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QUALIFICATIO~S OF A SETTLER'S WIFE. 181 

Where prices depend on local circumstances, it is im
possible to give any just standard; as what may do 
for one town would not for another, and a continual 
change is g'oing on in all the unsettled or half-settled 
townships. In like manner the prices of cattle yary: 

they are cheaper in old settled tfJln1sliips, aud still 
more so on the ~\merican side the river or lakes, than 
in the Canadas"'. 

"What are nel:essary qualifications of a settler's 
wife; and the usual occupations of the female part of 
a settler's family? .. are your next questions. 

To the fir~t clau~e, I reply, a ,.;ettler·s wife should be 
active, industrious, ingenious, cheerful, not above 
putting her hand to whateYer is necessary to be done 
in her household, nor too proud to profit by the 
advice and experience of older portions of the com
munity, from whom she may learn many excellent 
lessons of practical wisdom. 

Like that pattern of all f!,'ood housewives described 
by the prudent mother of Kin~ Lemuel, it should 
be said of the emigrant's wife, "She layeth her 
hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff." 
"She seeketh wool, and ibx, and worketh willingly 

* The duties on goods imported to the Canarlas are exceed
ingly small, which will explain the circumstance of many 
article~ of consumptiull being cheaper in places where there 
are facilities of trausit than at home; while in the Backwuods, 
wht!rc roads are ~carct!ly yet formed, there must be t3ken iuto 
the account the Cllst of carria;;e, and incrt!ast'.1 number of 
a"'ents; the greater value of capital, and cunsequent increased 
r;te of lo~al profit, &c.-items which will diminish in amount 
all the country becomes settled and cleared.-ED. 
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with her hands." "She looketh well to the ways 
Df her household, and eateth not the bread of idle
ness.'" 

N othilll1: argues a g-reater degree of good sense and 
rood feeling than a cheerful conformity to circum
;tanees, adverse though they be compared with a 
rormer lot; surely 1I0lle that felt as they ought to feel, 
would eyer despi,.:l' a woman, however delicately 
oroug'ht up, luI' doing her duty ill the state of life 
unto which it Illay Ita\e pleased God to call her. 
-;illl:e I came to this coulltr)", I ha\"e seen the ac
~omplisherl daughters and win's of men holding no 
inconsiderable rallk as officers, both na\"ul and 
military, milking their own cows, making' their own 
butter, and performing' tasks of household work that 
Il'\\ of our farmers' wives would now condescend to 
take part in. Instead of despising these useful arts, 
,Ill emigrant's family rather pride themselves on their 
,kill in the"e matters. The ]es-; silly pride and the 
more practical knowledge the female emigrant brings 
Imt with her, so much greater is the chance for 
(lornestie happiness and prosperity. 

r am sorry to observe, that in many cases the 
'\lIllil'll that come hither gin' way to melancholy 
"C';':rl'l., aud destroy the harmony of their fire-side, 
.lOd deaden the energies of their husbands and 
brothers oy constant anri useless repining. Having' 
:mce made up their minds to follow their husbands 
:lr friends to this country, it would be wiser and better 
:0 conform with a good grace, and do their part to 
make the burden of emigration more bearable. 
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One poor woman that was lamenting the miseries 
of this country was obliged to acknowledg'e that her 
prospects were far better than they ever had or could 
haye been at home. What, then, was the cause of her 
continual regrets and discontent? T could hardly 
forbear smiling, when she replied, "She could not 
go to shop of a Saturday night to layout her husband's 
earnings, and have a little chat with her llaibors, 
while the shopman was serying: the customers,-jor 
u'hy? there were no shops in the bush, and she was 
just dead-ali,-e_ If l\1rs_ Such-a-one (with whom, 
by the way, she was always quarrelling when they 
li\-ed under the same roof) was near her she might 
not feel quite so lonesome." And so for the sake of 
a dish of gossip, while lolling her elbows on the 
counter of a village-shop, this foolish woman would 
have forgone the advantages, real solid advantages, of 
having land and cattle, and poultry and food, and 
firing and clothing, and all for a few years' hard work, 
which, her husband wisely observed, must have been 
exerted at home, with no other end in view than an 
old age of poverty or a refuge from starvation in a 
parish workhouse. 

