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PREFACE.

The following pages are merely a reprini, with a partial
change of arrangement, and the addition of a few Notes, of a
pamphlet published in the year 1831. The original publication
had special reference to the practice of the I’resbyterians of
King's County, in the Province of Nova Scotia, among whom
the author came to reside the previous year, and who formerly
uzed Watts’ Imitation of the Pzalms of David, in conjunction
with the Paraphrases appended to the Songs of Zion also, under
the auspices of the Established Kirk of Scotland. The writer
considers it one of the happiest circumstances of his life, that he
was honoured by the Head of the Church to Le instrumental
in leading Presbyterians, within the sphere of his labours, to
exclude the Songs of Watts and introduce those of the Sweet
Singer of Israel, and that the fruit of his labour shall abide,
whatever change may pass upon his position or his prospeets.

The title of the original work,—* The Psalms of David,
designed for standing use in the Chui‘ch,"—-did not express all
that was intended by it; being quite consistent with the use of
uninspired Songs together with the Psalms. The object of the
writer wag, and is,‘ to shew that the Psalms of David are not
only to be used in the celebration of the praises of God in the
Church, but that they are to be used to the exclusion of all
other songs; even Quch as are found in the Divine Word, To
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many this position may appear so utterly extravagant that it
does not deserve to be seriously entertained. There are men
who seem to claim for themselves an intuitive perception of
what is accurate in principle and correct in practice, whilst
others recognise, before they form a decided judgment, the
necessity of instituting a careful, or even a laborious investiga-
tion: and those, of course, cannot condescend to take any step
which implies a doubt, I do not say of the infallibility of their
own judgment, but of the justness of their own opinion.

An attempt to procure the introduction, into the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, of a Ilymn Book, published under the
sanction of the united Presbyterian Church of Scotland, led to
the consideration of the propriety of bringing again into public
notice the claims of Zion’s Songs. There are ministers in that
body, of clear heads and sound hearts, by whom the proposed
innovation will be firmly opposed, not merely as an innovation,
(of which no man ought tc be afraid), but as an invasion of the
purity of a Divine ordinance. Still, in a state of society where
the general practice of the Cliurch has remained long unques-
tioned, many grow up very little, if at all, acquainted with the
principles by which the praclice is sustained; and such are
scarcely prepared to meet a chailenge of its Seriptural charac-
ter. Novelty always has charms, especially captivating to the:
young, and in the absence of accurate and adequate knowledge
of its origination, the prejudice in favour of a custom easily
yields to the gratification of the desire after what is new. The
adversary elaborates his schemes in seasons of quiet security,
and promulgates them, but not till the public mind has been Jea-
vened, and those who have fought a good fight have left their
places to others, strangers at once to their trials and success.
Joshua, and the Elders who outlived Joshua, must have entered
into their reat, before the meretricious adornments of an idol
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god can be successfully presented before the eyes of the people
of Israel. We have reason to fear, from the absence of all
public agitation of the subject of Psalmody, that there may be
found among younger ministers, older ones who feel them-
selves already compromised, and that amongst the youth of the
Church generally, some disposed to entertain favourabl e
proposai to introduce, at least as a companion of David’s Ps@is,
a Hymn Book, which, if introdueced at all, shall eventually be
found claiming and taking possession of the whole house.

The writer does not apprehend a sevious charge of unwar-
rantable interference in the matters of other churches, in con-
sequence of putting forth his reasons, at this erisis, for adhering
to the exclusive use of David’s Psalms in the Church. Itis a
subject of deep regret, that the severance of Christian from
Christian, avising out of a divided judgment upon a few points,
mote or less important, should interfere with their co-operation
upon common ground. The Author recognises the duty and the
privilege of such co-operation without the feeblest desire to cross
a dividing line. Hwery individual, who loves the Truth for the
sake of Him who is 7vu¢, and loves Zion for the sake of Zion's
Kiug, will be found helping, by every Seriptural means, ary
other in the maintenance of a faithful testimony for a single
article of revealed doctrine. Ilis supreme respect for the Word
of God must tread down the strongest sectarian predelictions.
And le has a right to expect the support of the other in atri-
- viog for the faith of the Gospel. The subject of Pealmody, or
the question, in particular, of the songs that may with pro-
priety be sung in the social worship of God, is commen: for
there is no class of evangelieal Christians, which does not recog-
nise the song as a part of religious service ; the song, whether
it is sung by the assegpbled worshippers, by the choir, who make
us forget the spirituaiil:y of the service in the captivating charms
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of the musie, or by the substitutionary hireling of a proud
tformalism.

"The great body of Preshyterians in Nova Scotia,—indeed over
all Christendom,—who use David’s Psalms, use, in connection
with them, Paraphrases of select portions of Seripture, or
Hgmns composed on distinct Seriptural topics. Now, as the
tﬁlcouviction is submitted, with all Jeference, pot to the dog-
matisim but to the reasonings, of those of the contrary part, that
the special claims of the Songs of Zion must either be abandoned,
ot theiv erclusine claims maintained, the hope is entertained,
that so svon as men of intelligence and piety find themselves
shut up to the investigation of the topie, they shall be led to
see the necessity of abandoning, or removing out of the way, a
beautiful monument it may be, upon the wall, because it is
found to interfere with the range of shot from guns, leveled for
the defence of the city. Stranger things have happened, than
that an attempt to supersede, ov elbow out, the Songs of Zion,
should eventually procure for them a more unrestricted liberty
of the house of worship. That Hymn Dooks, having no claim
to inspiration, attempting a forcible or a fawning entrance
amony Presbyterians, in being ejected, may earry Paraphrases
with them, is a * consummation devoutly to be wished.”

The introduction and general use of Watts’ compositions never
secured that general and interested attention to the momentous
<hange involved, which might have been expected. What
Watts never intended, when heinseribed, “The Psalms of David

. Imitated,” upon his title page, his admirers and advoeates hav.
done; and by a most unwarrantable ruse, or equally unjusti-
fiable inattention and ignorance, they claim for Watts a wel-
come, simply as a more elegant «crsificr of an inspired collection

»f songs.

In justifieation of the present appearance, it may not be out
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of place here, to introduce a point which will be noticed in
the body of the work, and pressed in the conclusion of it. Many
of those who are the warmest advocates of an uninspired Pzal-
mody, are also the forward advocates of unjon among Profes-
sors. It may be presumed, they wish to find men perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment,
and to hear them speak the same things. Nothing could He
more desirable. But in the advocacy of uninspired Hymns, ave
they not aware that, instead of removing obstacles out of the
way, they are introducing and supporting a formidable obstacla
to the accomplishment of the nbject they profess to have o much
at heart? They pursue a course which renders what they
labour to accomplish impossible. They shut the door of their
Temple in the face of men, whom they have intreated to enter
in; and who, on their part, make no requisition upon thos2 who
visit them,to comply with that against which their judgment tes-
tifies. A call Lo union is a solemn mockery, on the part of men
who are sacrificing the uhity of the Church to the enjoyment,
of what, viewing it most favourably, iz a very doubtfual privilage.

The whole argument of the following work may be expressed
in very few words, th'us—God has given to the Chureh, by
inspiration, a collection of Songs of Praise. He has given but
one. We plead the cause of those who say they are satisfied
with i¢, against those who say, “It is antiquated, it is unsuitable,
it is too limited, we are not satisfied ;” against those who object
to it, on account of the garb in which it is exhibited; who
¢hoose to worship the golden calf, till Christ put off the purple
robe and Crown of Thorns,

ConnwaLLis, N. 8.,
May 1855.
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Tuarit is the duty of Christians to celehrate the
praizes of God in the use of Songs, is too evident
to him who is acquainted with the Holy Scriptures
to require proof. The example of the old Testa-
ment Church, to which we shall have occasion to
refer more particularly afterwards, the example of
our Saviour, with his Apostles, who, the last Sup-
per having been finished, sung a Hymn (1), the
example of Paul and Silas when immured in the
waol of Philippi (2), and an Apostolic injunction,
Iz any merry? let him sing I’salms” (8). arc
proofs sufticient of the correctness of ecclesiustical
practice in every age, and of our obligation to wallk
in “the footsteps of the flock,” in this solemn cxer-
cise. There are many circumstances which must
render the celebration of praise an exercise pecu-
liarly interesting to every citizen of Zion :—to him
who is not merely a partaker of the form, but o
subject of the power of Godliness. One only Ishall
mention. We enjoy more intimate fellowship witl
the spiritual world, and approach nearer to the

(1) Matt. xxvi. 30. (2) Acts xvi. 25. (8) James v. 13.
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abodes of perfect happiness and uninterrupted
peace.  Praise is not, like many other religioux
acts, peculiar to this world, but lifts us up into the
rank of’ Angels standing betore the throne, and of
the spirits of just men made perfect.  The time shall
come when we shall no more read and investigate
the Word of God, when we shall cease to wait upon,
or to exercire the ministry of reconciliation, when
private and social prayer shall no longer be offered
up, when Baptism and the Lord’s Supper shall have
heen superseded, but praise shall never cease. Like
Charity. its immediate fountain, it * never faileth.”
No sooner is the Saint removed from the * earthiy
house ot this tabernacle,” than he is introduced into
the choir above, who rest not day and uight
ascribing praises to a God ot 1loliness, and singing
the song of Moses, the Servant of the Lord, and the
Song of the Lamb.  Whoever desires to engage in
an exercise adapted to promote oblivion of the
trials and temptations, the privations and opposi-
tion, to which he is exposed in this present evil
world, and to assist him in taking faith’s realising
view of the joys which are betore the face, and the
pleasures which are at the right hand of God, and
which abide forever, let him engage in singinge
the praises of God.

But what are the Songs which the Saints ought
touse? It is very obvious that God is not praised
in the use of every song. Thereisa perverted use
of the musical, as of all the other powers of man,
hv which God is dishonoured, not praised,—hy
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which he is offended, not pleased. If we azeribe
to God in our Song, that which he does not claim
for himself, if we exhibit a false view of the per-
fections of his character, of the doctrines of his
word, or of the duty of man, instead of giving glory
to God and being exercised according to Godliness,
we are bestowing honour upon the creature of our
own imagination, and ministering to the interests
of error and corruption. The epirit and the lan-
uuage of the Song must harmonize with the object
which is contemplated in singing it, otherwise the
object is forfeited, if not entirely, at least in that
degree, to which the poet has deviated from the
proposed design.  If these remarks be admitted
(and I am not aware of any exception to which they
lie open), it follows that we can duly praice an
infinitely perfect God, only in the use of Songs
which are infallibly correct, and if infallibly cor-
reet, such alone as have been given by the Spirit
of the Highest. And when there are not songs
supplied by the Holy Spirit, we must either be
silent, or expose ourselves to the probable displea-
sure of the Lord, while we offer perhaps the blind
or the lame in sacrifice.

Our present object is to strive to show that the
Church is furnished with a collection of Songs by
the spirit of inspiration, which is designed for her
use in every age, and in every situation, and is no
less adapted to every age and situation in which the
Church may be found, than designed for her nse.
Tt is unnecessary to say, that the collection to which

|
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I Lave reference, is that which forms a constituent
part of the Old Testament, and is entitled Tue
Dook oF Prarnas.

Our appeal, tor a decision of the important ques-
tion, respecting the matter of the Praises of God in
the Churches, is to the Seriptures, and to the Serip-
tures alone.  The question is neither what has been,
nor what is, but what ought to be, the practice of
the Church. Little importance can be attached to
the practice of the ancient Church, even if it could
be definitely ascertained ; since the New Tes-
tament turnishes so many melancholy evidences,
that, when the Apostles were vet alive, some of the
churches had become corrupt both in doctrine and
order; and the mystery of iniquity, which was des-
tined to enslave the world and leave but an afflicted
and poor remnant frce, was already at work. Iew
have access to the means of minute information
upon the subject of ancient and medieval customns<;
and the statements of ceneral historians are, upon
many points, hastily made, and to be received with
much caution.  Mosheim, tor instance, informs
us (1) that in the fourth century, “ Among the public
Hymns the Psalms of David were now received ;”
when the fuct xecems to be that 2sulinody, as apart
of the public service, was then first introduced into
the western churches. The statement of Calvin ix
thix(2): = Yet, that it (singing) was not universal,
is proved by Augustine, who relates that in the
time of Ambrose, the Church at Milan first adopted

(1) Inst 1v, chap. 4, §4. (2) First B. u1. chap, 20, §32.
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the practice of singing, when during the perseccu-
tion of the orthodox faith by Justina, the mother
ot Valentinian, the people were nnusually assiduous
in their vigils ; and that the other western churches
iollowed. TFor he had just before mentioned that
this custom had been derived from the East.”

