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THE 

ENGLISH READER. 

PART I. 

PIECES IN PROSE. 

CHAPTER I. 

SELECT SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS. -
SECTION I. 

DILIGENCJI!, industry and proper improvement of time, 
are material duties of the young. 

The acquisition of knowledge is one of the most honour
able occupations of youth. 

'Vhatever useful or engaging endowments we possess, 
virtue is requisite, in order to their shining with proper lustre. 

Virtuous youth gradually brings forward accomplished 
and flourishing manhood. 

Sincerity and truth form the basis of every virtue. 
Disappointments and distress are often blessin&s in dis

guise. 
Change and alteration form the very essence of the world. 
True happiness is of a retired nature, and an enemy .to 

pomp and noise. 
In order to acquire a capacity for happiness, it must bo 

our first study to rectify inward disorders. 
Whatever purifies, fortfies also the heart. 
From our eagerness to grasp, we itrangle and destroy 

pleasure. 
A temperate spirit, and moderate expectations, are excel

lent safeguards of the mind, in this uncertain and changing 
state. 

There is nothing, except simplicity of intention, and purity 

NOTE.-In the first chapter the compiler has exhibited senten· 
ces in a great variety of construction, and in all the diversity of 
punctuation. If well practico!d upon, he presumes they will fully 
prepare the young reader for the "arious pauses, inflections, and 
.nodulations of voice, which the succeeding pieces require. 
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nf principle, th3t can stand the test of near approach and 
strict examination. 

The value of any possession is to be chiefly estimated, by 
the reIiefwhich it call bring us in the time of our greatest need. 

No penon who has ooce yielded up the government of his 
mind, and given loose rein to hi9 desires and passions, can 
tell how far they may carry him. 

Tranqllility of mind is always most likely to-be IIttained, 
when the b~1siness of the world is tempered with thoughtful 
and serious retreat. 

He who would act like a wise Illon, and build his house on 
the rock, and not on the sand, IIhould contemplate human 
life, not only in the 3ullshine, but in the shade. 

Let usefulness and beneficence, not ostentation and va
nity, direct the train of your pursuits. 

To maintain a steady and unbroken minil, amidst all the 
sllOcks of the world, marks a great and noble spirit. 

Patience, by preserving composure within, resilits the 
impression which trouhle makes from without. 

Cum passionate affections, even when they draw tears from 
Ollr eyes for human misery, convey satisfaction tGthe heart. 

They who have notbing to give, can often afford relief to 
others, by imparting what they feel. 

Our ignorance of what is to come, and of what is really 
good or evil, should correct anxiety about wordly Sllccess, 

The veil which covers from our sight the events of suc
ceeding years, is a veil woven by the hand of mercy. 

Thc best preparation for all the ur.certaintiei of futurity, 
consists in a well-ordered mind, a good conscience, and a 
cheerful submiision to the will of Heaven. 

SECTION II. 
TIlE chiefmisfortunei that befal us inilife, can b~ traced 

to some vices or follies which we have committed. 
'Vere we to survey the' chambers of sickness and distress, 

we should often find them peopled with the victims of intem
perance and sensuality, and with the children of vicious in. 
dolence and sloth. 

To be wise in our own eyes, to be wise in the opinion of 
the world, and to be wise in the sight of our Creator are 
tliree things so very different, as rarely to coincide. ' 

1\1an, in his hi~h~st earthly glory, is but a reed Hoating 
on the !tream of time, and forced to follow every new di
rection of the CUrl'ent. 

The corrupted temper, and the guilty passions of the bad, 
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frustrate the effect of every advantage which the world cc 
fers on them. 

The extenlal misfortunes oflife, disappointments, pover 
and sickness, are light in comparison of those in ward distrt 
sesofmind, occasioned by folly, by passion, Ilnd by guilt. 

No station is so high, 110 power so great, no character 
unblemished, as to exempt men from the attacks of ra~ 
ness, lll,dice, or envy. 

lUoral and religious instruction derives its efficacy, 1I0t 
much (rom what men are taught to know, as [10m wi 
they are brought to feel. 

He who pretends to great sensibility towards men, and J 
hu no feelillg for the high objects of religion, no heart 
admire and adore the great Father of the universe, has r~ 
son to distrust the truth and delicacy of his sensibility. 

"Vhen, upon rational and sober inquiry, we have esta 
lished ollr principles, let us not suffer thelll to be shaken 
the scoffs of the licentious, or the cadis of the sceptical. 

\Vhen we obsel'Ve allY tendency to treat religioll or mon 
with disrespect and levity, It:t us hold it to be a sure indie 
tioll of a perverted understanding, or a depraved heart. 

Bve!'y degree of guilt incuned by yielding to temptatio 
tends to debase the mind, and to weaken the generous al 
benevolent principles of human Ilat:lre. 

Luxu.y, pride, aud Vdnity, have frequently as much i 
fluence in currupting the sentiments of the great, as ign 
rance, bigotry, and prejudice, have in misleading tile ul 
[Jions of the multitude. 

Mixed as the present state is, reason and religion pr 
nounce that, generally, if not always, there is more ha!J~ 
ness than misery, more pleasure than pain, in the couditi( 
of man. 

Society. when formed, requires distinctions of propert 
diversity of conditions, subordination of ranks, and a mlill 
plicity of occupations, in order to advance the general gou 

That the temper, the sentiments, the morality, and, 
general, the whole conduct and character of lIlen, are il 
fluenced by the example anu disposition of liltl persolls wi' 
whom they associate, is a reflection which has 10n'2; sill( 
passed into :l proverb, alld btl ell ranked among the H<llIdir 
lIIa"illl5 of hU1l1'B1l Iyisdulll, in all ages of the world. 

SECTIO~ III. 
THE dlsire of impro\'ement dis:olcn ~ libl'r~l mintl, " .. 

j, COlliltlcteu with 111 a II)' aCf?om)llj~hments, aud IlIan) virtue 
A" 
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Innocence confers ease and freedom on the mind; and 
le<l\'{'s it open to every pleasing sensation, 

Moderate and simple pleasures relish high with the tem
penile; In the midst of his studied refinements, the volup-
tuary languishes. -

Gentleness corrects whatever is offensive in our manners, 
and, by a comtant train of bumane attentions, studies to 
alleviate the burden of common misery. 

That gentleness which is the characteristic of a good man, 
h;u, like every other virtue, its seat in the heart; and, let 
me add, nothing except what flows from the heart, can rell
del' even external manners truly pleaiing. 

Virtue, to become either vigorous os useful, must be ha
bitually active: not breaking forth occasionally with a tran
sient lustre, like the blaze of a comet; but regular in its re
turns, like the light of day; not like the aromatic gale, 
which sometimes feasts the sense; but like. the ordinary 
breeze, which purifies the air, and renders it healthful. 

The happiness of e\'ery man depends more upon the state 
of his own min<l, than upon anyone external cil'cumstance; 
nay, more than upon all external things put together. 

In no station, in no period, let us think ourselves secure 
from the dangers which spring from our passions. Every 
age, and every station they beset; from youth to gray hairs, 
and from the peasant to the prillce. 

Riches and pleasures are the chief temptations to crimi
nal deeds. Yet those riches, when obtained, may very pos
sibly overwhelm us with unforeseen miseries. Those plea
sures may cut short our health and life. 

He who is accustomed to turn aside from the world, and 
commune with himself in retirement, will, sometimes at 
least, hear the truths which the multitude do not tell him. 
A more sound instructer will lift his voice, amI awaken 
within the heart those latent sllggestions, which the world 
had overpowered and suppressed. 

Amusement often becomes the bl .. siness, instead of the re
lax'ltion, of young persons; it is then highly pernicious, 

He tlint waits for an opportunity to do much at once, may 
breathe out his life in idle wishes; and regret, in the last 
hour, his useless intentions and barren zeal. 

The spirit of true religion breathes mildness&nd affability. 
It !!ives a native, unaffedeu ease to the behaviour. It is so
cial, kind, and cheerful; far rem()ved from th<lt gloomy and 
ilLi!lerll.l superstition, which douds the brow, sharpens the 
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temper, dejec;s the spirit, and teaches men to fit themselves 
for another world, by neglecting the concerns of this. 

Reveal none of the secrets of thy friend. Be faithful to 
his interp.sts. Forsake him not in danger. Abhor the 
thought of acquiring any advantage by his prejudice • 

.Man, always prosperous, would be giddy and insolent; 
always afflicted, would be sullen or despondent. Hopes 
and fears, joy and sorrow, are, therefore, so blended in his 
life, as both to give room for word!y pursuits, and to recall, 
from time to time, the admonitions of conscience. 

SECTION IV. 
TIME once past never returns: the moment which is lost, 

is lost fur ever. 
There is nothing on earth 80 8table, as to assure us of undis

turbed rest; nor so powerful as to afford us constant protection. 
The house of feasting, too often becomes an avenue to 

the house of mourning. Short, to the licentious, is the in
terval between them. 

It is of great importance to us, to form a proper estimate 
of human life; without either loading it with imaginary evils, 
or expecting from it greater advantages than it is able to yield. 

Among all our corrupt passions, there is a strong and inti
mate connexiOll. When anyone of them is adopted into our 
family, it seldom quits until it has fathered upon us all its 
kindred. 

Charity, like the sun, brightens every object on which it 
shines; a censol'ious disposition casts e.very character into 
the darkest shade it will bear. 

Many men mistake the love, for the practice; of virtne ; 
and are not &0 much good men, as the friends of goodness. 

Genuine virtue has a language thllt spealls to every heart 
throughout the world. It is a language which is understood 
by all. In every region, every climate, the homage paid to 
it is the same. In no one sentiment were eloer mankind 
more' generally agn'!ed. 

The appearances of our sec~rity are freqlJently deceitful. 
When ollr sky seems most settleciand serene, in some un

observed quarter gathers the little black clould in which the 
tempest ferments, and prepares to dischlrgeitselfon our hei\d 

The man of true fortitude m:l.y be compared to the castle 
built on & rock, which defies the attacks of the surrounding 
waters; the man of a feeble and timorous spirit, to a hut 
pldced on the shore, which erec), \I ind shakes, and every 
wave overflows. 
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Nothing is 50 inconsistent with self-possession as violent 
anger. It overpowers reason; confounds our ideas; di~
torts the appearance, and blackens the coluur of every ob
ject. By the storms which it raises within, and by the mis
chiefs which it occasions without, it generally brings on the 
passionate and revengeful man, greater misery than he can 
bring on the object of his resentmefll. 

The palace of vil"lue has. in all ages, been represented as 
placed on tbe sUlllmit of a hill; in the ascent ofwbich.labour 
is requisite, and difficulties are to be surmounted; and where 
a conductor is needed, to direct our way, and to aid om 
Iteps. 

In judging of otllers, let us always think the best, and em
ploy the ~pirit of charity and candour. But in judging of 
oursel ves, we ought to be exact :llld severe. 

Let him who desires to see others happy, make haste to 
give while his girt can be enjoyed; and remember, that every 
moment of delay takes away something frolll the value of hi~ 
benefaction. And let him who proposes his OI~n happiness 
reflect, that while he forms his purpose, the day rolls on, 
and" the night cometh, when no man can work." 

To sensual persons, hardly any thing is what it appears to 
he; and what tlatlel's mo!t, is always farthest frolll reality_ 
There are voices which sing around them, but whose strains 
allure to ruin. There is a banquet spread, "here poison is 
in every dish. There is a couch which invites them to re
pose; but to slumber upon it, is death. 

If we would judge whether a lIlali is really happy. it is 
not solely to his houses and lands, to his equipage and his 
retinue we are to look. (; nless we could see farther, and 
discern what joy, or what bitterness, his heart feels, we call 
pronounce little concernillg him. 

The book is well written; and I ha \'e perused it with plea
sure and profit. It slioll's, first, that true devotion is ra
tional and well founded; next, that it is of the highest im
pOl'tance to every olher part of religion and virtue; and, 
lastly, that it is most conducive to our happiness. 

There is certainly no greater felicity, than to be able to 
look hack on a life Ils,"fuJiy and virtuously employed; to 
trace our own progress in existellce, \'y such tokens as excite 
neither shame nor sorrow. It ought, therefore, to bu die 
care of those who wish to pass tlicir last hour3 with comfort, 
to lay up such a treasure of pleasing ideas, as shall support 
the. expenses of that time, which is to depend whollv upon 
the [ulld already aC'1llired. • 
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SECTION Y. 
WIiA'l' avails the show of external liberty, to one who has 

lost the government of himself? 
He that cannot live well to-day, (say, Martial,) will be 

less qualified to live well to-lUorrow. 
Can we esteem that man prosperous. who is raised to a. 

situation which flatters his passions, but which corrupts hi' 
principles, disorders his temper, and finally oversets his 
virtue? 

What misery does the vicious man secretly endure !-Ad
YersilY! how blunt are all the arrolYs of thy quiver, in com
parison with those of guilt! 

'Vhen we have no pleasure in goodness, we may with cer
tainty conclude the reason to be, that our pleasure is all de
rived from an opposite quarter. 

How strangely are the opinions of men altered, by a 
change in their condition! 

How many have had reason to be thankful. for being dis
appointed in designi which they earnestly pursued, but 
which if successfully accomplished. they have afterwards 
seen would have occasioned their ruin! 

'Vhat are the actions which afford in the remembrallce a 
rational satisfaction? Are they the pursuits of sensual plea
sure, the riots of jollity, or the displays of show and vanity? 
No: I appeal to yOUl' hearts, my friendi, if what you recol
lect with most pleasure. are not the innocent, the virtuous, 
the honourable parts of your past life. 

The present employment of time should frequently be an 
object of thought. About what are we now busied? 'Vhat 
is the ultimate scope of our present pursuits and cares 1 Can 
we justify them to ourselves 1 Are they likely to produce 
any thing that will survive the moment, and bring forth 
80me fruit (or futurity 1 

Is it not strange, (says an" ingenious writer) that some 
persons should be so delicate as not to bear a disagreeable 
picture in the house, and yet, by their behaviour, force 
every face they see about them, to wear the gloom of un
easiness and discontent 1 

If we are now in health, peace and safety, without any 
particular or uncommon evils to afflict our condition, what 
more can we reasonably look for in this vain and uncertain 
world? How little can the greatest prosperity add to ~uch a 
state 1 \Villany future situation ever make us happy, ifnow, 
with 50 few causes of grief, we imagine ourselves miserable 1 
The evil lies in the itate of our mind, not in our condition of 
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fortune: and by no alteration of circumstances is likely to 
be remedied. 

'Vhen the love of unwarrantable pleasure~, and of viciotll 
companions, is allowed to Ilmuse young persons, to engross 
their time, and to stir up their passions, the day of ruin,-Iet 
them take heell, and beware! the day of irrecoverable ruin 
begins to draw nigh. Fortune is squandered j heahh is bro
ken; friends are offended, affronted, estranged j aged pa
rents, perhaps, sellt afflicted and mourning to the dust. 

On whom does the time hang so heavily as 011 the slothful 
and l'lzy? To whom are the hours 50 lingering? Who are 
so often devoured with spleen. and obliged to fly to every 
expedient, which can help them to get rid of themselves 1 
Instead of producing tranquility, inrlolence produces a fretful 
restlessness of mind j gives rise to cravings which are never 
satisfied; 1I0IJrishes a sickly, effeminate delicacy which 
sours and corrupts every pleasure. 

SECTION VI. 

"'E have seen the husbandman scattering his seed upon 
the furrowed ground! It springs up, is gathered into his 
barns, and crowns his labours with joy and pleoty. Thus 
the man who distributes his fortune with generosity and 
prudence, is amply repaid by the gratitude of those whom 
he obliges, by the approbation of his own mind, and by the 
(avour of Heaven. 

Temperance, by fortifying the mind and body, leads to 
happiness; intemperance, by enervating tbern, ends gene
rally in misery. 

Title and ancestry rend!':r a good man more illustriolls; 
but an ill one, more contemptible. Vice is infamous, though 
in a prince; and virtue honourable, though in a peasant. 

An elevated genius, employed in little things, appears (to 
me the simile of Longinus) l:ke the sun in his evening de
clination: he remits his splendour, but retains his magllilude ; 
and pleases more, though he dazzles less. 

If enviou~ people were to ask themselves, whether they 
would exchange their entire situations with the persons en
vied, (I mean their minds, passions, notions, as well as their 
persons, fortunes, and dignilies,)-I presume the self-love, 
eommon to human nature, would gE'nerally make them 
prefer their own condition. 

We have obliged some persons :-very well !-wbat would 
we have more 1 Is not the consciousness of doing good a. 
sufficient reward? 
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Do not hurt yourselves or otheu, by the pmsnit of pll 
sure. Consult· rour whole nature. Consider Yoursf'I' 
not only as sensitive, but as rational beings; not only 
rational, but social; not only as social, but immortal. 

Art thou poor ?-Show thyself active and industria 
peaceable and contented. Art thou wealthy 1-Show tl 
self beneficent and charitable, condescending and huma' 

'l'hough religion removes not all the evils of life; thou 
it promises no continuance of undisturbed prosperity, (wh 
indeed it were not salutary for man always to f'njoy,) } 
if it mitigates the evils which necessarily helong to our 5t" 
it m~y justly be said to give" rest to them who labour a 
are heavy laden." 

What a smiling aspect does the love of parents and cI 
dren, of brothers and sisters, of friends and relations, g 
to every surrounding object and every returning day! W 
what a lustre does it gild even the small habitation, wh 
this placid intercourse dwells! where such scenes of he~ 
felt satisfaction succeed uninterruptedly to one another! 

How many clear mark' of benevolent intention app' 
every where around us! "'hat a profusion of beaut." ~ 
ornament is poured forth on the face of nature! Wha 
magnificent spectacle presented to the view of man! 'VI 
supply contrived for his wants! \Vhat a variety of ohje 
set before him, to gratify his senses, to employ his und 
standing, to entertain his imagination, to cheer and glade 
his heart! 

The hope of fllture happinesJ is a perpetual source 
consolation to good men. Under trouble, it soothes th 
minds; amidst temptation, it sliPpOru their virtue; and, 
their dying moments, enables them to say, "0 death! whl 
is thy sting! 0 grave! where is thy victory 1" 

SECTION VII. 
AGESILAUS, King of Sparta, being asked, "What thir 

he thought most proper for boys 10 learn," amwer, 
"Those which they ollght to practice when they come to 
men." A wiser than Agesilaus has inculcated the sal 
sentiment: .. Train up a child in the way he should go, a 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 

An Italian philosopher expressed in his motto, that" til 
was his estate." An estate indeed, which will produre I 

thing without cultivation; but which will always abundan 
repay the labours of industry, and satisfy the most extens, 
desires, if no part of it be suffered to lie wBste by negligen' 
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to be overrun with noxiou3 plants, or laid out for show 
rarher than usc. 

\Vhen Aristotle was a~ked ... 'Vhat a man could gain by 
telling a falsehood," he replied, .. Not to be credited when 
I.e speaks the truth." 

L'EstranfTe, in his Fables, tells us that a number of 
frolicsome boys were one day watching frogs, at the side of 
a pond; and thnt, as any of them put their heads above the 
lnter. they pelted them down again with stones. One of 
the frogs, appealing to the humanity of the boys, made this 
s:riking observation: "Children, you do not consider, that 
though this may be sport to )"ou, it is death to us." 

Sully, the great Statesman of France, always retained at 
his table, in his most prosperous days. the same frugality to 
which he had been accustomed in early life. lIe was fre
quently reproachen, by the courtiers, for his simplicity; but 
he used to rt'ply to them, in the words of an ancient philoso
pher: .. If the guests are men of sense, there is sufficient 
for them; if they are not, I can very well dispense with 
their comp.my." 

Socrates, thol1:;h primarily attentive to the culture of his 
mind. was not negligent of his external appearanop. Hi5 
cleanliness resulted from those ideas of order and decency 
which governed all his actiolJs; ann the care which he took 
of his health, from his desire to preserve his mind free and 
tranquil. 

Eminently pleasing and honourable was the friendship 
between David and Jonathan. .. I am distressed for thee 
my brother Jonathan," said the plaintive and surviving Da
vid; "very pleasant hast thou been to me: thy love for me 
was wonderful; passing the love of women." 

Sir Philip Sidney, at the battle near Zutphen, was woun
ded by a mnsket ball, which broke the bone of his thigh. 
He lVas cilrried abollt a mile and a half, to the camp; and 
being faint with the loss of blood, and probablv parched 
with thirst through the heat of the weather, be 'called for 
drink. It was immediately brought to him; but as he was 
putting the vessel to his mouth, a poor wounded soldier, 
wb? h~ppen.ed at that instant to be carried by him, looked up 
to It WIth WIshful eyes. The gallant and generous Sidney 
took the bottle from his mouth, and delivered it to the sol
dier, saying, "Thy necessity is yet greater than mine." 

Alexander the Great demanded of a pirate, whom be ha~ 
t~ken:. by '~hat right he infested the seas 1 "By the same 
rIght, replied Ite, ".hat Alexander enslaves the world. 



SELECT SENTENCES. 

Dut I am called a robber, because I have only one small 
vessel; and he is styled a conqueror, because he commands 
great fleels and armies." "'e too often judge of men by 
the ~plendour, and not by the merit of their actioll~. 

Antonius Pius, the Roman Emperor, was an amiable and 
good mati. "'hen any of his courtiers attempted to inflame 
him \lilh passion for military glory, he used to answer: 
II That he more desired the preservation of one subject, than 
the destruction of a thousand enemies." 

Men are too often ingenious in maldng them5elves misera
ble, by aggravating to their own fancy, beyond bounds, all 
the evils which they endure. They compare themselves with 
none but those whom they imagine to be 1Il0re bappy; and 
complain, that upon them alone b'ls f31len the whole load of 
hum'ln sorrows. Would they look with a more impartial 
eye on tbe world, they would see themselves surrounded with 
sufferers; and find that they are only drinking out of that 
mixed cup, which Providence has prepared for all. .. I 
will restore thy daughter again to life," said an eastern sage 
to a prince who grieved immoderately for the loss of a 
beloved child, "provided thou art able to engrave on her 
tomb, the names of three persons who have never mourned." 
The prince made inquiry after such persons; but found the 
inquiry vain, and was silent. 

SECTION VIII. 

HE that hath no rule over his own sphit, is like a city 
that is broken down, and withollt walls. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath; but grievous words 
stir up anger. 

Better is a dinner of herbs where [ave is, than a stalled ox, 
and hatred therewith. 

Pride goeth before destruction; and a haughty spirit be
fore a fall .. 

Hear cOllnse[, and receive instruction, that thou mayest 
be truly wise. 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend; hut the kisses of an 
enemy are deceitful. Open rebuke is better than secret love. 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit 1 There is 
more hope of a fool than of him. 

He that is slow to anger, is better than the mighty; and 
he that ruletll his spirit. than he that taketh a city. 

He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord; that 
wbich he hath given, will he pay him auain. B 0 
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Hthine enemy be hu'lgr.l', ~ivC' him bread to eat; and if 
hI' be thirsty, ~ive him water tl) drink. 

He that 1;1.1I1fe,1 the ear, shall he not heflf? He that (orm
ed the \:'n', s:lal! he not see? 

I hl\\-e becn young, and now I am old; yet have I never 
seen the rigllteolls fursaken, nor his seed heggin~ bread. 

It h bette,' to \;~ a door-I,eeper in the house of the Lord. 
than to uwell i!l the tents of wickedness. 

[ have seen thc wicked in gre:tt power; and spreading 
himself like a green hay-tree. Yet he p.J.ssed away;. I 
sought him, but he could not be found. 

flappy is the man that findeth wisdom. Length of days 
is in her ri,dll hand; and in her left hand, riches and 
honour; her- ways are ways of pleasentncss, and all her 
paths are pC1.ce. 

How goa::! and pleasant it is for hrcthren to dwell together 
in unity! It is like precious ointment; like the dew of Her
mon, ;lIld the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion_ 

The slugarcl will not plough by reason of the cold; he 
~hnll therefore be~ in harvest, Hnd have nothing. 

I went b,- the lie!d of the slothful, ancl bv the vinf'V'lrd of 
the 111;1n ,'~io of I1nrlerstnnding: and 10 ! "it .vas alf grown 
over with thorns; nettles had covel'eo its face; and the stone 
wall was Im,\(en down. Then I saw, and consioercd it 
well: I looked upon it, and received instrllction. 

1I0noura ble age is not that which standeth in length of 
time; nor that which is measured by number of years: bllt 
wisciolll i, the ~r:ty hair to man; and an unspotted life is old age. 

Solomon, Illy son, know tlloll the God of thy fathers; and 
serve him with :t perfect heart and with a willing mind. If 
thou seek him he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake 
him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

SECTION IX. 
TrrAT every d'lY has its pains and sorrows is universally 

experienced, and almost universally confessed. But let liS 

not attend only to moumful truths: if we look imp!lrti~lIy 
:lhollt us, we sh:tl1 find, that every day has likewise its 
pleasures and its joys. 

We should cheri~h sr:ntiments of charity towards all men. 
The Author of all good, nourishes much piety and virtue in 
hearts that ,He unlmowll to us; and beholds repentance ready 
to spring ull among many whom we consider as reprobates. 

No one on.ght to consider himself as insiunificant in the 
sight of his Creator. III our several stations~ we are all sent 
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furth to ue bbourers in the vinevard of our heavenly Father. 
Every man has his 1V0rlt allotted, his takllt con;rnittcd to 
him; by the due impwvernent of which he may, ill one 
way 01' other, serve God, promote virtue, and be useful in 
thtl world. 

The love of praise should be preservell 1II111er propH suu
ordination to the principle uf dut\', J n itsel f. it is a userulmo
tive to action; but whell allowed to extend its in{luence too 
far, it conupts the whole character, a;,.\ produces guilt, dis
,::race. and misery. 'fo be entirely destitute uf it, is a defect. 
'1'0 be governed by it, is depravity. Tile proper adjustJllf·nt 
of the several principles of action in human nature is a mat
ter thai deserves our highest attention. For when any ono 
of them becomes either too weak or too strong it endangers 
buth our virtue and our happinesi. 

The desires and passions of a viciom man, having OIl(,O 

obtained an unlimited sway, trample him under their feet. 
They make hiin feel that he is subject to nrious, contradic
tory and imperiou; masters. who often pull him ditferent 
ways. His soul is rendered the receptacle of many repug
nant and jarring dispo,ltiolls; and resembles sOllle barh'lrou'l 
country, cantoned out into diJfuc:nt principalities, which ar~ 
cOlltillually waging war on one another. 

Diseases, poverty, disappointment and shame, are far 
from being, in every instance, the unavoidable doom of man. 
They are much more !'requently the offspring of his olVn 
misguided choice. Intemperance engenders disease, sloth 
produces po\'eny; pride creatf.S disappointments; and dis
honesty exposes to shame. The ungoverned passions of 
Illetl betray them into a thousand follies; their follies into 
crimes; and their crimes into misfortunes. 

"'hen we reflect on the many distresses which abound in 
human life ; 011 the scanty proportion of happiness which any 
man is here allowed to enjoy; 011 the small difference which 
the diversity offortune m" kes on that scanty proportion; it is 
surprising, that envy should have ever been a prevalent pas
sion among men, much more tll,1( it s~uld have prevailed 
OImong Christians. 'Vhere so much is suffered in common, 
little roolll is left for envy. There i3 more occasion for pity 
nnll sympathy, and an inclination to assist each other. 

At our first setting out in life, when yet unacquainted with 
the world and its snares, when every pleasure enchants with 
it6 smile, and every object shines with the gloss of novelty, 
let us beware oftha seducinl:; appearances which surround II!. 
and recollect what othen have suffered from the power of 
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head';lrong desire. If we allow nny passion, even though 
it be esteemed innocent, to acquire an absolute ascendant, 
our inward peace wiII be impaired. But if any which has 
the taint of guilt take early possession of our mind, we may 
date, from that moment, the ruin of our tranquility. 

Every man has some darling possession, which generally 
afrords the tirst introduction to vice. The irrregular grati-. 
(icalions into which it occasionally seduces him, appear 
nnder the form of ve~ial weaknesses; and are indulged, in 
the beginning, with scrupulousness and reserve. But, by 
longer practice, these restraints weitken, and the power of 
habit grows. One vice brings in another to its aid. By a 
~ort of natural affinity they connect and entwine themselves 
together; till their roots come to be spread wide and deep 
over all the soul. 

SECTION X. 
'VHENCE arises the misery of this present world 1 It is 

not owing to our cloudy atmosphere, our changing seasons, 
and inclement skies. It is not owing to the debility of our 
bodies, or to the unequal distribution of the goods of for
tune. Amidst all disadvantages of this kind, a pure, a stead
fast, and enlightened mind, possessed of strong virtue, could 
enjoy itself in peace, and smile at the impotent assaults of 
fortune and the elements. It is within ourselves that misery 
has fixed its seat. Our disordered hearts, our guilty pas
sions, our violent prejudices, and misplaced desires, are the 
instruments ofthe trolllhle which WII endure. These sharpen 
the darts which adversity would otherwise point in vain 
against us. 

While the vain and the licentioll8 are revelling in the 
midst of extra\"agance and riot, how little do they think of 
thOioe scenes of sore distress which are passing at that mo
ment throughout the world; multitudes struggling for a poor 
5u33istence, to support the wife and children whom they love. 
and who look up to them with eager eyes for that bread 
which they can hardly procure; multitudes groaning under 
sickness in desolate cottages, untended and unmourned; 
many, apparently in a better situation of life, pining away in 
secret with concealed griefs; families weeping over the be
loved friends whom they have lost, or in all the bitterness of 
anguish, bidding those who are just expiring the last adieu. 

Never adventure on too near an approach to what is evil. 
Fllmiliarize not yourselves with it, in the ~lightest instances, 
without fear. Listen with reverence to every reprehension 
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of conscience; and preserve the most quick and accu: 
sensibility to right and \\ rong. If ever your moral imp 
sions begin to decay, and your natllT~1 abhorrence of g 
to lessen, you have grounll to drcad that the ruin of vii 
is fdst approaching. 

By disappointments and trials the violence of ollr I 
sions i~ tamed, anll OUI' nlinds are formed to sobriety and 
flection. In the varieties of life, occasioned by the vici 
tudes of wordly furtune, we arc inured to habits both of 
active and the sulfering virtue,. How mnch soever we C( 
plain of the \".lnity of the world, fa'}ts plainly sholV, that il 
vanity \\ ere less, it could not answer the purpose of saint 
discipline. Unsatisfactory ~s it is, its pleasures are still 
apt to corrupt our hearts. HolY fatal then must the COl 
quences h.we beell, had it yiclded liS more complete enj 
ment! If, with all its troubles, IVe are in danger of being 
much attached to it, how entirely would it have seduced 
affections, if no troubles had been mingled with its pleaslII 

In seasons of distress or difficulty, to abandon ourse 
to dejection, carries no mark of a great or a worthy mind. 
stead of sink in::; under trouble, and declaring" that his SOl 
weary of life," it becomes a \\ ise and a good man, in 
evil day, Wilh firmness to maintain his post: (0 bear 
against the storm; to ha ve recuurse to those ad vantages wh 
ill the wor,t of times, are always leCI to integrity and virt 
and nev~r to give up the hope that better days may yet ar 

How many young persons h:! ve ::It first set out in the w( 

with excellent dispositions of heart j gene rollS, charita 
and humane; kind to their friends, an,1 amiable among 
with whom they had intercourse! And yet how often h 
1\ e seen all thll~e fine appearances unhappily blasted in 
pl"Ogress of life, merely through the inlluence of loose. 
corrupting pleasures: and those very person,;, who promi 
once to be ble,sings to the world, sunk down, in the e 
to be the bnrden and nuisance of society! 

The most common propemity of mank!lJd, is to store 
tmity with whatever is agreeable to them; especi:l.i1y in til 
periods of life, when imagination is lively, awl hope is 
dent. Looking forward to the year nolV beginning, they 
reacly to promise themselves much, from the foundation 
prosperity "'hiGh they have laid; fronl the li"ien()ships , 
eonnexions which they have seemed; anti frolll the plan 
condul"I which they have formed. Alas! how deceitful 
all thes':) drp8m<; of happiness often pnJ\o' 'Vllile many 
",ying ill secret t,-, l[lei. heart", "To l1lurrt'\\" shall be 

B~ 



18 THE ENGLISH READER. PART I. 

this day, and more abundantly," w& are obliged in return 
to say to them; "Boast not yourselves of to-morrow, for 
you kno\~ IIOt what a day may bring forth !" 

~ 

CHAPTER II. 
NA.RRATIVE PIECES. -SECTION I-

No rank or possessions can make the guilty mind happy. 
DJO:\'YSIUS, the tyrant of Sicily, was far from being 

happy, though he possessed gre<lt riches, and all the plea
sures which wealth and power could procure. Damocles, 
Ulle of his flatterers, deceived by thesr~ specious appearances 
of happiness, took occasion to cumpliment him on the extent 
of his power, his treasures, and royal magnificence; and 
declared that no monarch had ever been greater or happier 
than Dionysius. 

2 ... Hast thOll a mind, D~mocIes," says the king, "to 
taste this happiness; and to knolV, by experience, what the 
enjoyments are, of which thou hast so high an idea 1" Du
mocIes, with joy, accepted the offer. The king ordered thilt 
a royal banquet should be prepared, and a gilded sofa, cover
ed with rich embroidery, placed for his favourite. Side
hoards, loaded with gold and silver plate. of immense value, 
were arranged in the apartment. 

S Pages of extraordinary beauty were ordered to attend 
his table, and to obey hi, commands with the utmost rea(li
ness, and the most profound submission. Fragrant oint
ll1ellts, chaplets of flowers, and rich perfumes, were added 
to the entertainment. The table was loaded with the most 
exquisite delicacies of every kind. Damocles. intoxicated 
with pleasure, fancied himself amongst superior Leing~. 

·1 But in the midst of all this happiness. as he lay inrlulging 
himself in state, he sees let down from the ceiling. exactly 
over his head, a glittering sword hung by a single hair. 
The sight of impending destruction put a spee!l)' end to 1'15 
joy and rcyelling. The pomp of his attendance. the glit
ter of the carved plate, and the delicacy of the viends, cease 
to afford him any pleasure. 

5 lie dreads to stretch forth his hanel to the table. lIe 
throws off the garland of roscg. lIe hasteno to remm'c from 
his dangerous SiluJti()n; and carne;!ly Llltrcals th'.! Idng to 
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re!lore him to his former humble condition, having no de
sire to enjoy nny longer a happiness so terrible. 

13 By this device, Dionysills intimated to Damocles, how 
miserable he was ii1 the midst of all his treasures; amI in 
possession of all the honours and enjoyment~ which royalty 
could bestow. CICERO. 

SECTION II. 

Change of external condition is often adt.erse to virtue. 

h the days of Jonm, king ofJsrael, flourished the prophet 
Elisha. His chJI'<lcter was so eminent, and his faille so 
widely spread, that Be.llh'ld:ld, the king of Syri;j, though ~I\ 
idolater, sent to consult hilr., concerning the issue of a dis
tempt'r which threatened his life. The messenger employed 
on this occasion was Hazael who appears to have been one 
of the princes, or chief men of the Syrian comt. 

c:! Charged with rich gifts from the king, he presents him
self before the proplid; <lnd accosts him in terms of the 
IJighest respect. Dl1rin~ the conference which they held 
together, Elisha thed his ~)'es steadfastly on the counte
nance of Hazael, and discerning, by a prophetic spirit, his 
future tyranny and cruelty, he could not contain himself 
fr'om iJursting iuto a Aood of tear5. 

S 'Yhel) Hazael, ill surprise, inquired into the cause of 
this sudden emotion, the prophet plainly informed him of 
the crimes and barbarities, which he furesaw that he wOllld 
afterwards commit. The soul of IIazael abhorred, at this 
time, tile thoughts of cruelty. l"neorrupted, as yet, hy am
bition or greatness, his indignation rose ~l being thought ca
pable of the savage actions which th~ prophet had mentioned; 
and, with lllLlch warmth, he replies: "Hl1t what! is thy ser
vant a dog, that he sbould do this great thing ?" 

1 Elisha makes no return, hut to point Ollt a remarkable 
change, which ,,"<1S to take place in his condition : "The Lord 
hath shown me, that thou shalt be kin,,?; o\'er S: ria," In 
the course of time, all that had been pi'edicted came to pass. 
Hazae! ascended the throne, and ambition took possession 
of his h~art. " He smote the children of Israel in all their 
coasts. JIe oppressed them during all the days of king Je
hoah~z;" and, from " .. hat is left 011 record of his actions, he 
plainly appears to have prol'ed, "hat the prophet foresaw 
/Iim to br, a man of violence, cruelt)" alld blood. 

;) J:1 this pa,s;l;::c of history an ohject is presellted. which 
deserve~ our serious attention. \\'e behold a man who, ill 
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one state of lifE', could not look upon certain crimes without 
surprr.sa and horror j who knew so little of hiInse~f, as to b.e~ 
lieve it impossible for him ever to be concerned m commlt~ 
ting them j that ~ame man hy " change of condition, and an 
unguarded state of mind, transformed ill all his sentiments; 
and as he rose ill greatness rising also in guilt j till at last 
he completed that whole character of iniquity, which he 
once detested. BLAIR. 

SECTION III. 
Haman; or, the misery of pride. 

AHAsuERu;;, who is supposed to be the prince knowll 
rlll10ng the Greek historians uy the name of Artaxerxes, had 
advanced to the chief dignity in his kingdom, Haman, an 
Amalekite, who inherited all the ancient enmity of his race 
to the Jewish nation. He appears, from what is recorded 
of him, to have been a very wicked minister. Raised t() 
greatness without merit, he employed his power solely for 
the gratification of his pas;ions. 

~ .\s the honours which he possessed were next to royal, 
his pride was every day fed with that servile homage, which 
is peculiar to ,\;iatic courts j and all the ~ervants oftbe I_ing 
prostra~ed themselves before bim. In the midst of this ge~ 
neral rldulatioll, one person only stooped not to Haman. 

3 This was Mordecai the Jew j who, knowing thi~ Ama~ 
lel.ite to be an enemy to the pp.ople of GoJ, and, with virtl1~ 
ous indignation, despisin:; thrlt insolence of prosperity with 
which he saw him lifted up, " uo\yed not, nor did him reve~ 
rence." On this appearance of disre'pect from Mordecai, 
IIamall "was full of wrath j but he thought scom to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone." Personal revenge was not suf~ 
ficient to s<\tisfy him. 

4- So violent and ubck were his passions, that he resolverl 
to extermi?ate the w~ole nation to which Mordecai belong
ed. AbuSlllg. for thl' cruel purpose, the favour of his cre
dulous sovereie;n, he ~bt.lined a decree to ue sent forth, that 
against a certain day, all tile Jews throughollt the Persian 
dominions should be put to the sword. 
. 5 l'~ellnwhile, .confiflent o.r su~c:e~~, and blillll to approach~ 
Illg rum, he continued exultIng III hiS prosperity. Imited by 
Ahasllerus to a royal hanquet, which Esther, the qlleen ha(1 
prepa~;II, "he went forth, .that da~ j~)'ful, and w:th a glad 
heart. But behold how slight an IIlclLlent was suffil"ient to 
poison his joy! As he went forth, lie saw Mordecai ill tho 
ldng's gate j and obser.ed, that he ~til1 refusell to do him 
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homage. "lie stood not up, nor was moved (or him ;" 
though he weH knew the formid<lble designs which Ham 
was preparing to execute. 

6 Oue private man, "ho despised his greatness, and d 
<hilled submis,ioD. wh:le a whole kingdom trembled ber! 
hilll; one spirit, whidl the utmost stretch of his pOI' 
could neither suhdue nor humble, blasted his triump 
His whole soul was shakell \', ith a "torm of passion. \Vra 
pride, and desire of reven;;e, ruse into fury. \\'ith difiicu 
lie restrained himselfin public; but as soon as he came to 
{)',I'n house, he was forced to disclose the agony of his mil 

7 He gathered together his friends and family, with :ii 
rcsh his wife. "He told them of the glory of his riches, a 
the multitude of his children, and of all the things when 
the king had promoted him; and how he had advanced h 
olbove the princes and servants of the king. lIe said, mo 
over. Yea, Esther the queen, suffered 110 man to come 
Ilith the king, to the banquet that she had prepared. but rr 
sel f; and to·morrow also am J invited to her with the kin! 
After all this preamble, what is the conclusion? .. Yet 
thi~ availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai t 
Jew sitting at the king's gate." 

& The sequel of Ham ali's history I shall not nOlv (lurs\ 
It might afford malleI' for much instruction, by the cons, 
cunus justice of God in his fall and punishment. But c( 
templating only the singular situation, in which the exprl 
sions just qUClted "resent him, and the violent agitation 
his mind which they display, the following reflections nat 
rally arise: How miserable is vice, , .. hen one guilty passi 
credtesso much torment! how unavailing is prosperity, wh 
in the height .1, a single disappointment can destroy t 
relish of all its pleasures! how weak is human nature, whic 
in the absence of real, is thus prone to form to itself il 
aginary woes! BLAJ 

SECTION IV. 
Lady Jane Gray. 

Tms excellent personage was descended from the rOJ 
line of England by both her parenls. She was carefully ed 
cated in the principles of the reformation; and her wisdo 
:Ind virtue rendered her a shining example to her sex. B 
it was her lot to continue only a short period on this stage 
being; for, in early life. she [ell a sacrifice to the wild ar 
bition of the duke of Northumberland, who promoted a rna 
"iage betwesn ber and his son, lord Guilford Dudley, 81 
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raised her to the throne of England, in opposition to the 
rights of Mary and Elizabeth. . 

~ At the time of their marriage, she was only about eigh
teen years of age, and her husband was ~Iso very yo~ng ; a 
5t~ason of life very unequal to oppose the mterested views of 
artful and aspiring men; who instead of exposing them to 
danger, should have been the protectors of their inr.ocence 
uncI youth. 

j This extraordinary young person, besides the solid en
dowmelits of piety and virtue, possessed the most eng3~in;; 
disposition, the 1Il0st accomplished parts; and being of an 
eCJ.ual age with king Edward VI. she had received all her 
education with him, and seemed even to possess a greater i.l
cility in acquiring eyery part of man I)' and classicalliternture. 

4 She had attained a knowledge of the Roman and Greek 
languages, as well as of several modern tongues; had passed 
most of her time in an application to learning; and express
ed a great indifference for other occupations a::ld amuse
ments usual with her sex and station. 

5 Roger Ascham, tutor to the lady Elizabeth, haying at 
one time paid her a visit, found her employed in reading; 
Plato, while the rest of the family were engaged in a party 
of hunting in the park; and upon his admiring the singularity 
of her choice, she told him that she .. received more plea
sure from that author, than the others could reap from all 
theh" sport and gaiety." 

6 Her heart, replete with this love of literature and seri
ous studies, and with tenderness towards her husband, who 
'vas deserving of her affection, had never opened itself to the 
flattering allurements of ambition; and thtt...information of 
her advancement to the throne was by no l~eans agreeable 
to her. She even refused to accept the Crown; pleaded the 
preferable right of the two princesses; expressed her dreau 
of the consequences attending an enterprise so dangerous, 
not to say criminal; and desired to remain in that private 
station in which she wM born. 

7 Overcome at last with the entreaties, rather than rea
sons, of her father and father-ill-law, and, above all, of 
her busb:,-nd,. she submitt~d to their will, and was prevailed 
on to relmqulsh ber own Judgment. But her elevation was 
of very short continuance. The nation declared for queen 
~ary; and the .lady Jane, after wearing the vain pageantry 
ot a crown dUring ten days, returned to a private life with 
much more satisfaction than she felt when royalty wa's ten
dered to her. 
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8 Queen Mary, who appears to ha\'e been incapable (.f 
generosity or c1emenry, determined to romove every per
son, from whom the least danger could he apprehended. 
'Yarning was, therefore, given to lady Jane to prepare for 
death; a ooom which she had expected, and which the in
nocence of her life, as well as the misfortunes to which she 
l,ad been expo~ed, rendered no unwelcome news to her. 

9 The qllei'n's bigoted zeal, under colour of tender mercy 
to the prisoner's soul, induced her to send priests, who mo
lested her with perpetual disputaticn ; and even a reprieve of 
three days was granted her, in 110[,,_5 that she would be per
suaded, during that lime, to pay, by a timely comersion to 
popery, some regard to her eternal welfare. 

10 Lady.J ane had presence of mind, in those melancholy 
circnmstances, not only to defend her religion by solid argu
ments, but also to write a 18tter to Jaer sister, in the Greek 
language, in which, heside_ sending her a copy of the :::crip
tmes in that ton;:;l1e, she exhorted her to maintain, in every 
fortune, a like steady perseverance. 

11 On the (Ia}" of her execution, her husband, lord Guil
ford, de;ired pcrmission to see her; but she refused her con
srnt, and Setlt him word, that the tenderness of their par
ting, would overcome the fortitude of both; and would too 
much unbend their minds from that constancy which their 
approachin~ end required of them. Their separation, she 
said, would be only for a moment, and they would soon re
join each other in a scene, where their afrcctions would be 
(ore,'er united; and where death, disappointments, and mis
fortunes, could no longer have access to them, or disturb 
their eternal felicity. 

19! It had been intended to execute the lady Jane and lord 
Guilford together on the same scaffold, at Tower Hill; but 
the council, dreacling the compassion of the people for their 
youth, beauty, innocence, and noble birth, ch3JJged t!,eir 
order'i, and gave direetions that she should be beheaded 
within the verge of the Tower. 

1;3 She saw her husband led to execution; and, having 
given him from the window some tokcn of her rcmembrance, 
she waited witl1 tranquility till her own appointed hour should 
bring her to a like fate. She even saw his headless body car
ried hack in a cart; and found hcrself more confirmed by 
the reports which she beard of the constancy of ,his end, 
than shaken by so tender and melancholy a spectacle. 

14 Sir John Gage. constable of the Tower, when he led 
her to execution, desired her to bestow on him some small 



THE ENGLISH RE.\DEP... P.\R'i't. 

pre~ent, which he might keep 8S a perpetual memorial of her. 
She crave him her table-book, in which she had just written 
threeOsentence~, on seeipg hf'r htlsband's dead body; one in 
Greek, another in L'ltin, a third ill English. 

) 5 The purport of them was: .. that human justice wa~ 
against his body, but the Divine '\Jerey would he favourable 
to his son!; and that if her fault ueserved pnnishment, her 
youth, at least, and her imprudence, were worthy of excuse; 
anu that God and posterity, she trusted, would show her fa
vour." On the scalfold, she made a speech to the by-stand
ers, in which the mildness of her disposition led her to take 
the blame entirely on herself, withont uttering one complaint 
against the severity with which she had been treated. 

16 She said, that her offence was, not that she had laid 
her hanel upon the crown, but that 5he had not rejected it 
with sufficient constancy; that she hall less el"1'ed through 
ambition than through reverence to her parents, \\ hom she 
had been taught to love :lnd obey: that she willingly re
ceived death, as the only satisfaction which she could now 
make to the injured state; ant! thongh her infringement of 
the laws had been constrained, she' would show, by her vol
untary submission to their sentencE', that she was desiroos to 
atolle for that disobedience, into which too much filial piety 
had betrayed her: that she had justly deserved th)s punish
ment, for being made the instrull1ellt, though the unwilling 
instrument, of the ambition of others; and that the story of 
her life, she hOF,~,l, might at least be useful, by proving 
that innocence excuses not great lIlisdeeds, if they tend in 
any way to the destruction of the commonwealth. 

17 After uttering these words, she caused herself to be 
disrobed by her women, and with a stead". serene coun
tenance, submitted herself to the executioner. HUME. 

SECTION V. 
Ortogrul; or, the vanity of riches. 

As Ortogrul, of BaSI a, was onp. day wanderIng along the 
streets of Bagdllt, musing on the varieties of merchandise 
which the shops opened to his view, and observinO' the rlif~ 
ferent occupations which busied the multitude on e~ery side, 
he was awakened from the tranqility of meditation, Ly a 
crowd that obstructed his passage. He raised his eye~, and 
saw the chief vizier who, having returned from the divan, 
was entering his palace. 

~ Ortogrul mingled with the attendants; and, being sup
posed to have some petition for the "izier, was permitted to 
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enter. lIe surveyed the spaciousness of the ap~rtll1e 
admired the walls hung with golden tape~try, and the fl 
covered with silken carpets; and despiser! the simple n 
ness of his own little habitation. 

S .. Surely," Slid he to himself, .. this palace is the se; 
happiness; where pleasure mceeeds to pleasl1)"(~, and 
eontent and sorrow can haye no ~dmission. 'l"h'lteI'PI" 
ture has provided for the deli;;ht of sense, is here spread f 
to be enjoyed. ';"bat can mortals hope or ima£!;ine, wi 
the master of this palace has not obtained? The tlishE 
luxury cover his table! the ,uice of harmollY hd's hi,lll ir 
bowers; he breathes the fragrance of the groves of J 
and sleeps upon tIle down of the cygnets of the G<1nc::c 

,1 He speaks, and his mandate is obeyed; he v:isllcs. 
his wish is gratified: all whom he ~rcs, obey him, ane 
\vhom he hears, flatter him. How ditTerent, 0, Ortu~ 
is thy condition, who art doome<l to the pel'jli:t'l Ii tornl 
of unsatisfied desire; a1ld who hast no amllsement ill 
pOlVer, that can withhold thee from thy own rlltkctidns 

5 They tell thee that thou <irt wise; but W:j~t (loes \',i" 
avail with poverty? None will ft~tter the poor; and tli,' , 
have very little power of flattering themselves. That m~ 
surely the most wrptched of the sons of wretehedn~5s, 
lives with his own faults and follies always uefore him; 
who has none to reconcile him to himiclf by IJI'8ise and \! 

ration. I have long sought conten't, and have not fOllna 
I will from this moment endeavour to be rich." 

6 Full of his new resolution, he shut himself in his ch 
ber for six months, to deliberate holV he should grolV r 
He sometimes purposed to olrer himself as ;,'" coul1sello 
one of the Idngs of India; and at others re ;0; I'ed to eli::; 
diamonds in the mines of Golconda. 

7 One day, after some hours passed in "iolent t1uctua 
of opinion, sleep insensibly seized him in his chair. 
dreamed that he was ranging a desert country, ill 5('a1'" 
some one that might teach him to grow rich; and, as he sl 
on the top of a hill, shaded with cypress, in doubt whi 
to direct his steps, his father appeared on a sud dell stall( 
before him. "Ortogrul," s'lid the old man, .. J klllllY 

perplexity; listen to thy father; tum thine t,yes on 
opposite Illoulltain." 

3 Ortogrullooked, and sa.w a t rm01lt tumhling down 
Jocks, roaring with the noi~e of thunder, and scatterill/ 
foam on the impending woods. .. Now," said his fat 

C 
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II behold the valley that lies between the hills." Ortogrul 
looked, and espied a little well, out of which issuetl a small 
ril'ulet. "Tell me now," said his father, "dost thou wish 
for sudden affluence, that may pour upon thee like the moun
tain torrent; or for a slow and gradual increase resembling 
the rill glidin~ frolll the well 1" 

9 "Let me be quickly rich," said Ol'togrul; "let the 
golden stream be quick and violent." "Look around thee," 
said his father, "once again." Ortogrullooked, and per
ceived thr- channel of the torrent dry and dusty; but follow
ing the rivulet from the well, he traced it to a wide lake, 
which the supply, slow and constant, kept always full. He 
awoke, and determined to grow rich by silent profit, and 
pcrserering industry. 

III Havin;:;; sold his patrimony, he engaged in merchandise; 
and in twenty years purchased lands, on which he raised a 
house, equ~l in sumptuousness to that of the \'izier ; to this 
mansion he imitcd all the ministers of pleasure, expecting to 
enj()y all the felicity ,yhich he had imagined ricbes able to af
ford. Leisure soon made him wea~y of himself, and he longed 
to be persuaded that he was great and happy. IIe was cour
teous ;lncl liberal; he gave all that approached him hopes 
of plea:ing him, and all who shoulu please him, hopes of 
IJcillg rewarued. Every art of praise W<lS tried, and every 
sOlll'ce of adulatory fiction was exhausted. 

II Ortogrul heard his flatterers without delight, because 
he fonnd himself unable to believe them. His own heart told 
him its frailties; his own understanding reproached him 
with his faults. "How long," said he, with a dtpp sigh, 
" have f heel~ labouring; in vain to amass wealth, which at 
last i5 useless! Let no man hereafter wish to be rich, who 
is already too wise to be flattered." DR. JOHNSON. 

SECTION n. 
The Rill of Science. 

IN that season of the year, when the serenity of the sky, 
the various fruits ,,,hich cover the ground, the discoloured 
foliage of the trees, and all the sweet, but fading graces of 
inspiring autnmn, open the mind to benevolence, and dispose 
it for contemplation, I was wandering in a beautiful and ro
mantic country, till curiosity began to give way to weariness; 
and I sat down on the fragment of a rock overrrrown with 
moss; where the rustling of the falling leaves, :'he dashing 
of waters, and the hllm of the distant city, soothed my mind 
into a most perfect tranquility; and sleep insensibly ~tole 
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upon me, as I was illdlllgin~ the agreeable reveries, which 
the objects arollnd me naturally inspired. 

<:! 1 immediately found myself in d. vast extended plain, ill 
the middle of which arose a mountain, higher than I had be
lore allY conception of. It was covered I',ith a multitude of 
p'eople, chiefly youth; many of II hom pressed forward with 
the liveliest expression of ardour in their OOllntenance, 
though the way was in many plares, steep and difficult. 

3 I observed those who had just b",;un to climh the 
hill, thought themselves not far from the top; but as they 
proceeded, new hills were continually rising to their I iew ; 
and the summit of the highest they could before discern, 
seemed but the foot of another, till the mountain at lcngth 
appeared to lose itself in the clouds. 

4 As I was gazing on these things with astonishment, a 
friendly instructer sud!lenly appeared: .. The mountain Le
fore thee," said he, .. is the Hill of Science. On tile top is 
the temple. of Truth, II hose head is above the clouds, and 
a veil of pure light covers her face. OLselle the progress 
of her votaries; lJe silent and attentive." 

5 After J had noticed a variety of objects, I turned my 
eyes towards the multitudes 11'110 were climbing the steep as
cent; anc1 observed amongst them a YUllth of a lively look, a 
piercing eye, and something fiery and irrci2,ular in all his mo
tions. His nama was Genius. He darted like all eagle up 
the mountain; and left his companions gazing after him with 
envy and admiration: but his progress was unequal, and in
terrupted by a thousand caprices. 

6 'Vhen Pleasure warLled in the valley, he mingled in her 
train. 'Vhen Pride beckoned towards the precipice he ven
tured to the tottering edge. He delighted in devious and 
untried paths; and made so many excursions from the 1'0<1<1, 
that his feehler companions often outstripped him. I oh
served that the Muses beheld him with partiality: but Truth 
often frowned and turned aside her face. 

7 'Vhile Genius was thus wasting his strength in eccentric 
flights, I saw a person of very different appearance, named 
Application. He crept along with a slow and unremitting 
pace, his eyes fixed on the top of the mountain, patiently 
l"emoving every stone that obstructed his wa)', till he saw 
most of those below him, who had at first derided his slow 
and toilsome progress. 

8 Indeed, there were few who ascended the hill with 
equal and uninterrupteu steadiness; for, besides the diffi
culties of the way, they were continually solicited to turn 
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aside hy a numerous crowd of Appetites. Passions, and 
Plea,ures, whose importunity, when once complied with, 
they became less and less able to resist; and tbough they 
often I'eturned to the path, the asperities of the road were 
more severely felt; the hill appeared more steep Hnd rug
ged; the fmits, which were wholesome and refreshing, 
~eeJlled h~mh and ill tasted; their sight grew dim; and their 
feet tdpt at every little obstruction. 

9 I saw, with sOlI1e surprise, that the MusE'S, whose busi
ness was to cheer And encourage those who were toiling up 
the ascellt, would often sing in the bOIl'ers of Pleasure, and 
accompany those who were enticed away at the call of the 
Pas,ions. They accompanied them, however, but a little 
Iray; and alw<lYs forsook them when they lost sight of the 
hill. The tyrants then doubled their chains upon the un-
1!;IPPY captives, and led them awa)" lIithout resistance to 
the cells of Ignorance, or the mansions of l\liscry. 

10 AlI1ong,l the innulllerable seducers, who were endea
vouring to draw away the "otaries of Truth from the path of 
~cience, there ,,'as onr, so little formidable in her appea
r:lnce, and so gentle and languid in her attempts, that I 
~hollid scarcely have taken notice of her, but for the numbers 
she h<1,1 imperceptibly 10<lded ,dlh her chz.ins. 

11 Indolence, (for so she was called,) far from proceetIing 
to open hO<;lililies, die! not attempt to turn their feet out of 
the path, but contented herself with retarding their pro
gl eo,s , and the purpose shc could not force them to abandon, 
~he persuaded therd to delay. Her touch had a power like 
th". of the torpedo, '''hich withered the strength of those 
who came within its influence. lIer unhappy captives still 
turned their faces towards the temple, and always hoped to 
arrive there; hut the ground seemed to slide from beneath 
their feet, and they found themselves at the bottom, before 
they suspectC'd they had changed their place. 

l~ The placid O'erenity, which at first appeared in their 
cOLllltenance, changed by degrees into a melancholy languor, 
which was tinged with deeper and deeper gloom, as they 
glided dOlVn the stream of Insignificance; a dark and slug
gish water, which is curled by no breeze, and enlivened by 
no murmur, till it falls into a dead sea, where startled pas
sengers are awaI(ened by the shock, and the next moment 
buried in the gulf of Oblivion. 

13 Of all the unhappy deserters from the paths of Science, 
none seemed less able to return than the followers of Indo
lence. The captives of Appetite and Passion would often 
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seize the-mor,;cnt when their tyranls lVere languid 01" l~leep, 
to escape from theil' ench:mtment ; btlt the dominion pC In
dolence was constant and unremitted; and seldom resisted, 
till resistance was in vain. 

14 After contemplating these things, I turned my ryes 
towards the top of the monntain, where the air was alII ays 
pure and exhi;ir~,tillc;. the path shaded with laurels and ever
greens, and the et:'ulgence which beamed from the face of 
Science, se2med to shed a glory fiHmrl her votaries. HilP
py, said I. are they who are permitted to ascend the moun
t,lin! But while I was pronounci!lg this e':clamation, \lith 
uncommon ~rdour, I saw, standing beside me, a form of 
diviner featur~<, and :l more benign radiance. 

15 "Happier," said she, "are they wbom Yirtlle condnct, 
to the Mansions of Content!" "'Vhat," said I. "does Vir
tue then reside in the vale 7" "I am found," said she, .. in the 
vale, and I illnmill;J.te the mountain. I cheer the cottag~r 
at his toil, and impire the sage at "is meditation. I Rlin;:;le 
in the crowd of cities, and bless the hermit in his cell. I 
h~ I'e J temple in every heart that owns my influence, an:} to 
him that wishes for me, I am already preseot. Science 
nny raise thee to emiilcnce; but I alone can guide thee to 
felicity. " 

1') \Yhile Virtne w" thus ~I'eakin'!, I stretched out my 
arms towards her, wilh a vebcll,ence which broke wy sbm
ber. The chill dews lVere f.llling around me, aEd the shades 
of evening stetched over tbe lannscape. I hastened home
ward, and resigned the night to sir~nce and mcdil,ltiun. 

AIKIN. 

SECTION VII. 

Thejl}!Lm"y of a !l(ly; a picture of !tumanlije. 

f'B1DAU, the son of Abensina, left the caravan,era early 
in the morning, and pursued his journey throngh the plains 
of Ind ostan. He was fresh and vigorous, with rr st; he \Vas 
animated with hope; he lVas incited uy desire; be wall,ed 
swiftly forward over the rallies, and SillV the hills gradually 
rbing before him. 

£. As he passed along, his cars were dcli~hted with the 
morning SOli,'!; of the bird of paradise; he W;1:1 f.LOucd hy the 
last flutters ,;1' the sin!dng breeze, aud sprinlded with dew 
from groves of spices. He sometimes contemplated the tow
ering height of the oa;i. monarch of the hill,; "nr] some-

C~ 
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times caught the gentle fragrance of the Primro~e, eldest 
uilu;:,hter of the spriug; all his senses were gratified, and 
all c,ue was b'll~isbp.d from his heart. 

S Thus he went on, till the sun approached his meridian, 
and the increasing heat preyed upon his strength; he then 
loo!;,"d round about him for some more commodious lJath. 
He S~II', all his right halld, a grove that seemed to wave its 
sh:ldes as a sign of invitation; he entered it, and found the 
coo!ness and \'crdure irresisliLly pleasant. 

4 Hc dill not, however, forget whither he was travelling; 
hut found a lIarrow \\ ar, bordered with flowers, which ap
peared to have the same din;cti,un with the main road; and 
W:lS pleased, that, by this happy experiment, he had found 
means to lIniie pJ<easnre \\ ith busiuess, and to gain the re
\'. ards of diligence without SUffering its fatigues. 

5 lie, therei(Jf(?, still continued to walk for a time, with
out the least remission of his ardour, except that he was 
sl)metimes tempted to stop by the music of the birds, \\ hich 
the heat had assembled in the :;hade; and sometimes amused 
himself with pllll:\;ill~ the flowers that covered the banks 
un each ,irle, or the fruits that hung upon the branches. 

6 ~\t last, the green path began to decline from its tirst 
tendency, and (,) wind among hills and thickets, cooled with 
f"ulltains, and murmuring with waterLlIls. Here Obidah 
Vl.Used for a time, and began to consider whether it were 
lon!!er S.ire to forsake the known and common track; but 
remembering that the heat was now in its greatest violence, 
and that the plain was dusty and uneven, he resolved to pur
sue the new path, which he supposed only to make a few 
meanders, ill compliance with the varieties of the ground, 
an!! to end at last in the common road. 

7 Having thus calmed his solicitude, he renewed his pace, 
thou~!i be suspected that he was not g'lining groUlld. This 
ullea,illess of his mind inclined him to lay hold on every 
new object, and give way to every sensation that might soothe 
or di':ert him. He listened to every echo; he mounted every 
hill for a fresh prospect; he turned aside to every cascade; 
and pleased himself with tracing the cour~e of a gentle river 
that rolled among the trees, and watered a lar"e reerion with 
innllll,erable circumvolutions. 0 0 

8 I,n thes.e J..musernents, the hours passed Away unaccount
ed; IllS deVIatIOns had perplexed his memory, and he knew 
not tOll'drds, '~hat point to travel. lIe stood pensive and 
conftued. atraullo go forward, lest he should go Wl'Ollg, yet 
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conscious that the time of loitering was now past. 'While 
he was thus tortured with uncertainty, the sky was over
spread with clouds; the day vanished from before him; and 
a sudden tempest gathered round his head. 

9 He was now rOll sed by his danger, to a quick and a pain
ful remembrance of his folly; he now saw how happiness is 
bSl when ease is consulted: te lamented the unmanly im
patience that prompted him to seek shelter in the grove; and 
despised the petty curiosity that led him on from trifle to 
tlille. \Vhile be was thus reflecting, the air grew blacker, 
and a clap of thunder broke his meditation. 

10 He now resolved to do what yet remained in bis power 
to tread back the ground which he had passed, and try to 
filJJ some issue where the wood mij!;ht open into the plain. 
He prostrated himself on the ground, and recom~ended his 
life to tbe Lord of Nature. He rose with confidence alld 
tranquility, and pressed on 'lith resolution. The beasts of 
the desert were in motion, and on every hand were heard 
the mingled howls of rage and fear, and ravage and expi
ration. All the horrors of darkness and solitude surrounded 
him; the wind roared in the woods; and the torrents tlllfl
bled from the hills. 

11 Thus forlorn and distressed, he wandered through the 
\', iId, without knowing whether he was going" or whether he 
was every moment drawing nearer to safety, or to destruc
tion. At length, not fear, but labour, began to evercome 
him; his breath grew short, and his knees trembled; and 
he was on the point of lying down in resignation to his fate, 
when he beheld, through the brambles, the glimmer of a 
taper. 

l~ lIs advanced towards the light, and finding that it pro
ceeded from the cottage of a hermit, he called humbly at the 
door, and obtained admission. Tile old man set before him 
SLlch provisions as he h'ld collected for himself, on which 
Ohidah fed with eagerness and gratitude. 

13 "Then the repast was over, "Tell me," said the her
I~lit, .. by what chance thou hast been brollght hither? I 
have been now twenty years an inhabitant of the \Vildernes~, 
in whicli I never .'ali' a man IJefore." Obidah then r[:lated 
the occurrence.~ of his journey, without any concealment or 
palliation. 

14 "Son," said the hermit, "let the errors and follies, 
the dangers and escape of Ihis day, siuk deep into the heal'!. 
Remember, my SOil, that human life is the journey of a d,lY. 
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"\1,' e rise in the morning of youth, full of vigcur, and full of 
expectation; we' set furw3rc with spirit and hope, with 
gaiety and with diligence, and travel on a while in the di
rect road of piet),. towards the mansions of rest. 

15 In a shurt time, ""e relllit our fervour and endeavour 
to find some miti;i2.ti,m of our duty, and 5011'le more easy 
means of obtaining the same end. We then relax our vi
gom, and r2solve no longer to be terrified \\,ith crimes at a 
distance; bl;1 rely upon our own t,onstancy, and venture to 
approach what we resolve never to tOllch. 'Ve thus enter 
the bowers of ease, and repose in the ~hacles of security. . 

16 Here the heart softens, and " idlance subsides; we are 
then willing to enquire whetller ano~tner advance cannot be 
made, and whether we may not, at least, tUI'll our eyes upon 
the gardens of pleasure. \Ve approach them with scruple 
and hesitation; we enter them, but enter timorous and 
trembling; tincl always 1I'lpe to pass through them without 
losing the road of virtue, "'hich, for a while, we keep in 
our sight, and to which we purpose to return. But tempta-

, tion saccecds temptation, and one compliance prepares us 
for a!lother; we ill time lose the happiness of innocence, 
8of1d solM:e our disquiet with sensual gratifications. 

, 1 t.By elegrees, we let fall the remembranGe of our origin1l1 
intention, and qnit the only <1,leqnate object of rational de
';ire. \Ve entangle ourselvfs in business, immerge ourselves 
ill luxury, and ru\'e throur;h the lahyrinths of inconstancy; 
till the darkn2ss of old age begins to invade U'" and disease 
and anxiety, obstruct onr way. ,\Ve then look hack UPOI' 
our lives with horror, ,,:ith sorrow, lI'ith repentance; and 
wish, but too often vainly wish, that we had not forsaken 
the w:\"s of virtue. 

18 iiappy are «hey, my son. who shall learn from thy ex
ample, not to despair; but shall remember, that, though 
the day is past, and their strength is wasted, there yet re
mains one eifort to be made: that reformation is never hope
less, nor sincere endeavours ever unassisted; that the wan
derer may at length return, after all hi~ errors; and that he 
wiJo implores strength and courage from above, shall find 
danger and difficulty give way before him. Go now, my 
son, to thy' repose; commit thY~E'lf to the care of Omnipo
tence; and when the morning (:::1:5 again to toil, begin anew 
thy journey alld thy life." 