The female of the middling or better class, in her 
turn, pines for the society of the circle of friends she 
has quitted, probably tor ever. She sighs for those 
little domestic comforts, that display of the refine
ments and elegancies of life, that she had been ac
customed to see around her. She has little time now 
for those pursuits that were eyell her business as well 
as amusement. The accomplishments she has now 
to acquire are of a different order: she must become 

1\[ 2 
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skilled in the arts of sugar-boiling, candle and soap
making, the making and baking of huge loaves, 
cooked in the bake-kettle, unless she be the fortunate 
mistress of a stone or clay oven. She must know 
how to manufacture hop-rising or salt-rising for 
leavening her bread; salting meat and fish, knitting 
stockings and mittens and comforters, spinning yarn 
in the big wheel (the French Canadian spinning
wheel), and dyeing the yarn when spun to have 
manufactured into cloth and coloured flannels, to 
clothe her husband and children, making clothes for 
herself, her husband and children ;-for there are no 
tailors nor mantua-makers in the bush. 

The management of poultry and the dairy must 
not be omitted; for in this country most persons 
adopt the Irish and Scotch method, that of churning 
the milk, a practice that in our part of England was 
not known. For my own part I am inclined to prefer 
the butter churned from cream, as being most econo
mical, unless you chance to have Irish or Scotch 
servants who prefer buttermilk to new or sweet 
skimmed mille 

There is something to be said in favour of both 
plans, no doubt. The management of the calves differs 
here very much. Some persons wean the calf from 
the mother from its birth, never allowing it to suck at 
all: the little creature is kept fasting the first 
twenty-four hours; it is then fed with the finger with 
new milk, which it soon learns to take readily. I 
have seen fine cattle thus reared, and am disposed to 
adopt the plan as the least troublesome one. 

The old settlers pursue an opposite mode of treat-
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ment, allowing the calf to suck till it is nearly half a 
year old, under the idea that it ensures the daily return 
of the cow; as, under ordinary circumstances, she is 
apt to ramble sometimes for days together, when the 
herbage grows scarce in the woods near the home
steads, and you not only lose the use of the milk, but 
often, from distention of the udder, the cow is 
materially injured, at least for the remainder of the 
milking season. I am disposed to think that were 
care taken to give the cattle regular supplies of salt, 
and a small portion of food, if ever so little, near 
the milking-place, they would seldom stay Ion?: away . 
.\. few refuse potatoes, the leaves of the garden Ye

getables daily in use, set aside for them, with the 
green shoots of the I ndian corn that are stripped off 
to strengthen the plnnt, will ensure their attendance. 
In the fall and winter, pumpkins, corn, straw, and 
any other fodder you may have, with the browse they 
get during the chopping and underbrushing season, 
will keep them well. 

The weanling calves should be given skimmed 
milk or buttermilk, with the leafy boughs of 'bass
wood and maple, of which they are extremely fond. 
A warm shed or fenced yard is very necessary for the 
cattle during the intense winter frosts: this is too 
often disregarded, especially in new settlements, which 
is the cause that many persons have the mortification 
of losing their stock, either with disease or cold. 
Naturally the Canadian cattle are \ery hardy, and 
when taken moderate care of, endure the severest 
winters well; but owing to the difficulties that attend 
a first settlement in the bush, they suffer every:pri-
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vation of cold and hunger, which brings on a com
plaint g'enerally fatal, called the "hollow horn;" this 
originates in the spine, or extends to it, and is cured 
or palliated Ly boring the horn and inserting tmpen
tine, pepper, or other heating substances. 

'When a new comer has not winter food for his 
cattle, it is wise to sell them in the fall and buy others 
in the spring: thoug'h at a seeming loss, it is per
haps less loss in reality than losing the cattle altogether. 
T;lis was the pbn my husband adopted, and we found 
it decidedly the better one, besides saving much care, 
trouble, and Yexation. 

I have seen some g'ood specimens of native cheese, 
that I thought \ ery respectable, considering that the 
grass is by no means equal to our British pastures. I 
purpose tryillp: Illy skill next summer: who knows but 
that I llIay inspire some Canadian bard to celebrate 
the produce of my dairy as Bloomfield did the Suffolk 
cheese, yclept" Bang:' You remember the passage, 
-for Bloomfit'ld is your countryman a~ well as mine, 
-it begins:-

., UnrivalJed stands thy county cheese, 0 Giles,"i8.:c. 

I ha,e dwelt on the dairy information; as I know 
you were desirous of imparting all you could collect to 
your friends. 

You wish to know something of the culture of 
Indian corn, and if it be a useful and profitable crop. 