It is true, that the argument aboutto be presented
in this small production opposes, either wholly or
partially, the very general practice of the Churches.
Perhaps the only Churches which, as such, use the
" Psalms of David exclusively, in public worship,
are the Associate and the Associate Reformed in
the United States, original Seceders in Dritain, and
the Reformed Presbyterians in both the Eastern
and Western Continents; and what are they among
themultitudes who absolutely exclude those Psalins,
or use them with additions from various sources.
It moral and Scriptural questions were to be decided
by suftrage, the voice of the few who contend for
the exclusive use of David's Psalms would not be
heard amidst the loud acclamation of the over-
whelming majority in favour of something else, or
anything else, in the form of a devotional compo-
sition adapted to music. The argument derived
from practice would just have been as good, as in
the case before us, against the Apostles, against
the Waldenses, against the Reformers. But Chris-
tians cannot bow before the idols of the nations,
because they are outnumbered by Pagans; and
Protestants do not hold themselves bound to recog-
nise the claimg of the “man of sin,” because his
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adhicrents are more numerous than themselves.
The voice of the multitude shall establish the right
of Diana of the Ephesians to divine honours, and
completely vindieate Pilate, in delivering Jesus to
be crucified. s if to demonstrate the worthless-
ness of majorities, in the determination ot a question
of right, there never was a cuse, in which public
opinion was hetter understood, or more unequivo-
cally expressed, than when IHerod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and people of Israel, con-
curred in dooming to an ignominious death. the
man = who did no sin,” all whose words were those
of truth, and whose acts, in all his course, were in
exact conformity to a perfect law. It argues a
sinzalar mental obtuscness, or moral ol»lriquit)'.
when professors of religion discover a disposition
to tilt those who wre opposed to them, by throwing
sjorities into the scale of evidence.  They torget
the Neripture doctrine that “the carnal nind i<
crmity azainst God, and not subject to his law.”
that consequently *great wen arve not always wise,”
wheattach special Importance to talents, learning.
or e and experience, independent of the moral
qualification that has it origin in the renovated
naturc, i the settlement of the claims of the Lord
Jesus, in s own Liouse, As talented, as learned,
aseloquent,as influential men as the world has ever
<cen, have been avrayed on the side of undisouised
intidelity.  Tue most destructive errors, and the
ostanseriptal institutes, can claim as supporters,
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as originators, many who are enrolled with the
great of the world,—of the Church.

Piety, genuine, unaffected piety, does not give to
its possessor a right to take possession of the throne
of judgment. There are none, whose attainment«
in knowledge are so clevated, that they do not
admit of additions, tending to the communication
of an increased impulse to intellectunal exercise, to
the removal of contused and incoherent conceptions,
or to the rectification of the judgment, before under
the influence of error. Sometimes also, the utmost
indifference to precision of thought upon the mast
momentous subjects: an obstinate indolence, that
shrinks from painful though necessary inquiry 5 and
the most remorseless antipathy to moral opponents.
may be discovered under the mask of a very epe-
cious devotionalism. It was a saying of an aged
and devoted preacher of the Gospel, and a closc
observer of men and things, that *The Devil alway=
chooses sharp tools, because lLie can neither make
a tool nor sharp it.”

The comparative claims of different versions of
the Psalms of David, is a subject entirely indepen-
dent of that which is proposed for discussion. The
simple question is, ought the I’salms of David to b
cxclusively used by the Church in the celehration of
the praises of God 2(1) An inquiry into the merits
of different versions, with a view to the adoption
of one, supposes the determination of the former
question in the affirmative.

(1) Note A.
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The evidence which we purpose to bring forward
in support of the proposition, that these Psalms
were given of God for the use of the Church to the
end of the world, in whatever country or in what-
ever age, rests upon the following four facts:

I. The Psalms were given by inspiration.

II. They were given to be sung by the members
of the Church—the worshippers of God.

III. No subsequent book or books have been
written by inspiration for the same purpose.

IV. The Book of Psalms is no less adapted to
ihe present state of the Church, than to her state
when they were originally written.



CHAPTER L
Characteristics of Inspiration.

Before taking into consideration the inspiration
of the Book of Psalms in particular, it may be pro-
fitable to premise an exposition of the characteristics
of an inspired communication. That the Seriptureys
of the Old and New Testaments are given by inspi-
ration of the Holy Ghost, is assumed, according to
the declaration of one of the Penmen. We write
for the information of those, who admit that the
title Screpture belongs to the writings of Prophets
and Apostles ; and that “all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God.”

For information upon this point, we appeal to
the sacred writings themselves. If they do not fur-
nish either a direct statement of the discriminating
features of inspired writing, or principles, frou;
which a knowledge of its nature and properties may
be legitimately deduced, it is useless to attempt
the investigation of the subject. Conjecture would
be presumptuous and vain, and knowledge beyond
the limits of our research. We consider, however,
that Scripture has not left the subject of inspiration
under any cloud of obscurity. The following par-
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ticulars are obviously presented to the view of him
who reads with care the sacred volume.

1. The word of inspiration claims God for its
author.

I it historical 7 the selection, the arrangement,
and the comments are God’s. Is it doctrinal? the
vleas, the reasonings, and the conclusions are God’s.
Is it practical ¢ the precepts, exhortations, admoni-
tions, warnings, are God’s. And in each depart-
ment, the langnage is such as God was pleased to
employ, to express what he would have revealed to
man. Is it prophetical ? the matter and words are
»f necessity God’s.  In short, the Seripture claims
God for its author in as high a sense as if man’s
mstrumentality had not been employed in its pub-
fication ; as if it had come to us by the hands of an
angel, sent forth to distribute the volumes already
written ; as if every part of it had been delivered
m the same manner with the decalogue, graven
upon tables of stone by the finger of God, after
having been pronounced without the intervention
of human instrumentality, in the ears of all the
people.

The Seripture and the Word of God are used as
convertible terms: where the one is used the other
may beused.  “Ifhe called them Gods, unto who
the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be
broken.”(1) “Not as though the word of God hath
taken none effect.  For they are not all Israel which
are of Israel.” (2) The Apostle is here expressing

(1) Jokrr x. 35. (2) Rom. is. 6.
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his grief for the unbelief 4nd approaching separa-
tion of his Jewish brethren, by natural descent,
Israelites: and to prevent any misconception res-
pecting the promises of God made to Israel, and
registered in the Scriptures, he states, in the con-
clusion of the verse, and proves in the subsequent
verses, that the appellation Israel, does not properly
belong to all who are of the Israelitish nation, and
that consequently the truth of the Serépture promise,
or of the Word of God, is not affected by the taking
away of the Kingdom of God from some who might
inherit, according to natural descent, the name
Israel. When our Lord is called to answer for
himself and his disciples, in neglecting the tradition
of the elders, he replies, “Laying aside the Com-
‘mandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men.”
And again, “making the Word of God of none
effect, through your tradition.” (1)

What holy men of God spake, being moved by
the Holy Ghost, is described as the Word of God.
The Word of God, Samuel shewed to Saul. “Z%e
Word of the Lord came to Nathan.” ¢ The Word
of God came unto John in the Wilderness,” and it
was the “ Word of God” which Peter and John,
being filled with the Holy Ghost, spake with those
of their own company whom they joined, after their
deliverance out of the hands of the chief Priests.

That God is, in the strictest sense of the word,
the author of the Decalogue, will be readily admit-
ted. Now the Scripture generally is ascribed to

(1) Mark vii, 813,
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God, not only in terms ‘equally strong, but in the
very same terms in which the ten commandments
are ascribed to him. The fact that the matter and
words are his, is the same, whether the writing be
executed by God immediately, or whether men be
employed to perform the penmanship. Concerning
the decalogne we read, “('od spake all these words.”
“ And Moses turned, and went down from the
mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in
Lis hand ; the tables were written on both their
sides; on the one side and on the other were they
written. And the tables were the work of God, and
the writing was the writing of God, graven npon
the tables.” (1)

Let us now hear what terms are used with refer-
ence to other portions of Scripture. “Glod, who at
sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in time
past unto the fathers by the Prophets.” (2) Com-
munications were made to the fathers at sundry
times, and in divers manners, and by different per-
sons, but it was always God who spake. The pro-
phets were the instruments.by whom he caused his
words to be heard. ¢ Blessed be the Lord (iod of
Israel ; for he hath visited and redeemed his peo-
ple, and hath raised up a horn of Salvation for us
in the house of his servant David ; as /e spake by
the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been
since the world began.” (3) *“Whom the Heavens
must receive until the times of restitution of all
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all

(1) Ex. xx, 1; xxxii. 15, 16, 2) Heb. i, 3. (8) Luke . €8, 70.
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Lis holy prophets since the world began.” (1) “Mecn
and brethren, this Seripture must needs have been
tulfilled, which the Zloly ‘host, by the mouth of
David spake—Well spake the 1oly Ghost by Isaiah
the prophet unto our fathers.” (2) “As the /7o'y
(7host saith, to day if ve will hear his voice.” (3)
How common the words, ** Thus saith the Lord,”
by which the prophets introduce their addresses to
the people! Ilow striking the reproof which is
directed against pretenders to inspiration who use
their own tongues and say “ He saith.” The pro-
phets possess no higher character than organs by
which God was pleased to address the people.
Divine communications are clothed in language
divinely imparted. Mark the singular language of
John the Baptist, when the *Jews sent Priests and
Levites to asic him, who art thou? And he -
feszed and denied not; but confessed, I am not the
Clrist.  And they asked him what then? Artthou
Klias 7 and he saith, I am not. Art thou that
prophet? and he answercd, No. Then said they
unto him, Who art thon? that we may give an
auswer to them that sent us.  What sayest thou of
thyselt'? e said, I am the voIcE of one erying in
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Lord” (4)

The Apostles of the Lord occupied the same place
with the prophets. They were merely the instru-
wents by whom God chose to communicate his will
—+to speal his word.  The commission which they

(D Actsiii, 21, (2) Actsi. 16 xxviii,25. (8) Heb. iil. 7. (4) John i, 19—23.



29 CHARACTERISTICS

received from the Son of God implies this. “Teach-
ing them to observe all things, whatsecver I coun-
manded you.” They must not, in the fulfilment of
the important trust committed to them, depart trom
Jerusalem, till the spirit descend upon them trom
above, to teach them all things, and to bring all
things to their remembrance, that they had heard
from the Saviour while he was yet with them. Theyv
are not permitted to trust to the accuracy of their
own judgment, nor to the strength of their own
memory. The Apostles considered themselves s
moved and directed that the words which thev
spake were of God, who puthis Spirit within them.
“When,” sayvs Paul to the Thessalonians, *ye
received the word of Gud which ye heard of s, v
received it not as the word of men, but as it is in
trwth, the word of G'o.”  And to the Galatians:
I certity you, brethren, that the Gospel which wa-
preached ot me is not after man.  For I neither
received it of man, neither was I tanght it, hat by
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Again to the Corin-
thians : “Since ye seek a proof of Christ spuiking
‘nme”  Let usnow hear Peter. The wo,d o
the Lord endureth forever. And this is the word
which by the Gospel is preached unto you.” *Thix
second epistle, I now write unto you; that vemay
be mindtul of the words which were spoken befor
by the holy prophets, and of the eommandment of
us the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” In the
latter verse he identities himselt and fellow Aposties
with the holy prophets, in point of inspiration. Are
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the disciples to be mindful of the words of the pro-
phets? So are they to be mindful of the words of
Apostles. Does the word uttered by a prophet
proceed from God? So does the word of an Apnstle.

More might be added, were it necessary, to she#
that the inspiration of the Old and New Testaments
implies, that their contents are just what God wa-
pleased to communicate to us for our instruetion,
that they are exhibited in that order which God
was pleased to adopt, and that they are expressed
in the words which God chose to employ.

But it will be said in reply, that we also read.—
 Moses spake every precept to all the people
according to the law.” “The law was given by
Moses.” “ David calls Messiah Lord.” True; but,
Moses spake by the commandment of the Lord, an«
David was ¢n the Spirit when he speaks of Messiah.
That « Zsaiah said, e hath blinded their eyes and
hardened their heart.” True: butitis alwn said
that the 7Zoly Ghost spake thissame word by Isciui
the prophet unto their fathers. That the .10t/
spake with tongues. True; but they spake «s ¢t/
Npirit gave them utterance. Holy 1nen of God spake.,
being moved by the Iloly Ghost. Consequently, the
time when they spake, the words they uttered, and
the ideas they communicated, were of the Spirit.

All the parts of Scripture are ascribed to the
writers as entelligent instruments. The words of
Moses, the words of David, the words of Jeremiah.
are expressions, no less freely used than the word ot
God and the word of the Spirit. It is not supposed
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that, because men spake or wrote nothing but the
words of God, they were irrational and involuntary,
in speaking and writing. We cannot tell how God
puts any of the means or instruments whom he
einploys into motion, for the accomplishment of his
purposes ; one thing, however, we know, that he
emplovs them all, except in very few instances,
according to their proper nature. He has never
spoken by man, as man speaks by a trumpet, inani-
mate and passive. Every part of his works, in
earth and air and sea, is subject to his control, and
may be employed to do his work. Still every thing
acts according to the laws, to which, in its produe-
tion and preservation, it has been subjected by
the Creator.