DIL JOHl'fSO,,', 
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CHAPTER III. 

DIDACTIC PIECES. 
~ 

SECTION I. 

The importance of a good Education. 

55 

I CO~SIDER a hum:m soul, without education, like marbla 
in the quarry: which shows Ilone of its inherent beauties, 
until the skill of the polisher fetches out the colours, makes 
the surface shine, and discovers eve~y ornamental cloud, 
st-'of, and vein, that runs through the budy of it. Edu
cation, after the same manner, when it works upon a noble 
mind, draws out to view every latent virtue and perfection, 
which, without such helps, are never able to make their 
appearance. 

~ If my reader will gi vc me leave to change the allusion so 
soon upon him, I shall make use of the same instance to il
lustrate the force of education, which t\ristotle has brought 
to explain his doctrine of substantial forms, when he tells us 
that a statue lies hid in a block of marble; and that the art 
of the statuary only clears away the superfluous matter, and 
removes the rubbish. The figure is in the stone, aud the 
sculptor only finds it. 

S 'Vhat sculpture is to a block of marhle, education is to a 
human soul. The philosopher, the saint, or the hero, the 
wise, the good,' or the great man, very often lies hid and 
concealed in a plebeian, which a proper education might have 
disinterred, and brought to light. I am therefore much de
lighted with reading the accounts of savage nations; and with 
contemplating those virtues which are wild and uncultivated: 
.to see courage exerting itself in fierceness, resolution in obsti
nacy, wisdom in cunning, patience in sullenness and despair. 

4 Men's passions operate variously, and appearin different 
kinds of actions, according as they are more or less rectified 
and swayed by reason. 'Vhen one hears of negroes, who, 
upon the death of their masters, or upon changing their ser
vice, hang themselves upon the next tree, as it sometimes 
happens ill our American plantations, who can forbear ad
miring their fidelity, though it expresses itself in so dread
ful a manner? 

5 'Vha! might not that savage greatness of soul, which ap
pears in these poor wretches on many occlsions, be raised to, 
were it rightly cultivated? And what colour of excuse can 
there ~, for the contempt with which we treat this part of 
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our s~ecie5, that we should not put them upon the ~o".lmon 
f.JOtillg of humanity; that we should ollly set :m ,"slgnli-' 
cant fine upon the man who murders the III ; n~y, that we 
;llOuIJ, as much as in us lies, cut them off frolll the pros
pecl'; uf happine-s ill another world, as well as in this; and 
delly them that which we look upon as the proper means for 
attaining it ! 

() It i~ therefore an unspeakable blessing, to be born in 
those parts of the world where wisdom and knowledge 
Ilonrish; though, it must be confessed, there are, even in 
tllese parts, several poor uninstructed persons, who are but 
little above the inhabitant, of those nations of which I have 
Leen here speaking; as those who have had the advanteges 
of a more liberal Ilducation, rise above one another by seve
ral ditferent degrees of perfection. 

7 For, to return to our statue in the block of marble, we 
see it sometimes only begun to be chipped, sometimes rough 
hewn, and but just sketched into a human figure; some
times we see tha man appearing distinctly ill all his limbs 
and features; sometimes we find the figure wrought up to 
great elegancy; but seldom meet witb any to which the 
hand of a Phidias or a Praxiteles, eould not eive several 
nice touches and finishings. - ADDISON. 

SECTION II. 

On Gratitude. 
THERE is not a more pleasing exercise of the mind than 

gratitude. It is accompanied with so great inward satisfac
tion, that the duty is sufficiently rewarded by the performance. 
It is not, like the practice of many other virtues, difficult 
and painful, but, attended with so much pleasure, that were 
there no positive command which enjoined it, nor any re- . 
com pense laid lip for it hereafter, a generous mind would 
indulge in it, for the natural gratification which it affords. 

2 If gratitude is due from man to man, how much more 
from man to his Maker? The Supreme Being does not only 
confer upon us those bounties which proceed more immedi
ately from his own hand, but even those benefits which are 
conveyed to us by others. Every blessing we enjoy, by what 
means soever it may be conferred upon us, is the uift of III~I 
who is the great Author of good, and the Father gr mercies. 

S If gratitude, when exerted tOlVards one another, natu
rally produces " very pleasing sensation in the mind of a 
grateful man, it exalts tbe soul into rapture, when it is em
ployed on this great object of gratitude; on this beneficent 
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Being. who ha5 given us every thing; we alreally posse~~. anll 
from whom we expect every thing we yet hope for. ADDISON. 

SECTION III. 
On Forgit·eness. 

THE most plain and natural sentiments of equity concur 
with divine authority, to enforce the dut), of filrgiveness. 
Let him who has ne\'er in his life done wrong. be allllwcrl 
the privilege of rem3ining inexorable. nut let snch as are 
consciolls of frailties and crimes, consider for~ivcness a~ a 
debt which they owe to others. Common f'lilillgs are the 
strongest lesson of mutual forbearance. \r ere this \'irtn'~ 
unknown among men, order and comfort, peace and repose, 
would be strangers to human life. 

9:! Injuries retaliatell according to the exorbitant measure 
which passion prescribes, wonld excite resentment in return. 
The injured person would become the injurer; and th\l~ 
wrongs, retaliations, and fresh injuries, would circulate in 
endless succession, till the world was rendered a field of blood. 

S Of all the passions which invade the human breast, re
venge is the most direful. \Vhen allowed to reign "ith full 
rlominion, it is more than sufficient to poison the few plea
sures which remain to man in his present statE'. How much 
soever a person mav suffer from injustice, he is always in 
hazard or sufferin:; more from the prosecution of revenge. 
The violence of an enemy cannot in(\ict what is eC]lIal to the 
torment he creates to himself. by means of the fierce and 
desperate passions ,,'hich he allows to rage in his soul. 

4 Those evil spirits that inhabit the regions of misery, aI'€' 
represented as delighting in revenge and cruelty. But all 
that is great and good in the universe, is on the side of clem
ency and mercy. The Almighty Ruler of the world, though 
for ages offended by the unrighteousness, and insulted by the 
impiety of men, is" long-suffering and slow to anger." 

5 His Son. when he appeared in our nature, exhibited, 
both in his life ;Jnd his death, the most illustrious example 
of for~iveness which the world ever beheld. If we look into 
the history of mankind, we shall find that, in every age, they 
who have heen respected as worthy, or admired us great 
have been distinguished for this virtue. ' 

6 Revenge dwells in little minds. A noble and magnani
mous spirit, is always superior to it. It suffers not, (rom 
the injuries of men those severe shocks which others feel. 
Collected within itself, it stands unmoved by their impotent 
assaults; and, with generous pity, rather than with anger 
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looks down on their unworthy eonduct. It has heen truly 
jaid, that the greatest man on earth can no sooner commit 
nn injury, than a gooj man can make himself greater, by 
forgiving it. BLAIR. 

SECTION IV. 
JiIotil'cs to the practice oj Gentlc/les,~. 

To promote the \'irlue of gentleness, lye ought to \'ienr aliI' 

character with an impartial eye; and 10 learn, from our own 
failings, to give thaC indulgence which in our turn we claim. 
It is pride which fills the world with so much har,hnes9 and 
severit". In the fulness of self-estimation, we furget what 
we are: ,re claim attentions to which lVe are not ~ntirlect. 
'Ve are rigorous to oft"i'mces, as if we had never oll'ended; 
unfeeling to distress, 35 if we l;new nut what it was to sltlfer. 
:From lhose airy regiuns of pride and folly, let liS descend to 
OllT proper level. 

':! Let us survey the natural equality on which prm'idence 
has placed man with lOiln, and reliect on the infennities COIn

lOon to all. If the reflection on natural eqllality and mntual 
olrences, be insufficient to pron.pt hnmanit)', let us at least 
rememher what we are in the si" ht of our Creator. Have we 
none of that forbearance to giv~ one another, which we aJI so 
earnestly entreat frolO heaven? Can we look for clemency 
or gentleness from OIH Jud:.;r, when we are so backward to 
show it to our own brethren? 

S Let us also accustom ourselves to reflect on the srnnll 
moment of those things, which are the usual incentives to 
violence and contention. In the ruffled and angry hour, we 
view every appearance through a fabe medium. The most 
inconsiderable point of interest, or honour, swells into a mo
mentous object; and the slightest attack seems to threaten 
immediate ruin. 

4 But after passion 01' pride has subsided, we look around 
in vain for the mighty mischiefs we dreaded. The fabric, 
which our disturbed imagination had reared, totally disap
pears. Bn! though the cause of contention has dwindled 
away, its consequences remain. We have alienated a friend; 
we have imbittered an enemy; we han sown the seeds of 
future suspicion, malevolence, or disgust. 

5 Let us suspend our violence for a moment, when causes 
of discord occur. Let us anticipate that periO<! of coolness, 
which, of itself, will soon arrive. Let us refiect how little 
we have any prospect of gaining by fierce contention; but 
how much of the true happiness of life we are certain ofth10 li-
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in~ alVa\". Easilv, Bnd from the ~m<lllest c1·illl;, tli~ t;itter 
waters ~f sll'i,'c ;1I~e let forth; hut their course Cdnllot he fore
seen; alJd he seldolll fail,; (If suffering most fmlll their poi
l1onous ceeet, ,"ho first alloll'ed them to flow. DLAIR. 

SECTION Y • 

. ~ .~;:sJ1ici(u~ Temper the source of !.[tsrry ta ;I,~ pCESt~sor. 

As it suspicions spirit is the ~nl1rce of ll1~ny rrimns allrl 
<'al:tmities in the ",nrld, so it is the s:'ring of certain I,lisen' 
to the person who indulg'" it. His friends will be few ; ~ "Id 
small" ill be his comfort in those whom he pr,"esses. Be
lieving others to be his PIH'mies, he will of course m;l\(e them 
~uch. Let his caution be ('\ PI' so great, the nspNity of Ilis 
tholl(;hts will often break Ollt i:) his beila'!iour; and in return 
for srl'pecting and hating, he \', ill incur sllspicion and h~!I'erl. 

!:! r;,,,i,ip, the external evils which he draws Ilpnn hirllself, 
nrisin2; from alienated frien,],lIip, broken c'lIIii']"ncc, and 
open enmity, the suspicious tl'lllpt'r it~elf i, one of tile \\,<),.,1. 

elih whi.:h -iny mCln can slIlfer. Ir" ill all feRr thpl'", is lor
Dlf'lIt," how misf'rable nJtht I'e his ~t~te, who, uy jiving: in 
perpetual jealousy, lives in perpetTlal dread? 

S Looking upon himself to be surrolllldpd with sri" •. ene
mies, and designing men, he is a str;tn;:er f') reliar.~r> Rnd 
trust. He knows not to whom to open hilllsplC. He dr('<sP3 
his countenance in forced smiles, while his Lenrt thro!·~ 
wirhin from apprehensions of secret treachery. I1eIlCP (rPf
fulTless and ill hUIUOl1r, disg\lst at the IVOrJr'. and all the 
painful sensations of an irritated anri imbittfred mina. 

4 So numerollS and great are the e\'ils arising from a su~
piciolls disposition, that, of the tll'O extrPlIlcs, it is more eli
gible to expose ourselves to occasion,,1 dis3dvantage flom 
thinking too well of other~, than to sllffer continual mi';er~' 
hy tl.inking allVays ill of them. It is IJPtter to be sometim('< 
imposed upon, thln never to tr:!st. :-'~fety iq rurcllOlsf'ci at 
too dear a rate, when, in order to secure it, WP nre obli~ ... ,l 
to be always clan in armour, and to Ihe in perpetual hos
tility with our fellows. 

5 Thisis. for the sake of living, to drprin. ourS(':I'C<; Ofth,~ 
comfort of life. Tht' man of candonr enjoys his sitnat;on, 
wh"tever it is, with cheerfulness and peace. Prudence di
rects his intercourse with the world; and no black ,l1spiciom 
haunt his hours of rest. A~rll~tomed to ,'iew the ciJOlr;'r·ter~ 
of his np.ighbours in the most favourabie light, he is Iille one 

D 
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who dwells amidst those beautiful scene~ of nature, on which 
the eye rests with pleasure. 

6 \Vhere,1s the suspiciolls man, h:n ing his imagination 
fi1led wilh all the shocking forms of human falsehood, de
ceit, and treachny, resembles the traveller in the \Vildemes~, 
who discerns no objects around him, but such as ~re either 
dreary or terri hie ; caverns that yawn, serpents that hiss, 
and be,lSts of prey that bowl. BLAIR. 

SECTION VI. 
Comforts of Religion. 

THERE are many who have passed the age of youth and 
beauty; who have resigned the pleasures of that smiling sea
son; \\ ho be:;in to decline into the vale of years, impaired 
in their health, depressed in their fortunes, ~tript of their 
friends, their children, - and perhaps still more tender con
nl'xioos. \Vhat resource can this world alTurd them? It 
presents a dark and dreary waste, through which there does 
not issue ,l single ray of comfort. 

2 Evcry delusive prospect uf ambition is now at an end; 
long experience of manl,iud, an experience yery di:j'erent 
from ,,-hat the open and generous soul of youth had fondly 
cireamt of, has rendered the heart almost inaccessible to new 
friendships. The principal sources of aui vity are taken 
away, wllell those for whom we labour are cut olf from us; 
those W:1O animated, and who sweetened all the toils of life. 

S "Vhere then can the soul find refuge, but ill the b(bom 
of Religion? There she is admitteu tl) those prospects of 
Providellcc and futurity, which alone can WI\I'I:1 allli fill the 
heart. I speak here of slIch as retaill the feelings of hll
manity; whom misfortunes have softened, and pClhaps rell
(1pred more delicately sensibl~; not of sueh as possess that 
5!l1pi<1 insensibility, which some are pleased to dignify with 
the nallle of Philosophy. • 

4 It might therefore be expecte<l, that those philosophers, 
who think they stand in no need themselves of the assistance 
of rpli':ion to support their virtue, and who never feel the 
want of its consolations, woul(\ yet have the humanity to 
con.~i"er the wry different situation of the rest of man Ii i"nd ; 
and not end(';lI'ol1r to deprive them of what h~bit, at least, 
if they will not allow it \0 be !J:Jture, has made necessary to 
t11f'ir morals allrl to thell' happines. 

;, It might be expected, that humanity would prevent 
them flOrn brealting into the \;lst retreat of the unfortunate, 
who can no longer be objects of their enry or resentment; 
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and tear.ing from them their only remaining comfort. The 
attempt to ridicule rclj~ion Ol;\y be agreeable to some, hy re
lieving them from rpstraint upon their plea~ures; and may 
render others very llJi~erable, by making them doubt thOSE) 
truths, in which they were most deeply interested; but it cau 
comey real good and happiness to no one individual. 

GREGORY. 

SECTION VII. 

Diffidence of our Abilities, a mark of Wisdom. 
IT is a sure indication of good sense, to be diffident of it. 

\Ye then, and not till then, are growing wisE', when we he
gin to discern how weak and unwise \I e are. An absolute 
perfection of understanding, is impossihle: hp. makes the 
nearest approaches to it, who has the sense to discern, and 
the humility to acknowledge, its imperfections. 

S! ;,Iodesty always sits gracefully upon youth: it cover" 
a multitude of faults, and doubles tbe lustre of e\'ery virtue 
whieh it seemg to hide: the perfections of men being like 
those flowers which appear more beautiful, when their leaves 
are a lillIe contracted and folded up, than when they are full 
blown, and display themselves, without any reserve, to the 
view. 

S \\'e are some of us "ery fond of knowledge, and apt to 
value ourselves upon :tny proficiency in the sciences; one sci
ence, however, there is, worth more than all the rest; and 
that is, the science of living well; which shall remain, when 
.. tongues;o;hall case," and" knowledge shall vanish away." 

4 As to new notions, and new doctrines, of which this age 
is very fruitful, the time wiJl come, when we shall have no 
pleasure in them: nay, the time shall come, when they sh'lll 
be exploded, and would have been forgotten, if they had 1I0l 

been preserved in those excellent books, which contain a 
confutation of them; like insects preserved for ages in am
ber, which otherwise would soon have returned to the com
mon mass of things. 

5 But a firm belief of Christianity, and a practice suitable 
to it, will support and invigorate the mind to the last; and 
most of all, at Ias~ at that important hom, which must de
cide our hopes and apprehensions; and the wisdom which, 
lilee our Saviour, cometh from above, will, through his 
merits, bring us thither. All our other studies and pursuits, 
however different, ought to be subservient to, BlId centre in, 
this grand point, the pursuit of eternal happiness, by beinrr 
good ill ourselves. and \I5efuI to the world. snd: 
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SECTION VIIl. 

On the importance of Order in. the distribution of our Time. 

TI UE we ought to consider as a sacred trust, committed 
to us t>y Gud: of \~hich we are now the depositories, al'ld 
are to rendel' all account at the last. That portion ofil which 
he has allotted to liS, is intended partly fur the concerns of 
this wurld, partly for those of the next. Let each of these 
occupy, in the dishibution of our tim~t that space which 
})[ol-ltrly belongs to it. 

2 Let not the hours of hospitality and pleasure interfere 
with the discharge of our necessary alfairs; and let not what 
we call1lecessary affairs, encroach upon the time \I' hich is due 
to uevotion. '1'0 every thing; there is a season, and a time 
for every purpose under the heaven. If we delay till to
morrolv what ollght to be done tu-day, we overcharge the 
morrow with a burden which belongs not to it. \Ve load the 
wheels of time, and prevent them from carrying us along 
smoothly. 

3 He who every morning.plansthe transactions of the day, 
and follows out that plan, carries on a thread which will 
guide him throngh the labyrinth of the most busy life. The 
orutjrly arrangement of his time, is like a ray of light, which 
dart~ itself through all his affairs. But where no plan i3 laid, 
where the disposal of time is surre:,dered merely to the 
ciJance of incidents. all things lie huddled together in one 
chaos. which admits neither of distribution Dor review. 

4 The first requisite for introducing order into the manage':' 
ment of time, is to be impressed with a just sense of its 
value. Let us consider well how much depends upon it, and 
how fast it flies away. The bulk of men are in·nothing more 
capricious and inconsistent, than in their appreciation of time. 
'Vhen they think of it, as the measure of their continu<lllce 
on earth, they highly prize it, and with the greatest anxiety, 
seek to lengthen it out. 

5 But when they view it in separate parcels, they ap'pear 
to hold it in contempt, and squander it with incolisiderate 
profusion. While they complain that life is short, they 'are 
often wishing its dilferent periods at an end. Covetous of 
every other possession, of time only they are prodig<ll. They 
alluw every idle man to be master of this property" aUfI 
make every ~rivolous occupation welcome that can help'them 
'\0 consumc II. 

B Among those who are so careless of time, it is not to be 
upacted that order should be obselYed in its distribution. 
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But, by this fatal neglect, how many materials of severe and 
lasting regret are they laying I'P in Hore for thell1~f'lves ! 
The time which they suffer to pa~s away in the midst of con
fusion, bitter repentance :celtS afterward! in vain to recall. 
'Vhat was omitted to be done at its Froper moment, arises 
to be the torment of some future se:tson. 

7 Manhood is disgraced by the consl'rjl,ences of neglected 
youth. Old "ge, oppressed 1>.1' cares that belonged to a for
mer period, labours under a bl1nlen -not its own. At the 
rIose of life, the dying man beholds with anp,ni,h that hi, 
days are fillil>hin~, whcn his preparation fol' eternity is hardly 
commenced. Such are the effects "f a disorderlv waste of 
time, through not attelH];ng to its value. Every tl;ing in the 
life of snch persons is misplaced. Nothing is performed 
aright, from not being performed in due season. 

S But he who is ord~r1y ill the distribution of his time, 
t~ltes the proper method of l'scdping those m'lnifold evils. 
He is justly said to redeem the time. By proper manage
ment he prolongs it. He i:1 es :nuch in little ~par,e; more 
in a few year;;, than others do in many. lIe can live to God 
and his own soul, and at the same tim p , attend to all the 
lawful interests of the present world. I !elooks back on th" 
past, and proVIdes for the futme. 

!J lIe c;Jtches and arre~ts the hours as they tly, They 
Ilre marked down f,)r useflll purposes, allcl their memory re
mains. '''herea, those hours (Jeet hI' the man of confusion, 
like it shadow. His d.ll's and yea;, ure either Llanb, of 
Irhich he has no remembrance, or thel' are fiiled up with so 
confused and irregular a succession ofunfinlshCLI tr;lI",JcliIJIlS, 
that though he retllembers he has beell busy, ret he C<l1I 

give no account of the blbiness which has eOIl,J"yed Ilim. 
BLAIR. 

SLCTION IX. 
The dignity of ,'irtue amidst corrupt E.ruiIIJ'I.s. 

TilE most excellent and honomal1le character which r:an 
adorn a man and a Christian, j~ arql1irerl hy rhi'i ill~Y the 
tal rent of viee, and adhering to thl' CallSI' of Gnd allrl vii f,lf:', 

ag:1ins[ a corrupted multitude. It will he fOllnd to I10Irl ilJ 
general, that they, who, in any c.f th .. g,,';1 t Iii ,,', ()f lir", 
hare distingllished thell1sehes for thinlling profolllldly. ami 
acting 1I0hly, have cie'pisld p'»llllar prrjudices: alld depart
ed, in several thiI1!;s, from tIle cnmmOlI wnv< of fl!c \Yodrl. 

2 On no orcasion i5 this more ru'p,i,itp for trill' 11011(,lIr, 
than where religiQu anJ 1II01alii.1 are concerned. III t;lll r'C 
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of prevailing licentiousness, to maintain unblemished virtue, 
and uncorrupted integrity in a public or a private cause; to 
stand firm by what is fair and just, amidst discouragements 
and opposition; despisin; groundless censure and reproach: 
disdaining all compli~nce \\ilh public ~anners, when they 
Ilre viciou~ and unlawful; and never ashamed of the punc
tual discharge of every duty towards God and man; this is 
what ~how'i trup. greatness of spirit, and will force approba
tion even from the degenerate multitude themselves. 

s "This i3 the man," (their conscience will oblige them 
to acknowledge,) "whom we a .. e unable to bend to mean 
condescensiuns. \re see it in vain either to flatter 01' to 
threaten him; he rests on a principle within, which we can
not shake. To this man we may. on any occaSIOn, safely 
commit our cause. He is incapable of be~raying his trust, 
or deserting his frienil, or denying his faith." 

4 It is, accordingly, this steady, inflexible virtue, this re
gard to principle, s"perior to all cu,!orn and opinion, which 
peculiarly marked the characlprs of those in any age, who 
have shone with distingLlishpd lustre; and has consecrated 
their mellwry 10 all posterity. It was this that obtai neil to 
ancient Enoch the most singular testimony of honour from 
hea\'( n. 

5 He continuer] to "walk with God," when the world 
apo't<tlizerl frolll him. He pleased God, and was heloved of 
him; s~ Ihat livin:,( alDan; ~inners, he was translated to 
heaven withollt seeing death. "Yea, spet'dily was he taken 
<1way, le,[ wickedness should have altered his understand
ing, or deceit beguiled his soul." 

6 '.Vhen Sodol11 could not furnish ten righteous men to 
save it. Lot remained ullspotted amidst the contagion. lIe 
lived like <1n angel among spirits of darkness; and the de
stroying flame was not permitted to go forth, tiII the good 
m;)n nas called away, hy a heavenly messenger, from his 
devoterl city. 

7 When' "alI flesh had corrupted t~'eir way upon the 
earth," then lived Koah. a righteous man, and a preacher 
of righteousness. lie stood alone, and was scoffed by the 
profane cr~lV. But. they, by ,the deluge, were swept away; 
whllp on lum, PrOVIdence conferred the immortal honollr 
of being the restorer of a better r~ce, and the father of a ne\; 
world. Such examples as these, and sllch honours confer
red by God on them who withstood the multitude of evil 
doers. shOUld often be present to our minds. 

o L~t 1J5 oppose them to the numbers of low and corrupt 
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examples, which we behold around us; and when we are in 
hazard of being swayed by such, let us fortify onr virtue, by 
thinking of those, who, in former times, shone like stars in 
the midst of surrounding darkness, and are now shining in 
the kingdom of heaven, as the brightness of the firmament, 
for ever and ever. BLAIR. 

SECTION X. 
The mortifications of rice greater than those of Virtue. 

THOUGH no condition of human life is free from uneasi
ness, yet it must be allowed, that the uneasiness belonging 
to a sinflll course, is far greater than \\ hat attends a course 
of well-doing. If we are weary of the labours of virtue, we 
may be assured, that the world, whenever we try the ex
change, will lay upon us a much heavier load. 

2 It is the outside only, of a licentious life, whit!! is gay 
and smiling. \Yithin, it conceals toil, and trouble, and 
deadly sorrow. For vice poisons human happiness in the 
spring, hy introducing disorder into the heart. Those pas
sions which it seems to indulge, it only feeds with imperfect 
gratifications; and thereby strengthens them for preying, in 
the end, on their unhappy victims. 

3 It is a great mistake to imagine, thllt the pain of self
denial is confined to virtue. He who follows the world, as 
much as he who follows Christ, must .. take up his cross ;" 
and 10 him, assuredly, it nill prove a more oppressive bur
den. Vice allo\\'s all our passions to range urcontrolled ; 
and where each claims to be superior, it is impossible to 
gratify all. The predominant desire can vnly be indulged, 
at the expense of its rival. 

4 N 0 IIl0rtifi~alions II hich virtue exacts, are more severe 
than those which ambition imposes upon the love of ease, 
pride upon in!el"est, and covetousness upon \"anity. Self
denial, therefore, belongs. in common, to vice and virtue; 
btlt with this relllar~able difference, that the passions which 
"'rtue requires us to mortify, it tenils to weaken; whereas, 
those which vice obliges us to deny, it, at the same time, 
strengthens. The olle diminishes the pain of self-denial, hy 
moderating the demands of passions; the other increases it, 
by rendering those demallds imperious and violent. 

5 What distresses that occur in the calm life of virtue, can 
he compared to those tortures which remorse of conscience 
inflicts on tbe wicked; to those severe humiliations, arising 
from guilt combined with misfortunes, which .sink them t~ 
Ihe dust; to those yiolent ag:it8tion~ of ~h'll1lc ~nd di~ap-
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pointment, which sometimes drive them to the most ratal ex
tremities, and make them abhor their existence! How often, 
in the midst 'of those disastrous situations, into which~heir 
crimes have brought them, have they ex~crated the seductions 
of vice; and, wilh bitter regret, iooi,ed back to the day on 
n'hich they first forsook the PJth of innocence! BLAIR. 

SECTION XI. 
On Contwtment. 

CO:-lTE:-ITMEN1' produces, in some measure, all those 
effects which the alchymist usually ascribes to what he calls 
the philosopher's stone; and if it does not bring riches, it 
does the same thing, by banishing the desire of them. If it 
cannot remove the disquietudes arising fmm a man's mind, 
hody, or fortune, it makes him easy under them. It has in
deed a kindly influence on the soul of man, in respect of 
everv being to whom he stands related. 

'l It extinguishes all murmur, repining, and ingratitude, 
towards that Being who has allotted him his part to act in 
this worlJ. It destroys all inordinate ambition, and every 
tendency to corruption, with regard to the community wherp.in 
he is placed. It gives sweetness to his conversation, and a 
perpetllal serenity to all his thoughts. 

~3 A mong the many methods which might be made use of 
for acquirillg this virtue, I shall mention only the two fol
lowing. First of all, a man should alll':Iys consiner how 
much he has more than he wants; and secondly, holY much 
more unhappy he might be than he really is. 

4 First, a lIlan should always consider how milch he has 
more than he wants. I am wonderfully pleased with the re
ply which Aristippus made to one, who condoled ,yith him 
upon the loss of a farm: "\Vhy," said hi', "I h<lve three 
farms still, and you have but one; so that 1 ought rather to 
be alllicted for you, th<ln you for me." 

;, On the contrary, foolish men are more apt to con~ider 
"'hat they have lost, than" hat they possess; and to fix their 
eyes upon those who are richer than themselves, rather than 
those who are under gre~ter difficulties. All the re71I' plea
sures an,] cOllveniences of life lie in a narrow compass; but 
it is the humour of m:lllkind to be alw~ys looking forward, 
and straining after one who has got the start of them ill 
wealth and honour. 

6 For this reason, ;)5 none can be properly called rich, 
who have not more t!Jall lhey want,' there are few rich men 
ill auy of the politer nations, but alllong the middle sort or 
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people, who l,eep their \I bhes within their fortunes, lind 
have more wealth than they kllolV huw to enjoy. 

7 Persons of a higher ralli. live in a kind of splendid po
verty; and are perpetually w'-lnting, because, instead of ac
qlJi~<;cing in the wlid pleasures of life, they endeavour to OUI

,-i" one another in shadol';s and aprJearances. Men of sense 
lHlve at all times heheld, with a great deal of mirth, this silly 
game that is playin.;; over tlicir heans; and, by contracting 
their desires, they enjoy all that secret satisfaction which 
others are always in quest of. 

8 The [ruth is, this riniculous chase after imaginary plea
sures cannot be sufficiently exposed, as it is the great source 
of those evils which gelH:rally undo a nation. Let a man's 
estate be what it may, he is a poor man if he does not live 
within it; and naturally sets himself to sale to anyone that 
can ;!ive hi;n his price. 

9 \,{hen Pittaclls, after the death of l:is brother, who had 
left him a good estate, was offered a great sum of money by 
the king of Lydia, he thanked him for his kindness, but told 
him, he had already mon~ by half than he knew what to do 
with. In short, content is equivalent to wealth, and luxury 
to poverty; or, to give the thought a more agree'lhle turn, 
.. Content is natur:.!l wealth," says Socrates j to which I 
shall add, luxury is artificial pove~ty. 

10 I shall therefore recommend to the consideration of 
those who are always aiming at supertluous and imaginary 
enjoyments, and who will not be at the trouble of contracting 
their desires, an excellent saying of Bioll, th" philosopher, 
namely, .. That 110 man has so much care, as he IIho en
dea vours after the most happiness." 

11 In the sec'Jnd place, every o"e ought to reflect how 
much more unhappy he might be than he really is. 'The for
mer consideration took in all those who are sufficiently pro
vided with the means to make themselves easy j this regards 
sunh as actually lie under some pressure or misfortune. 
rrhese lIlay receive great alleviation, from slIch a comparison 
as the unhappy person may make between himself and 

, others j 01' between the misfortune which he suffers, and 
great~r misfortunes which mi1.!:ht have befallen him. 

12 I'like the story of the ii'onest Dutchman, who, upon 
breaking his leg by a fall frolll tbe main-mast, told the stand
ers hy, it was a great mercy th:lt it waS not his neck. To 
which, since I am got into quotations, give me leave to add the 
saying of an old philosopher, who, after having invited some 
uf his friends to dina .,,-ith him, W8~ ruffled by R per50n thaI 
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came into the room in B passion, and thre\\" down the tahJe 
that stood b!'iore him: "Everyone," says he, "has hi;; ca
lamily; and he is a happy mall tliat has no greater than this." 

1:3 \Ve lind an instance to the same purpose, in the life of 
tloctor Hammond, written by hishop Fell. As this good man 
was troubled with a complication of distempers, when he had 
the gout upon him, he used to thank God that it was not the 
stone; and when he had the stone, that he had 110t both 
these distempers on him at the same time. 

14 I cannot conclude this essay \vithoUl observing, that 
there never was any s)'stem besides that of Christianity, 
which could effectually produce in the mind of man, the vir
tile I have been hitherto speaking of. J n .order to make us 
contented with our condition, many of the present philoso
phers tell us, that our discontent only hurts ourselves, with
alit being able to make any alteration in our circumstances; 
others, that whatever evil befalls us is derived to us by a fatal 
necessity, to which superior beings themselves are subject; 
while others, very gravely, tell the man who is miserable. 
that it is necessary he should be so, to keep up the harmony 
of the universe; and that the scheme of Pro\'idence would 
be troubled and perverted, were he otherwi5e. 

15 These, and the like considerations, rather silence than 
satisfy a man. They may show him that his discontent is 
unreasonable, but they are by no means sufficient to relieve it. 
'fhey rather give despair than consolation. In a word, a 
man might reply to one of these comforters, as Augustus did 
to his friend, who advised him not to grieve for the death of 
a person whom he loved, because his grief could not fetch 
him again: "It is fOl' tllat very reason," said the emperor, 
.. that I grieve." 

IG On the contrary, religion bears a more tender regard 
to human nature. II prescribes to every miserable man the 
means of bettering his condition: nay, it shows him, that 
bearing his afflictions as he ought to do, will naturally end 
in the removal of them, It makes him easy here, because 
it can make him happy hereafter. ADDISON. 

SECTION XII. 
Rank and Riches afford no ground fOT Envy. 

OF all the grounds of envy among men, supedority in 
rank and fortune is the most general. Hence lhe malig
~ity which the poor commonly bear to -the rich, as engross
Hlg to themselves all the comfortll of life. Hence the evil 
cye with which pel sons of inferior st ... tion scrutinize those 
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who are above them in rank; and if they approach to th 
milk, their envy is generally strongest against such as a 
just one step hi~her than themselves. 

2 Alas! my friends, all this enviol1s disquietude, whi, 
agitates the world, arises from a deceitful figme which ir 
poses on tbe public view. :False colours are hun~ Ollt: tl 
real state of lllen is not what it seems to be. The order 
society requires a distinction of ranks to take place; but 
point of happiness, all llJen come much nearer to eqllali 
than is commonly imagined; and the circumstances whi, 
form any material difference of happines8 alllong them, a 
110! of that nature which render them grounds of em'}". 

S 'fhe poor man possesses not, it is true, 60me of the co' 
veniences and pleasure'i of the rich; bllt, in return, he is h, 
frolll many embau'asslllents to which they are subject. I 
the simplicity and uniformity of his life, he is delivered fro 
th3t variety of cares, which perplex those who have gre 
atfairs to manage, intricate plans to pursue, and many en 
mies, perhaps, to encounter in tbe pursuit. 

1 In the tranquillity of his small habitation, and private f 
mily, he enjoys a peace which is often unknown at cour1 
The gratifications of nature, which are always the rna 
satisfactory, are I'ossessed by him to their full extent; ar 
if he be a stranger to the refined pleasl.He~ of the wealth 
he is unacquainted also with the desire of them, and I 
consequence feels no want. 

5 His plain meal satisfies his appetite, with:! relish, pr 
bably higher than that of the rioh man, who sits down to h 
luxurious banquet. His sleep is more sound; his heal 
more firm; he knows not what spleen, languor, and listles 
ness, are. His accl\~tolDed employmems or labours are n 
more oppressive to him, than the ~bour of attendance ( 
courts and the gre~J.!, the laboms of dress, the fatigue, 
amusements, the very \Ieight of idlel/ess, frequently are· 
the rich. 

6 In the mean time, all the beauty of the face of natur 
all the enjoyments of domestic society, all the gaiety ar 
cheerfulness of an easy mind, are as open to him oIS to tho: 
of the highest rank. The splendour of retinue, the sound, 
titles, the appearances of high respect, are indeed soothilJi 
for a short time, to the great; bllt, become famili,lr, the 
are soon forgotten,-Custom elfaces theil' impression. The 
sink into the ranI. of those ol'dina.t:y things which daily r, 
Cllr, without raising any sensation of joye 

7 Let Us cease. therefore. from looking un with discol 
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tPnt and eo':\, to those. whom birth or furtlln'3 has placed 
abm'e m. Let 1I~ arljllst the balance of hdPl-'i;l~'S fairly, 
\Vhen we think of the enjoyments we I';~nt, we shollld think 
III so of the troubles from which we are free. If "e :\l\ow 
their just \'alne to the comfort' lYe posse,s, we ';lall find rea
son to rest satisfie,l. with a ver'.' moderate, thfll.lull not an 
opnlent and splendill condition ~f furtu.-re. Often. did we 
knoll' the whole, I"e should I.e: inclined to pity the st.lle of 
those whom we now envy. BLAIR. 

SECTIO~ XIII. 
Patience under Prol'ocations, OI:r IntI r[,O; af! well as Ellly, 

THE wide cir,.Jc of human , .. )(~ietr is diversified by an 
"nllk,s variety of characters, di'I"J,ition·'. and il:\"jr):->s.

Uniformity is. in no respect. the geniu'i ortlle world. Every 
man is marked by some PCI'\l!J:lrity. which distinguishe'i him 
from another; and no where can t',m individuals be f,)ulld, 
who are exactly, and in all res:H:'ct c, alike. \Vhere so milch 
rlivPlsity obtains, it cannot hit happen, that in the i:ltercou:'se 
which men are oblige(\ to maintain, their tempers will or~ell 
be ill adjusted to that intercom-se; will j.lI', and interfere 
with each other. 

~ Hence, ill every st~tion, the highest a, I,-ell as t~le low
est, and in evpry condition of iife-puuEr, private, a!1d do
mestic-occasiolls of irritalion frequentlv a.-i,p. "-e are 
provoked, sometimes, by the folly and levity of tho~e with 
whom we are connected; sometimes, by their indifference 
or neglect; by tile incivility of a friend, the IL:II~liti'le"S of a 
superior, or the insolent behaviour of one in 10ller station. 

S Hardly a day passes, without sOl.lIewhat or other occur
ring, which serves to ruffle the Illan of impatient spirit. Of 
"ourse, sneh a man Jivps in a continual storm. He knows not 
what it is to enjoy a train of good humour. Servants, neigh
bours, fricnos. sponse, and e;lildren, all. through the unre
strained violence of his temper, become sources of disturbance 
and vexation to him. In vain is afflupnce: in vain are health 
and prosperity. The least trifll~ is sufficient to discompose 
his mind, and poison his pleasures. His very amusements 
are mixed with turbulence and passion. 

4 I would beseech this ma n to consider, of what small mo
ment the provocations which he receives, or at least imagines 
himself to receive, are really in themselves; but of what 
g~eat moment he makes them, by suffering them to deprive 
hlln of the possession of himself. I would beseech him to 
consider, how many hours of happiness he throws away, 
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which a little m()r~ p;)tience would allow him to enjoy: and 
how much he Pllts it into the power of the most insignificant 
per~ons, to render him miserable. 

5 ., BlIt who C'ln f'xpect, '0 lI'e lIear him exclaim, .. that he 
is to possess tlle imeu!>ibilit), of a stune? How is it possible 
for human natllre to ellrlure so many n:peated provocation~? 
or to bear calmly with ~o llnreasonable behaviollr 1" My 
brother! iftholl canst hear witb no instances of unreasonable 
behaviour. \\'ilhdr:lIl" tlll',elf from the worlel. Thall art no 
longer fit to live in it .. Leave the intercourse of men. Re
tn"t to the l1lo~mtaill. <lnd the desf'Tt; or shllt thyself up in :l 

cell. For here, in the midst of society, o.ffences must come. 
6 \\'e migilt ,1' well expect, when we hehold a calm atmos

phere, and it clear ,liY, that no clouds were ever to rise, and 
nO'winris to hlow, as that onr life were lon~ to proeeed, \\ith
out rect'ivillg prf/\o<:ations from h1lman frailty. The careless 
and the illlpmdent, t!Je gi<]dy and the fickle, the Ilngrateful 
nnd the interested. every where meet u~. Tbey are the 
I'riers and rhorns, ",illl which the p'lrhs of bunn:] life are 
heset. lIe only, who can bold his course among them ,yith 
patif'nce and equanimity, he \Iho is prep;l\"ed to bear what 
he mllst expect to happen, is worthy of the name of a man. 

7 If we presprYC'c\ ourseh'es composed but for a moment, 
,ve shoulr\ perceive the insignificancy of mm! of those provo
cations wbich we ma~lIit\· so hiGhly. Y;hen a few suns 
more have rolled over our hearb. the storm will, of itself, 
have ~lIb5irlf'd ; thp cause of our present impatience nnd dis
turbance will be l1tterly forgotten. Call we not, then, anti
cipate this hour of calmness to ourselves, and begin to enjoy 
the peace whie;1 it will certainly bring 1 

8 If otbers have behaved improperly, let us leave them to 
their own folly, without becoming the victims of their caprice, 
llnd punishing ourselve~ on their account. Patience, in this 
eltercise of it. cannot be too much studid by all who wish 
their life to {low in a smooth stream. It is the reason of a 
man, in opposition to tire passion of a child. It is the en
joyment of peaee, in opposition to uproar and CUll fusion. 

BLAIR. 

SECTION XIV. 

JI,[oderation in OUT Wish.es Recommended. 

THE active mind of man seldom or never res!9 satisfied 
with its present condition, how prosperous soever. Origi
nally formed for a wider range of ohjects, for a higher sphere 

E 
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of pnjoy:r.ents, it fiud! itself, in ever.v lilll~(io:l ~f .fortune, 
slr.titened nnd cOllfined. ~tnsible "I' defila"llcy In Its state, 
it is ert'r sendillg (,11th tLf' ('HId cl",ire, the aspiring wish, 
after-omethillg Ilt'yond "hat is enj,,:.ed at pn::,tnt. 

~ Hence, lh~t H·;tlcssness lI'hich prevails so generally 
amoll~ mankind. Hence, that di'gu>t of pleasmes which 
tll .. y l;",e tr~ed; tll]1 pa"ion for novelty: that ambition of 
risincr to SOIll'~ df'gree of eminelJcfl 1)1' felicity, of which they 
have"'(ullllI'd to thelll~elves an indistinct idea. All ,·.hieh may 
Le considprNI as indications of a certain llative, origin;t1 great
ness in the Iluman soul, "II Edlin:; be.,ond tile IJlnils ,,( its pre~ 
"'nt contiitiolJ, ;llld pointin:; to the hi~hel' oLjects f(,r which 
it was mad... lhppy, if th,,>e ]all'nt remains of oar primi
tjve state, sen'ed to direct om lI'i"i:e<; to\l'~rcls thpir ['roper 
destination, anc! to lead II'; into the palh (II' tnl(' LI)'s! 

S But in th;~ dark ;Ind I",·dldered '[;Ite, tIle <l~piring ten
(Jellcy of our nature, lIilf>rtlJlJ'Jt,;ly t~kes!ill opposite direc
tion, and (p('ds a very misplaced ambition. The Ilattering 
nppt';II';l1J('(" which here present the:ll,t·iI e, to seme; the dis
tlllctions which forttlne ('1)lJfers; the advantages <I nel I'lea
snres which 11'1.' iln,,~ine tilE' lVorid to be c~pal)le of bestowing, 
fill up the IIltimate wish Of'll0't men. These ;He the objects 
\\ hich en~,ross their solitary mLl,illg<, and stimulate their ac
tive labours; which \I'~rm the breast3 of the YOUO~, animate 
the industry of tIll' lIJidcile <,::,'rl, ancl oftell- leeep alive the 
passiOlls (It' the ol·j, until the Hry clw;e of life. 

4 Assnredly. there is nothillg unllwful in our wishing: to 
be frf'pd from whatever is disagrpt':!ble, ;lnd to obtain a fuiler 
enjoyment of the comforts of life. Hilt" hen these \\'ishe~ 
art" not tempered hy rE'ason, they .ue in danger of precipita
tin!!; us into Illueh extrilY~g<lnCe ?nd folly. Desires and 
\\'j,hps an' the fir't ~prings of ;)ction, Y;hen they becoDle 
exorbitant, the ", hole character is hl(ely to be tainted. 

[) If we ~uffer Olll' ianey to create to itself worlds of ide~1 
happincs~, we shall discompose the peace and order of our 
minds, and foment many hurtful passions. Here, then, If't 
moderation begin its reign, by bril1!(ing within reasonable 
bounds the wishes that we form. As soon as thev becolne 
f'xtravagant, let us checl( them by profJer reflectidns 011 the 
f;jllacious nature of those objects, which the world hang. 
out til allure desire. 

6 Ynl\ ha'le strayell. my friends, from the road which con
ducts to jeEcity; you have cishonoured the native dignity of 
y?ur sOllls, ill ullowi.ng your ,yishes to terminate on nothing 
higher than wordly ldeas of greatn{'s3 or happiness. Your 
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imagination roves in a land of shadows. lJnreal forms de
ceive you. It isno more than <I phantum,"all illusion of hap
I,iness, which attracts your ('Jilt! <J,lmiratioll; n,I}" an illu
~i"u of ilappiness, which Of(<:11 conceals much real misery. 

7 Do YO\l imagine that all are happy, who have attaiuc<i to 
those summits of distinctiun. towards whic.h your wishes as
pire! Alas! holY frequently has experience shuwn, that 
where roses were supposed to bloom, nothing but briers an(l 
thorns grew! Reputation, beauty, riches, grandeur, n~y, 
royalty itself. would, many a time, have been gladly ex
changed by the posses>o,'s, for 1 h -It more quiet aud humbla 
station, with which you are now dissatislied. 

8 With all that is splenclid alld shining in the worlil, it is 
,leereed that there shoilld mix many deep shadei of woe. 
On the elevated situatiuns of fortnne, the great calamities of 
life chiefly fall. There, the storm spends its violence, and 
there, the thunder br(;aks; while, safe and unhurt, the in
habitants of the vale remain below. Retreat, then, from 
tnose vain and pernicious e:':clH5ions of extravagant desire. 

9 Satisfy yourselves ,-:ith what is rational and· a'tainable. 
Train YOt,r minds to moderate views of human life, and hu
man happiness. Rememher, and admire the wisdom of 
Agnr's petition: .. Rell10ve far from me "anity and lies. 
Give lIle neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food 
convenient for lIle; lest I he fl11l and deny thee; and say. 
who is the Lord? or lest I he poor, and steal, and take tho 

. 11ame of my God in vain." BLAIR. 

SECTIO~'; XY. 
Omniscience and Omnipresence of the DEITY, the Source of 

Consolation to good men. 

I WA<; yesterday, about slln-set, walking in the open 
fields, till the night insensibly fell lipan me. I at lirst amused 
myseif with all the richness and variety of colours which ap
peared in the western p<lrts of heaven. In proportion as they 
faded away and went out, several stars amI planets appeared 
one after another, till the whole firmament was in a glow. 

2 The blueneis of the ether was exceedingly hei~htened 
and enlivened, by the season of the year, and the rays of all 
those Inminaries that passed through it. The galaxy ap
peared in i.s most beautiful white. To complete the scene, 
tlip, full moon rose, at length, in that clouded majesty, which 
Milton takes notice of; and openeil to the eye a new picturu 
()f nuture, which Wil~ more finely shaded, and dispoied 
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among softer li~"IS, than that which the sun had beforfl dis
covered to me. 

3 As i was surveying the moon walking in her brightness, 
and taking her pro;;\"i.'ss among the constellations, a thoug.ht 
arose in me, which I believe very often perplexes and dIS
turbs men of serio liS and coniemlllillivf' IIatures. David him
self fell into it in that reflectiun: "\Vhen I consider the 
heavens, the worl, of thy fin<::~rs; Ihe moon and the stars 
which thou hast ordained; what is Illan that, tholl art lIlindful 
of him, and the son of man, that thou reg,ud,,;,t him !" 

'f, In the SdlTIe manner, when I considered that intinite host 
of stars, or, to speak lIlore philosophically, of suns, which 
were then shining upon me, with those innumerable sets of 
planets or IVorlds, which were lI:oving round their respective 
suns; when I st:lI enlarged the ide.I, <lnd >upposed dnother 
heaven of SlillS amI ,\"orlcls, I isillg still above this \\ hieh I 
discovered; and these still enlightened by a silperior firma
ment of luminaries, which are planted at so ~""at a distance, 
that they Inay appear to the inhabitants of the former, as the 
stars du to me; in short, 'vhi!<! I pursued this thought. I 
could not llllt retlect on that little insignificant fignre which.l 
myself bore amidst the immensity of God's works. 

5 "Vere the snn, which enliglltens this part of the creation 
with all the host of plane tar v worlds that move about him, ut
terly extinguished and anni':;\ated, they would not be missed, 
more than a grain of s~nd upon the sea-shoi'e. The space 
they po'.;ess is so exc('edin~ little in comparison of the whole, 
it wOllld scarcely make a blank in the creation. The chasm 
would bt irnperce['lihle to an eye that could t;1 lie in the whole 
compass of nature, and pass (10m one end of the creation to 
the other; as it is possible there Ill"y be sitch a sellse in our
selves hereafter, or ill creatur<~s which 3re at present more 
exalted than ourselves. By th .. belll of glasses, we see lIlany 
stars which we do not iliscnver \lith our naked eyes; and 
the finer Utii' teb,copes are. the ~reater still arC' ollr rliscoveries 

6 Hl1ygenilts carries this thulI',;ht so far, lhat he does not 
tbink it illll'ossible there maybe sta rs, \\ hose light h:.IS not 
yet tr"velled <Jolin to 115. since their first ('realion. There is 
no question that the Ilni \'f'rse has certain hounds set to it· 
but when lie consi:ler that it is the work of J ntinite Powe; 
pro~lptl'd. by Infinite GOI)r1ne~s, with an infinite space to ex
ert Itself Ill, holV can ollr imagination set anv bounds to it ? 

7 To return, therefore, to my tirst thought. I could not 
but look upon myself with secret horrur, as" being that WM 

not worth tho smallest regard of one who had so gredl a work 
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under his care and superintendency. I \U~ arraid of IJdng 
overloolted :1lrJid,t the immensity of uature, and lost among 
that illfillite variety of creatures, II hich. in all probability I 
swarm through all these immeasurable regions of matter. 

:; In onler to recover myselffrom this mortifying thought, 
I considered that it took irs rise from those narrow concep
tions which we are apt to elltertain of the Divine Nature. 
'Ve ourselves cannot attend to many different objects at the 
:;ame lime. If we are careful to inspect some things, we 
must of course neglect others. This imIJerfection which we 
observe in ourselves, is an imperfection that cleaves; ill some 
degree, to cre'ltures of the highest crrprrcities, as they are 
cre:ltllres; that is, beings of finite and limited natures. 

9 The presence of every created being is confined to a cer
tain meas1Ire of space; and, cOllse'luently, his observation is 
lItinted to a certain number of objects. The sphere in which 
we move, and act, amI understand, is of a willer circlIlll
ference to one creature than another, according as we rise 
olle above another in the scale of existence. But the widest 
of these our sllhere<;, has its circumference. 

10 \Vhen, 'therefore, 110 retlect on the Divine Nature, 
we are so used and accustomed to this ;mperfeclioll in our
selves, (1):11 we cauTlot forbear, in some measure, ascribing it 
to HI:,I, in whom there is no shadow of imperfection. Our 
reason indeed assures us, that his attributes are infinite; 
hut the poorness of our conceptions is such, that it cannot 
forbear setting bounds to every tbing it contemplates, till our 
reason comes again to om SlIccor, and throws down all 
those little prejudices, whi~h rise in us unawares, and are 
natural to the mind of man. 

11 'Ve shall therefore utterly extinguish this melancholy 
thought, of our being overlooked by our ill aker, in the mul
tiplicity of his worl;s, and the infinity of those ohjects among 
which he seems to be incessantly employed, if we consider, 
in the first place, that he is omnipresent; and, in the second. 
thOlt he is omniscient. 

l~ If we con~ider him in his omnipresence, his bein~ 
passes thrnug;h, actuates, awl supports, the whole frame of 
lI'lt'He. His creatillll, in every part of it, i, full of him, 
There i- nothill'" he has marle, which is either so distant, ~o 
Iitlle, or so illc~nsiderahle, that he does Ilot essentially re
sirle in it. His substance is within the substance of e\ ery 
l!f,jUg. whether material or illlmaterial, and a, intim'1!<~ly 
pre,r-nt to it, a~ tint being i. to itsolf. 

Ee 
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15 It wOlild h~ nn imperfectioll in him, were he IIble to 
move Ollt ot" onp Il:tce illto Jl1other: or to withdraw himself 
from any thing he has created, or from nny part of that spalle 
which he eli/fllsed and spre.1d abroad to infonity. In short, 
tu speak of him in the 1.1Il;.'"1I'1::;e of tlie old phil[)sophers, he 
is a Being wliose centre, is every where, and his circumfe
rencl', no where. 

1,1 In the se':ollcl place, he is omni'cient as well a~ om
nipresent. IIi, olllni:;c;encp, inch-ed, IH~';l'''''1 ily and na
t\ll~lIy flows from his omnipresence. l~e cannot hut he 
conscious oC every motion tll;lt ar;ses in th,e "hole material 
world, whicll he thus essentially pervades; .\I.d ()f every 
theJII,;ht that i., stirring ill thr intelkctllal world, to elery part 
of which lip is thlls intilll~r,Jy llnited. 

1;, ''''ere the 50111 separated frOln the hody, flnc! should it 
with one glance of 1:1(Ju:~],t start beyantl the hl)ll11ds of the 
creation; ;,hould it lor milliom of ye<lrs continue its pro
grp.ss throllgh ilrlinile space, Ilith tfw same activily, it would 
still find itself within the emhrace of ii' Creator, and en. 
COII'I);lOsed by the immensilY ofllle (;udhead. 

16 III this consideration of the ,\lmighty's omnipresooce 
and OlllllisciclI<:t·. elery lIncomfort:Jble tholl::ll! v'lnishes. 
He call III)! but [f':;ard every thing that Ins bpin,;. especbJly 
sllch of his Cl"eatures who fear thE')' ~rl.' not r('C;flrcied by him. 
He is pril'y to all their thOll:;hts, and to that allxirty of heart 
in panicular, II hich is flP! to trouble them 011 thi~ oecasion; 
for, as it is impossilJ!e he should overlook any of his crea
tures, so we lln,l' he cOllfident that ht; regards with an eye of 
mE'rcy, those \\ Jr,) endeavour to recomll1end then"elve to hi~ 
notice, ar:d, ill "II11ufeig"C'd hllmility of heart, think them
fielves unworty that he SllOllld be minMlll of tbeill. ADDISON ----CIL\PTF.R IV. 

AI~Cl"i\lE~TATIYE PlECI:~. 

~ 

:3ECTIO:-i J. 

Hal)[lilles.~ i., Joundfl/ ill Rectitude oj Conduct. 

ALL men purSllP. gOO? and lVould be h~ppy. if they knew 
hoI\': not happ)' flJr 1Illlllltes, and llJispr~h!e for hours; tut 
h,~p]lY. if possible, throll~h elt'ry part of their existence; 
Ellher, therefore. there is a good of tlri~ ste,\lh, ollr:.ble 
1;111<1, or there is not. If 110t, thell ~II O'00d IIlU-'l be trd."-., 
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~iellt, and uncertain; and if so, an object of the lowest value 
which can little deserve our attentior or inquiry. 

~ But if there be a better good, such a good as W8 are 
sec!iing, like every other thing, it must be derived from ~ome 
cause; and that cause Illllst either be external, internal, or 
mixed; in as much as, except these three, there is no other 
possible. NolV a steady, durable good, cannot be derived 
from an external cause; since all derived from extel'llals 
must fluctuate as they fluctuate. 

:3 By the same rule, it cannot be derived from a mixture 
of the t\VO; because the part which is external will propor
tionably destroy its essence. 'Vholt thp.n relllains but the 
cause internal-the very cause II hich we have supposed, 
when \\e place the sovereign good in mind in rectitude of 
conduct. HAr.RIS. 

SECTION II. 

rirlue and Piety Man's Highest Interest. 

I FIND myself existing upon a little spot, surrounded every 
way by an immense. unknown expansion.-'Vhere am I! 
What sort of place do I inhabit! Is it exactly accomodated 
in every instance to my convenience? Is there no excess of 
cold, none of heat, to offend me! Am I never annoyed by 
;)nilOals, either of my own, or a different kind! Is every 
thing subservient to me, as though I had ordered all myself? 
No-nothing like it-the farthest from it possible. 

!l The 1V0rld appears not, then, originally made for the 
private convenience of n:: alone ?-It does not. But is it 
not pos~ible so to accommodate it, by my own particular in
dustrv? If to accommodate man and beast, heaven and 
earth: if this be beyonct me, it is not possible. What con
sequence then follows j or can (here be any other than this? 
If I seek an interest of my OlVn, detached from that of 
others. I seek an interest which is chimerical, and which can 
never have existence. 

S How then must I determine? Have I no interest at all ! 
If I have not, I am stationed here to 110 purpose. But why 
no interest! Can I be contented with none but C'ne sepal'ate 
and detached? Is a social interest, joined with oth3rs, such 
an absurdity as not to b(J admitted? The bee, ,the beaver, 
and the tribes of herding animals, are sufficient to COlli ince 
me, that the thing is sOIllcwhere at least pos~ible. 

4 How, then, am I as:;ured tha' it is not equally true of 
man! Admit it, and what follows? If so, then honour and 
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justice arc my, interest; then the whole train of moral vir
tues are my interest; without some portion of which, Dot 
even thieves ran mai lltain societ v. 

5 But, farther still-I stop not here-I pursue this social 
interest as far as I can trace Ill\' sel'eral relations. I pass from 
my own stock, my own nei.;hbonrhood, my own nation, to 
the whole race of mankind, a~ dispersed throughout the 
earth. Am I not relateo to them all, by the mutual aids of 
commerce, by the general intercourse of arts and letters, by 
that common nature of which \\ e all participate? 

6 Again-I must have food and clothing. Without it 

proper genial warmth, I instantly perish. Am I not related, 
in this view, to the very eanh itself! to the distant sun, from 
whose beams I dprive "igour! to that stnpendous course and 
order of the infinite host of heal'en, by which the times and 
seasons ever uniformly P'lSS on '! 

7 "'ere this order once confollnced, I could not probably 
survive a moment; so ah'olutely do I depend on this COIl1-

mon general welfare. '''hat, tlien, ha rc I to <10, but to en
large virtue into piety? Not only honour and jllstice, and what 
lowe to man, are my intcrcst, but gratiturle also; acquies
cence, resignation, adoration, and all lowe to this ;;r~J.t poli
ty, and its great Governor, our common Parent. u.umls. 

SECTIO~; III. 
The Injustice of an ['ncharitable Spirit, 

A SUSPICIOl:S, Ilncharitable spirit, is not only inconsistent 
with all social virtue and happiness, Lut it is also in itself 
unreasonable and unjust. In order to fOflll sound opjllioll~ 
concerning characters and ",ctions, two thill.'.!s are especially 
requisite; information ann impartiality. But slIch as Me 
most forward to decide unfavonrably, are commonly desti
tute of both. Instead of possessing, or cven fequiring, full 
information, the c:roullds on which they proceed are fre
quently the mo~t slight anll frivolous. 

~ A tale, perhaps, which the idle ha\',~ inventE'rl, the inqui
sitive have listened to, and the credulous ha\'e propagated; Of 
a real incident, "hic:h rlllllonr, in can'yins; i! alon~, has ex
n!.s;ented and oisgllised, supplies them with materials of con
fident assertion, and deri,ive jndgmcnt. From <In action 
they presently look illto the heart, aud illfer tile 1ll0til'E'. This 
5upposed motive they conclude to be the filling: prinl'iple, 
al1ll pronollnce at once concernitl" the" hole character. 

:3 Nothing can he more contr~ rv hoth to efjllily a lid to 
sound reason, thJI1 this precipitate judglllent. ,\ny m~ II" ho 
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attends to wh~\t p"sses within himself, may easily discern 
what a LOmplicated system the hllll);ln character is; and what 
.a variety of circulllst<lnces must be taken into til P OI.CCOUllt, 

in order to estimate it truly. No ,ingle instance of conduct, 
whaten'r, is suJlicient to determille it. 

4 .\5 from one worthy action, it \\ e,e credulity, not chari
ty, to conclude a person to be fr<:e from all vice; so from 
one which is censurable, it is perC~ctly unjust to infer that 
the author of it is without cOllscience, and witholTt merit. If 
we knelV all the attending circulllstanCtls, it might appear 
i'i all excu5~1!jk light; na\', per:laps, under a cOllJmendable 
form. The motil'es of the actor llIay have been entirely: 
different from those which we ascribe to him; and where we 
SIlPpO~;" him i!;Jpel\ed by bad design, he may have been 
prompted by conscience and mistaJ.:cll principle. 

5 .\Jmitting the action to ha ve been in every view crimi
nal, he may have been hurried into it through inadvertency 
and surprise, He! may have sincerely repented; and the 
virtuuus principle may hav," now regained its full vigour. 
rerilJps this \1,,5 the corncl' of frailty; tbe quarter on which 
he hy open tu the incLlr~ions of temptation; Ivhile the other 
avenues of his heart were firmly guarded by conscience. 

6 It is t:lCi'efore evident, that 110 part of tbe government 
of temper deserves attention, more than to keep our minds 
pure frum uncllaritablll prejudices, and open to candour and 
hUIO;Jnity in judging; of others. The worst consequences, 
both tu ourselves anti to society, fullow from the opposite 
spirit, BLAIR. 

SECTION IV. 
The misfortunes of .Uen IIlI)St!!! chargeable on them3f{vesi 

'\'1-: find man placed in a wurld, where he has by no means 
the disposal uf tbe events that happen. C;liamities some
times befall the wort:Jiest and the best, which it is not in 
their)ower to l'rel'ent, and \1 lIe"8 nothing is left them, but 
to acknowledge, and to submit to the high hand of Heaven. 
For such 1 isit:.ltions of trial, [Jl~llJy good alld wise reasons can 
be as,ip;ne,l, which the present subject leads me 1I"t to discuss. 

2 But thou;.;h those llll.lvoidable calamities make a part, 
yet they make not the chief part, of the vexations and sor
rolVs that di,tre8s human Lee, A multitude of evils beset us, 
(or tile source Qf which we must luok to another quarter. 
No sooner has any thing in the health, or in the circum
stances of men, gone cross to the:r \vish, than they begin 
w tall. of the unerluill distriuution uf the good things of this 
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life; Lhey envy the condition of others; they repine at their 
own lot, and f,et agail1~t the Rul,"r oftlle world. 

S Full of these sentiments, one man pines under a broken 
constitution. But let us a~l{ him, whether he can, fairly and 
honestly, assign no cause for this but the unknown del:ree of 
heaven? Has he duly I'alued the blessing of health, nnd al
ways observed the rules of virtue and sobriety? Has he been 
moderate in his life, and temperate in all his plea~nres! If 
IIOW he is only paying the price of his former, fJerh3ps his 
forgotten indulgencies, has he any title to complain, as if he 
were suffering; unjustly? 

<1 "'ere we to survey the chambers of sickness anu dis
tress, we should often find them peopled with the victims of 
intemperance and sensuality, and with the children of vicious 
indolence and sloth. Among the thousands who languish 
there, we should find the proportion of innocent sufferers to 
be small. \Ve should see faded youth, prem3ture old age, 
and the prospect of an untimely grave, to be the portion of 
lIlultitudes, who, in one way or other, have brought those 
evils on themselves; while yet these martyrs of "ice and 
folly, have the assurance to arraign the hard fate of man, 
and to II fret against the Lord." 

5 But you, perhaps, complain of hardships of another 
kind; of the injustice of the world; of the poverty "chich 
you suffer, and the discouragements under which you !a
lJOur; of the crosses, and disappointments, of which your 
life has been doomed to be full. Brfore you give !oo much 
scope to your discontent, let me desire you to reflect impar
tia!!y upon your past train of life. 

6 Have not sloth or pridr, ill temper, or sin fill passion~, 
misled you often from the path of sOllnd an(1 wise conduct? 
Have you not been wanting to yourselve~ in improving those 
opportunities \Ihich Providence offered you, for bettering 
and advancing your state? If you have chosen to indulgo 
your humour, or y~ur taste, in the gratifications of indolenco 
or pleasure, can you complain becdllse others, in preferenc~ 
to you, have obtained those advan!a~es which naturally be
long to useful labours, and honorahle pursuits? 

7 Have not the consequences of some fabe steps, into 
which your passions, or your J!le~sures, have betrayed you, 
pmsued you through much of yom life; tainted, perhaps,: 
your, characters, involved YOLI in embarra!~ment5, or sunk 
YOI.\ Il1to neglect? It is an old sayin~, tbat every man i! IRS 
artIficer of his o\\'n fortune in the world. It is certain, that 
the world lieldom tums Wholly against a maA, liDless through. 
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his own fault. .. Religion is," in general, .. profitable unt< 
ull things." 

8 Virtue, diligence, and industry, joined with good tem 
per. and pnhlence, have ever been found the surest road t( 
prosperity; and where men fail of 'ltlaining it, their want 0 

success is far oftener ol',ing to their havint deviated from tha 
road, than to their h'lving encountered insuperable bars in it 
f'ome, by being too artful, forfpit the reputation of probity 
Sonle, by being too open, 'Jre accounted to fail ill prudence 
Other~, by being fickle and cbangeable, are distrusted by all 

!) The case commonly is, that men seek to ascrihe theil 
disappointments to any cause, rather than to their own mis 
conduct; and when ther can devise no other cause, they la) 
them to the charge of l'mvidence. Their folly leads then 
into vices; their vices into misfortunes; and in their misfor· 
tunes they" murmur against Providence." 

10 They are dOllbly unjust towards their Creator. In theil 
prosperity they are apt to ascribe their success to theiL' owr 
diligence, ra~her than to his bles~ing; and in their adversity 
they impute their distrE'sse~ to his providence, not to theil 
own misbehaviour. ,,'hereas, the truth is the very revers€ 
of this. .. Every good and every perfect gift cometh from 
ahove." and of evil and misery, man is the author to himself 

11 'Vhen, from the condition of individuals, we 10011 
~broad to the puulic state of the world. we meet with mOrE 
proofs of the truth of this assertion. \Ve see great societie~ 
of men torn in piece~ by intestine dissent ions, tumults, ani 
civil commotions. "iVe see mighty armies' going forth, in 
formidable array, against each other, to cOl'er the earth with 
blood, and to fill the air with the cries of widows and 
orphans. Sad evils these are, to which this miserable world 
is exposed. 

12 But are these evils, I beseech YOH, to be imputed tE 
God? 'Vas it he who sent fOfth slaughtering armies into thE 
field, or who filled the peaceful city with massacrees and 
blood? Are these miseries any other than the bitter fruit 01 
men's violent and disorderly passions 7 Are they not cleary 
to be traced to the ambition and vices of princes, to the 
quarrels of the great, and to the turbulence of the people 1 
J~et us lay thelll entirely out of the account, in thinking 01 
Providence, and let us think only oflhe "foolishness of man." 

15 Did man control his pas~.ions, and form his conduct 
aceording to the dictates of wisdom, humanity, and virtue, 
the earth would no lone.31' be desolated bv cruel tv: and human 
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scelle~ of mischief and "io).'nce which till the ",orl,], 1M man 
hf'huld, witb sh3me, the pictulP of his vices, ili~ i!:;norance, 
lind follv. Let him be humbled I,,, the mrEtil\i!'e: view of 
his oW'n' perversenc,s; Lut let not' bis .. heart' [I'll; ~;:'linst 
the Lnrd." ELAI Po. 