The cultivation of Indian corn on newly cle:lred 
lands is very easy, and attended with but little labour; 
on old fanns it requires more. The earth is just 
raised with a broad hoe, and three or four corns 
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dropped in with a pumpkin-seed, in auout every third 
or fourth hole, and in ewry alternate row; the seed 
are set several feet apart. The pumpkins and the 
corn grow very amicably together, the broad leaves 
of the former shading the young pbnts and prevent
ing the too great eYaporation of the moisture from 
the gTound; the roots strike little way, so tlwt they 
rou the corn of a very small portion of nourishment. 
The one crop trails to an amazing length along the 
ground, while the other shoots up to the heig'ht of 
seyeral feet above it. \Vhell the corn is beginning; 
to branch, the ground should be hoed once over, to 
draw the earth a little to the roots, and cut down any 
weeds that might injure it. This is all that is done till 
the cob is beginning to form, when the blind and 
weak shoots are broken off, leaving fuur or five of the 
finest bearing shoots. The feather, when it begins to 
turn brown and dead, s:lOuld also be taken oit~ that 
the plant may have all the nourishment to the corn. 

\Ve had a remarkable instance of smut in ourcorn last 
summer. The diseased cobs had large white bladders 
as big as a small puff-ball, or very large nuts, and 
these on being broken were full of an inky black 
liquid. On the s]me plants might be observe:\ a 
sort of false fi'uctification, the cob being deficient in 
kernels, which by some strange accident were trans
posed to the top feather or male blossoms. I leave 
botanists to explain the cause of this singular anomaly; 
I only state facts. 1 could not learn that the smut 
wa~ a disease common to Indian corn, but last year 
smut or dust bran, as it is called by some, was very 
prevalent in the oat, barley, and wheat crops. In this 
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country especially, new lands are very subject to the 
disease. 

The ripe corn is either shocked as beans are at 
home, or the cobs pulled and braided on ropes after the 
manner, of onions, and hung over poles or beams in 
the granaries or barns. The stripping' of the corn 
gives rise among" some people, to what they call a 
husking-bee, ,\hieh, like all the other bees, is one of 
Yankee origin, and is not llO\\' so frequently adopted 
among the more independent or better class of 
settlers. 

The Indian corn is a tender and somewhat pre
carious crop; it is liable to injury from the late frosts 
while young, for ",hich reason it is neyer put in 
before the :2Oth of :\Iay, or beginning of June, and 
even then it will suffer; it has also many enemies ~ 
bears, racoons, squirrels, mice, and birds, and is a 
great temptation to brl'achy cattle, who, to come at it, 
will even toss down a fence with stakes and riders for 
protection, i. 1'. a pole or cross-bar, supported between 
crossed stakes, that surmounts the zig-zag rail fences, 
for better securing them from the incursions of cattle. 

Even in (\1l1ada this crop requires a hot summer 
to ripen it perfectly; which makes me think Mr. 
Cobbett was deceiving the Eng'lish tiumer when he 
reeommended it as a profitable crop in England. 
Profitable and highly useful it is uncleI' every dis
advantage, as it makes the richest and sweetest food 
fOl all kinds of granivorous animals, even in its green 
state, and affords sound good food when ripe, or even 
partially ripe, for fattening beasts and working oxen. 

Last summer was very favourable, and the crops 
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were abundant, but owing to the failure of the two 
preceding ones, fewer settlers grew it. Our small 
patch turned out Yery good. The flour makes a 
substantial sort of porridge, called by the Americans 
" S'!lpporne;" this is made with water, and eaten with 
milk, or else mixed with milk; it requires long 
boiling. Bread is seldom if eYer made without a 
large portion of wheaten flour, mixed with the corn 
meal. 

With respect to the culture of other grain, I can 
teU you nothing but what every book that treats on 
emigration will give you. The potatoe instead of 
being sown in drills is planted in hills, which are 
raised over the sets: this crop requires hoeing. 