A guilty world is to be made desolate for the
sins of them that dwell therein. The Lord gives
his commission to the clouds of heaven. They
gather like armies mustering for the battle, and
pour down their streams upon terrified thousands.
The fountains of the deep burst forth, and unite
their waters with those descending from above, to
swell the deluge to the overwhelming of a degene-
rate and impious generation. The Kings who fought
azainst the allies of Israel must experience a defeat,
too signal to be accomplished by the forces led on
by Joshua; and God sends the hailstones down
upon the retreating armies. He might have com-
manded them to execute his will, as balls discharged
trom the cannon’s mouth, or stones projected from
a sling, but this would have been contrary to the
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natural law of their movement. Hailstones natu-
rally descend. They derive their impetus from the
power of gravitation,and no forece, additional to that
gathered in their descent, is required to destroy
those on whom they fall. When fiery serpents are
sent in among the Israelites, they bite the guilty
tribes. There was needed no enchantment to allure
them. ¢ There came forth two she-bears from the
wood and tare forty and two children of them” that
mocked Elisha the prophet, and whom he had
cursed in the name of the Lord. Were they not
looking for their prey ? Must we not suppose them
led by instinct, prompted by hunger to make specd,
allured, perhaps, Ly the shouts of youthful impiety,
because God sent them to punish the children for
their criminal amusement, and the parents for their
neglect, in withholding an education in the fear of
the Lord. It is natural for the rain and hail to fall,
the serpent to bite, and the Lear to rend; and when
(vod makes them his instruments, they act accord-
ing to their distingnishing properties and powers.
When he emplovs man to exccute his work, he
brings him forward, upon the same principle, in
the exercise of all his varied qualifications. Under-
standing, will, passions, affections, are exerted
agreeably to natural laws, and the relations which
they sustain, as different states of thie same mind.
Ahab, King of Isracl, goes up to Ramoth-Gilead,
a doomed man; and in disguise. The King of
Syria, with whom he fought, had commanded his
soldiers to fight with none but the King of Tsracl ;
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and he is hidden. But God will draw him forth,
and find an instrument to accomplish his words.
A certain man,—he knew not the King of Israel,
less that God had intimated that he should die in
the field of battle, or that he should fall by his
hand,—drew a bow at a venture. Nosupernatural
vigour is imparted to his arm, no supernatural
agency diverts the arrow from its direct course, but
it was pointed to the King, perhaps to the only part
of his” person not protected by armour, enters
between the joints of the harness, and makes way
tor the life’s blood. In the whole transaction, that
certain man acted by no compulsion, formed his
resolution, executed his own will, shot at a venture:
hut either his purpose, his position, the direction of
his arrow, with him altogether fortuitous, were pre-
cisely reculated by God of whom he was ignorant,
or the prediction of him who knows the end from
the beginning, was fulfilled by chance, and might
niever have been fulfilled. There is a very remark-
able and conclusive example of the union of the
efficient aceney of God, with the treedom of the
instrument by whom he acts, or of God's employving
2 human instrument, in the full, the free, and uncon-
=trained exercise of all his faculties, in the case of
Cyrus.  God chooses Cyrus, Prince of Persia, to
perform all his pleasure, even to the restoration of
Jerusalem and the temple. God foretells what shall
he accomplished by Cyrus, long betore he had an
existence, or the captivity had commenced from
which he was to set Israel free. Iere is a simple
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prediction. But God plainly informs us, that it is
by his own agency it shall be accomplished, in the
use of Cyrus’s instrumentality. e will to the end
contemplated, hold the right hand of his Shepherd,
subdue nations before him, loose the loins of Kings,
open the two-leaved gates, give him the treasures
of darkness and the hidden riches of secret places.
One thing must be evident, that the strength and
perseverance of Cyrus, the subjection of nations to
him, the terror of kings against whom he fights, the
opening of the gates of Babylon to admit his army,
the delivery into his hands of the accumulated
treasures of the Assyrian capital, is the work of
God. Till all these things were accomplished,
Cyrus was ignorant of that God by whom he was
directed and upheld. Lastly, in the accomplish-
ment of the divine purpose, and in performing the
work of God, all the parties, and Cyrus in particu-
lar, are regulated by principles congenial to their
nature, education, habits, and character. Cyrus
manifests, from his youth, a predilection for a mili-
tary life. To his personal gratification, with the
consent of his grandfather the king of Persia, hardly
obtained by the urgent application of the ambassa-
dors from Media, he sets out with the command of
the Persian forces, ordered to the assistance of the
Medes, at war with the king of Babylon and his
allies. After a series of victories in their progress,
the united armies of Media and Persia, under Cyrus
and his uncle Darius, sit down before the capital of
Assyria. Despairing ef being able to overturn or
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scale the walls of Babylon, the hope of entering
the city upon the bed of the Euphrates, which ran
through it, buoys up the youthful warrior. He
cuts a canal, by which the waters of the river may
be diverted from their course, that the channel
within the city may be left dry. The night when
the works were so far completed, that they might
attempt an entrance, was the same in which Bel-
shazzar made a feast to his thousand lords, his
(queens, and his concubines, and drank wine out of
the hallowed vessels of the Lord’s house. Thesight
of the fingers of a man’s hand, writing the sentence
of death to his power, upon the wall opposite to
which he sat, fills his mind with dread, and his
loins are loosed. Tt is probable that the lords,
whose province it was to see the gates upon the
river closed when night set in, were too much occu-
pied in the revels of the feast to attend upon their
duty. At all events, the gates, which might still
have presented a difficult obstacle to the entrance
of the allied armies, were not shut, and Cyrus enters
in to possess the treasures of darkness.  Inthe his-
torical narrative, we perceive nothing but the
vigour, the ambition, the heroism, and the skill of
the youthtul warrior, inspiring his followers with
valour, perseverance, and love of glory, on the one
hand : on the other, the indolence and ease, spring-
ina trom a confidential reliance upon the fortifica-
tions of the city. In the prophecy, we see nothing
hut the agency of the Most ITigh; and in the union
of hoth, we arc taught to contemplate the Sovereign
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of the world using human beings as his instruments,
in the exercise of all their powers, and agreeahly
to the principles upon which their character has
been formed.

Proceeding one step farther, the God of IIeaven
is seen employing rational and voluntary instru-
ments, according to the almost endless variety of
personal character. The word of inspiration pre-
sents before us a most beautiful illustration of this
part of Jehovah's agency. The variety of mental
structure, of intellectual power, of modes of think-
ing, and of style, presented in the word of God,
so far from militating, as has been frequently sup-
posed, against the plenary and verbal inspiration of
the Scripture, is only the necessary result of a prin-
ciple of divine operation from which every devia-
tion is miraculous, and furnishes a clear and ample
elucidation of that principle. The concessior,
therefore, that the thoughts and style of the differ-
ent portions of Holy Writ, are distinctive of differ-
ent writers, of different degrees of mental strength,
and various modifications of mental operation,
detracts nothing from the assertion of God’s being
the author of the whole, in the proper sense o
authorship. (1)

2. The word of inspiration claims absolute free-
dom from error.

God being the author of the Book, whatever is
imputed to it, is imputed to him. Impute an error
to the word of God, antl you impute it to himself.

(1) Note B.
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Jut God cannot err, therefore whatever is written
by inspiration must be free from error. Now inspi-
ration is asserted of all seripture. This is the testi-
mony which the scripture gives concerning itself,
and if it be found a false witness in one particular,
the testimony must be rejected in all. The Book
which claims God for its author in every part, and
is found to contain one false proposition, one une-
quivocal contradiction, must bear to have its claim
denicd. There is only one alternative to those to
whom the scripture is presented. Let them choose
hetween Deism, or the full admission of the truth
of every proposition, which the word of God con-
tains.  We must, however, always distinguish
between the word of God, and the principles which
may have been deduced from it ; which are often
what the word does not warrant, and shocking
indeed. (1)

3. The word of inspiration is free from drfect.
Imperfection is as foreign from the character of God
as error.  * God’slaw is perfect,” saysthe Psalmist.
The scriptures are fully adequate to the end con-
templated by them; every part, to the end con-
templated by it. They are ‘able to make wisc
unto salvation,—profitable for doctrine, for reproot,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
Jurnished unto all good works.” The Word is
tree from defect, or the Apostle is found a false
witness. '

(1) Note C.
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4. The word of inspiration contains nothing
superfluous.

It is true there are portions of the word of God,
the use of which, as of many tribes of living crea-
tures, we are at present unable to discover. DBut
is any man prepared to say that the purpose to
which they are subservient, neither hasbeen known,
nor shall by the progress of events be developed to
the view of the church? There would be more pre-
sumption than prudence and piety in the assertion,
that anything in the word of God must be super-
fluous because we cannot discover its use. A spi-
ritual view of the character of God, and the rever-
ence which that view must inspire, will lead us to
the conclusion that as God never exerts immedi-
ately his power, when means are adequate to the
proposed end, so he never puts forth his power
either in the use or independently of means, when
there is no object to be secured. A plain testimony
should outweigh a whole volume of speculations,
and constrain us to plead ignorance in the presence
of infinite wisdom. A plain testimony we have to
the universal utility of the inspired record. “All
Seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable”  And ‘again, “ Whatsoever things were
written aforetime, were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scrip-
tures, might have hope. (1) Paul saw no portion
of revelation superfluous—no part of the Old Tes-
tament, in which the vefinement of modern times

(1) Rom. xv. 4.
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has discovered much neither conducive to edifica-
rian. consistent with delicate feeling, nor exhibiting
the mild spirit of Christ.  Whatsoerver things
were written aforetime,” whatever judgment pro-
tanity, folly, or «¢ffected spiritnality may form of
them, * were written for our learning.”  He finds
instruction in the minute record of the sins and
sutferings of the Israelites in the wilderness. Some
were idolaters.  “The people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play. Some committed tor-
:nication, and fell in one day, three and twenty
thonsand.”  Some of them tempted Christ, and
~were destroyed of serpents.” Some of them mur-
mured, and - were destroyed of the destroyer.”
What have we to do with all these things? The
Apostle will inform us ** All these things happened
vnto them for ensamples; and they are written for
cur wdmonition upon whom the ends of the world
are come.” (1)

5. The word of inspiration is authoritative.

That a work should be written upon any given
ecientific subject, or a history, without an error, a
delect, or a redundant expression, is not beyond
the range of possibilities : yet would not men, sup-
posing it written, be under an oBligation to receive
orto readit. The knowledge of its contents might
not be necessary to the regeneration of man's cha-
racter, or the purification of his life;—it might
never contemplate such a result. The word of God
is given for that end :—is subordinate to the refor-

(1) 1Cor. x, 611,
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mation, and to the happiness of man, not cnly in
this world, but in the future state. The design for
which it was written gives it a claim; and when
its Author, who requires us to purify our hearts, to
cleanse our hands, to be perfect, and its infallibility
and perfection are considered in union with its
design, it makes a demand upon our reception,
which cannot be resisted without sin against God.
To every man, to whom the word of God is pre-
sented, it proclaims, ¢ He that believeth shall be
saved, he that believeth not shall be condemned”
—is condemned. Unfeigned faith, it must be evi-
dent to the unprejudiced and attentive reason, is
something more than a mere historical beliet of
what is written, but it always implies a historical
belief. No speculative unbeliever can be a faith-
ful man, for the great object upon which faith ter-
minates is brought to view by the word ot Gad
alone. The degree of saving faith will be measured
by theextentto which the divine testimonyisknown
and embraced ; and therefore faith will be obstructed
in its exercises and growth, by opposition to that
testimony in any the least particular. ¢ All Serip-
ture is profitable.” Therefore the advantage to be
derived from it must fail, in so far as it is rejected.
“0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken.” (1) They are not charged
with a disbelief of all that the prophets had written, ,
but with not believing it all:—not with total but
partial disbelief. The consequences of their partial

L ]
(1) Luke xxiv. 25,
c
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‘disheliet were, a suspension of the sanguine hopes
they had fondly cherished, that Christ would redeem
Israel,—“ We ¢rusted that it had been he which
sLould have redeemed Israel”—and a withholding
o1 eredence from competent witnesses of the resur-
rection.— But /¢m. they saw not.” Therefore the
Saviour says, ¢ Search the Scriptures; for in them
ye think (are assured) ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me.”

Our assent is demanded to every part of the
Scripture alike. The inspiration which is asserted
of all, is asserted of the several parts which consti-
tute the whole. Whatever authority is derived
from inspiration, Dbelongs to everything which is
inspired. The Saviour has given his sanction to
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms; and should
man refuse his assent to any part of Moses’ writings,
the Prophets, or the Psalms, he sets at nought the
Saviour by whom the whole is sanctioned. What
may appear little to man has the same high attes-
tation with that which appears great. When God
has not parcelled out his word, according to its sup-
posed degrees of authority, importance and utility.
for man to take a distinction of its parts, into more
or less authoritative, important, and useful, tor
granted is impious; taking it for granted, to attempt
ro make the division is vain.