8ECTIO~ L 
On disinfcrc.~f((1 Fricw!.,.J,i,r', 

I A'! informeo tb"t cEI"tilin Gred, writ,:),. (i'h:io<r,[,IIf'rs., 
it seems, in the opinion oftneirculIlltrn::e11,) b:l\c <l(h'3ncec1 
some very ( .. ,tr,'ol'diI1~ry llositiol1s rchtir:::r, to fl ;'.'r.dship ; a~. 
indcco, what slIbject is there, whi,'h ~hese wbtle g-enillses 
have nnt tortured nith their sopil;'try. 

,~ 'The ~uthor, to whom 1 refer, dissll;J(:e their (~i','il'I"l 
frol11 entering into any :;troll": ~tta('hmei1t', tiS 11Il'-""i,],hly 
creatin:; Sl1re~nUIllf'r"r-" (]"':lIidlleos \() tbos~ , .. ho P!l;:l\,'" ill 
them; ano, as "I"ery mall lias 1))o,'e than sl1ffi,'iefit to call 
forth hi, solicitllrje, in the C'''lr<''~ of his 0\\"11 :1fr"ir:<. it i<. a 
weakne«. they contend, anxil):ls!y to involve 1,.!lI:·clf in the 
COller'lll' of others, 

:3 They rt~c'''lllllend it :\!,'). i:l all connexi')!]'! of this kind, 
to hol,1 the bands of union extremely loose; 50 as a: ',I},' t') 
have it i,l one's power to straitpll or reb:.: them, as circllm· 
H:UIC, < and 5il11:[II",]3 ~.h311 render 111'1,t e:,peuienf, Til,"), 
add as a capital article of their dor.tril"', that" t" ii"e e\
empt from c·,r' <, i, an (','enlial in;reuient to constitute hn
l11'1n h"r.piness; but an in~i·e,lient. hOIl'el'er, which he 
who voluntarily di,trf',sc> hil<l<elf wit:1 cares, in \I :,j"'h he 
has no nrc~s',lt")" and personal ill;l'rp,'t, mlb: ne,'cr hupe to 
POS~(;ss.' I 

4 I h [n heen l,)Id, L:;PI', i·,f'. t'I": th~r'p is annJi1er spt of 
pretended p\;ii')'i()Jlh~I'S, of the same (',,'Illtry. wl10se t~llets 
conrernin~ this slIili,·"t, are of a still mOle iiliber::J anr1 un. 
generolls ra-:. The proposition which 1::f'}" ~:IU.ll't tOf'<I:1b. 

)ish, is, tInt "fri~·"l,i1ip is an :.!f.t:r of self·intere'l ei1~il '""'; 
anrlthat the proper tnoti\'e ((>I' ';:l~":in~ in it, is, ""~ in orrier 
to gratii\' tile I.ind alll1 benevolent 3:i""r~t:()n,. hut fur the I:e. 
nefit of lh.~' assist,ll1ce and s:'l!l0rt w!lich arc to be derived 
from the connexion." 

. 5 Accordin::lv the? ass 0 rt, that thfl'f' persons are most 
ol'posed to have recourse to anxiliary alliances of this l{ind, 
wh? dr,' le,st q!la!iJied by natnre, or fortune, to depE'nrJ lIpon 
then' own strength and [lowers; the W{':. Ler s,x, for instance, 
heinf; generall.v more inclined to el1~~,!;(' in (riend<l,ips than 
the male part of our species; and tho:.e who are depres~ed 
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by indigence. or labouring under misfortlines, than the 
wealthy and the prosperous. 

6 Excellent and ohliging sages, these, undoubtedly! To 
strike out the friendly affections from the moral world, would 
be like extinguishing the sun in the natural; eac~ of ~hem 
being the source of the best and most grateful satisfactIOns, 
that Heavcn has conferred on the sons of men. But I should 
be glad to Imow, what the real value of this In::asted exem~
tion from care, which they promise their rl;"cirles, jll:;tly 
amounts to? an exemption tlnttering to self-loH', I confps~; 
but which, upon many occurrences in human lifc, ~:~'OtJ!,J be 
rejected ,\ith the utmost disdain. 

7 For nothi)1~-, surely, can be more inconsistent with a 
well-poised and manly spirit, than to decline engaging in any 
laudable action, or to be discouraged from persevering in ir. 
by an apprehension of the trouble and solicitude with v.-bich 
it may probably be attended. 

8 Virtue herself, indeed, ou;!ht to h~ totally renounced, if 
it be right to avoid every possible means that r,,:]}, he p: cr'uc
tive of uneasiness; for who, that is "C:'F\:~J Ly her pinci
pIes, can observe t:,C conuuct of an I?Pposite c!.:,:-"c;cr. ,--ith
out being affected \\ :,h 50ll1e degree of secret dissatig[;:ction? 

9 Are not the just. the brave, and the good, llecc~s}:i!j' 
exposed to,the c\;sa:;reeable emotions of dislike nnd aHTi;m, 
when they respe(:tively meet with instances of frnud, of cow
ardice, or of viII any 1 It i3 an e~scnti.ll prn;Jrrcj" rf every 
well-constituted mind, to be ;J.j~·c(:icd .-,-iih pain, or pleasure, 
according to the natme of those moral ar:~le~l:JllC:-3 tliat 
present thclnsehcs to ()iJzr·lTJt:r;:~. -

10 If sensibility, therefore, he not incompatible I', i!iJ t'T"! 

wisdom, (:::;d it surely is not, l'n1 0 3s ''-'-C ,'lll;;n''C ti;.lt r~;ilr::,o
pby deJC~(,:~3 every ilDcr feeling of om nature,) what jl;~: I('~_ 
son cC'!.n be assigned, v:hy {Jl? 8yr:-"\p2t~lC:!>~ 5t.:f;"rrir.~3 r:!);ch 
may result f:-on friend:':';r, s::ould be" sufficient inlli1Ce'11rnt 
for banishing Ihllt generous ariection £i-om the hl~l}" ,1 hr:::st1 

11 E::'in.~uis!1 <Ill emotions of the l](':-_r~, and --'!l:>t '~.:~'~:-. 
ence will reman, I do 110t say b":I'.T"~ man a,ld bmlc. but. 
between man nnd a mere inanimate clod? /, ,-_ :::.-, then, with 
those austere philosophers, \\-:10 rcpresc'nt virtllC' as Lurden
ing the soul against all the softer im;;-c~": 0:1 s of hmani I v ! 

12 The fact, certainly. is mnch o(l:e:-". i~,,'. _'\ ,. nlv I!o-od 
man, is, upon many occasions, extremely susr-eptib!e otten
d~r sentiments; and his _ heart expands with joy, or sIll-in ks 
With sorrow, as good or ill fortune accompanies his friend. 

F 
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t'"pon the whole, then, it may fairly be concluded, that, 119 

in the case of virtue, 80 in that or friendship, those painful 
sensations which may sometimes be produced by the one, as 
I' eli as by the othel', are equally insnfl1cient grounds for ex· 
cluding (·jther of them from taking possession of our bosoms. 

13 They who insist that "utility is the first and prevailing 
motive, which indllces mankind to enter into particular 
friendships," appear to me to divest the association of its 
mo.,t amiable and engag.ing principle. For, to a mind rightly 
disposed, it is not fO much the benefits received, as the 
aii't!(;tionate zeal from which they flo", that gives them their 
best and most ';aluahle recommendation. 

14 It is so far indeed from hein,; verified by fact, that a 
~rnse of 01\\' wants, is the original canse of forming these ami· 
cat':e alliances, that on the contrary, it is obscrval·le, that 
none hJ.,'e Leen more distinguished in their friendships than 
tbo~e whose power and opulence, but ahove all, whose supe· 
rior virtue. (a much firmer support,) have raised them above 
every l1ecessity of IHiving re,'ourse to the assistance of others. 

15 The true (~istin(;tion, then, in this question, is, that" al· 
though friendship is certainly producti,"e of utility, yet utmty 
is not the primary motive of friendship." Those selfish sen· 
sualists, therefore, who, Inlled in the lap of luxury, presume 
to maintain the reverse. have sl1rely no claim to attention; 
(IS tht;y are neither qualified by reflection, nor experience, 
to he cOlI'petent judges of the subject. 

1 G Is there a man UpOll the face of the earth, who would 
oeliberately accept of all the wealth, which this world can 
lJestow, if offered to him upon the severe terms of his being 
unconnected with a single mortal wljom he could love, or by 
,vhorn he should be beloved? This would be to lead the 
wretched life of a detested tyrant, wilo, amidst perpetual 
suspicions, and alarms, passes his miseraLle days, a stranger 
to every tender sentiment; and utterly precluded from the 
heart-felt satisfactions of friendship. 

I1Ielmoth's translation of Ciccro's Lrelius. 
SECTION VI. 

On tlie Immortality of the Soul. 
I WA<; yesterday walking alone in one of my friend's 

woods,; and lo~t my.<;elfin it very agreeably, as I was running 
over, III my nund, the several arguments that establish this 
great point; which is the basis of morality, and the source of 
all the pleasing hopes, and secret joys, that can arise in the 
he.tlrt of a reasonable creature. 
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e I consider those several proofs drawn-First, (rolll the 
nature of the soul itself, and particularly its iUJlll:lteriality ; 
which, though not absolutely lleCessalY to the eteilli 'y of its dll
ration, has, I think, be\On evinced almost to a aemoilstmtion. 

S Secondly, from its passiolls and selltiments; as par
ticularly, frolll its love of existence; its horror of ilnnihila.
lion; and its hopes of immortality; with that secret satis
faction II hich it finds in the pral:tice of ,irtue; and tloJat l1\lea
siness which follows IIpon the cornmis~ion of ,ice. 'fhirdly, 
from tbe nature of the Supreme Being, whose justice, good
ness, wisdom, and veracity, are all concerned in this point. 

4 But among these, and other excellent arguments for tbe 
immortality of the sQlII, there is one drawn from the perpe
tual progress of the !:;oul to its, perfection, without a pos,ibili
ty of ever arriving at it; which is a hint that I do not re
member to ha,"e scen opened and improved by others who 
llave written on this subject, thou.;h it seems to me to carry 
a very great weight with it. 

5 How can it enter into the thoughts of man, that the soul, 
wlJich is capable of immense perfections, and of receiving 
uew improvements to all eternity, shall f;;1! away into nothing, 
almost as soon as it is creatAd? Are such abililie~ made for 
no purpose '! _\ brute arrives at a point of perfection, that he 
can uel"er pa;s; in a few years he has all the endowments he 
is capable of; and were he to Ii \'e ten thousand more, wonld 
be the saJlle thing he is at present. 

6 'Vere a human soul thus at a stand in 11er accomplish
ments; were her faculties to be full blown. alit! incapable of 
farther enlargements; I could imagine she might fall away in
sensibly, anti drop at once iuto a state of annihilation. Bllt 
can we beliere a thinking being, that is ill a perpetual progress 
of improvement, and travelling on from perfection to perfec

-tion, after having just looked abroad into the works of her 
Creator, and made a few discoveries of hig infinite good
ness, wisdom, allll power, mnst perish at her first setting out, 
and in the very beginning of her inquiries? 

7 !\fan, considered only in his pre~ent state, seems sent 
into the world merely to propagate his kind. I Ie providei 
himself with a snccessor, and ill1meJiately quits hi~ post to 
make room for him. lIe does 110t seem born to enjoy life, 
1mt to deliver it down to others. This is not surpri;ing to 
consider in animals, which are formed for our use, amI 
which can finish their business in a short life. 

8 The silk-worlll, nfter having SpUrt her tasle, lays her 
eggs and dies. But n man cannot take in his full mea~ure 
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'of knowledge, has not time to subdue his passions, establish 
his soul in virtue, and come to the perfection of his nature, 
llefore he is hurried orf the stage. \Vould an infinitely wise 
Rein'" m~ll:c snell gloriolls cre:1tu,res fOI" so mean a purpose 1 
Can he dcli,;llt in the production of such abortive ivtelJigen
ces, such short-lived reasonable beings '/ \Vould he give us 
t;.dents tInt arc not to be c:"crt(c1 ? c;::pacities that are never 
tJ be gratified? 

o How c:m we find that wisdom which shines through all 
ilis works, in the formation of man, \';ithout loolcin;!; on this 
world as only a nurs2ry for the ne:;t; and without beIi2vmg 
that the several generations of r;::,ional creatures, \',:lioh rise 
up and dis~p:)eal' in such quick successio:1S, are only to re
ceive their li,st rudi::leilts uf existence ;~ere, <lnd afterwards 
to be translated into a more friendly climate, where they 
ill ly spread and n Jurish to all etemity J 

10 'fhere is not, in Ely OpiIl10:1, a more pleasing and td~ 
umrhant comideration in relii;ion, than this of the perpetual 
pl"O~ress which the soul makes towards the perfection of it3 
natl1.'", ',yithout ever arriring at a period ill it. To look 
upon the soul as going 011 from strength to strength; to con
sider that she is to shine fm' ev.er with new accessions of glo
ry, and brighten to all etel'l1ity ; that s!1e ";ill b2 still adding 
yirtue to ,irtuc, und Imowledge to knowledge; carries in it 
something wondc:rfulIy agreeable to that ambition which is 
n~tl1ral to the minrl of Ll'.1n. Nay, it must be a prospect 
plc,:J;ng to GoJ himself, to see his creation for ever beauti
fying in his eyes; and drawing nearer to him, by greater 
de~r,;C5 c{' resemblance. 

11 Pcthinlts thi:; single consideration of the pJ'ogress of a 
finite spirit to perfection, will be sufficient to extinguish all 
ellYY ia inferlor natures, and all contempt in superior. That 
cherub, ";l::c!l nOlv appears <lS a god to 'a human soul, knows 
very IYell that the period ":ill come about in eternity, when 
the humall soul shall be as perfect as he bimself now is; nay, 
',:len she shall lao!. down upon that dc:;,'cc of perfection as 
m~lch as she now falls short of it. It is true, the higher na
lei':) still advances, and by that meallS preserves his distance 
and sl1:~8riority ill the scale of being; yet he knows that. 
how high soever the station is of which he stands possessed 
at present, the inferior nature ,,,ill, nt length, mount up to 
it, and shine forth in the same degree of glory. 

12 \Vith what astonishment and veneration, may \ve look 
into ou r own souls, where there are such hidden stores of vir
tue and knowledge, such inexhausted sources of perfection! 
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lVe know not yet wh'lt we shall be; 110r will it e~er enter into 
the heart of man, to concehe the glory that will be always ill 
reserve for him. The soul. considered with its Creator, is 
like one of those mathematical lines. thilt m~\' dl aw nearer 

. to another for all eternity, without a possibility of touching it: 
and can there be a thought so transporting, as tu cOllSider Olll"

selves in these perpetual approaches to HIM who i~ the stallll
ard not only of perfection, but of happiness! .ADDI SOl.'l. 

CHAPTER V. 

DESCRIPTIrE PIECES. 
~ 

SECTION I. 
The Sem;ons. 

AMONG the great blessings and wonders-or the creation, 
may be classed the regullirities of tillJes, and ~easons. Im
mediatel.v after the flood. the sacr;;d promise was made to 
man, that seed-time and harvest, eold and Ileat, SLlIlWltlr 
and winter, day and night, should continue to the very end 
of all things. Accordingly, in obedience to that promis(', 
the rotation is constantly presentin~ us wilh ~ome IIseful anJ 
agreeable alteration; and all the plea~ing uovelty of life 
arises from these natural changes; nor are we Ie,,> indebted 
to them for many of its solie! comforts. 

2 It has been frequently tbe task of the morali5t and poet, 
to mark, in polished periods, the particular charms and con
veniences of every change; and, indeed, such discriminate 
observations upon natural variety, cannot be undeiightful ; 
since the bl~ssing which every'month hrings along with ir, iw 
a fresh instance of the wisdom and bountv of that Providence, 
which regulates the glories of !,he }e~r. \-Ve gluw as we 
contemplate; we feel a propenshy to adore, whilst we enjoy. 

g In the time ofseed-sowiug, it is tile s~asoll of cO/~tidel1ce: 
the grain which tl.le husbandman trusts to the bosom of the 
eal'th, shall, haply, yield its seven-fold rewards. SpriIlg 
presents u~ with a scene of lirely expectation. That \'hich 
was before 501l'n, hegins now to u,isco\'er signs of sl1cce"flll 
vegetation. The labourer observes the change, and antjr,i~ 
pates the harvest; he watches the progress uf nature, ;lIId 

8111iles at her. influence; \vhile the man of contemplaiioll 
walks forth with the evening, amidst the fragrallce of flow
ers, and prolQises of plenty j nor returns to hi! cott»ge till 

F* 
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darkness closes the scene upon his eye. Then cometh the 
harvest, when the large wish is satisfied, and the granaries 
of nature are loaded with the means of life, even to a luxury 
of abundance. 

4 The powers of language are unequal to the description 
of this bappy season. It is the carnival of nature: sun and 
shade, coolness and CJuietude, cheerfulness and melody, 
love and gratitude, unite to render every scene of summer 
delightful. The division of light and darkness, is one of the 
kindest efforts of Omnipotent \Visdom. Day and night 
yield us contrary blessings; and, at the same time, assist 
each otber, by giving fresh lustre to the delights of both. 
Amid,t the glare of day, and bustle of life, how could we 
sleep 1 Amidst the ~loom of darkness, how could we labour 1 

5 How wise, how benignant, then, is the ~roper division 1 
The- hours of light are adapted to activity; and those of 
darkness, to rest. Ere thp. day is passed, exercise and na
ture prepare us for the pillow; and by the time that the 
morning returns, we are again able to meet it with a smile. 
Thus, every season has a charm peculiar to itself; and every 
moment affords some in~eresting illllovation. I\IELMOTH. 

SECTION II. 
The Cataract of Niagara, in North America. 

THIS amazing fall of water is made by the river St. I,aw
renee, in its passage from lake Erie into the lake Ontario. 
The St. Lawrence is one of the largest riv~rs.in the world; 
and yet the whole of its waters is discharged in this place, 
by a fall of a hundred and fifty feet perpendicular. It is 
not easy to bring the imagination to correspond to the 
greatness of the sccne. 

f: A river extremely deep and rapid, and that serves to 
drain the waters of almost all North America into the Atlan
tic Ocean, is here poured precipitately down a ledge of l"Ocks, 
that rises like n wall, across the whole bed of its stream. 
The river, a little above, is near three quarters of :I. mile 
broad; and the rocks, where it grows narrower, are four' 
hundred yards over. 

S T~eir direction is not straight across, but hollowing in
wards h!,e 11 horse-shoe: so that the cataract, which. bends to 
the shape of th~'obstacle, rounding inwards, presents a kind 
of theatre, the most tremendous in nature. Just in the mid
dle of this circular wall of waters, a little island, that has 
braved the fury of the current, presents one of its points, and 
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divides the stream at top into two parts; but they unite 
again long before they reach the bottom. 

l The noise of the fall is heard at the distance of several 
leagues; and the fury of the waters, at the termination of 
their fall, is inconceivable. The dashing produces a mist, 
that \'ises to the very clouds; and which forms a most beau
tiful rainbow, when th0 sun shines. It will be readily sup
posed, tbat such a cataract entirely destroys the navigatifln of 
the stream; and yet some Indians, in their canoe", as it is 
said, have ventured down it with saiety," GOLDS~I1TII. 

SECTION III. 
The Grotto of Antiparos. 

OF all the subterraneous caverns now known, the-.grotto 
of Antiparos is the most remarkable, as well for its extent, 
as for the beauty of its sparry incrustations. This celebrated 
cavem was first explored by one iUagni, an Italian tr~ll'eller, 
about olle hundred years ago, at Antiparos, an inconsidera
ble Island of the Archipelago • 

.\! "Ilaving been informed," says he, " by the natives of 
Paros, that, in the little island of Antiparos, which lies about 
t\\-O miles from the former, a gigantic statue was to be seell 
at the mouth of a cavern in that place, it was resolved that 
we (the French consul and himself) should pay it a visit. III 
pursuance of this resolution, after we had landed 011 the 
i,lanu, and walked about foUl' miles throu~h the midst of 
beautiful plains, and sloping woodlands, we at length came 
to a little hill, on the side of which yawned a most horrid 
cavern, which, by its gloom, at first struck us with terror, 
and almost repressed curiosity. 

S Recovering the first surprise, however, we enterel\ 
boldly, nnd had not proceedl:d above twenty paces, \vhen 
the,supposed statue of the giant presented itself to our vie\\'o 
'Ve quickly perceived, that what the ignOl'ant natives hall 
been terrified at as a giant, was nothing more than a sparry 
concretion, formed by the water dropping from the roof of 

.. This venturing down in sflfely, is a rppllr!, benrin!; IIpon iI, front 
ils own refutation: that it never should have fOllnd a place in the 
brain or the book of the elegant historian, is a mattcl' of surprise. 
Canoe, and other vessels, with pas.ieu~ers, are, ilideed, sometilllCS 
unfortune.tt'ly drawn down the awful Jeciivily, hut .• cldom a vcs
tage of either is ever afterwards seen. Tlw sturdy mOllntain oak, 
and the towering pine, frequently take the <ic.ope.-ale lc'll'. and 
forever disappear. 
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the cave, and by degrees hardening into a figure, which their 
fears had formed into a monster. 

4 Incited by this extraordinary appearance, we were in
duced to proceed still further, in que::.t of new adventures ill 
this subterranean abode. As we proceeded, new wonders of
fered themselves; the spars, fOrlued into trees and shrubs, 
presented a kind of petrified grove; some white, some green; 
and all receding in due perspective. They struck us with the 
more amazement, as we knew them to Le mere productions 
of nature, who, hitherto, in solitude, had, in her p!<1) ful mo
ments. dressed the scene, as if for her own amusement." 

5 .. 'Ve had as yet seen but a few of the womlers of the 
place; and we were introduced only into the portico of this 
am<lzing temple. III one corner of this half illuminated re
cess, there appeared an opening of about three feet wide, 
"hich seemed to lead to a place totally dark, and which one 
of the natives assured us contained notbin:;; mOle than a re
scn'oir of water. Upon this infurmation, wc made an ex
periment, by throwin; down some stones, ,,,hich rumbling 
along the sides of the descent for some tilllC, the sound 
seemed at last quashed in a bed of water. 

6 !n order, however, to be more certain, we sent in a 
Levantine lIl;,rincr, 1\'ho, by the promise of .1 good reward, 
ventured, "ith a tlambeau ill his hand, into this narrow aper
ture. After cuntinuing within it fur allout a quarter of an 
hour, he returned, bearing ill his band some beautiful pieces 
of white spar, which art could neither cll'Jal \Jor imitate.
V pon being informed by him that the place "as full of these 
beautiful incrustations, I ventured in ", ith him, ahemt fifty 
paces, anxiously and cautiously descending, by a steep and 
loIangerolls way. 

7 Finc1ing, however, that we came to a precipice which 
led into a spaciolls amphitheatre, (if I ill,l" so call it,) still 
deeper than any other pHI, we returned, and being pruviuerl 
with a ladder, flambeau, and other things to expedite our de
scent, our "hole company, man by mall, ventured into the 
same opening; and, descending one ;,(ler anotber, we at 
la~t saw ourselves all together in the most magnifIcent part 
of the c,.vern." 

SECTION IV. 
The Grotto oj Antiparos, coniinued . 

.. OUR candles being now all lighted up, and the whole 
place co~npletely illu~lina,ted. never could the eye be pre
~ented wtth n Inore ghtterlng, or a more magniflccnt scene. 
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The whole roof hung with ~olid icicles; transparent as glass, 
yet solid as marble. The eye could licarcely reach the lofty 
anu noble ceiling; the sides were regularly formed with 
spars; and the wholc presented the iuea of Q magnificent 
theatre, illuminated with an immense profusion of lights. 

~ The floor consisted of solid marble ; and, in ,everal 
places, mngnificent columns, thrones, a:tars, and other ob~ 
jects, appeared, as if nature had designed to mock the cU\'i~ 
osities of art. Our voices, upon speaking or sill:~ing, were 
redoubled to an astonishing loudness; and upon the firing of 
a gUll, the noise and reverberations were almost deafening. 

5 In the midst of this granu amphitheatre ro,e a concretion 
of about fifteen feet high, that, in some measure, r,oscl1lbled an 
altar; from which, taking the hint, we caused !".lass to be 
celebrated there. The beantiful columns that shot up round 
the altar, appearec1like candlesticks; and many other natural 
objects representell the cllstomary ornaments of this rite. 

4 Below even this spacious grotto, there seemed another 
cavern; down which I ventl1l'ed "'ith my former mariner, 
and descended about fifty paces by means of a rope. I at last 
arrived at a small spot of level ground, ,,;here the bottom 
appeared different from that of the amphitheatre, being com
posed of soft clay, yielding to the pressnre, and into which I 
thrust a stick to the depth of six feet. In this, however, a$ 
above, numbers of the most beautiful crystals we!".:) formed; 
one of which, in particular, resembled a table. 

5 Upon our egress from this amazing cavern, lVe perceived 
a Greek inscription upon a-rock at the month, but so oblitera~ 
ted by tima, that we could not rend it distinctly. It seemen 
to import, that one Antipater, in the time of Alexander, had 
come hither; but whether he penetrated into the depths of 
the cave", he does not think fit to inform Ils."-This accollnt 
of so beautiful and striking a scene, Illay serve togive ussome 
idea oftre subterraneous wonuers of nature. GOLDSmT:l. 

SECTION V. 
Earthquake at Catanea. 

ONE of the earthquakes most particularly describeu in his
tory, is that which happer.<!d in the year 1603; the damages 
of which were chiefly felt in Sicily, but its motion was rer~ 
ceived ill Germany, France, and England. !t extended to 
a circumference of two thousand six hundred leagues; chiefly 
affectin,g the sea coasts, and great rivers; more perceivable 
also upon'the mountains than in the valleys. 
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9. It3 motiO:15 were 60 rapid, that persons who Lly at their 
IelJ:;lh, were tossed from side to side, us UpOll a rolling bil
l::>\\'. 'rhe w<1113 werc d<1shed fft'l11 ,heir fou!1ci;!tiuns; and 
no fewer that tiny-four cities, "ilh an incredible number of 
"illages, \\ ere either destroyed or greatly damaged. The 
city of Cntanea, in particubr, was utlerly overthrown. A 
traveller who 1Y.15 Oil his \I"ily thither, pc-:-c8ivo:u, at the dis
tance of sOlile wiles, a black cloud, like flight, hanging 
over the place. 

S The sea, all of a sudden, began to roar; mount lEtna, 
to send forth great spires of fiaill;~; and soon after a shock 
ensued, with a noise as ifal! the artillery in the world had been 
at alice discharged. Ollr traveller being ohliged to alight 
instantly, l~lt himself raised a foot from the ground; and 
tllrning his eyes to the city, he \ritl! amazement saw nothing 
but a thick cloud of dust in the air. 

4 The birds flew about ~stonished; the sun was d.ul.ened; 
the beasts ran howling from the hills; and althou;;h the shock 
did nut continue auore three minutes, yet nearly nineteen 
thousand of tbe inhabitants of ::3iciJy, l,crisbeJ in the ruins. 
Catanea, to which city the describer \>as tra\"l:,lling, seemed 
the principal scene of ruill ; its place only was to be found; 
and not a footstep of its flJrmer magnificence was to be seen 
remaining. GULDS!lIlTU. 

SECTION VI. 
Creation. 

!~ the progress uf the Divine works a~d government, 
there arrived a period in which this earth was to be called 
into existence. \Vhen the signal mon1ent, predestined from 
all eternity, was come, the Deity arose ill his llli,<;ht, and, 
with a word, created the world. 'Vha! an illustrious mo
ment \,-as tbat, when, from non-existence, there sprang at 
once illlo being, this mighty globe, 011 which 50 many mil
lions of creatures now dwell ! 

~ No preparatory measures were required. No long cir
ClIlt of means was employcd. "lIe spake; and it was done: 
he cOlllmanded; and it stood fast. The earth was at first 
witbout form, and void; and darkness was on the face of 
the deep." 'The Almighty sun"eyed the dark abyss; and 
fixed bounds to the several divisions of nature. He 6aid • 
.. Let there be light; and there was lio-hl." 

.5 Then appeared the sea, and the d~'y land. The moun
tams rose; and the rivers flowed. 'rhe Slln and moon 
began their coune in the akiei. Herbs and pla.nts clothed 
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the ground. The air, the earth, and the waters, were 
storeti with their respective inhabitants. At Jast, 11I3n was 
made ilfter the image of God. 

4 He appeared, walking with countenance erect; and rc
ceived his Creator·s benediction, as the Lord of this new world. 
The Almi;::bty beheld his work whell it was finishcd, anll 
pronounced it GOOD. Superior beings saw with wonder, thj~ 
new accession of existence. "The morning stars sang to
gether; and all the sons of God, shouted for jOy."-13L.\lR. 

SECTION HI. 
Charity. 

CHARITY is the same with benevolence or love; and is 
the term uniformly employed ill the New Testament, to de
note all the good ati"ectiolls which we ought to bear towards 
one another. It consists not in speculative ideas of general 
benevolence, floating in the head, and leaving the heart, as 
speculations too often do, untouched and cold. Neither is 
it confined to that indolent good nature, ,'vhich makes us rest 
satisfied with being free from inveterllte malice or ill-will to 
our fellow-creatures, without prompting us to be of service 
to anr. 

i! True charity is an active principle. It is not properly 
a single virtue; but a disposition residin~ in the heart, as a 
fonntain whence all the virtues of benignity, candonr, for
bearance, generosity, compassion, and liberality, flow, as 
so lIlany native streams. From general good-will to all, it 
extends its influence particularly to thase with whQm we 
stand in nearest connexion, and who are directly within the 
Bphere of our good offices. 

3 From the cOlltltry or community to which \\-e belong, 
it descends to the smaller associations of neighbourhood, re
lations, and friends; and spreads itself over the whole circle 
of social and domestic life. I mean not that it imports a pro
miscuous undistinguished affection, which gives every lIlan an 
equal title to oUL· love. Charity, if we should endeavour to 
carry it so far, would be rendered an impracticable virtue, 
and would resolve itself into mere words, without affecting 
the heart. 

4 True charity attempts not to shut our eyes to the clis
tinction between good and bad men; nor to warm our heart'! 
equally to those who befriend, and those who injure 115. It 
reserves our esteem for good men, and Ollr complacency 
for our friends. Towards ollr enemoies it inspires forgive
ness, humanity, and a solicitude for their welfare. It 
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breathes universal candour, Bnd liberality of sentiment. It 
forms gentleness of temper , and dictates affability of manners. 

!i It prompts corresponding sympathies with them who re
joice, and them who weep. It teaches us to slight and de
spise no man. eha rity is the comforter of the afflicted, the 
protectur of the oppressed, the reconciler of differences, the 
intercessor for offenders. It is faithfulness in tbe friend, 
public spirit in the magistrate, equity and patienc.e in the 
judge, moderation in the sovereign, and loyalty in the sub-! 
ject. 

6 In parents, it is care a!1d attention; in children, it is 
reverence and submission. In a word, it is the soul of social 
life. It is the SUIl that enlivens and cheers the abodes of 
men. It is "like the dew of Hermon," says the Psalmist, 
" and the dew tl1<)t descendrcl on the mountains of Zion, 
where the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever
more." DLAIR. 

SE8TION VIII. 
Prosperity is redoubled to a good .Han. 

NO:-'-E hut tbe temperate, the regular, and the "iI·tllOllS, 
lmow how to enjoy prospcrity. They bring to its comforts 
the manly relish of a sound uncorrupted mind. They stop 
at the proper poiut, before the enjoyment degenerates into 
disgust, ami pleasure is cOlwerted into pain. They are 
strangers to those complaints which flow from spleen, caprice, 
and all the fantastical, distresses of a vitiated mind. \Vhile 
riotous indnlgence enervates both the body and the mind, 
purity anel virtue heighten all the powers of human fruition. 

2 Feeule are all pleasures in which the heart has no share. 
The selfish gratifications of the bad, are both narrow in their 
circle, ;Jnd short in their duration. But prosperity is re
doubled to a good man, by his generOl~s use of it. It is re-
11ected back upon him from everyone whom he makes hap
py. In the intercourse of domestic affection, in the attach
Inent o( friends, the gl"atituele of dependants, the esteem and 
good-will of all who lmow him, he sees blessings multiplied: 
round him, on every side. 

S "\Vhen the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when 
the eye saw me, it gave witnells to me; because I delivered 
the poor that cried, the fatherless, and him that had l1Clne 
to help him. The blessing of him that Was ready to perish 
?ame upon me, and I caused the widow's heart to sing 'iith 
JOY· I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to .the lame; 
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l was a father to the poor; and the cause which I knew not, 
f. searched out." :,.,,1, 

4 Thus, while the righteous man' flourishes like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, he bl'ings forth also his fl;uit 
in its season; and that fruit he brings forth, not f()r himself 
alone. He flourishes, 1I0t like a tree in some solItary desert 
which scatters its blossoms' to the wind. and communicates 
neither fruit nor shad~ to any living thing; but like !l tree 
in the midst.oran inhabited country, which to some affords 
friendly sheltel', to olhers fruit; which is not only admired 
fly all for its beauty; but blessed by the traveller for the 
shade, and by die· hungry .far the sustenance it hath given. 

BLAIR. 

SECTION IX. 
On, the beauties of the Psalms. 

GREA'l'NESS confers no exemption from the cares and 
sorrows of life; its share of them frequently benrs a me
lancholy proportion to its exaltation. This the monarch of 
Israel experienced. He sought in piety, that peace which 
he could Dot find in empire; and alleviated the disquietudes 
of state, with the exercise of devotion. His invaluable 
Psalms convey those comforts to others which they afforded 
to himsel f. 

2 Composed upon particular occasions, yet designed for 
general use; delivered out as services for Israelites under thc 
Law, _yet no Jess adapted to the circumstances of Christians 
under the Gospel; they present .religion to m in the most 
engaging· dress; communicating truths which philosophy 
could never investigate, in a style which poetry can never 
equal; while history is made the vehicle of prophecy, <lnd 
creation lends all its charms to paint the glories of redemp-
tioo. ~ 

5 Calculated alike Co profit and to please, they inform the 
understanding, elevate the alrections, and entertain the ima
gination. Indited under the influence of HIM, to II'hol\1 all 
hearts are known, and all events foreknown, they suit ll1an-

. kind in all situations; grateful as the manna which descend
ed from above, and conformed ibelf to every palate. 

4 The fairest productions of human wit, after a few peru
sals, Jille gathered flowers, wither in our hands, and lose their 
fragrancy; but these unfading plants of paradise become, as 
we are accustomed to them, still more and mora beautiful; 
their bloom appears to be daily heightened; fresh odours arc 

G 
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emitted, anu new sweets extracted from them. ne who has 
onco tasterl their e:tcellencie~, will de~ire to taste them agnin; 
and he who tastes them oftenest, wiil relish them hest. 

5 Awl now, couid the author flatter himself, that anyone 
would take h<llf the pleasure ill reading his work, whieh he 
bas taken in Initing it, he would not fear the loss of his la
bour. The employment e1elached him from the hustle and 
hurry of life, the din of politics, and the noise of folly. Vani
ty and vexation flew away for a season; care and uisquie
tude came not near his uwellillfi. lIe arose, fresh a~ the 
morning, to his task; the silence of the night invited him to 
pursue it; and he can truly say, tbat food antI rest were Dot 
preferred before it. 

6 EI'l'ry psalm improved infinitely upon his acquaintance 
with it, amIno one gllvo him uneasinrss but the last; for then 
he grieved that his worlt was done. Happier hour~ than those 
which have been spent in these meditations on the songs of 
8i'1tl, he never expects to see in this world. Very pleasantly 
did they pass; they mOJed smoothly and swiftly ,dong: for 
when thus eugaged, he counted no time. They are gone, 
bllt they have left a relish 'Illd a fra!!;rance upon tho mind; 
ami die remembrance of them is sweet. HORNE. 

SECTION X. 

Character oj ALFRED, king of England. 

TRIO: merit of this prince, both in private Bnd public 
life, mny, with advantage. be set in Oppo~ilion to that of any 
monarch or citizen, which the annals of any age, or any nB
lion, can present to lH. III' seems, indeed, to be tho com· 
plete modd of that perfect character, which, under the de
nominativn of II sage or wise m'1I1, the philosophers have 
been fonu of delineating, ralher as a fiction of their im:1gina
tion, than in hopes of ever seeing it reduced to practice; so 
happily 'll'ere all his vii·tues tempered together; so jllstly 
",pre they hlended; and so powerfully did each prevent the 
other from exceeding its proper bounds. 

!! He knew how to conciliate the ll10sr enterprising spirit 
"it h the coolest moderation; the most obstinate perseverance 
with the ()asiest flexibility; the most severe justice with the 
greatest lenity; the greatest rigour in comnland, with the 
greatest affability of deportment; the highest capacity and in
clination for science, with the most shining talents for action. 

~> Nature, also, as if desirous that so bright a production of 
lK!r skill should be set in the fairest light, had bestowed on him 
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all bodily accomplishments; vigour of limbs, dignity of 8hape 
llnd air, and a plcasant, engagin~, and open countenance. By 
living In IhHt barllarous age, he WIlS deprived of histOliau, 
worthy to tl'llilsmit his fame to posterity; and wo wish to see 
him delincated ill morc lively coluurs, ilnd \Vith more particu
lar ~trokes, that we might at least perceive 50llHl of those 
!.mall specl,s and blemishes from which, 011 U lllaD. it is im
possible lie could be entirely exempted. BUlIE. 

SECTION XI. 

Character oj QUEEN ELIZABE'l'H. 

TJIF.RE ore few personages in history, who have been 
morH exposed to the calumny of enemies, anlitbe adulation uf 
friends, than Queen Elizabeth; and yet there scarcely ii 
any whose reputation has been more certainly determined lly 
the unanimous consent of posterity. The unusual length of 
her administration, ,md the strong features of her character, 
were allle to overcome all prejudices, and, oLliging ber de
tractors to abate much of their in'recth"es, and her admirel'$ 
somewbat of their plnegyrics, have, at last, in spite of po
litical factions, a nd what is more, of religious animo~ities, 
pl'Oduced a uniform judgment with l'egard to her conduct. 

"2 Her vigour, her constancy, her magnanimity, her pene
tration, vigilance, and address, are allowed to merit the higu
est praises; and appear not to have been surpasssed by any per
son who ewer tilled a throne: a conduct less rigorous, less im
perious, more sincere, more indulgent to her people, would 
bave been requisite fo form a perfect character. fly the 
force of her mind. she" controlled all her more active, RllU 

stronger qualities, and prevented them from running into 
excess. 

5 Her heroism was exempted from all temerity; her "fru-· 
gaUty from avarice: her friend~hip from partiality; hcr 
enterprise from turbulency ~md a vain ambition. She guard. 
I'd not herself, with equal care, 01" equal success, from less 
infirmities; the rivalship of beauty, the desire of admiration. 
tbe jealousy of love, and the sallies of angel'. 

4 Her singular talents for government, were founded 
equally on her temper an{\ on her capacity. Endowed with 
;l great command o\"er huself, she soon obtained an uncolI
trolled ascentlancy over the people. Few sovereigm uf Eng
land sucGeeded to the tbrone in more difficl1lt circumstall
~es; and none ever conducted the government with iO uni
(QCW Ju~ce" and felicity_ 
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5 Th.ough unacquainted with the prllctice of tolllr3tiol;l. 
the true secret for managing religions factions, she preserved 
her people, by her superior pruden.::e. from those confusions 
in which theological controversy had involved all the neigh
bouring nations; and though her enemies were the most 
powerful princes of Europe, the most active, the most en
terprising, the least scrupulolls, she was able, by her vigour, 
to make deep impressions on their state; her own greatness 
meanwhile remaining untouched and unimpaired. 

6 The wise ministers and brave men who flourished du
ring her reign, share the praise of her success; but instead 
of lessening the applause due to her, they make great addi
tion to it •. They owed. all of them, their advancement to 
her choice; they were supported by her . constancy ; and, 
with all their ability, they were never alJle to acquire an Ull

due ascendancy over her. 
7 III her family, in her court, in her kingdom, she remain

cd equally mistress. The force of the tender passions wu 
great over her; but the force of her mind was still supedor ; 
and the combat which her victory visillly cost her, serves only, 
to display the firmness of her resolution, and the loftiness of. 
her ambitious sentiments. . 

8 The fame of this princess, though it has surmounted the 
prejudices both offaction and of bigotry, yet lies still·exposed 
to a'nother prejudice; which is more durab.Ie, because more 
natural; and which, according to the ,different views in· 
which we survey her, is capallie either of exotlting .beyond 
meaSI.,re, or diminishing the lustre of her character, This 
prejudice is fOllnded on the consideration of her sex. 

9 When we contemplate her as a woman, we are apt to 
be struck with the highest admiration of·her qualities and ex
tensive capacity; but we are also apt to require some more 
softness of disposition, some greater .lenity of temper, some 
of those amiable'weaknesses hy which her sex is distinguish
ed. But the true method of estimating her merit, is to lay. 
aside all these considerations,. and to consider her merely as 
a rational being, placed in authority, and intrusted with the 
government of mankind. HUME~ 

SECTION, XII. 

The 81ave.riJ oj Vice. 
THE slavery produced by 'viceappears in the dependence 

under which it brings the sinner,·. to circumstances of exter~ 
~al fortune •. One of the favourite characters of libert1/., is 
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the independence it beslows. He who Is tl'ul.v a f,eemnn, 
Js above all servile compliances, Rnd abject ~uhjf'ctior. He 
is able to rest IIpon himself: nnd while he regards his supe
riors with proper deference, neither demises himself by 
cringing to thf'm, nor is tempted to purcha~e 1heir favour 
by dishonour;,ble means. Dut the sinner Ills forfeited every 
privilege (If this nature. 

92 His passions and h:lLits Tenller him nn uh<dnte depcn
·dant on the world, nnd the \'ror!L!'s favour; on t he uncertain 
goods {)f fortune, and the fickle trumours of nlen. For it is 
by these he subsbts1 and :ll11ong these his h(lppiness is 
!lought; according 1'19 his passions Oetnmine him to P1ll'stl'(} 

pleasures, riches, or prefermems. Having no fund within 
himself whence to draw f'njoymcnt, 'his only resonrce is in 
things without. His hopes and fe,lIs all hnng 11pon the 
world. He paHal(es ill all its vici,:situdes; and is tooved and 
shaken by every \dnd of fortulle. 'fIJi" is lobe. in the 
strictest sense, a slave to the world. 

S Religion and virtue, on the other haud, confer on tha 
mind principles of noble independend-ce. .. The upright m:1I1 
is satisfied from himself." lIe oe<pises not the auvantagf S 

of fortune, btlt he centres not hi~ happiness in them.' 'Vith 
a moderate share of them he can be contented; and con
tentment is felicity. Happy in his o\\'n integrity, 'consciollS 
'of the esteem of good mel', reposing firm '1'II5t in the provi
~ellc-e, and the promises of God, he is exempted from ser
vile dependence on other things. 

4 He C;Jn wrap himself lip in a £ood ('onscil"nre, ;'tnd look 
forward, without terror, fa the dlange of thp world. Let 
all things fluctuate 3T<llmd him as they ple~<(', be believes 
that, by the Divine orr-illation, they shall be madr. to work to
gether in the issue for his good: and, therefore, baving milch 
to hope frol11 God, and little to fear from the world, he C:J'l 

be easy in every state. One who POS;'l':,~es within jlimsclf 
such an establishment of minll, is tTuly fret'. 

[) Hut shall I call that man ffl:P, who has nothing 111;(l;S his 
o\\'n, no property assure{!; whose \'ery heart i, not his OWII. 

but rendered the appenrlage of external things, arc] the sport 
of fortune? Is tllat m,lD free, let hi~ otltlVlIrd. condition Lp, 
{'ver so splendid, whom Lis imp'erioll~ l':tssiQ1.15 detain at 
thrir call, whom they send forth at their plr'lsill-e. 10 drllllge 
and toil, anti to beg hi~ only ('!l.iIJJ'IlIl~!)t Ilolll tilt' ca~t1altie, 
(If the 1V0rld ? 

6 Is he free, who must flatter and lie tr C()lTJr·H~ hi~ enos; 
G" 
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who mlJst bear with this man's caprice, and that man's 
scorn; must profess friendship where he hates, aDd respect 
where he contemns; who is not at liberty to appear in his 
o IVn colours, nor to speak his oIVn sentiments; who dares 
not be honest, lest he should be poor? 

7 Believe it, 110 chains bind so hard, no fetters are so hea
vy, as those which faiten the corrupted heart to this treache
rous world; 110 dependence is more contemptible than that 
under which the voluptuous, the covetous, or the ambitious 
man, lies to the means of pleasure, gain, or power. Yet 
this is the boasted liberty which vice prolJlises, as the recom
pense of setting us free from the salutary restrains of virtue. 

llLAIR. 

SECTION XIII. 
The Man of Integrity. 

h will not take much time to delineate the character of 
the man of integrity, as by its nature it is a plain one, and 
easily understood. He is one who makes it his constant rule 
to follow the road of duty, according as the word of GUll, and 
the voice of his conscience, point it out to him. lIe is not 
guided merely by alfections, which may sometimes give the 
wlollr of virtue to a loose and unstable character. 

£ The upright 1ll:111 is guided by a fixed principle of mind, 
Ivhich determines hiill to esteem nothing unt what is honoura
)le; and to abhor whatever is base 01" unworthy, in moral con
Juct. II ~llCf' we find him ever the same; at all limes, the 
.rusty fricnd, thc alfectionate relation, the conscientious man 
)1' business, the pious worshipper, the publie spirited citizen. 

s He as,;umes no borrowed appearance. He seeks no 
rnask to cover him: for he acts no studied part; but he is in
leed what he appears to ue, full of truth, call1iour and hll
nanity. In all hi~ pursuits, he kno\V~ no path Imt the fair 
md direct one; and \','ould much rather fail of success, than 
lttain it by reproachful means. 

4 IIe never shows us a smiling countenance, while he me
Jitate, evil against us in his heart. He nevel' praises us 
mlOng our friends; and then joimi in traducing as among our 
lnemi·,s. 'Ve shall never flud one part of his char,lcter at 
:ariallce with another. In his manners, he is simple and I1naf
ceted; III all his proceeding" open and consistcnt.-13LAIR. 

SECTION XIV. 
Gentleness. 

[ l:Ll,(;-; with distinguishing true gpntlencss from passil'e 
amelless of spirit, and from unlimited compliance with tile 
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manners of others. That passil'e tamenps~, which submits, 
without opposition, to every encroachment of the violent and 
assuming, forms no part of chI i,tian duty; hut, on the con
trary, i:, tkStl"uctive of general happinfss and order. That 
unlillJited complaisance, which on el'ery occasion, falls in with 
the opinions and manner~ of others, is so far from being a 
virtue, that it is itself a vice. and the parent of many vice,. 

2 It overthrows all steadiness of principle; and produces 
that sinful conformity with the world, "hich taints the whole 
charaGter. In tbe present corrupted state of human manners, 
always to assent, and to comply, is the very worst maxim \I OJ 

can adopt. It is impossible to suport the purity and dignity 
of christi,ln liiorals, without opposillg the world on various 
occasions, even though we should stand alone. 

S TIn.! gentleness, therefore, which helongs to virtue, is tu 
be carefully distinguished from the lllean spirit of co\\"ard~. 
and the fawning as<;ent of sycophants. It renounces no jll'! 
right from fear. It gives up no important truth from {Iat
tery. It i! indeed not only consistent with a firm mind. but 
it necessarily requires a manly spirit, and a fixed principle. 
in order to give it any real value. Upon this solid grouud 
only, the polish of gentleness can with advantage be super
induced. 

·t It stands opposed. not to the most determined re~'lrd for 
virtue and truth, but to harshness ami severity. to pride and 
arrogance, to violence and oppression. It is properly. that 
part of the great virtue of charity, which makes us unwilling 
to give pain to any of our brethren. Compassion prompts u~ 
to relieve their wants. Forbearance prevents us from re
ta!iating their injuries. Meekness restrains our angry pas
sie)!)s; candour. our severe jud;:;ments. 

5 Gentleness corrects whatever is offensive in our man
ners; and by a constant train of hUlll:llle attentions. studies 
to alleviJte the bmden of COlllmOlll1lisery. Its office, there
fure, is extensive. It is not, like some other virtues, called 
forth only on peculiar emergencies; but it is continually ill 
action, when we arc engaged in imercotlr,e with men. J t 
fll1ght to form our arldress, to regulate om spl!ech, anti to 
ditfllse itself over our whole behaviour. 

6 \Ve must not, llOwevcr, conf'Hlnd this ;;entle .. lI'i,d,,:n 
which is from a1l0ve," with that artilkiaJ courtesy, that studied 
smootliness of manners, \1 hich is learned ill the school of the 
world. Such accompJishl1l(~nts, the Illr,st fril'olous and elllp
ty lllay possess. 1'00 often they are employed by the artflll, 
as a snare j too often affected by the hdf(.1 and unfeeling, ,IS 
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;t cover to the baseness of theIr minds. "-6 cannot, at tIle 
sa.me time, avuid oll,erving tbe homage, which, even in such 
instances, the world is constrained to pay to virtue. 

7 In ord~r to render society agreeahle, it is found necea
sary to assume somewhat, that may at least carry it!t appell
ranee. Virtue iii the universal charm. Even its shadow is 
courted, when the substance is wanting. The imitation of 
its form ha~ been reduced into an art; and in the commerr·e 
of life, the first study of all who would either gain the esteem, 
or win the hearts of others, is to learn the speech, and tu 
allopt the manners, of candour, gentleness, and humanity. 

8 But that gentleness which is the characteristic of a good 
man, has, like every other virtue, its seat in the heart; and, 
let me add, nothing except what Haws from the heart, can 
render even external lIlannen truly pleasing. For no as
sumed uehaviour can at all times hide the real chnracter. 
In that unaffected civility which springs from a gentle mind, 
there is a charm infinitely more powerful, than in all the 
studied manners of the most finished courtier. 

9 True gentleness is founded on a sense of what we owe 
to HDI who made us, and to the common nature of which we 
all share. It arises from reflections on our own failings and 
wants, and from jnst views of the condition, and the duty of 
man. It is native feeling, heightened and improved by prin
ciple. It is the heart which easily relents; which feels for 
every thing that is human j and is backward and slow to 
inllict the lea~t wound. 

10 It is affable in iti oress, and milo in its demeanour; ever 
ready to oblige, Rnd willing to be obliged by others; breath
ing hahitnal kindness towarrls friends, courte,y to strangers, 
long-suffering to enemies. It exercises authority with mode
ration; administers reproof with tenderness; confers favours 
with ease and modesty. It is unassuming in opinion, and 
lemperate in zeal. It contends not ea~erly about trifles; 
slow to contradict, and still slower to blame; but prompt to 
allay di~sention, and restore peace. 

11 It neither intermeddles' unnecessarily \\'ith the affairs, 
nor pries inquisitively into the secrets of others. It delights 
above ~11 things to alleviate distre,,: ~nd, if it cannot dry up 
the fallmg tear, to soothe ot least the O'rievinrr heart. \Vhere 
it has net tIll' POWH' of being m.ei'lll, it is Ilev~r uurdensome. 
It 5eek~ to please, rather than to shine and dazzle; and con
ceals \\:ith care that sllperiolity, either of talents or of ranI" 
which IS oppressive to those who nrc beneath it. 

12 In a word, it is that spirit, alld that tenor of manners. 
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which the gospel of Christ enjoilJ" when it commands U', II to 
be:;r one another's bnrdells; to rejoice with those whu II!' 
joice, and to weep with those 11110 II tJPp; to please every OJle 

his neighbour for his good; to be kind and temler-heal'ted ; 
to be pitiful and coul'leous; to support the IIcak. amI to iJe 
patient towards all men," llL.\m. 

-~ 

CHAPTER n, 
P.\. THE TIC PIECES, 

SECTIOX I. 

Trial and EX£Clltion of the EARL of STRAFFORD, to/tO fell 
a sacrifice to the 1'iGlCllcr of the times, ill the Reign oj 
Ci;.\RL~S the First. 

THE earl of S.ratford defended himsrlf against the aCClI
sations of the house of Commons, with all the presence ot 
lIIind, judgment and sa~acity, that could be expected from 
innocence and ability. Hi. children were placed beside nim. 
"5 he was thlls defending his life, ann the call,e of his royal 
master. :Hter he hac!, in a long and eloquent speech, de
livered without premeditation, confuted all th3 accusatiolls 
of his enemie', he thus drew to a conclllsion : 

'.! II But, my lords, I have troubled you too long: longel' 
than I should have done, but for the sake of these clear 
pledges which a saint in heaven has left me." Upon this he 
paused; dropped a tear; Inoked upon hi' children, and pro
ceeded.-" W h;tt Iforfeit fM myself is a triflle; that my indis
cretions should re,lch my posterity. wounds me to the heart. 

::3 Pardon my infirmity.-~omelhill:; I !hould have added, 
but I am not a!Jle; and therefore I let it pass. And now, 
my loras, for myself. I have Ion!! been tanght, that the 
afflictions of thi-; life nre overpaid hy that etemal weight of 
glory, which awaits the innocent. And so, my lord" even' 
50, "ith the utmost tranquility, I. suhmit myself to your 
judgment, whether that juugment be life or death: not my 
will, hilt thine, 0 God, be done !" 

,1 His elofjuence and innocence induced those jl1d~es to 
pity who were the most zealous to condemn him. The 
king himself went to the hOllse of lords, and spoke luI' some 
tim!: in his defence; but the spirit of vengeance, which had 
been chained for eleven veal'S, was noll' mused ;<lnd llothilJ!:; 
hut his blood could gi~e the people satisfaction., I Ie was 
condemned by bot:, hOllses of parliament; lInu nothing 
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remttinel1 but fur the kIng to give his oonsent to the bill of 
attainder. 

~ But in the pre!en! oommotions, the comelH of the kIng 
,muld very easily be> rlispensed with; and imminent danger 
might attend his reftlsal. Charles, however, who loved 
Strafford tenclerly, hesitated, and seemed reluctant; trying 
every expedient 10 put off so dreadful an office, as that of 
signing; the warrant for his execution. While he continued 
ill 'his agitation of mind, anll state of suspense, his doubt, 
were at last silenced by an act of great magnanimity in the 
conrlemned lord. 

6 lIe received a letter from that unfortunate nobleman, 
desiring that h is life might be made a sacrifice to obtain recoll
ciliation between the king and the people; adding, that he 
was prepared to die; and that to a willing mind, there couhl 
be no injury. This instance of noble gcnerosity was hut 
ill repaid by his master, who complied with his request. He 
consented to ~ign the fatal bill by commission; and Strafford 
was behearled on Tower-hill; behaving with all that com
posed dignity of resolution, which was expected fwm his 
character. (fOLDSMITH. 

SECTION II. 

An imminent instance of true Fortitude. 

ALL "ho have !leen distinguished as servants of God, or 
benefactors of men; all who, in perilous situations. hllve 
acted their pRrt with such honour as to render their names il
lustrious through succeeding ages, have been emminent for 
fortitude of mind. Of this we have one conspicuous exam
ple in the apostle Paul, whom it will be instructiye for us to 
view in a remarkable occurrence of bis life. 

2 After having long acted as the apostle of the Gentiles, 
his mission called him to go to Jerusalem, where he knelv 
that he was to encounter the utmost violence of his enemies. 
Just before he set sail, he called together the elders of his 
favourite church at Ephesus; and, in a pathetic speech, which 
<1oes great honour to his character, gave them his last fare
well. Deeply. affected by their knowledge of the certain 
dangers to which he was exposing himself, all the assembly 
were rilled with distress, and melted into tears. 

3 Tho circulllstances were such, as might have conveyed 
dejection even into a resolute mind; and would have totally 
overwhelmed the feeble. .. They all wept sore, and fell on 
Paul'. neck, UJld kissed him, sorrOWing most of all for the 
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lVord~ which ]Ie 8pok~, ttlnt they ~hollid lee his face no 
more." 'Vha! were then the sentiments, what waH tlte lan
guage of this great and good mlln 1 Hear tnc words which 
Ipoke his firm and undaunted mind. 

4 .. Bebold, I go bound in the spirit, to Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befJllmc there; save thnt the 
Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city, saying, that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me; 
neither count I my life dear to myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." 

5 There W'IS uttered the voice, there breathed the spirit, 
of a brave and virtuous man. Such a man lmows not what 
it is to shrink from danger, when conscience Jloints out his 
path. In that path he is determined to walk, let tbe conse
quences be what they may. This was the magnanimous 
behaviour of that great Apostle, when he lIad persecution 
and distress full in vie IV. 

6 Attend now to the sentiments of the same excellent man, 
when the time of his In,t sulfering approdched ; alld remark 
the majesty, and the ease, with which he looked on death . 
.. I am now reddy to be offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought the good fight. I have finisbt>d 
my course. I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of 1 ighteollsness." 

7 How many years of life does such a dying moment over
balance! Who would not choose, in this manner, to go off 
the stage, wilh such a song of triumph in his mouth, rather 
than prolong his existence through a wretched old uge, stain
ed with sin and shame 1" BLAli\. 

SECTION Ill.. 

The good Man's comfort in A.ffliction. 

THE religion of Christ nof only arms m with fortitude 
against the approach of evil; but. supposing evils to fall upon 
us with the heaviest pressure, it lightens the load, by many 
consolations to Ivhich others are strangers. \Vhile bild men 
tr~ce, in the cal<lmities with which they are visited, the hand 
of an offended Sovereign, Christians are taught to view them 
as the well-intended chastisements of a merciful Father. 

2 They hear amidst them, that still ,oice which a go 011 
conscience brings to theh' ear: "Fear not, for I am with 
thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God." They apply to 
themselves tbe comfortable promises with which the gospel 
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ahounds. They discover iM these the ll'lppy issue decreen 
t~l their troubles; and wait with patience till Providence sh'all 
have Rccomplished its great and good designs. ." 

S In the lIIea1l lime. devotion o[Jens to them its bles"sed 
and holy sanctll~ry; that sanctuary in which the wounded 
heart is healed, and the weary mind is at res[; where the 
cares of the world are forgotten; where its tllmults are hush
ed, and its miseries disappear; where greater objects.open 
to our view than any which the world presents; where it 

more serene sky shines, and a sweeter and calmer light 
beams on the afflicted heart. 

4 In those moments of devotion, a"pious man,"ponring out 
his wants and sorrows to all Almighty Supporter, feels that 
he is not left solitary and forsaken in a vale of wo; Goel 
is "ith him; Christ and the Holy Spirit are with hion; and 
though he should be bel'eaveo of every friend on eMth. he 
ctm look up in heaven to a Friend that will never desert him. 

SECTION IV. 

7'lte close of Life. 

BLAIR; 

WHEN we contemplate the close of life; the termination 
of man's designs ancl hopes; the silence that now reigns 
among those who, a liltle while ago, were so busy, or so 
gay; who can avoid being touched with sens;Jtions at once 
awful and tender 1 ,"Vhal heart but then warms Ivith" the 
glow of hunnnity 1 In whose eye does not the tear gather, 
on revolving the fate of passing and short-lived man 1" 
" ~ Behold the poor man, who lays down at last the burden 

of his wearisome life. No more shall he groan under the 
load of poverty and toil. No more shall hp. hear the insolent 
calls of the master, from whom he received his scanty wages. 
No more shall he be raised from needful slumber on his bed 
of stl\o,'1:w, nor be hurried away from his homely meal, to un
dergo the repeated labours of the day. 

S While his humble grave is preparing, and a few poor and 
decayed neighbours are carrying him thither, it is good for 
us to think, that this man too was our brother; that for him 
tbe aged and destitute wife, and the needy children, now 
weep; that, neglected as he was by the Ivotld, he possessed, 
perhaps, both a sound understanding, and a worthy heart; 
and is now carried by angcls; to rest in Ahraham's bosom. 

4 .At no great distance fr(Jm him, the grave is opened to 
receive the rich'and proud "man. For, as it is said with em-
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phasis in the parah)f' ... the rich man also died, am' \vol, bu
ried." Ill' alsfl (lieri. His ridlPs prevenff'llnot his sharing 
tbe same f,ltP. with the poor man; pNhaps, through lllxury, 
they accdcratplj his (loom. 'Then, inrleell, "thp. mourners 
go ahout the sIreNs;" anl\ while, in all th,.. pomp anI I mag
nifircnce of II"fl, his fnneral is preparing. his Iwirs. impatient 
to exarnine his will, are looking on one anothl'r with jealous 
(,yes, and already beginning tv di-'I'llte about the division of 
his suhstall(~e. 

5 One d",I', we see carried along, th" eoffin of the smiling 
infant; the /lolVer jl.l,5t nipP(',1 'IS it bl'ga.n to blosSOlll in the 
parent's view; and the nl'xl lL1Y, we hdlolcl the young man, 
or young woman, of bloomin~ form ann pro_mising hopI'S, 
laid in an untimely grave. \Vhi!f' the funP.ral is atlemled by 
a nllllwrous un('onf'f'iIlcd (:ompany, II ho are r1i,('ollrsing to 
one another allont the news ofthc clay, or tllf' ordinary affairs 
of life, let ollr thoughts rather follow 10 the house of rnOlll'll

in,!. and represent to t!lemsel\'es what is passing tllPre. 
G Therfl we should ~ee a disconsohte family, sitting In 

silent gricf, thinkinc; of the sad breach that is made in tlwir 
little society; alHl, with tear~ in their eyes, looking: to tho 
chamber th'lt i~ now left vacant, and to even' IIlflmorial that 
presents its .. l!, of their departed friend. By such attention 
tn the woes of other." the seltioh hardness of our hearts will 
be gradually softened, and melted down into humanity. 

7 Anothp.r dav, we follow to the grave, one who, in old 
a:;e, and afler a long career of life, has in fltll maturity sunk 
at last inlo rest. A~ we are going along to the mansion of 
the dead, it i~ natural for us to think, and to discollrse, of 
all the changes which slIt!h a person has seen during the 
conrse of his life. He has passed, it is likely, throug~ va
rieties of fortllne. He has experienced prosperity, and ad
versity. He ha~ seen families and kindre(h rise and fall. 
He has seen peace nnd war succeeding in th-eir turns; the 
face of his country undcrgoing many alterations; and the 
very city in which he dwelt, rising, in a manner, new around 
him. 

8 Aftp.r all he has beheld, his eye~ nrc now rlosed for 
ever. He was becoming a sll'IlIlger in the midst of a new 
sucl'ession of men. A ra'!e who know him not, had risen 
to fill the earth.-Thm passes the world away. Throughout 
all ranks and conditions, .. one generation passetll, and 
another generation cometh ;" and this great inn is by turns 
evacuated and replenished, by troOI)S of succeeding pilgrims. 

H 
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9 0 vain Ilnd inconstant wOI'ld! 0 fleeting and lI'ansient 
life. When will the sons of men Jeafll to think of tliee as 
they ought? \-Vhen will they Je.un humanity from the af-
1b.:tions of their brethren; 01' moderation and wisdom. from 
the sense uf their own fugitive state? IlLA tn. 

SECTION V. 

Emlted Society, and lite rmewal of virtuous connc~'iollS, two 
sources of future Felicity. 

BESt DES the felicity which springs from perfect IQre, there 
are two circlllllstances which particularly enhance the bles
sedness of that "multitude \\ ho stand before the throne:" 
these are, acce~s to the most exalted society, and renewal 
of the most tender connexions. The former is pointed out 
in the Scripture, by "joining the innumerable company of 
ang;els, and the general assflmbly and church of the iirst
born; by sitting dowli with Abraham, and Is'l'lc, and Jacob, 
ill the kingdom of heavpn;" a prollli~e which opens the snu
Iimest pi'Ospects to the human mind. 

!:! It allows good men to entert<lin the hope, th;)t, separa
ted from all the dregs of the human mass, from that lIIixerl 
and polluted crowd in the midst of which they now dwpll, 
they shall be permitted to mingle with prophets, pntriarchs, 
and apostles, with all those great and illustriollsspirits, who 
have shone in former ages as the servants of God, or the he
nefactors of men; whose deeds we are acclIstomed to ('ele
bl'a.te; whose step~ we now follow at a distan('e; and whose 
names we prononnce with veneration. 

S United to this high assembly, the blessed, at the same 
tillle. renew those ancient connexinns with ~'irtllolls friends, 
which had been dissolved by death. The prospect of this 
awakens in the heart the most pleasing and tender sentilllent 
that perhaps can fill it, in this mortal state, For of all the 
sorrows which \ve 'ire here doomed to enrlure, Ilone i~ so 
bitter as that occasioned by the fatal slrol,e whleh separates 
us, in appearance for ever, from those to which either nature 
or frienllship had intimately joined our hearts. 

,t Memory, from time to time, renews the angui,h ; opens 
the wound which scemed once lO ha',e been rlosed; aud bv 
recalling joys that are past and gone, tOllchps every spring 
of painful sensibility. In these agonizing moments, how 
relieving the thought, t\::lt the separation is only tempontr,V, 
llot eternal; that there is a time to come of re-union with 
those with wbulll our happiest days were spent; whose joys 
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'" 

and sorrows onc~ ,,'ere ollrs; Ivhose piety and virtue cheered 
and encourageLl us; and frolll WhUIII, after we shall have 
landeLl 011 tlie peaceful ~hO[e where they uwdl, no rnolu
lions of nature shall ever be able to part liS morc! Suc:h is 
the societ~· of the bles'''d abuve. Of slich ure the Illultirmle 
comfJosetl who" stand befOle the throne." flLAIU. 

SECTION n. 
1'he clemenc.lJ and amiable character of the Patriarch JOSEPH. 

No hUIII:Jn character exhibited in the records of Scripture, 
is 1I10re relllarkable and instructive than that of the p:Jtriarch 
Joseph. lIe is one whom I\'e behold trieLl in all the vicissi
tunes of fortune; from the condition of a slave, rising to be 
ruler of the lanLl fif Egypt; and in every station acquirin~, by 
hi~ virtue and \I isdolll, favour with God and man. When 
overseer ofPotiphar's house, his fidelity was proved by strong 
temptations, which he honornbly resi,tecl. 

~ When throwlJ into prisiOn by the artifices of a false 110-

man, his integrity and prudence soon rendered him conspicu
ous, even in that dark mansion. 'Vhen called into the pre
sence of Pharaoh, the wise and extensive plan which he form
ed COL' saving the kingdom from the miseries of impending 
famine, justly raised him to a high station, wherein his abili
ties were eminently displayed in the public service. 

S But in his whole history, there is no circumstance so 
striking Rnd interesting, as his behaviour to his brethren who 
had sold him into slavery. The moment ill which he made 
himself known to them, was the most critical one of hIS life, 
and the most o.lecisive of his character. It is such as rarely 
occurs in the course of human events; and is calculated to 
draw the highest attention of all who are endowed with any 
degree of sensibility of heart. 

4 From the whole tenor of the narration, it appears, that 
though Joseph, IIpon the ani,al of his brethren in Egypt, 
IInue himself strange to them, yet, from the beginning, he 
intended to discover himself; and studied so to conduct the 
discovery, as might render the surprise of joy complete. Fo~' 
this end, by alfecled severity, he took measures for bring
ing down into Egypt all his father's children. 