With respect to the usual rate of wages, this also 
differs according to the populousness of the place: 
but the common wages now given to an active able 
man are from eight to eleven dollars per month; ten 
is perhaps the general average; from four to six 
for lads, and three and four for female servants. 
You may get a little girl, say from nine to twelve 
years, for her board and clothing; but this is far from 
a saving plan, as they soon wear out clothes and shoes 
thus beslowed. I have once tried this way, but found 
myself badly sen ed, and a greater. loser than if I had 
given wages. A big girl will go out to service for 
two and two and a half dollars per month, and will 
work in the fields also if required, binding after the 
reapers, planting and hoeing corn and potatoes. I 
have a very good girl, the daughter of a Wiltshire 
emigrant, who is neat and clever, and respectful and 
industrious, to whom .J g·ive three dollars only: she 

111 5 
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is a happy specimen of the lower order of English 
emigrants, ano her family are quite acquisitions to the 
township in which they live. 

I think I have now answered all your queries to 
the best of my ability; but I would haw you bear in 
mind that Illy knowledp;e is confined to a small 
portion of the townships alom!; the Otanabee lakes, 
therefore, my information after all, may be but local: 
thing's may ditfer, and do differ in other parts of the 
proyince, though possibly not \ery materially. 

I must now say farewell. Should you ever feel 
tempted to try your fortune on this side the Atlantic, 
let me assure you of a warm welcome to our Canadian 
home, ii'om your sincerely attached friend. 
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T.ETTER XII . 

.. A Logging Bee."-Burning of the Log-heaps.-Crops for the Season.
Farming Stock.-Comparative Value of Wheat and Labour.-Choice of 
Land. and relative Arl'l'ant'lges.-Clearing Land.-Hurricane in the 
Woods.-Vari"ble 'Ye'ither.-Insects. 

Nonmuer the 2tl. 1833. 

MAN y thanks, dearest mother, for the contents of the 
box which arrived in August. I was charmed with 
the pretty caps and worked frocks sent for my baby; 
the little fellow looks delightfully in his new robes, 
and I can almost fancy is conscious of the accession to 
his wardrobe, so proud he seems of his dress. He 
grows fat and lively, and, as you may easily suppose, 
is at once the pride and delight of his foolish mother's 
heart. 

His father, who love..; him as much as I do myself, 
often laughs at my fondness, and asks me if I do not 
think him the ninth wonder of the world. He has 
fitted up a sort of rude carriage on the hand-sleigh for 
the little fellow-nothing better than a tea-chest, 
lined with d black bear-skin, and in this humble equi
page he enjoys many a pleasant ride over the frozen 
ground. 

Nothing could have happened more opportunely for 
us than the acquisition of my uncle's legacy, a,s it has 
enabled us to make some useful additions to our farm, 
for which we must have waited a few years. We have 
laid out a part of the property in purchasing a fine lot 
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of land adjoining our home lot. The quality of our 
new purchase is excellent, and, from its situation, 
gTCatly enhances the value of the whole property. 

We had a glorious burning this summer after the 
groUlHl w~s all logged up; that is, all the large tim
ber" chopped into lengths, and drawn together in 
heaps with oxen. To effect this the more readily we 
called a logging-bee. We had a number of ~ettlers 
attend, with yokes of oxen and men to assist us. 
After that \\as oyer, my husband, with the men
servants, set the heaps on fire; and a magnificent 
sight it was to see such a conAagration all r0und us. 
t was a little nervous at first on account of the 
nearness of some of the log·heaps to the house, but 
care j" always taken to fire them with the wind blow
ing in a direction away from the building. Acci
dents have sometimes happened, but they are of rarer 
occurrence than might be expected, when we consider 
the subtlety and destructiwness of the element em
ployed on the occasion. 

If the weather be wry dry, and a brisk wind blow
ing, the work of destruction proceeds with astonishing 
rapidity; sometimes the fire will commuuicate with 
the forest and run over many hundreds of acres. This 
is not considered favourable for clearing, as it destroys 
the underbush and light timbers, which are almost 
indispensable for ensuring a good burning. It is, 
however, a magnificent ~ig:ht to see the blazing trees 
and watch the awful progress of the conAagration, as 
it hurries onward, consuming all before it, or leaving 
such ~corching mementoes as have blasted the forest 
growth for years. 
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When the ground is very dry the fire will run all 
over the fallow, consuming the dried leaves, sticks, 
and roots. Of a night the effect is more eyident; 
sometimes the wind blows particles of the burning 
fuel into the hollow pines and tall decaying stumps; 
these readily ignite, and after a time present an ap
pearance that is exceedingly fine and fanciful. Fiery 
columns, the bases of which are hidden by the dense 
smoke 'Heaths, are to be seen in every direction, 
sending up showers of sparks that are whirled about 
like rockets and fire-wheels in the wind. Some of 
these tall stumps, when the fire has reached the 
summit, look like gas lamp-posts newly lit. The fire 
will sometimes continue unextinguished for days. 