It is rebellion against the authority which the
words of inspiration claim, to bring an inspired
statement to the test of reason, before it will be
admitted, and only to receive it because reason has
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pronounced a decision in its favour. We must
receive it without question, without examination,
because God has spoken it. The Deity will not
permit his creatures to debate with him. He pro-
claims a fact, and it must be admitted without hesi-
tation ; he issues a command, and it must be obey-
ed; conceding the truth of the former and the jus-
tice of the latter, or the truth and authority of God
are denied. If revelation is to be subject to rea-
son, it is unnecessary. If reason can decide upon
the character of revealed facts, doctrines, precepts,
they must be within the sphere of her investiga-
tions. But as revelation brings to view, whatman,
in the exercise of reason, never could have discover-
ed, reason cannot try the merit of the discoveries
which have been made. These must be estimated
according to the characterof the author. In regard
to revelation, reason’s province is to ascertain the
import of what is written ; her duty, if any of her
supposed discoveries or deductions be found to
clash with inspired statements, to give them up as
imaginary and false, that every thought may be
brought into ‘subjection to the testimony of God.
Our final, our only appeal, for the determination
of all controversies on the doctrinal or practical sub-
jects of religion is to the Scriptures. They speak
with anthority. The reason why many controver-
sies in the church remain undecided is, probably,
that there has not been a simple appeal to Scrip-
ture : that men have beerunwilling to have Reve-
lation sit alone upon the judgment seat. They
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would associate another, or others, with her. She
knows not to falter in deciding upon any case
coming within her province ; but obstacles are pre-
sented to the reception of her clear decisions, diffi-
culties are raised, and her judgments are embar-
rassed by the delays, the opposition, and the vacil-
lation, of those with whom she is unrighteously
compelled to sit in judgment. One appeals to
revelation and tradition ; another to revelation and
the fathers; a third to Scripture and reason ; and
a fourth sets revelation behind the scenes, and will
only permit us to hear her sentence as it is reported
by the church. Her competency has also been
brought into question by folly urging her to decide
in cases which should never have come before her
tribunal. The authority, however, of Scripture is
not affected by the perverse proceedings of men.
Its voice is still heard, amidst the tumult of con-
tending partisans, proclaiming, “To the Law and
to the Testimony.”

The Saviour and his Apostles teach us, by exam-
ples, in what manner we should appeal to Divine
testimony. They bring forward the book, and per-
mit it to speak for itself. They never depart from
the simple and obvious import of the words. They
do not varnish them by explanations accommodated
to the views designed to be exhibited. They take
it for granted that they are intelligible ; that they
need only to be read to be understood by all who
are not prepossessed. They do not dishonour God,
by acting as if they would say that he had given a
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revelation in which the words employed are not
adapted to convey the ideas intended. The most
profound submission to its authority appears in
every appeal to Scripture, by Christ and his Apos-
tles. “Have ye not read that which was spoken
to you of God, saying, I am the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?” He
does not begin by explaining what is meant by
being the God of Abraham, and then proceed to
reason from the explanation. Ile atonce fixes upon
the language employed—upon the use of the present
tense, ./ am.” According to the opinions of the
Sadducees, to whom he replies, Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob had ceased to exist, when the
words cited by our Lord were uttered. But God
cannot be the God of a nonentity. That Abraham
lived to God, even when Moses was in Horeb, ix
therefore evident ; and it implies the preservation
and resurrection of the body an integral part ot the
man. The people felt the force of the argument at
once, and the Sadducees are confounded. (1) “Is
it not written in your law, I said, ye are Gods "
Without waiting to shew them why men, or what
men are called Gods, he seizes upon the obvious
fact, that those to whom the word of God caine are
so called, and reminds them that the Seripture can-
not be broken. (2) Jesus might have furnished an
exposition quite as authoritative as the text: but
when be appeals to the text, he must simply hear
what it says, and, according to a very uscful rulc,

1) Matth. xxii. 28—33, (2) John x. 31—36.
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too much overlooked by some divines, judge of
what it means by what it says. The same example
is set before us by Apostles. “Tell me, ye that
desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?
Nevertheless, what saith the Scripture (1) “Unto
which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son /—Unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O -
God, is for ever and ever.” (2) Thus, does he quote,
without adding any comment for the purpose of
giving a supposed fixedness and - determination to
the language; even in cases where many might be
ready to suppose an explanation necessary toshow
the pertinence of the quotation, and infidelity has
charged him with inconclusive reasoning, its per-
versity and blindness preventing it from discover-
ing the bearing of the argument. Hear James.
“ Do you think that the Scripture saith in vain, the
spirit that dwelieth in us lusteth to envy? Buthe
giveth more grace: Wherefore he saith, God resist-
eththe proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”(3)
And Peter. * Ashe which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation ; because
it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy.”(+) When-
ever Christ or his Apostles appeal to the Scripture,
they do it with the most implicit deference and
submission, and teach us to consider its decision
final. (5)

(1) Gal. iv. 21, 30 (2) Heb. i. 5,8. (8) Jas. iv. 5, 6.
()1 Pet. i. 15,16. (5) Note D.



CHAPTER II.
Are the Psalus giecn by Inspiration ?

Tue FirsT FACT which we are to ascertain is, that

the Book of Psalms was written by Holy Men ot
God, moved by the Holy Ghost.
. Concerning it, Gray, in his ¢ Key to the Old Tes-
tament,” thus writes: “The Book of Psalins, which
in the Hebrew is entitled Sepher Tehillim. the
Book of Hymns or Praises of the Lord, contains the
productions of different writers. These productions
are called, however, the Psalms of David, becans
a great part of them were composed by him, who
for his peculiarly excellent Spirit was distinguished
by the title of Psalmist. Some of them were penned
before, and spme after the time of David, but all
of them by persons under the influence ot the Holv
Ghost, since all were judged worthy to be inserted
into the Canon of Holy Writ. Ezra probably co:-
Jected them into one book, and placed them in the
order they now preserve, after they had been pre-
viously collected in part.”

It is, however, a question of little comparative
importance at what tim®, or by what person the
Psalms were collected and arranged. One thing is
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certuin, they had been collected and arranged
before the time of our Lord and his Apostles.  They
are designated a Book by our Lord himself. His
words are—“ David himself saith in the Book of
Psalms;” showing that when he sojourned among
men, the Songs of Zion had been collected into one
volume. Paul; in one instance, quoting from a
Psalm, mentions the place in the collection which
it occupies. ““God hath fulfilled the same unto us
their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again,
as it is also written in the second Psalm, “ Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” No other
proof is wanted that the collection of Psalms or
Hymns which the Jews had in the days of our Sa-
viour, is the same that we possess.

To the inspiration of this Book our Lord has given
his testimony ; and placed it, by his authority, upon
the saune footing with the other portions of the Old
Testament. “These are the words which I spake
unto vou while I was yet with you, that all things
might be fulfilled which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the Prophets, and in, the Psalms,
concerning me.”” (1) Here is a pointed referencc
to the classification of the Scriptures which the Jews
made, and a place is assigned to the Psalmis, no less
clevated than to Moses or the Prophets. Now.
~ince ¢ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable,” the Psalms demand our submis-
sion, as the dictates of the Holy Ghost, in thie same
peremptory tone with the Law, which was promul-

(1) Luke xxiv. #4.
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gated, without the intervention of man, from the
top of Sinai ; we must receive them as equally pro-
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction, to promote the perfection of the man of
God, with any other portien of Holy Writ.

The full extent to which the Son of God recog-
nises the claim of the Book of Psalms, appearsfrom
the language which he employs, when speaking of
a part. “ What think ye of Christ? Whose son
is he? They say unto him, the Son of David. He
saith unto them, How then doth David ¢n Spirit, or
by the Holy Ghost, callhim Lord ?” It was neither
arrogant nor blasphemous, therefore, in David to
utter the following very definite langnage: “ The
Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was
in my tongue.”(1) His Son and Lord has pro-
nounced it just. Panl has followed the example of
his Lord in the ascription of the Psalms, not to man,
but to the Holy Ghost. When he quotes the ninety-
fifth Psalm, he introduces the quotation by these
very emphatic words, “As the Holy Ghost saith.”
And Peter, before the day of Pentecost, standing
. up in the midst of the congregated disciples, says.
“ Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs have
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost spake by the
mouth of David ;" and on the day of Pentecost,
addressing the wondering multitude, calls David a
Prophet in reference to the production of the six-
teenth Psalm. To use the words of Gray, who has
been already quoted, “ The authority of those

(1) Matth. xxii. 42, 43; 2 Ram. xxiii, 2.
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(Psalms) which we now possess, is established like-
wise, by many intrinsic proofs of inspiration. Not
only do they breathe throngh every part a divine
spirit of eloquence, but they contain numberless
illustrious prophecies that were remarkably accom-
plished, and are frequently appealed to by the evan-
gelical writers.”

In addition to the preceding evidence that the
Psalms sustain a character equal to that of any
other part of the Old Testament Scripture, and come
to us recommended by the same high sanction, let
it be observed, that Peter teaches us that the
writings of the Apostles possess no greater autho-
rity, are distinguished by no more intrinsic excel-
lence, make no larger demand upon our veneration,
diligent perusal, and personal application, than
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. Adverting
to the writings of his “ beloved brother Paul” he
says, “ In which are some things hard to be under-
stood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the ot/er Seriptures, unto their
own destruction.” It is true he puts forward the
writings of Paul as Scripture, but in the same rank
with the other Scriptures. So far, however, from
teaching us to give to them a preference, his manner
of introducing them to notice, forms a sufficient
answer to any, who might be disposed to neglect
Moses or David, Isaiah or Ezekiel, in the presence
of the historians of Jesus, of the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles, or of the beloved disciple.

I'have been the more particular in specifying and
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proving the inspiration of the Book of Psalms,—
that the writers of the Psalms were holy men of
God, who spake and wrote as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost,—because this fact once established
and received, one of the most daring objections that
have ever been made to the use of the Psalms of
David, is at once and forever removed out of the
way of every man who respects the character of his
God and his Redeemer,—of the Spirit who renews
and infuses every good disposition. Ithas been
objected that those Psalms, in many parts, breathe
out cruelty, and contain language which it hardly
becomes the lips of a Christian to utter ; it has been
insinuated that the spirit of many of them is incon-
sistent with the spirit of the gospel, which dictates
love to our enemies. (1)

Now, if the Psalms have been dictated by the
Holy Ghost—if by the Spirit of Christ, who speaks
hot of himself, but speaks what he hears, the charac-
ter of the author determines the character of the
Book. An unholy person may assume the charac-
ter, and speak the words of purity; a man of cruelty
may write a book and transcribe in it the language
of clemency and mercy ; butaholy and a mercitul
man never can be supposed, without supposing :
contradiction, to employ language impure and mu-
licious, and calculated to excite or cherish impurity
and revengein the hearer or the reader. Whoever,
therefore, thinks he discovers cruelty and revenge,
or any other antichristian principle, set forth and

{1) Note E.
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encouraged in the Book of Psalms, must either
deny that it has been given by inspiration, or admit
that he totally misunderstands its spirit, its lan-
guage, and its tendency. If the objection before
us be founded in truth, the Book must be expunged
from the Bible. Its pretensions are spurious, and
its presence is a stigma upon the character of God.
But we have already seen that its claims are sup-
ported by the same authority which sanctions the
other Scriptures, and that the denial of its inspira-
tion involves the rejection of the Old Testament and
the New. If God, the author, be holy, there is
nothing unholy in the Book of Psalms, or calculated
to encourage unholiness ; if God be merciful, there
is nothing in it inconsistent with mercy, or calcu-
lated to encourage cruelty; if God be love, there is
nothing in it contrary tothe spirit of love, or calcu-
lated to encourage hatred or revenge ; in one word,
there cannot be anything in the Book opposed to
any perfection of the Divine character, or failing to
recommend conformity to God upon the part of
man. Whoever, therefore, quarrels with the spirit
or matter of the Psalms, sets himself in opposition,
not to man, but God, for he implicitly imputes to
Giod, whatever he charges upon his word.

Or again. The inspiration of the Psalms and of
the New Testament being taken for granted, if the
Psalms do not manifest the same spirit, inculeate
the same doctrines, enjoin the same moral duties,
prohibit the same sins, which are set forth in the
New Testament, it follows that the Holy Ghost is
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inconsistent with himself. But it would be no dif-
ficult matter to show that the spirit, the doctrines,
the precepts, the prohibitions—in a word, the design
and tendency of both are the same. And we know
that the old Testament saints—we know that David
possessed and exemplified that very character which
the Gospel of Christ recommends. Will any man
venture, upon mature consideration, to set declara-
tions from the pen of David, especially remember-
ing that it was guided by the Spirit of God, the
expression of whose inflexible justice, of whose
detestation of sin, of whose determination to punish
it,—to all whichholy men of Godhave been enabled
—to which David was enabled to say Amen,—he
may have mistaken for the language of unforgiving
cruelty ;—will any man venture to set declarations,
the spirit and design of which may be misunder-
stood, in opposition to facts? Are malignity and
revenge rashly to be imputed to the man, who found
his enemy in a cave,—his enemy who had attempt-
ed his life, who was at that moment in pursuit of
him, attended by three thousand men, that he might
overtake and kill him,—and would not put forth
his hand against his person, though urged by his
followers? Will we attribute malignity and re-
venge to him who, coming into the camp of his
adversary by night, and finding him and his men
asleep, neither injured him nor would permit ano-
ther to do it, though solicited, and could show the
sword and cruise of water which he had carried
away from his head, a testimony at once of his own
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power to have taken revenge, and of the simplicity
and ingenuousness of his temper and conduct? Was
the man malignant and revengeful, who, when an
ungrateful rebel in the day of adversity cursed him
and vilitied his character, could say, profoundly
resigned to the award of Heaven, “Let him alone,
and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden him.”
And shall we join with the many who have con-
spired to vilify the character and the words of the
Sweet Singer of Israel, even at the hazard of charg-
ing the Spirit of Christ with want of consistency ¢
God forbid. Rather let us submit every thought,
every feeling, in the presence of infinite wisdom,
and be prepared to pluck out the right eye, or to
cut off the right hand, which offends us.

sut it has happened most felicitously, in relation
to the question before us, that the Psalms most
obnoxious to the censures of a spurious, and an
unsanctified sentimentality, have been cited by an
Apostle as the langnage of the Spirit. The sixty-
ninth and hundred-and-ninth would seem, when
approached by the opponents of the Old Testament
Psalms, to excite more than common heat. I shall
produce a few verses from each. ¢ Let their habi-
tation be desolate; and let none dwell in their
tents. Add iniquity unto their iniquity; and let
them not come into thy righteousness. Let them
be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be
written with the righteous.” (1) “Set thou a wicked
man over him; and let Satan stand athis rght hand.