5 They were now arriveLl there; anri llenjamin among 
the rest, who was his younger bl'Other by the same mother, 
an(1 was particularly beloved by Joseph. Him he threatened 
to detain; and seemed willing to allow the rest to depart-
This incident renewed their distress. They all knew their fa-
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ther's extreme anxiety ahotlt Ihc s;jfcty of Benjamin, and with 
what difficulty he had yil'l(ktl to his undert;Jking thi, joUrtlcy. 

6 Shouhl lie be prevented 1'1(,111 H,tUI niug, tlll'y dreaded 
that grief "ould overpower the old man's spirits, and prove 
fatal to !ris Ii fe. J U(hlh, thcl efure, \\ ltc., had particularly urged 
the nece:;sity of HClljalJlill's accolllpanving his brothers, alld 
had solemnly 1"':IJ~ed hilll~dfto their father for his safe re
turn, cra ved, IIIHlIl this o,~casioll, an audience of the gover-
1I0r; alld gavc him a full accuullt of the circulllstance, of 
Jacob's fanlily. 

7 Nothillg can Lc more interesting ~nd pathetic than this 
discourse of Judah. Little knowing to wllOm he spoke, he 
paints in all the colours of silllpic and natural plofjl1!'nce, the 
distressed situation of the aged patriarch, hnstenillg to the 
close of lif,::; long afflicted for the luss of a favourite SOli, 

whom he supposed to have been turn in I,icc.:, loy a beast of 
prey; laboming now under anxiuus Cililcern about his ~'Ollllg
est son, the child of his old (tl'e, who alone W;JS left alive uf 
llis mother, r..nd whom nuthi~g Lut the cnlamities of severe 
famine could have HlOI'ed a tcnder father to ~elld from home, 
aDd expose to tho dangers of a fureign land. 

S "If we bring him not back with us, we .hall bring down 
the gray hnirs uf thy servant, our f;Jther, with sorrow to the 
grave. I pray thee therefore let thy servant aLide, instead of 
the young man, a bondman to our lord. For how shall I go 
up to Illy fatlH'r, allu l~enjalllin n(,t with me 1 le~t I sec the 
evil tlwt shall come on my father." 

o lJpon this relation, Joseph could no longer rcstrnin him
self. Thetendl'r idea~ ufhis f.lther, and his father's house, of 
his ancient home, his eountry, and 11;5 "jndn'd, ufthe distress 
of his family, al)(1 his own exaltation, all rmhl.d too stlollgly 
upon his mind to lH'~lr uny funher cOllcealmellt. .. Be cried. 
Causo every man to go (IUt frolll me; and he nel,t <\Ioud." 

10 The tears \I hich he shed were not the Ivars of grief. 
They were the burst of direction. They were the p.ft'lI~iolls 
of a hc~rt ovcrfiowing with all tho (cnrler semibilitics of lIa
ture. Formerly he hatl bren nWVi't\ ill Ihe '~lIlIe man1Jt.r, 
when he lirst saw his LretlHrn h(.fure hilli. .. Hi, bOllt:!:l 
yearned ~pun ~Iim; he sOllght for a place wl ... 1 e t<J weep. 
lIe went IIllu IllS chamber; and then II <l5heJ his face aud 
returned to them." 

11 At that period, his generous pJalls well' nut cOlllpklt'o , 
But nuw, \\ hen there was no farther occasion for CO\lstraill
IIlg himself, he gave free I 1~llt to the SI)'UlIg emotions of his 
hoon. ;I'he firS( miuister to the lii~ "f E{)1)t was not a&ham-
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ed to show, that he felt as a man and a hrother. "He wept 
aloud; and the Egyptians, and the house of Pharaoh heard 
him." . 

1'2 The tirst WOT(],; which his swelling heart allowed him to 
pronounce, are the most suitable to such an affecting situation 
that were ev~r uttered ;-" I am Joseph; doth my father yet 
live ?"-'What could he, what ought he, in that impassioned 
moment, to have said more? This is the voice of nature her
self, speaking her own bnguage; and it penetrates the heart: 
no pomp of expression; no parade of kindness; but strong 
affection hastenin~ to ntter "'hat is strongly felt. 

13 .. His brethren conld not answer him; for they werf~ 
troubled at his presence." Their silence is as expressive of 
those emotions of repentance and shamc, "hich, on this ama
zing discuvery, tilled their breasts. and stupped their utter
ance, as the few words which Joseph speaks, are expressive of 
the generous <lgitations which struggled for vent within him. 

14 No painter conld seize a more strildng moment for c1is
playing the characterislical features of the human heart, than 
",h<.lt is here presented. Nel'er was there a ,itllation of more 
tender and virtuons joy, on the one hand; nor on the other, 
of more overwhelming confusion and conscious guilt. III 
the simple narration of the sacred historian, it is set he fore 
liS with greater e:1crgy and higher effect, than if it had been 
wrought up with all the colouring of the most admirecl mo
dern eloquence. EL.\tR. 

SECTION VII. 

ALTAMONT. 

The ,fullo;l'ill[[ account oj an affecting, rnOUTlIjllll.7·it, is relat
((/ by Dr. Young, who was present at the melancholy scene. 

THE sad evening before the denth of the noble youth, 
whose last hours sug!;ested the most solemn and awful re
Ilections, I was with him. No one was present, bllt his phy
sioian, and <In intimate whom he loved, nnd whom he had 
ruined. At my coming in, he s,tid, " You and the physician, 
are come too late. I have neither life nor hope. You both 
aim at miracles. You would raise the dead!" 

:.! Heaven, I said, was merciful-" Or," exclaimed he.
"I cOllld not have been thus guiltv. 'VhJt has it notdolle 10 
bless alld to save me !-I have been too strone:; fur Onmipo
tCllce! I have plucked down I'uin."-l s.licl, thc blessed 
Redcelller-.:." lIold! hol(1! yon wound me !--That is the 
rock 011 which I sjJlit :-1 dellied his lIal1l(: !,' 

IF 
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9 Refus1ng to hear nny thIng from me, or take any thing 
from the phy~ician, he Jny silent, [IS far a5 sudden dart' of 
pain \"ould permit, till the clock struck: then with vehe
mence he exclaimed, "Oh ~ time! time! it is fit thou shouldst 
thus strike thy murderer to the heart !-How art thou fled 
for ever !-A month l Oh, for a single week! I'ask nol for 
years! thollgh an IIge were too little for the much I have to do." 

4 On my saying we could not do too much: that hea,en 
wa~ a blessed place--" So much the worse.-'Tis lost! 
'tis lost ~-Heaven is to me the severest part of hell l" Soon 
after, I proposed prayer,-" Pray you that can, I never pray
erl. I cannot pray-nor nced I. Is not heaven on my side 
alre2ldy? It closes with my conscitmce, Its severest strokes 
but second mv own." 

5 Observing that his friend was much touched e' thi., 
even to tears-(who could forbear? I could not)-with a 
most affectionate look, he sdid, .. keep those tenrs (or thyself, 
I have undone thee.-Dost thou weep for me 7 That is cruel. 
'Vha! can pain me more 7" 

6 Here his friend, too much affected, n'ould have lefc 
him.-" No, stay-thou still mayst hope; therefore hear me. 
How madly have I talked l HolY madly hast thou listened 
and believed! hut look on my present state, as a full answer 
to thee, ann to myself. This hody is all weakness and pain; 
hut my soul, 8S if stung up by torm6!nt to greater strength 
and spirit, is full powerful to reason; fl1l1 mighty 10 suf1'el'. 
And that which thus triumphs within the ja \I s of immortali
ty, is, doubtle,s, immortal-And, as for a ])?iry, nothing leu 
than nn Almighly could inflict what I fr·d." 

1 I was about to congr~tul.lte this 1':\ ~si\'l', ir)\'oluntarl (!on
fC5sor, on his asserting the two prime :Hticles of his creed, 
extorted by, the ruck of natHre, whell he IhllS, very passion
ately excblllJed :-" No, no! let llIe speak on. I hue not 
long to speak.-My much injurerl Irknd! my ~oul, !IS my 
body, lies in ruins; in scattered frngl11enls of broken thought. 

S Remorse for the P<lst, throws Illy Iho\l~la on the future. 
'Vorse dread of the fllture, strikes it 'J"I'k on the past. I turn, 
and turn, and find no ray. Didst thou f','d half the monn
t~in that is on me, tholl ",ouldst struggle with the martyr for 
hIS Make; Rnd hless Heaven for the tlnme~ !-that il not an 
everlasting tlnme; that i~ not RIl unquenchaille fire." 

9 How were we strllok ! yet SOOIl after, still more. With 
what nn eye of distraction, what a face of de,pair, he eried 
Ollt! " My principles have poi~oned my friend; mye:ltrava
g:mce has beggared my boy! my unkin-:lness h:u murdered 
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JDy wire !-Ant1 h there another hell! Oh! thotl bJllipl'lem
ed, yet indulgent LORD GOD I Hell itself is a refuae. if 
it :~ide me from thy frown!" !:> 

10 Soon after, his understanding falleel. His terrified 
imagination uttered horrors not to be repeated, or ever for
go:ten. And ere the lIun (w1,ich, I hope, has seen few liIUt 
bim) arose, tbe gay, young, noble, ingenious, accomplished, 
an,j most wretched Altamont. expired! 

11 If this is a man of pleasure, what is a man of pain! 
Hew quick, how total, is the transit of ~uch persons! In 
what a dismal gloom they set for ever! How shorr, alas! the 
day of their rejoicing !-For a moment, they glitter-thl'Y 
dazzle! In /) moment, where are they 1 Oblivion covers their 
memories. Ah! would it did! Infamy snatches them from 
i}h\ivion. In the long living annals of infamy, their triumph. 
are recorded. 

12 Thy sufferings, poor Altamont! still bleed in the bosom 
«lfthe heart-striclten friend-·for Altamont bad a friend. He 
might have had many. His transcient morning might have 
beel) the dawn of an immortul day. His name might have 
been gloriously enrolled in the records of eternity. His 
memory might have left 0 sweet fragrance behind it, grateful 
to the ~urYiving friend, salutary to the succeeding generation. 

15 With what capacity was he endowed! with what .. d
vantages, for beil)g greatly good! Hut wilh the talents of an 
angel, a man may be a fool. If he judges amiss in the sU
preme point, judging right in all else, but aggravates hi~ fol
ly ; as it sholVs' him wrong, though blessed wilb the best ca
pacity of being right. 1>11.. YOUNg. 

-QOG-

CHAPTER VII.-DIALOGUES. 

SECTION I. 
Df:MOCIUT09 AND nERACLIT09. 

Tile "ice4 Qltd JoilUA of Men should excite Compassi4m ratller 
than Ridicvle. 

Democrittu. I FIND it impossible to reconcile myself to a 
melancholy \lhiiosolJhy. 

Heraclitus. And I ao' equally unable to approve of that 
vain philosophy which teacbes men to despise and ridic~le 

Dl'mocriful and He!'Aditus were two ancient Philo30plrl'r6, the 
former of whom mug-ned, and the lattu well!, at the errorl and 
toll ie, DC mllOkind. 
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one another. To a wise and feeling mind, the world av
pear:>' in a wretched and painful light. • ' 

Dem. Thou art too milch affected with the state of things; 
and tliis is a source of misery to thee. ' 

Her. And I think thou art too little moved h.v it. T~y 
mirth and ridicule bespeak the buffoon, rllther than the phi
losopher. Does it not excite thy compassion to see manldild 
so frail, so blind, so far departed frum the rules of virtue '! 

Dem. I am excited to laughter, \\ hen I see so mLlch in-
pertinence and folly. ' 

Her. And yet, after all, they who are the objects of tny 
ritlicule, include, not only mankind in general, bllt the p.r
suns with whom thuu livest, thy friends, thy fami;y, my, 
even thyself. 

Dtm. I care very little for all the silly per~ons I me-et wi~l; 
and think I am jll~tifiau:e in diverting lllpelf with their foijy.' 

Her. If they are weak and foolish, it lIlarks lIeither "h
(10m nor humanity, to imult r~ther tlun pity them. 1lut' 
is it certain, that thou art not as extravagant as they are! 

Dem. I presnllle that I alii not; sinn'. in every point, 
Illy sentilllents are the very reverse of th(·irs. ' 

Her. There are follies uf ditrerent kinds. By constalltly 
amllsing thyself "-ith the ern.rs and lIIisconduct of (lthers, 
thou mayst render thyself equillly ridiculous and culpable. 

Dem. Thou art at liberty to indulge s!lch sentiments; and 
to weep over me too, if thou h~,t allY tears to spare. For 
my part, I cannot refrain from pleasing myself with the le
vities and ill conduct of the worId abol;t me. Are not all 
men foolish or irregll.lar in their live, ! 

Her. Alas! there is but too milch re~soll to believe they 
are so; alld on this ground, I pity and dl"plor~ their condi
tion. \Ve agree in this point, that 1110"11 do' not conduct 
themselves sccortling to reasonable and jllst princi!Jle~; hut 
J, who do not suffer myself to act as they do, mllst yet re
g;ud the dictates of my llllder-;t;lIH\ing .1IHI feelings. which 
compel me to 10l'e them; and that love 1;lIs me wjth com
passion for their mistakes and irregul.lrities. Camt thou 
condeulII me (1.1' pilying my own species, Illy brethren, per
~ons born in thc same condition of life. ;,lId destine;} to the 
same hopes and privilege,? II" tholl shoui(hr ellter a 1I0spi[al, 
,,;here sick and wUlIlHled persons rp',icJe, lI'o:lld their wounds 
and di,tresses excite lilv lIIinh? :\lld r(';, the evils of the 
hody bear no c()mparison with those ,;f the mind. 'rhou 
lI"oul(lst cl'rtainly blush at the badJ<lrity, if thou hadst been 
50 ullfedillg us to laugh at, or dC'l;i.;c a puor miserable being 
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wflo hal1 l05f one of his h:!gs: Rnd yet ttlott art 60 destitute 
of hum.lllity, RS '0 ridicule those who nppellr to he deprived 
of the noble powers cf the nndcrs~ancling, by the lillie regan! 
which they pay tn its dictates. 

DtI.'1. He who has lost a leg I~ to he pitied, because the 
loss is 1I0t 10 be imputed to himself; but he who rejects the 
dictates of reaslIn and conscience, voluntarily deprives him
!{~I f of their aid. 'fhe los9 originates in his own folly. 

Her. Ah! so milch the more is he to be pitied! A furioU!~ 
m;wiRc who should pluck out his own eyes, would desen'e 
lIlore compassion tLan an ordinary hiind man. 

Dem. Come, let us IIccommodate the business. There Is 
~omcthing to bo liaid on each side of the question. Thele is 
/'\ery where reason fur laughiJlg, and reason for weeping. 
file world is ridir.ulous, and I laugh at it; it is deplorable. 
and thou hmlcntest over it. Every person "iews it in his 
0\,11 way, 1!nd uccording to his own temper. One point is 
IInquestionable: that mankind ure preposterous; to think 
right, and 10 nct well, we must think and act differently 
from them. To suhmil to the authority, and to folloW" the 
example of the greater part of meo, would render us foolish 
alld miseruble. 

/leT. All this is, Indeed, true; but then thou hast no real 
love or feeling for thy species. The c:tlnmities of manldnd 
excite thy mirth; and this proves that thou hast 110 regard 
for mell, nor any true respect fur the virtlles which they have 
unhappi1Yllbagdolloo. F6flelrm ArchbislwJl ()f Cambro!!. 

SECTION II. 
DIOl'TSJUS, l'J"'l'HJA!3, AND DaMOI'I. 

Genuine Virtue commands Respect, t'VOO from th~ Dad. 
Dionysius. AMAZING! What do I see 1 It is I'ythius just 

arriverl.-lt is indeed Pythias. I did not think it possiblo. 
lie is come to die, and to redeem his friend! 

P.lJthias. Yes, it is Pythius. I left the place of my coo
finement, with 110 Qther views, than to pay to heaven the 
vows I had made; to seUle m)' family concerns according to 
the ruills of justice; and to bid adieu to my children, that I 
might die tranquil and satisfied. 

Dio. fiut why dost thou return 1 Hast thUll no ~ear of 
death 1 Is it not the character of u mlldman, to seek It thus 
vollll1tarily 1 

Pg. I return to suffer, though I hne not (~cserved death. 
Every principle of honour nnd goodQe99 forbids DIe to aHow 
my fr~d La llie for 100. 
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Dio. Dost thou then love him better than thyself? 
Py. No: 1 hll'e him as myself. Hut I am persu;uled that 

I uught to suffer death, rather than my friend; since it W3S 

I'ythiils whom thou h'lds! decreed to die. It were not jllst 
that Damon should suffer, to deliver me from the death which 
was desi~ned not fo\' him, hilt for me only. 

Dio. But thou slIpposest that it is 'IS unjust to inflict 
death upon thee, as upon thy friend. 

Py. Very trlle; we ~re hoth perfectly innocent ;, and it 
is equally unjust to make either of us suireI'. 

Dio. \Vhy dost tholl then assert, that it \l'ere injustice to 
Jlut him to death, instead of thee '1 _ 

1'.'1' It is unjust, in the same (legree,lo inflict death either 
011 Damon or on myself; but Pythias were highly culpable 
to I('t Damon suffer that death which the tyrant had prepar
ed for Pythi~s only. 

Dio. Dost tholl then return hither, on the rlay appuinted, 
with no other view than to save the life of a friend by los
ing thy own 'I 

p.IJ' I return in regard to thee, to suirer an act of injus
tice which it is cornman for tyrants to inflict; alld, with re
~pect to DalOon, to perform my duty, by resclling him from 
the danger he incurred by his generosity to me. 

Dio. And 110W, Damon, let me address myself to thee. 
Didst thol1 not really fear that Pythi~s would never return; 
.1nd that thou wouldst be put to death on his account? 

Da. I W;)s but too well assured that Pythias woul~ punc
tually return; and that he would be more sulicitons to keep 
his promise, than to preserve his life. \Vould to heaven 
that his relations and friends had forcihly detained him! He 
would then have lived for the comfort and benefit Of good 
men; anll I should have the satisfection of d::ing for him! 

Dio. What! Does life displease thee? 
Da. Yes; it displeases me when I see and feel the power 

of a tyrant. 
lJio. It is well! Thou shalt see him no more. I will or

der thee tu he put ta death immeuiately. 
Py. l'aHlun the feelings of a mall who sympathb:es with 

his dying friend. But remember it was l'ythias who wai 
devoted by thee to rlestrnction. I come to sn!)mit to it, that 
I may redC'em my friend. Do not refuse me this consola
tion in Illy last honr. 

Dio. I c~nnot endure Illen who desIJise death, and set my 
power at defiance. 

Da. Thou caust not, then, endure virtue. 
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Dil). No; I cann.)t endure that pruud, cli~dainflll virtue, 
which contemns lifl>; II hich dreads 110 PllllishllH'llt; allli 
whieh is :1l",".,!!.I" to the charllls of ricllPs and ple,"lIIe, 

Dr!. ThOll seest, huwever, that it is a \'irtue which i, not 
insell~ible to the diet<1tes of hOIlO;Il', justice, <Ind frien(lship. 

Dio. Guard" Like l'Illli~s to execution. 'Ve >halJ see 
whether Jhlll'Hl II ill cOlitinlle 10 despise my authority. 

Dl. Pytili,I" by returuillg te) subillit hilllself to thy plea
SlIre, has merited hi, life, and deserve(1 thy favollr; bllt I 
have excited thy indignation, by re,i~lling myself to thy 
pOlVer, in order to ,ave him; be sati,lied, then, with thi" 
,acrifice, and put me to death. 

Py. Hold. Dionysius! reinelliher it was Pythias alone 
who offended thee; D'lmon could not--

Diu. Alas! \I hat do I see and hear! where Olin I ! How 
mis"rahle; and how II orthy to be so! 1 have hitherto knowll 
nothing of tme lirtlle. I have spent Illy life in !Iarknc" 
and error. All Illy power and honoUl's are insuffIcient to 
produ(;e IO\'l>. I cannot boast of having acquired a single 
rriflnd ill the course of a reign of thirty years. And yet these 
til 0 pcrs""s, in " pril'3te condition, 10l'e 0111' another tender
ly. unreservedly cOllfitle in e,tch other, are llIutually hal'PY, 
and really to die for each olher's l'll·,,,rvatinll. 

Py. How coul.ht thou, who iI,HI,[ III:ver loved any pcr~on. 
expect to ha I'e friends I If thot! hadst loved and respected 
Illen, tholl wouldst have secured their love and respect. ThOll 
hast feared Iliankind, and they lear thee; they dete.t thee. 

Dio. Damoll, Pythias, concJesccn!l to admit me as a third 
frielH1, in a connexion so perfect. I givc you your lives, 
and I will load you with riches. 

Du. '·Ve h,,,'e 110 desire to he enriched by thee; and, in 
regard to thy friel1cbhip, we cannot accept or enjoy it, till 
thou i)('(;l)ltle good and just. r; 1I11!)'lt these qualities, tholl 
canst be cOllnectf'd with none hut tlCllIbhlg slaves, and base 
flatterer'. To be loved ancl esteemed by men of free and 
gem'rolls minds, tholl must be virtuous, affectionate, dis
interested, beneficent; and know how to live in a sort of 
eqllality with those II ho share and deserve thy friendship. 

Fenelon, Archbishop oj Cambray. 
SECTION III. 

LOCKE A~D D.I YLE. 

Christiallit,'1 defended against the cavils oj Scepticism. 
Bayle. YES, we both were philosophers; but my philoso

phy was the deepest. You dogmatized; I doubted. 
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Lockfl. Do you m:lke t10llbtlng n proof of d.epth in philoso. 
phy? It mily he a good beginning of it; bur it is a h:u\ end. 

Bfl.1Jlc. No :-Thc more profoune! am scarch('~ nre into 
the nature 'lf things, the more uncertainty WI' ,hll! find; 
alHI tho most subtle minds. see ohjcct;'lllS and difficIIlties ill 
overr 5VStCITI, which are overlooked ur IIndiscovered by or
dina"rv understandings. 

Locke. It would be better thcn to be no philo~ophcr, ~nd 
to continue in the nllg:u herd of mankind. that one m~y 
hal'e thc convenience of thinkill~ th:lt one knoll"s sOlllething. 
I find that the eyes which nature has given me. ,ee many 
things very clearly. though some are Ollt of their reach. or 
discerned but dimly. 'Vh3t opinio:1 ou:;ht I to h.lve of a 
physir:ian. who should offer me an e)'e·\I'at.~r. the use uf 
""hieh would at first 5'} sharpen Illy sight, flS to carry it far· 
ther than orelinary vision; but wOllld in the end ['IH them 
out? Your philosophy is to the eyes of the mind, what I 
have supposed the doctor's nostrum to he 10 those of the body. 
It actually brollght YOllr olVn excellent understanding. which 
was by nature quick-sighted. and rl'nclered more so by art 
and a suhtility of logic peciliiar tel yourself-it !Jrong"r. I 
~"y. your very acute understanc1ing to 8ee nothin~ clearly; 
and enveloped all the great truths uf reason and religion in 
mists of doubt. 

Bayle. I own it did ;-hnl yonr comparison Is not just. 
I did not see well, before I \.,cel my philosophic .. ye·watrr; 
I only supposed I salY well; but I was in nn error. with ull 
the rest of mankind. The blindnc<s was real. the percep
tions were imagi.-.arr. I cured myselUil'st oftho~e hl,,(' ima
ginations, and thlm IlalHlahly endc.lvoured to (tHe OTher men. 

Locke A great cnre indeed !-and do yon 1I0t think tlln', 
in return for the service you did them. thoy ought to eret t 
YOIl a statue? 

Bayle. Yes; it is good for humnn nature to know irs own 
weakness. 'Vhen we arrogantly presume on a strengTh we 
have not. we are 81wI\y8 in grellt danger of hurting onr
selves, or at least of deserving; ridicule Ilnd contempt. by 
vaill and idle efforts. 

Locke. I agree with YOII, that hl1man nature should know 
it~ own weakness; hilt it shol1ld also feel its strength. nnd 
try to improve it. This was my C'mployrnent ns a philo~o
p~er. I endeavoured to discover the real po\\"er~ nf the 
mllld. ro see what it could do. and what it CQllId not· to re
strain it from efforts beyond its abilities; but to teach' it how 
to advance a~ far as Ihe faculties given to it by nature, with 
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the utmost exertion and most proper culture of them, would 
allow it to go. In the va~t ocean of philosophy, I had the 
line and the plummet always in my hands. Many of its 
depth~ I found myself nnable to fathom; but, by caution in 
sounding, and the careful observations I made in the course of 
my voyage, I found out some truths of so much lise to man
kind. that they acknowledge me to have been their benefactor. 

Bayle. Their ignorance makes them think so. Some other 
philosopher will corne hereafter, and show those truths to bo 
falsehoods. He will pretend to discover other truths of 
equal importance. A later sage will anse, perhaps among 
men now barbarous and unlearned, whose sagacious disco
veries will discredit the opinions of his admired predecessor. 
In philo~ophy, as in nature, all changes its form, and one 
thing exists by the destruction of another. 

Locke. Opinions taken up without a patient investigation, 
depending on terms not accurately defined, and principles 
begged without proof, like theories to explain the plmmome
na of nature, built on suppositions instead of experiments, 
mll.,'!t perpetually change and destroy olle another. TIllt some 
opinions'there are, even in matters not obvious to the com
mon sense of mankind, which the mind has received on sllch 
rational grounds of assent, that they are as immoveable as the 
pillars of heaven; ur (to speak philosophically) as the great 
laws of Nature, by which, under God, the universe is sus
tained. Can you seriously think, that because the hypothe-
1'Iis of YOllr countryman, Descartes, which wa~ nothing but an 
ingenious, well-imagined romance, has been lately exploded. 
the system of Newton, which is built on experiments and 
geometry, the tlVO most certain methods ofdi~covering trulh 
will ever fail; or that, because the ,yhims of fanatics Rnd the 
divinity of the schoolmen, cannot now be supportf'd, the doc. 
trines of that religion, which I, the declared enemy of all 
enthusiasm and (;Llse reasoning, firmly believed and main
tained, will ever be shaken? 

Bayle. If you had asked Descartes, while he waG in the 
height of hi~ vogue, whether his system would ever be con
fllted by <lny other philosophers, :1S that of Aristotle had been 
by his, what amwer do YOIl suppose he would have returned 1 

Locke. Come, come, you YOUlselfknow the difference be
tween the foundations on ,,,hieh the credit of those systems, 
and that of Newton, is placed. Your scepticism is more af· 
fected than real. You found it a shorter way to a great re
putation (the only wish of your heart,) to ohject, than to de· 

I 
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fend; to pull down, than t:J set up. And yOUI' talenls were 
;]dmirable for that kind of work. Then your huddling to
gether in a Critical Dictionary, a pleas;]llt wle, 01' obscene 
.ie~t, <lnd a grave argument against the Christian religion, a 
\\"itty confutation of so me absllrd author, and an artful sophism 
to impeach sOllie respectable truth, II':J.S particularly commo
dious to all our yOllng smarts and smatterers in free-think
ing. Ellt \Vh;]t mischief have YOll not done to human society! 
You have endeavoured, and with 50me degree of success, to 
shake" those foundations on which the whole moral world. 
anri the greJt fabric of sucial happiness, entirtly rest. How 
GOlIll! you, as a philosopher, in the sober homs of reflection. 
;JnSWer for this to your conscience, even supposing YOll had 
doubts of the truth of a system which gives to virtue ils sweet
est hopes, to impenitent vice its greatest fears, and to true 
penitellce its best consolations; which restrains even the least 
approaches to gllilt, <lnd yet mal(es those allowances for the 
inl1rl11ities of 0Ui" nature, which the Stoic pride deni9d to it; 
Lut which it~ real imperfection, and the goodnes"~ of its infi-
nitely henevolent Creator, so evidently require? • 

Bayle. The mind is free; and it loves 10 exert its freedom. 
Any re,traint Ilpon it is a ,iolence done to its nature, and a 
trranny, against which it has a right to rebel. 

Loche. The mind, thOllgh free, has a governor within it
self, whit:h Illay and ought to limit the exercise of its free
dom. ThaI governor is reason. 

Buyle. Yes :-but reason, like other governors, has a po
licy more dependent upon uncerlain caprice, than IIpon aoy 
fixed lolWS. And if that reason, which rules my mind or 
)'ours, has happened to set up a favourite notion, it not only 
Hlblllits illlplicity to it, but desires that the s<tllle respect 
;:hollhl be paid to it by alllhe rest of 1Il1lnllind. Now I hold 
thut any m'ln JIlay I,Llvfully oppose this desire in another, 
anti that if he is wise, he will lise his utmost endeavours to 
check it in himself. 

Locke. Is there not also a weakness of a contr<lry natm6" 
to tllis YOll ,He now ridiculing? Do we not often take a plea-, 
sure ill ,howing ollr o\vn power, and gratifying om own pride, 
by (I~grad:ng tile notions set up by other men, and genera!ly 
re,peeted 1 " 

Bayle. I believe we do; and by this means it often hap
peLS, t!l,lt, if one man builds and consecrates a temple to fol-
ly, another pulls it clown. " 

Locke. Do you think it beneficial to human society, to 
have all temples pulled down? 
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Bayle . I c~nnot say that' I elo. 
Locke. Yet [ find 110t in your \\ritin~~ I'Iny mark of dis· 

tillction, to show us which VOII mean to s,lVe. 
Bayle. A true philosoplier, lil,e all illlpartial historian, 

IIlU~t be of no sect. 
Locke. ;5 there no OIediUlII between the Llillll zeal of a 

sectary, amI a total indifl"erence to all religion! 
Bayle. 'Yith regard to morality, J II a~ not indilTerent. 
Locke. How could you then be indifTerent with regard to 

" the sanctions religion gives to morality? I low could Y'lll pull
lish what tends so directly and apparently to weaken in man· 
kind the belief of those sanctions? 'Va~ not tllis sacrificing 
the great interests of virtue to the little Itltltives of vanity) 

Bayle. A man may act indiscreetly. but he cannot do 
wrong, by declaring that, which, on a full discussion of tllC 
question, he sincerely thinl,s to be true. 

Locke. An enthusiast, who advances doctrines prrjllllicial 
to society. or opposes allY that are useful to it, has the ,t I"CII;.cl h 
<Jf opinion, and the heat of a disturbed imagination, to plead 
in allevi;ltion of his fault. But your cool head and sound 
judgment can have 110 such excuse. I know "ery well there 
are passages in all your lI"orks, and those not (ew, where YOll 

tillk like a rigid moralist, r hav-e also IleaI'd that your charac-
" ter was irreproachably good. fillt when, in the most laboured 
parts of rour writings, you sap the sure~t foundations of all 
moral duties, what avails it that in others, or in the conduct 
of your life, you appeared to respect them? How III U II)' , 

\\ ho have stronger passions than you had, and are desirou!' to 
get rid of the curb that re,truins them, will lay hold of yuur 
~cepticism, to set themselves loose from all obligatious of \'il
tue! 'Vhat a misfortune is it to have made sllch a use of 'llCI! 
talents! It would have been better fur YOll anrl fur man\,illd, 
if yoP had been one of the dullest of Dutch theolugians, or 
the most credulous monk in a J'ort(lgue~e 'convent. Thfl 
riches of the mind, like those of fortll~',e, may'be employed 
so perversely, as to iJecome a 1l11i,a1lCC and pest, instead of 
an ornament and support to society. 

Bayle. You are very severe I1pon mc.-TIut do you count 
it 110 merit, no service to Iliankind, to deliver them from the 
(rnuus amI fetters ofpriestC'r;]rt, from the dPliriulTIs off,mati· 
CiSIll, and from the terrors and follies of wperstition? Con
sider how much mischief these have clone to the world I 

Even in the last age, what massacres, what civil wars, \\'lwi 
convulsions of goverilment, what confusion ill society, di(1 
.hey produce! Nil)', in that we both lived ill, though much 



100 TIlE ENGLISH RK\DER. 

more enlightened tban the former, did I not see them occ~ 
sion a viulent persecution in my own country? and can you 
blame me for ~triking at the root of these evils? 

Locke. The root of these evib, you \\1'11 know, was false 
religioll; hnt you struck at the true. Heaven and hell are not 
more dilferent, than the system of faith I defelll.~"d, and that 
which produced the horrurs of which you spen\t. 'Vhy 
would you so fallaciously confound them together in some of 
yom writings, that it relluires much more judgment, and a 
more diligent attentiun, than ordinary readers have, to sepa
rate them again, and to make the proper distinctions? This, 
indeed, is the great art of the most celebrated free-thinkers. 
They recommend themselves to warm and ingenuous minds, 
by lively strokes of wit, and by arguments really strong, 
against superstition, enthusiasm, and priestcraft. Rut, at the 
same time, they insidiously throw the colours of these upon 
the fair face of true religiun; and dress her out in their garb, 
with a malignant intentiun to render her odious or despicable 
to those who have not penetration enough to discern the im
pious fraud. Some of them may have thus deceived them
selves, as well as others. Yet it is certain, no book that ever 
was written by the most acute of these gentlemen. is so re
pugnant to priestcraft, to spiritual tyranny, to all absurd 
superstitions, to all that can tend to disturb or injure society, 
os that gospel they so much affect to despise. 

Bayle. Mankind are so made, that, when they have been 
over-heated, they cannot be brought to a proper temper again, 
till they have been over-cuoled. !\Iy 8cellticism might be 
necessary to abate the fever alllI phrenzy of false religion. 

Locke. A wise prescription, indeed, to bring on a paraly
tica) stale of the mind, (for such a scepticism liS yours is a 
palsy, which deprives the mind of all vigour, lind deadens 
its natural and vital powers,) in order to take off a fever, 
which temperance, and the milk oCthe evangelical doctrines, 
would probably cure! 

Bayle. I acknowledge that those medicines have a great 
1Iower. nut few doctors apply them untainted with the mix
ture of some harsher d."ugs, or some unsafe and ridiculous 
nostrums of their own. 

Locke. 'Vhllt you now say is too true. God hos given us 
a most excellent physic for the soul, in all its diseases; but 
bad and interested physicians, or ignorant aud cunceited 
quacks, administer it so ill to the reit of mankind, that much 
of the bellefit of it is unhllppily lost. 

LORn LYTTLETON. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PUBLIC SPEECHES. --SECTION I. 
CICEr.O against YEURES. 

THE time is come. CHhers. when tll'll which hA~ long 
been wi~hed for, towards allaying the envy 'your order has 
been subject to, alld removing the imputation agaip.~! trials, 
is 'effectllaliy put in yuur power. An opinion has lang ~ re
vailed, not only here at home, Lut likewise in forei:;n eOlm
tries, both dangerous to you. and pcmicious to ihe state
that in prosecutions, men of \\'c~dlh are alwap safe, how, 
ever clearly convicted. 

\! 'rhere is now to be hrought IIpOIl his trial he fore you, to 
the confusion. I hope, of the prop'lgators of this ~landerolls 
imputation, one whose life and actions condemn him in the 
opinion of impartial persons; hut Ilho, accot;,rling to his OWIl 
recl\Oning, .lnd declared dependence upon hi; riches, is al
ready acquitted j I mean Caius Verres. J demand justice of 
you, fathers, upon the robbe'r of the public treasnry, the 0;>
pressOl' of Asia Minor and P'l.'1phyha. the invudcr of the righls 
and privileges of Romans. the scourge and curse of Sicily. 

3 If that sentence is passed upon him I ... hich his crimes 
deserve, your authority, fathers, will be veneraille and sa
cred in the eyes of the public; bllt if his great riches should 
bias you in his favour, I shall still gain one point-to make 
it apparent to all the world, that what was wanting ill this 
case, was not a criminal nor a prosecutor, hut justice and 
adequate punishment. 

4 To pass over the shameful irregularities of his youth. 
what does bis qlla!storship, the, fiot public emfJloyment hll 
held, what cloes it exhibit, but one continued scene of villa
nies'l Cueius Carbo, plundered of the puhlir IJlr)ney by his 
own treasurer. a consul stripped and berra) ed, an :1I-IIlY de
serted and rerluced to want, a province rohbed, tbe civil and 
religions rights of a people viuldted. 

:I The employment he hdd in Asia Minor and Phamphylia, 
,what did it prodllet' hut the ruin of thoso cOllntries 1 j II which 
houses, cities, and temples. \I ere 1'O!lhed hy him. \Vhat 
\Vas his condllct in his pra'torship hel e at hOll1e! I.et the 
plundered te'olples, and puhlic works neglected, thut he 
might embezzle the money il1telld~d for cal r.rillS them Oil, 

I;! 
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bear witness. How did he discharge the office of a judge! 
Lilt those who suffered by his injustice answer. 

6 But his prcetorship in Sicily crowns all his works orwlck
ednes!, and furnishe» a lasting monument to bis infamy. The 
mischiefs done by him in that unbappy country, during the 
three years of his iniquitous administration, are such, that 
many years, under the wisest and best of prcetors, will not 
be sufficient to restore things to the condition in which he 
found them: for it is notorious, tbat during the time of his 
tyranny, the Sicilians neither enjoyed the protection of their 
own original laws ; of the regulations made for their benefit 
by the Roman senate, upon their corning under the protec .. 
tion of the commonwealth; nor of the natural and unalien
able rights of men. 

7 His nod has decided all causes in Sicily for these three 
years. And his decisions have broken all law, all prece
dent, all right •. The sums he has, by arbitrary taxes aDd 
unheard of impositions, extorted from the induitrious poor, 
are not to be computed. 

3 The most faithful allies of the commonwealth have been 
treated as enemies. Roman citizens have, like slaves, been 
put to death with tortures. The most atrocious criminals, 
for money, have been exempted from the deserved punish
ments; and men of the most unexceptionable characters, 
eondemned and banished unheard. 

o The harbours, though sufficiently fortified, and the gates 
of strong town's, have been opened to pirates and ravagers. 
The soldiery and sailors, belonging to a province under the 
protection of the commonwealth, have been starved to death; 
wbole fleets, to the great detriment of the province, suffered 
to peri~h. The ancient monuments of either Sicilian or 
Roman greatness, the statues of heroes and princes, have 
been c:\rried off; and the temples stripped of their images. 

10 Having by his iniquitous sentences, tilled the prisons 
with the most industrious and deserving of the people, he 
then proceeded to order numbers of Roman citizens to be 
strangled in the gaols; so that the exclamation, .. I am a citi
zen of Rome!" which bas oft@Il, in the most distant regions, 
and among the mosl barbarous people, been a protection, 
was of no service to them; but, Oll the contrary. brought a 
speedier and a more severe punishment upon them • 

. 11 I ask now, Verres, what thou hast to adyance against 
thiS charge? Wilt thou pretend to deny it 1 'Vilt thou pre
tend that al~y thing false, that even any thing aggl'avated, is 
alleged agamst thee 1 Had l1ny prince, or any state, commit-
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ted the same outragl' against the privilege of BomM citizens, 
should we not thiuk we had sufficient ground for demllndin~ 
satisfaction. 

U What punishment ought. then, to he Inflicted upon a 
tyrannical and wicked prretor, who dared, at no greater dis
tance than Sicily, within sight of t)le Italian coast, to put to 
the infamous death of crucifixion, that unfortunate and inno
cent citizen Publius Gavius Cosanus, only for his having as
serted his privilege of citizenship, and decbred his intention 
of appealing to the justice of his country, against the cruel 
oppressor, who had unjustly confined him ill prison Ilt SYI'a
euse, whence he had just made his escape 1 

IS The unhappy man, arrested as he was going to embark 
for his native country, is brought before thewicked prretor. 
With eyes darting fury, and 11 countenance distorted with 
cruelty, he orders the helpless victim uf his rage to be strip
ped, and rods to be brought; accusing him, but without the 
least shadow of evidence, or even of slispicion, of having 
come to Sicily IlS a spy. 

14 It was in vain that the unhappy mlln cried out, .. I am 
a Roman citizen; I have served under Lucius Pretius, who 
is now at Panonnus, and will aUtest my innocence." The 
blood-thirsty prretor, deaf to all he could urge in his o~n cle
fllllce, ordered the infamous punishment to be inflicted. 

15 Thus, fathers, was an innocent Roman citizen publicI,. 
mangled with scourging; whilst the only words he littered, 
amidst his cruel sufferings, were, Ii I am a Roman citizen !" 
With these he hoped to defend hlmsel f from violence and in
famy. But of so little service was this privilege to him, that 
while he was thus asserting his citizenship, the order was 
gi~en for his execution-for his execution upon the cross! 

i6 0 liberty !-O sound once delightful to every Roman 
ear !-O sacred privilege of Roman citizenship !-once 
sacred !-now trampled upon !-But wllat then 1 Is it come 
to this 1 Shall an inferior magistrate, a governor, who holds 
bis whole power of the Roman people, in a Roman province, 
within sight of Italy, bind, scourge. torture with fire and 
red-hot plates of iron, alld at last put to the illramous death 
of the cross, a Roman citizen 1 

17 Shall neither the cries of innocence expiring in agony, 
nor the tears of pitying spectatO\'~, nor the m:ljesty of the 
Roman commonwealth, nor the fear of the justice of his 
country, restrain the licentious and wanton cruelty ofa mon
ster, who, in confidence of his riches. strikes at the root of 
liberty, and sets mankind at defiance! 
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18 I conclude with expressing my hopes, that your wis
dom and justice, fathers, will not, hy sufferillg the atrocious 
and unexampled insolence of Caiu,; Verrcs tn escape due 
punishment, leave room to apprehend the danger of a total 
subversion of authority, and the illtroduction of general 
anarchy and confusion, CICERO'S ORATIONS. 

SEC'nON II. 
Speech of :\ DHERBAL to the Roman Senate, imploring th.ir 

protection uguillst ! UGURTlIA. 

FATHERS! 

IT is known to yOII, that ldng l\Iicips", my father, on Jill 
death-bed, left ill charge to J ugurtha, his adopted son, COD
jUDctly with my unfortunate brother lliempsal and myself, 
the children of his own body, the ac1.ninistration of the king
dom of Numidia, directing us to consider the senate and pf'.o
pIe of Rome as proprietor~ of it. He; ('harged \15 to use 
our best endeavours to be serviceable to the Roman com
monwealth; assuring us, thaI your protection would prove 
a defence 'against all enemies; alld \\ould be instead of ar
mies, fortifications, and treasures. 

2 While my brother and I were thinking of nothing but how 
to re:;ulate ourselres according to t:le directions of our de
ceased father-.l ugurtha-the most infamous of mankind!
breaking through all ties of gratitude and of common hu
manity, and trampling on the authority of the Roman COIll
monwealth, procured the murder of lIly unfortunate brother; 
<incl has dril'en me from Illy throne and native country, though 
he know, I inherit, from my grandfather l\Iassillissa, and Illy 
father Micipsa, the friendship and alliance of the Romans. 

S For a prince to be reduced, hv viII ally, to my distress
ful circumstances, is cJlamity cnon~:l ; bnt my misfortllne~ ~r~ 
heightened by the consideration-that I find myself obli.::ed 
10 solicit your assistance, father>, for the senices done j au 
by my ancestors, not for any J h:J\'e been :l ble to render YOII 

in my own person. J ugurtha has I'llt it "lit of my power to 
op.serve any thing at your hands; and bas forced me to be 
burdensome, before I could be usefnJ to )'on . 

.J. And yet. if I had no plea, bllt my undt"cHed mi'erv
"once powerful prince, the de<;celldant of d race of illllst!'iou~ 
monarchs, now,' without any fa'llt of lli'.' (j'V:l, clestitute of 
eV,erv sll~port, and rerluced' to th,' neces~ity of begging fo
relgll aSSIstance, against an enen') who h>l.s seized my throne 
ami my kingdom-if my unequalled distress were all I had 
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to plead-It 1V0uld become the grclltness of the Roman com
monwealth, to pl'Olect the injured, and to check Ille triumph 
of daring wickedness over helpless inl1occllce. 

!i But. to Jlrovol,e your re~cntment to the utmost. Jllgur
tha has driven me frolll the very dominiuJls \\ ilich thl! se
nate and people of Rome gave to my ancestors; and flom 
which my granJfather. and my father, under yuur umbrage. 
expelled Syphax and the C.lrthagenians. Thus, fathers, 
your kindness to our family is defeated; Ilnd J u::;lII'tha, ill 
injuring me, throws contempt upon you. 

,6 0 wretched I': ince! 0 cruel reverse of fortune! Oh 
father Micipsa! h this the conserluencc of thy generosity; 
that he whom thy goodness rdised to all equality with thy own 
children, should ue the murderer of thy children 7 Must, 
then, the royal house of Numidia alway> be a scelll: of ba\'oc 
aud blood? 

7 \Vhile Carthage remained, lVe 6ulfered, as \\'a~ to be 
expected, all sorts of hardships frulU their hostile attacks; 
our enemy near; our only pu II erful ally, the Ruman com, 
monwealth, at a rlistance. 'Vhenlhat scuurgc of I\' fl'icn was 
no more, we congratulated uur,elves on the pruspect of es-
lablished peace. BUI, instead uf peace, h'chulrl the l,ing
dom of Numidia drenched with \u)':.1 bluou! arll] the ollly 
surviving son of its late king. fiyill6 from an adupted lIlur
derer. and seeking that safety in fureign parts, which be 
cannot command in his own kingdom. 

8 Whither-Oh! whither shall I fly? If I return to the 
royal palace of my anceslOrs, my father's throne is seized 
by the murderer of my brother. What can I there expect, 
but that J ugurtha should hasten to imbrue, in my blood, those 
hands which are now recking with my urothers's? If I were 
to fiy for refuge, or for assistance to (lny other COllr!, flOm 
what prince can I hope for protection, if the Rumltn com
monwealth give me up? From my own family or ft-iellds 
I have no expectations. 

9 My royal father is no more. lie is beyond the reach 
of violence, and out of hearing of the complaints of his un
happy son. Were my brother alive, our lIIutual sympathy 
would be some alleviation. But IIC is hurrie'] "utol' life, in 
his early youth, by the very hand \\ !aiel! should havl' been 
the last to injure any of the \'Oynl f<lHlily of I':urnidia. 

10 The bloody Jugurtha h,I'; butchcrcd all wholll he f,U~
pected to he in Illy inll:rcst. t'vllW h;I\c been destruyed by 
the lingcring torment of thc cross. Others have beel! givel~ 
a prey to wild be!lsts; and tbcir angubh IIn1e the sport <.If 
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men morc cruel than wild beast!. If there be flny yet alive, 
they are shut up in dungeons, there to drag out a life more 
i ntu)erahle than death itself. 

11 Look down, illustrious senators of Rome! from that 
height of power to whieh you are raiswd, on the unexampled 
t1istl'esses of a prince, who is, by the cruelty of a wicked ill
truder, becollle an outcast from all mankind. Let not the 
crafty insinuations of him who returns murder for adoption, 
prejudice yom judgment. Do not listen to the wretch who 
has butohered the SOll and relations of a king, who gave him 
power to sil on the sallie throne with his olVn sons. 

1'2 I have b'ce,] informed that he labours by his emissaries 
to prevent Jour determining any thing against him in his 8b
~ence; pretending that I magnify my distress, and might, 
for him, have staid in peace in my uwn llingdom. But, if 
ever the time comes, \,hen the dlle vengeance from above 
shall overtake him, he will then dissemble as I do. Then 
he who, now hardened in ITickedness, triumphs over those 
whom his violence has laid low, will, in his turn, feel dis
tress, and suffer for his impious ingratitude to my father, 
and his hlood-thirsty cruelty to my brother. 

1 J Oh murdered, butchered brotller! Oh,dearest to my 
heart-llow' gone for ever from my sight !-but why should 
I lament his death 1 He is, indeed. dt'prived of the blessed 
light of heaven, of life, and kingdom, at once, by the Yery 
person who ou;;ht to have been the first to hazard his own 
life, in defence of anyone of l\iicipsa's family. But, a. 
thin~s are, my brother is not so much deprived of these com
forts, as delivered from terror, from flight, from exile, and 
the endless train of Miseries which render life to me a burden. 

14 lIe lies full low, gored with wounds,. and festering in 
his own blood. But he lies in peace. He feels none of 
the miseries which rend my soul with agony and distraction. 
while I am set up a spectacle to nll mankilld, o. the uncer
tainty of human affairs. So far from having it in my power 
to punish his murderer, I am not master of the means of se
curing my olVn life. So far from being in a condition to de
fend my kingdom from the violence of the usurper, I am ob
liged to apply for foreign protection for my own person. 

I!J Fathers! Senators of Rome! the arbiters of nations! 
to you I fly for refuge from the murderous fury of Jugur
tha. By your affection for )'OUI' children; by YO'l[ love for 
your country; by your own virtues; by the majesty of the 
Roman commonwealth; by all that is sacred, and all that is 
-dear to you-deliver a wretched prinee from undeserved, 
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unprovoked injury; and save the kingdom of Numidia, 
whip,h IS your own property, from being the prey of violence, 
uSllrpa tion, and :cruelty. b,\ LL IlS'l'. 

SECTION III. 

The ApOSTLE PAUL'S defence before FES'l'US and AGRIPPA. 

AGRIPPA said unto Paul, thou art permitted 10 speak fUI 

thyself. Then Paul stretched forth his hand, and answered 
for himself. I think myself happy, lting Agrippa, because 
I shall answer for myself this day before thee, concerninc; 
all the Ihings whereof I am accused by the ~ 0WS; especially, 
as I know thee to be expert in all customs and question'i 
which are among the Jews. Wherefore I beseech thee t" 
hear me patiently. 

'! My manner of life from my YOllth, which was at the 
first alllong my own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews, 
who knew me from the beginning, (if they would testify,) 
that after the straitest sect of our religion, I lived a Pharisee. 
And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise 
made by God to our fathers; to which promise our twelve 
tribes. continually serving God day and night, hope to 
come; and, for this hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am ac
cused by the Jews. 

S Why should it be thought a thing incredible with YOII, 
that God shollid raise the dead? I verily thought with my
self, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesu~ of Nazareth; and this I did in Jerusalem. Many of 
the saints I ihut up in prison, hnving receivcd authority frolll 
the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave 
my voice against them. :\nd I often punished them in every 
synago;;ue. and compelled tbem to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto 
strange cities. 

4 But as I went to Damascus, with authority and com
mission from the chief prifists, at mid-d:l)" 0 king! I "\11 

in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the 
sun shining round about" me, and them who journeyed with 
me. Ane! when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a 
voice speaking to me and saying, in the Hebrew tongue, 
Salll, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard for thea 
to kick against the pricks. And I said, who art thOll, 
Lord 1 And he replied, I am .Jeslls whom thou persecutest. 

5 But rise, and st,lnd upon thy feet: for I have appeared 
to thee for tbis purpose, to make thee a minister, and a wit-
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nc~s both of Ihese thing~ whleh tholl hast Fecn, om' of those 
things in which I willarpcar to thee; dcliverin!!; thee from 
the Ileople, an!1 from th~ nenti\Cs, to whom I now send 
thee, to open th~ir PVC'<, :-llld In 111m thf'm from darkness to 
light, all<l frolll thc power of Salan to God; that thpy may 
receive forgiveness of sins, an!1 inheritance amongst them 
who are san!·tified by faith that is in me. 

6 Wherellpon,O king Agrippa ! I was not disobedient to 
the heavenly vision; but showed first to them of Damascus, 
'md at Jerusalem. and throngh all the coasts of Judea, and 
Ihen to the Gentiles, th:lt they should repent, and turn to 
God. and do w"rks meet for repentant;:e. For these causes, 
the Jews callght lIle in the temple, and went abollt to kill' 
me. Having, however. obtained help from God, I con
tinue til this day. "'itnessing both to small antI great, saying 
no other things than those which the prophets and 1\105e9 
tieclared shoul,1 come: that Christ should suffer; that he 
would be th,~ first who should rise from the tiead; and that 
he wonld show light to the peopl", and to the Gentiles. 

7 And as he thns spoke, for himself, Fest1JS said, with a 
lond voice, .. raul, thou art heside thyself; much learning 
hath made thee m:l'l." 1:lIt he replied, I am not mad, 
Inost nohle Festus; bllt speak the words of truth and sober
ness. For the king: knoweth the~e things, before whom I 
also speak freely. I am persuaded that none of these thing~ 
are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a cor
ner. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets 7 I know 
that thou believe st. Then Agrippa said to l)aul, .. Almost 
thOll persuarlest me to be a Christian," And P"'lIl replied, 
" I wo,lld to God, that not only thOll, bllt also all that hear 
me this clay, were both almost, and altogether, such as I am, 
except these hond,." AC'l'S XXVI. 

SECTION IV. 
Lonn MA:'ISFIEJ.n's Speech in the House of PeeTS, 1770, on 

the Bill for pret'enting the delays of Justice, by claiming 
the Privilege of PaTliam.ent. 

MY LonDS, 

WHEN I consider the importaneo of this bill to your lord
ships, I am not surprised it has taken lip so much of your 
con~ideration. It is a hill, indeed, of no common magni
tude; it is no less than to take away from two thirds of the 
~!'gislative body of this great kingdom, certain privileges and 
Immunities of which they haveb~en long possessed. Per-
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haps there is no situation th~ human Imlld. c~n be plac~d in, 
that is so difficult and so trymg, as when It IS made a Judge 
in its own cause. 

£ There is something implanted in the breast of man so 
attached to self, so tenacious of privileges once obtained, 
that in such a sitlHtion, either to discllss wi.th impartiality, 
or decide with justice, has ever becn held the summit of a\l 
bum an virtue. The bill now in question puts your lord
ships in this very predicament; and I have no doubt the wis
dom of your decision will convince the world, that ,,-here 
self-interest and justice, are in opposite sC<lles, the latter 
will ever preponderate with your lordships. 

5 rriveleges have been granted to leg:dators in all ages, 
and in all countries. The practice is founded in \I isdoll1 ; 
and, indeed, it is peculiarly essential to the constitution of 
this country, that the lIIembers of both hOllses should be free 
in their persons, iil Cdse~ of civil suits: for there may come 
a time when the s.lfety and welfare of this whole empire
m·1Y depend upon their attendanec in p.uli~ment. J am far 
from advising any measure that would in future endanger the 
state: but the bill before your lordships has, I am confident, 
no such tendency; for it expressly secures the persons of 
members of either house in all civil suits. 

4 This being the case, I confess, when I see many noble 
lords, for whose jUflgment I have a very great respect, stand
ing up to oppose a bill which is calculated merely to facili
t;lte thc recerery of just and legal debts, I am astonished 
and antazed. . 

They, I doubt not, oppose the bill lipan public principles: 
I would not wish to illsinuate that private interest had the 
least weight in their determination. 

5 The bill has been frequently proposed, and as frequent
Iv has miscarried: but it was allla\'s lost in the lower Iiouse. 
Little did I think, "hen il had passed the Commons, that it 
possibly could have met with such opposition here. _ Shall it 
be said, that you, my lords, the grand council of the nation, 
the higllest judicidl and legislative body of the realm, en
deavour to evade, by privilege, those very Jaws which you 
enforce on your fellow-subjects? Forbid it justice! I am 
~ure, were the noble lords as well acquainted as I am, with 
but half the difficulties and delays occasioned in the courts 
Ilf justjce, under pretence of privilege, they would not, nay, 
.hev could not. onnnse this bill. -
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" I howe waited with patience to hear wbat <lrgulllenti 
;y,ig,llt !Je urged agaimt the !Jill; but 1 have \\aited ill vain; 
d,,-, truth is, there is no arglllllcnt that c~ln weigh Ag~lilJ"t it. 
The jU3tice-and expediency of the Lill arc ,u[':' 0> render it 
,olf-evident, It is a proposition of that Hatllle, \\ hich call 
neither be weaken ell by argument, nor eut<111gleJ with sIlph
i$try. !\Tuch, indeed, has been said by $Ollle noble lorLls, 
'J! I the wisdom of om ancestors, and how differelltly they 
thought from liS. They not only decreed, that privileE:l' 
should prevent all civil snits frolll prue,,,_,diIi6 during the -it
'ilt~ of parliament, but likewise gralll~d protection to the 
very serv,mts of members. 1 shall say nothing 011 the wis
,10m of our ancestors; it mi:,;ht pelhap~ appear im iLlious, 
: hi\t is not necessary ill the present case. 

I I shall o}lly say, that the noille I.m!s who /latter tllel11-
selves Wilh the weight of thai reflection, should rememoer, 
that as circumstances alter, thin~s then"elvf'~ should alter. 
FOrlnerl\,. it was not so fashionable Fither (or m;l~ter'. or ser
vants. t,)- run in debt. as it i., at present. Forlllerly," e were 
J!"t that great commercial nation \\'e are at present; nor for
merly were merchants and manufactun:r< lIIernhers or par
liament as at present. The (,I,e i~ nolV n'ry ditrercnt; both 
merchants and manllfactllrers are. with ·great propriety, 
elected melllbers of the lo\\-er hOl1se, 

{; Commerce having thus got into the legishtive lJOlly of 
the kingdom,' privilege IlIUst be done· a" ay. 'Ve all know 
t~lat the \'ery soul anti f'ssence of trade are reglll<tr pay
mellts; and sad experience tcaches IlS, tbat there ale Ilwn, 
who will not make their re((lIbr p"lp:lIellfS, without tl.e com
pulsive powerof the law: The law, then, onght to be eqnally 
open to all. AllY exemption to particular llH"Il, or parli
CiliaI' ranks of men, i" ill a free and cOlIlmercial lOlllllr',', ;t 

solecism of the grossest nature. . 

II RlIt I shrtll not trouble your IlI,·Jships \';ith argllments 
f.H that which i'i sufficiently e\ ident without ally. f shall 
onli say a few \\·ords to some noble lords, who foresee mllcia 
incollvenience, from the persons uftilcil' s,'lI'ants being liable 
to be ;ureste(l. One noble lord observes. th;tt the coachman 
of a peer m;JY be arrested. while he is (II i\'ing his master to 
the House, and that. conseqnently. he will not be able to 
attend to hi5 duty in parliament. If this were actu~lly to 
happen, there are so many methods by which the IOPlI\ber 
mi~ht ~till get to the House, that I can hardly think tbe 
uobla lord i3 ip.l'ioll' ill hi' O')j""'liClU_ 
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}O ,'nother noLle peer sai'l, that, by this l.iI\, one llIigLt 
lose his most "alliable and honest servants. 'I'his I hold to 
be Il contradiction in terllls: for he can neither be a valua
hIe servant, nor an honest man, \\'ho gets into deht 1\ hich he 
is neitber ahlp nor , .. illing to p;l,Y, till compelled Ly the 1<11\'. 
Ifrn)' servant, hy unforesf'en accidents, has got into d~iJt, alld 
I still wislJ 1.0 retdin him, I certainly wonld pay tbe demand. 
Hut upon no principle of liberal legislation" batel'er, ,:.111 
Illy 6ervant have a title to set his creditors at defiance," hile, 
for forty shillings only, the honest tradesman may be 101'1'1 

from his f.lmily, and locl{er! IIp ill a gaol. It is mOllsIIU11 .• 
injustice! I flatter 111) self, huwever, the determination of 
this day will entirely put an end to all these partial proceed
ings for the future, hy pas~ing illto a law the Lill now undel 
your lordships' consideration. 

11 I now come to speak upon what, indeed, I would ha\'e 
gladly avoiclell, had I not Leen particularly pointed at, for the 
part I have. t.lken in this bill. It has been s~id, hy a noble 
lord on my left hand, that I Iillewise am running the race of 
popularity. If the noble lord means by popularity, tliat ap
plause Ll!stowed by after ages on good alit! virtnous acti')IJ<, 
I have long been stf111,;gling in that race: to \\ hat purpo,c, 
all-trying time can alone determine. 

1~ But if the noble 10rrlmeHns that mll~hroolll popularity, 
which is raised withont merit, and lost \Ylthollt 11 crime, he i, 
much mistaken in his opinion. I defy the noLle lorn to l",illt 
out a single action of m)' life, in which the popularity oi tl!e 
times ever han the smallest ill(1nence on Ill\' determinlltiolls. 
I thank God I have a lJIore perm~lJent and ~teady rule kr 
Illy conduct-the dictates of Illy own breast. 

13 Those who have foregone that plea~ing ;till i,rr, and 
given up their mind to be' the ~la\ e of e\er)' popular illlpub,', 
I sillcerely pity: I pit)" them still more, if their vanity lea.~s 
them to mista Ilf' the ,hollts of- a mob for the trumpet of Cam ... 
Experience might inform thrm, thilt many. I\ho have been 
saInted \\ ith the huzzas of a CI'O\\ d one day, hn\'e recei\ eu 
their extrrations theJlext: and many, who', by the pupulal'
it)' of their times, h;ne been held lip as spotless patriot~. 
1i'1\,", nevertheless, appeared Ilpon the historian's l'a~E', wben 
truth has triumphed o\'er delu~ioll, the assassins 0(" liLerty. 

1; Wby then the noble lord can think I am <1mbitiollS I.f 
pre~ellt popt..larity, that echo of folly, and sh<ldo,," of renown, 
J a rn at a loss to determine. Besides, I do not know that 
tlw hill now before ".yotir lorbships will be papillar: it ,J,,-
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pOl'lliar to compel peoille to pay their debts; ~nd, in Ih~l 
case, the present must be a very unpopular bill. 

15 It may not be popular either to lake aw;}y ;Jny of the 
privileges of poulialnent; for I very well remcmber, and lila. 
ny of your lordships m;Jy remember, th~t, not long ago, the 
popular cry was for the extemion of privilege; and so far did 
rltey carry it at that lime, that it was s~id, the privilege pTa' 
teeted members even ill criminal actions; n"v, such was the 
power of popular prejlldices over weak mind~, that Ihe very 
decisions of some of the courts were tinclmed lIilh that dol'
rrine. It W;]s undoubtedly an abomillable doctrine. Ilhought 
';0 rhen, ;}nd J think so slill : but, nevertheless, it was a po
pular doctrine, ;Jnd came immediately from those IIho dre 
r..dled the friends of liberty; how desenedl)" time will sholl'. 

16 True liberty, in my opinion, can only exist when jus
tice is eqllally administered to all; to the king and to the beg-
12;ar. Where is the justice then, or where is the law, that 
Vl"otects a member of parliament, more than any other man, 
from the punishment due to bis crimes? The laws of this 
rOllntry allow of no place, nor any empioymcnt, to be a 
o;anctuary for crimes; and where I have the honour to sit as 
judge, neither royal favour, nor popular applause, shall pro· 
teet the guilty. 

1 i I have now only to beg pardon for h;ning empJoyeu so 
Ill'leh of your lordships' time; and I am sorry a bill, fraught 
with so many good consequences, has not met with an abler 
ad "ocate; but I douht not your lordships' determination will 
r'ulwince the world, that a bill, calculated to contribute so 
much to the equal distribution of ju,tice as the present, re
'1l1ired Ilith your lordships but very little support. 

SECTION v. 
An Address to Youllg PtTSOllS. 

INTEND, in this address, to show you the importam:e of 
beginning early to give seriolls attention to your conllucl. As 
soon as you are capable of reflection, YOll must perceive that 
there is a right and a wrong ill human actions. You see, that 
those who are born with the same auvantagps of fortnne, are 
not all equally prosperolls in the course of lire. While some 
of them, iJy wise and steady cond'let, attain distinction in the 
world, and pass their days with comfort ~nd honour; others, of 
tbe same rank, by mean and viciolls behaviuur, forfeit the all· 
vanlages of their birth; invoh'e themselves in milch misery; 
and end in being a di'grace to their friends, ~nd a burden on 
society. 
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;: Early, then, may you learn, that it is Ilot Oil the external 
condition in which you find yoursel\'es placed, but on the part 
which you are to act, that your welfare or unhappiness, your 
honour and infamy, depends. Now ·when begillning to act that 
part, what can be of greater moment than to regulate your 
plan of conduct with the 11I0st sel'iolls attention before you 
have yet committed any fatal or irretrievable errors? 

3 H, instead of exerting reflection forth is valuable jJurpose, 
YOIl.delivet·yourse}"es up, at so critical a time, to sloth and 
Vleasures.; if you refuse, to listen to any cOllnsellor but hlJ
mOUT, or to attend to any pursuit except that of amusement; 
if you allQw yourself to Iloat loose <lnd careless on the tide 
of life •. ready to receive any directions which the current of 
fashion may chance to give you; what can you expect to fo1-
101\ fl'om such beginnings 1 . 

1- \Vhile so many around you nre undergoing the 8M con
sequences of a like indiscretion, for what reason shall not tho~e 
cOllseq~lem:es extend to you? Shall you attain Slll..CeSS with
ont that preparation, and escape dangers without the precau
tion which are req~ired of.pthers-? Shall happiness grow III) 

to you, of. its own accord, and solicit your acceptance, when, 
tu the rest of Ill'lilkillll,it is the fruit of long cultivatio:1, al1c\ 
the acquisition of labour and care? 

j Deceive notyo.urselves with those arrogant hopes.-\Vhat
ever pe your rank. Providence will not, for your sake, reverse 
its esta\'}lished order. The Author of your beinglJath enjoill
ed YOll to" take heed to your ways; to pOllderthepaths of yonr 
feet; to remember yom Creator in the days of your youth." 

6 He hath decreed. that they only" who seek after wisdom, 
shall find it; that fools shall be afflicted, beeallse of thlir 
!ransgre~sions; and that whoever re(useth instruction, shall 
destroy his own soul." By listening to these admonitions, and 
tempering the vivacity of yo 11th with a ptoper mixture of seri-
0115 thought, you may ensure cheerfulness for the rest of life; 
I III by delivering. yourself up at present to gitldine.s an,} 
levity you lay the foundation of lasting heavin~~s of heart. 

7 When Y.OIl, look forward to those plans of I,ife, which 
either your ¢~rcumstances have suggested or your friends ha \ e 
prop,osed, you will not hesitate to acknowledge, that in orliN 
to pursue them wit~h advantage, some previol1s discipline is tt
quisite. Be assured, that whatever is to be your profession, 
no education is more necessary to j'our success, than the ac
quirement of virtuous dispositions and habits. This is the 
universal prepa\".ation for every character, and every statiuI1 
in life. 

K-
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8 Bad as the wor1el is. respect is always paid to virtuI'. In 
the usual course of human ~airs, it will be fOutHI, th"t a "lain 
understanding, joined willi acknowleelged worth, contribllte~ 
more to prosperity. than the brightest parts withont probity or 
honour. \Vhether science or bl1";'less, or public life, be your 
aim, virtue still enters for a principal sharp, into all those 
great departlrents of society. It is connected II ith eminence 
in every liberal art; with repntation, in every branch of fair 
and lIseful business; with distinction, in every public station. 

G The \'igollr I;'hich it gives the mind, and the weight 
which it adds to character, the generalis sentiments which it 
breathes; the unclflunted spirit which it inspires; the ardourof 
diligence which it qllickens; the freedolll which it procures 
from pernicious and dishonourahle avocations; are the foun
uations or all that is highly hononrable, or greatly success
r.d among men. 