After the burning is over the brands are collected 
and drawn together again to be reburnt; and, strange 
as it may appear to you, there is no work that is more 
interesting and f>xciting than that of tending- the 
log-heaps, rousing up the dying Hames and closing 
them in, and supplying the fires with fresh fuel. 

There are always t\\'o bUfilings: first, the ul1.lsh 
heaps, which have lain during the winter till the 
drying winds and hot suns of April and .May have 
rendered them sear, are set fire to; this is previous 
to forming tbe log-heaps. 

If the season be dry, and a brisk wind abroad, 
much of the lighter timber is consnmed, and the 
larger trees reduced during- this first burnillg·. 
After this is over, the rest is chopped and logged up 
for the second burning: and lastly, the remnants 
are collected and consumed till the ground be per
fectly free from all encumbrances, excepting the 
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standing stump~, which rarely burn out, and remall1 
eye-sores for several years. The ashes are then scat
tered abroad, and the field fenced in with split tim
ber; the great work of dearing is over. 

Our crops this year are oats, corn, and pumpkins, 
and potatoes, with some turnips. We shall have wheat, 
rye, oal~, potatoe", and corn next harvest, which will 
enable us to increase our "tock. At present we have 
ollly a yoke of oxen (Buck and Bright, the name; 
of three-fourth" of all the working- oxen in Canada), 
two cuws, hm cah-es, three small pigs, ten hen!', and 
three duck,.;, and a pretty brow II pony: but she is 
such a !'kilful clearer of se\ell-railed fences that we 
shall lJe obliged to part "ith her. Breachy cattle of 
am kind are [2:reat disturbers of public tranquillity 
ami private friendship; for which rea"on any settler 
who values the gOOfl will of hi" neighbours would 
rather part with the best working yoke of oxen in 
the township, than keep them if they prove breachy. 

'\ small farmer at home "ould think \"ery poorly 
of our Canadian po,.;se;;siolls, especially when I add 
that our whole !'tOl:k of farming- implements consists 
of two reaping-hook,.;, ~e'eral ;t"e,.;, a spade, and a 
couple of hoes. Add to the'c a queer sort of harro\\ 
that is made in the shape of a triang-le for the better 
pa~~;ing bet ween the stumps: this is a rude machine 
compared with the nicely painted instruments of the 
stlrt I have been accustomed to see used in Britain. 
It j" roug-hl~ hewn, and put together without regard 
to neatness; strength for use is all that is looked to 
here. The plough is seldom put into the land before 
the third or fourth year, nor is it required; the 
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general plan of cropping the first fallow with wheat 
or oats, and sowing grass-seeds with the grain to 
make pastures, renders the plough unnecessary till 
such time as the grass-lands require to be broken up. 
This method is pursued by most settlers while they 
are clearing bush-land; ah\ ays chopping- and burn
ing enough to keep a regular succession of wheat and 
spring crops, while the former clearings are allowed 
to remain in grass. 

The low price that is noW given for grain of every 
kind, wheat haying fetched only from two shillings 
and nine-pence to timr shillings the bushel, makes the 
growing of it a matter of less importance than rearing 
and fatting of stock. Wages bear no proportion to 
the price of produce; a labourer receives ten and 
even eleven dollars and board a month, while wheat is 
selling at only three shillings, three shiilings and six
pence or four shillings, and sometimes e'-en still less. 
The returns are little compared with the outlay on 
the land; nor does the land produce that great abun
dance that men are apt to look for on newly cleared 
ground. The returns of produce, however, must vary 
with the situation and fertility of the soil, which is 
generally less productive in the immediate vicinity of 
the lakes and rivers than a little further back trom 
them, the land being either swampy or ridgy, covered 
with pines and beset with blocks of limestone and 
granite, the sub-soil poor and sandy. 

This is the case on the small lakes and on the 
banks of' the Otanabee ; the back lots are generally 
much finer in quality, producing hard wood, such as 
bass-wood, maple, hickory, butter-nut, oak, beach, 
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and iron-wooel; which trees always indicate a more 
rroductin· soil than the pine tribe. 