(1) Psalm Ixix. 25, 27, 25.
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When he shall be judged, let him be condemned :
and let his prayer become sin. Let his days be few;
and let another take his office.” (1) Admitted: the
language is strong. All may not be able to recon-
cile it with other declarations and petitions. Are
they who cannot, at liberty to conclude that it is
really inconsistent with love to our enemies? Let
us hear how Peter speaks of those Psalms. ¢ Men
and brethren, this Scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of
Pavid spake before concerning Judas, who was
guide to them that took Jesus. For itis written in
the Book of Psalms: Let his habitation be desolate,
and let no man dwell therein : and his bishoprick
let another take.” (2) Of the twentieth verse the
former member is from the sixty-ninth, and the lat-
ter from the hundred-and-ninth Psalm. Observe,
(first) he views both as prophetic; (second) he pro-
nounces both spoken by the Holy Ghost. Of course
both must be in all points correct, worthy of a mer-
ciful God, and becoming the lips of a servant of
‘God, though no man were able to explain them.
Once more, and I dismiss this branch of the
inquiry. Is such language as this cruel? ¢ Cut
them off in thy truth.” “I will bring again from
the depth of the sea ; that thy foot may be dipped
in the blood of enemies, the tongue of thy dogs in
the same.” “Léet them be blotted out of the book
of the living, and not be written with the righteous.”
Is itinconsistent with the spirit of the Gospel? to use
(1) Psalm cix, 6—S. : " (2 Acts i. 16,20.
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it with the character of the Christian? Mark the
consequences. Then the words ot Paul, moved by
the Holy Ghost, not merely writing to the church,
but to a bishop of the church, must share in the
same condemnation. ““ Alexander the coppersmitl.
did me much evil : the Lord reward him according
to his works.” (1) If the spirit manitested in such
portions of the Psalms as those (uoted be unchris-
tian, by what spirit shall we say the Apostle was
actuated ¢ If the Psalms be inconsistent with the
Gospel, then Paul must be inconsistent with him-
self, for in the sixteenth verse we read, ** At my
first answer no man stood with me, but all forsook
me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their
charee.”  Let him who is straitened in the use of
some portions of Zion's songs, explain the consis-
tency of the fourteenth and sixteenth verses ot the
fourth chapter ot the second epistle to Timothy, and
he <hall tind himself near an enlargement. Another
consequence follows,  The saints enter into the
recions of love and peace, with all the cruelty and
revenge of earth about them. ** And when he had
opened the fifth seal, I saw under the a'tar the sonls
f them that were slain for the word of God, and
for the testimony which they held: and they eried
with a loud voice, saving. How long. O Lord, holv
and true, dostthou not judgce and avenge onr blood
»n them that dwell on the earth?”  Finally, God
must delight in cainage, and he chargeable with
enconraging ¢yiclty in his people.  The great God
(1) ATim. iv. 14,
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has a supper, to which the fowls of heaven are in-
vited, that they may eat the flesh of kings, and
the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men,
and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them,
and the flesh of all, free and bond, both small and
great.” “Iheard,” says John, “another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her my people.” This
must be the voice of God himself, for who else
claims the saints for his own? And what does the
voice proclaim in addition to a call to come forth
from among the children of mystical Babylon ?
* Reward her even as she has rewarded you, and
double unto her double according to her works : in
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles
~ and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.”(1)

Reader, are you fully satisfied with the spirit and
the language of Paul, of the spirits of just men made
perfect, of angels, and of the great God himself*
Then why should you be offended with the san
of Jesse?

(1) Rev. vi,10; xviii, 4~6; xix. 17, 18.






CHAPTER IIL

Were the Psalms given to the Church that they
might be sung to the praise of Him by whom they
were dictated ?

Having shewn the full and unqualified recognition
of the Book of Psalms by Christ and his Apostles,
and the necessary inference from the reality of its
inspiration, that every insinuation against the spirit,
the langunage, or the tendency of the collection, is
an insinuation dishonouring tothe character of God,
involving a charge of inconsistency against his
word, and implicitly impeaching those who have
already entered into the places in their father’s
house prepared for them, with a want of the due
measure of Christian Charity, we proceed to the
examination of the second fact bearing upon the
important inquiry respecting the Psalmody of the
Church of Christ,—that

The Psalms were given ¢ be sung by the mem-
bers of the Church,—the worshippers of God.

The truth of this proposition appears §rom the
titles given to them, and the manner in which they
were used in the Jewish Church by divine
appointment.
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The Hebrew language has long since ceased to
be spoken by a separate people, and that minute
acquaintance with its structure is, we presume,
irrecoverably lost, which might enable us to dis-
tinguish between prose and verse from the quantity
and arrangement of the syllables, as we can in the
Greek and Latin and modern tongues. Several
have attempted to reduce the Hebrew versification
to certain rules; but it is generally considered that
they have utterly failed. Josephus, however, une-
quivocally states that the Psalms were written in
metre. When making mention of them and other
poetical portions of Holy Writ, he speaks like a
man to whom Hebrew versification, the distine-
tion between verse and prose, and the distinction
between one species of verse and another, were per-
fectly familiar. Ilis translator either thought or
affects to think that Josephus rather spake in accom-
modation to the ideas of Greeks and Romans, than
from any precise acquaintance with the metrical
rythm of Hebrew poetry: perhaps for no better rea-
son than the improbability of the author of the
+ Jewish antiquities being in possession of a species
of knowledge which is beyond the reach of the
Philologists of later and more exalted days. For
this very reason, DeWette, a German writer, ex-
presses a doubt of the existence of a Hebrew metre,
and addpices Michwlis as of the same opinion.
“ Were there,” says he, ‘‘a Hebrew metre, I believe
that the vestiges and proofs, if not the very laws of
it, might be discovered.” Having given a narra-
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tive of the exodus from Egypt and the passage
through the Red Sea, Josephus adds, “Moses also
composed a song unto God containing his praises
in hexameter verse.” (1) Again; with reference
. to the song which Moses is said to have written and
taught to the children of Israel immediately before
his decease, he says, “After this he readto them a
poetic song, which was composed in hexameter
verse; and left it to them in the Holy Book; it
contained a prediction of what was to come to pass
afterwards.” (2) But, in particular respecting the
Book of Psalms, “ And now David being freed from
wars and dangers, and enjoying for the future a
profound peace, composed songs and hymns to God
of several sorts of metre : some of those which he
made were trimeters, and some were pentameters :
he also made instruments of music, and tanght the
Levites to sing hymns to God, both on that called
the Sabbath Day and on other Festivals.” (8)
Whatever may be the value attached to it, at all
events the testimony of the Jewish historian is suf-
ficiently perspicuous and pointed.

The names, however, appropriated to the collec-
tion clearly indicate its character and use. The
title /’salins, which is a Greek word introduced
into the English language through the Latin
medium, is derived from Psallo, to sing, and teaches
us that the compositions distinguished by it were
designed to be set to music. The Psalms of David
are called also the ““Songs of the Lord,” and the

(DB.ILc16.5.4 (DB.IV.c.S.5.44. (3)B.VIL0.12.5.8.
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*Songs of Zion.” ¢“8o the number of them which
which were brethren that were instructed in the
Songs of the Lord, all that were cunning, was two
hundred four score and eight.” (1) ¢ There they
that carried us away captive required of us a song:
and they that wasted us required of us mirth, say-
ing, sing us one of the songs of Zion.” (2) These
titles given to the collection, appear to point to its
design,—its design according to the Spirit who dic-
tated its different pieces.

That these Psalms were sung by the Old Testa-
ment Church, with Divine approbation, in her
solemn religious assemblies, hardly requires proof.
It is evident that the Jews, who were carried away
to Babylon, had been accustomed to sing them in
their native land, from their pathetic exclamatior,
provoked by the demand, it may have been of
curiosity, it may have been of insolence, to which
reference has already been made. ¢ How shall we
sing the Lord’s song in astrange land ¢” The days
of mirth and festivity which they spent together at
Jerusalem, when the assembled tribes feasted and
sung before the Lord, and tuned their harps to his
praise, had passed away. Sorrow and sighing and
tears had succeeded. They are in the midst of
strangers, who had sacked their beloved uty,
defaced and plundered, and finally laid in
their boasted temple, slain their nobles, o
king a captive, put into their bands *
poverty, of affliction and of slavery. T

(1) 1 Chron. xxv. 7. 2)
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are no longer open to receive pleasure from the joy-
inspiring song and the accompanying tones of the
well-tuned instrument. The full swell of the glad-
dening sounds would only have increased their bit-
terness of spirit, from its association with the repose
and happiness of days now gone. Their harps, so
frequently in requisition before the invader had
entered in among them, are suspended upon the
willows by the brink of the river of Babylon, and
only utter the hollow sounds of melancholy moan-
ing, as their chords vibrate in the breeze.

It would seem from the history of the children of
Israel, that the arrangements for singing the praises
of God, were brought to a greater degree of perfec-
tion, by the instrumentality of David, who contri-
buted so largely, by the Holy Spirit, to the Songs
of Zion, as to acquire the honorable appellation of
the sweet Psalmist of Israel, and to give his name
to the Book of Psalms. The number of those who
were appointed of the King to the service of God
in the celebration of praise, vocally and by instru-
ments, inciuding Asaph, Jeduthun, and Hemar,
who presided, were two hundred and eighty-eight,
whom he divided into twenty-four orders or classes,
and who had their places assigned to them by lot.
They used the songs which form part of the present
collection. The book was not completed till long
after the days of David. On the very solemn and
joyful occasion of the removal of the ark from the
house of Obed-edom, to the tent which David had
erected for its reception, certain of the Levites were
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appointed to precede the ark, and to thank and
praise the Lord God of Israel ; and the King put
into the hand of Asaph, who was their chief, and
of his brethren a psalm to be sung by them, which
is contained in the sixteenth chapter of the first
book of Chronicles. The verses, beginning with
the eighth and ending with the twenty-second, con-
stitute the first fifteen verses of the one hundred
und fifth Psalm ; those beginning with the twenty-
third and ending with the thirty-third, constitute
the ninety-sixth Psalm; the thirty-fourth verse of
the chapter is the same with the first of the one
hundred and sixth Psalm, and the thirty-fifth and
sixth form the concluding two verses of the same,
a few verbal variations excepted. We know for
what purpose this song was written ; we know that
it constitutes part of a collection of songs, to which
the head of the Church has given his unqualified
sanction. The conclusion is by no means difficult.
The purpose for which it was given determines the
design of the Spirit in the collection of songs with
whichitisnumbered. Intheabsence of all opposing
testimony, it appears that the songs of Zion, forming
the Book of Psalms, were given by the Spirit to be
sung by the Church, and were sung.

But there is another Psalm, written upon a par-
ticular occasion, concerning which we are informed,
and which we mention for a reason that shall appear
presently. The Psalm which David spake unto the
Lord, in the day when the Lord had delivered him
sut of the hand of all his encmies, and out of the
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hand of Saul, and which is found in the second
book of Samuel (1), is the eighteenth of the sacred
“collection of songs.

There is a passage in the second book of Chroni-
cles which casts much light upon the divinely
authorised practice of the people of Israel, in rela-
tion to the Psalmody which they used in the wor-
ship of God. During the reigns of the kings who
preceded Hezekiah, the Israelites had corrupted
themselves exceedingly. Their kings encouraging
them by their example, they worshipped the gods
of the nations. The temple was spoiled and shut
up by Ahaz, while he multiplied altars to strange
deities. When Hezekiah ascended the throne of
his ancestors, he set his heart upon the restoration
of the purity of divine service. The temple is once
more opened and sanctified at his injunction, with
all its sacred furniture. The rulers of the city, be-
ing called together, offer sacrifice for their own
sins and the sins of the kingdom. The king “set
the Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals,
with psalteries, and with harps, according to com-
mand of David and of Gad the king’s seer, and
Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment;
of the Lord by his prophets.” (2) And while the
burnt offering was being consumed upon the altar,
all the congregation worshipped, and singers sang,
and the trumpeters sounded. ¢ Moreover Heze-
kiah the king and the princes commanded the
Levites to sing praisds unto the Lord, with the

(1Y xxii, (2) 2 Chron. xxix, 25—380.
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words of David and of Asaph the seer. And they

sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their

heads and worshipped.” By these verses are’
taught the three following particulars:—First,

That it was part of the worship of God’s house to

sing praise; second, That what David did in order-

ing the public service, and appointing proper per-

sons, instructed in the songs of the Lord, to sing

praise, was by the command of the Lord, and not

after his own will or his own wisdom ; and third,

That the words of David and Asaph or the words

of inspired men were used. The manner, there-

fore, in which the words of David and of Asaph

were used in the worship of God, every part of
whose service is prescribed by himself, is a proof
of the design of the spirit in moving them to write.