10 "'hatever ornament.lI or enga~ing en(lowments rou now 
possess, virtue is a necessary requi~ite, in order to their shin
ing with proper lnstre. Feeble <Ire the attractions of the fair
est form, if it be suspected that nothing within corresponds tn 
the pl'easing appeal'ance without. Short are the triumphs of 
wit, when it is supposed to he the I'ehide of malic~. 

11 By whatel'er mealls you may at first attract the :ltten
lion, you can hold the e~teem, and secure the hearts of other;;. 
only hy ami'lble dispositions, anci the accomplishmeuts of the 
mind. Thesp. are the qualities whose influence will last, when 
the lustre of all that once sparlded and Jazzled has passed 
away. 

1~ Let not then the season of youth be b~rren of improve
ments, so essential to your future r .. licity and honour. 1\:0,," 

is the sced-time of life; and according to II what YOII sow. 
you shall reap." Yom character is now, ],lIluer Divine A~
,istance, of your own forming; your fats is in some measure, 
put into your own hand,. ' 

13 Your nature is as yet pliant :lnu soft. Habits have not 
establi,hcLl their dominiun. Prejudices have not pre-occupiell 
your understanding. The world has not had time to contract 
and dehase your atfections. All your powels are more vigo
roil~,·di~embarrassed. and free than they will be at any future 
period. 

l~ ,"Vhatel"er impulse YOIl now give to your desires and 
passlOm, the direction is likely to continue. It,~ ill form-the 
~hannel in. wh~ch your life is to run; nay, it mOlY determine 
Its el'erlastll1g.ls~'le. C?llsider then the employment of this 
Important penod as the IJlghest trun which shall eHr be com-
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rnitted to you; as in a g:reat measure, decbive of your happi
ness, in time, and in eternity. 

15 As in the succession of the seasons, each by the invari
able laws of nature, affects the prorluctions of what is next in 
course; so, in human life, every period of our age, according 
a~ it is well or ill spent, influences the happiness of that \\ hich 
is to follow. V irtuolls youth gradually brings forward ac
complished and flourishing manhood; and sllch manhoorl. 
passes ofitself, without uneasiness, into respectabl~ and trMI
quil old age. 

16 Bill when nature is turned Ol1t ofit~ re:!lJbr cOllr~('. !li~
order takes place in the lIIoral, just as in the ~'eg:f!t;lhle I.nrld. 
If the spring put forth no blossoms, in summer there \\ ill be 
no beauty, ancl in aut1\l\111, no fruit: so, if youth be trifled 
away withollt improlelllPllt, m~nhoorl will probalJly Lel'on
t~mptible, and old age miserable. If the beginnings of life 
have been" vanity" 'its latter end can scarcely be any other 
than" vexation of ~pirit." 

17 r sha!1 finish this aGclress, II ith calling your attenlioJl to 
Ihat dependance 011 the blessing ofHeave!1. which amidst all 
yom endeavours after improvement, you ought continually to 
pre"'lvl'. It is too common with the young. even when they 
resolve to treaLl the path of vi rille '1nd honour, to ~(\ out with 
presumptuolls conildence in them~th es. 

t8 Trusting to their own abilities for carrying them ~llcces~
fully throngh life, they are careless of :lpplying to Gorl, or of 
deriving any a'~i'tance fl'f'r.l wh~t they are a:'t In reckon th!' 
gloomy di,cipline ofreli~iC)n.' Alas! how li111edothey kno" 
the dangers which await them 1 Neither human wisdon" lIor 
1l1l0lan virtue, unsupported by religion, is erJItal to the trying 
!ituatiom which often occm in life. 

19 By the shock of temptal ion, hOI': frrqllently h:l It' the 
most I irlllOUS intentions been overlhrown! L'nder the [HI ,

!lire of" disaster, how often has thp gre'ltest constancy Slink 1 
.. Every good, and every perr,'d ;!ift, i~ from abO\'e." 'Vis
rlom and virtue, as \Veil ae, "riches and honour, come from 
God_" Destitnte of his favour, VOIl are in no better sitnation, 
with all your boasted abilities, than orphans left to wander in 
a trackless desert, without nnyguide to conduct them, or any 
shelter to cover them from the gathering storm. 

~o Correct, tben, this ill-founded arroganee. Expe~~ not, 
that your happiness can be independent of Him who made" 
you. By faith and repentance, apply to the Redeemer of 
the world. By piety and prayer leek tbe protec:tiQn of the 
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02.1 I conclude with the ~olenJll wo,l1s, in which a great 
prince delivered his dying ch,uoge to his son; words, which 
e;oery young persoll ought to consider asaddr.essed to himseJ f,
and to engra;oe deeply on his heart: "Solomon my son, know 
thou the God of thy fathers; and serve hinl with a. perfect 
heart, and with a willing mind. For theLord $ilarche~b all 
hearts,anu nnderstandeth:lll the illlaginationsofthelhoughtjl. 
lftholl seek him, he will be fonnd of thee ; but iftholl forsake 
him, he will cast thee oli" forever." . I!LAlIl. 

CII.'\PTER IX. 
PROMISCUOUS PIECES. -SECTION 1. 

Earthquake at Calabria, in tlte year 1658. 

A.:-; account of this dreadful e;lrthquake, is. given Ly tlill 
celebrated father Kircher. It happened whilst he was 00 hi~ 
journey to visit mount .. Etna. and the re;t of the wonders that 
lie toward the SOllth of Italy. Kircher is considered, l,y 
~cholars. as one of the greatest prodigies of learning.
.. [Living hired a boat, in company with four more. (two 
friars of the order of St. Francis, and two seculars,) Wfl 

/.1I111ched from the harbour of Messina, in SiQily ; and arrived 
the same day, at the promontory of Pelorus. Our dCSli
Bation was for the city of Euphcemi~, in Calabria, II here 
,';t> had some business to, transaCI, and where we uesigmu 
to larry for some time. 

:.: " However, Providence seemed \; illing to cross our cle
~ign; fOl" we were obliged to continue three days at Pelorll~, 
Oil 1ccount of the weather; and though we often put out 10 

~ea, yet were as often driven hack. At length, wearied wilh 
the delay, we resolved to prosecute our voy~ge; and althongh 
the sea seemed more than usually agitated, we ventured for-
ward. . 

:: "The gulfof Charybdis, wllich we approach cd, se€\mell 
whirled round in such a manner, al; to form a vast hollow, 
vet§oing to a point in the centre. Proceeding onward,. and 

.rmng my eyes to £tna, I saw it cast forth large volumes ()f 
o~moke, of mountainous sizes, which entirely-. cOl'ered, the 
Island, ando Uotted out the very shores from my. view. Xhi!!, 
together Inth the dreadful noise; and the sulphurous stench. 
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I't hich was strongly perct!iH'd, filled me with apprehension~, 
that some more dreadful calamity w~s impending. 

4, .. The sea itself seemed to wear a very ullusual appear
all('e; they who have seen a lake in a violent shower of rain, 
covered all over with bllullles, "ill conceive some idea of its 
agitation~. :'II)' surprise was still increased, by the calmnes~ 
and serenity of the weather; not a breeze, 1I0t a cloud, \\ hich 
might he supposed to put all nature thlls into motion. I 
thercfore warned Illy companions, that an earthquake was 
approaching; and, after some time, making fur the shore witb 
dll possible diligcnce, we landed at Troprea, happy ancl 
thankful for having escaped the threatening dangers of the 
sea. 

:'I " Bllt our tl iumphs at land were of short duration; 'or 
we had scarcely arrived at the Jesuits' College, in that city. 
when om ears were stunned with a horrid sound, resembling 
that of an infinite number of chariots, driven fiercely forward. 
the wheels rattling, and the thongs cracldng. Soon after this 
a most dreadful earthquake ensued; the whole tract upon 
which we stood seemed to \ ibrate, as if we were in the scale 
or a balance that continued wavering. This motion how
ever, soon gre'''' more violent; and being no longer able to 
keep my legs, I was thrown prostrate upon the ground. In 
the mean time, the universal ruin round me redoubled my 
amazement. 

G" The crash of falling houses, the tottering of towers, and 
the grc>ans of the dying, all contributed to raise my terror 
and despair. On every side of me, I saw nothing but a scene 
of ruin; and danger threatening where'ver I should fly. I 
recommended myself to God, as my last great refuge. 

7 "At that hour, 0 how vain was every sublunary hap
piness! \','ealth, honour, empire, wisdom, all mere useles3 
sounds, and as empty as the bubbles of the deep! Just stand
ing on the threshold of eternity, nothing but God was my 
pleasure; and the nearer I approachf:d, I only loved him the 
more. 

& .. A fter some time, however, finding that I remained un
hurt, amidst the oeneral eoncussion, J resolved to venture Cor 
s<lfety; and rnn;ing as fa~t as I eould, I reached the shore, 
hilt almost terrified O\lt of my reasol1. I did not search long 
here, till I found the boat in which I had landed, anel,my 
conlp~lIjons al~o whose terrors were even greater t!lan l~lIne •. 
OIH meetin a was not of that kind, where everyone IS deslroulli. 
of tf'lIing his own happy escape; it was "II silenee, and a 
gloomy dread of i.Tlpending terrors, 
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9 .. Leaving thi5 seat of desolation, we pWbeclIted our voy
age along the coast: an'd the next day came to Rochelta, 
where we landed, although the earth still ('ominued in violellt 
agitations. Rut we hild scarcely arrived at ourinn, whrcn lVe 
were OJlce more ohliged to return to the boat; and, in "hollt 
half an hr,llr, we saw the greater part of the tOIlIl, anll lilt' 
inn at which we had put up, dashf>d to the grollntl,and bur.l
ing the inhauitants beneath the ruins. 

io .. JIl this manner. proceeding onward in our little \/"
~el, finding no safety at land, and yet, from· the sm;]lIl1es~ of 
our boat, having but a very dangerous continua lice 'It ~ell. WII 

at length landed at Lopiziulll, a castle midway between '1'ro
paJa alld Euphremia, the city to which, as I said before, we 
were bound. Here. wherever I turned m:y eyes, nothing 
hilt !cenes of ruin and horror appeared; towns and castles 
levelled to the ground; ~tromboli, though at sixty miles dis
tance, belching forth thmes in an unusual manner, and with 
a noise which I could distinctly hear. 

11 .. But my attention was quiekly turned from more re
mote to contiguous dangel·. The rumbling sound of an ap
proaching earthqllake, which n e by this time were grown 
acquainted with, alarmed us for the cOllsequences; it every 
fIloment seemed to grow louder, and to appmach nearer. 
The place on which we stood now began to shake most dread
fully; so that being unable to stand, my companions and I 
caught hold of whatever shrub grew next to us, and SIlP

ported ourselves in that manner. 
l:e "After some timc, this violent paroxysm ceasing. we 

~aia stood up, in order to prosecllte our voyage to Euphm
llIia. which lay within sight. In the mean time, while we 
were prt'paring for this purpose, I turned my p)'eg toward, 
the city. but could St'€ only a frightful dark cloud, tbat 
~eemed to rest Up01l the place. This the more surprised us, 
as the weather \\'~~ so very serene. 

1:3 ., \V c waiter] therefore, till the cloucl h;1(1 passed away: 
then turning to luok for the city it \Va' totally Slink. \VOII
.Ierrlll to tell! nothillg but 11 rlismal amI plltrid 1.lke was seen 
wher~ it <;too,]. \V,~ looked abollt to find some one that could 
tell liS of ils ',ld cala<;1 foplH', bllt could see no person. A II 
was hecome a mel<1uchul V solitude; a sc!'ne of hideous deso-
latioll. , . 

it "TI.ltIs proceeding JlPI1;ively along, in qllest of SOIllI' 
hUlIlan helllg \\,h .. cOl1hl gil'e II§ a little inrormation, we at 
h'ngth saw a boy sil,ing by the shore, 'llld appearing stllpi
Ileo With tLrr'lr. Of him, therefore, ''''': en'1l1ired C011!;IHn-
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ing the fate of the cit)'; but he couhl not be prnai1ed 011 
to gi ve us an answer. 

" \\' e entreated him, with every expression of tendernes, 
and pit)'. 10 tell liS; but his senses were quite II rapt up ill the 
contemplatiun of the danger he had ".Cll!lCfl. \\' e (.t1'erfol\ 
'him SulllC victuals, hut he seemed to loath the sight. \r f' 
still persisted in our offices of kindness; hut lie only pointel1 
t'l the pbce of the city, like aile out of his senses. and tht'll, 
funning lip in the wowls was neloer heard of lifter. ~licli 
\\':(" the ["Ie of. the city of Euph<emia. ' 

16 .. As \I'C continued our meluuchJly coune along the 
shore, the whole coasl~ for the space of two hllndred mill's. 
presellte~1 nothing ~lIt the'remai11s of citIes; anrllllen :rat
lered, wilbont a habitation, 'm'er the fields. Proceeding thl/. 
along. we at length ended our di~tressflll voyage h) arrivili'; 
at [\japle •. afler having- eseaped :\ thousand d.IJlge!s both at 
sIn and land." G'ILJI5}!I'fIl. 

SECTION II. 

Letter from Pli,l!J to G .. ",i7liu.·. 

Do we WIt sometimes observe a sort of peop\r. ,,1,o, though 
they are themselves IInner the abject oOJllinion of every 
vice. shuw a kind of malicious resentment 3;:aimt the (;r~()r' 
of others, and are lIlost severe lipan those ~;-holll they mo~t 
rl/~emble? yet, surely a lenity of disposition, el'ell ill persOII:; 
who have tbe least occasion for clemency Ihelllselvc~, i~ of 
all virtues tIle mBst becoming. 

2 The hi:;hesl of all characters, in my e,timation, i8 his 
"ho i~ ,as ready to pardon the errors of llIallldnlt, .IS if fill 

were every day f;uilly of SOllIe Iii msel f., an<!. at thp. same 
time, as calHious of commit~ing· a faull, as if he nevt'r for
gave one. It i, a l'lIle, then, which we should, upon all otca
<ioRs, both private and public, most religiously observe: .. t·, 
be inexorable to Ollr own failillgs. while \\e treat lhosa of 
the rest of .. e wodd with tendernes~; not excepting even 
Sflch as forgive none but themselves:' 

:; I shall, perhllps, be ,asked. who it 15 that ha~ gi~en oec.· 
~ion to these retlection~. Know then that a certam persoll 
latelv--but of that when we meet---thou~h. upon second 
thoughts, not even then; lest, whil,t I cond,emn and. expose 
his conduct. I shaH act counter to that maxlln I partl(mllirly 
£I'commend. \Vhoever. therefore, and whate,·er he is, shall 
Ttllllllill jn Jilence~ for tbough thera may oe some Ule, per-
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haps, in setting a mark upon the man, for the sake of ex
ample, there will be more, however, ill sparing him for the 
sake of humanity. Farewell. r" MELMO'l'S'S I'Lll'iY. 

SECTION III. 
Letter Jrom Pliny to Marcellinus on the death oj an amiable 

young Woman. 
I .. RITE lhi~ under the ulmost oppression of sorrow: the 

youngest daughter of my friend Fundalllls, is dead! Never, 
slirely was there a more agreeable, dnd more amhl:le young 
person: or one who beller deserved to have enjoyed a long, 
I had allllost said, an immort.d life! She had all the II isuolII 
of age, and discretion of a matron, joined with youthful 
sweetness ami "irgin modesty. 

'i "'ith what an engaging fondness did she behave to her 
father! lIow killllly and respectfully receive his friends! 
lIow afrectionately treat all those II ho, in their respective 
offices, had the care and education of her! She employeu 
milch of her time in reading, in which she discovered great 
~treugth of judgment :>lIe illdulged herself ill few dil'el siom, 
<lnJ those with much caution, \Vith wllat forue.uallce, Ilith 
what patience, with II hat courage did she endure Iler Lat 
hi ness ! . 

3 She complied wilh all the directions of her physicians: 
she encouraged her si5ter, and her father j and \\ hen all her 
~trength of IJOdy was exhaustQu, supported herself hy I he 
single vigour oC her mind. That, illdeed, continued e.tll 
to her last moments, unbroken hy the pain of a long illness, 
Of the terrors of approaching death j and it is a reflectioll 
which makes the loss of her so milch the more to I,e b
mented. A loss infinitely severe! and more sel'ere by the 
pl\rticu)ar conjuncture in which it happened! 

4 She was contracted to a most worthy youth j the" ed
ding day was fixed, and we were all ilHited. 1101\' sad 1\ 

change, from the highest joy to the deepest SOH OW ! Bow 
~halll express the wound that pierced my ht:art, when I 
heard Fundanus himself, (as grief is ever finding out cir
cumstances to aggravate its afflictions,) ordering the money 
he had designed to layout upon clothes and jewels for hN 
marriage, to be employed in myrrh and spices for her fu-
neral. ~ 

5 .He i: a man of great learning and good sense, who 11111 
apphed himself, from his earliest youth, to the noblest and 
most elevated studies: but all the maxims of fOl'litude which 
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he has received from books, or advanced himself, he nc)'.'
absolutely rejects; and every other virtlle of his heart gives 
place to all a parent's tenderness- \\. e shall excuse, we shall 
even npprove hi, sorrows when we consider what he has lost. 
lie has lost a daughter, \\'ho resembled 111m in his manners, 
as well as his persoll ; and exactly copied out all her father. 

6 If lois friend Marcellinus shall think proper to write to 
him, upon the suhject of so reasonable a grief, Jet me remind 
IlillJ not to use the rougher arguments of consolation, and 
~uch as seem to carry a sort of reproof II ith them j but 
those of hind and sympathizing humanity. 

-; Time will render him more open to the dictates of rea
son, for as a fresh wound slHinks back from the hand of the 
surgeon, but by degrees submits to, and even requires the 
means of its cure; so a mind, under the first impressions of 
a misfortune. shuns and rejects all arguments of consolation; 
but at length, if applied with tenderness, calmly and wil
lingly acquiesces in them. Farewell. 

r.rEL~IOTH'S PLINY. 

SECTION IV_ 
011 Discretion. 

[ ru vr. often thought, if the minds of men were hid open, 
we should see but little difference between that of a wise 
man, and tll"t of a fuol. There are infinite re,-eries, num
herless extravagances, and a succession of vanities, which 
pa~s throu;h both. The great difference is, that the first 
knows how to pick and cull his thoughts for conversation, 
by suppressing some, and communicating others; whereas 
the other lets thema!l indiff,>rently fly out in words. This 
~ort of discretion, howevpr, has no place in private conl'er
~tion between intimate friends. On such occasions. the 
wisest men very often talk like the weakest; for, indeed, 
t:l!king with a friend is nothing else than thinl;illg aloud. 

l Tully has therefore very ju,tly expo~ed a precept. de
li-ereu by some ancient writers, That a man should live 
with his enemy in such a manner, as might leave him room 
to become his friend; and with his friend in sllch a manner, 
that, if he became his enemy. it should not he in his power 
to hurl him. The first part of this rule, which regarrJ~ ollr 
behaviour towards an enemy, is indeed very reasonable, as 
weH as very prudenti~l; but the laltf~r part of it, whieh T"
gard, our behaviour towards a friend, tia\,ours more of CUII-

L 
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ning than of discretion; and wou],] ellt a man off from Il:t~ 
greatest pleasures of life. which are the freedoms of conver
salicn with a bosom friend. Uesides that. when a friend is 
turned into an enemy. the world is just enough 10 accuse the 
perfidiousness of the friend, rather than the inuiscretion of 
the person who connded in him. 

~ Discretion does not only show it~elf in worus, hut in all 
the circumstance, of action; a,ld is like an I1nrler-agent of 
Providence, to guide and direct us in the ordinary concerns 
df liCe. There are many more shinio!; qnalities in the milld 
of man. but there is 1I0ne so tlseful as discretion. It is Ihis. 
indeed, which gives a villlle to all th~ rest; which sets them 
:,t work in their proper times <!nd places; and tl1rn; them 
ro the advantage of the person who is possessed of them. 
\-Vilhout it, learning is pedantry, and wit impertinence; 
virtue itself looks like weakness; the hest parts ollly qualify 
a man to be more sprightly in errors, ano actil'e to his own 
prejudice. 

4 Discretion does not only make a mao the m<ls~er of his 
01"\1 parts, but of other mell's. The discreet man fillrls out 
the talents of those he con,erses with, and lil10ws ho\l' In 
apply them to proper uses. Accordingly, if we look into 
varticular cummunities and divisions of men, we may oh
serve, that it is the rJiscreet man, not the witty, nor the 
learned, 1101' the brave, \\ ho guides the conversation, and 
gives measures to society. A man of great t:llenls, lut 
void of discretion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, strong 
.,no blind; endued with an irresistible force, II hich, for want 
of sight, is of no use to him. 

5 Though a man has all others perfections. yet if he wanti; 
discretion, he will be of no great-consequence_-in the world; 
on the contrary, if he has this single t3lent in perf£:ction, 
anll but a common share of others, he Inay do what he 
pleases in his particular station of life. 

6 At the same time that I think discretion the most lIse· 
ful talent a man can be master of, I look IIpon ~unl1ing to 
be tlile accomplishment of little, mean, ungenerous milllk 
Discretion points out the noblest ends to us, ;me! pllTsues rh~ 
1U0it proper llnd laudahle methods of attaining them: cun
ning has only private, selfish aims, and sticks at nothing 
which may make them sl1cceed. 

7 Discretion has large and extended views; and, like a 
w~lI-formed eye, commands a whole hori7.on: cunning is a. 
klOd of shol"t-sightedne5S, that discovers the minlttc~tobjecu 
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whir.h Me ne:Jr at hand, bllt is not able to discern thillgs at 
11 distancc. Discretion, the more it is discovered, gives a 
greatcr anthority to the person who possesses it: cllnning, 
when it is ollce detected. looses its force, and maltes a mall 
incapahle of hringing about even those events which he 
might have done, had he passed only for a plain m'ln. 

3 Discretion is the perfectio!l of reason; Rno a guiLle to 
liS in all the duties of life; cunning is a kind of instinct, that 
only loo!ts out afler our immediate interest and welfare, 
Discretion is only fonnd in men of strong sense and good un
derstandings: cunning is often to be met with in brute" them
selve; and in persons who are bllt the fewest removes froBl 
them. In short, cunning is only the mimic of discretion; 
and it may pass on weak men, in the same m,lllller as vivaci
ty is often mistaken for wit, dnd gravity for wisdom. 

9 The cast of mind which is natural to a discreet man, 
makes him look forward into futurity, and com-ider what 
will be his condition millions of ages hence, as well as, what 
it is at present. He knows that the misery or happiness 
which is resel ved for him in another world, lose~ nothing of 
its reality by heing placet! at a greater distance from hill!. 
The object!! do not appear little to him because they are 
remote. He cOl15iuers, that those pleasures :!nt! pains which 
lie hid in eternity, approach nearer to him every moment; 
and will be present with him with their full weight and mea
sure, as much as those pains and pleasures which he feels 
at this very inst:!nt. For this reason, he is careful to se
eure to himself that which is the proper happiness of his 
nature, and the ultimate design of his ueing. 

10 He c:Jrries his thonghts to the end of every action; 
and considers the most distant, :1S well :1S the most imme
diate eft,'ects qf it. Hi! supersedes every little pro~pect of 
gain and advantage n hich offers itself here, if he does not 
fin:l it consistent with his views of an hereafter. In a word. 
his hopes are full of immortality; his schemes are large and 
gloriolls; aild his cl:JCIl\r;t suitable to one that knows his 
true interest. and how tll pursue it hy proper methods. 

ADDISON. 

SECTIO:'! V. 

On the gorernment oj our Thoughts. 

A MULTITUDK of cases occnr, in which we are no less 
accountahle for what we think, th;1lI for what we do. As. 
first, when the introduction of any train of thou~hts depends 



1.N THE ENGLISH RE.\DER. PART I. 

lipan oUiselves, and is ollr voluntary act, by turnin!;;our at
tention towards such objects, awakening such passions, or 
englg;ing in lioiIch employments, as we know mUlit give 
a peculiar determination to our thoughts. Next, when 
thoughts, by whatever accident they may have been origin
ally suggested, are indulged with deliberation and compla
cellcy. 

2 Though the mind hils ueen passive in their receptio", 
and, therefore, free from ulame, yet, if it be active in their 
continuance, the guilt becollles its olVn. 'l'hey may have 
intruded at tirst, like unbidden guests; but if, when entered. 
they are made welcome, and kindly entertained, the case'is 
the same as if they had ueen invited from the beginning. 

S If we are thus accollntahle to God for thoughts, eithfr 
voluntarily introduced, or deliberately indulged, we are no 
less so, in the last place, for those which find admittance 
into our hearts from supine negligence, from total relaxation 
of attention, from allowing Ollr illlagination to rove with en
tire license, .. like the eyes of the fool, towards the ends of 
the earth." 

4 Our minds are, in this case, thrown open to foJly and 
vanity. They are prostituted to every evil thing which 
pleases to take possession. The consequences must all be 
charged to our accollnt; and in vain we plead excuse from 
human infirmity. Hence it appears, that the great ohject . 
at which we ale to aim in governing our thoughts. is, to take 
the most etfectual measures for lJreventing the introduction 
of such as are sinful; and for hastening their expUlsion, if 
they shall have introduced thelllselves without consent of 
the will. 

5 But when we descend into our breasts, and exallline 
how far we have studied to keep this object in view, who 
can lell .. huw oft he hath otfended 1" In no article of re
ligion or mordls are men more cuI pauly remiss, than in tho 
unrestrained indulgence they give ~o fancy; and that, loa, 
for the most part, without remorse. Since the tillle that 
reason began to exert her powers, thought, during our wa
king hours, has been active ill every breast, without a mo
ments suspension or pause. 

6 The current of ideas has been always flowing. 'fhe 
wheels of the spiritual engine have circuldted with perpetual 
motion. Let me ask, what has been the fruit of this inces
,ant activity, with the greater part of mankind! Of the 
innumerable hours that have been t.mployed in thought, 



CIIAP.. IX. PROMIse UO[S rIECES. 

how few are marked with any permanent or useful etreet ? 
How mllny have either passed away in idli dreams, or have 
been ahandoned to anxious discontented musings, to unsocial 
anel malignant passions, or to irregular and criminal desires. 

7 Had I powpr to lay open that store-house of iniquity, 
whie!l the hearts of too many conceal; could I draw out and 
read to them a list of all the imaginations they have devised, 
and all th~ passions they have indulged in secret; what a 
picture of men should I present to them~elves! \Vha! crimes 
would they appear to have perpetrated ill secrecy, which, 
to their most intimate companions. they durst not reveal! 

8 Even when men imagine their thoughts to be innocent
ly employe:J, tlH'Y too commonly suffer them to run out intn 
t'Xlravagarlt imaginations, all<t chimerical plans of what 
they would wish to attain, or Choose to be, if they could 
frame the course of things accor<.ling to their desire. Though 
such employments of fancy come not under the same de
scription with those which are plainly crimin31, yet wholly 
unblameable they seldom are. Besides the waste of time 
.... hich they occasion, and the misappiication "hich they. ill
dicate of those intellectual powers that were given to us' for 
much nohler purposes, sueh romantic speculhti9ns lead us 
always into the neighbourhood of forbidden regions. 
" 9 They place us on dangerous ground. They are for the 

. most part connected with ~ome one b:td passion; and they 
always nourish a giddy and frivolous turn of thought. They 
unfit the mind for applying with vigour to rational pursuits, 
or for acquiescing in sober plans of conduct. l-~rom that 
ideal world in which it allows itsr!f to dwell, it returns to 
the commerce of men, unhent and relaxed, sickly and 
tainted, averse to discharging the duties, and ,sometimes 
disCiualificd even for reiisbing the pleasures, of ordinilry life. 

SECTION VI. 

0" thL et-ils l"hich flow from unrelt-rained Passiong. 

'Vm;N man revolted from hi~ !\faker, his passions rebelled 
against himself; and from being origin'lUy the ministers of 
reason, have become the tyrants of the souL-Henc:e, in 
treotling Oflhis suhject, two things may be assumed M prill
ciples: first, that through the present weakness of the un
derstanding, our passions are often directed towards improper 
objects, and next, that even w hen their direction is ju,', 
and their objects are innocent, they perpetually tend to run 
into exce!s; they always hmry us towards their gratitic:niQtI, 

LfP 
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with a blind and dangerous impetuosity. On these two 
points, then, tu'rus the whole govcrnmellt of our passinlls : 
tirst, to ascert'lin the prllper objects of thpir pursuit; and 
next, to restrain them in that pursuit, when they would 
carry liS beyond the buunch uf re",oll. 

'! If there is any passion which intrudes it~elf unseason
ably into our mind, which Jal'kellS and truubles our judg
ment, or habitually discomposes onr temper; which unfit~ 
us fOI' properly dischargin~ the d,lti<'s, or disqualilies us for 
cheerfully enjoying the cUlilfurts uf life, we may certainly 
cunclude it to have gained a dangerous ascendant. The 
great object which we ought to propose tu 0l1rSdVe5, is, to 
acquire a firm and steadfa"t mind, which. the infatu,ltioll or 
passiun shall not seduce, nor its viulence shake; which lest
ing on fi"ed principles, shall, in the lIJid,! of contending 
emotions, remain free, anel master uf itself; able to listel~ 
calmly to the voice of cunscience, and prepared tu obey its 
dictates Ilithout hesitat;nn. 

S To obtain, if possible, such command of passion, is one 
of the highest attainments uf the ration:!1 nature. Argu
ment, to show its impurtance crolld upon us frolll el'ery 
quarter. If t11el'e be any fertile source of mischief to hu
man life, it is, beyond dUllLt, the misrule of passio:l. It i~, 
this which poisons the enjoyment uf individu.t1s, overturns 
the order of society, and strews the path of lifE with so 
many miseries, as to render it indeed the vale uf tears. 

4 All those gl'e:lt scenes of public calamity, which we he
huld with astonishment and horror, hal e originated from the 
source uf violent passions. The,e have o\'erspread th~ 
earth with bloodshed. These h;)I'e pointf,d the assassin's
dagger, aad fille,l the poisoned bOI' I. These, in every age, 
have furnished tuo cOl-'ious materi.ds fur the orator's pathe
tic declamation, and CUi the poet's tragical song. '''hen 
from puhlic life Ile de5cenJ t·) private conduct, though pa3-
sian operates not there in so wide and decitl'Ucthe a spherr, 
\\,~ ~hall find its intluence to I:e no ks; bantful. 

5 I need not mention the black anti fierce passions, suclt 
as euvy, jealuusy, and revenge, whose ell'ects are obviously 
noxious, an:} whuse agitation: are immediate misery; but 
[;,\,e any of thtl licentiuus and sen;,'];ll kind: suppose it to 
ha\'e lI11J;lIlited scupe ; trace it throw~hout its course, and we 
shall Dlld that gradually, as it rises, it taints the soundnes~,. 
amI troubles the peace, of his mind over whom it reigns; 
that, ill its progress, it engages him iu pursuits which arE} 
marked e!ther with danger, or with shame: that, in tbe end" 
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it IV,lStes his fortnne, destroys his health, or debases his clm
racter; and aggravates all the mi,eries in which it has in
ml ved him, with the concluding pangs of uitter remorse. 
Thruligh all the sta;,;es of this fatal cour:;e, how many hare 
heretofore mn? \\"h;lt multitudes do we daily behuld pur-
suing it, with ulind and headlong steps! BLAIR. 

SECTIO:\T VII. 

On the proper state of Ollr Temper with respect to one Gilo/ha. 

L' is e\'ident, in the general, that it" we consult either pub
lic welf,lre ur private happiness, Christian ch<lrity ought to 
r<'.<";ld:lte our dispm,itioll ill mutual intercourse. But as thi3 
great principle admil5 of ,e,"eral dil"ersiiied :lppearanccs, let 
us cOll;ider some of the chid furllls under which it ou~llt to 
sholV itself in the llsual tenor uf life. 

l! \Vhat hr~t presents itself to be recommennell, is a 
peaceable temper; a dispositiun al'erse to ~il'e offence aOI.! 
desirous of cldlil":l:in:; harmony, and amicable intercourse 
in society. This supposes yieluing and condescending man
ners, unwillingness to contend with others about trillO's, and, 
in conle,ts that are unavoidable, proper moderation of spirit. 

:3 Su::h a temper is the first ~'I inciple of self-enjoyment. 
It is the basis of all order allt! ha[l,ill€ss among mankind. 
The po,>itivc an.! contentiuus, the rude and quarrelsome, are 
the bane of society. They seem destined 10 blast the small 
tihare of comfort which nature has here allotteJ to man. 
But they cannot disturb the peace of others, more than they 
break the:r own. The hurricane rages first in their on n 
boso;n. befure it is let forth upon the world. In tce tem
pests which they r<lise, they are al ways tost: and frequently 
it is their lot to peri;h. 

"l .'\ peaceable temper must be supported by a candiJ 
OI1e, or a disposition to \ iew the COIIIJllct uf others with fair
ness and impaniality. Thi3 stalJds opposed to a jealou~ 
and suspicious temper which ascribes every action to the 
worst motive, and throws a black shade uver every charac
ter. If we would be happy :;1 ourselvcs, or in our conncx
ions with others, III liS guard agaimt this malignant spirit. 
Let us study that charity "which thinlteth no evil;" that 
temper \l~hicl1, without degenerating into credulity will dis
pose us to be just j and which can. allow us to obse\'Ve an 
error, without imputing it as a Crimp. Thm we shaH be 
kept (ree from that continual irritation, which imaginary 
Ifljuries raise in a suspicious breast; and shall walk IIUlOOlb 

men as our brethren, not as our enemies... 
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5 Hilt to be peaceable, and to be candid, is not all that is 
required of a good 1ll:111. He must cultivate a kind, genc
rOllS and sympathizing temper, whic:h feels fur distress, 
wherever it is beheld; which enters into the concerns of his 
friends with ardour; Rlld to dll with whom he has intercourse, 
i~ gentle, oblig;ing, and humane. How amiable appear~ 
such a disposition, when contrasted with a maliciolls or en
viOl1; temper, which wraps itself up in its own narrow inte
re~t, looks with an evil eye 011 the success of other~. ancl, 
witb an ullnatural satisfaction, feeds on their di!arJpoinlmenls 
or miseries! lIo',\ little does he kDow of the true happiness 
of life, II'ho i~ a stranger to that intercourse of gOOI! office. 
and kind afTeclions, which, by a rleasing charm, attaches 
men to one anolher, and circulates joy frem heart 1<) Leart! 

6 \Ve are not 10 imagine that a benevolent temper find~ 
no eXt:rcise, unless when opportunities e>ffer of performing 
actions of high generosity, or of extensive utility. These 
~eltlom occur. The condition of the greater part of man
kind in a good measure, preclllues them. Bnt, in the ordi
n:uy round of human affairs, many occasions daily present 
themselves of mi~igating the vexations which others suffer; 
of soothing their minds; of aiding their interest; of promo
li'lg tllt-ir cheerfulness, or ea~e. Snch occasions may r~
lat'~ to the smaller incidents of life. 

7 But let II~ remember, that of ~mall incident! the 5Y5-
t;'lll of human life is chiefly compose.l. The attentions 
which respect these, ,.,hen slIggested by real benignity of 
temper, are often more rr.aterial to the happiness of those 
llrnund u<, than actions "'hich carry the appearance of grea
tf'l dignity and splendour. No wise or good m3n ought to 
ac,'nunt any rules of behaviour as below his regard which 
ten.l to cement the great brctherhooJ of mankind in com
forti\ble union. Particularly Jlftidst that familiar intercourse 
~vhic:h belongs to domestic life, all the virtues of temper 
find Pon ample range. 

8 It is very unfortunate, lint within that circle, men too 
offen think themsehe! at liberty 10 give unrestrained vent 
to the c3price of passion and humour. 'Vhereas there, on 
the contrary, more than any where else, it concerns them 
to attend to the government of their heart; to check what i$ 
violent in their tempers, and to sl)ften what is harsh in their 
manners. For there the temper is formed. There the 
real character displays itself. 'fhe forms ofthe world di!
guise. men when abroad. But within his own family, ~very 
man IS known to be what be truly is, 
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9 In all our intercourse then with others, particularly in 
that which is closest and most intimate, let us cultivate !t, 

peaceable, a canuid, a gentle, and friendly temper. This 
15 th~ temper to which, by repeated injunctions, our hoi! 
rt'hglUn seeks to forlll tis. This lias the temper of Christ. 
This is the temper of Heaven. BLAI~. 

SECTIO~ VIII. 

Excellence of the Holy Scripture!. 

Is it bigotry to believe the sublime truths of the Gospel. 
with Cull assurance of f<lith ? I glory ill stich bigotry. I woukl 
not part with it for a thousand worlds. I congratulate the 
man who is possessed of it; fur amidst all the vicissitudes and 
calamities of the present state, that man enjoys an inexhausci· 
LIe fllnd of cOl1soldt~ol1, of which it is not in the power of 
furtune to depri\Oe him . 

.\! There is not a book on earth so favourable to al\ the 
kind, and all the sublime affections; or so unfriendly to 
hatred and persecution, to tyranny, to injustice, and e\Oery 
lort of malevolence, as the Gospel. It breathes nothing 
lhroughollt, but mercy, benevolence, and peace. 

5 Poetry is sublime, when it aWdkem in the minu any 
great and goon affectiun, as piety, or patriotism. This is 
one of the noblest effects of the art. The Psalms are re
markable, beyond all other writings, fur their power of 
inspiring devout ~motions. But it is not in this respect 
only, that they are sublime. Of the divine nature, the, 
contain the must m::lgnilicent descriptions, that the soul of 
man Cll) comprehend. The hundred and fuurth Psalm, ill 
pnrticubll', displays the power and goodnc~s of l'rovidence, 
in creating and preserving the world, and the various tribes 
of animals in it, with sllch m~jestic brevity and beauty, al 
it is vain to look for in any human compusition. 

5 Such of the doctrines of the Gospel as are level to 
human capacity, appear to ue agreeable to the purest truth, 
and the soundest morality. ~\ll the genius and learning of 
the heathen world; all the penetratiun of Pythagoras, 80-
crates, and Aristotle, had never been <lble to produce 'llch 
iI system of moral duty. and su rational all a~C()lInt of Pro
vidence ~nd of man, as arc to be found in the New Testa
ment. Compared. indeed, \\ ith this, all other moral and 
theolugical wisdom 

.. Lose~, diiCOu'ltenanc'd, and like folly showso" BIUTT'S, 
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SEC'l'IO~ IX. 

Rrjlections occa.~ioned by a ret'iew of the Blessillgs pro/wunced 

0.'1 Christ on his Disciples, in his Sermon OIl the ,\t/(Junt. 

WUAT abutHlant reason have we to thank GOtI, that this 
Iarve and instrllc:tivo discol\l'se of our blessed Rerleemer, is 
so ~articularlv recorded by the sacred historian. Let every 
one that" hath ears to hear," attend to it: for surely fin 
lIlan ever spoke as om Lord dillon this occasion. Let us 
fix our minds in a posture of hUlllble attelltion, that we may 
.. receive the law from his mouth." 

!! lIe opened it with ble~sings, repeated and most import
ant blessings, But on whom are they pronounced 1 and 
whom are we taught to think the happiest of mankind 1 The 
mtlel( and the humble; the penitent anrl the merciful; the 
peaceful Ilnd the pure; those that hunger and thirst aCtel' 
ri~hteousness; those that lahour, but faint not, under perse· 
cu'tion. Lord! how different are thy maxims from those of 
the children of this world. 

S They c:\11 the prolld !tappy; and admire the gay. the 
rich, the powerful, and the victorious. But let a ~ain world 
take its gaudy trifles, and dress up the foolish creatures that 
pursue them. May our souls share in that happiness ·which 
the Son of God came to recommend amI to procure! May 
we obtain mercy of the Lord; may we be owned as his chil
.hell; enjoy his presence; and inherit his kingdom! With 
these enjoyments, ancl lhese hopes. we will ctteerrully wel
com!' the lowest, or the most painful circumstances . 

. -\, Let us be animated to I'ldtivate those amiable virtlles 
which are here recommended to us; this humility and meelc
ness; this peultent sense of sin; this ardent desire after 
righteollsness; this compassion and purity; this peaceful
ness ann rortitude of soul; and, in i\ word. this universal 
gooJnes~ which becomes llS, as we sust~in the character of 
.. lhe s;dt of the earth," and" the light of the world." 

5 Is there not reason to lament, that we answer the cha
racter no better '! b there nc,t reason to exclaim with a "ood 
man in former timps: .. Bles~ed Lord! either these al'~ lIot 
Ihy words, or we :lrc not Clnistians!" Oh, season otlr hearts 
mure effectually \lith thy gracc! Pour forth that divine oil 
on om ~am)1s! Then shall the (hme bri~hten, then shall 
the anCIent honours of thy religion be revived; and multi
lucles be <lwakened '111<1 anilll.lteu by the lustre of it "to 
glul'ify ollr Father in ilea veil.'" DODDIUD~E. 
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SECTION X. 

Schemes of Life often illusory. 

O~IAR, the SOl' of Hassan, had passed seventy-five rears 
in honour and prosperity. The i'avoUi' of three S1.lccessive 
califs had filled his house with gold and silver; and IVhen
fOver he appeared, the benedictions of the people proclaimed 
his pass"lge. 

~ Terrestrial happiness is of shon continuance. 'file 
brightness of flame is wasting its fuel; the fragrant flower 
is passing .1IV:1y in its own odours. The vi,~ollr of Omar 
began to fail; tile curis of beauty fell from his liead ; strength 
departed from his hands; a Uti ;leility from his feet. HI' 
gave b;lck to the calif the keys of trust, ami t:le seals of 
secrecy; an I 50llght 110 other pleasure for the remains of 
life, than the COllVCl',e of tbe wise, aud till! gratitude of the 
good. 

S The powers of his mind Were ret IInimpaired. Hi, 
chamber was filled by visitants, eager to ,~atch the dicta te,' 
of experience, ,lIId ufiicious to pay tile tribute of admir;I!~()Il. 
Caled, the SOli of the viceroy of Egypt, entered every dcl) 

early, and retired late. He was I:eauliflll and e!ocillent: 
Om'lr admired his wit, and loved his docili·ty. .. Tell me," 
said Caled, "thou to \\'ho5e voice nation" hilve listened, allil 
whose wisdom is known to the extremities of Asia, tell me 
how I may re~emult' Omar the ~rudellt. The ar:'; by whi('h 
thou ha~t gained power and preserved it, are to thee 11.1 
longer necessary or useful; illlP:lft tl) me the secret of thy 
conduct, and teaell me the plan upon which thy wi~dom has 
built thy fortune." 

.. Young man." said Omar, .. it is of little lise to form 
plans of life. 'Vhen I took my first survey of the w.1:ld, 
in my twentieth year, having considered the 1':HioIlS condi
tions of mankiud, ill the hour of solitude I said thus to my
self. leaning against a cedar, whieh spread its branches over 
my head: "Seventy years are allowed to man; I have yPt 
tifty remaining. 

5 .. Ten years I will allot to the attainment of knowledge, 
and ten I will pass in foreign countries; I shall he learned, 
and therefore shal! be honoured; every city will shollt at 
my arrival, and every student will solicit my friendship_ 
Tl'"enty years thus passed, will store my mind with images. 
1\ hich I shall be busy, through the rest of my life, ill com
binin; and comparing, I shall revel in inexhaustible accu-
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.nulJtiol1S of intellectual riches; I shall fintl new pleasurE's 
for cl'ery mom?nt, and shall nel'er more be weary of mysE'lf. 

6 "1 \\ ill 110t, however, deviate too far from the beaten 
trAck of life; but will try 1\ hat can be found in female dE'li
('.:II'.V. I "ill marry a nife beautiful a~ the Houries, and 
wise as Zobeide; "ilh her I will lile twenty years within 
the subnrbs (,f Bage1.I!, in elery pleasure that weallh "all 
purch",,', ~nn faul'.\' C<l11 invent. 

i .. I will then relirf' to a rural rhvt'Jling; pass my d~Js in 
""~CIII it)' ~nd cOlltellll'lalilJll; and lie silently down 011 lha 
bed "f death. Through Illy life it shall he my settled reso
lution, that J will nell!" depend I1pon the smile of prill('e~; 
that I will never stann exposed to the artifices of courts; J 
will nel'er pant for public hOIlOurS, nor disturb my quiet with 
the affairs of st~te," Such WAS my scheme of life, which 
J imprf'ssed indelibly npon my memory. 

8 .. The /irst part of my ensuing time was to be ~pel1t in 
<i~arch of knowledge, :lnd I know 1I0t how I was dil'ertcd 
from Illy clesign. I had no visible impe(liments \\ ithollt, uor 
(lny lIngovel'll'lble ras~ions withill. I regarded knowledge 
:\s the highest honour, and the most engaging: pleasure; yet 
clay stole lIpon day, lOud l\Ionth glided after month, ttIl I 
found that 51" Pil years of the first ten had vanished, aud 
I"./"t nothing behind them. 

9 "I now postponed my purpose of tra\'elling; for wh." 
81lOuld I go abroad, while so milch rem.lined to be learned 
at home .? I immured myself for fonr years, and studied 
tile laws of the empire, The fame Of my skill reached the 
judges: I was found able to speal< upon doubtful questions; 
and was comm.mded to stand at the footstool of the calif. 
I was heard with attention; I \\"as consulted with confidenctl; 
and the love of prai5e fastened on my heart. 

10 "J still wished to see distant countries; listened with 
rApture to the l"I,ltions of travellers; and resoh'ed sorne 
time to a~k my dismission, that I might feast my sonl with 
novelty; !Jut my presence was always necessary; and the 
~tream (·f business hurried me along. Sometimes 1 W~5 
:Ifraid lest I shollld be charged with inE;ratilude; bm I still 
proposed to travel, and therefore would not confine myself 
by marriage. 

11 "In my fiftieth year, I began to suspect that the tima 
t)f travelling lias past; and thought it best to lay hold on 
the felicity yet in my power, (lnd indulge myself in domes
tic pleasures. But at fifty no man f'asi!y finds (I woman 
ueautiful as the H()uries, and wise as Zobeide. I inquired, 
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and rejected, consulted and deliberated, till the sixty-aecond 
ye:u made me ashamed of wishing to marry. I had now 
nothing left but retirement; and for retirement I never found 
a lime till disellSe forced me (rom public employment. 

12 .. Such was my scheme, and such has been its conse
quence. With an insatiable thirst for knowledge, I trifled 
a way the years of improvement; \\ ith a restless desire of 
leeing differt'nt countries, I have always resided in the same 
city; with the highest expectation of connubial felicity, ) 
have lived unmarried; and with unalterable resolution, of 
eontemplatit'e retirement, I am going to die within the walli 
g( Bagdat." DR. JOHNSON. 

SECTION Xl. 
7'7r.e Pleo$UTfs of virtuo1l" Semibility. 

THE good effects of true sensibility, on general vjrtue and 
happiness, admit of no dispute. Let us consider its effect 
on the happiness of him who possesses it, and the various 
pleasures to which it gives him access. If he is masler of 
riches or influence, it affords him the means of increasing 
his own enjoyment, by relieving the wants, or increasing the 
fOOlforts of others. If he commands not these advanlages, 
yet all the comforts which he sees in the possession of the 
deserving, become in some sort his, by his rejoicing in tho 
r;ood which they enjoy. 

i Even the face of nature, yield, a satisfaction to him 
lrhich the insensible can never know. The profusion of 
goodness which he behold, poured forth on the universe, 
dilates his heart with the thought, that innumerable multi
tudes around him are blest and happy. When he sees-Ihe 
labours of men appearing to prosper, and views a country 
flourishing in wealth and industry; when he beholds 1h& 
spring coming forth in its beauty, and reviving the decayed 
(ace of nature; or in autumn beholds the fields loaded with 
1,lenty, and the year crowned with all its fruits; he lifts hi~ 
affections with gratitude to the great Father of all, and re
joices in the general felicity a;]d joy. 

sit may indeed, be objected, that the same sensibility lays 
open the beart to be pierced with many wIJunds, from the dill
tresses whieh abound in the world; exposes us to rrequent su(· 
fering from the participatien which it communicates of thl! 
lorrows, as well as of the joys of friendship. But let it be 
conllidered, thatthe tender melancholy of sympathy is aceom-

M 
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plIllied with a ,sensation which they who feel it would not 
exchange for the gratification of the selfish. \\'hen the heall 
is strongly mov.ed by any of the kind affections, even when it 
rOllrS itself forth \11 virtuous sarroII', a se.cret duracti \'e charm 
mingles with the painful emotion; there is a joy in the midst 
of grief. '. . 

4 Let ~t be falther cansillered, that the griefs which sensibi
lity introduces" are .counterbal.an:ced by pleasures which JJOI' 
from the S)lJ)e sOHrce, Set.lsihility heightens in .~entr,t1 the 
human po)vers, and is connel;ted with acuteness. in all OUI 

(eelings. If it makes liS. more alive to sollie painful ~en,a
"ions, in return, it renders the pleasing ones mare "i~iJ ,and 
animated, 

:I The selfish lllan lc.l.::;uishes· in his n:umw circle of plea
'ures. They are confined to what afJects hi. oIVn illterp't. 
lIe is obliged to 'repeat the same gratification~, till they be
come insi.pid. But the man of virtuous sensibility moves ill 
a wicler.sphere of felicity. His powers are nJlIchmore frc
'1l1eutl), called forth into occnpations of pleasing activity. 
:i IJIlIbcries3 occasions open to him of indulging his fa VOII

rite Lt>tc, by conveying satisfaction to others. Uften it is in 
hi, pUlVer, in one way 01' other, to sooth the afflicted heart, 
to carry some consolation into the house ofwo. ,',. 

6 In the scenes of ordinary life., in the domestic lind 8Oei:11 
intercourses.ofmcn, the cordiality of his <tffections cheers and 
gladdens him. E very appear~nce, every description of in
nocent hJppiness, is enjoyed uJ him, Every lIative eXfJrfS
,ion ofkindrressand atfection among others, is felt by hi In, 
~~ell though he be not the object of it. In a circle of frieuds 
e.n,joying oue another, he is a'i happy as the happiest. 

7 In a word, he Uves in a di:l'prent sort of world, from 
that whiell tbe selfish man \nhabits" He possesses a Jle·" 
sense that enables. him to hehoolli ohjects which the selthh can
Jlot see. At the .same timi', his enjoyments are 'not of that 
kind which remain merely on the surface of the lllind.' Tbey 
penetrate the heart. They enlarge and elevate, thPJ refine 
and .enlloble it. 'fo all the pleasing emotions of atft'ttion, 
tl,ey atld the tligllilled conSCi0l1S11~S5 of virtue. 

S ChiMren of men ~ men formed by nalme to live and to 
f~81 as bl'l!thren! how long will ye continue to estrange your
'ch ea. from one ano~hef hy c.ompetitions and jea!ollsiC". 
when in cordial union ye mi;;htbe so much more blest! Ho\y 
long witl ye seek your happines ill ~Jti,h ~r:ttiticntions alone, 
neglecting thl)~e plII'er awl better ~ourn's of juy \\ !.iL'h du .... 
(row tlJl~ affectIOns illitl th~ ~h:art ? IlLAtR. 
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SEC1;IOX XII. 
On the true ,Honour oj Alan. 

THE propel' honour of man arises not from somp, of tho~« 
!Jplendidacliolls and abilities which eKcite high admiraticn. 
Courage and prowess, militar.y renown,stgnal'victor,es, and 
conquests, may render the name of 8 m'ln,famous without 
rendering his character truty honorable. ,To many brave 
men, to many!heroes'renowned in story, we look up "ith 
wonder. Their exploits are recorded. Their praises are 
sung. They stand, as on an eminence; above the rest Ei 
mankind .. Their eminence, nevertheless, may not be of that 
sort before which ,we bow with inward esteem and respect., 
Something more is wanted fllr,thatpurpose; than the COD

quering arm, and the'intrepid mind. I.,. 
, 2 The laurels of the wanior must at' all times be dyed in 
Mood, and bedelred \\,ith the tears of the widow and the orphan 
But if they have been stained by rapine dnd inhumanity; if 
sordid avarice has marked his character; or low and gros~ 
sensuality has degraded his life; the great hero sinks illto a 
little man. What, at a distance, 01'011 a superficial view, we, 
admired, becomes mean, perhaps odious, when IVP, 'examine 
it more closely. It is like the ColQs~al st:!tue,' whose im
mense size struck the spectator afar aIr \\'fth ast(}{1ishment'~ 
but when nearly viewed, it appears disproportioned, unshape-
ly, and rude. " 

S Observation of the same kind may be applied to all the 
reputation derived from cil il accomplishments; from the rc
fined politics of the statesman, or the literary efforts of geniu, 
and erudition. These bestow, and within certain bounds ought 
to bestOl':, eminence ll.lj<f 'distinctiull on men., They' discover 
talents which in tbeillselvcs are shining; and which be.;:orot1 
flighly valuable, when employed in advanCing the good p( 
mankind. Hence tbey frequently give rise (0 faOle. Rut a 
distinction is to, be made be'tlveen fame and true honour. 

4 The statesman, the pratur, or the poet, may be fall1oU5: 
while vet'the rinn himself is far from ~eing honoured. We 
envy his abilities. \Ve wish to rival them. TIut ":e would 
not choose to be cfass-ed 'lith. him IIho possesses th~m., In
stances bf this sort .are 'too often' (uand II'l every re,cord o( 
ancient 01' modern 'tii;tol'j~' 

'5 From all this it follows, tlwt in order to discern "llero 
man's tl'll~ honour lies, we mu;t lo.ok, not l:o any a'd v'imt-itiou! 
t'ircumstancesoffOl:tlinc; nut to, ~ny s:ngle sparldipg 'qualify, 
but to the whole of what forms a man j whal cntitleshim as 
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~uch, to rank high among that c1au o( beings to which he be
longs; in a word, we mllst louk to the mind and the soul. 

6 A mind superior to fear, to selfish interest and corruption; 
a mind governed by the principles of unifurm rectitucle an,1 
illtegrity; the same in pro~l'erity and aflvenity; \\hich no 
LriLe c.an seduce, nor terror overawe; neither by pleasure 1I1t'1-

ted into effeminacy, nor by clistl'ess !uuk into dejection: such 
i~ the mind which form! the distinction and eminence of man. 

7 One who, in no situation of life, is either ashamed or 
Rfraid of discharging his duty, and acting his proper part with 
firmness and constancy; true to the God whom he worships, 
and true to the (aith in which he professes to believe; full oC 
affection to his brethren of mankind, faithful to his friend" 
generous to his enemies, warm with compassion to the unfor
tunate; self-denying to little private interests and plea!ure~, 
but zealous (or public interest and happiness: magnanimous, 
without being proud; humble, without being mean; just, with
out bemg harsh; simple in his manners, but manly in his 
feelings; on whose word we can entirely rely; whose coun
tenance never deceives us; whose professions of kindness ar. 
the effusions of hi. heart; one, in fine, whom, independently 
of any views of advantage, we should choose for a 5uperior, 
could trust in as a friend, and could love as a brother-this 
ie the man, whom, in our heart, above all others, we do, we 
must honour. JlLJ.la. 

SECTION XIII. 
7'1u influence of Devotion on the happiness of Lift. 

WHA.TEVER promotes and strengthens virtue, "'hatever 
clllm5 ami regulates the temper, is a source of happiness. 
Devotion produces these effects in a remarkable degree. It 
illspires composure of spirit, mildness, and benignity; weak
ens the painful, and cherishes the pleasing emotions; and, 
by these means, carries on the life of a piolls mdn in a smooth 
aDd placid tenor. 

2 Besides exerting this h.lbitual influence on the mind, 
devotion opem a field of enjoyments, to which the vicioull 
are entire strangers; enjoYIllt!lIt5 the more valual>le, as they 
peculiarly belong to retirement, when tl e world leaves u~ ; 
and to adversity, when it becomes our foe. Thelie are tb6 
two seasons for which evely wise man wuuld most wish to 
provide some hidden store of comfort. 

S For let him be placel1 in the most favourable situation 
which the human state admits, the world can neither al" ;IP 
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II muse him, nor always shield him from distress. There will 
he many hours of vacllity, and many of dejection, in hi~ life. 
If he be a stranger to God, and to de\-otion, how dreary will 
the gloom of solitude often prove! ""ilh what oppressile 
weight will sickness, disappointment, or old age, fail 11£,011 

llis spirits! 
4 But for those pensive perious, the pious man has a relief 

prepared. From the tiresome repetition orthe common vani
ties of life, or from the painful corrosion of its cares and 
50rmws, devotion transports him into a Ilelf region: and sur
rounds him there with sl1ch objects, as are the most fitted 
to cheer the dejection, to calm the tumults, and to heal thl" 
wOllnd, of his heart. 

S If the world hel' been empty and delusive, it glaudens 
him with the prospect of a higher allll Letter order of things, 
ahout to arise. If men have bl>en ungrateful and base, it 
fli~plays before him the faithfulness of that Supreme Being, 
who, though el-ery other friend fail, will never forsal<e him. 

6 Let us consult our experience, and we shali find, that 
the- two greatest sources of inward joy, are, the exprcise of 
10l'e directed towards a deserving ohject, and the excrcise of 
hope terminating on some high and assured happiness. Botti 
these are supplied by devotion; and therefore, we have no 
re'l~on to be surprisefl, if, on some occasions, it /ills the 
he,lrts of good nJ!'n with a s<ttisfdction not to be expressed. 

7 The refined pleasures of a pious mind are, ill many re
spects, superior to the coarse gratifications of senie. Thl'Y 
are plea~ures which belong to the highest powers and be~t 
affection! of the soul; whereOls the gratifications of sense re
stde in the lowest region of our nature. To_the latter, lite 
soul stoops below its native dignity. The former, raise i[ 
Clbove itself, The latter, leave always n eomfortles~, often !L 

mortifying, remembrance l'ehind them. The former are 
re\ iewed with applause and delight. 

8 The pleasures of sense resemble a foaming torrent. 
which, after a disorderly course, speedily runs out, and lellves 
an empty and offensive channel. Hilt the pleas!lfes of ~e
vOlion resemble the equable current of a pllre rIver, WhH'h 
enlivens the fields through which it passes, and diffuses ver-
dure and fertility along its banks. . ' 

9 TOlhee,O Devotion! we owe the highest IInprofemclOt 
of our nature and much of the enjoyments of our life. Thall 
art the IUppo~t of our virtul', and the relit of ollr souls, in thie 
tnrb\1)ent world. Tbou compo.est the thoughli. Thou cJlm-

M* 
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est the passions. Thou exaltest the heart. Thy communi
oations, and thine only, are imparted to the low, no It~ss than 
to the high; to the poor, as well as to the rich. 

10 In thy presence 1V0rldy distinctions cease; and, under 
thy influence, worldy sorrows are forgotten. Thou art the 
balm of the wounded mind. Thy sanctuary is ever open to 
the miserable; inaccessible only to the unrighteous and 
impure. Thou beginnest on earth the temper of heaven. In 
thee the hosts of angels and blessed spirits e,ernally rejoice. 

BLAIR. 

SECTION XIV. 

The planetary and terrestrial worlds comparativtly consid,r~. 

To us, who dwell on its surface, the earth is by far the 
most extensive orb that our eyes can any where behold: it is 
also clothed \\'ith verdure, rlislinguished by trees, and adorned 
",ith a variety of beautiful decoralious ; whereas, to a specta
tor placed on one of the planets, it wears a uniform aspect; 
looks all luminous : and no larger than a spot, To beings 
who dwell at still greater distances, it entirely disappears. 

2 That whkh we call alternately the morning and the even· 
ing star, (as in one pal t of the orbit she rides foremost ill tbe 
procession of night, in the oth!'r ushers in and anticipates the 
dawn,) is a planetary world. This planet, and the four others 
that so wonderfully vary their mystic dance, are in themselves 
dark bodies, and shine only by reflection; have fields, and 
seas and skies of their own; are furnished with all accom· 
modations for animal subsistence, and are supposed to be the 
abodes ofintellectllal life; all which, together with ollr earth· 
ly hahitation,'are dependant on that grand dispenser of Divine 
muniiieence, the ,U!l; receive their li,l!;IJt from thedistriulllioD 
of his rays, 'lad derive their comfort f,"om his benign Jgl'l1cy. 

S The sun which seems to perform its daily stages through 
the sky, is, in this respect, fixed and immoveahle : it is tile 
great axle of heaven, about which the globe we illhabit, and 
other more spacious orbs, wheel their stated conrses. The 
Jiun though seemingly smaller than the dial it ilIl1min:ltes, i~ 
more than a million times larger than this whole enrth, on 
which so many lofty mountains rise, and such vast oceans 
roll. A line extending from side to side through the centre 
of that resplendant orb, would measure more than eight hun
dred thousand miles: a girdle formed to go round its circum
[erenee, would require a length of millions. 'Vere its solid 
contents to be estimated, the account would overwhelm OIH 
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understanding, and be almost beyond the power of language 
\0 express. Are we startled at these reports of philosophy! 

4 Are we reaely to cry Ollt in a transport of surprisp," How 
mighty is the Being who kindled so prodigious a fire; and 
keeps alive, from age to age so enormous a mass of flame !" 
let liS attend om philosophical guides, and we shall be brought 
ocquainted with speculations more enlarged and more in
ftaming. 

5 Tllis sun, with all its attendant planets, is hut a very lillIe 
part of the grand machine of the universe: e\'ery star, though 
in appearance no bigger than the diamond that glitters upon 
a lady'S ring, is really a vast glohe, like the SUIl in size amI 
in glory; no less spacious, no less luminolls, than the rania};t 
source of day. So that every star, is not barely a \\'orld, 
but the centre of a magnificent system: has a retinue of 
worlds, irradiated by its beams, and revol\'in~ round its at
tractive influence, a\l which are lost to our sight in unmea
s:.Hable wilels of ether. 

6 That the stars appear like so many diminutive, and 
lIcarcely distinguishable points, is owning to their immense 
and ineonceivable distance. Immense and inconceivable 
indeed it is, since a ball shot from the loaded cannon, and 
tlying with unabated rapidity, must travel, at this impetuous 
rate, almost seven hundred thousand years, befure it could 
.reach the nearest of these twinkling luminaries. 

7 While beholding this vast expanse, I learn my own ex
treme meanness, I would al<o discover the abject littleness of 
all terrestrial things. 'Vllal is the earth, Wilh all her ostenta
tious scene>, compared with this astonishing grand furniture 
of the skies? What but a dim speck, hardly perceiv"bJe in 
tbe map of the universe. 

S It is observEd by a very judicious writer, that if the sun 
hiJllself, which enlightens this part of lhe creation were px
tinguished, and all the host of planetary worlds, which move 
about him, were annihilated, they \\"ouILl not be missed by an 
eye that can take in the whole compass of nature, any moro 
than a grain ofsand upon the sea shore. The bulk of which 
they consist, and the space which they occupy a~e so exceed
ing;ly little in comparison of the whole, that theIr loss would 
scarcely leave a blank in the immensity of God's works, 

9 If then, not our globe only, but this whole system, be 
so very diminutvie, what is a kingdom, o~ a count~y? ~Vhllt 
are a few lordships or the so much admired patrlmomes of 
tbolle wbo are stYl~d wealthy? When I measure them with 
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my OWII little pittance, the), ,well into proud and bloated di
mensions: hut \'I"hen I take the universe for my standard, how 
icanty is their size! how contemJltiLle their figure! They 
shrillk into pompous nothings. ADDI80!'!. 

SECTIO~ XV. 

OJillte power oj Custom, and the uses to which it may be applied 

There is not a common saying, which has a better turn 
of sense in iI, than ~ hat we of tell hear in the mouths of tlie 
vulgar, th<lt ,. Custom is a seconci natllre.'· It is indeed ablll 
to form the man anew; and give him inclination and ca
pacities altogether different frolll those he was born with. 
2:\ persoll who is addicted to play or gaming,lhough he took 

hut little delight in it at first, by degrees contracli so strong 
all indination tow:Hds it, and gives himself lip so entirely tIl 
it, that it ,eems the only end of his being. The Im'e of a 
rPtired 01 busy life \\ ill grow upon a mall insensibly, as he 
i. conversant in the one or the other, till he is utterly unqua
lified (or rdishing that to which he has been fOI" some lima 
(Iisu~ed. 

S Nay, a man may sllloke. or drink, or tll.ke ~nu(f, till he is 
unable to pass away his time without it; not to melltion how 
our delight in any particular study, art, or sience, rises and 
impr,)v"s, in proportion to the application which \\ e bestow 
IIpon it. Thus what was at first an exercise, becomes at 
length an entertainment. Our emploJments are changed 
into diversions. 'rho mind grows fond of those actions it is 
al:clIstomed to; and is drawn with reluctancy from lho>e 
p.nh5 in which it has been used to walk. 

·1 I f we attentively consider this property of humau natme, 
it may instruct us in \ery fine moralities. In the- first l.tac!', 
I ,,"ould have no man discouraged with that kind of life. or 
Jleries of action, in which the choice of others, or his own 
neces5itie~, may have engaged him. It may, perhaps, be 
very disagreeably to him ,at first; but ule and applicatioN 
·,,,ill certainly render it not only less painful. but pleasing 
and satisfactory. 

!i In the second place, I would recommend to ever)' OTle, 
the admirable precept, which Pythagoras is said to hale 
gi\'en to his disciples, and which the philosopher must have 
drawn from the observation I have enlarged upon; .. Pitch 
IIpon that course of life which is the most excellent, alld CUi

tom will render it the most deIightf~I.·' 
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fI '\ten, 1\'hose drcumstances will permit them to choose 
heir own way of life, are inexcusable if they do not pursue 
hilt \\'hich their judgment tells them is the most laudable. 
fhe I'oiee of reason is lIlore to be regarded, than the bent of 
my present inclination i since by the rule above mentioned, 
IIclination will at length come over to reason. though we CUI 

IHer furce reason to comply with inclination. 
1 In the third place, this observation may teach the mOit 

lensual and irreligious man, to overlook those hardships and 
iifficulties which are apt to discourage him from the prose. 
:utioll of a virtuous life ... The gods," said Hesiod," have 
placed laboLlr before \'irtue i the way to her is at first rough 
Uld difficult, but grows more smooth and easy the farther wit 

.dunce in it." The man who proceeds in it with sieadinesl 
lnd resolution, will in a little time, find that" her ways are 
!fays of pleasentness, and that all her paths are peace." 

8 To enforce this consideration, we may further obsene. 
:hat the practice of religion will not only be attended with 
,hat pleasure which naturally accompanies those actions to 
which we are habituated, but with those supernumerary joy. 
~r heart that rise from the consciousness of such pleasure; 
rrom the satisfaction of acting up to the dictate. of reason. 
and from the prospect of a happy immortality. 

II In the fourth place, we may learn from'this observation, 
which we have made on the mind of man, to take particular 
Clre, when w" are once settled in a regular course of life, how 
we too frequently indulge ourselves in even the most itmocent 
diyenions and entertainments; since the mind may iDlen· 
libly fall off from the relish of virtuous actions, and by 
degrees, exchange thal pleasure which it takes in the per
rormance of its duty, for delights of a much inferior and 
an unprofitable nature. 