In spite of the inc1ifierence of the soil the aelvan
tag;e d' a water frontage is considered a matter of 
g;reat importance in the purchasing; of land; and, lost 
with ,\'atel' privileges, usually fetch a much higher price 
than those further removed from it. These lands are 
in general in the pf);;;;ession of the hip:her class of 
settlers, who can affilrd to pay something; extra for a 
pretty situation, and the prospect of future improve
ments when the country shall be under a higher state 
of cultivation and more thickly settled, 

We cannot help reg;arding; with infinite satisfaction 
the jew acres that are c1earec\ round the house and 
l'( 1\ ',Ted with crops, A space of this kind in the midst 
(~j' the dense forest imparts a cheerfulness to the mind, 
of which those that live in an open country, or even a 
partially wooded one, can form no idea, The bright 
sllnbeams and the blue and cloudless sky breaking' 
in upon you, rejoices the eye and cheers the heart as 
much as the cool shade of a palm-grove would the 
\\(';Ir:. traveller on the ~<llJcly ,\asks of Africa, 

If we feel this so sensibly who enjoy the opening of 
;! lake of full three-quartels of a mile in breadth 
directly in front of our windows, what must those do 
\\ ;1IlS(' clearing is first opened in the depths of the 
fIIIT,t, hemmed in on e\cry side by a thick wall of 
trees, throug'h the interminable shades of which tlte 
l': c vainly endeavours to penetrate in search of other 
objects and other scenes; but so dense is the growth 
of timber, that all beyond the immediate clearing is 
wrapped in profound obscurity. A settler on fir,.;t 
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locating on his lot knows no more of its boundaries 
and its natural features than he does of the north
west passage. 

Under such disadvantages it is ten chances to one 
if he chooses the best situation on the land for the site 
of his house. This is a very sufficient reason for not 
putting up an expensive building till the land is suf
ficiently cleared to allow its adyantages and di"advan
tages to become eyident. Many eligible "pots often 
present themselws to the eye of the settler, in clearing 
his land, that cause him to regret having built before 
he could obtain a better choice of ground. But cir
cumstances will seldom admit of delay in building ill 
the bush; a dwelling must be raised speedily, and that 
generally on the first cleared acre. The emigrant, 
however. looks forward to some no wry distant period 
when he shall be able to gratify both his taste and 
love of comfort in the erection of a handsomer and 
better habitation than his log-house or his shanty, 
which he regards only in the light of a temporary 
accommodation. 

On first coming to this country nothing surprised 
me more than the total absence of trees about the 
dwelling-houses and cleared lands; the axe of the 
chopper relentlessly lewIs all before him. Man ap
pears to contend with the trees of the forest as though 
they were his most obnoxious enemies; for he spares 
neither the young sapling in its gTeenness nor the 
ancient trunk in its lofty pride; he wages war ag'ainst 
the forest with fire !md steel. 

There are several sufJicient reasons to be given for 
this seeming want of taste. The forest-trees grow so 
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thickly together that they ha\e no room for expanding 
and puttin!.!,' forth lateral branches; on the contrary, 
they lUn up tn an amazing height of stem, resembling 
Heedling's on a hot-bed that haw 110t duly been thinned 
out. Trees (If this gl'Owth W[len unsupported IJyothers 
are tall, weak, and entirely divested of those grace;; 
and charms of outline and foliage that would make 
them desir:lble as ornaments to our grounds; but this 
is not the most cogent reason for not leaving them, 
supposing some more sightly than others were to be 
found. 

Instead of striking deep roots in the earth, the for('.~t
trees, with the e\.ccption of the pines, ha \ e yery super
tlcial hold in the earth; the roots running along the 
surface ha\e no power to resist the wind when it bends 
the tops, which thus act as a powerfulleyer in tearing 
them from their places, 

The taller the tree the more liable it is to being 
uprooted by storms; and if those that are hemmed in, 
as in the thickly-planted forests, fall, you may suppose 
the certain fate of any isolated tree, depriyed of its 
funner protectors, when left to braw and battle with 
the storm. It is sure to fall, and may chance to injure 
any cattle that are within its reach. This is the great 
reason v.IIY trees are not left in the clearing. Indeed, 
it is a less casy matter to spare them when chopping 
than I at first imagined, but the fall of one tree li'e
quclltly bring's down two, three, or ewn more smaller 
olles that stand near it. A good chopper will elldea 
your to promote this as much as possible by partly 
chopping through smaller ones in the direction they 
purpose the larger one to fall. 
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I was so desirous of preserving a few pretty sapling 
beech-trees that pleased me, that I desired the chop
pers to spare them; but the only one that was saved 
from destruction in the chopping' had to pass throug'h 
a fiery ordeal, which quickly scorched and withered up 
its gay green leaves: it now stands a melancholy 
monument of the impossibility of preserving trees 
thus left. The only thing to be done if you desire 
trees, is to plant them while young in favourable 
situations, when they take deep root and spread 
forth branches the same as the trees in our parks and 
hedge-rows. 