The spirit moved them to write songs, and com-

manded the people to sing their words.

The celebration of praise according to the order
sanctioned by Him to whom praise is to be azcribed,
which was necessarily suspended during the melan-
choly period of the Babylonish captivity, was
afterwards restored in due form by Nehemiah.
The chief of the Levites, with their brethren, are
appointed to their proper place “to praise and to
give thanks, according to the commandment of
David the man of God. And at the dedication of
the wall of Jerusalem, they songht the Levites ont
of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to
keep the dedication both with thanksgiving and
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with singing, with cymbals, psalteries and with
harps.” (1)

There is a circumstance which is deserving of
particular attention, as it appears to teach that the
Psalms which, in a collective form, constitute a
portion of divine revelation, were not only designed
to supply the matter of the church’s praise under
the Jewish dispensation, but embrace all that God
dictated for that purpose. Several songs composed
on particular occasions have no place assigned
to them in the Book of Psalms. Such are the Songs
of Moses, composed when the Israelites had passed
through the Red Sea, and immediately before his
removal from their head ; David’s pathetic lamen-
tation over Saul and Jonathan; the Song of
Deborah and Barak after the defeat of, Sisera ; the
Song of Hannah when she came to present her son
Samuel before the Lord at Shiloh; the Song of
Hezekiah after his recovery from his sickness, with
several others. Be it remembered, that the coliec-
tion of the Psalms into one book must have been
the work of inspiration no less than their composi-
tion, otherwise the Saviour never would have given
them his sanction in their present form. Since, of
the songs interspersed through the different parts
of the Old Testament, some are inserted into the
Book of Psalms and several are passed by, it
naturally occurs to ask what the ground of distinec-
tion is, between those which have been omitted, and
such as have been incorporated with the Songs of

(1) Neh, xii. 2427,
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Zion. This question can only be solved by a deter-
mination of the particular purpose for which the
collection of inspired songs was made. If we sup-
pose the collection made with the view of setting
before the church, the Psalms that should be used
in the celebration of praise, it becomes easy to
determine why some Psalms found already written
in the Book of God are inserted and others are not
inserted : a circumstance which we could not ex-
plain in a satisfactory manner, upen any other
supposition.

The design for which certain Psalms have been
collected into one volume was not to preserve, for
the use of the church, @/l the songs composed by
holy men of God moved by the Holy Ghost. In
that case, there would have been no necessity for
inserting any Psalm which had already found a
place in the inspired record. The introduction of
such must be considered a very unprofitable repe-
tition. But, as we have already observed, the
eighteenth Psalm is to be found in the second book
of Samuel, the ninety-sixth, part of the hundred
and fifth and a few verses of the hundred and sixth,
are to be found in the second book of Chronicles.

The design was not o bring together the detached
productions of one inspired penman. The Psalms
are the productions of various writers, from the
days of Moses, to whom the ninetieth Psalm is
generally ascribed, till the time of Ezra, subse-
quent to the return from Babylon.

The design was not to furnish one complets view
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of inspired songs. Then there” would not have
been any of the omissions to which I have before
referred.

There remains only one other supposition of
which I am aware—that the church might be fur-
nished with- such a collection as contained the
Psalms designed for regular and standing use, in
her public and social services; and that the error
might be prevented, either of inadvertently intro-
ducing some, though inspired, not intended for
general and permanent use, or of omitting some
designed for social worship, and adapted to that
end. The admission of a song into the Scripture
may, or may not, infer its inspiration; but its ad-
mission into the Book of Psalms proves at once its
inspiration and adaptation, according to the mind
of the spirit, to the services of the sanctuary: the
exclusion of one from the general collection, whilst
it does not invalidate its claim, to inspiration,
seems to show that its use as @ song was private
and temporary. (1)

But perhaps more than enough has been said to
prove that the Book of Psalms was written with
the intention of being sung by the church, to the
praise of Him by whom they were indited. Is it,
then, too much, to infer that an inspired collection
of psalms or hymns was necessary? that the wis-
dom of man was not adequate to the task of pro-
ducing such songs as might be sung without fear
in the presence of a hely and a jealous God? that

(1) Note F..
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the important work of writing for the church in
her holy exercises of praise could not be intrusted
even to the new creature, so long as the law in the
members is warring against the law in the mind,
and leading into captivity to the law of sin and
death? and that, therefore, God has perfected,
having expressly required his people to sing praise,
that which was too great for weak men, too sacred
that it should be exposed to the impress of an un-
clean hand ?

A heathen poet, writing respecting the machi-
nery and composition of dramatic works, lays down
this very judicious rule :—

 Nec Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit.”

“Let not a God be introduced, unless a crisis
shall have arrived which is worthy of his interfer-
ence.” In other words: A God should never be
brought forward, when there is not something to
he performed which man is unable to accomplish.
The idea, expressed by a man brought up in
ignorance of the lively oracles of God, addicted to
the idolatries of Rome, and of a licentious charac-
ter, might cause many a professed Christian to
blush, for his irreverent stupidity, in supposing that

. God has stepped forward, in any instance, unneces-

sarily to dictate what might very well have been
dispensed with, or when man in the exercise of his
own wisdom could have supplied the desideratum.
The man, whose correct judgment would prohibit
the introduction of the Deity upon the stage, when
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his interposition was not absolutely necessary,
would at once conclude, when sufficient evidence
is produced of the presence of God, that a crisis
had approached when his presence was wanted ;
that some work was to be executed beyond the
resources of human agency.

Creative power belongs to God alone. Let us
inquire under what circumstances it has been
exerted. In six days God created the heavens and
the earth, commanded the light to shine, arranged
the materials which compose the sublunary world,
spake into existence the herb yielding seed and the
fruit tree bearing fruit, beasts of every name, fish
of every species, and birds of every wing. In the
production of man, male and female, his glorious
works were completed. When these things were
brought into existence, there had been no provision
made for their production, independently of an
immediate exertion of divine power. It is other-
wise now, and has been otherwise since God
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life.
The machinery of creation has been put in motion
in all its departments; and according to general
laws, there is ample provision made for the perpe-
tuity by reproduction of every thing to which
God gave existence at the beginning, without an
immediate manifestation of power. Has God,
since the creation of man, at any time displayed
his creative power by an immediate act? has he
restored any lost herb, or multiplied, by his effica-
cious word, any valuable species of fruit tree, pro-
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ducing new stocks where none grew before, or
where seeds had not been shed? has he given to
man any new species of inferior animal, in addi-
tion to those formed at first? Nothing of the kind.
It was not—it is not necessary. Ilis power and
his wisdom are amply displayed in the things
eustmag, and in their perpetuation, each of its own
species, from internal resources bestowed in crea-
tion, combined with the operation of external
influences. As if he would teach us how alien
from his consistent character is an immediate exer-
tion of power, or display of wisdom in any case, in
which through ordinary means the prevention is
possible, he seems (to speak of our God after the
manner of men) carefully to anticipate and to pre-
vent the recurrence of the necessity of immediatc
operation. Witness his providence, when about t.
send a deluge of water upon the earth, to punish
man for abounding wickedness. He directs Noah
to construct an ark for the salvation of his house,
at the same time, sufficiently capacious to contain
the seed of every creature liable to destruction by
the flood, and brings of every beast and of every
fowl at least one pair, in due season, into that one
place of safety. And when the seed of all terres-
trial things destructible by water had been collected
into the ark, God, that every thing as if under his
own seal might be perfectly safe, shut the architect
in, with his house, with the inferior animal, bea\t
and fowl.

Observe again how the same rule—an immediate
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exertion of divine power when divine power imme-
diately exerted is necessary, and only then—ix
observed by the Son of God, when he sojourned,
in the form of a servant, among men. Two
examples are sufficient of the rigid adherence t
the rule. A father brought his son to him, who
from a child had been under the power of a dea:
and dumb spirit, that the Saviour might set him
free. The spirit at the command of the Son of
God “came out of him;” but left him lying along
like one dead, so that some of the spectators
thought he was dead. Did Jesus command hin
to rise! No: created agency can do the rest.
He put forth his hand and lifted him up. A casc
even more perspicuous is furnished in the history
of Lazarus’s resurrection from the dead. The dead
man had been in the grave now four days. It
was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.” There arc
three things to be done—First, The stone is to be
taken away from the mouth of the cave; second,
Lazarus is to be reanimated ; and third, His banda-
wes areto be loosed. The Lord might have spoken
the word. The stone would have rolled aside, and
the man, even now dead, would have come forth
free. Butthe power of God maynot be immediately
exerted, when created power is equal to the work t.:
be exccuted. Man can roll away the stone. Maun
can loose the grave clothes in which a corpse is
wrapped. God alone can reanimate the lifeless clay.
Therefore, the Saviour reservesthat part of the work

alone for himself In which human intervention
E
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would be vain. “Take ye away the stone,” says
he to them that stand by ; “ Lazarus, come forth,”
is the word of power which the dead hears.
“ Loose him, and let him go,” he again addresses
the spectators, when divine power immediately
put forth is no longer wanted.

Hus God deviated from the same law of opera-
tion, in giving a special revelation of himself to
man ? Have holy men of God, who spake as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit, put upon record
any thing which we would have known without
an inspired revelation? Has God communicated
what man might have discovered by patient and
impartial investigation? God has furnished us
with many signal predictions of future events,
some of which have been remarkably fulfilled ;
of others we confidently await the accomplishment.

Jan man penetrate “the veil that conceals from
our eyes the events of future years!” Can he sec
what lies behind it, except God be pleased to draw
it aside, and allow him a partial glance! God has
revealed the appointment of a Saviour. Could
man have certainly discovered that such an ap-
pointment had been made? God has set forth the
personal and official character of the Saviour, the
principles of the New Covenant, and the method
by which the designs of God in making that cove-
nant should be carried into effect. Could man,
who was unable to ascertain the existence of a New
Covenant and the appointment of a Mediator, have
nade any approach to the detection of its provi-
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sions or of his qualifications and work? God has
supplied us with a historical narrative of events
occurring in successive generations, from the crea-
tion of the world till the carrying away to Baby-
lon—from the incarnation of his Son till the
imprisonment of Paul in Rome, events preparatory
to the appearance of Christ, subservient to the
accomplishment of the plan of redemption, and
illustrative of the principles of his providential ad-
ministration, the stability of his purpose, and the ir-
resistibility of his power. These events transpired
before the face of man. But would he have ever dis-
covered theirrelation to the incarnation of Christ and
the salvation of sinners, without a revelation from
Heaven? As there can be but one answer given
to the preceding questions, with others which might
be formed upon all the parts of revelation, that
answer Is left with the reader. Moreover, these
events which are more intimately connected, with
the developement of the purposes of God, and the
principles of his administration in regard to man,
and which God has caused to be written for our
learning, are of a character so little imposing that
they attracted very limited attention in passing,
and were likely to sink into oblivion with the men
who witnessed them : nay, but for the providence
of God would have been entirely overlooked and
forgotten. Has any pen but that of inspiration
recorded the events which are primarily set forth
in the word of God? Not one. Had God not
put it upon record, the history of the formation ef
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all things—of the deluge, of Abraham, the patri-
archs, the Israelites, borne down upon the wheel
of time—must have remained entirely concealed
from the view of future ages, till it had performed
its entire revolution. In an age affording every
facility for the registry of passing occurrences, the
allusions in profane writers to the appearance, the
character, and the acts of Jesus of Nazareth, arc
«o tew and imperfect, that we are left to conjecture
every thing without knowing any thing.

Finally: The Son of God only interferes in be--
half of man when every other refuge fails. “What
the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending forth his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in the flesh.”

One principle then seems beyond controversy—
that (zod in no case interferes by immediate opera-
tion, except when the agency of the creature i-
utterly insufficient ; and, of course, that his imre-
diate interposition proves the insufliciency of man.
His dictation by his spirit of a collection of songs
to be used in his public service, consequently
proves that man, not inspired, was not at all quali-
tied to supply this desideratum in the church.
The argnment may be stated thus: God never im-
mediately appears when the agency of the creature
ix adequate. But God has given to his church, by
the immediate influence of his spirit, the Book of
P’salms, to be nsed in the celebration of his praise.
Therefore, man, not immediately directed by the
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spirit, was inadgquate to the composition of such a
book for such a purpose.