10 The la,t me which I shall make of this remarkable 
property in human nature, of being delighted with those 
actions to which it is accustomed, is, to show how absolutel,. 
Decessary it is for us to gain habits of \'irtue in this life, if 
,,'e would enjoy the pleasures of the next. The state of 
bliss we call heaven, will not he capable of affec.ting tho~e 
I1linds which are not thus qualified for it; we must. in thi~ 
world, gain a relish for truth and virtue, if we would be able 
10 taste that knowledge and perfection, which are to make 
us happy in the next. The seeds of those spiritu'll joys and 
raptures, which are to rise up and flourish in the soul to all 
eternity m.l!st be planted in it during 'his its present stato of 
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probation. In sht'l't, heaven is not to be looked upon only 
as the reward, but as the natural effect as a religious life. 

SECTION XVI. 
The pleasures resulting from a proper use of our Facultie~. 

HAPPY that man .. who, unembarrassed by vI11gar cares, 
master of himself, his time, and fortune, spends his time in 
making himself wiser; and his fortune, in making others 
(and therefore himself) happier; who, as the will ann un
derstanding are the two ennohling faculties of the soul, tI inks 
himselfnot complete, tillhis understanding is beautified with 
the v.lluable furniture of knowledge, as well as his will en
riched with every virtue; who has furnished himself with ~n 
the advantages to relish solitude, and enliven conversation: 
who, when serious, is not sullen; and when cheerful, not 
indiscreetly gay; whose ambition is not to he admired for II 

f .. lIse glare of greatness, but to be belov~d f()l the gentle and 
sober lustre of his wisdom and goodness. 

2 The greatest minister of state has not more uusiness to 
do in a public capacity, than he, and indeed every other 
man may find in the retired and still scenes of life. Even 
in his private walks, every thing that is visible convinces hilu 
there is present a Being invisible. Aided by natural phj.Jo
sophy, he reads plain, legible traces of the Divinity in ever, 
thing he meets: he sees the Deity in every tree, as well as 
Moses diQ in the burning bush, though not in so glaring /I 

manner: and when he sees him, he adores him with the tri
bute of a greatful heart. SEED. 

SECTION XVII.· 

Description of Candour. 

TRU~ oandour is altogether ditt:erent from that guarded,. 
1Il0ffenSIve I~ngllag .. , and that stll(hed openness of behaviour 
which we so frequently'meet with amon a Illen of the world. 
Smiling, very oft~n, is the aspect, and s~looth are the word! 
ofthose, who, inwardly, are the most ready to tbink evil uf 
othe.l"s. That candour which is a Christian virtue, consists, 
not III fail'lless of speech, hut in f<tirness of beart. 

!! I~ m.ay want t~e blandishment of external courtesy, but 
8t1p~1ies Its place With a humane and generous liberality of 
sentl.menl .. Its manners are unaffected, and its professions 
cord!a.1. Exempt, on one hand, from the dark jealousy of Ii 
IiUSPICIOUS mind, it is no less removed, on the other, frolll that 
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aasy credtJl.ity which is im~osed o~ by every speciou9 pre
tence. It IS perfect.ly consistent ~lth extensive knol'l'lcdge 
}f the, world, and with due attentIOn to our own safety. 

S l.n that variolls intercou~se, which we are obliged to colTry 
)Jl with persons of every dIfferent character, suspicion. to a 
:ertain degree, is a necessary guard. .It is only when it ell
:eeds the bounds of prudent caution, that it degenerates into 
,ice. There is a proper mean between undistinguished ere
luIity, and universal jealousy, which a sound understanding 
lisoerns, and which the man of candour studies to pre
lerve. 

4 He makes allowance for the mixture of evil with gooe.! 
~bich is to be found in every human character. He expect:> 
lOne to be faultless, and he is unwilling to believe that thera 
s any without some commenda!Jle qualities. In the midst of 
nany defects, he tall discover a virtue. lind.er the influence 
If. personal resentment, he can be jmt to,tllC merit of an 
loemy. , ' 

:) He never lends·an open ear to those defamatory report. 
IOd dark suggestions, which DUlOng,the tribes of the cell,o
ious, circulate with so much rapidity, and Ineet with so read., 
.cceptance. He is not hasty to judge.; and he requires fuil 
.vidence before he will condemn. 

6 .\5 long as an action can beascribeu to difrerent motives, 
Ie holds it as no mark of sagacity to impute it :,llVays to the 
rorst. \Vhere there is just ground for doubt, he keeps hii 
IH!gment undecided; and during the period of suspense. 
eans to the most chal'itable construction which an action can 
'l'ar. \Vhen he must condemn, he condemns with regret; 
nd without those aggravations which the seHrity {If other~ 
ellis to the crime. He listens calmly to the a,polo.2:Y of tbe of
ender, and readily admits every extenuatillg cirul1nSlallOe, 
'Rich equity can suggest. 

7 How, Illuch soe,'er he'may Wallie the principks of :lOy 
(Jet or party,' he never confounds,lUlder one geneml -c en Soure, 
Jl whQ belong to that party or sect. lIe ch~rges them 110t 

lith such consequences of their tenets, as they tefl1sc :1l1c1 
isavow. From ,one wtong opinion. he'does not infer the 
Ilbversion of all sound principles, liar from one bad actioll 
onclude that all re"ard to cOllscience is ovel'lhruwn. ' " 

8 'Vhen he " bel~olds the mote in his brother's eye," he 
emelllbers .. the ueam in his own." He col'Jl!T.iserates liu
lall frailly, aud judges,of others acconlillg to the princ!ples, 
y wbich he wo"Jd think it reasonable that they .hollJ'JuQ&e 
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or him. Ina word, he view. men and a.ction. in the clear 
f,ull!hine of charity and good nature i and not in lhat dar" 
and lullen sbade which jealousy and party spirit tbrow OHr 
~11 cllaracteu. BL.ua. 

SECTIOi'l XVIII. 
Ott th __ imperfection oj that Happiness which Ttlt. ,old!) (.Ill 

Wordly Pleasures. 

THy. vanity of human pleasure!, is a topic which might he 
~mbelished with the pomp of much description. But 1 shlill 
.tudiously avoid exaggeration, and only point out a threll' 
fold vanity in human life, which every impartial observer 
,',mnot but admit, disappointment in pursuit, dissatisfactioll 
ill enjoyment, uncertainty in possession. 

! First, disappointment in pur~uit. "'hen 'lVe look around 
U5 on the world, we every where behold a busy multitude, in
tent on the prosecution of various designs, which their wanta 
or desireii have iuggested. 'Ve behold them employing eyer, 
method which ingenuity can devise i some the patience (,f 
jndu.try, some the boldness of enterprise, others the dexteri
ty of stratagem, in order to compass their ends. 

5 Of this incessant stir and activity, what is lhe fruit! in 
(;omparison of the crowd who have toiled in vain, how small 
is the number of the successful! Or rather, where is the man 
who will declare that ill every point he has completed hi. 
,.Ian, and attained his utmost wish 1 

" No extellt of human abilities has been able to di~co,er a 
path which, in any line of life, leads unerringly to succes~, 
"The race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to tha 
,trong, nor riches to men of understanding." We may form 
our plans with the most profound sagacity, and with the m05t 
,igilent caution may guard against dangers on every sidE'. 
But some unforeseen occurrence comes across, which baf
tles our wisdom, and lays our labours in the dust. 

a Were such disappointments confined to those who 3!

pire at engrossing the higher departments of life, the misfor
tune would he le5~. The humiliation of the mighty, and thl! 
1'.111 of ambition from its towering height, little concern thl'! 
l.ulk of mankind. These are objects on which, as 011 dis
tant meteors, they gaze from afar, without drawing personal 
inlltrnction from events so much above them • 
. 6 But alas! when we descend into the regions of llrivat8 

Me, we find dis.appointment and.blasted hop.e equal1y preu
r.nt lAere. Neither the moderation of our nell'l, nor the jUl-
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tice of our pretensions, can ensure success. But" time and, 
chance happen LO all." Against the stream of events both 
the worthy and the undeserving are obliged to struggle i ilnd 
both are frequently overborne alike by the current. 

7 Besides dis3\JointmeJlt in pursuit, dissatisfaction in en
joyment is a farther vanity, to which the human state is sub
ject. This is the severest of all morliiications i aftel' having 
been successful in the pursuit, to lJe barned in the enjoyment 
itself. Yet this is to he ("und an evil still more general than 
lhe tormer. Some may be so fortunate as to attain what 
they have pursued: but none are rendered completely happy 
Ly what they have attained. 

8 Disapointed hope is misery; and yet successful hope i" 
only imperfect bliss. Look through all the ranks ofmanliind. 
Examine the condition orthose who appear mOSl prosperous; 
and you will find that they are never just what they desire to 
be. If retired, they languish for action; ifbusy, they com, 
plain of fatigue. If in middle life, they are impatient for dis
tinction: ifin high stations, they sit;h after freedom and ease. 
f:omething is still wanting to that plenitude of satisfactioll, 
which they expected to acquire. Together with every wish 
that is gratified, a new uemand arises. One "aid opens in the 
heart as another is filled. On wishes, wishes grow; and to 
tbe end, it is rather the expectation of what they have not, 
than the enjoYlllentofwhat they hal e, which occupies and in
terests the most slIccessful. 

11 This dissatisfaction in the midst of human pleasurl1, 
'P"jogs partly from the nature of om enjoyments themselves, 
aDe! partly from cirCllmstal:ces which corrupt them. No 
worldly enjoyments are aJequnte to the high uesires and pow
ry. of an immortal spirit. Fancy jlaints them at a distanclJ 
11ith splend.d colours; iJut possession unveils the fallacl' 
'fhe eagerness of passion bestows IIpon them, at fir,!, a brisk 
and li,'ely relish. But it is their fate always to pall by farui
IiMity, and sometimt·s to pass froln saliety inlo disgmt. 

10 Happy would the poor man thin\; hilll~elf if he could 
enter on all the pleasures of the rich; and happy for a short 
time he might be; but before he hat! long contempl<lted ant! 
admired his state, his possessions 1I'0uld seem to lessen, and 
hi; cares would grow. 

11 Add to the unsOitisfying n:J.ture of our pleasures, the at~ 
tending circumstances whic h never fail to corrupt them. 
Fur such as they are, they are at no lime possessed unmixed. 
'l'o human lips it ii not given to taste the cup of pure JOT' 

N 
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,,;,'hen external circumstances show fairest to the world, the 
envied man groans in private U1ider his own burden. Some 
vexation disquiets, some passion corrodes him; some distress, 
either felt or feared, gnaws, like a worm, the root of his fe
licity. \\Thcn there is nothing from without to disturb the 
Fl"osperous, a secret poison operates within, For worldy 
happiness ever tends to destroy itself, by corrupting the heart. 
It fosters the loose and the violent passions. It engenden 
110xious habits; and taints the mind with false delic'lcy, which 
makes it feel a thousand unreal e\'iis. 

)! But put the case in a most favoural1le light. Lay aside 
fl'OlI1 human pleasures both disappoilltl1lent in pursuit, and 
t'cceitfulness in enjoy\lJent; sLlppo:;e them to be fully attain
r.ble, and completely satisfactory; still there remains to be 
cUllsidered the vanity of' uncertaill possl1ssion and short dura
tion. 'V ere there in worldly things any fixed point of secu
rity which we conlt! gain, the mind 1I'0uid then have some 
ba,is 011 which to rest. , 

L3 But ollr conditiun is snch, that every thing waven aDd 
totters around ns. "Boast 110t thyself of to-morro IV ; (or 
thou Imo\\'est not what a day may brillg forth." It is mlH:b 
if, during its course, tholl hearest not of somewhat to di"quiet 
Ot' alarm thee. Fol' life never proceeds IOHg, in a ul1iform 
train. It is "ontinlla!!y varied by unexpected evpnts. 

11 The seed~ of ,dlerarion are (;I'l'ry where w'.I'n: and the 
~ullshine of prosperity commonly accelerates their growth. 
If our enjoyments are numeWlIS, II e lie more open on dif
ferent ,idc5 to be wounded. If lI'e have piJ>s~s~ed them long, 
we hal'e greaier calise to dread an approaching change. By 
510w t!egrees prosperity rises; but rapid is the progress of 
;l\·il. It re'lllires uo preparation to hring it fU:'lvard. 

) 5 Tht et!ifice which il eost milch time and hbom to erect, 
(1I1~ illallSjlicious event. OIiP suJden blow, can level I"ith the 
(LIst. Even snpposing the ac"ident~ of life to leave us un
tOIlGhen, hUIIHIl bliss must still be transitory; for man changee 
or himself. No course 0: elljl,yment call delight us long. 
'Vhat amused ollr YOllth, loses its charm in maturer age. 
As vt':tl'S adl'ance, our pl)wers are blullted, ant! our plf.Hltr
",hie feelinc:s dee\ine. 

1 G The silent I.lpse of time is el'er c;urying ~I)me\\'hat from 
UI till at length the period comes, whell all must be swept 
a"'ay. The prospect or this terminatioll of our labours a.lld 
VUrilUilS, is ~umeicnt ta nnrk our ~t~te \Ii"h vanity. "Our 
dayl are a holnd's breadth, and Olll' age i .. as n()thing." 'Vith
iD.. tlla.t lit: Ie space is all our enterprise bOl,;,oded. \\' e crowd 
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it with toils and c"re~, with contention and strU·e. 'Ye pro
ject great desi:.;ns, entertain hi,:,;h hopes, and then leave our 
plau.i unfinished, and sink il!tn oblivion. 

17 This Illuch let it suffice to have said concerning the 
vanily of the world. That too much h;}s not been said, lIIust 
appear to erery one \\ ho cunsiders h()\v generally mall kind 
lean to the oppo,ite side; all~ how often, by uudue attach
llIent to the pr,"sellt state, they both feed the most sinful pa,
simi!, and" pierce 'themsel'ies through with many sorrows," 

BLAIR. 

SECTIO~ XIX. 
F1'Twt are i.'.e real and solid cnjo]fmcnts 0/ Human Life. 
IT must be admitted, that unmixed and complete happi

ness is unknown on earth. 1\0 regnlation of conduct call 
altogether prevent pas~ions from c1i~,urbjng uur peace, and 
rni,fortunes from wuunding our heart. Hut after this con
cession is Illade. will it fol/ow, lilal there is no ohject on earth 
which dpserves our p1ll'sllit, or that all enjoynlent become~ 
contcmptiLJle which is not perft"ct ? Let us sUI"I'ey our state 
with an impartial eye, and be ju~t to tile various gifts of 
Heaven. 

2 Ho\v vain soever this life, considered in itself, may be, 
the comforts and hopes of religion are sufficient to give soli
diry to the enjoyments of the righteous. In the exercise of 
good affections, and the testimony of an approving con
science; in the sense of peace and reconciliation with G:~;i, 
through the great Redeelller of mankind; if, toe firm confi
dence of being conducted through all the trials uf life, by in
finite Wisdom and Goodness; and in the joyful prospect of 
arriving, ill the end, at immortal felicity. they pos"ess a hap
piness which descending from a purer and more perfect re
gion than thi!, world. partakes not of its vanity. 

S Besides the p-njoYlllents peculhr to rtligioll, there are 
other pleasures ofulH present qate, which, though of an in
feriol' order, 11l11~t not he o.'erlooked in the estimate of human 
life. rt is necessary to call the intention to these. in ordt:r 
to cheel. that repini;Jg, and unthankful spirit 10 which man i, 
all'.'ay', too prone. 
, 4 ~()me degree of importance !l1llSt be allowed to the com
forts ofheailh, to till' iniloceut gr,lIifications of sense, and to 
ti.centel'tailJ!llentaffurded us by all the beautiful sccnesofn<l
t!lre j some to the purslIhs and harmless alllllSClllents of social 
life; and lilore to the illternai enjoymellts of thought and rc
fiitction, and to the plea~ures of a1T,~ct:onate intercourse with 
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tho~~ whom we love. These comforts ?,re cfteri held in too 
Imy estimation, merely because they are ordinary and COIO

man; although that is the circumstance which ought, in rea
son, to enhance their value. They lie open, ill some degree, 
to all i extend through every rank of life; and fill up agrre
aLly many of those splices in Olll" present existence which ant 
not occupied with higher objeets, or with serious cares, 

5 From this represPlltatioll, it appears, that notwith~tand
ill& the vanity of the world, a consideraLle degree of comfOit 
is attainable in the preselJt state, Lct the recollection of this 
serve to reconcile us to Ollr condition, and to rcprE'~~ the al"l'o
~allce of aompJainrs and murlTlurs,-\Vhat art thuu, 0 SOil 

of III all ! who, havilJg ~prlln!! lilt yesterday ont of the dllst, 
d,l\"c~t to lift up thy ,'uj,,,, agai;lst tby i\laker, and to 'lrraign 
his Providence, !.Jccaust; all things are not ordered according 
to Ihv wish 7 

G \-Vhat title hast than to find f,mlt with the order of tha 
universe, whose lot is so much beyond what thy virtue or me
rit gave thee ground to claim! Is it nothing to thee to hav, 
heen introduced into this magnificicnt world i to have been 
admitted as a spectatoroflhe Divine wisdom and works; and 
10 h'lve h~ld access to all the comforts which nature, with 1\ 

bountiful hand, has poured forth arollnd thee 7 Are all the 
hours furgotten whi,~h thou has passed in ease, io camilla
cency, or joy? 

7 Is it a small favour in thy eyes, that the hand of Divine 
Mercy has been stretched forth to aid thee; and,· If tholl re
ject not its proffered assistance, is ready to conduct thee to a 
happier state of exisiell(,~ 1 When thou comparest thy con
dition with thy desert, blush, and be a~hamed of thy com
plaints. Be silent, be grateful, and adore. Reccive with 
thanHulne<s the blessings which are allowed thee. Revere 
that government which at present refuses thee more. Rest 
i:1this conclusion, that though there are evils in the world, its 
Creator is wise and good, and has been bountiful to thee. 

BLAIR. 

SECTION XX. 
Scalf of Beings. 

THOUGH there is a great deal of pleasu~re ill contemplatin~ 
the material world, by which I mean, that system of bodies 
into which nature has so curiously wrou:::ht the m'lss of dead 
matter, with the several relations that those bodies bear to 
one another; there i, still, methinl(s, something more wonder
ful aod 5urprising, in contemplation on the wOlld of life; bl 
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which I intend, all those animals with which Her}" part of tllf' 
universe is fmni,!Jed. The malerial world i, ollly thc shell 
of the universe: the world of life are its inhabitants . 

.2 If we consi,ler those parts of the material world, which 
lie the nearest to u<, and are therefore subject to our obser
vation, and enquiries, it is amazing to consi'dcr the infinity of 
animals with which they are stocked. Even' part of matter 
is peopled; every green leaf swarms with inlBbitants. There 
is scarcely a single hUlIlour in the body of a man, or of any 
other animal, in \\hich our glasses do not discover myriads 
ofliving creatures. \Ve find, even in the most solid bodies, 
as in marble itself, innumerable cells and ca vities, which ar" 
crowded with imp"rrcptitie inhabit'lllts, too little for the na
ked eye to t1iscull'Y. 

5 On the other hand, if we look into the more bulLy par!~ 
of nature, we see the seas, lakes, and rive15, teeming with 
numberless kinds of living creature,. \\'e finJ every moun
tain !lnd marsh, wilrlernes, anrl wooll, pleniifully stocked with 
birds and beasts; al'U epry part of matter alrording pro;,er 
necessarjr-s 'In I conveniences, for the Ii I'elihood of the multi
tudes which il.hablt it. 

4 The author of" thc Plurality of ".;-or:ds," dral'S a \'('(y 

good argulnent from this cOllslderati)O, for tire peoplillg (:, 
every planct ; as indeed it secms I'ery pro:)ahle, from t!le an
alogy ot' reason, that if no part of matter, with wli'Lii we :U8 

acquaintec1, lies waste and useless, those .~rcater bo{Lt~, II hif'h 
are at ~11('h a dh'al,cf from liS, are not desert and unpeople.i; 
but rathcr, that they are furnished ",ith ueings adapted to 
their resp ,C', ive situations. 

5 Existellc~ is a blessing to those beings o'ily I\hiclr are 
endowed with perc/.'J'tion ; and is in a nHlnner thrown away 
upon dead matter, any fu"II'er than as it is subservient to 
beings whicL are C )I1sciotls of their existcnce. Accordingly 
we find, fl'Ol1~ the badie, which lie under onrobservation, that 
matter is only made as the basis and support of animal!; 
and tlrat there is no more of the one than what is necessary 
for the C~ istencc of the other. 

6 Infinite Gaor:ness is of so communicative a natme, that 
it seems to delight in confe:'ring existence upon every (~t'gree 
of perceptive being. As this is a speCUlation, which I have 
often pursued with gr,~at pleasme to myself, T <hail enlarge 
further upon it, by considerillg til'll part of tile scale of bo
ings, whicll comes withil' our knowledge. 

7 There art) some living crc;rtnres, which are raised but just 
above dead matter. To mention only that species slrell-thh, 

N" 
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w1lich is formed in the fashion of a cone; that grow5 to the 
~urface of several roclls; and immediately dies, on being se
'fered from the place where it grew. There are many other 
creatures but one remove from these, which have no other 
.ense than that offeeling '1nd taste. Others have still an arl
ditional one of he~ ring; others of smell; alld others of sight. 

s It is wonderful to observe, hy wh,lt a gradual prog.ess the 
world of life ad vances, through a prodigious va riely of species, 
before a creature is formed that is complete in all its senses: 
and even alnollg these, there is such a 'different rlegree of per
fection, in the sense which one animal enjoys beyond what ap
pears in another, that thollgh the sense in dill"erellt animals ii 
distinguished by the same common denomination, it seems 
almost of a differellt nature. 

9 If, after this, we look into the several inward perfectioni 
of cllnning>lOd sagacit)" or what we generally call in~tinct. 
we find them rising, after the sallie manner, imperceptibly 
one above another; and receiving additional illlprovements, 
according to the species III which they are implanted. This 
progress in na!lIi"e is so very gradu'll, that the most f erfrct of 
an inferior sj)ecics, comes very near to the must illJperf~ct 
of'hat \\hich is immediately above it. 

10 The exuberant and overflowing goodness of the Su
preme Being. whose mercy extends to all his works, i, r:lain
Iy seen, as I h,lve befure hinted, in his having made so very 
little matter, at least what falls within our kllowledgc, that 
does not swarm with life. l'.'or is his goodness less seell in 
the diversity, than in the multitude of creatures. II,,'! I'e 
mad2 hut one species of animals, none of the rest would h,j ve 
enjoyed the happi?ess of existence: he h~s, tliereforr, spe
cijied, in his creatIOn, every degree of lif~, c\"ery cap'lci!! 
of being. 

11 The whole chasm of nature frolll a IJLcl! to a man, is 
tilled up with divers.kind of creatures, ri>II);.': one after ano
ther, by all ascent so gentle and easy, that the little transitiolli 
and deviations fro III one species to another, arc) almost insen
sihle. This intermediate space is so well hllsband<.d cnd 
managed, that there is scarcely a degree of perception, which 
docs not appear in some one part of the world of life. Is the 
goodness, or the wisdom of the Divine Being, more mallifcst
ed in this Iris proceeding. 

Il There j, a consequence, besides thos'! I have already 
Dlentioncd, which seems very natl,rally duJucible from tbo 
foregoin~ consideratiuns. If the scale of heing rises by so 
regular a progress, so high as man, we may, by parity of rea-
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50n, suppose, that it still proceeds grailually throhu~ t!loso 
beings whir.h are of a superior nature to hilll ; since thtlre i .. 
infinitely greater space and room for different degrees of per
fection, between the Supreme TIeing and man, than between 
man and the Illost despicable insect. 

13 In this great system of being, there is no creature !O 

wonderful in its nature, and which so Illuch desen"es our par
ticular attention, as man; who fills lip the middle 'pace be. 
tween the animal and the intellectual nature, the visible anci 
the invisible world: and who is that link in the chain ofbe!r;~, 
wuich furms the connection between both. So that he \1\11), 
in one respect, is associated with angels and archangels, and 
may look upon a being of infinite perfection as his father, and 
the highest Older of spirits as his brethren, lIJay, in another rt'
Ipect, ~ay to "corrnption, thou art my father," and to the 
worm, •. thou art my mother and Illy sister." ADDlSOl', 

SECTION XXI. 

Trust in the care oj Providence recommendal. 

MA N, considereil in himself, is a very helpless, Hnd a very 
.. retched being. He is subject every moment to the greatf'~t 
calamities and misfurtunes. He is beset with dangl'rs on all 
Bides j and may become unhappy by numberless ca,ualties, 
which he could not foresee, nor have prevented had he fur~ 
I('en them. 

2 It is our comfort, while we are obnoxious to so many acci
dents, that we arc under the care of ONE who directs contin
gencies, anrl has in his hands the management of every thing 
that is capable of annoying or offending ilS, who kilO" s tho 
assistance we stand in need of, and is always ready to besto,. 
it on those who ask it of him. 

S The natural homaa:e, which such a creature oll'e~ 10 ~:) 
bdlOitely wise and gootl a Being, is a firm reliance on him 
(or the blessings and conveniences of life; aml an habitual 
trust in him, for deliverance out of all such Gangers anc! dif
ficulties as may hefal us. 

4 The 1lI1n who always lives in this disposition o( mind, 
has not the s~ml' (brk anrl melancholy views 01 human natme, 
8S he who considers himself abstractedly from this relatiOll 
to the Supreme n.,ing. At the same time that he reflects 
apon his own weakness and imperfection, he comforts himself 
with the contemplation of those divine attributes, which aut 
employed for his safety, and his welfare. He finds his want 
Qf foresight made lip, by the omniscience of him WllQ i5 h~ 
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support. He is not sensible of his own want r,f strength, 
when he knolVs that his helper is Almighty. 

5 In short, the person who has a firm trust ;>1 tl,e Supreme 
Being, is powerful in his pOlVer, wise by his wisdom, happy 
by his h<.ll'pilless. lIe reaps the benefit of every divine attri
bute; anclloses his own insllfficiency in the fullll<:',s of infinitll 
perfection. To make our Ii Ves more easy tf) us, we are com
manded to pllt our tmst in him, who is thus able to relievs 
alld succour us; the Divine Goodness having milde ~uch a 
reliance a duty, notwithstanding we should have been mise
rable, had it ceen forbidden m. 

6 Among several motives, which might be made use of to 
recommend this dllty to us, I shall only take notice of thoss 
that rl'!l, 'IV. The first and stronge;t i-, th,lI we are promised 
he wiil not fail those who put their t:-mt i,) him. lhlt \\ithout 
oonsidering the supernatural blessing which accompanies thi> 
dl1~\', we ma:: ob,erve, that it has a natural (endency to its own 
reward; or, in other words, that this firm trust and ('onridence 
in the great Di~p()ser of all tllings, ~ontrihute vpry nlllch to the 
getting dear of any ;Jillirtion, or to the bearin.!;of it m . .mfuIlJ. 

7 A pers.m ,-,.h,) believes he has his succour at hand, aud 
that he acts ia :he sight of his frienel, often exerts himself Le
yond his abilities; and does wonders, that are not to be match
ed by one who is not animated with ~lll,h a confidence of 
success. Tn"t in the assistance of an ;\' mighty Being, 
naturally produces pJ.tiel1(e, hope, clirerfulllb', and all other 
dispositions of mind, which alleviate those c tlamaties that 
we are not able to remove. 

II The practice of this virtue admini;.ter5 gre'lt comfort to 
the mind of man, in timesofpoverty and afiliction; but rno~t 
of all, ito the ),Ot' r ordeath. \Vhen the soul is hovering, ill the 
last moments of its sCl'arJ.tioll ; when it is just entet ing on an
olher state of existeil'e, to converse with scenes, and objects, 
and cOl1lpanion~, that are altogether new; \Vlut can support 
her under sur il tremblings of thought, such fear, sud anxiety, 
such apprehensions, but the c,!sting of all her cares upon HIM, 

\\ lin first ga,'e her bcing; who has cOl1(luued her through 
one stage of it; .1'lc1 wilo will be all' a) s present, to guide and 
comfort hLr in her progress through eternity 1 ADDISON. 

SECTION XXII. 

Piety and Gratitude ellZ:~'m Prosperity. 

PIE.TY, anel gratitude to God, contribute, in a high degree, 
lo enhven prosperity. Gratitude is a pleasing E nloiion. Tho 



Can. IX. PROMISCUOUS PIECES. 

~ense of being d,istinguished by the kindness of another, glad
dens the heart, warms it with reciprocal affection, and give. 
to any possessiun which i, agreaule ill itself~ a double relish, 
from its being the giftofa friend. Favourscunferred by lIlen, 
I aclulowledge, may prove burdensome. For human virtue ii 
never perfect; anel sOllletimes UllI'easollaLle expectations on 
the one side, sometimes a mortifying sense uf dependence on 
the other, corrude in secret the pleasures of henefits, and con
,.ert the obligations of friendship into grounds of jealousy. 

'! nut nothing of this kind can affect the intercourse of 
I!I':ltitllde with I-leaven Its favours are whully disinterested; 
:llld with a gr,ltitllde the most cordial and unsuspicious, " 
goo~ rna:l looks III' to tbat Almighty Be!lef~ctor, who aims at 
110 end bnt the happil:ess of thosc whom he blesses, and who 
cl(',ires no retllrn from thelO, Lill a devout and thanl.Cul heart. 
While uthers can trace their prosperity to no higher source 
than a conCllrrence uf worldly causes; :mel, often, of l1Ieall 
or trifling incidents, which occasionally favoured their de
~igns; with what superior satisfaction does the servant of 
Got! relll'll!; the hand of that gracious Power which hath 
I'Rised him up; which hath happily conducted him through 
the various steps oC life, and crowned him with the m05t 
favourahle distinction beyond his equals 1 

S Let us farther consider, that not only gratitude f~r the 
pa-st, but a cheering sense of divine favour at the prese .. t, e9-
ters into the pions emotion. They are only the virtuo~ls, who 
ill their prosperous days hear this voice addressed to them, 
•• Co thy way, eat thy bread lIith joy, and drink thy wine 
,dth a cheerful heart; for God now accepteth thy works.'" 
He who is the author of their prosperity, gives them ,1 titla 
to enjoy, with compla-:ency, his own gift. 

4, While bad men snatch the pleasures of the world as by 
stealth, without COUrltcnance from the great Proprietor of the 
world, the ri;;,hteous sit openly <101\"11 to the fcast of life, un
der the smile of approving heavcn. No -guiity fears damp 
their joys. The blessing of God rests upon all that they 
posses',; his protection surrounds tl:em; an~ hence, ~·i.1J ~he 
hahitations of the ri"hteolls, is found the vOIce of rejolclIlg 
lind salvation." A "Iustre unkllown to others, invests, in 
their sight, the whole face of nature. 

~ 'I'heil' piety reflects a sunshine from heaven upon the 
prosperity of the world; nnites in aile poi!lt of view,. tho 
ImilinCT aspect, Loth of the powers ahove, and of the objects 
belol?,'" Not only have they as full a relish as others, for the in
nocent pieasilres of lift', Lut, moreover, ill these they huld 
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to III III 1\ Ilion with th"ir divine llenE'factor. In all that bgood 
or (:Iii', they tr:\ce hi~ h;'lId. Frcwi the beauti(,., of nature, 
from the; lI'proven1ents of art, frol1l the enjoy ments of ,oeial 
life, they raise til(,ir al1"cnion to t:,,-, source oL,1I the happiness 
which surrolllitis them; and tiou'i "iden the "ph ere of their 
pleasures, Ly adding illtellectual, and spiritlldl, to earthly 
joys. 

6 For illustration ot' wlnt I h~'ie SOlie] on this head, remark 
that che"rfl1J el'ju:, !l1,:,nt of ,\ pr"'ll,'r,,", state, which king 
David had ',"il"ll he II'Iote the tlVentl'-lhirri psal:lI; anrl COil)' 

pare the big!:est plca'ilres of the I j'lt'll,r sinner, " ith the happy 
and s.-\tisfied spirit" hidl breath", tlllOll~:'OlJt that p,,1I1II. In 
the mhlst of the sl'lendonr of rnyalty, wit 11 II hat ami"hle sim
plicity of gr<llitude does he loo\; IIjl to tht> Lord as "his::' hcp. 
herd;" happier in ascribing all his succes~ \0 Divine fnvor, 
than to the policy of hi, cOllnci~" or to the force of his arms! 

7 How many inst:lIlces IIf elil !:J~ goor'h,ess ... rose hf)fure 
him in ple::t~ill;; rer;lel!lhrance, "hen witll SII ~h relish, ho 
speaks of the" green paslnres and ~till waters, be3ide which 
God had leJ him; of his cup which he hact m:OHle to overflow; 
"nd of the table which he had prepared for him in the presence 
of his eneillies!" With 1V!);}t perfect tral1qllility does he look 
forward to the time of his p.1ssillg through" the valley of the 
shadow of death;" unappalled by that spertre, whose most 
dist'1nt nppearance hlasts the prosperity of sinners! He fears 
no evil, as long as" the rod and the staff" of his Divine Shep
herd are "'ith -him; and, throllgh all the unknown periods of 
this an,1 of flltme existence, commits himself to his gUil1iince 
with seclIre allli triumpllJnt hnl:e: "~urely goodness and 
merey will follow me all thc eLI)'s of my life j and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Lor,l fllr ever." 

8 'Vhat a purified, sentimental elljoyment of pro&perity is 
here exhibited! Ho\\' different from that gn),s relbh of world
Iy pleasures, which belollgs to those \llw hehold only the ter
restrial side of thing.s; IIho rai,e their views to no higher 
objects than the slIccession of human contingellcies, -and tha 
weak efforts of human ability; II 110 \,;jV~ 110 protector or 
patron in the heavens, to enlil'en !heir prosperity, or to warm 
their hearts with gratitude :1110 tl'U,t ! BLAIII.. 

SECTION XXIII. 
riTtll.?, when dtfJ,lj TOot~d, iJ not sld,j,cl :v:llf influence of 

Fartulle. 
THE eity of Sidon h'lving ~UI'rendered to Alexander, he 

onJered Hepheslian to bestow the crown on him \. hom the Si-
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donians should think Illost worthy of that honor. Hephestian 
being at that time resident with t\l"O youn~ llJen of distinc
tion, offered them tile kingdom; but tIllY refused it telling 
him that it was contrary to the laws of hi, GOllntr)', to admit 
allY one to that honour, who was not of the royal family. . 

2 He then, h,wing expressed his aUluiration of their db~ 
interested spirit, desired them to name one of tbe royal race," 
who might remember that he hatll'eceived the crowll tllrouglio 
their hands. Overlooking many, \Iho would have been am
bitious of this high honour, they Clade choice of AbdolonJ
mus, whose singular merit had relldm'ed him conspicuous, 
even in the vale of obscurity. Though remotely related to 
the royal family, a series of misfortunes llad reduced him to 
the necessity of cultivating a garden, for a slllall stipeLd, 
in the suburbs of the city. 

It 'Vhile Abdolonymus was busily employed in weeding 
his garden, the two frit!lds of Hephestian, bearing in their 
hands the en~igns of royalty, appro;tched him, and saluted 
him king. They i!lformt:d him that Alexander llad ap
pointed him to that office; and required him i'l,llldiJ[~]y 
to exchange his rustic garb, and ul.ll,ils of husbandry, for 
tbe regal robe and sceptre. At the "till(' tillle, tilt,)' ad
mODi~hed hLn, when he should Le seated on the thron", 
and have a nation in his power, not 10 forget the humh]a 
coodition from wllich he had IJeen r"is~d. 

4- All this, at thc first; appeared to Abdolonymus <1S an il
lusion of the fancy, or an insult offered to his povcrty. He 
requested them not to troulJle hill~ farther nith lheir impe.
cinent je,s!s; anI! to find spmc other way of amusing them
selves, which might leave him in the peaceable enjoyment 
of his obscure habitation. At length, however, they con
vinced him, that they were serious ill their proposal; and 
prevailed upon him to accept the regal office, and accom
pany them to the palace. 

S No sooner wa~ he ill possessioll of the gO\'ernment, 
than pride and emy created him enemies; who whispered 
their murmurs in ever\, place, till at last they renhed the 
ear of Alexander. lie commanded the new elected prjnce 
to be sent lor; and ir~'iuired of I,im, u'ith what tempS- of 
mind he had bornc his I/oyer!y. .. Wouhl to Heaven," IC

plied Abdolonymus, .. tl. ,t I may be alJle to bear my crown 
whh equal moderati,)n: for when I possessed little, I wanted 
nothing: tllese hands supplied lIle with wlmtever I desired." 
F'rom this answer, Alexander formed so high an idea of hia 
lI'ilidom, that hecunfirmed the choice which had been made; 
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~ntf annexed a neighbouring province to the government of 
~irloo. QUINTUS CURTIUii. 

SECTION XXIV. 
The Speech of FABRICIUS, a Roman AmbassadOT, to King 
'. '. eyrrhus, who attempted to bribe him to his interests, bJl 
~: t);eojj'er of a great sum of money. 
Ii.,WI~n:,1egard to my poverty I the king has, Indeed, been 
~stly W~l'Ined. My whole estate consists in a house of but 
mean appear'lnce, and a little spot of ground; from which, 
b,. m,. OIm labour, I draw my support. But if, by an,. 
means, thou h~st been persuaded to think that thi~ povert,. 
renders me of less consequence in my own country, or in 
any degree unhappy, thou art greatly deceived. 

!i! I have 1I0 reason to complain of furtune: she suppl1ee 
me with all that nature requires; and if I am without su
perfluities, I am also fl'ee from the desire of them. \Vitb 
these, 1 confess 1 should he more able to Sl1cc(,ur the neces
.itous, the only advantage for which the wealthy are to b, 
envied; but slllall as my possessions are; r C'in still contri
bute something to the support of the state, and the assist
ance of my friends. 

:I With respect to honour;, my country places me, pooc 
lit I am, upon a level with the richest: for Rome knolVs DO 

qualifications for great employments, but virtue and ability. 
t5he appoints me to officiate in the most august ceremoniel 
,.f religion; she intrusts me "ilh the command of her ar
Inies; she confides to my care the most important negoci
alions. l\Iy poverty does not lessen the weight anu iuflu
ence of my counsels in the senate. 

4 The Roman people honour me for that ,'ery povert,., 
which King Pyrrhus cOI15iders a' a disgrace. They kno'" 
the mallY opportunities I have had to enrich myself, ,.ithout 
eensnre; they are convinced of my disinterested zeal for 
their prosperity: and if I have any thing to complain of, 
in the leturn they make me, it is only the excess of their 
applause. 'Vhat value, then, can I put upon thy gold and 
ailver! What king can add any thing to my fortune 1 Al
ways attentive to discharge the duties incumbent upon me, 
I have 3. mind free from self-reproach; and I bave an hone.t 
(awe. 

SECTION XXV. 
. Cltaractu of JAMES I. of England. 

No prmce. so little enterprising and so inoffensIve, was 
ever 10 much exposed to tbe opposite extremes of calumny 
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and flattery, of satire and panegyric. And the factions 
which began in his time, being still continued, have made 
his character be as much disputed to this day, as is COIll

wonly that of princes who are our contemporaries. 
:Z Many virtues, however, it must be owned, he was pos

flessed of; but not one of them pure, or free from the con.
tagion of the neighbouring vices. His generosity bordei'ed 
on profusion, his learning on pedantry, his pacific disposi,: 
tion on pusillanimity, his wisdom on cunning, his friendship' 
on light fancy and boyish fondness. 

S While he imagined that he was only maint3'ining his 
eWII anthority, he may perhaps be suspected in some of hi~ 
actions, anrl stillmore of his pretensions, to have encroached 
on tne liberties of his people. \Vhile he endeavoured, by 
an exact neutrality, to acquire the good-will of all his neigh
bours, he was able to preserve fully the esteem and regal,1 
of none. His capacity was considerable, but fitt!'r to dis
course on general maxims, th'ln to conduct any intricate 
business. 
~ His intentions were just, but more adapted to the con

duct of private life, than to the gO\'ernment of kingdoms. 
Awkward in his person, and ungainly in his manners, he 
was ill qualified to command respect; partial and undiscern
ing in hi, affections, he was little fitted to acquire general 
love. Of a feeble temper, more than of a frugal judgment; 
exposed to our ridicule from his vanity, but exempt from 
our hatred by his freedom from pride and arrogance. 

5 And, upon the whole, it may be pronounced of his 
eharacter, that all his qualities were sullied with wealmess. 
and embellished hy humanity. Political courage he was 
eertainly devoid of; and from thence chiefly is derived the 
~trong prejudice, which prevails against hi~ personal bra
very: an inference, however, which must be owned, from 
~eJleral experience, to be extremely fallacious. HUME. 

SECTION XXV I. 
CUA.RLE3 V. Emperor of German,lj, resigns his Dominions. 

and retires from the World. 
THIS great emperor, in the plenitude of his power, and 

in possession of all the honours which can flatter the heart 
of man, took the extraordinary resolution, to resign his 
kingdoms; and to withdraw entirely from any concern in 
business or the affairs of this world, in order that he might 
spend the remainder of his dayli in retirement and lioliwde. o . 
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!! Though it requires neither deep reflection, nor extr;tor
dinary discernment, to discover that the state of royalty is 
/lot exempt from cares and disapointments ; though most of 
those who arc exalted to a throne, find solicitude, and satiety, 
and disgust, to be their perpetual attendants, in that envied 
pre-eminence; yet, to be sent voluntarily from thR supreme 
to a subordinate station, and to relinqui,h the possession of 
power in order to attain the enjoyment of happiness, seems 
to be an eilert too great for the human mind. 

s Se\'eral instances, indeed, occur in history, ofmonarcbs 
~,.ho have quitted a throne, and have endeLl their days in re
tirement. .uUl they II ere either weak princes, who took tllis 
resolution rashly, and repented ofit as soon as it lias taken; 
or unfurtunate princes, from whose halld some strong rival 
had wrested their sceptre, and compelled them to descend 
with reluctance into a private station. 

S Diuclesian is, perhaps, the only prince capable of hold
ing the reins of gOl'enunent, who ever re,i;ned them from 
deliberate choice; and who conti.lUed, during llIany years, tn 
enjoy the tranquiiIiiY of retirement, without fetching onll 
penitent sigh, or casting back one look of desire, towards tba 
power or dignity which he had abandoned. 

5 No wonder, then, that Charles's resignatiun should /ill 
all Europe with astonishment; and give rise, both among hi' 
contemporaries, and among the historians of that period, to 
various conjectures cOllcerning the motives IV hich detellllined 
:t prince, II hose ruli ng passion had been uni formly the love 0 f 
power, at the age of fifty-six, when objects of ambition operate 
with full force on the mind, and are pursued with the greateit 
udour, to take a resolution so singular and unexpected. 

6 The emperor, in pursuance of hisdeterll1iliatioll, having 
olSsembled the st'ltesof the Low Countries at Brussels, seated 
himsell, ler the last lime, in tbe chair of state: on one side 
of which was placed his 60n, and on the other, his sister thi 
IJueen of Hungary, re!;ent o( the r,etberland" \I ith a splen
diel retinue of tbe grandees of Spain and priuces of tho elll
pire standing behind him. 

; The president of the Council of Flanders, by his com
lI1and, explained, ill a few words, his intention in calling thili 
6l1:traordinary meeting of the states. II, then read the in
!trument of resignatiulI, by which Charll's sl\I"rendered to hi!> 
son Philip all his territories, jurisdiction. and authority in th~ 
L?w C~untries ; absoll ing his subjects there frolll tlleir oath 
,,( allegIance to him, which he required them to transfer to 
l'hilip hi.la.wful heil'; and to Urn him with the same loyal-
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ty and zeal that they had manifested, during so long a cours. 
of years, in support of his government. 

8 Charles then rose from his seat, and leaning on the shoUl
der of the prince of Orange, because he was unable to stand 
without sllpport, he addressed himself to the andience; and, 
from a paper which he held in his hand, in order to assist his 
memory, he recounted, with dignity, but without ostentation, 
all the great things which he had undertaken and performed 
~illce the commencement of his administration. 

9 He observed, that from the seventeenth year of his age, 
he had dedicated aIr his thoughts and attention to public ob
jects, reserving ne portion of his time for the indulgence of 
his ease, and very little for the enjoyment of private plea
sure: that either in a pacific or hostile manner, he had visi
ted Germany nine times, Spain six times, France four time~, 
Italy seven times, the Low Countries ten times, England 
twice, Africa as often, and had made eleven voyages by sea; 
that while his health permitted him to discharge his duty, 
and the vigour of his constitution was equal, in any degree, 
to the arduous office of governing dominions so extensive, 
he had never shunned labour, nor repined under fatigue; 
that now, when his health was broken, and his vigour ex
hausted by the rage of an incurable distemper, his growing 
infirmities admonished him to retire; nor was he SLl fond of 
reigning, as to retain the sceptre in an impotent hand, which 
was no longer able to protect his subjects, or to render them 
happy; that instead of a sovereign worn out with diseases, 
and scarcely half alive, he gave them one ill the prime of 
life, accustomed already to govern, and who added to the 
vigour of youth, all the attention and iii3gacity of maturer 
years; that if during the course of a long administration, 
he had committed any lllaterial error in government, or if, 
under the pressure of so many and great affairs, and amidst 
the attention which he had been obliged to give to them, he 
had either neglected or injured any of his subjects, he now 
implored their forgiveness; tliat, for his part, he should ever 
retain a grateful sense of their fidelity alld attachment, and 
would carry the remembrance of it along with him to the 
place of his retreat, as his sweetest consolation, as well a! 
the best reward for all his services; and in his last prayers 
to Almighty God, would pour forth his ardent wishes for 
their welfare. 

10 Then turning towards Philip, who fell on his lmees 
and kissed his father's hand, .. If," says he, "I had leftyoll 
by my death, this rich inheritance, to which I have madil 
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snch large additions, some regard would have been justly du.e 
to my memory on that account; but now, when 1 volunta
rily resign to YOll what I might have still retained, I may 
well expect the warmest expressions of thanks on your part. 
\Vith these, however, I despense: and shall consider your 
concern fo\' the wclf.lre of your subjects, and your love nf 
them as the hest and most acceptable testimony of yOUI' gra
titude to me. It is in your power, by a wise anti virtuous 
administration, to justi(y the extraordinary proof which I 
give this day of my paternal <tffection, and to demonstrate 
that YOll are worthy of the confidence which I repose in 
you. Preserve an inviuLdJle -regard for religion; llI<tintain 
the Catholic faith in its purity; let th~ laws of your coun
t.ry he sacred in your eyes; encroach not on the rights and 
privileges of your people; and if the time shall ever COllie, 
when you shall wish to enjoy the tranquillity of private life, 
may YOll hn ve a son endowpd with such qualities, that you 
r::'lll r(',i~ll your sceptre to him, with as much satisfaction as 
I give up mille to you." 

11 As soon as Charles had finished this long address to Qb 
subjects, and to their ne\v sovereign, he snnk into the chair, 
exhausted and ready to faint with the fatiglle of Sl) extraor
lIin'lry nil effort". During his discourse, the whole aurlienc8 
melted into tears; some from admiration of his magnani
mity; others softened by the expressions of tenderness to
wards his son, and of love to his people; anrl a'l were 
affected with the dp-epest sorrow, at losing a sovereign, who 
had distingui~hed the Netherlands, his natil-e country, with 
particular marks of his regard and attachment. 

SECTION XXVII. 
The same Subject continued. 

A FE W weeks after the resignation of the X etlleriartds, 
Charles, in an assembly no less splendid, and with a cere
monial equally pompous, resigned to his son the crowns or 
Spain, with all the territories depending on them, both in 
the old and in the new world. Of all these vast possessions, 
he reserved nothing for himsclf, but an annual pension of a 
hundred thousand crOWDS, to defray the charges of his fa
mily, and to alford him a small sum for acts of beneficence 
and charity. 

2. Nothing now remained to detain him from that retreat 
for which he languished. Every thin2; having bpen pre
pared some time for his voyage, he set Ol1t for Zuituurg in 
Zealand, \"ihere the fleet had orders to rcodezvous. In hbi 
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lV~y thither, he p~ssed through G!lent: ,anrl after slo~ping 
thrre a few d,,)"S, to incLdge that pleasing and tender melan
choly, ".lJich ari~es In every I'lan in the decline of life, Oil 

Tisiting the place of his nativity, and \'iel'dng the scenes and 
objects familiar to him in his early youth, he pursued his 
jJurncy, acr.omp~nird by hi, son l'hilip. Iii- daughter the 
~rchrlllches-, his sisters the dowager queens of France anel 
Hungary, l\laxilllilian his son-in-lalV, and a numerous reti-
1'11~ of the Flemish nobility. Before lie IVl'nt on board, he 
dismissed them, with marks of his attE'ution and regard; 
and taking leave of Philip with all the tenderness of a fa
ther who emhr~r.ed hi~ son for the 'last time, he ~rt sail 
nnrler convoy of a large fieet of Spanish, Flemish, and 
En~li,h ships, 

S Ili- voya~e was pr:Jsperous and agreeable; and he ar
ri,'P,rl at L:\I'C~do in n:'(',H" on the eleventh day after he left 
Zeabnrl. :\' soon as he lander!. lie fell prostrate on the 
r,ronnrl, anrl considering himself now as dead to the world, 
he kissed the earth, lind said, .. Naked came lout of my 
mother's womb, and naked I now return, to thee, thou com
mon mother of mankind." Prom Laredo he proceeded to 
Valladolid. There he took a last and tender leal'e of hi. 
two sisters; whom he would not permit to aceompally him 
to his solitude, though they entreated it with tears: not only 
that thp.y might have the consnlation of contributing, by 
their attendance and care, to mitigate or to sooth his suffer
ings, but that they mi:.:ht, reap instruction and benefit, by 

Joining with him in those pious exercises; to which he had 
consecrated the rem'linrler of his days. 

4 FromValladolid, I.e continued his journey to Plnzeucia 
in Estremadma. He had passed through that city a great 
many years before; and having been struck at that time 
with the delightful situation of the monastery of St • .T ustus, 
belonging to the order of St. Jerome, not' many miles dis
!:tnt from that place, he had then obsen'erl to some of Id, 
attendants. that this was a spot to which Dioclesian might 
have retired with pleasure. The impression had remained 
10 stW!1g on his mind, that he pitched upon it as the plaes 
of his retreat. 

5 It was seated in a vale of no great extent, watered Ly 
a small brook, nnd surrounded hy ri,ing gronnds, cOl'ered 
with lofty trees. From the nature of the soil, as well as the 
temperature of the climate, it was esteemed the most heahll o 

ful aDd deiicious situation in Spain. 
O· 
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t1 Sonie months before his resignation, he hat! SE'nt an 
'architect thither, to add a new apartment to the monastery, 
rot his accommodation; but he ga vc strict orders thdt the 
style of the building should be slldl as suited his present 
station, rather than his former dignity. It consisted only 
of six: rooms, four of them in the form of friars' cells, with 
naked walls; the other two, each twenty feet square, were 
hung with brown cloth, and flll'nished in the most simple 
manner. They were all on a level with the ground; with a 
door on one side into a garden, of which Charles himself 
had given the plan, and had filled it with various plants, 
which he proposed to cultivate with his own hands. On the 
other side, they communicated with the chapel of the mo
nastery, in which he was to perform his devotions. 

7 Into this humble retreat, hardly sufficient for the comfor
table accommodation ofa private gentleman, did Charles en
ter, with twelve domestics only. He buried there, in solitude 
and silencl', his grandem, his ambition, together with all 
those vast projects, which, dllfing half a century, had alarm
ed and agitated Europe; filling every kingdom in it, by turns 
with the terror of his arms, and the dread of being subjected 
tohis power. . 

8 In this retirement, Charles formed such a plan of lifa 
for himself, as wouJd have suited the condition of a privata 
person of a moderate fortune. His table was neat but plain; 
his domestics few; his intercourse with them familiar; all 
the cumbersome and ceremonious forms of attendance on 
his person were entirely abolished, as dtstruclive of that so
cial ease and tranf\uillity, which he courtelt, in order to sooth 
the remainder of his days. As the mildness of the climate, 
together with his deliverance from the burdens and cares of 
government. procured him, at first, a considerable remission 
fr(>m the acute pains with which he had been long tormented, 
he enjoyed, perhaps, more complete satisfaction in this hum
ble solitude, than all his grandeur had ever yielded him. 

9 The ambitious thoughts and projects which had so long 
engrossed and disquieted him, were quite effaced from hi~ 
mind. Far from taking any part in the politicial trans
actions of the princes of Europe, he restrained his curiosity 
even from any inquiry concerning them; and he seemed to 
view the busy scene which he had abandoned, with all ths 
c.ontempt .and i~difference arising from his thorough. expe
rience of It~ vamty, as well as from the pleasing reflectioll 
of having disentangled himself from its cares. 

DR. nOBli:RTSOl'f. 
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PIECES IN POETRY. 

CHAPTER I. 

SELECT SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPH~. 

SECTION I. 
snORT AND EASY SENTENCES. 

Education. 
'TIS education forms the common mind; 
Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclin'a. 

Candour. 
With pleasure let us own our errors past; 
And make each day a critic on the last. 

Reflection. 
A soul without reflection, like a pile 
'Vithout inhabitant" to ruin runs. 

Secret virtue. 
The private path, the secret acts of men, 
If noble, far the noblest of their lives. 

Necessary knowledge easily attained. 
Our needful knowledge, like our needful food, 

. Unhedg'd, lies open in life's common field; 
And bids all welcome to the vital feast, 

Disappointment. 
Disappointment lurks in many a prize, 
As bees in tlow'rs; and stings us with success. 

Virtuous elevation. 
The mind thdt would be happy must be great ;. 
Great in its wishes; great in its surveys • 
. Extended views a narrow mind extend. 

. Natural and fanCiful life· 
Who lives to nature, rarely can be poor. 
Who liveii to fancy, never can be rich. 
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Charit.,/. 
In f"ilh and hope the world will disagree: 
Hut allm;mkiml's concern is charity. 

The prize of rirtue. 
\Yhat nothing earthly gives, or can destroy. 
The soul's calm sunshine, ;llld the h~;Jrt-felt joy, 
Ii virtuc's pri7.e. 

Sense antimodest.1J cennrcted. 
Distrustful sense with modest caution 'peel kS; ~ 
It stills looks home, and ~hort excursions makes; 
But rattling nonsense in full volleys breaks. 

lIIoral d~,cil"ine salutary. 
TIeav'n gi\'es us friends to bless the present ~cclle. 
Itesumes them to prepare us for the ncxt. 
All evils natural, are moral goons; 
All discipline, indulgence, on the whole. 

Present blessings j'nderl'alucd. . 
Like t.irds. whose benllties languish, half conceal'd 
Till, mounted on the wing, their gloss}' plumes 
Expanded. shine with azme. green. and /,!;old, 
How bles,ing" brighten as they tale their llight! 

Hope. 
nope, of all passions, most befriends 115 here; 
Pa<;siolls of prouder name befriend us les •• 
Joy has her tears, and transport has her death; 
Hope. like a cordial, innocent, though s:rong, 
:r.lan's heart at once inspirits and serenes. 

Happiness modc.'lt and tranquil. 
-Never man was tally blest, 
Bnt it compos'd and gave him such a cast 
As folly mi2;ht mistake for want arjay: 
A c~,t unlil;e the triumph of the proud; 
A modest aspect, and a smile at heart. 

True gTcatne.ss. 
Who noble ends by noble means ohtain5, 
Or f'liling, smiles in exile or in chains. 
l.ike good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 
Like Socrates, that man is great indeed. 

The tmTofsympatllY. 
No raciant pearl, which crested fortnne ~e:lr!, 
No gem, that twinkling hangs from beauty'. ean, 
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Nor the bright stars, which ni6ht'S blue arch adorn, 
Nor rising suns that gild the vemal morn, 
Shine with such lustre, as the tear tlUlt breaks, 
For others' IVO, down Virtue's manly cheeks. 

SECTION II. 

1115 

Y};I!.SES 111' WHICH THE LINES ARE OF DIFFERENT LEN&'l'H. 

Bliss oj cElestial Origin. 
RESTLESS mortals toil for nought; 
Bliss in vain from earth is sought; 
llIiss it natIve of the skv, 
Never wander~. Mortals, try; 
There you cannot seek in vair: ; 
For to sed!. her, is to gain., 

The 11tl,~"i"'l;;, 
Th" IJa,sions are a nUIll'l'Ol!'i ClUlI'{1, 

IllltJcrious, positive, anrlloud. 
Curb tht~e licentious sons of strifr; 
Hence chicHy rise the storms of life; 
If they gro,w mutinous, and rave, 
They are thy masters, thou their slave. 

Trust in Pro'vidence recommendecJ. 
'Tis Providence alone secures, 
In every change, both mine and yours. 
Safety consists not in escape 
From dangers of a frightful shape; 
An earthqnake may be bid to spare 
'fhe man that's strangled by a hair. 
Fate steals along with silent tread, 
Found oft'nest in what least we dread; 
Frowns in the storm with angry brow, 
But in the sunshine strikes the blow. 

Epitaph. 
How lov'd, how valll'd once, avails thee not; 
1'0 whom related, or by wh01l1 hegot ; 
A heap of dllSt alune remains of thee; 
'Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be. 

Fame. 
All fame is foreign, but oft rue descrt; 
Plays round the head, but comes not to thi! r~eart. 
One self-approving hour, whole years out II elghl 
Of stupid starers, and of loud huzzas; 
And more true joy :\larcell1l5 exil'd feel~, 
Than C:esar with a senate at his heels. 
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Virtue the Guardian of Youth. 
Down the sweet stream of life the stripling darts, 
Gay as the morn; bright glows the vernal sky, 
Hope swells his sails, and Passion steers his course 
Safe glides his little bark along the shore, 
\Vbere V II"tue takes her stand: but if,too far 
lIe launches forth beyond discretion's mark, 
Sudden the tempest scowls, the surges ronr, 
Blot his fair day, and plung him in the deep, 

Sunrise. 
But yonder comes the pow'rful king of ua.r, 
Rejoicing in the east. "~'he les~'ning eland, 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow, 
lllllm'd with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Lo, nOlf, apparent all 
Ash.llt the dew-bright earth, and coloured air, 
lIe looks in boundless IOIajesty abroatl ; 
And siJeds the shining day, that burnisher! plays 
On rock., and hills, and tow'rs, and wand'ring stream., 
High gleaming from afar. 

Self-government. 
May I govern my passions with absolute sway; 
And grow wiser and better as life wears away. 

Shepherd. 
On a mountain, stretched beneath a hoary "illol'\", 
Lay a shepherd swain, and viewed the rolling billow. 

SECTION III. 
VD!l&ES CONTAINING EXCLA1IATIOSS, IN:TERROGA'l'JONS, A!"I» 

PARENTHESIS. 

Compptence. 
A COMPETENCE is all we can enjoy; 
Oh! be content where Heaven can give no more. 

Reflection essential to Happiness. 
Much joy not only speaks small happineSll, 
Rnt happiness that ~hortly must expire. 
Can joy unb<)ttom'd in retlection, stand? 
And in a te1l1pest, can reflection, live? 

Friendship. 
Can golu gain friendship 1 J lllplldence of hope! 
As well mere man an angel might Leget. 
Love, and love on!y, is the Joan for love. 
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Lorenzo! pride repress; nor hope to find 
A friend, but what has found a friend in thee. 
All like the purchase; few the price will pay! 
And this makes frienns such miracles below. 

Patience. 
Beware of desp'rate steps. The darkest day, 
(Lit'e till to·morrow) will have pass'd away. 

Luxury. 
o luxury! 

Bane of elated life, of affluent states, 
What dreary change, what ruin is not thin. ; 
HOlt' doth thy bowl intoxicate the mind! 
To the sort entrance of thy rosy cave, 
HOI" dost thou lure the fortunate and grelt! 
Dreadful attraction! 

Virtuous Activity. 
Seize, mortals! seize the transient hour; 
Improl'e e<lch moment as it flies: 
Life's a short iLimmer-man a flow'r ; 
He dies-Alas !-how soon be dies! 

The Source of Happiness. 
Reason's whole pleasme, all the joys or sense, 
Lie ill three words; health, peace, and competenf •. 
But health consists with temperance alone; 
And peace, 0, virtue! peace is all thy own. 

Placid Emotion. 
Who can forbear to smile with nature 1 Can 
'1'he stormy passions in the bosom roll, 
Wbile every gale is peace and every grove 
Is melody 1 

Solitud«. 
o sacred solitude! divine retreat! 
Choice of the prudent! envy of the great! 
By thy pure stream, or in thy wa\.ing s~ade, 
We court fair wisdom, that celestial maid: 
'l'he genuine offspring of her lov'd embrace, 
(Strangers on earth) are innocence and veace. 
There from the ways of men laid safe ashore, 
We smile to bear the distant tempest roar; 
There, bless'd with .health, with bus'ness unperplex'd 
This life we reli»h, and ensure the next. 

1117 
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Presume Iwl on To-morroU". 
In human hearts what bolder thoughts can rise. 
"han man's presumption on to-marrow's dawn! 
Where i5 to-morrow! In another world. 
For numbers this is certain; the reverse 
Ii sure to none. 

Dum 'Vivimus vivamus.-Wltile we live, let UJ lire . 

.. Live while you live ," Ihe epicure would Sftr, 
"And seize the pleasures of the present day." 
., Live while you live" the sacred preacher criei: 
" And give to God each moment as it flies." 
Lord! in my views, let both united he ; 

J live in pleasure, when I live to thee! DODDRIDGE 

SECTION IV. 

VERSES IN VARIOUS FORlIS. 

The securit.'I of Virtue. 
LET coward guilt, with pallicl fear, 

To shelt'ring caverns fly. 
AntI justly dread the vellgeful fate, 

That thunders throug;h the sky. 
Protected by that hanll, IVhose law 

The threat'ning storms obey, 
Intrepid virtue smiles secure, 

As in the blaze of day. 

Resignation. 
And Oh! by error's force subdu'd, 

Since oft my stubborn will 
Prepost'rous shuns the latent good, 

And grasps the specious ill. 
Not to my wish, but to my want, 

Do thou thy gifts apply; 
Vn~sk'd, what good thou knowest grant; 

'What ill, though ask'd, deny. 

Compassion. 
I have found out a gift for my fair; 

I have found where the wood-pigeon' breed: 
But let me that plunder forbear! 

She will say, 'tis a barbarous deed. 
For he ne'er can be true she averr'd, 

Who can rob a poor bird of its young: 
And I loved her the more, when I heard 

Such tenderness fall (rom her tongue. 
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Epitaph. 
Here rests his head upon the lap of earth, 

A youth to fortune and to fame unknown; 
Fair science frown'd not on his humble birth, 

And melancholy mark'd him for her own. 
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Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere; 
Heav'n did a recompense as largely send; 

lIe ga ve to mis'ry all he had-a teai'. 
He gain'll from Heav'n ('twas all he wish'd) a friend. 

No further seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 

(There they alil,e in nenlbling hope repose,) 
The bosom of his Fathcr and his God. 

JU!} and Sorrow connectEd. 

Still, where rosy pleasure leads, 
See a ~illdred grief pursue; 
Beliind the steps that mis'ry treads, 
Aprroachill,~ comforts view. 
The hiles of bliss Inore brightly glow, 
Chastis'd uy sable tints of woe; 
Al1LI blended form, with artful strife, 
The strength and harmony of life. 

The golden Mean. 

IIe that holds fast the golden mean, 
And lil'cs contentedly uet\\,ecn 

'rhe little and the great, 
Feels not the wants that pinch the poor, 
Nor pIa giles that h<1unt the rich man's door; 

Imbitt'ring all his SI<1te. 
The tallest pines feel most the pow'r 
Of \\'int'rv bl<15t; the loftiest tow'r 

90111CS 'heaviest to the ground. 
The holts that spare the mountain's side, 
His cloud-capt eminence llivide ; 

l\nd spread the ruin round. 

ltfoderate Views and Aims recommended. 
lVith passions unruilled, ulltainted with pride; 
, By reason Illy life let me square; , 
The wants of my nature arc cheaply supphed; 

And the rest are but folly and care. 

I» 
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How vainly, through infinite troubljl and strife 
The many their labours employ! 

Since .111 that is truly delightful in life. 
b what all, if they please, may elljoy. 

Attachment to T..; ('e. 
The tree of deepest root is rU~lnJ 
Least willing still to quit the ground: 

'Twas therefore said by ancient sage~. 
That love of live illcrl!as'd with years, 

So lUuch, that in our later stage-. 
,,'la'l1 pain grows sharp, and sickl1€,e rJge" 

The breatest love of live appears. 

Virtue's Address to Pleas1/.T/I.. 
Vast happiness enjoy thy g,)), allies! 

A youth of follies. an old age of carell i 
Youllg yet enervate, old yet neH'r wise, 

Vice wastes their vigour, and their mind impair •. 
V,lin. iJle. uelicate; in thou:;htless ease. 

Reserving woes for age, their prime they spelld : 
.~1I \', rekhed, hopeless, in th'J evil days, 

'",,'ith sorrow to the verge of life they tend. 
Griev'd with the present.., of the pa~t asham"tl. 
They live and are despb'J i they die, nor more are flilU'J 

SECTION V. 

n:R&U IN WHICll SOUND CORRESPO~D3 TO SIG!I'IFIC.\TIO:or· 

Smooth and rough VeTBe. 
tl!OFT is the strain when zepllyr gently blow,. 
;\nd ;\;0 smooth stream in smoother nnmhers f!ow~. 
But when loud surges lash the sOlllloing shorr, 
The hoarse rough verse, should like the torrent rOil;. 

SlatD Motion i .. tiroted. 
\Vhen Ajax strives some rock's vast weight to thro .... 
The line too labours, alld the words move alow. 

Swift and ea6Y "lfotion. 
Not so when swift Camilla scours th~ plain, 
"~Iies o'er th' unben,ling corn, and sUms along the Ill"in. 

Felling Trees iiL a Wood. 
Loud sounds the axe, redoubling strokes on strokes; 
On all sides round the forest hurls her oaks 
lIe<lulong. Deep echoing groan the thickets brown i 
Thea rustlin;:;, crackling, crashillg, thunder tlown. 
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Sound of a l?ol"-slring, 
------'i'be strillg let jly 

1 ~ 1 

'.t'll ~l1g'd short and sharp, like the shrill swallo .... '! cr!. 

The Pheasant. 
~ee! from the brake the whirring phpasant spriop, 
And mounts exulting on triumphant \\ iugs. 

Scylla and Charybdis. 
Dire Scylla there a scene of horror forms, 
And hel:e Charybdis fills the deep with storms. 
When the tide rushes from her rnmbling caves. 
The rough roe!;: roars; tumultuous boil the \lares. 

Boislerous and gentle Sounds. 
'rIVO craggy rocks pl'ojectin6 to the main, 
The roaring~ winds tempestuous rage restrain: 
'Vithin, the wa \ es in softer mnrmurs glide; 
Alld ships secure \vithollt their halsers ride. 