Another plan which we mean to adopt on our land 
is, to leave several acres of forest in a convenient 
situation, and chop and draw out the old timbers for 
fire-wood, leaving the younger growth for ornament. 
This method of preserving a grove of trees is not 
liable to the objections formerly stated, and combines 
the useful with the ornamental. 

There is a strange excitement created in the mind 
whil~t watching the felling of one of the gigantic 
pines or oaks of the forest. Proudly and immoveably 
it seems at first to resist the storm of blows that assail 
its massy trunk, from the united axes of three or even 
four choppers. As the work of destruction continues, 
a slight motion is perceived-an almost imperceptible 
quivering of the boughs. Slowly and slowly it inclines, 
while the loud rending of the trunk at length warns 
you that its last hold on earth is gone. The axe of 
the chopper has performed its duty; the motion of 
the falling tree becomes accelerated every instant, till 
it comes down in thunaer on the plain, with a crash 
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that makes the earth tremble, and the neighbouring 
trees reel and bow before it. 

Thoug'h decidedly Ie',," windy than our British isles, 
Canada is subject at times to sudden storms, nearly 
approaching to what mi~'ht be termed whirlwinds and 
hurricanes. A description of one of these tempests I 
~'ave you in an early letter. During the present sum
mer I witnessed another hurricane, somewhat more 
violent and destructiH' in its effect. 

The sky became suddenly overcast with clouds of a 
hig'hly electric nature. The storm came hom the 
north-west, and its fury appeared to be confined within 
the breadth of a few hundred yards. I was watching; 
with some degree of interest the rapid movements in 
the lurid, black, and copper-coloured clouds that were 
careering' above the lake, when I was surprised by the 
report of trees f~Llling; on the opposite shore, an!l yet 
more so by seeing: the air filled \dth scattered remnants 
of the pines within less than a hundred yards of the 
house, while the wind \\as scarcely felt on the level 
~round on which I was standing. 

In a few seconds the hurricane had swept oycr the 
water, and with irresistible power laid low not less 
than thirty or forty trees, bending others to the g-round 
like reeds. It was an awful sight to see the tall forest 
rocking and bowing before the fury of the storm, and 
\\ith the great trunks fillling; one after the other, as if 
they had been a pack of cards thrown down by a 
breath. Fortunately for us the current of the wind 
merely passed over our open clearing, doing us no 
further damag'e than uprooting three big pine-trees on 
the ridge above the lake. But in the direction of our 
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neighbour it did great mischief, destroying 
many rods of fencing, and crushing his crops with the 
prostrate trunks and scattered boughs, occasioning 
great loss and much labour to repair the miscllief. 

The upturned roots of trees throml dowlI by the 
wind are great nuisances and disfi~;urements in clear
ings, and cause much more trouble to remo\"e than 
those that have been felled by the axe. Some of the 
stumps of these wind-fallen trees will right again if 
chopped from the trunk soon after they have been 
blown down, the weight of the roots and upturned 
soil being sufficient to bring them back into their 
former places; we have pursued this plan very fre
quently. 

We have experienced one of the most changeable 
seasons this summer that was possible. The spring' 
was warm and pleasant, but from the latter part of 
May till the middle of harvest we had heavy rains, 
cloudy skies, with moist hot days, and frequent tem
pests of thunder and lightning, most awfully grand, 
but seemingly less destructive than such storms are at 
home. Possibly the tall forest-trees divert the danger 
from the low dwellings, which are sufficiently sheltered 
from the effect of the lightning. The autumn hlS 
also proved wet and cold. I must say at present I do 
not think very favourably of the climate; however, it 
is not right to judge by so short an acquaintance with 
it, as everyone says this summer has been unlike any 
of its predecessors. 

The insects have been a sad annoyance to us, and 
I hailed the approach of the autumn as a respite from 
their attacks; for these' pests are numerous and V:l-
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rious, and no respecters of persons, as I have learned 
from sad experience. 