Psalms suited to the exigencies of the church of
God must be adapted to the diversified circum-
stances of all ages and of all nations—to the almost
endlessly modified states of individuals. They
should be divested of every thing national, occa-
sional and temporary, partaking of the character
of the whole word of God, which is equally
adapted to the spiritual wants of every nation, ot
every generation, and of every stage of the divine
lite. The church of God is one. Believers, to
whatever nation they belong, in whatever age they
have lived or may live, are members of one body,
partakers of one spirit, servants of one Lord, the
subjects of one faith, engaged in one warfare, and
the heirs of one inheritance. The songs, therefore,
which are adapted to one nation or one age, and
which cannot be introduced into a strange land, or
may hecone antiquated, are plainly not adapted to
the church of God, which is of no nation, and vet of
every nation, of no age, and yet of every age. (1)
Tleason, then, teaches the necessity of the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost, in order to the composition
of songs, in which all the requisites of a psalmody
for the church meet. No man, however enlarged
the sphere of his religious knowledge, however
diversified his religious experience, may hope to
comprehend the different aspects which vice as-
sinmes, the <.liifere1_1t states of every believer's soul,

(1) Note G.
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the various vicissitudes of the Cfristian warfare,
and the multiplied sources of the Christian’s
strength, perseverance and joy. Iet experience
bear witness. There is no end to the alterations
and improvements of uninspired songs, which a
change of circumstances renders imperative. There
is still found something defective, something suspi-
cious if not objectionable, something at one time
appropriate now obsolete, which should be per-
fected, improved or expunged. That short of a
collection of songs by Him, whose works partake
of the perfection of his own character, who knows
the end from the beginning, who knows what is in
man by nature, what by grace, from whom no one
of man’s trials, fears, hopes, joys, triumphs and
prospects are hid, there is no end to the composi-
tion of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; that
ever and anon a new collection or a new arrange-
ment of an old collection claims our attention,
which promises to avoid the errors and to remedy
the defects of its predecessors; that yet there is not
ibund, after all that has been promised and done, one
work which shall shut the mouths of gainsayers,
which shall present no sufficient handle upon which
anobjector shalllay hold, and which may reasonably
be expected to maintain its place ; that every collec-
tion will be found to bear the stamp of that baneful
offspring of carnality—Party, and having a ten-
dency to perpetuate that blotch upon the fair
face of Christendom, at once argue the work of
writing hymns for the use of the church in her
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religious servic;s too great for human wisdom,
and the necessity of divine interposition to supply
what man has vainly hoped to furnish. (1)

The necessity of an inspired collection of psalms
may be farther argued from the peculiarly dan-
gerous tendency of error, in the songs of the church.
Poetry and song have ever been the most successful
tormers of the publicmind. They are much better
suited to give particular tone to public sentiment,
than all arguments. ILike a well formed and
smiling countenance, which prepossesses us so
suddenly and so forcibly in favor of the person,
that we pity and forgive known vices, and are
willing to believe that he possesses rare and de-
cided virtues, of the existence of which we have
not, nor wait to obtain substantial evidence,
poetry and music lay immediate and close siege
to our feelings, which, if they do not surrender
at first assault, usually gi~e an easy victory; and
the understanding is taken by surprise without
having been warned, or having had time to prepare
against the inundation, perhaps of error, perhaps
of vice, which the assailants introduce in their
train. It too often happens, through a prejudice
in favor of the garb in which they are clothed,
that truth is received without examination, error
without question, virtue without approbation, and
vice without an opposing struggle. The fact
appears to have been well understood in ancient
and modern times, that poetry, especially when set

(1) Note H.
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to music, is the most happy and‘expeditious road
by which to approach and gain the public mind,
and direct its bent at pleasure; and without parti-
cular inquiry into the cause of its power, has
often been triumphantly improved. It was no
wild and groundless notion, but an idea derived
from an intimate acquaintance with human na-
ture and accurate observation that led one to
say, ‘“Let me be exclusive ballad-maker for a
nation, and I care not who are its legislators.”
And doubtless with that advantage he could easily
lefeat the wisest measures, excite opposition to the
most salutary laws, and promote insurrection
against the most upright rulers.

With what solicitude should we, therefore, guard
against the introduction of songs into the service
of the church, in which there may possibly be an
error contrary to the doctrines of the gospel of
Christ. Every error which has found its way into
the hymns or psalms used by the worshippers of
Grod, has obtained a passport to the understanding
and the heart, which no ministry, however pure,
can destroy. The gospel riinister who gives his
countenance to a psalm or song embracing error,
puts into the hands of the enemy a tried weapon
with which to fight against the gospel which he
preaches. Let us, therefore, with one heart resolve,
and with one voice proclaim our determination, to
haveno othersongs than those which sustain the cha-
racter of the songs of the Lord, in which, being the
very word of (God, we are sure there can be no error.



CHAPTER 1V.

Has a second collection of Songs for the use of
the Church been given by Inspiration ?

From what has‘been advanced in the preceding
chapters, it appears that to the introduction of the
Book of Psalms into the church, to be used in the
celebration of praise, no objection can be brought
forward from their matter, which does not amount
to a denial of their inspiration ; that their structure
and the use to which they were applied, with
divine approbation, in the Israelitish Church, prove
that they were given for the special purpose of
praise, and infer the necessity of an inspired collec-
tion of Songs. A THIRD FAcT now claims our at-
tention.

No subsequent book or books have been written
by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, of the same form
and for the same use. .

Of all the facts from which we argue for the
standing use in the church, of the Book of Psalms,
this is certainly the most obvious, needs the least
proof, needs only to ;Je stated to be admitted by
all who are able to distinguish hetween the word
of God and an exposition of that word: and yet
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it is probably the one to which many professors
would be ready most ardently to put in their nega-
tive ; and in the examination of which, we shall
be led necessarily into a more protracted discus-
sion.

Only one collection of inspired songs was put
into the hands of the Israelites, and they constitute
an integral part of the Old Testament. The New
Testament, which we have the happiness to possess,
is understood to be complete. Its parts are
various—historical, doctrinal and argumentative,
practical, or perceptive and prophetical ; but it
contains no collection of songs, no one portion
written in a metrical form, or presenting a shadow
ot internal evidence that the Holy Spirit, in dic-
tating it, designed that it should constitute the
matter of the church's praise. If Christ, or his
Apostles by the Spirit, pronounced or wrote Psalms
or Hyinms or Spiritual Songs, (God, in his provi-
dence, has been less careful of them than of other
inspired compositions. The ancient collection has
come down entire; but one fragment of such
poetical compositions has not been preserved to
tell that they once had an existence. Granting
that the Apostles wrote Psalms, Hymns and Spiri-
tual Songs, it does not tollow that they were die-
tated by the Spirit, and intended to constitute a
rule of faith and practice, or any part of such rule.
Even those whom God honored to be his penmen,
may have written without the immediate direction
of the Spirit the result of their own studies and
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investigations ; and it is an evidence of that care
with which God has watched over the purity of
his own word, that no part of such writings has
survived. A very natural prejudice in favor of
an inspired writer of a portion of revelation might
have seduced man into an undue attachment to
cvery thing proceeding from his pen, counteracted
perhaps the progress of sound knowledge, and pro-
noted the cause of error. It is well known to
every one who is an attentive observer of the in-
fluence of association upon the determination of
the human mind, that error is never so insinnating
and successful as when combined with the prin-
ciples of eternal trnth; that the error, which .is
supported by the friend whom we love, is viewed
with less disgust, or received without inquiry ; and
that the heart is predisposed to give to that man,
whose clear, consistent and correct views upon one
subject, have contributed to the stock of our know-
ledge, and expedited our progress in the investigza-
tion and acquisition of truth, credit for equal
perspicacity and correctness in every department
of study. We begin by attaching him to us. in
the character of a useful ally, and are, if not main-
taining a rigorous watch over the movements of
our minds, insensibly led to sit down at his feet,
and put ourselves in the situation of scholars. The
influence of a name associated with inspiration
must be inconceivably greater than that of either
the personal friend, or tite man of approved judg-
ment. We can reason now very calmly upon the
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possibility of Isaiah or Jeremiah having written
upon subjects foreign to those of revelation, or only
incidentally bearing upon them, and having pro-
duced nothing worthy of more attention than the
pages of Newton or of Pollok ; but did their unin-
spired writings exist, it is probable the case would
be so far altered, that we should find the digjunc-
tion of what is and is not inspired, the union of
profound submission to the words of the spirit by
them, and an impartial examination of their own
words, requiring an effort beyond the power of
man. Dut God has not furnished an occasion for
so severe a trial of man’s strength. He has con-
~idered, in condescension, our frame ; he has pitied
our weakness, and put an absolute termination to
anything which the inspired writers may have
published, when not moved by the Holy Ghost.
The Old Testament contains references to sundry
books which ave not now extant in a separate
torm—the Books of the wars of the Lord, of
Jasher, of Nathan, of Shemaial the prophet, of
Jehu the son of Hanani. Solomon also wrote
many songs, and a work, as it would seem, upon
natural history. Weread that “his songs were a
thousand and five. And he spake of trees, fromn
the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the
Liyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake
also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things,
and of fishes.” We know, then, that such books
existed ; but the allusion to them in the sacred
volume no more proves them to have heen written
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by inspiration, than the allusion, in the Book of
Esther, to “ the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings
of Media and Persia,” proves that it was written
by the Ioly Ghost. And even if we suppose a
part of them to have been the work of inspiration,
there are two circumstances which show that it
was not designed for standing use in the churech—
that it did not constitute a portion of the Scriptures
which were written for our learning :—First, They
are lost in the most alisolute sense of the word ;
and Second, upon the part of our Lord and his
Apostles there is no appeal to one of them. The
Old Testament is quoted as unquestionable autho-
rity, and there is not a single insinuation that it is
in any part defective. Nay, it is pronounced com-
plete—"able to make wisc unto salvation; pro-
titable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly farnished unto «/7 good
works.”

If we had the most conclusive evidence that the
Evangelists and Apostles wrote a thousand and
tive songs, it still remains to be proved that they
were written by inspiration ; if we had the most
conclusive evidence that they were written by in-
spiration, it still remains to be proved that they
were adapted to general and permanent use among
Christians; if it were proved that they were adapt-
ed, they have no longer an existence, and the spirit
of Christ alone, by an immediate communication,
can supply their place.
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There is, however, no evidence that Christ or his
Apostles committed anything to writing which has
been lost—wrote any songs for the use of the
church additional to the Jewish collection, or de-
signed to supersede its use in the worship of God.
Clirist makes no reference to such poetical compo-
sitions. “The hymn which our Saviour sung with
his disciples at the conclusion of the last supper, is
generally supposed to have consisted of the Psalms
that are contained between the one hundred and
thirteenth and the one hundred and eighteenth in-
clusive. This was called by the Jews the great
Hullel or Hymn, and was usually sung by them
at the celebration of the DPassover.” (1) The
Apostles no where allude to any other than the
Old Testament collection of songs. *Isany merry?”
says James, “Let him sing psalms.” It isto be
hoped that before any expositor shall presume to
say that James refers to other psalms than those of
David, he will take the trouble of proving that at
that time, other psalms existed. The exhortation
is certainly both intelligible and appropriate, sup-
posing those to whom he wrote knew of no other
than the Psalms of David. Many a glad heart
has opened the book and sung them, and found iis
gladness promoted by the exercise.

An appeal to the words of Paul in support either
of the existence and use of hymns, and spiritual
songs, distinct from the Psalms of David, or of the
propriety of introducing them into the sanctuary

(1) Gray's Key, 219,
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would not be deserving of a reply, were it not cal-
culated to make an impression upon the mind
which has never been exercised in the examina-
tion of the subject, and is warped by the prevail-
ing practice of various worshipping societies, in
connection with current phraseology. Those who
use uninspired songs must defend them. The songs
of Zion are usually called Psalms; uninspired
songs, Hymns. To the inconsiderate, (and among
these may be reckoned some of the learned,) this
supplies abundant evidence that the Ephesians and
Colossians used uninspired poetry, in connection
with the Psalms of David. Even a D. D. can
ask, “Can it be doubted that the Christians of
Ephesus used hymns and spiritual songs?” But
let us look at the Apostle’s words: “Teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.” (1) “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord.” (2)
The terms employed to designate the matter of
praise are in the original as in the translation, in
" both epistles, the same. Why may not all these
terms apply to the songs of Zion? The words of
the Apostle by no means imply the existence,
when he wrote, in the churches of Ephesus and
Colosse, of hymns and spiritual songs not compre-
hended in the Book of Psalms. To the whole col-
lection the title “Psalms” is appropriated by
(1) Col. iii. 1. (%) Eph. v. 19.
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Christ and his Apostles. The Hebrew word,
Tekillim, by which also it is distinguished, is more
correctly translated ¢ Hymns.” And from the
character of the book, every one must at once per-
ceive with what propriety it may be entitled
“Spiritual Songs.” Brown, in his dictionary, un-
der the word psalm, thus writes: “ When Psalms,
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs are mentioned together,
psalms may denote such as were sung on instru-
nients ; hymns, such as contain only matter of
praise; and spiritual songs, such as contain doc-
tranes, history, and prophecy for men’s instruction.”
The distinction is deduced from the original names
applied to different divine poems, and is sanctioned
by the general voice of expositors. There is no
reason, however, constraining us to adopt the
opinion that there are, in the inspired collection,
pieces to which one or other of these denomina-
tions must be exclusively applied. The particular
view of the character of one of the songs of the
Lord which we take, may lead usto apply to it one
denomination in preference to another. If we
would mark that particular feature of its character
present to our mind, it may be necessary to make
choice of one rather than another:of the three
designations used with reference to inspired poeti-
cal compositions ; but I apprehend there is no one
part of the collection to which the title psalms so
exclusively belongs that it may not be called
hymns or spiritual songs; no part to-which the
title Aymns belongs so exclusively that it may. not