Laborious alld impetuou3 Motion. 
With many a weary step, Etnd many a groan, 
Up the high hill he heaves a huge round stone: 
The huge rollnd stone resulting with a bound, 
Thunders impetuous down, I!f smokes along the ground. 

Regular and SIOID Mot'enlwt. 
First march the heary mules securely slow; 
O'er hills, o'er dales, o'er crags, o'er rocks they go. 

Motion slow and difficult. 
A needless AI!;xandl'ine ends tbe song:, 
That like a wounded sna;,e, drags its sial\" length along, 

A Rock torn from the Brow of a Muun!rin, 
Still gath'ring force, it smokes, an.l l1r~'d amain, 
\Vhirls, leaps, and thunders dow n, illlpetuoll~ to the plain, 

Extent (;rlc! 1'i9ltnce of the n-Ifl'(,l. 

The waves Lel,ind illlpel the waves l)efore, 
'Vide rolling, C),lming lligh, and tumbling to the sil'Jft'. 

P(:z~ir~ Fl:1Jil'crs. 
In those deep solitud€s <.nd awful cells, 
\Vhere hellv'nly pensil'e contempi.ltiol1 cl,,·el!s, 
And ever-musing ll:C'lancholy reiglls. 

Battle. 
---. -Arms on ;mnour chishin;: bray!:!l 
Horrible discOid; ·;lIId the maddillg I', heel. 
Of braz(,11 fmy rag'll. 
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Sound imitating Reluctance. 

For who, to dumb forgetfulness a prey, 
This pleasing anxious being e'er resign'd; 

Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
Nor cast one longillg, ling'ring look behind 1 

SECTION n. 
PARAGRAPHS OF GREATER LE"GTll. 

Connubial Affection. 
THE love that cheers life's latest stage, 
Ilroof against sickness ancl old age, 
Preserv'd by virtue from declension, 
Becomes not weary of attention: 
Hut lives, when that exterior grace, 
Which first inspired the fI~me, decays. 
'Tis gentle, delicate, and kincl, 
'1'0 f dults compassionate, or blind; 
And will with sympathy endure 
Those evils it would gladly cme. 
But angry, coar!e, and harsh expression, 
Shows love to be a mere profession; 
Proves that the heart is none of his, 
Or soon expels him if i[ is. 

Swarms of Flying Insects. 
Thick in yon stream of light, a thousand ways, 
Upward and downward, thwarting and convolved, 
The quiv'ring nations sport; till, t€:mpest-wing'd, 
Fierce winter sweeps them from the face of day. 
Ev'n so, luxuriolls men, nnheeding, pass 
An idle summer life, in fortune's shine, 
A season's glitter! Thus they flutter on, 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice; 
Till, blown away hy death, oblivion comes 
Behind, and strikes them from the book of life. 

Beneficence its own Reward. 
My fortune (for I'll mention all, 
And more than YOll dare tell) is small; 
Yet ev'ry friend partakes my store, 
And want goes smiling from my doo •. 
'ViII forty shillings warm the hreast 
or worth or industry distress'd ! 
This ~um I cheerfullv impart; 
'TiS fourscore pleasu'l'es to my heart. 



OIU.P. 1. SELECT SENTENCES. 

And you may make, by means like these, 
Five talents ten, whene'er you please. 
'Tis true, my little purse grows light; 
BlIt then I sleep so sweet at night! 
'rhis grand specific will prevail, 
'Vhell all the doctor's opiates fail. 

Virtue the best Treasure. 
Virtue, the strength and beauty of the ~oul, 
Is the best gift of Heav'n: a happiness 
That, even above the smiles and frowns of (aie, 
Exalts great nature's favourites: a wealth 
Th:tt ne'er encumbers j nor to baser hand. 
C'In be transferr'd. It is the only good 
Man justly boasts of, or can call his own. 
Riches are oft by guilt and baseness earn 'd. 
But for one end, one much-neglected use, 
Are riches worth our care j (for nature's wants 
Are few, and withont opulence supplied j) 
This noLle end is to produce the soul; 
To show the virtues in their fairest light; 
And make humanity the minister 
Of bounteous Providence. 

Contemplation. 
As yet 'ti~ midnight deep. The weary cloud!" 
Slow meeting, mingle into solid gloom. 
Now, while the drowsy world lies lost in sleep, 
Let me associate with the serious night, 
And contemplation, her sedate compeer; 
Let me shake off th' intrusive cares of day, 
And lay the meddling senses all aside_ 
Where now, ye lying vanities of life! 
Ve ever tempting, ever cheating train! , 
Where are you now 7 and what is your amoUllt! 
Vexation, disappointment, and remorse. 
Sad, sick'ning thought! And yet, deluded man 
A scene of crude disjointed visions past, . 
And broken slumbers, rises still resolv'd, 
With new flush'd hopes, to run the gilldy round. 

Pleasure of Piety. 
A Deity believ'd, is joy begun; 
A Deity ador'd. is joy advanc'd; 
A Deity belov'd, is joy matur'd. 

p. 
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Each branch of piety delight inspires: 
Faith builds a bridge (rom this wodd to the next, 
O'er death's dark gulf, and all its horror hides; 
Praise, the sweet exhalation of our joy,· 
That joy exalt~, and makes it sweeter still ; 
Pray'r ardent opens heav'n, lets down a stream 
Of glory, on the consecrated hour 
Of man in audience with the Deity • 

.... ~&-

CHAPTER II. 
NARRATIVE PIECES. -SECTION I. 

The Bears and the Bees. 
As two young be aI'S, in wanton mooll, 

Forth issuing from a neighbouring wooll, 
Came where the industrious bees had stor'J, 
In artful cells, their luscious hoard; 
O'erjoy'd they seized, wilh eager haste, 
LuxuClous on the rich repast. 
Alarm'd at this, the little crew 
Ahout their ears vindictive flew. 

2 The beasts, unable to sllstain 
The unequal combat, quit the plain: 
Half-blind with rage, and mad with pain, 
Their native ~helter they regain; 
There sit, and now discreeter grown, 
Too late their rashness they bemoan; 
And this by dear experience gain, 
That pleasure's ever bought with pain. 

S So when the gilded baits of vice 
Are pla!ed before our longing eyes, 
'Vith greedy haste we snatch our fill, 
And swallow down the latent ill: 
But "'hen experience opes our eyes, 
Away the fancied pleasure flies. 
It flies, but oh! too late we find, 
It leaves a real sting behind.-MERRICK. 

SECTION II. 
The Nightingale and the Glow-tcoT1Tl. 

A NIGHTINGALE, that all day long 
Had c:heer'd the village with his song, 
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Nor yet at eve his note suspended, 
Nor yet when eventide II"as ended, 
Beg:m to feel, as well he might, 
The keen demands of appetite; 
"'hen, looking eagerly around, 
He spied far off, upon the grollnd, 
A something shining in the <Iarli, 
And knew the glow-worm by his'p~Hk; 
So, stooping down from hawthorn top, 
lie thought to put him in his crop. 

~ The worm aware of his intent, 
IJ arangllcd him thus, right elof]uent
.. Did you admire my lamp," quoth he, 
" .\s much as I your min~trelsy, 
Y all would abhor to do me wrong, 
.\ ~ much as I to spoil your song; 
I'llr 'twas the self-same Pow'r <Iil-ine, 
Taught you to sing, alld me to shine; 
That you with musiC', I with light, 
:\Iight beautify and cheer the night." 

S The songster heard his short oration, 
And, warbling out his approbation, 
Releas'd him, as my story tells, 
And fOllnd a supper some where else. 
Helice, jarring sectaries may learn, 
T heir real illt'rest to discern; 
That brother should not war with brother, 
And worry and devour each other: 
But sing and shine by slVeet consent, 
Till life's poor transient night, is spent; 
Respecting, in each other's case, 
The gifts of nature and of grace. 

4 Those Christians best deserve the name, 
Who studiously make peace their aim; 
Peace, both the duty and the prize 
Of him that creeps, and him that flie',-cowPl:B. 

SECTION III. 

The trials of Virtue. 
PLAC'D on the verge of youth, my mind 

Life's op'ning scene survey'd: 
I view'cl its ills of various kind, 

Afflicted and afraid. 

t But chief my fear the dangers mov'd, 
That virtue's path enclose: 

}-' / J 
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My heart the wise pursuit approv'd, 
But 0, what toils oppose! 

Sl For see, ah see! while yet her ways 
With doubtful step I treael, 

A hostile world its terrors raise, 
Its snares delusive spread . 

• 0 how shall I, with heart prepar'd, 
Those terrors learn to meet '1 

How, from the thousand snares to guaPC! 
1\ly unexperienc'd feet? 

5 As thus I mus'd, oppressive sleep 
Soft o'er my temples drew 

Oblivion's veil.-The wat'ry deep, 
(An object strange and new,) 

6 Before me rose: on the wiele shorQ 
OLservant as I stood, 

The gathering storms aronnd me roar, 
And heave the boiling flood. 

7 Near and more near the billows rise; 
Ev's now my steps they lave; 

And death to my affrighted eyes' 
Approach'd in every wave. 

S What hope, or whither to retreat! 
Each nerve at once unstrung; 

Chill fear had fetter'd fast my feet. 
And chain'el my speechless tongue. 

g I felt my heart within me die; 
When sudden to mine ear 

A voice descending from on high, 
Reprov'd my erring fear, 

10 "What though the swelling surge thou see 
Impatient to devour; 

Rest, mortal; rest on God's decree, 
And thankful own his pow'r. 

11 Know, when he bade the deep appear, 
'Thus far,' the Almighty said, 

• Thus far, no further rage; and here 
• Let thy proud waves be stay'd.''' 

12 I heard; and lo! at once controll'd, 
The waves, in wild retreat, 

Back on themselves reluctant roIl'd, 
And murm'ring left my feet, 

PAR,}'. II. 
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IS Deeps to assembling deeps in vain 
Once more tbe signal gave:· 

The sbores the rusbing weight sustain, 
And check tb' IIsurping wave. 

U Convinc'd, in nature's volume wise, 
The imag'd truth 1 read; 

And sudden from my waking eyes 
Th' instructive vision fied. 

15 Then why thus heavy, 0 my soul? 
Say, why distrustful still, 

Thy thoughts with vain impatience roll 
O'er scenes of future ill? 

16 Let faith suppress each rising fear, 
Each anxious doubt exclude: 

Thy Maker's will hath plac'd thee here, 
A l\Ial;er wise and good! 

17 He to thy ev'ry trial knows 
Its just restraint to give: 

Attentive to behold thy woes, 
And faithful to relieve. 

18 Then why thus hea1y, 0 my soul! 
. Say, why distrustful still, 

Thy thoughts with vain impatience roll, 
O'er scenes of future ill? 

19 Though griefs unnumber'd throng thee round, 
Still in thy God confide, 

\Vhose finger lII'lrks the seas their bound, 
And curbs the headlong tide.-JlIERRJ'CK. 

SECTION IV. 

The Youth and the Philosopher. 
A GRECIAN youth of talents rare, 
Whom Plato's philosophic care 
Had form'd for virtue's nobler view, 
fly precept and example too, 
\Voulrl often boast his matchless sldll, 
To curb the steed, and guide the wheel; 
And as he pass'd the gazing throng, 
'\lith .graceful ease, and Slllack'd the thong, 
The idiot wonder thty express'd, 
Was praise and transport to his breast. 

~ A t length, quite vain, he needs would sholf 
Ilis master what his art could do; 

177 
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And hade his s'ayes the ch~rit lead 
To AcadcIDIlS' sacred shade, 
The I renluling ,rtl\~ confess'd its fri!!lit, 
TI]f~ wood-n.\ 11'pIJS st.!Iled at the sight; 
The IIlmes drop their learned Iyrr, 
And to their inmost shades retire. 

:I Howe'er, the you~h, with forwaril air, 
ROI'~ to the sage, and mounts the car. 
'fhe lash resounds, ,he coursers spring, 
The chariot marks the rolling ring; 
And gatll'ring cro\l ,1" with eager Pycc, 
And shouts, pursue him as he flies. 

~ Triumphant to the goal return'd, 
'Vith nobler thirst his bosom buru'd : 
}\ nel now along th' indented plain 
The self-s,ll1le [rilci; he m.arlis again, 
Pursues with care the nice ,design, 
Nor e\'er deviates from the lin.:. 
Amazement seiz'd the circling cral\ d ; 
The youths with emulation glow'd ; 
Ev'n bearded sag;~s hail'd the hoy; 
And all but Plato gn'd with joy. 

5 For he, deep-judging sage, "eheld 
With pain the triulllphs of the fIeld; 
And when the charioteer drew nigh, 
And, flush'd \\ ith hope, had caught his eye
.. Alas! unhappy youth," he cry'd, 
.. Expect no praise from me," (and sigh'd.) 

G .. With indignation I survey 
Snch skill and .iU.l::I~lCllt thrown away: 
The time profusely squander'd there, 
On vnlg;lr arts beneath thy care, 
h well employ'd, at ].;ss expense. 
Had tanght thee honour, "irlue, fCl;~P ; 

A nl! rais'd thee from a cOJchman's fale, 
To govern men, and guide the state."-wUlTElIl;,\D. 

SECTIOh' V. 

Diseourse bct:l'"UI .,(,i.II:' and F:!'P, rctir;rlZ to ust. 

Fu\\' C.lil1e still cI'lJin;?: on, and twili'l'ltt r'~av 
Ihd jlJ her sober lircrj' all tltin/Cs c:lat'd. e • 

Silence accompanied, for beast and bird 
'f' ' hey to their gr,I") C0UC!;, these to t~leir neb! •• 



CUAP. II. I'~_U:R\TlVE PIECES. 

Were !llmk; ail but the wakeful nightingal~. 
Bhe all night long her I1m'rOliS descant sung; 
Silence was pleas'd. Now g;low'd the finnaillent 
'Vitll living '.Ipphires; lftsperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the 1II00n, 
Ris;;l;; in clouded majesty at lehgtb, 
Appa~ellt queen, ulll"e,l'd her pc~·lle)s light, 
Ami o'er the dad; her silver mantle thre~-. 

i! 'Vhen Adam thus to Eve: .. Fair consort th' hour 
Of night, '1nd all thil';;s now Idjj'oj to rest, 
Mind u~ of like repose; since God hath .et 
1.;loour and rest, as day and night, (0 men 
Successive, and the timely dew of sleep, 
N.)\V :-.dlin:: ·,1 ith soft slurn'brous \I eight incline, 
OUf eye-lilh. Othel' creatures "II day long 
Ilove idle IIlJemploy'd, and less need rest: 
Atln hath his daily work of b0c1y or of mind 
App<linted, wLich declares his dignity, 
A,ld the regard of Heav'n on all his way.; 
'Vhile othc~ allim:!Is unacthe range, 
And of their doings God takes no acconnt. 
To-morrow ere fre~h morniil:-; streak the e'IIt 
\Vith first I11':lfoach of li~ht, we must be risen, 
Anll at our pleasant labour; to reform 
y 011 fiow'ry arbours, yliJlld~r alleys green, 
Our walk at noon, with branche, overgrow, 
That mock our scant manuri!l[,;, and rf'iuire 
~lore hands thJIl ours to lop t!wir Wa,j~Un gron·th, 
Those blossollls also, and thr,,,, dru:Jping ~um$, 
Thill lie bestrown, unsightly and umllloolh, 
.~~k riddance, if \\e mean to tre~d with ease. 
}Ieanwhile, as nature wills, night birls us re.t:' 

4 To whom thus Eve, with perfect be'luty adorll'd : 
.. My author and disposer, what thou birl~t. 
Unargll'd, I obey: so God ord'lips .. 
\Vith thee conversin a , I forget all tllne; 
All seasons and the~;' change, all please alikp., 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet, 
\Vith ch:H1ll' of earliest birdS-; pleasant the !un, 
'Vhen /irst on this deli"htfulland he spreads 
His orient beams on h:rll, tree, fruit and Iln\t'r, 
Glist'ring with dew; fragrant the ferti~e earth 
After loft show'rs; and sweet the comlOg on 
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Of grateful evening mild; then silent night, 
With this her solemn bird, and thi,! fair noon, 
And these the gems of heav'n, her starry train: 

~ But neither breath of morn, when she ascendli 
\Vith charm of earliest birds; nor rising sun 
On this delightful land; nor herb, fruit, flow'r, 
Glist'ring with dew; nor fragrance after show'\'9 ; 
Nor grateful ev'uing mild; nor silent nighl, 
With this her solellln bird; nor walk by moon, 
Or glitt'ring star-light-without thee is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long shine these? for whom 
This glorious ;i~lit, when sleep hath shut all eyes 1" 

Ii To whom our gen'ral ancestor reply'd : 
II Daughter of Uod and man, accolllJllish'd Ele 
These have their conrse to finish round the earth, 
Uy morrow ey'nill!;; and from land to land, 
J n order, though to nations yet unborn, 
1\Iinist'ring light prepar'u, they set and rise; 
Lest total darline,s shollid hy ni6ht regain 
Her old posses;jon, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things; II hich these soft fires 
~ot only enlighten, bllt with kind Iy heat 
Of various iullnence, foment and warm, 
Tellljler or nom ish ; Ill' in part sh~t! down 
Their stel;ar virtne on all kil.d, th;lt grow' 
On earth, made hereuy apler to Iceeile 
Perfection froll1 the slIn's more potent ray. 
These, tben, though nnheheld in deep of night, 
Shille not in '<Jill; nor think, though llIen 'H:re nOilC, 

TIl"t heav'n \voult! want spectator" God want praise. 
Millions of spiritllal crealllres \~alk the earth 
Unseen, both II hen \',e '\';Ike alld nhen we sleep . 
. 111 these'with ceasele~s prai~e hi~ \l'orks behold, 
Both day and night. now often, from the st~ep 
Of echoi:!; hill or thicket, have we heard 
Celestinl voir.es to the midnight nil', 
Sale or responsive ench to others' note, 
Singing tlieir great Crentor 1 Oft in bands, 
'While they I_eet> walch, or nightly rounding walk 
With heav'nly touch of jn~truillelltal sounds, 
In full harmonic nllmber join'll tl1eir songs 
Divide the night, ancl lift our thoughts to hE'av'n." 

7 ThllS talking, hand in hand, alone they p~s;,") 
011 to their blissful bow'r 



CHAP. II. NARR,\TIVE PIECES. 

--------Tbere arriv'd both stooel, 
Hoth turn'll; and under open sky ador'd 
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The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heav'n, 
'Vhich they beheld, the moon's resplendent globe, 
And starry pole. .. Thou also mad'st tIle night, 
l\1aker Omnipotent, and thou the day, 
'Vhich we, ill our appointed work employ'd, 
Have finish,!l, happy in our mutual help, 
Anrl nlllll1" I love, the crown of all our bliss 
Ordained by thee; and this delicious place, 
For us too large, where tllY abundance wantr 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou hast promis'd from us two a race, 
To fill the earth, \'. ho shall with us extol 
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake. 
And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep." MILTOrl'. 

SECTION VI. 
Religion and Death. 

Lo! a form, divinely bright, 
Descends, and bursts upon my sight: 
A seraph of illl1st:'ious birth! 
(Religion was her name on earth ;J 
Supremely sweet her radiant face, 
And blooming "ith celestbl grace! 
Three shining cherubs form'd her train, 
'Vav'd their li;;ht lrin!;<;, and !'cach'd the plain;
Faith, '''ith sulJlil11e and piercing eye 
And pinions flutt'ring for the sky; 
Here 11 ope, that smiling, angel stand5, 
And golden anchors grace I:cr hunds; 
There CharilY in robes of white, 
Fairest and fav'ritp 1ll,1id of light. 
The seraph spoke-" "fis lleason's part 
'}'o govern and to guard the heart i 
'fo lull the wayward sOill to rest, 
'Yhen hopes and fC~!Li distract the breast. 
Reason muy calm this doubtful ,.trife, 
And steer thy bar!, through variou; life ~ 
But when tl,c storms of death are nigh, 
And midnight darkness veils the ~I;y, 
Shall Reason then'direct thy,,!; I, 
Disperse, the. clouds,_or sink the gale 1 

Q 
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Stranger, this skilI alone is mine, 
Skill that transcends his scanty line. 

S .. Revere thyself-thou'rt near allied 
To angels on thy better side. 
How various e'er their ranks or kinds, 
Angels are but unbodied minds: 
\Vhen the partition-walls dec~y, 
Men emerge angels from their ch;', 
Yes, when the frailer body dies, 
'rhe soul asserts her kindred ski~, 

P,H.T II. 

But minds, though sprung from beav'nly r'lce 
:\fust first he tutor'd for the place: 
The joys ahove are understood, 
And relish'li only by the good. 
YI'ho shall as~ume this guardian care; 
\Vho shall secure their birth-right thert~ ! 
Souls are my charge-to me 'tis .,;il'll 
To train thelll for their natile heav'n." 

4 .. Know then-who bow the ear'" knee, 
And ~il'e the willing IJP,Ht to Ill;; 
\,{ho ~wisel}', when 'l'emptatiolJ waits, 
Elude her frauds, and spurn 1]1:1' b:lits ; 
\Vho d;tre to own Illy injur'd c~tl,e, 
Though fools deride my sacrell laws; 
Or ~corn to devi.lte to the wrong, 
Though perseclllion lifts her thong; 
Though all the sons of hell conspire 
To raise the stake and light the tire; 
Know that for such supel ior souls, 
There lies a bliss beyond the pules: 
\\'lJtre spirits shine with purer ra)'. 
A nil brighten to meridian day; 
"'here IUI'e, where boundless friend'hip rules; 
(\0 friends that chal1g~, no I\), e th<ll cools;) 
"'here rising floods of knowledge ro!l. 
And pour, and pour upon the soul '" 

5 "But where's the pass~ge to the skies 1-
The road through death's black valley lies. 
Nay, do not shudder at my tale: 
Tho' dar!, the shades, yet safe the vale. 
This path the best of men have trod; 
And \I ho'd decline the road (0 God' 
Oh! 'tis a glorious boon to die! 
This f.lvour can't be priz'd too high." 
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6 While thus ~he spol,e, my looks express'd . 
The nptures kindling in my bredst; 
My soul a fix'd attenti(m gave; 
'Vhen the stern monarch of the grave, 
'Vith haughty strides approach'd :-am3zed 
I stood, ancl trembled as I gaz'd. 
The seraph calm'd each anxious fear, 
And kindly wip't1 the falling tear; 
Then hasten'd, with expanded wing, 
To meet the pale, terrific king. 

7 But now what milder scenes arise! 
The tyrant drops his hostile gllise; 
He seems a youth divinely fair; 
In graceful ringlets waves his lIair, 
His wings their whit'ning plumes display, 
His burnish'd plumes, retlect the day; 
Light flows his shining azure vest, 
And all the angel stands confess'd. 

I view'd the change with sweet surprise: 
Anrl, Oh! I panted for the sl:ies, 
Tbank'd heav'n, that e'er I drew my breath" 
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And triumph'd in the thoughts of death.-cnT'l'oN. 

~te,e-

CHAPTER III. 

DIDACTIC PIECES. -SECTION I. 
The vanity of Wealth. 

No more thlls brooding o'er yon heap, 
With av'rice painful ~ igils keep; 
~ till ullenjoy'd the present store, 
~till endless sighs are breath'd for. more. 
Oh! quit the shadow, c,ltch the pl'lze, 
'Vhich not all India's treasure buys! 
To purchase heav'n has gold the'pow'!' 1. 
Can gold remove the lIlurtal.hom 7 
I n life. can love he hought wah gold 7 
Are friendships pleasures to be sold? 
No-all that's worth a wish-a thought, 
Fair virtue gives unbrib·d. unhought. 
Cease then on trash thy hopes to bind; 
Let nower views engage" thy mind.-DR. JOHNSO.;'!. 
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SECTION II. 

Nothing formed in vain. 
LET no prcsllll1ipg impious T;liler tax 
Creative wisdom, as if al\~ht was form'd 
In vain, or not for admir;lble ends. 
Shall little h'!llghty ignor;lnce pronounce 

PART n. 

His works unwise, of which the smallest part 
Exceeds the narrow vision of her mind? 
As if, upon a full·proportion'd dome, 
On swellillg columns he,\v'r1, the pride of art, 
A critic.f1y, ,Il,ose feehle ray scarce spreads 
An inch arol1nd, with blind presumption bold, 
Should dare tu tn the structure of the whole. 

! And liv(;s the man whose universal eye 
Has swrpt at once til' llnbc1ll1lled scheme of things; 
r,brk'd their rlcpendence so, and firm ;lccord, 
A~ with u:Jfall/t'riIlZ accent to conclude, 
That this <\I'"i!eth n()l1~ht? Ihs any seen 
The mighty (hain of Leings, Ic,,'ning down 
Prom infinite perfection to the brink 
Of dreary nothing, desolate abyss! 
From which astonish'tJ tllol1;.;:ht, recoiling, turns 1 
Till then alone kt zealous praise ascend, 
And hymns of holy wonder to that POWER, 

\Vhose wisdom shines as lovely in our minds, 
As on our smiling eyes his ~ervant sun.-THOl1l'SON. 

SI::CTION III. 
On Pride. 

0,. all the causes, which conspire to blind 
~1.11l·s erring ju,I,!;lllent, and :llisgllide the mind, 
'Vhat the IIeak head with strongest bias rules, 
Is pride; the never failing vice of fools. 
'Vh~tever nature has in wortl1 deny'll, 
She gives in large recruits of needful pride! 
For, as in bodie<, thu~ in 501115, we find 
'Vhat wants ill blood amI spirits, slI'ell'd with wind. 
l'ride. where wit fails, steps ill to om defence, 
Aud fills up all the mighty void of ~cnse. 

f. If once right reason dril'es that cloud away, 
~ruth bre;l/{s upon 115 with resi-tlc,s ddY. 
I rl1~t not yourself; but, your defeets to ImolV, 

l\],lke use of ev'ry friend-and ev'ry foe 
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A little learning is a dangerolls thing; 
Drink deep, or taste not the Pieri:1Il spring: 
There shalbw dr;,:I::hts intuxicate the urain; 
,\11'\ drinking large!) souers us again. 

S Fir'Ll a~ fir:;t sight I', ilil what the 1IIllse imp~rts, 
1'1 fearless youth we tempt the heights of arts, 
'Vhile, from the bounded level of our llIi!ld, 
Short views we take, nor see the'lengths behind; 
But more adva!1c'd, behold, with str,lIl:;e smjlris!i 
,xew dist,lIlt scenes of endless science I j,e! 
So, pleas'd at first the tUII'ring .\11'5 we Iry, 
Mount o'er the vale" and seem I:J tread the sl\y ; 
Th' eternal snows appeal' already past, 
And th~ 11,·,t cloncls and mOllntains s,':,1IJ tlle last: 
But, thase att:lin'd, we tremule to survey 
The g' 011 ill::; labours of the I". ~;lhell'd w~y; 
Th' incre.l)i:lc; prospect tires our II ,111.!·1 ill~ eye!: 
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Hills peep u',:1' hills, and Alps on ,\lps arise.-l'ovB. 

SECTION IV. 

Cruelty to BI /I',:; censured, 
I \VOULD not enter on my list of friends, 
(Though grac'd with polish'd manners and tine sen!e, 
Yet wanting sellsihility,) the m?ll 
,rho needlessly sels foot IIpon a worm. 
,\n inadvertent step may crush the snail, 
'rhZlt c~·:.:.\",I; at evening in tbe public path; 
But he that has htlmanity, forewarn'd, 
'ViII tread aside, and let the reptile live. 

!! 'fhe c:'cepin'~ \'CI mi.~, 10al!lsome to tLl! sight • 
. '..n,\ ch;Hg'd perhaps with Ve!1011l, that intrudell 
"\ visitor lInwelcome into scelles 
Sacred to neatness and repose, til' alcove, 
The chamber, or refectory, way die. 
:\ necessary act incurs no blame, 
Not so, when heU within their propel' bound~. 
And guiltless of offence they range the air, 
Or take their pastime in the spacious field. 
'rhere they are privileg'd. And he that hUIII, 
Or harms them there, is guilty of a wrong; 
Disturbs th' economy of Il.:llrre's realm, 
Who when she form'd, design'd them an abode. 

S The slim is this: if m:lI1's convenience, healtb, 
Or ~afety interfere, his rights and cIailll!i 

Q.~ 
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Are paramount, and must extinguish theirs. 
Else they are all-the meanest things that are
As free to live and to enjoy that life, 
As God was free to form them at the first, 
\V ho, in his sovereign wisdom, made them all. 

4 Ye, therefore, who love mercy, teach your SOliS 
To love it too, The spring time of our years 
Is soon dishonour'd and denl'd in most, 
By budding ills that a5k a prudent hand 
To check them. Hut alas! none sooner shoots 
If ulll'estrain'd, into luxuriant growth, 
Than cruelty, most dev'lish of them all. 

5 Mercy to him that sholVs it, is the I'lIle 
And righteous limitation of it5 act, 
By which heav'n moves in pard'ning guilty man, 
And he that shows none, being ripe in years, 
.\ nd conscious of the outrage he commits, 
Shall seek it, and not find ii, ill his turn,-COWPl;r.. 

SECTION Y. 

A Paraphrase on the latter part of the 6th chapter of St. 
Matthell', 

WHEN my breast labours with oppressive care, 
A nd o'er my cheek descends the falling tear j 
While all my warring p,lssions are at strife, 
Oil! Jet me listen to the words of life! 
Raptures deep·felt his doctrine did impart, 
And thus he rais'd from earth the drooping heart 

2 .. Think 1I0t, when all your scanty stores alfurd, 
Is spread at once upon the sparing board j 
Tt ink not, when IVOI'll the homely robe appears, 
'Vhile on the roof the howling tempest bears j 
'Vhat further shall this feeble' life sustain. 
And what shall clothe thest shiv'ring limbs again. 

5 Say, does not life its nourishment exceed? 
And the fair body its investing weed? 
Behold! and look away yOll\' low despair
~"e the fi211t tenants of the barren air: 
Tu them. 110r stores nor granaries belung ; 
Nought, but the woodland and the pleasing song; 
y"t, your kilHl heav'nly Fdtller bends his eye 
Cll t:11.: least II ing th'lt flits along the sky. 

4 To h~m they sin::;, when spring renews the plain; ~ 
To Illm they cry, in winter's pinehin" reign 
M'l' " .,or IS t IeII' lIlusic, nor their plant in vain; 
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He hears the gay, and the distressful call ; 
And with unsparing !Jounty fills them all." 

5 I, Observe the ri,ing lily's snowy grace; 
Obsene thc various vegetable race: 
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They neither toil, nor spin, but care Jess groIV ; 
Yet see llO\\' warm thcy blush! how bright they gluW' ! 
'Vh~t regal vestments can \I ith thcm compare! 
'''hat king so shining! or what queen so fair !" 

6 "If ceaseless, thus, the fowls of hcav'n he feeds; 
If o'er the fields such IllCiJ robes he spre'lds j 

'Yill he not care fur YOll, je faithless ';'.\'? 
Is he unwise? or are ye less than tLey ?'·-TJlO)ISO~. 

SECTION n. 
The death of a good "fan a strong illcu:tive to rirt" .. 

TUE chamber where ~he good man meets his fate, 
I, privileg'd heyond the common walk 
Of virtuous lif." qnite in the verge of heav'n 
Fly, ye proLlIle! if not, draw lIear with awe, 
Receive the blessin!" and adore tl.e chance, 
That threw in this llethescla your disease: 
If unrestor'd by this, despair your cure. 

2 For, here, resbtJe" demonstration tlweJls j 

A death-bed's a detector of the I,eart. 
Here tir'd dissimulation drops her mask, 
Thro' life's grimace, that mistress of the scene! 
Here real, and apparent, are the same. • 
You see the man j you see his hold on heav'n, 
I f sound his virtue, as Philander's sound. 

S Heav'n waits not the last moment; OWIIS her fricllds 
On this side death, and points them out to men j 

A lecture, silent, but of sov'reign Dow'r j 
To vice, confusion: and to virtue, peace. 

\Vhatcver farce the boastful hero plays, 
Yirtne alone has llujesty in death j 
And greater still, the more the tyrant (rowlIs.-YOUNG. 

SECTIOX VII. 
flfJ1nciiollS on a Future State, Jrom a revielO oj Winter. 

'TIS done! dread winter spreads his latest glooms 
Alld reiO"ns tremendoll' o'er the conquer'd year. 

" d J" I How clear] the vegetable king Olll les. 
How clumb the tuneful! Horror wide extends 
His desolate domain. Behold, fond man! 
See here thy pictur'd life: pass some few years, 
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Thy flow'ring sprinC!, thy summer's ardent strength, 
Thy sober autumn fading into age, 
Allll pale cont:iucling willter comes at bst, 
Aud shuts the scene. 

r. Ah! whither now are flcd 
Tho,e dreams of greatllc,s? those u,~sD!it! hupe, 
Of ha;'pi:wS5! those longillgs after ( .• me? 
Thuse rc,tless c'lr:.:s? thuse busy bustling days? 
Those gay-spent, festive n i ~l:ts? those veering thoughu, 
Lo,t betlleen ;lJuJ and ill, that ,li:.ll'd thy life? 

B All now are vani'h.,d! V:rtue sole survives, 
Immortal, uever-failill:; friend of Il"n, 
Hi, guide to happiness 0:1 hj~h. .And see! 
''i'i,; come, the glorious III 0 111 ! tile secoI)(i birth 
Of heav'n and cartll! ;)\\"al,'nin,<:; natllr;>, hC~trS 
T!J,~ neli'-creating Ilord, <lfld st;;rts to life, 
III cv'IY IlcighLn'd (,)1")11, frOIll p,lin and death 
Fur ever frt,,!. 'l'!;e great eternal sr::;~ll1e, 
Involving all, and in a 1,2rfect whole 
Uniting as the prospect wider sprnLls, 
To reason'; eye refin'd clea!., np apace. 

4 Ye vainly I\ise! y~ hlind pr~'lImptlllJl:S! now, 
Confounder! in the oust, adore tilat rO\\-er 
And Y.':i,rloll1, oft <lrr,li'.;Il'd: see now the causa 
\Vliv unassuming wore;; in secret li\"d, 
!~n,j died ne)ected : \\ hy the good man's share 
In Ll'c I\"IS galJ <lId bitte,':les'; of soul: 
-Wily the lone widow allll her orphans pin'd 
In stHvill:;!; solitude; \\'liil~ Inxln 1', 

In paLICCj Ill' straining her low tllOUght, 
To form nnreal wants: why heav'n-born truth. 
A nd moderation f3 ii', wore the red marks 
O{ sllper-,tiliu:I'S scourge: why licens'd pain, 
'e,l',: cruel spoder, that embosom'd foe, 
Imhitter'(J all our Lbs. 

:i Ye ~clod diotrcss'd r 
Ye l1nhle few! who h~re uni:c-ndin'" stand 
Beneath Iii',,',; pressur~, yet bG'))" up <11\ hile, 
Anfj v, h~: your hounded view, \\!lidl only salT 
A httle part, deelll'd evil, is no more; 
~he storms of WiIH'I.\' time will (jllicUy pass, 
,and Oll~ unbounded spring encircle ali,-'l'H0!l1S0ll'. 
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SECTIO;\i VIII. 
Adam's adz'icc to £l'r, to at'oid temptation. 

"0 'Vo~.I.\:V, best are all things as the will 
Of God ord'lin'd them; his creating hand 
Nothin?; imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that he creatPn, IIlllch less man, 
Or aught that might his happy state secure, 
Secure from outward forcE". \Vithin himself 
'rhe danger lie', yet lies \I ithin his pow'r : 
Ag,1illQ his will he can receive no harm. 

! Hilt God left free the will; for Ilhat obeys 
Reason, is frcc, and re~son he made right; 
Ellt hid her well beware, and still crcct, 
Lest, by sOllle fair appearing good surpri,'d, 
She dictate fal-c, and mi":l1form thc will 
To do what God expressly halh forbid. 
Not then mi~trllst, but tender love, enjoins 
That I shauLl mind t:lee oft: and wind thou me. 

~ Firm we subsist, yet possible to swene, 
Since reason not impossibly may meet 
Some specious object by the foe suborn'd, 
And fall Into deception unaware, 
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warn'd. 
'Vere better, and most likeh' if from me 
Thou sever lIot; trial will c'ol1le unsought . 

.. ,ronldst tholl approve thy constancy? approve 
First thy obedience; th' other who can know, 
1\'0t. seeing thre attempted, IIho attest '! 
nut if thou think, triul unsought may find 
Us both securer than thus wam'd thou seem'st, 
Go: for thy stay, not (ref', absents thee more. 
Go in thy native innocellc('; rely 
On what thou hast of VirlllC, snmmon all; 
For God towards thee Ilatll dune his part; do thine." 

SECTION IX. 
On ]'I'ocrastinrztion. 

DE "j,e to·day; 'tis llladllCSs to defer: 
Next day the Lita] precedent wiJl plead; 
'fhll' on, till wisdom is push'll out of life. 
l'rocrastination is the thief of time, 
Year after YC.1l" it stcal" till all are necJ ; 
AlJd to the mercie's of a moment lc'll'f'~ 
The Vel;t concerns of an eternal scene. 

MILTON. 
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!! or man's miraculous mistakes, this bears 
The palm, .. That all men are about to lire :" 
For ever on the brinlt of being horn. 
Al! pay themselves the compliment to think, 
They aile day shall not drivel; and their pride 
On this reversion, takes up ready praise; 
At least th'eir own; their future selves applauds j 
How excellenr that life they ne'er will lead! 
Time lodg'rJ in their own hands is folly's vails; 
That lodg'd ill fate'S, to wisdom they consign; 
The thing they can't hut purpose, they postpone, 
'Tis not in folly, not to 5~()rn a fool; 
And scar~e in human wisdom to do more. 

~ All promise is poor dilatory man j 

And that thro' cI'ry stage. \\'hen young, inJeerl, 
In full content we sometime nobly rest, 
Un~nxious for oursell''',; and only wish, 
As duteous sons, ollr fatlier's were more wise, 
At thirty, man suspects himself a fool j 

Knows it at forty, and reforms his plan; 
At fifty, chides his infamous delay; 
Pushes his prudent \lnrpose to resolve j 
1 n all the magnanimity of thought, 
Resolves, amI re-resolve" then dies the same. 

4 And why? Because he thinks himself immortal. 
All men think all men Illortal, but themselves; 
Themselvp<;, when some ~Iarming shock of fate 
Strikes through their v70UlHled hearts the sudden dread j 

nut their hearts wounded, like the wounded air, 
Soon close; where, past tllf; shaft, no trace is foulld. 
As from the wing no scar the sky retains; 
The parted wave no furrow from the lweI; 
80 dies in human he:ll'ts the thought of death. 
Ev'n with the tender teai \\hich Nature sheds 
O'er those we love, we drop it in their grave.-YOUI\G. 

SECTlO:.I X. 

That Philosophy, which SlopS at SeconJar.'} Causes, rpprot.ea. 
HAPPY the man who sees a God employ'd 
In all the good and ill that checker life! 
Resolving :III events, with thpir effects 
And manifolrl result" into the will 
Ano arbitration wise of the ~uprem('. 
Did not his f')'l' mle all thin;~~, and intend 
The least of our concp,rns; (~incE' from the least 
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The greatest oft originate;} could chance 
Find place in his dominion, or dispose 
One lawless particle to thwurt his pl:ln ; 
Tht'n God might be surpris'd, and unforseen 
Contingence might alarm him and disturb 
The smooth anrl equal course of his affairs. 

! This truth, philosophy, though eagle-ey'd 
In naturA's tendencies, oft o'erlooks; 
And having found his instrument, forgel5 
Or disregards, or, more presumptuolls still, 
Denies the pow'r that wields it. God proclaims 
His hot displeasure against foolish men 
That lile all atheist life; involves the heav'n 
In tempests; quits his grasp upon the winds, 
And gives them all their fury; bids a plagu6 
Kindle a fiery boil upon the skin, 
And putrefy the breath of blooming health; 

S lIe calls for famine, ;jnd the meagre fiend 
Blows mildew from between his slil'ivel'd lips, 
AmI taints the golden ear, he springs his llline~, 
And desolates a nation at a blast: 
Forth steps the spruce philosopher, and tells 
Of hOlJlogeneal and discordant springs 
And principles; of causes, how they work 
By necessary laws their sure effects, 
or action and re·action. 

4 He has found 
The source of the disease th;\t nature feel~ ; 
And bids the world take heart and banish fear. 
Thou fool! will thy discov'ry of the Cdllse 
Suspend th' eft.'ect, or heal it! Has not God 
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Still wrought by means since first he niade the world? 
And did he not of old employ his means 
'fa d. own it 1 \Vhat is his creation less 
Than a capaciolls reservoir of means, 
Form'd for his use, and ready at his will ? 
Go, dress thine eyes with eye-salve; ask or him, 
Or ask of whomsoever he has taug,ht ; 
Allu learn, though late, the genuine calise of all. COWPER. 

SECTION XI. 

Indigllant Sentiments on National Prejudices, Slm!ery, s,·c. 
On, for a lodge in some vast wilderness, 
Some boundless contiguity of shade, 
'Vhere rumour of oppression and deceit, 
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Of t1t1successfull or successful war, 
Might never reach me more! l\Iy ear is pain'd, 
My sOlll is ;,i, k with ev'ry day's report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill'd. 
There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart; 
It does not feel for man. The nat'ral bond 
Of brotherhood is SCI ('r'd, as the flax 

That falls asunder at the tonch of fire. 
2 He linds his fellow guilty of a skin 

Not eolol1l"d like his DIm; and having pow'r 
'f' enforcc the wrong, for snch a worth'y cause 
Dooms and devotes liim as his lawflll prey. 
Lands intersected by a lIarrow frith 
Abhor each other. i\1OUlltains interpos'd, 
r.J3ke enemies of nations, \,,1;0 had ehe, 
Like kindred drops, been mingled into one. 

S Thlls man d(~vot(;S his brother, and destroys; 
Alld worsc than all, and most to be deplor'd, 
As human nature's broadest, foulest blot, 
Chains him, and ta,!;, him, and exacts his sweat 
\Vilh stripe" that mercy, I\'ilh a bleeding hearl, 
'Veeps ",hell she sees illtiicted on a Least. 

" Then ",hat;s man! "\n<1 I~hat man seeill~ tbis, 
And havin;c !!lanan fce!i11.~s, llu~s not L!ll~!J 
Ami ha'l~ his hc~c1, to thinl, hilmf'lf a mnn ? 
I woulLl I~ct harc a slave to till IIn- g, ·ound, 
To earry lIIe, 10 fan me whilc I ,lcc-p, 
And trcmhle when I "'11;.-:, for :Ill the wealth 
That sinews bou:.:ht and ;,,)Id have ncr t:arn'd. 

5 No: dear 'IS rrec~lol11 i" and in Illy hc~rt's 
J list e,timillion priz'd ,clore all price; 
I had mnch r,lther he my,clf tbe .'\.' \~, 
Ami wear the bOlH!S. th;lt L,l"lI thelll on him. 
\iT e have no slaves at hl);;~C-lhclI \', hy ahro,IlJ ? 
And they Ihel\lscll'cs Ollce ferried o·n the wave 
'fhat parts us. are amancipate and loos·d. 

6 Slaves cannot breathe ill LII;land: if their lungs. 
Rcceil'e our ail', that moment they :Ire free; 
They touch Dill" country, and their shackles fall. 
'fhat's noble, and bcspcab a nation proud. 
Anel jealous of the l);c,'ill~. Spread it then, 
And let it circulate thro\l~;h cv'ry vein 
Of all your cmpire; that where Britain's power 
Is felt. mankind 111:1 V feel her mercY IOO'-COWPF.R. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
DESCRIPTIVE PIECES. -SECTION I. 

The !Worning in Sum1MT. 
THF; meek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dews, 
At first faint gleaming in the dappled east; 
Till far o'er ether spreads the wid'ning glow; 
And from before the lustre of her face 
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\Vhite bre<:k the clouds away. With quicken'd step 
Brown night retires; young day pours in apace, 
And opens all the lawny prospect wide. 

2 The dripping rock, the mountain's misty top, 
Swell on the sight, and brighten with the dawn. 
Blue, thro' the dusk the smoking currents shine; 
And from the bladed field the fearful hare 
Limps awkward; while along the forset-glade 
The wild deer trip, and often turning gaze 
At early passenger. Music awakes 
The native voice of undissembled joy; 
And thick around the woodland hvmns arise. 

3 Rous'd by the cock, the soon-clad shepherd leave;, 
His mossy cottage, where with peace he dwclls; 
And from the crowden fold, in order, drives 
His flock to taste the verdure of the morn. 

Falsely luxurious, will not man awake; 
And springing from the bed of sloth, enjoy 
'fhe cool, the fragrant, and the silent hour, 
To meditation due and sacred song? 
For is there aught ill sleep can charm the wise? 
To lie in dead oblivion, losing half 
The fleeting moments of too short a life; 
Total extinction of th' enlighten'd soul! 
Or else to feverish vanity alive, 
"\Vilder'd, and tossing thro' distemper'd dreams! 
Who would in such a gloomy state remain 
Longer than nature craves; when ev'ry muse 
And ev'ry blooming pleasure wails without, 
To bless the wildly devious morning walk ?-THOMS()!\[. 

SECTION II. 
RUTal Sounds, as well as Rural Sights, delightful. 
N OR rural sights alone, but rural sounds 
Exhilarate the spirit, and restore 

R. 
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The tone of languid nature. Mighty winds 
That sweep the skirt of some far spreading-wood, 
Of ancient growth, make music, not unlike 
The dash of ocean on his winding shore, 
And lull the spirit while they fill the mind; 
l:nuulllber'd branches waving in the hlast, 
t. nd all their leaves fast flutt'ring all at once. 

!! Nor less composure waits upon the roar 
Of distant floods; or on the softer voice 
Of neigh'bring fountain; or of rills that slip 
Through the cleft rock, and, chiming as they fall 
Upon loose pebbles, lose themselves at length 
In matted grass, that, with a livelier green, 
:Hetrays the secret of their silent course. 
Nature inanimate employs slVeet sunnds; 
nut animated nature sweeter still ; 
'1'0 soothe and satisfy the human ear. 

S Ten thousand lvarblers cheer the day, anel one 
The live-long night. Nor these alone, whose notes 
Nice finger'd art mllst emulate in vain: 
But cawing rooks, and kit.es that swim sublime, 
In itill repeated circles, screaming loud; 
The jay, the pye, and ev'n the boding owl, 
That hails the rising moon, have charms for me. 
Sounds inharmonious in themselves, anrl harsh, 
Yet heard in scenes where peace for eyer reigl15, 
And only there, please higbJy for tbeir sake.-cowpER 

SECTION Ill. 
The Rose. 

'I'IIY. rose had been wash'd, just wash'd in a shO\~'r, 
Which Mary to Anna convey'd ; 

The plentiful moisture encumber'd the flow'r 
And weigh'd down its beautiful head. 

~ The cup was all fiIl'd and the leaves were all wet, 
And it seemed to a fanciful view, 

To weep for the buds it had left with regret, 
On the flourishing bush where it grew. 

S I hastly seiz'd it, unfit as it was 
F'or a nosegay so dripping and drown'd; 

And swinging it rudely, too rudely, alas! 
I snapp'd it-it fell to the ground. 

4 And such, I exc1aim'd is the pitiless part, 
Some act bv the oelicate minrl , 
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Regardless of wringing and breaking a heart, 
Already to sorrow resign'd. 

5 This elegant rose had I shaken it less, 
Might have bloOJll'd with its owner awhile; 

And the tear that is wip'd with a little addre~s, 
i\lay be foHowed, perhaps by a smile.-cowPER. 

SECTION IV. 
Care of Birds for their Young. 

As thus the patient dam assiduous sits, 
Not to be tempted from her tender task, 
Or by sharp hunger, or by smooth delight, 
Tho' the whole loosen'd spring around her blows, 
Her sympathizying partner takes his stand 
High on th' opponent bank, and ceaseless sings 
The tedious time away; or else supplies 
Her place a moment, while she sudden flits 
To pick the scanty meal.-

2 Th' appointed time 
With pious toil fulfilled, the callow young, 
\V arm'd and expanded into perfect life, 
Their brittle bondage break and come to light; 
A helpless family, demanding food 
'Vith constant clamour. 0 what passions then, 
What melting sentiments of kindly care, 
On .the new parents seize! 

S Away they fly 
Affectionate, and undesiring bear 
The most delicious morsel to their young; 
Which equally distributed, again 
The search begins. Even so a gentle pair, 
By fortune Slink, but form'd of gen'rous mould, 
And charm'd with cares beyond the vulgar breast 
In some lone cot amid the distant woods, 
Sustain'd alone by providential Heav'n, 
Oft. as they weeping eye their infant train, 
Check their own appetites and give them all. 
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THO~ISON. 

SECTION·V. 
Liberty and Slavery contrasted. Part of a letter writ'klol 

from Italy, by Addison. 
How has Idnd Heav'n adorn'd this happy land, 
And scatter'd blessings with a wasteful hand! 
But what avail her un exhausted stores, 



196 THE ENGLISH READER. PAR'r II. 

Her blooming mountains, and her sunny shores, 
\Vith all the gifts that heav'n and earth impart, 
The smiles,of nature, and the charms of art, 
'While proud oppression in her valleys reigl'¥i, 
And tyranny usurps her happy plains! 
The poor inhabitant beholds in vain 
The redd'ning orange, and the swelling grain; 
Joyless he sees the growing oils and wines, 
And in the myrtle's fragrant shade, repines. 

2 Oh, Liberty, thou pow'r supremely bright, 
Profuse of bliss, and pregnant with delight! 
Perpetual pleasures in thy presence reign; 
And smiling plenty leads thy wanton train. 
Eas'd of her load, subjection grows more light, 
And poverty looks cheerful in thy sight. 
Thou mak'st the gloomy face of nature gay; 
Giv'st beauty to the sun, and pleasure to the day. 
On foreign mountains may the sun refine 
The grape's soft juice, and mellow it to wine; 
With citron groves adorn a distant soil, 
And the fat olive swell with floods of oil: 
'Ve envy not the warmer clime that lies 
In ten degrees of more indulgent skies; 
Nor at the coarseness of our heav'n repine, 
Tho, o'er oor heads the frozen Pleiads shine: 
'Tis Liberty that crowns Britannia's isle, [smile. 
And makes her banen rocks, and her bleak mountains 

SECTION VI. 
Charity. A Paraphrase on the 15th Chapter of the First 

Epistle to the Corinthians. 
DID sweeter sounds adorn my flowing tongue, 
Than ever man pronounc'd or angels sung; 
Had I all knowledge. human and divine, 
That thou!!;ht can reach, or science can define: 
And had I power to give that knowledge birth. 
In all the speeches of the babbling earth; 
Did Shadrach's zeal my glowing breast inspire, 
To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire; 
Or had I faith like that which Israel saw, 
When Moses gave them miracles, and law: 
Yet, gracious charity, indulgent guest, 
Were not thy power exerted in my breast: 
Those speeches would send up unheeded pray'r 
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That scorn of life would be but wild despair' 
A cymbal's sound were better than my voice; 
My faith were form; my eloquence were noise. 

Z Charity, decent, modest, easy, kind, 
Softens the high, and rears the abject mind; 
Knows with just reins, and gentle hand. to guide 
Betwixt vile shame, and arbitrary pride. 
Not soon provott'd, she easily forgives; 
And much she suffers, as she much believes. 
Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives; 
She Imilds Oul" quiet as she forms our lives: 
J .. ays the rough paths of peevish nature even; 
And opens in each heart a little heav'n. 

3 Each other gift, which God on man bestows, 
Its proper bounds, and due restriction knows: 
To one fix'd purpose dedicates its pow'r, 
And finishing its act, exists no more. 
Thus, in obedience to what Beav'n decrees, 
Knowledge shall fail, and prophecy shall cease: 
But lasting charity'S more ample sway, 
Nor bound by time, nor subject to decay, 
In happy triumph shall for ever live ; 

t ' ) .. , 

And endless good diffuse, and endJesspraise receive. 
4 As through tllp artist's intervening glass, 

0111' eye observes the distant planets pass; 
A little we discover; but allow, 
That more remains unseen, than art can show; 
So whilst our mind its knowledge would improve, 
(Its feeble eye intent on things above, ) I 

High as we may, we lift our reason up, 
By faith directed, and confirm'd by hope; 
Yet we are able only to survey, 
Dawnings of beams, and p ... omises of day ; 
Heav'n's fuller effluence mocks our dazzled sight; 
Too great its swiftness, and too strong its light. 

5 nllt soon the mediate clouds shall be dispeli'd ; 
The sun shall soon be face to face beheld, 
In all his robes, with all his glory on, 
Seated sublime on his meridian throne. 
Then constant Faith, and holy hope shall die; 
One lost in certainty, and one in joy: 
Whilst thOll, more happy pOlf',·, fair Charity, 
Triumphant sister, greatest of the three. 

R'" 
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Thy office, and thy natme still the same, 
Lasting thy lamp, and unconsum'd thy flame, 
Shalt ~till snrvive-
Shalt stand before the hosts ofheav'n confe5t. 
For erer blessing, and for ever blesL-PlllOR, 

SECTIO~ nI, 
Picture of a Good .lIou. 

~OME angel guide my pencil, while I drall", 
'Vhat nothing else than angel can exceed, 
A man on earth devoted to the skies; 
Like ships at sea, while in, above the world. 
\Vith aspect mild, and elavated eye, 
l~eh01.'1 him seated on a mount serene, 
."- Gove the fogs of sense, and passion's storm; 
All the black cares, and tumults of this life, 
.Like harmless thunders, breaking at his feet, 
Excite his pity, not impair his peace. . 

'! Ear~h's genuine sons, the sceptred, and the slave, 
A mingled mob! a wand'ring herd! he sees, 
Rewilder'cJ in the vale; In all unlike! 
His full revel'se in all! What higher praise? 
What strongp,r demonstration of the right! 
'rile present all their care; the future his. 
\Vhen public welfare calls, or private wam, 
They give to fame; his bounty he conceals. 
Their virtues varnish nature; his exalt. 
Mankind's esteem they court; and he ~Iis OlTn. 

S Theirs the wild chase of false felicities; 
His, the compos'd possesiion of the true. 
A like througbout is his consistent piece • 
. '. II of one colour, and an even thread; 
'Vhile party-colour'd shades of happifles~, 
'Vith hideous gaps between, patch up for them 
A madman's robe; each puff of fortune blows 
The tatters by, and shows their nakedness. 

4 He sees with other eyes than theirs; where' they 
Hehold a sun, he 'spies a Deity; 
"'hat makes them only smile, makes him adore~ 
"'here they see mOl1ntiiins, he but atoms sees; 
/\ n empire in his balance, weighs a grain, 
They things terrestrial worship, as uivine; 
His hopes immortal blow them by, 83 dust, 
That dims his sight anu shortens his surveYt. 
Which longs1 in infinite, to lose all bOlm:!. 
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Titles and hononrs (if they prove his fate) 
He lays aside to find his dignity; 
~ 0 dignity they find in aught besides. 

!i They triumph in externals, (which conceal 
Man's real glory,) proud of an eclipse: 
Himself too much he prizes to be proud; 
And nothing thinks so great in m,lIl, as llIan. 
Too dear he holds his int'rest to neglect 
Another's welfare. or his right invade; 
'Cheir int'rest, like a lion, lives on prey. 

1\ They kindle at the shadow of a wrong; 
,\Vrong he sustains with temper, 1001,s on hCH'1l 

Nor stoops to think his injurer his foe: 
Nou;ht, bllt what wounds his virtue, wonnds his peace. 
A cover'd heart their character defends; 
A cover'd heart denies him half his praise. 

7 \Vith nakedness his innocence agrees! 
While their broad foliage testifies their f'lll ! 
Their no joys end, where his full feast begins: 
His joys create, theirs murder, future blilii. 
To triumph in existence, his tllone ; 
And bis alone triumphantly to think 
His true existeace is not yet begun. 
His glorious course was, yesterday, complete: 
Death, then, was welcome; yet life still is iweet.-YOU:I"1t 

SECTION nn. 
The pleasures of Retirement. 

o J{l'{EW he but his happlnesi, of men 
The happiest he! who, far from publio rage, 
Deep in the vale, with a choice few retir'd, 
Drinks the pure plell6ures of ihe rural life. 

'! \Vhat tho' the dame be wanting, whose proud gate 
Each morning, vomits Ollt the sneaking crowd 
Of flatterers false, and in their turn abus'd ! 
Vile intercourse! What though the glitt'ring rolie, 
Of ev'ry hue reflected light can give, 
Or floated loose, or stitfwith mazy gold, 
The pride and gaze of fools, oppr€:ss him not! 
\Vhat tho', from utmolit land and sea IJurvey'd, 
For him each rarer tributary life 
Bleeds not, and his insatiate table heaps 
'With luxury, and death? What tho' his bowl 
Flames not with costly juice; nor sunl. in beds 
Oft of gay care, he tosses out the night, 
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Or mC'lts the thoughtless hours in idle state 1 

\Vhat tho' he knows not those fantastic .ioy~, 
That still amuse the wanton, still deceive; 
.'\ face of pleasure, but a heart of paill : 
Their hollow moments undelighted all ? 
E-illre peace is his; a solid life estrang'd 
To clissapointment and fallicious hope. 

P.AKT IJ, 

:'\ Rich in tontent, in nature's bounty rich, 
In herbs and fruits; \Vhatever greens the spring. 
When heaven descends in showers; or hends the hnllgh 
When slimmer reddens, and when autumn beams: 
Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 
ConccaI'd, and fattens with the ricnest sap: 
These are not wanting; nor the milky drove, 
I_lIxuri.lIIt spread o'er all the lowing vale; 
l'ior bleating mountains; nor the chide of strearn~, 
And hum of bee~, inviting sl~ep sincere 
Into the guiltless breast, beneath the shade, 
Or thrown at large amid the fragrant hay; 
Nor ought besides of prospect, grove, or song, 
Dim grottos, gleaming lakes. and fountains clear. 

4 Here too dwell simp!e truth; plain innocence: 
Unsullied beauty; sound ullbroken youth, 
Patient of labour, with a little pleas'd ; 
Health ever blooming; unambitioul> toil; 
Calm contemplation. and poetic ease.-THOMSGC<, 

SECTION IX. 
The Pleasure and Benc.~t of an impro1:.~J and !Nll-dir(.': .. " 

Imagination. 
Orr ~ bl~ 'I of Heav-n, who not the l'lnguid son;,;' 
Ofluxury, the siren! not the bribes 
Of sordid wealth, nor all the gaudy spoils 
Of pageant Honour, can seduce to leave 
'rhose ever-blooming sweets, which, from the store 
Of nature, fair imagination cul/s, 
To charm the' enli\'en'd soul! \Vhat tho' not all 
Of mortal offspring can attain the height 
Of envied life; tho' only few possess 
Patrician treasures, or imperial state; 
Yet nature's care, to all her children just 
With richer treasu~ers, and an ampler state 
Endows at large whatever happy maR 
Will r.lci;;n to use them. 
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£. His the city's pomp. 
The rural honours his. Whate'er adorns 
The princely dome, column, and the arch, 
The breathing marble and the sculptur'd gold, 
Beyond the proud possessor's narrow claim. 
Hi~ tuneful breast enjoys. For him, the spring 
Distils her dews, and from the silken gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds: for him, the hand 
Of autumn tinges every fertile branch 
With blooming golll, and blushes like the mom. 
Each passing hour sheds tribute from her wing5 : 
And still new beauties meet his lonely wall" 
And loves unfelt attract hi:n. 

:2 Not a breeze 
Flies o'er the meadow; not a cloud imbibe~ 
The setting slln's effulgence; not a strain 
From all the tenants of the warbling shade 
Ascends; but whence his bosom can partal,e 
Fresh pleasure, unreprov'd. Nor thence partakes 
Fresh pleasure only; for th' attentive mind, 
By this harmonious action on her powers, 
Becomes herself harmonious: wont so oft 
In outward things to mediate the charm 
Of sacred order, soon she seeks at home, 
To find a kindred order; to exert 
Within herself this elegance of love, 
This fairinspir'd delight: her temper'd pow'.·s 
Refine at length, and every passion wears 
A chaster, milder, more attractive mien. 

I But if to ampler prospects, if to gaze 
On nature's form, where, negligent of all 
These lesser graces, she assumes the port 
Of that Eternal Majesty that weigh'd 
The worlds foundation; if to these the mind 
Exalts her daring eye; then mighter far 
Will be the change, and nohler. Would the forllls 
Of servile custom cramp her gen'rous pow'rs? 

Would sordid policies, the barb'rous growth 
Of ignorance and rapine, how her down 
To tame pursuits, to indolence and fear! 

;, Lo! she appeals to nature, to the winds 
And rolling waves, the st:n's unwearied course, 
The elements and seasons: all declare 
For what the eternal IlIAKER has ordain'd 
The powers of man: we feel within ourselves 

101 
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His energy di vine; he tells the heart, 
He meant, he made us to behold and love 
Wh'lt he beholds and loves, the general orb 
Of life and being; to be great like Him, 
Beneficient and active. Thus the men 

PAB'l', II. 

Whom nature's works instruct, with God himself, 
Huld converse; grow familiar, day by day, 
With his conce[Jtions ; :ltt upon his plan; 
And fOI'Ol to his, the reli!R of their sOUlS.-AKENSJDE. 

~ 

CHAPTER V. 

PATHETIC PIECES. -SECTION I. 
The Hermit . 

. \T the close of the day, when the hamlet is still, 
And mortals the sweets of forgetfulness prove; 

When nought but the torrent is heard on the hill, 
And nought but the nightingale's song in the grove; 

'Twas thlts by the cave of the mountain afar, 
While hi~ harp rung symphonious, a hermit began; 

No more with himself or with nature at war, 
He thought as a sage, tho' he felt as a man, 

!! .. Ah! why, all abandon'd to darkness alld wo; 
Why, lone Philomela, that languishing call ? 

For spring shall return, and a lover bestow, 
And sorrow 110 longer thy bosom inthral. 

nut, if pity inspire thee, renew the sad lay; 
Mourn, sweetest complainer, man calls thee to mourll, 

o sooth him whose pleasurers like thine pass away; 
Full quickly they pass-but they never retUrn. 

S .. Now gliding remote, on the verge of the sky, 
The moon half extinguish'd her crescent displays; 

But lately I mark'd, when majestic on high 
She shone and the planets where lost in her blaze, 

Roll on, thou fair orb, and with gladness pursue 
The path that conducts thee to splendour again; 

But man's fadet.! glory what change shall renew! 
Ah fool! to exult in a glory so vain! 

4- "'Tis night, and the landscape is lovely no more: 
I mourn; but, ye woodlands, I mourn not for you; 

For morn is approaching your charms to restore, 
Perfum'd with fresh fragrance and glitt'ring with dew 
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Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn ; 
Kind nature the embryo blossom will save: 

But when shall spring visit the lllculdering urn ! 
o when shall day dawn on the night of the grave! 

5 "'Twas thus hy the glare of false science betray'd, 
That leads, to bewilder, and dazzles, to blind; 

l\1.v thoughts wont to roam, from shade onward to shade 
Destruction before me, and sorrow behind. 

o pity, great Father of light then I cried, 
Thv c.f(~ature who fain would not wander from thee, 

Lo, humble in du~t. I relinquish my pride; 
From doubt and (rom darkness thou only canst free. 

, " And darkness and doubt are now flying away; 
No longer I roam in conjecture forlorn : 

So breaks on the traveller, (,lint and astray, 
The bright and the balmy effulgence of morn 

See truth, love, and mercy, in triumph descending, 
And nature all glowing in Eden's til'st bloom! 

On the cold cheek of death smiles and roses are blending 
And beauty immor~al awakes frolll the tomb." 

SECTION II. 
The Beggar's Petition 

PITY the sorrow~ of a poor old man, 

BEATTIE. 

'Vhose trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 
\Vhose clays are dwindled to the shortest sp~n; 

Oh! give relief, and Heaven will bless your store. 
!2 These tatter'd clothes my poverty bespeak; 

These hoary locks proclaim my lengthen'd years; 
And many a fur:'ow in my grief-worn cheek, 

Has been the chaunel to a flood of tears. 
S Yon bouse, erected OD the rising ground, 

With tempting aspe~t drew me from my rO:ld; 
For plenty there a reSidence has found, 

And grandeur a magnificient abode. 
4 lhrd is the fate of the inti rm and poor! 

Here <Ii I crav'd a morsel of their bread, 
A pamper'd menial drove me from the door, 

To seek a shelter in an humbler shed. 
II Oh! take me to your hospitable dome; 

Keen blows the wind, and piercing is the cold! 
Short is my passage to the friendly tomb; 

For I am poor, and misCl'ably old. 
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,~ Should I reveal the sources of my grief, 
If soft humanity e'er touch'd your breast, 
Your hands would not withhold the kinrl relief, 
And tears of pity, woulLi nut be represt. 

7 Heav'n sends misfortunes; why should we repine? 
'Tis Heav'nlhas brought me to the state you see; 

And your condition may be soon like mine, 
Tlie child of sorrow and of misery, 

;; A little farm was my paternal lot j 

Then like the lark, I sprightly haiI'd the morn ; 
Bllt ah! oppression forced me from my cot, 

:it}' cattle died and blighted was my corn. 

'I My ,laughter once the comfort of my age, 
Lur'd by a villian froll1 her native home, 

l, ("1St ahandon'd on the world's wide stage, 
,\nd doom'd in scanty poverty to roam. 

10 l\Iy tender wife, sweet soother of my care! 
Struck with sad anguish at the stern decree, 

Fell, Iing'ring fell, a victim to despair! 
And left the world to wretchedness and me. 

11 Pity the sorrows of a poor old man, 
Whose trembling limbs have borne him to your dOdl , 

Who-,; .iays are dwindled to the shortest span; 
')h! give reliefalld Heav'n will bless your store. 

SECTION III. 

Unhapp,1I close of Life. 
How shocking must thy summons be 0 Death! 
To him that is at ease in his possessions! 
'Vho, counting on long years of pleasure here, 
Is qllite unfurnish'd forthe world to come! 
In that dread moment, how the frantic soul 
Ra yes round the walls of her clay tenement; 
Runs to each avenue. and shrieks for help; 
But shrieks in vain! How wishfully she looks 
011 al\ she's leaving, now no longer her's! 

t A little longer; yet a little longer; 
0, might she stay to wash away her stains! 
And fit her for her passage! Mournful sight! 
Her very eyes weep blood j and ev'ry groan 
~~e heaves is big with horror. But the foe, 
LIke a staunch murd'l'er, steady to his purpose, 
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Pursues her close, thro' ev'ry lane of life; 
Nor misses once the track; but presses on, 
Till, forc'd at last to the tremendous verge, 
At once she sinks to everlasting ruin.-BLAIR 

SECTION IV. 

Elegy to Pity. 
ifA, L, lovely pow'r ! whose bosom heaves the sigh, 

\Vhen fancy paints the scene of deep distress! 
Whose teal s spontaneous, cl'ystalize the eye, 

'V!Jcn rigid fate denies the pow'r to bless. 

':! Not all the sweets Arabia's gales convey 
From flow'ry meads, can with that sigh compare; 

Not dew-drops glitt'ring in the morning ray, 
Seem near so beauteous as that falling tear. 

S Devoid of feal' the fawns around thee play; 
Emblem of peace, the dove before thee flies; 

No blood-stain'd traces mark thy blameless way: 
Beneath tby feet, no hapless insect dies. 

4 Come, lovely nymph, and range the mead with me, 
To spring the partridge from the guileful foe: 

From secret snaIes the struggling bird to free; 
And stop the hand uprais'd to give the blow. 

~ And when the air with heat meridian glows, 
And nature drooJ7s beneath the conqu'ring gleam, 

Let us, slow wand'ring where the current flows, 
Save sinking flies that tIoat along the stream. 

G Or turn to nobler, greater tasks thy Care, 
To me thy sympathetic gifts impart; 

Teach me in friendship's griefs to bear a share, 
And justly boast the gen'rOlls feeling heart. 

7 Teach me to .ootll the helpJes50rphan's grief; 
With timely aid the widow's woes assuage; 

To mis'ry's moving cries to yield relief; 
And be the sure resource of drooping age. 

8 So when the genial spring of life shall fade, 
And sinking nature own the dread decay, 

Some soul congenial then may lend its aid, 
And gild the c!OIie of life's eventful day. 

S 
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SECTION v. 
P'pr .. rs sUPJlosed to be fOTitten by Alexander Selkirk, during 

his solitary abode in the leland of JUGn Fernandez 

J A~r monarch of all I sUrl'ey 
My right there is none to dispute; 
From the centre all round to the sea, 
I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 
()h ! solitude where are the charms, 

That sages have seen in thy face! 
Better dwell in the midst of alarms, 

Than reign in this horrible place. 

!t I am cut of humanity's reach; 
I must finish my journey alone: 

Never hear the sweet music of speech 
I start at the sound ofmv own. 

The beasts that roam over the plain, 
My form with indifference see: 

They are so unacquainted with mao, 
Thelr tameness is shocking to me. 

Ii Society, friendship, and love, 
Divinely bestow'd upon man, 

Ob, had I the wings of a dove, 
How soon would I taste you ag·ain ! 

lUy sorrows I then might assl1:lge 
In the waY5 of religion and truth; 

Might learn from the wisdom of age, 
And becheer'd by the sallies of youth. 

4 Religion! what treasure untold 
Rc,ides in tbat heavenly word! 

More precious than silver or gold. 
Or all that this earth can afford. 

But the sound of the church-going beU, 
These valleys and rocks never heard; 

Ne'er sigh'd at the sound of a knell, 
Or smil'd when a sabbath appear'd. 

~ Ye winds that have made me your sport, 
. Convey to this desolate shore. 

Some cordial endearing report 
Of a land I shall visit no more. 

J\ly friends do they now and then send 
A wish or a thought after me? 
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o teU me I yet have a friend, 
Though a friend I am never to see. 

t) How fleet is a glance of the mind! 
Compar'd with the speed of its flight, 

The tempest itself langs behind, 
And the swift-wing'cl arrows of light. 

When I think of my own native Jand, 
III a moment I seem to be there; 

But alas! recollection at hand 
Soon hurries me back to despair. 

I 

7 But the sea-fowl has gone to her nest, 
The beast is laid down in his lair; 

Evan here is a season of rest, 
And I to my cabin repair. 

There's mercy in every place; 
And mercy-encouraging thought ! 

Gives even affliction a grace," 
And reconciles mall to his 10t.-COWPEr. 

SECTION VI 
Gratitude •. 

WHBN all thy mercies, 0 my God! 
My rising soul sUffeys, 

'rransported with the view, I'am lost 
In wonder, love, aud praise. 

~ 0 ho\v shall words with equal warmth, 
The gratitude declare, 

That glows within my ravish'd heart! 
But thou canst read it there. 

S Thy providence my life sustain'd, 
And all my wants red rest, 

When in the silent womb I lay, 
And hung upon the breast. 

4, To all my weak l'omplaints and cries, 
1'hy mercy lent an ear, 

Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learn'd, 
To form themselves in prayer. 

5 Unnnmber'd comforts to my soul 
Thy tender care bestow'd, 

Before my infant heJrt conceiv'd 
From whom (hose cornfol'ls ilow'd. 

!()7 



THE ENGLISH READEr... 

6 When in the slippery paths of youth, 
'Vith heedless steps I ran, 

Thine arm, Ullseen, convey'd me safe, 
And led me up to man. 

o Through hidden dangers, toils and deaths. 
It gently clear'd my way; 

And through the pleasing snares of vice, 
More to be feared than they.. 

S When worn with sickness, oft hast thOll, 
'With health renew'a. my face; 

And whon in sins and sorrows sunk •• 
Reviv'd my sOIlI with grace. 

9 Thy bounteous hand, ''fith worldly bliss, 
Has made my cup run o'er: 

And, in a kind and faithful fdend 
Has doubled all my store. 

10 Ten thousand thousand precious gifts, 
My daily thanks employ; 

Nor is the least a cheerful heart, 
That tastes those gifls whh joy. 

11 Through ev'ry period of my life, 
Thy goodness I'll pursue; 

And, after death, in distal]t worlds, 
The glorious theme renew. 

12 When nature fails, and day and nigbt 
Divide thy wor_ks no more, 

My ever-grateful heart, 0 Lord! 
Thy mercy shall adore. 

IS Through all eternity, to thee 
A joyful song I'll raise; 

For 0 ! eternity's too short 
To utter all thy praise.-ADDISIHV. 

SECTION VII. 

PART n. 

A man perishing in the SnotD; from wlwnce Rejkctionl or: 
raised on the miseries of Life. 

As thus the snows arise: and foul and fierce 
All ~vinter drives along the darken'd air; , 
1~ hiS own loose-revolving field, the slVain 
Dlsaster'd stands; sees other bills asceud, 
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Of unknown joyless brow; and other 5Gene~, 
Of horrid prospect, shag the trackless plain. 
Nor finds the river, nor the forest, hid 
Beneath the formless wild; but wanders on. 
From hill to dale, still more and more astray; 
Impatient flouncing through the drifted heaps. 
Stung with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of home 
Rus.h on his nerves, and call their vigour forth 
In many a vain attempt. 

! How sinks his !(luI! 
What black despair, what horror fills his heart! 
When, for the duslty spot, which fancy feigll'd 
His tuftEl.d cottage rising through the snow, 
He meets the roughness of the middle wasle 
Far from the track, Rnd blest abode of mall ; 
'Vhile round him night resistless closes fast, 
And every tempest howling o'er his head 
Renders the savage wilderness more wild. 

~ Then throng the busy shapes into his mind, 
Of cover'd pitts, unfathomablr deep. 
A dire descent, beyond the pow'r of frost! 
Of faithless bogs; of precipices huge. 
£mooth'd up with inow; and what is land, "nknown, 
What water, orthe still unfruzen spring, 
In the loose marsh Ol' solitary lake, 
Where the fresh fountain from the bottom boils. 

4 Theie check his fearflll steps; and down he iinks 
Beneath the shel ter of the shapeless drift, 
Thinking o'er all the bitterness of death, 
Mix'd with the tender anguish nature shoots 
'Through the wrung boson: o.f th~ dying mall, 
His wife. his children, ana hiS friends unseen. 

5 In vain for him the officious wife prepares 
The fire fair-blazing, and the vestment warm; 
In vajn his little children, peeping out 
Into the mingled storm, demand their sire, 
With tears of artless innocence. Alas! 
Nor wife, nor children, more shall he behold; 
Nor friends, nor sacred home. On every none 
The deadly winter seizes; shuts. up sense j 

And o'er his inmost vital, creepmg cold, 
Lays him along the snows a stiffen'd corse, 
Stretch'd out, and bleaching in the northern Llasl., 

S4I 
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6 Ah, little think the gay licentious proud, 
\Vhom pleasurers, pow'r, and affluance surround, 
They who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth, 
And wanton, often cruel riot, waste; 
Ah little think they, while they dance along, 
How many feel this very moment, death, 
.~nd all the sad variety of pain! 
How many sink in the devouring flood, 
Or more devouring flame! How many bleed, 
By shameful variance betwLxt man and man! 

7 HO\v many pine in want, in dungeon glooms, 
Shut from the common air, and common u!le 
Of their own limbs! How many drink the cup 
Of baleful grief. or eat the bitter bread, 
Of misery! Sore picrc'd by wintry winds, 
How ma:1y shrink into the sordid hut 
Of cheerless poverty! How many ;hake 
Wi~h all the fiercer tortures of the mind. 
Unbounded passion, madness, guilt, remor~ ! 

s How many, rack'd with honest passions, (hoop 
In deep retir'd distress! How m~ny stand 
Around the death-bed rl' their d€Hest friends, 
And point the parting anguish! Thought fond man 
Of these and all the tllousand nameless ills, 
That one incessant stru~glc render ltf', 
One s~ene cf toil, of sulfering and of fate, 
Vice in his high, career would stand appall'd, 
And heedless rambling impulse learn to think j 

The conscious heart of charity would warm, 
And her wide wish benevolence dilate, 
The social tear would rise, the social sigh; 
And into clear perfection, gradual bliss, 
Refining still the social passion, \York.-'rBO~o~. 

SECTION VIII. 

A morning Hymn. 
TIlESE are thy glorious works, parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, ' 
Thus wond'rous fair: thyself holY IVond'rous then 
Unsr;eakable. who sitt'st above these heavens 
To us, invisible, or dimly seen ' 
In tbese thy lower works; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, ulld pow'r divine. 
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~ Speak ye wbo best can tell, ye ~on9 of light, 
Angels; for ye'behold him, amI with songs 
And choral symphonies, day withont night, 
Circle his throne }'ejoicing; ye in heaven, 
On earth, join all yo creatures to extol 
Him fir~t, Him last, Him midst, and without end. 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of nigbt. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn, 
tlure pledge of day, that'crO\\'n'st the smilling mDm 
,Vith they bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere, 
While 1iay arises, that sweet hour of prime. 
Thcru sun, of this great world, both eye and S(}ul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater, sound his prai!18 
In thy eternal course, both when thou climb'st, 
And when high noon hastgain'd and when tholl f,IIl's;. 

S Moon, that now mee'st the orient sun. now fly'st 
\Vith the fix'd stars, fix'd in theif orb thllt flies; 
And ye five other wand' ring fire! -that move 
III mystic dance, not without song resounrl 
His prai~, who out of dark.ness Qall'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements. thlt eldest birth 
Of nature's womh, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
And nourish all things; lea yoUl ceaseleu change 
Vary to our great MAKER still new praise. 

4 Ye mists and exhaltations thal now rise 
From hill or streaming lake, dusky or gray, 
Till the !Un paint Y'Jur fleecy skirts with gold, 
In honour to the world's great AUTHOU rise! 
\Vhether to deck with clouds tb' uncolour'd sky, . 
Or wet the th'l'isty earth with falllng showr's, 
Rising or falling, still advance ~is praise. 

~ His praise, ye winds, that from lour quarters b,?w, 
Breath soft or loud; and "avo your tops, ye pme~. 
'Vith eV'ry plant, in sign of worship wave. 
Fountains and ye that warble as ye flow 
Melodious" murmurs, warbling tune his praise. 
Join voices, al\ ye living souls; ye birds, 
That singinA:;, up to heaven's gate ascenrJ, . 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise 

e Ye that in '!aters glide, and ye that walk. 
'fhe earth, and stately tre:!d, or 10".ly creep~ 
'Vitness if I be silent, morn or even, 
To hill, or valley, fountain, fll' fresh shade 
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise) 
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Hail, UJ(IVERSAL LORD! be bounteous still 
To give us only good; and if the night 
Has gather'd aught of evil, or conceal'C!, 

P ART II. 

Disperse it, as now light dispels the darlt,-MII.'l'O:"'. 

~ 

CHAPTER VI, 

PROJl[lSCUOUS PIECES. -
SECTION I. 

Ode to ContC'4t 
o Taou, the nymph with placid eye,-
o seldom found, JP.t enr nigh! 

Receive my temp'rate 'OIV-; 
Not all the storms that ilhake tlie pole 
Can e'er disturb thy halcyon s()ul, 

And smooth, unalter'd bro", 

~ 0 come, in simplest vest array'd 
\Vith all thy sober oheer display'd 

To bless my lon~ing sight; 
Thy mien'compos'd, thy even pact', 
Thy meek regard, thy matron grace, 

And chaste subdu'd delight. 

:3 No more by varying passions beat, 
o gently guide my pilgrim feet 

To find thy hermit cell; 
V(here in some pure and equal sl{y, 
Beneath thy soft indulgent eye. 

The modest virtues dwell. 

4 Simplicity in attic vest, 
And innocence, with candid breait, 

And clear undaunted eye; 
And Hope, who points to distant yeari, 
Fair op'ning thro' this vale of tears 

A vista to the sky. 

S There Health, thro' whose calm bosom glide 
The temp'rate joys in even tide, 

That rarely ebb or flow j 
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And Patience there, thy sister meek, 
Presents her mild unvarying cheel_, 

To meet the ofl'er'd blow. 
6 Her influence taught the Phrygian sage 

1\. tyrant master's wanton rage, 
With settled smiles, to meet: 

Inur'd to toil and bitter bread, 
He bow'd his meek submitted head, 

And kiss'd thy sainted feet. 
7 But thou, 0 nymph, reti,'d and coy! 

In what bmwn hamlet dost thou joy 
To tell thy tendet tale '? 

The lowliest children of the ground, 
1'loss-ros6 and violent blossom round, 

And lily or the vale. 
S 0 say what soft propitious hour 

I best may choose to hail thy pow'r, 
And court thy gentle sltay '? -

When autumn, friendly to dIe muse, 
Shall thy own modest tinu diffuse, 

And shed thy milder day! 
9 When eve, her dewy star beneath, 

Thy balmy spirit loves to breatbe, 
And eV'ry storm is laid 1 

If such an hour was e'er thy choice, 
Oft let me hear thy soothing voice, 

Low whisp'ring through the shade 

SECTION II. 
The shepherd and the Philosopher. 

REMOTE from cities liv'd a swain. 
Unvex'd with all the cares of gain. 
His head was silver'd o'er with age, 
And long experience made him sage; 
In summer's heat and winter's cold, 
He fed his flock; and penn'd the fold; 
His hours in cheerful labour fiell', 
Nor envy nor ambition knew; 
His wisdom and his honest fame, 
Through all the country rais'd his name. 

':! A deep philosopher (whose rules 
Of moral life were qrawn from school) 
The shepherd's homely cottage sought, 
And thus explor'd his reach of tbollgbt. 
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" Whence is lhy learning 1 Hath thy toil 
O'er book3 consum'd the III :dnight oil ? 
Hast thou old Greece and Rome survey'd, 
And the vast sellse of Plato weigh'd 1 
Hath Socrate3 thy soul refin'cl, 
And hast thou fathom'd Tuji,'s mind '! 
Or, like the wise Ulysses throwll, 

PAR'l'. If. 

By various fates, on realms unknown, 
Hast thou through many cities stray'd, 
Their custom~y laws, and manners weigh'd ? 

$ The shepherd modestly replied, 
" I ne'er the paths of learning tried; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign parts, 
To lead mankind, their lall's and arts; 
For man is practis'd In disguise; 
He cheats the most discerning eyes. 
Wbo by that search shall wiser grow; 
By that ourlelves lI'e never know. 
The little knowledge I have gain'd, 
Was all from simpl~ nattue drain'd; 
Hence my life's maxims, took their rise,. 
Hence grew my settled hate of vioo. 

4. The daly laboUls of the bee, 
Awake my·soul to iod.stry. 
,\Vho can observe th~ careful ant, 
And not provide for future want? 
::Ily dog (the trustiest of his kind) 
With gratitude inilames mv mind. 
I mark his true, hii faithful way, 
And, in my service, copy Tray, 
In constancy and nuptial love, 
I learn my duty from the dove. 
The hen, who from the chilly air 
'Vith pious wing, protects her care, 
And ev'ry fo\vI that flies at large, 
Instructs me ill a parent's charge. 

:; From nature too I take my rule, 
To shun contempt and ridicule, 
I never with important ail', 
In conversation overbear. 
Can grave and formal pass for wise; 
'Vhen men the solemn owl despise 1 
My tongue within my lips I rein; 
For who tall.s much must talk in vain, 
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'Ve from the wordy torrent fly; 
'Vho listens to the chatt'ring pye? 
Nor would I with felonious flight, 
By stealth invade my neighbour's right. 

6 Rapacious animals we hate; 
Kites, hawks, and\volves, deserve their fate 
Do not we just abhorrence find 
Against the toad and serpent kind 1 
But envy, calumny, and spite, 
Bear stronger venom in their bite. 
Thus ev'ry object of creation, 
Can furnish hints to contemplation; 
And, from the most minute and mean, 
A virtuous minn can morals glean. 

7 "Thy fame is just," the sage replies, 
"Thy virtue proves thee truly wise, 
Pride often guides the author's pen, 
Books as affected are as men; 
But he who studies nature's laws, 
From certain twth his maxims draws, 
And those, without our schools, suffice 
To make IDen moral, good, and wise. -'-C:\ A Y 

SECTION III. 

The Road to happiness open to all men. 

Oe happiness! our being's end and aim! 
Good, pleasure, ease, content, whate'er thy name; 
That something still which prompts th' eternal sigh, 
For which we bear to live, or dare to die: . 
\Vhich ~tiJl so near us, yet belond us lieg : 
O'erJook'd, seen double, by the fool and "iae, 
Plant of celestial seed, if dropt below, 
liay, in what mortal soil than deign'st to grow 

S Fair op'ning to some court's propitious shrioo, 
Or deep with diamonds in the flaming mine? 
Twin'd with the wreaths Parn'lssian laurels yeihl, 
Or reap'd in iron harvests of the field, 
Where grows? wh.,re grows it not? if vain our roil, 
\Ve ought to blame the culture, not tha soil. 
Fix'd to no spot is happiness sincere ; 
'Tis no where to be found, or ev'ry where; 
'Tis never to be booght, but always free; • 
And, fled from monarchs, St. John! dwells wilh thep., 

B Ask of the learn'd the way. " Tile learn'd are blind; 
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This bi!h to serve, and that to shun mankind; 
Some place the bliss in action, some in ease: 
Those call i~ pleasure, and contentment these: 
80me sunl, to beasts, tind pleasure end in pain; 
80me swelI'd to gods, confess ev'n virtue vai.n: 
Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, 
To trust in ev'ry thing, or doubt of all. 

4 \Vho thus define it, ,aY'they more or less 
Than this, that happiness is happiness? 
Take nature's path, and mad opinions leave: 
All states can reach it, and all heads conceive; 
Obvious her goods, in no extreme they dwell ; 
There needs but thinking right, and meaning well ; 
And mourn our various portions as we please, 
Equal is common sense. and common ealle. 

Remember, man, "the universal cause 
Acts not by partial, but by gen'rallaws;" 
And makes what happiness we justly call, 
Subsist cot iu the good of one, but alJ,-POl'E. 

SECTION IV. 
The Goodness of ProvidenCE. 

THE Lord my pasture shall prepare, 
And feed me with a shepherd's care; 
His presence sinH my wants supply, 
And guard me with a \vatchful eye; 
My noon-day walks he shall attend, 
And all my midnight homs defend, 

'"!. \Yhen in the sultry glebe I faint, 
Or au the thirsty mountains pant: 
'fo fertile vales, and dewy meads, 
My weary wand'ring steps he leads; 
\Vhere pe~ceful rivers, soft and slow, 
Amid the verdant landscape flow. , 

5 Tho' in the paths of death I tread; 
\Vith gloomy horrors overspread, 
l\Iy steadfast heart shall fear no ill ~ 
For thou, 0 Lord, art with me still ; 
Thy friendly crook shall give me aid, 
And guije me through the dreadful shade. 

i Tho' in a bare and rugged way, 
Through devious lonely wilus I stray, 
Thy bounty shan my pains beguile; 
The barren wilderness shaH smile 
\Vith sudden greens and herbage' crown'd, 
And streanu shaH murmur all lUound ..... ADDlSO:i, 
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SECTION V. 
The Creator's Works attest his greatness. 

The spacious firmament on hia:h, 
With all the blue ethereal sky~ 
And spangl'd heav'ns a shining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim; 
Th' unweari'd sun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator's pow'r display, 
Ami publishes to ev'ry land. 
The work of an Almighty hand. 

2 Soon as the ev'ning shades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wond'rous tale; 
And, nightly, to the list'ning earth, 
ReIJeats the story of her birth; 
'Vhilst all the stars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And spread the truth from pole to pole. 

S 'Vhat thou in solemn silence, all 
Move round the dark terresttial ball! 
"'hat th6" no real voice nor sound, 
Amid their radiant orbs be found! 
In reason's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 
1"01' ever singing as they shine, 
"The hand that made us, is Divine."-ADDISON. 

SECTION VI. 
An Addres, to the Deity. 

!17 

o 'l'UOU ~ whose balance does the mountains weigh i 
'Vhose will the wild tumultuous seas obey 
\Vbose breath can turn those wat'ry worlds to flame, 
'I'hat flame to tempest, and that tempest tame; 
Earth's meanest son, all trembling, postrate falls, 
And on the bounty of thy goodness calls. 

~ O! give the winds all past offence to sweep, 
To scalier wide, or bury in the deep. 
Thy po\\,'r, my weakness, may I ever see, 
And wholly ded'lI~ate my soul to thee. 
Jteign o'er my will; my passions e?b and fiow 
At thy comma',ld, nor human mot,lve know! 
If an"er boil, 'let anger be my praise, 
And ~in the graceful indignation raise. 

T 



THE ENGLISH READER. 

my love be warm to succour the distress'd, 
And lift the burden from the soul oppress'd. 

:; 0 may my understanding ever read 

P.AR'r II. 

This dorious volume which thy wisdom made! 
May sea and land, and earth, and he~v'n, be join'd, 
To bring th' eternal Author to my mind! 
,,'llell oceans roar, or awful thunders roll, 
Ma}' thoughts of thy dread vengeance, shake my soul ~ 
lVhen earth's in bloom or planets proudly shine, 
Adore, my heart, the Majesty divine! 

4 (; rant I Illay erer, at the morning ray, 
Open with pray'r the consecrated day; 
Tune thy great praise, and bid my soul arise, 
And with the mounting sun ascend the skies; 
As that advances, let my zeal improve, 
And glow II ith ardour of consummate love; 
Nor cease at eve, hilt with the setting SUIl 

My endless 1V0rship shall be still begun. 
;) ,~nd oil ! permit tbe gloom of solemn night, 

T" slcred thougbt lIlay furcibly invite. 
\\hen this world's sliut, and awful planets rise, 
Call on our minds, and raise them to tbeskies! 
CI)Il~IJ(,,(: uur souls with a less dazzling sight, 
And show all nature ill a milder light i 
How ev'ry boist'rous thought in calm subsides; 
H,J \I th~ smooth'd spirit into goodness glides! 

6 0 how. divine! to tread the milky way, 
T'.' the bright palace of the Lord of Day; 
Hi:; court admire; or for his favour sue, 
Or leagues of friendship with his saints renew; 
Pleas'd to look down and see the world asleep; 
'While I long vigils to its Founder keep! 

Camt tholl llOt shake the centre 7 011, control. 
~:il,l';11 by force, the rebel in my soul i 
'1'11'."1 who canst still the raging of the flood, 
He,train the various tumults of my blood; 
Teach me, with' equal firmness, to sustain 
Alluring·pleasure, and assaulting pain. 

7 0 may I pant for thee in each desire 7 
And with stroll!:!: faith foment the holv tire! 
~tretch out 1Il.\:' soul in hope, and gra.sp the prize. 
W!:ich in ttemit)', deep bosom lies! 
~t the great day of recompense behold, 
r lC\"I)ld affear; the fatal book unfold ~ 
'!,I;en ,,",ftell upward to tbe blissful seat, 
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From age to age 111)' grateful song repeat; 
My Light, my Lire, niy God, my Saviour see. 
And rival angels in the praise of thee !-YOUN~. 

SECTION VII, .. 
The pursuit of Happi,lcSS often ill-directed 

THE miunight moon serenely smiles 
O'er nature's soft repose; 

No low'ring cloud obscures the sky, 
Nor ruffling tempest blows . 

.!l Now every passion sinks tn rest 
The throbbing heart lies still.; 

And varying schemes of !ire no more 
Distract the Jab'ring wHl 

S In silence, hush'd to re-a!.on's voice, 
Attends each mental pow'r ; 

Come, dear Emilia, and enjoy 
Reflection's fav'rite hOIlr. 

4 Come, while the peaceful scene inviles, 
J"et's search this ample round; 

\Vhere sball the lovely Beetin~ form 
Of happiness. be found 1 

1'1 Does it amidst the frolic mirth-
Of gay assemblies dwell ; 

Or-hide beneath the solemn gloom, 
That shades the hermit'a cell ? 

IS How oft the laughing brow of joy 
A sick'ning heart conceals! 

And, through tbe cloister's deep reoess, 
J nvading sorrow steals. 

7 In vain, through beauty, fortune, wit, 
The fugitive we trace; 

It dwens not in tl'J.e- faithless smile, 
That brightens Clodia's face. 

I! Perhaps the joy to these deny'd, 
The heart in friendship finds: 

Ah ! dear delusion, gay conceit 
or visionary, mjnds ! 

i Howe'er our varying notions rove, 
Yet all agree in one, 

To place its being in some state, 
At distance from our own. 

10 0 blind to each indulgent aim, 
Of power supremely wise,_ 
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Who 'Cancy happiness in aught 
The hand of Beav'n denies! 

11 Vain is alil,e the joy we seek, 
And vain what we possess, 

Unless harmonious reason tunes. 
The passions into peace. 

L! To temper'd wishes, just desires, 
Is happiness confin'd ; 

Anti de,\f to folly's call, attends 
The music of the mind.-cARTER, 

SECTION VIII. 

The Fire-Side.. 

DEAR Chloe, while the busy crowil, 
The vnin, the wealthy, and the proud. 

In folly'S maze advance; 
Tho' singularity and pride 
Be call'd our choice, we'll step aside, 

Nor join the giddy dance. 
!! From the gay world, we'll oft retire 

To our 0\0:1 f£!mily and fire. 
\Vhere love our hours employs; 

No noisy neighbour enters here, 
No intermeddling stranger near, 

To spoil Oll\" heart-felt joys. 
!J If solid happiness we prize, 

Within our breast this je\\ellies; 
And they are fools who roam: 

The world has nothing to bestolV ; 
From our olVn selves our joys must flow, 

And that dear hut our home. 
4 Of rest was Noah's dove bereft, 

When with impatient wing she left 
That safe retreat, the ark; 

Giving her vain excursion o'er, 
The dIsappointed bird once more 

Explor'd the sacred .bark.-
~ Tho' fools spurn Hymen's gentle pow'rs 

'Ve, who improve his golden hours. 
By sweet experience know, 

That marrige rightly understood, 
Gives to tha tender and the good 

A paradise below. 

PART" n. 



<TUAP, VI. PROl'IISCUOUS PIECES. 

6 Our babes shall richest comfort bring; 
If tutor'<l right, they'll pro\'e a spring 

\Vhence pleasures ever rise; 
'Ve'll form their minus, with studious cale. 
To all that's "panly, good, and fair, 

And train them for the skies. 
'1, While they our wisest hours engage, 

They'll joy our youth, support our age, 
And crown our hoary hairs! 

They'll grow in virtue ev'ry day, 
And thus our fondest lo\'es repay, 

And recompense our cares. 
& No borrow'd joys! they're all our own, 

\Vhile to they world we live unknown 
Or by the world forgot; 

Monarchs! we envy not your state; 
'Ve look with pity on the great, 

And bless our humbler Jot. 
g Our portion is not large indeed! 

But then how little do we need! 
For nature's calls are few: 

In this the art of living lies, 
To want no more than may suffice, 

'And make that little do. 
10 'Ve'll therefore relish, with content. 

Whate'er kind Providence has sent, 
Nor aim beyond our pow'r: 

For if our stock be very small, 
'Tis prudence to enjoy'it all, 

Nor lose the present hoUl~. 
11 To be resign'd when ills betide, 

Patiellt when favours are denied, 
And pleas'd with favours giv'n: 

Dear Chloe, this is wisdom's part; 
This is that incense of the heart, 

\Vhose fragrance smells to heav'n. 
Ii We'll ask no long protracted treat, 

Since winter,life is seldom sweet; 
But when our feast is o'er, 

Grateful from table we'll arise, 
Nor grudge our sons with envious eyes, 

The relics of our store. 
13 Thus, hand in hand, thro' life we'll gl)" 

,Its checker'd paths of joy and WOo 
T' 
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\Vith cautious steps we'll tread; 
Quit its vain scenes without a tear, 
'Vithollt a trollble or a fear, 

C\lIrl mingle with the dead. 
14 \VI:ile conscience, like a faithflll friend, 

Skill thro' the gloomy vale attend, 
A nd cheer our dying breath; 

Shall, when all other comforts rease, 
Like a kind angel \\ hisper peace, 

_'\nd smooth the bed of death.-coTTOl". 

SECTION IX. 

l'ART II. 

Providence rindicated in the )il"mllt state oj ll-Jan, 

lIEF':; from all creatures, hides the book offate. 
All but the page prescrib'd, their present state; 
From brutes ",hat men, from men what spirits kilO" 
Or who could suffer beil1!~ here below? 
The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day, 
Had he thy reason, would he 51,if' and \Jlay! 
PJeas,d to the last, he crops the tlow'ry food, 
And licks the hand just rais'd to shed his blood. 

2 Oh blind less to the future! kindly giv'n 
That e::tch may fill the circle mark'd by Heav'n; 
'Vho sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish, or a sparrow. fall : 
Atoms or systems into ruin hurl'd, 
And now a bubble but'st, and now a world. 

:=; Hope humbly then; with tremiJling pinions !IOar; 
'Vait the great teacher Death: and God adore, 
What future bliss he gives not thee to know, 
Bllt gives that hope to be thy blessing now. 
j; fJ!Jf~ springs eternal in the human breast; 
:'.LlIl never is, but always TO BE blest. 
The sOlll, ulleasy, and confined from home, 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come. 

4 Lo, the poor Indian! 'whose llntutor'd mind 
Sees God in cloud~, or hears him in the wind; 
His soul proud scienr.e never taught to stray 
Far as the Solar Walk or Milky Way, 
Yet simple nature to his hope has giv'n. 
Behind the cloud-topt hill, a humbler beav'n ; 
Some safer world in depth of woods embrac'd. 
Some happier island in the watr'v waste: 
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No fiends torment, no Christi<lns thh,( for gokl. 
5 '1'" BE contents his natural desire; 

He asks no angel's wing, no seraph's tire; 
Hat thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 
His faithful dog shall beal' him compallL 

Go, wiser thOll! and in thy sc~le of sense, 
Weigh thy opinion against Providence; 
Call imperfection what than fanciest sllch; 
Sa)" here he giv~ ,too little, there too I1lllch.-

~ 1n pl'ide, in reas'ning pride, am errol' lies: 
All quite their sphere, and rush info the slde~., 
Pride still is aimillg:1t the hlest a bodes; 
~\i en ""JIIld he angels, angels wonld he 'godt. 
Aspiring to he gods, if anc:els fell, 
Aspiring to be angels, men rebel: 
A nd who but wishes to invert the laws 
Of ORDER, sins against th' I:n:r.:-;.~L CA C':L.-forr, 

f'ECTION X. 

Selfrshness Reproved. 

lIAs God thou fool! work'd solely for thy good, 
Thy joy, thy pastime, thy attire, thy foor] ? 
\Vho for thy table feeds the wantoll fa 11'11 , 

For him as kindly spreads the !low'ry hw'l. 
Is it for thee the lark a~cel1ds alld sings 1 

Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings. 
Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat? 
Loves of his own, and raptures swell the note. 

i The bounding steed yon pornpollsly hestride, 
;-;hares with his lord the plea"ll'e and the pride 
Is thine alone the seed that strews the plaill ? 
The birds of heav'n shall vindicate their grain 
1'hine the full hdfvest of the golden year? 
Part pays, and justly, the desening steer. 
The hog that ploughs not,nor obeys thy call, 
Lives on the labours of this lord of all. 

!I Know nature's children all divide her care; 
The fur that lVarms a monarch, warm'd a bear. 
\Vhile man exclaims, "See all things for my use 1" 
.. See man for mine ~" replies a pamper'd goose. 
And just as short of reason he must fall, 
Who things all made for one, Ilot one for all. 

4 Grant that the pOl\"rful still the weak control; 
De man the wit and tyrant of the whole: 
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N dtme that tyrant checks; he only knows, 
And help another creature's wallts and woes, 
Say, will the falcon, stooping from above, 
Smit with her varying plumage, spare the dove? 
Admires the jay the insect's gilded wings? 
Or hears the hawk wllf>n Philomela sings? 

:, Man cares for all: to birds he gives his woods, 
To beasts his pastures, and to {ish his floods; 
For some !-:is int'rest prompts him to provide, 
For more his pleasures, yet for more his pridl'. 
All feed on one vain patron, and enjoy 
Th' extensive blessing of his luxury. 

6 That very life his learned hunger craves, 
lIe saves from famine, from the savage sHes; 
Nay, feasts the animal he dooms his frast; 
,\ nd, till he ends the being, makes it blest: 
\Vhich sees no more the stroke, nor feels the pain, 
Than favour'd man by touch ethereal slain.' 
The creature had his feast of life before; 
Thou loo mllst perish, when thy feast is o'er !-POI'E. 

SECTION XI. 

Human Frailty. 

\VF.AK and irresolute is man; 
'fhe purpose of to-day, 

\Voven with pains into his plan, 
To-morrow rends awav. 

~ The bow we11 bent, and ~mart the spring. 
Vice seems already shin; 

But passion rudely snaps the string, 
And it revives again. 

S Some foe to his upright intent, 
Finds out his weaker part; 

Virtue engages his assent, 
But pleasure IVins his heart. 

4 'Tis here the folly of the wise, 
Through all his art, we "iew; 

And .while h.is tongue the charge denies. 
HIS conscience owns it true. 

5 Bound on a voyage of awful length, 
And dangers littlp. known, 

A slr~ IIge~ to superior strength, 
!\Ian vamly trusts his own. 
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6 But oars alone can ne'er prevail 
To reach the distant coast; 

The breath of heav'n must swell the sail, 
Or all the toil is last.-coWPER.' 

SECTION XII. 

Ode to Peace. 

C031E, peace of mind, delightful gllest! 
Retum, and mat,e thy downy nest 

Once more in this sad heart: 
Nor riches I, nor pow'r pursue, 
Nor hold forbidden joys in view; 

'Ve therefore need not part. 
! 'Vhere wilt thOll dwell, if not with me, 

From av'rice and ambition free, 
And pleasUl"e's fatal wiles; 

For whom, alas! dost thou prepare 
The sweets that I was wont to share, 

The banquet of thy smiles? 
5 The gre,lt, the gay, shall they partak~ 

The heav'n that thou alone canst make 
And wilt thou quit the stream, 

That murmurs through the dewy mead, 
The grove and the sequester'd shade, 

To be a guest with them? 
" For thee I panted, thee.! priz'd, 

For thee I gladly sacrific'd 
Whate'er I lov'd before; 

And shall I see thee start away, 
Anti helpless, hopeless, hear thee say-

Farewell, we meet no more ?-COWPER. 

SECTION XIII. 

Ode to Adversity. 

Da"GGH'l'ER of Heav'n relentless power, 
'j'hOll tamer of the human breast, 
Whnse iron scourge, and tnrt'ring hour, 
The bad affright, afflict the best! 
Bound in thy adamantine chain, 
The proud are tallght to taste of pain, 
And purple tyrants vainly groan 

With pangs unfelt before, unpitied and alone. 
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.!Z 'Yhen first thy sire to send on earth 
Virtue, his darling child, design'd, 
To thee he g'l Ie the heav'lJly birth, 
And bade tD form her infant mind. 
Stem rugged nurse! thy rigid lore 
\\"ith patience many a year she bore. 
'Yhat sorrow was, tholl bid'st her know; 

PART II. 

And from her own she learn'd to melt at others wo, 

:3 Scar'd at thy frown terrific, fly 
Self'pleasing folly's idle brood. 
'Vild laughter, noi~e, and thoughtless joy, 
And leave us leisure to be good, 
Light they disperse; and with them go 
The summer friend, the fiatt'ring foe. 
By vain prosperity receiv'd, 

To her they vow their truth, and [;re again believ\L 

'I- 'Yisclom,in sable garb array'd, 
Immers'd in rapt'rolls thought profound. 
And melancholy, silent maid, 
'Vith leaden eye that love6 the ground, 
Still on thy solemn steps attend; 
'Yarm charity the gen'ral friend, 
'Vith justice, to herself SHere, 

And pity, dropping soft the sadl, pleasing tear. 

a Oh, gently, on thy suppliant's head, 
Dread power, lay thy chast'ning hand! 
Not in thy gorgon terrors clad, 
Nor circled with the venrreful band, 
(.\s by the impious thou "art seen,) 
,rilh thund'rlng voice, 'lncl threat'ning mien, 
'''ith screaming horror's fun'ral cry, 

Despair, and fell disease, and ghastly poverty. 

6 Thy form benign, propitious, wear, 
Thy mild.er influence impart: 
Thy philosophic train be there, 
To soften not to wound my heart. 
The gen'rous spark extinct revive; 
Teach me to love, and to forgive; 
Exact my own defects to scan; 

What atbers are to fee); and know myself a man.-GRAT 
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SECTION XIV. 

The Creation required to l>raise its Author. 

BEGI ~ my soul, lh' exalted lay! 
Let each enraptur'd thought obey, 

And praise th' Almighty's name, 
Lo! heaven and earth, and seas, and skies. 
In one melodious concert rise, 

To swell th' inspiring theme. 
~ Ye fields oflight celestial plains. 

Where gay transporting beauty reigns, 
Ye scenes diviJlely fair! 

Your Maker's wond'rous power proclaim; 
Tell how he form'd YOtH shining frame, 

And breath'd the fluid air. 
:I Ye angels, catch the thrilling wund ! 

"'hile all th' adoring thrones around 
Bii boundless mercy sing: 

Let every list'ning saint above 
'II[ ake all the tuneful sout of love, 

And touch the sweetest striog. 
4 Join, ye loud spheres, the vocal chOIr; 

Tholl dazzling orb of liquid fire, 
The mighty chorus aiel : 

Soon as gay ev'ning gilds the plain, 
Thou moon protract the melting ~trail1, 

And praise him in the shade. 
5 Thall heav'n of heav'ns his vast abode; 

Ye clouds, proclaim your forming God, 
Wllo call'd YOtl worlds from night: 

., Ye .shades disp~l !"-th' Eternal said; 
At once th' involving darkness tIcd, 

And nature sprung to light. 
6 ,Vhale'er a blooming world contains. 

That l wings the air, that skims tlle plains, 
C oited praise bestow; 

Ye draO'ons, sound his awful n:lme 
Tv hb~'en aloud; and roar acclaim. 

Ye swelling deeps below. 
7 Let e~'ry element rejoice; 

Ye thunders burst with all ful voice 
To liDl whn bids you roll : 

His praise in softer notes declare, 
Each whispering breeze of yielding air, 

And breathe it to the soul. 
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8 To him, ye graceful cedars, bow; 
Ye tow'ring mountains, beuding low, 

Your great Creator own; 
Tell, when affrighted nature shook, 
How Sinia kindled at his look, 

A nu trembled at his frown. 
9 Ye flocks tha~ haunt the humble vale, 

Ye ill sects flutt'ring on the gale, 
In mutual concourse rise; 

Crop the gay rose's vermeil bloom, 
And waft its spoils, a sweet perfume, 

In incense to the skies. ..' 
10 'Vake all ye mounting tribes, and sing; 

Ye plumy warblers of the spring, 
Harmonious anthems raise 

To HDI II'ho shap'd yonr finer mould, 
Who tipp'd your glitt'ring wings with gold. 

And tun'll your voice to praise. 
1; Let man, by nobler passions sway'd, 

The feeling heart, the judging head, 
In heavn'ly praise employ; 

Spread his tremendous name around, 

PART II. 

'fill heav'ns broad arch rings back the sound. 
The gen'ral but'st of joy. 

II!! Ye whom the charms of grandeur please, 
N \lrs'(1 on the downy lap of ease, 

Fall prostrate at his throne; 
Ye princes, rulers, all adore! 
Pra ise him ye kings, who makes your power 

A II image of his own. 
IS Ye fair, by nature forlll'd to move, 

o praise th' eternal SOURCE OF LOVE, 
'Vith youth's enliv'ning fire: 

Let age take up the tl1nefullay, 
I:ligh his bless'd name-then soar away, 

And ask an angel's lyre.-OGILVIE, 

SECTION XV, 
The Universal Prayer. 

" FATHER OF ALL! in ev'ry age, 
III ev'ry clime ador'd! 

By saint; by savage, and by sage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord! 

1\ Thou GREAT FIRST CAUSE, least understood, 
Who all my seuse contin'd, 
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To know but this, that Thou art good, 
And that myself am blind; 

S Yet gave me, in this dark estate, 
To see the good [rom ill ; 

And binding nature fast in fate, 
Len free the human will. 

4 What conscience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 

T~lis teach me more than hell to shun, 
That more than heav'l1 pursue. 

l! What blessings thy free bounty gives, 
Let fml not cast away; 

For God is paid, when man receives; 
T' enjoy, is to obey. 

6 Yet not to earth's {;ontracted span 
Thy goodness let me Lound, 

Or think thee Lord alone of man, 
When thousand worlds are round. 

'J Let not this weak unknowing hand 
Presume thy bolts to throw; 

And deal damnatien round the land 
On each I judge thy foe. 

a If I am right, thy grace impaTt, 
Still in the right to slay; 

If I am wTong, oh teach my heart 
To find that better way! 

9 Save me alike from foolish pride, 
Or impious discontent, 

At aught thy wisdom has denied, 
Or aught' thy goodness lent. 

10 Teach me to feel another's wo; 
To hide the fault I see: 

That mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me. 

n Mean tho' I am, not wholly so, 
Since quicken'd by thy breath: 

o lead me wheresoe'er I go, 
Thro' this days J.ife or death. 

II This day, be bread and peace my lot: 
All else beneath the SlIn, 

Thou know'st if best bestow'd or not, 
And let thy will be done, 

IS To thee, whose temple is all space, 
Whose altar, earth7 sea, skies! 

U 
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One chorolls let all beings raise! 
All nature's incense ri,c.-l'oP}:. 

SECTION XVI. 
COI!~ciClIcr. 

o 1'r.EAcn' r..~us conscience! while she 5eems to sler.p, 
On rose and myrtle, lulI'd with ,yren song; 
V\'hile she seems nodding o'er her charge, to urop 
On beadlong appetite the slacken'u reign, 
And gives us up to licence, unrecalI'd, 
I; nmark'd i-see, from behind her secret stand. 
The slv informer minutes ev'rv fault. 
And her rlread diary with hon~or fills. 

! Not tlie gross act alone employs hel pen; 
She reconnoitres fancy's airy band, 
A watchful foe! the formidable, spy, 
List'ning o'erhears the whispers of our camp; 
Our da' .• ning purposes of heart exploles, 
And steals Ollr embryos of iniquity. 

~ As·a II rapacioLls usurers conceal 
Their <loomsday·book from all-consuming heirs 
Thus with indulgence most severe, she treats 
Us spendthrifts of inestimable time; 
l:lllloted, notes each moment misapplied; 
In leaves more dur'lLIc th~n leaves of brass, 
\Vrites our whole history; which death shall reld, 
In cv'ry pale delinqnent's private ear; 
.\ nd judgment publish; publish to more worlds 
Than this; anu endless age in groans resollnd.-TOt;;'IC 

SECTION XVII, 

Oil an Infant. 
To the dark and silent tomb, 
SOOIl I Iiasten'd from the womb; 
Scarce the dawn of life began, 
Ere I measur'u out my span. 

~ I no smiling pl'~,1':Hes knew; 
I llO gay delights could \iew: 
J 0)' less sojourner was I, 
Only born to weep and die. 

S Happy infant, early bless'd! 
Rest in .peaceful slumber, rest; 
Early rescn'd from the cares, 
"Vhich increase with growing yean. 
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4 No delights are worth thy ~tay, 
Smiling as they seem, anrl gety ; 
Short and sickly are th'ey all, 
Hardly tClsted ere they pall, 

~ All our gaiety is vain, 
All ollr laughter is bu.t pain; 
Lasting only, and divine, 
Is an illnocence like thine. 

SECTION XVIII. 

The Cuckoo. 

HAIL beauteolls stran"er of the wood. 
Attendant on the spring! 

Now heav'n repairs thy rural seat, 
Aud woods thy welcome 5ing. 

~ Soon as the daisy decks the green, 
Thy certain voice we hear; 

Hast thou a star to guide thy path, 
Or mark the rolling year? 

5 Delightful visitant "1 with thee 
I hail the time of dow'rs, 

'Vhen heav'n is fill'd with music sweet, 
Of birds among the bowr's. 

4 The school-boy wand'ring in the wood, 
To pull the flow'rs so gay, 

Starts thy curious voice to hear, 
And imitates thy lay. 

::; Soon as the pea puts on the bloom, 
Thou fly'st the vocal vale, 

An annual guest, in other lands, 
Another ~pring to hail. 

Ii Sweet bird! thy bow'r is ever green, 
Thy sky is ever clear: 

Thou hast no sorrow in thy song, 
No winter ill thy year! 

7 0 could I fly, I'd fly with thee; 
\Ve'd make, with social wing, 

Our annual visits o'er the globe, 
Companions of the sprillg.-LOGAN. 

SECTION XIX, 

Day. A Pastoral in three Jlarls.--r.rOr.~·ING. 

1:'1" the barn the tenant cock, 
Close to P;)'ltlet perch'J on high, 
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Briskly crows, (the shepherd's clock !) 
Jocund that the morning's nigb. 

!! Swiftly from the mountain's brow, 
Shadows, nurs'd by night, retire; 

And the peeping sun-beam, now, 
Paints with gotd the village spire. 

:} Philomel forsakes the thorn, 
Plaintive where she prates at night, 

And the lark to meet the morn, 
Soars beyond the shepherd's sight. 

4 From the low-roof'd cottage ridge, 
See the chatt'ring swallow spring. 

Darting through the one-arch'd bridge 
Quick she dips her dappled wing. 

:I Now the pine tree's waving top 
Gently greets the Illurning gale; 

Kidlings now brgin to crop 
Daisies, on the dewy dale. 

~ From the balmy sweets, uncloy'd, 
(Restless till her task be done,) 

Now the busy bee's employ'd, 
Sippill'g dew before the sun. 

7 Trickling through the cl'evic'd rock, 
Where the limpid stream distils,. 

Sweet refreshment waits the flock, 
'When 'tis sun-drove from the hills. 

8 Colin's for the promis'd corn 
(Ere the harvest hopes are ripe,) 

Anxious ;-wbilst the hunstman's horn, 
Boldly sounding, drowns his pipe. 

9 Sweet-O sweet the warbling thron<T, 
On the white emblossom'd spray t 

Nature's universal song 
Echoes to the rising day. 

NOON. 

10 FERVID on the glitt'ring fi{)od, 
Now the noontide radiance glows: 

Drooping o'er its infant bud, 
Not a dew-drop's left the rose. 

11 By the brook the shepherd dines, 
From the fierce meridian heat, 

Shelter'd by the branching pille~, 
Pendant o'er his grassy seat. 

F~T II. 
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1! Now the flock forsakes the glade, 
'Vhere uncheck'rl, the sun-beams fall, 

Sure to find a ple~sing shade 
By the ivy'd abbey wall, 

15 Echo, in her airy rouild, 
O'er the river, lock, and hill, 

Cannot catch a single sound, 
Save the clack of yunder mill. 

H Cattle court the zephyrs bland, 
'Vhere the streamlet wanders cool; 

Or with languid silence stand 
Midway in the marshy pool. 

15 But frolll mOllntain, dell, or stream, 
Not a flutt'ring zephyr springs l 

Fearful lest the noontide beam, 
Scorch its soft, its silken wings. 

16 Not a leaf has leave to stir; 
Nature's lull'd-serene-and still ; 

Quiet e'en the shepherd's cur, 
Sleeping on the heath clad hill. 

17 Languid is the land.cape round, 
Till the fresh descending show'r, 

Grateful to the thirsty ground, 
Raises ev'ry fainting flow'r. 

18 Now the hill-the hedge-are green 
Now the warbler's throat's in tune; 

Blithsome is the verdant scene, 
Brighten'd by the beams of Noon ! 

EVENING. 

19 O'ER the heath the heifer strays 
Free; (the furrow'd task is done ;) 

Now the village windows blaze, 
Bllrnish'd by the setting sun. 

!!o Now he sets behind the hill, 
Sinking from a golden sky: 

Can the pencil's mimic skill 
Copy the refulgent dye 1 

£1 Trudging as the ploughmen go, 
(To the smoking hamlet bound,) 

Giant-like their shadows grow, 
Lengthen'd o'er the level ground. 

2l Where the rising forest spreads 
Shelter for the lordly dome; 

To their high-built airy beds, 
See the rooks returning bome ! 

Uill 



TIlE ENGLISH READER. 

'13 As the lark, with vary'd tuni', 
Carols to the ev'nillg loud, 

Mark the mild resplendent moon, 
!:I(·a':.IlIi! through a parted clolld~ 

'.Ii Nllw the hermit owlet peeps, 
From t:1e barn or twisted hro\;~; 

And the blllC mist ,).,\'.ly creeps, 
Cudine,; on tLe siller lake, 

!.!J i\S the trollt in spec!dt',l pri \', 
Pi;,yful from i~, hO'fllll sp1ings ; 

T'l the banlls a rl1fn~J tide, 
Ver !'C; in Sl1cc?ssive rings, 

~G Tril'Jiil1~ thr.Jll:~h the silken ;!'~ss, 
O'er tile r"th-di','itletl dale, 

l\hrk the rose-cul:'r:~xiiJlled kss, 
\Vid1 her weJl-poisl mil!;ing pail ~ 

27 LillllClS \'. :th llnnl1:~lbcr'd ll~t~'." 
And the cucl,oo bird ,,,illl t',\'.l, 

Tlillill::: .,\\ eet tbeir me!' "w throlt~. 
Bid the sellin; sun adicl1.-CU:S'irStiflAM. 

SECTION X~):. 

T!t~ Ord'r rf i\'C/:ar n • 

S:·:r., thro' this air, this oc('an, and 1!li~ earth, 
Alllll,llter quick, and hll'sti:l.~ into lJiilll. 
}.bove, holl' II:gh progressive :i:',~ may go! 
j~r')dlltl, 110 .... ".!rk! hOI" deep extend !I.lulY; 
Va't chaia of (,eins! wl1ich from God L~g;ln, 
1':ature ethereal, human; ;ll1gel, m.:ln; 
Beast, bird, fish, insect. what no eye 1';\11 S"!', 

No ghss can :'each; fr, 'Ill infinite to thee, 
From thee to nothin~.~ On ,1lFcrior pO .... ··H 
'\\'iJc~·e we to press, inferior L~:~ltt 011 ours; 
Or in tbe full creation leave a void, 
'Vhcre, one step broken, tbe great SC'1::'~ rlestmy',J ;. 
FrOllln<Lture's c!lain ".-hatever lillk F"l strike, 
'l'eath or ten tho'lsa\l(l~h, hrc.:Ls the ',:.iid aliloe. 

<;: ArJI, if each system in gradation ro!i, 
Ahke essential to the alllazing '.\'hol~. 
The least confusion but in one, not all 
Th"t sy'lelll only but the ·.·.I:e):·" II1ll>t fail. 
Let earth, onbalanc'd from her orbit j'h, 
P,a:lets and StillS run lal-.Ie,s thro' the ,l~v; 
Let ruiillg ullt;els from their sphere~ be ill\ll'd_ 
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Being on being wreck'd, and worln on world; 
Heav'n's whole foundations to their centre nod, 
And nature trembles to the throne of Gorl. 
All this dread OP-DEn break-for whom 1 for thee? 
Vile worm! Oh madness! pride! impiety! 

II \Vhat if the foot ordain'd the dllst to tread, 
Or hand to toil, aspir'lJ to he the head 1 

'Vhat if the head, the eye, or e~r repin'd 
To serve mere engines to the 1'lIling mind 1 
Just as absurd for any part tn claim 
To be another in thi' gen'rul frame: 
1:1>t as absurd, to ril0llrn the la'~(s or pains. 
The great directing i,lI~D OF ALL ordains. 

4 All are but parts of one stnprndolls whoie, 
'Vhose body nature is, and God the soul: 
That chang'd thro' ~II, and yet ill all the same, 
Great in the earth, as in th' ethereal frame; 
'Yarms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glows in the stars, and blo"oJns in the trees; 
l,ivcs thro' all !ife, extends through all extent, 
6,H!?:1']' undivided, operates umpEnt: 
E,'eathes in our soui, informs our mortal part, 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart; 
; .. , full, as pp.rfect, in vile man that mourns, 
As the rapt seraph that adores and burns: 
To him no hi.zh, no low, no great, no 5ma11 : 
lIe fills, he bOllnds, connects, and equals all. 

, Cease then, nor ORDER imperfection nar>H' : 

Om proper bliss depends 011 whc1t we bhune. 
Know thy own Jloint. this kind, this due clpgre~ 
Of blindness, \\,C,,:,:H<,:;, I-Iea\'cn bestows on theo 
.Bubmit.-In thi" or any other sl'llere, 
'Secure to be as blest 3S thou c~wt bear: 
Safe in the hand of one disposing Pow'r, 
Or in the natal, or t11e mortal hour. 
All nallll'e is but art, Ull knoll' n to thee; 
All chance, cli,'ection, which thell c~nst not see: 
All discord, harmony not tlllllerstood; 
All p3.rtial evil, nnivelsal good; 
And, spite of Pride, in erring HC~SOil'S spite, 
One truth is cleal'-wHA~a;rEj1 IS, IS ~:IG:IT,-POi'Bo 
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SECTION XXI. 

Confidence in Divine Prottction. 

How are thy servants blest, 0 Lord! 
How sure is their defence! 

Eternal wisdom is their guide, 
Their help omnipotence. 

1 In forei::'n realms, and lands remote, 
Supported by thy care. 

Through Imming climes I pJss'd unhurt, 
.\nd breath'd in tainted air. 

S Thy mercy sweeten'd ev'ry soil, 
Made ev'ry region please; 

The hoary Alpine hills it warm'd, 
And slllooth'd the Tyrrhene se~~. 

4 Think, 0 my soul, devoutly think, 
How, with :11frighted eyes, 

Thou saw'st the wide extended deep 
In all its horrors rise! 

~ Confusion dwelt in ev'ry face • 
. \nd fear in eV'ry heart. 

\\'hell waves 011 waves, and gulfs in gulfs 
O'ercame the Pilot's art. 

1\ Yet then, from all my griefs, 0 Lord! 
Thy mercy set me free; 

'Vhile in the confidence of I,ray'r, 
My soul took hold on thee. 

7 For tho' in dreadful whirls we hung 
High on the broken wave, 

I knew thou wert not slow to hear, 
Nor impotent to save. 

3 The storm was laid, the wind retir'd, 
Obedient to thy will ; 

The sea that roar'd at thy command, 
At thy command was still. 

9 In midst of dangers, fears and deaths, 
Thy goodness I'll adore; 

And praise thee for thy 1llercies past, 
And humbly hope for more. 

10 My life, if thou preserve my life, 
Thy sacrifice shall be; 

And death, if death must be my doom 
Shall join my soul to thee,-.l.DDISO~. 

PAR'!' II. 
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SECTION XXII. 
Hymn on a RevietL, of the Seal/on,. 

These, as they changl', Almighty Fa!her, these 
Are but the varied God. The rolling year, 
Is full of thee. Forth in the pleasillg spring 
Thy beauty wall,s, Thy tenderness and love. 
Wide flush the fields; the soft'ning air is balm i 
Echo the mountains rOllnd i the forest smiles, 
And ev'ry sense, and e\"ry heart is joy. 

! Then comes Tby glory in the summer month!, 
With light and heat refulgent. Then Thy sun 
Shoots full perfeetion through the swelling yedr; 
And oft Thy voice in dreadfLtl thunder speaks; 
And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve, 
By brooks and groves, and hollow whisp'rrng gales. 

S Thy bounty shines in autumn unconfin'd, 
And spreads a common feast 'or aU thaC livell. 
In winter, awfu-l Tholl! wilh cloud, and storm! 
Around Thee thrown. tempest o'er tempest roll'd, 
Majestic darkness! On the whirlwind's wing, 
Riding sublime, Thou bidst th~ wortd adore; 
And humblest nature with thy northern blast. 

-i Mysterious rotlnd! what.kill what force divine. 
Deep felt, in these appear! a simple train, 
Yet so delightful mix'd, with such Idnd art., 
Such beauty and benificence combin'd ; 
Shade, unpercerv'd so soft'ning into shade, 
And all so forming an harmouious whole, 
That as they still suceed, they ravish still. 

, But wand'ring oft, with brute unconscious gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks nof the mighty hand 
That, ever busy, wheels the silent spheres; 
'Yorks in the secret deep; shoots, steaming, thenu 
The fair profusion that o'erspreads the spring; 
Flings from the sun direct the flaming day; 
Feeds ev'ry creatme ; hurls the tempest forth; 
And as on earth this grateful change revolve~, 
With transport touches all the springs oflife. 

II Nature. attend! join ev'ry living soul, 
Beneath the spacious temple of the sky, 
In adoration join ! and ardent raise 
One general song !--- . . 
Ye, chief, for whom the whole creatIOn smile". 
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all,. 
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('rown the great hymn! 
7 For me, when I forget the darling theme, 

"Vhether the !):" cOlli blows; the summer r;lY 
Russets the plain; inspiring aUlUllIn ;12ams ; 
Or winter ri,es in the !.llack'ning east; 
TIe my ton 6ue mute, my fancy paint no more, 
And, dead to j'JY, forget my heart to beat! 

PART II. 

a Should fate command me to the farthest verge 
Of the green eartb, to distant barl/rous climes, 
Rivers unblO'.m to song; "here tint tbe SlW 

Gilds Indian mOllntaim. or his setting beam 
Flames on the Atlantic isles; 'tis IWll~bt to me : 
Since God is ever present, e,er fell, 
In the void waste as in the city full ; 
And ",here he vital breatbe!there mllst bejoy. 

9 When e'en at last the solemn bour shall come, 
And wing my mystic flight to future worlds, 
I, cheerful, will obey: there, with new pow'rs, 
'ViII risillg wouders sillj6: I cannot go 
\Vhere tlN1VER~""L LOVE nol smiles around, 
Sustailling all yon orbs, and all their sum: 
From seeming evil still educing, good, 
And better thence agailJ, and better still, 
In infinite progression. But I lose 
~lyself in 111M, in light ineffable! 
Come, tben, expressi,e silence, muse his pai~e. 

SECTION XXIII.' 

On Solitude. 
() SOLITUDE, romatic maid! 
'Vhether by nocding towers you tread, 
Or haunt the desert's trackless gloollJ, 
Or hover o'er the yawning tomb, 
Or climb til,' Andes' clifted side, 
Or by the ;\ile's coy sonrce abide, 
Or, starting from YOllr half-year's sleep, 
From Hecla "jew thp. tbJwing deep, 
Or, at the purple dawn of day, 
Tadlroor's marble waste survey; 

You, recluse, a;:l.in I woo, 
A nd a;:~ in your steps pursue; 

~ Plnm'd ('I)1Jceit himself ,,[11 v PI" in;::, 
Folly with her shadow playing, ~ 
l'urse-proud eluowing insolence, 

THOMSOJ'{. 
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Bloated empiric, pnff'd pretence, 
Noise that through a trumpet speaks, 
Laughter in loud peals that breaks, 
Intrusion, with a fopling's face, 
(Ignorant of time and place,) 
t:'pad\s of fire dissemiun blowing, 
Ductile, court-bred flattery bowing, 
Restraint'S stiil' neck, grimace's leer, 
8'illint-ey'd censure's artful sneer, 
Alllbition's buskins, steep'd in blood, 
Fly thy presence, Solitude! 

S Sage reflection, bent \\ it!1 years, 
CU:l.;cious virtlle, void of fears, 
Muffled silence, .\\"oo(]-nymph shy, 
:Mec1itation's piercing eyl', 
llalcyoll peace on moss reclin\l, 
Retro~pect that scans the mind, 
Rapt earth-gazing revery, 
Ulushing artless modesty, 
Health that snuffs the morning air, 
}'ull-ey'c1 truth with bosom bare, 
In~piration. nature's child, 
; :-eek the solitary wild, 

4 '''hen all nilture's hush'c1 asleep, 
Nor love, nor guilt their \'i~ils keep, 
80ft you leave your cavern'c1 den, 
And wander o'er the worl,s of men; 
But when Phosphor brings the dawn, 
By her dappled coursers drawn, 
At;ain you to your \\ild retreat, 
And the early huntsman meet, 
\Vhere. as you pensive pass along, 
You catch the distant shepherd's song. 
Or brush from herbs the pearly dew, 
Or th~ rising primrose view, 
Devotion lends her heav'n plum'd wing', 
You mouIJt, and nature with you sings. 

!i Eut when the mid-day fervours glow, 
To upland airy shades you go, 
Where never sun-burnt woodman came, 
Nor sportsman chased the timid game; 
And there, beneath an oak reelin'd, 
With arc.IVsy water-falls behind, 
Y Oll sink to rest, 
Till the tuneful bird of night, 
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From the neighb'ring poplar's height, 
Wake you with her solemn strain, 
And teach pleas'd pcho to cOltlplain. 

6 'Vith you roses brighter bloom, 
Sweeter ev'ry sweet perfume; 
Purer ev'ry fountain flows, 
Stronger ev'ry wilding grows. 
Let those toil for gold who please, 
Or for fame renounce their ease, 
What is fame 1 An empty bubble; 
Gold? A shining, constant trouble. 
Let them for their country bleed! 
What was Sidney's, Raleigh's meed! 
l\1an's not worth a moment's pain; 
Base, ungrateful, fickle, vain. 

,. Then let me, sequester'd fair, 
To your sybil grot repair; 
On yon h'1l1~ing clifl' it stands, 
Scoop'd hy nature's plas\ic hands, 
Bosom'd ill the gloomy shade 
Of cypre~s not with age decayed; 
Where the owl still hooting sits, 
Where the bat incessant flits; 
There in loftier strains I'll sing 
Whence tile changing seasons spring; 
Tell how storms deform the skies, 
Whence the waves subside and rise. 
Trace the comet's blazing tail, 
\\Teigh the pl~llets in a scale; 
Bend, great God, before thy shrine; 
The bournless microcosm's thine. 

S Since in eJcn scheme of life I've fail'd, 
And disappointment seems entail'd; 
Bince all on earth I valu'd most, 
My gui<!e, my stay, my friend is lost ; 
o Solitude, now give me rest, 
And hush the tempest in my breast. 
o gently deign to guide my feet 
To your berm it-trodden seat; 
Where I may live at la~t my own, 
Wbere I at last may die unknown. 
I 5poke; she turn'd her magic ray; 
And thus she said. or seem'd to say: 

9 Youth, you'r mistaken if you think to find 
In lihades, a med'cine for a troubled mind: 

PART II, 
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Wan grief will haunt you whereso'er you go, 
Sigh in the breeze, and in the streamlet flow. 
There pale inaction pines his life away; 
And satiate mourns the quick return of day: 
There, naked frenzy laughing "ild with pain, 
Or bares the blade, or plunges in the main: 
There superstition broods o'er all her fears, 
And yells of demons in the zephyr hears. 
But if a hermit you'r resolv'd to dwell, 
And bid to social life a last farewell ; 
'Tis impious-. 

10 God never made an iildependent man; 
'Twould jar the concord of his general plan. 
See ev'ry part of that stupendous whole, 
.. Whose body nature is, and God the soul;" 
To one great end. the general good, conspire, 
From matter, brute, to man, to seraph, fire. 
Should man through nature solitary roam, 
His will his sovereign, e,-:ery where his home, 
What force would guard him from the lion's jaw! 
What swiftness wing him from the panther's palv ! 
Or, should fate lead him to some safer shore, 
Where panther's never prowl, nor lions roar, 
Where liberal nature all her charms bestows, 

141 

Suns shine, birds sing, flowers bloom, and water flows-; 
Fool, dost,thou think he'd revel on the store, 
Absolve the care of Heav!n, nor ask for more 1 
Though waters flow'd, flow'rs bloom'd, and Phrebns shone 
He'd sigh, he'd murmur, that he was alone, 
For know the Maker on the human breast, 
A sense of kindred, country, man, impress'd. 

11 Thou&h nature's works the ruling mind declare, 
And well deserve inquiry's serious care, 
'rhe God, (whate'er misanthrophy may say,) 
Shines, beams in man with most unclouded ray. 
'Vhat boots it thee to fly from pole to pole 1 
Hang o'er the sun, and with the planets roll? 
What boots through space's farthest bourns to roam! 
If thou 0 man, a stranger art at home. 
Then know thyself, the human mind survey: 
The use, the pleasure, will the toil repay. 

12 Nor study only, practice what you .know; 
Your life, your knowledge, to mankmd you owe.-

X 
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,Vith Plato's olive wrea,h the bays entwine; 
Those who in study, should in practice shine. 
Bay, does the learn'd lord of Hagley's shade, 
Charm man so much by mossy fountains laid, 
As when arous'd, he stems corruption's courso 
And shakes the senate with a Tully's force; 
When freedom gasp'd beneath a Cresar's feet, 
Then public virtue might to shades retreat; 

PaT II. 

But where she breathes, the least OJay useful bt', 
And freedom, Britain still belongs to thee. 

IS Though man's ungrateful, or though fortune frown; 
Is the reward of worth a song, or crown 1 
Nor yet unrecompens'd are virtue's pains; 
Good Allen lives, and bounteous Brunswick reigns. 
On each condition disappointment's wait, 
Enter the hut, and force the guarded gate, 
Nor dare repine, though early friendship bleed, 
From love, the world, and all its cares, he's freed. 
But know adversity's the child of God: 
Whom Heav'n approves of most, must feel her rod. 
When smooth old Ocean, and each storm's asleep, 
Then ignorance may plough the watery deep; 
But when the demons of the tempest rave, 
Skill must conduct the vessel through the wave. 

14 Sidney, what good man envies not thy blow? 
'Vho whould not wish Anytus*-for a foe 1 
I ntrepid virtue triumphs over fate i 
'l'he good can never be unfortunate. 
And be this maxim graven in thy mind; 
The height of virtue is, to sprve mankind. 
But when old age has silver'd o'er thy head, 
Whem memory fails, and all thy vigour's fled, 
Then mayst thou seek the stillness of retreat, 
Then hear aloof the human tempest beat; 
Then will I greet thee to my woodland cave, 
Allay the pangs of age, and smooth thy grave; 

OR.Ul'fGER. 

·One of the accusers of Socrates. 

FIN IS. 
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