OF INSPIRED SONGS. 81

be called psalms or spiritual songs; no part to
which the title spiritual songs belongs so exclu-
sively that it may not be called psalms or Aymns.
The songs of Zion will be called by all these names
mentioned by the Apostle, according to the light
in which they are viewed. They are all Psalms,
as having been occasionally sung accompanied by
instrumental music. They are all Hymns, because
composed in honor of the Supreme Being. They
are all Spiritual Songs, because poetical and com-
posed by the direction of the Spirit. According,
then, as the mode in which they were occasionally
sung, their matter, or their structure and divine
origin, are taken into consideration, the poetical
pieces found collected in the Old Testament will
be called psalms, or hymns, or spiritual songs.
There is nothing more common among men,
there is nothing more common in Scripture, than
to call the same thing by different names, accord-
ing to the view which is taken of its character and
use. The Old and New Testaments are called also
the Word of God, the Scriptures, and the lively
oracles of God. The ministers of Christ are also
called Ambassadors, Bishops, Stewards, Elders, Pas-
tors, Teachers, Shepherds. The writer of the 119th
Psalm calls the Scriptures, to which he had access,
the Law of the Lord, his testimonies, precepts,
statutes, commandments, judgments, word. Be-
cause we more frequently apply the term Seripture
to denote the revelation which God has made to
man, who would from that conclude that the word
F
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of God, and the lively oracles of God, are books
distinet from the Serépture? Because we almost
exclusively apply the term manisters to point out
those who are set apart to declare the counsel of
God, and to administer the ordinances of God’s
house, who would conclude that ambassadors of
Christ, bishops, elders, pastors, &c., are orders of
men distinct from the menisters of reconciliation
and from one another? Because the Saviour has
adopted the style of the Jew, and used the term
/mw to denote the Pentatench, who would conclude
that the testimonies of God, his precepts, judgments,
word, are works totally distinct fromi the Books of
Moses? There is just one class of men capable of
drawing such a conclusion—those who can infer
trom the phraseology which Paul employs in the
epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians, that Hymns
and Spiritual Songs must be different from the
Psaims of David.

It to the preceding reasoning it should be ob-
jected that, though different names are appropri-
ated in Scripture to the same object, we do not
find an enumeration of those names, at the same
time and in the same connection, in order to ex-
hibit it in different points of view, the answer is
plain—the objection is not founded in fact. We
do fird in the word of God a variety of terfhs
employed to point out the same thing in its various
aspects, in the same manner that the Apostle
applies the terms Psalms, Hymns and Spirdtual
~Nongs, to denote one collection of inspired odes
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under different views. When David says (1):
“(Give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to
keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy
statutes,” how shall we explain the commandments
of the Lord, that the matter of them and the form
of them, may appear distinet from the matter and
form, of the testimonies and statutes? Is there a
man who will take up the Pentateuch, the Books
of Joshua, of Judges, and of Samuel, and show
us what are the testimonies of God as they are
distinguished from the commandments? and the
statutes as they are distinguished from both? Is
there a man who can show that either with respect
to their matter or their form, they are not identi-
cal? ¢ Let a man so account of us,” says Paul, (2)
*“ as of the menisters of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God.” Were the Apostles divided
into two classes? Was one class called ministers ?
the other stewards 2 or have we not here two views
of the same character? I exhort, therefore, that,
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks be made for all men.” (3)
Here there is obviously a multiplication of terms
to exhibit different views of the same exercise. 1
should like to be informed how a man may pray

ithout making supplication and intercession : how
mtercede, without making prayer and supplication.
Till I have been taught this curious lesson, I must
be excused for thinking that Christians may fulfil
the apostolic injunction, “and sing with grace,

«1) 1 Chron, xxix, 19, (M 1 Cor, iv. 1. .1 Tim. ii. 1,
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in psalms and hymmns, and spiritual songs,” who
always use the Psalms of David.

Perhaps some may think that an easier explana.
tion of the Apostle’s phraseology is found in the
titles prefixed to the .greater part of the Psalms in
the Greek translation of the Old Testament, called
the Septuagint, from which he quotes frequently,
even when the reading differs from the received
Hebrew text, and which would naturally be put
into the hands of the primitive Christians, speak-
ing the Greek language. If so, I do not object.
The reason why an immediate reference was not
made to those titles is, that they are considered by
many of doubtfal authority, and to some of the
psalms no titles are prefixed. It is true, however,
that the titles given to the psalms answer to the
terms employed by Paul, to designate the poetical
compositions which he requires the churches of
Ephesus and Colosse, to mse in the celebration of
praise. We find one entitled Psalmos (Psalm),
another Ode (Song), and another Holleluwiah. The
last title is made up of two Hebrew words, which
signify ¢ Praise ye 'the Lord,” and identifies the
poem to which it is prefixed with that of which
the Greek term Hymnos (Hymn) is the proper
specific title. Of the titled psalms the great
number have the first of the three titles men-
tioned, twenty-seven have the second, and eighteen
the third. Granting, then, that the appropriate
Greek title of the eighteen psalms of praise is
Hynmor (Hymns), Paul, by directing the churches
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to use psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
points out to them the Book of Psalms, according
to the titles prefixed to most of them in the version
which was best known of course, to all who spake
the Greek language. (1)

From what has been said, it must appear pretty
evident that, whilst the New Testament supplies
us with no songs for the use of the church, Christ
and his Apostles are silent as to any known to
them, and used under their direction, not included
in the Psalms of David.

(1) Note K.






CHAPTER V.
Modern Hymns and Songs.

It is with extreme embarrassment that I approach
the consideration of the claims of modern poetical
compositions, written for the use of the church and
introduced into her services. In impugning their
inspiration, we are contending against an adversary
who has a substantive existence, and yet his exist-
ence is denied. The whole difficulty involved in
the discussion, is traceable to a confusion of ideas
that attaches to those who write, as well as to those
who use hymns or songs written, for the public or
social services of the professed followers of Christ,
without professing to claim for such compositions
a place among inspired writings.

Some of our religious Poets, and those whose
works are most extensively used, claim little, it
anything less, than inspiration for themselves.
The expressions occasionally used would, as we
shall have occasion to notice, warrant the conclu-
sion that they considered themselves entitled to
stand upon a more ‘elevated position than some of
the inspired writers. As this may be judged too
severe a charge to bring against our admired Poets,
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let an appeal to their own language decide the
question of their just claims, or unwarrantable
assumption.

Dr. Watts says, in his preface to his hymns and
spiritual songs: “There are also in the Book of
Psalms many deficiencies of light and glory, which
our Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles have sup-
plied in the writings of the New Testament, and
with this advantage I have composed these spiritual
songs which are now presented to the world. Nor
is the attempt vainglorious or presuming; for in
respect of clear evangelical knowledge, the least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than all the
Jewish prophets.” Here there is plainly a con-
founding of that illumination which begins in the
new birth with inspiration. If the latter part of
the statement mean anything in relation to the
composition of spiritual songs, it means that him-
self, though the least in the kingdom of God, being -
greater than all the Jewish prophets, and, of course,
than David, is better qualified than he was to com-
pose songs for standing use in the church, and im-
plies either that the Psalmist, though the spirit
spake by him, might err, or himself was raised
above the possibility of error. The Apostles only
desired to have their writings on the same ground
with the prophets—teaching us that the church is
built upon the foundation of the Apostles and
prophets; but his compositions must occupy a
higher place than the prophets.

The superiority which the gentle Watts assumes
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in the presence of the sweet Psalmist is thus
animadverted on by Reid, in his “ Observations
and Remarks on Dr. Watts’ Preface to his Book of
Psalms and Hymns:"—“It may be proper to
notice the insul&ng manner in which the Doctor
treats David, in is imitation of the 119th Psalm,
and in the note which he sets before it. He says:
‘I have collected and disposed the most useful
verses of this psalm under eighteen different heads,
and formed a divine song upon each of them. But
the verses are much transposed to attain some de-
gree of connection. This psalm, as it stands in
the original Hebrew, is one of the most artful
and elegant, and perhaps one of the most labored,
compositions that ever appeared in any language.
It is divided into twenty-two parts, and each part
contains eight stanzas or verses, which begin with
the same letter of the HHebrew alphabet. It was
probably composed when the Psalmist was far
advanced in years, and matured in divine know-
ledge and wisdom, for it contains lessons of practi-
cal religion which have not only never been
equalled by the pen of man, but are, in fact, the
sum and substance of all true religion, as it exists
in the heart and experience of the aged Christian.
The man who has spent a long life in the study of
the Scriptures and the practice of Christianity, will
here find, day by day, new lessons of spiritnal wis-
dom to regulate his heart and affections. Men
possessed of the most exalted talents—men the
most highly endowed with every Christian virtue—
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have not been ashamed to read, and study and
meditate upon this psalm to the end of their lives,
and confess that they always found something in it
new and delightful. But Doctor W. treats it as a
piece of crude composition, deficigpt in connection
and precision, and as if some of il were useless or
unintelligible to the Christian church, and, there-
fore, not fit to be sung in the praises of God. In
order ‘to attain some degree of connection,” he has
mangled, and torn, and dislocated, almost every
joint of this divine composition. We talk of a
language being murdered, when the writer or
speaker uses the words of it in a manner which is
highly improper. But Doctor W. has committed
murder in a much more criminal sense, for he has
torn this psalm limb from limb, and put it together
in such a bungling manner that not only its beauty
and elegance, but the very sense of it, is in a great
measure lost. He has the vanity and presumption
to say, that ‘he has collected and disposed the
most useful verses of it under eighteen different
heads, and formed a divine song upon each of
them.” Some of the verses he considered as use-
less, and threw them aside ; and the rest he altered
and arranged according to his own fancy, and this
he calls ‘forming « divine song wpon each of
them.” (1)

Wesley says, in his preface to the Hymns for
Methodists: “It is large enough to contain all the
important truths of our holy religion, whether

(1) Pp. 21—28,
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speculative or practical : yea, to illustrate them all
and to prove them all, both by Scripture and
reason. And thus <s done in regular order.” Again
he adds: “May I be permitted to add a few words
with respect to the poetry? Then I will speak to
them who are judges thereof with all freedom and
unreserve. To these I may say without offence:
First, In those hymns there is no doggerel, no
botches—nothing put in to patch up the rhyme—
no feeble expletives; second, Here is nothing tur-
gid or bombast on the one hand, or low and creep-
ing on the other ; third, There are no cant expres-
sions—no words without meaning; those who
impute this to us know not what they say: we
talk common sense both in prose and verse, and
use no words but in a fixed and determinate
meaning ; fourth, Here are (allow me to say) both
the purity, the strength, and the elegance of the
English language.” Again, speaking of some who
had reprinted some of the hymns: “I desire they
would not attempt to mend them, for they are
really not able. None of them is able to mend
either the sense or the verse.” Nothing more can
be claimed for the writings of the Holy Ghost.
There is neither error nor defect in the matter, and
there is no defect in the form. The author of some
of the hymns, and the selector of the rest, has pro-
nounced the book perfect, admitting of no im-
provement—more perfect than the Bible. Be
patient, reader. I have not made a statement
without thought. If I have thought incorrectly,
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point out the error. This collection contains only
the important, but “all the important truths of our
most holy religion, whether speculative or practi-
cal.” Where are the unimportant truths of our
holy religion to be found? Dogtrines not taught
in Scripture are not doctrines of our holy religion
at all, but unholy traditions of vain man. The
unimportant truths of our Aoly religion must be in
the Bible. If the character which the eompiler
has given of his “ Hymns ” be just, in possession of
it we would have no cause to regret the loss of the
Scriptures. It would form an excellent and ade-
quate substitute, while the minds of the weak
would be freed from the difficult exercise of sepa-
rating between the important and the unimportant
truths, and furnished with the proofs which reason
supplies of the doctrines of religion, and which are
wanting to him who has nothing but the word of
God. Letit pass. There is neither error, nor defect
nor redundancy in the hymns of John Wesley !
The original and grand source of the error in
holding modern poetical compositions to be in-
spired, is that to which we have already referred,
and which is brought to view in the words quoted
trom the preface of Dr. Watts: The confounding
»f the very wide distinction between inspiration
and regeneration, or its fruit, spiritual ilumination.
To set aside the claims of modern poets to inspira-
tion, it is only necessary to bring them to the test
f the principles enumerated in the first Chapter,
From that Chapter, it appears that every inspired
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writing having God for its wuthor, is free from
error, defect or redundancy, and euthoritative in
the determination of @il guestions contemplated by
e, and in demanding the unqualified reception of
its doctrines, and absolute submission to its rules,
of those to whom it is given.

The characteristics of inspiration, which have
been enumerated, being admitted, and the Serip-
ture points them out to us, there can be no longer
a difficulty in excluding the claims of any, the
most distinguished theological writers, whether of
prose or of verse, who have lived subsequent to
the Apostles, to inspiration. In whatever estima~
tion the names o