I am longing for home-letters; let me hear from 
you soon. 

Farewell, friends. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Health enjoyed in the rigour of Winter.-Inconvenience suffereu from the 
brightness of the Snow.-Sleighing.-Ind~ln Orthography.-\'isit to an 
Indian Ellcampm~ut.-Story uf an Indian.-An Indian HUllchback.
Canadian Ornithology. 

Lake Cottag<'. March 14. 183-1. 

I RECEIVED your affectionate and interesting letter 
only last night. Owing to an error in the direction, 
it had made the round of two townships before it 
reached Peterborough; and though it bore as many 
new directions as the sailor's knife did new blades and 
handles, it did at last reach me, and was not less prized 
for its travelling dress, being somewhat the worse for 
wear. 

I rejoiced to hear of your returning health and in
creased happiness ;-may they long continue. Your 
expressions of regret for my exile, as you term my 
residence in this country, affected me greatly. Let 
the assurance that I am not less happy than when I 
left my native land, console you for my absence. If 
my situation be changed, my heart is not. My spirits 
are as light as ever, and at times I feel a gaiety that 
bids defiance to all care. 

You say you fear the rigours of the Canadian winter 
will idll me. I never enjoyed better health, llor so 
good, as since it commenced. There is a degree of 
spirit and vigour infused into one's blood by the purity 
of the air that is quite exhilarating. The very snow 
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seems whiter and more beautiful than it does in our 
damp vapoury climate. During a keen bright win
ter's day you will often perceive the air filled with 
minute frozen particles, which are quite dry, and 
slig'htly prick your face like needle-points, while the 
sky is blue and bright above you. There is a decided 
ditference between the first snow-falls and those of 
mid-winter; the first ~re in larg'e soft flakes, and sel
dom remain long' ,,'ithout thawing, but those that fall 
after the cold has regularly set in are smaller, drier, 
and of the most beautiful forms, sometimes pointed 
like a cluster of rays, or else feathered in the most 
exquisite manner. 

I find my eyes much inconvenienced by the daz
zling; golitter of the snow on bright sunny days, so as to 
render my sight extremely dull and indistinct for hours 
after exposure to its power. I would strongly advise 
anyone coming out to this country to provide them
selves with blue or green glasses; and by no means to 
omit green crape or green tissue veils. Poor Moses' 
gross of green spectacles would not have proved so bad 
a spec. in Canada'''. 

Some few nights ago as I was returning from visit
in!.!," a sick friend, I was delighted by the effect pro
duced by the frost. The earth, the trees, every stick, 
drie(l leaf, and stone in my path was glittering with 
mimic diamonds, as if touched by some magical power; 
objects the most rude and deYoid of beauty had sud
dellly assumed a brilliancy that was dazzling beyond 

,~ Oculists condemn ('oloured spectacles, aM inj uring weak 
!'yl'S by the heat which they occasion. Colo'.1red gauze or co
loured shad~s are preferable.-Eu. 
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the most vivid fancy to conceive; every frozen par
ticle sent forth rays of bright light. You might have 
imagined yourself in Sinbad's valley of gems; nor 
was the temperature of the air at all unpleasantly cold. 

I have often felt the sensation of cold on a windy 
day in Britain far more severe than I have done in 
Canada, when the mercury indicated a much lower 
degree of temperature, There is almost a trance-like 
stillness in the air during our frosty nights that lessens 
the unpleasantness of the sensation. 

There are certainly some days of intense cold during' 
our winter, but this low temperature seldom continues 
more than three days together. The coldest part of 
the day is from an hour or two before sunrise to about 
nine o'clock in the morning; by that time our blaz
ing log-fires or metal stoves ha\e warmed the house, 
so that you really do not care for the cold without, 
When out of doors you suffer less inconvenience 
than you would imagine whilst you keep in motion, 
and are tolerably well clothed: the ears and nose 
are the most exposed to injury. 

Gentlemen sometimes make a singular appearance 
coming in from a long journey, that if it were not for 
pity's sake would draw from you a smile ;-hair, whis
hrs, eyebrows, eyelashes, beard, all incrusted with 
hoar-frost. I have seen young' ladies going to eveu
ing parties with clustering ring'lets, as jetty as your 
own, changed by the breath of Father Frost to silvery 
whiteness; so that you could almost fancy the fair 
damsels had been suddenly metamorphosed to their 
ancient grannies; fortunately for youth and beauty 
such change is but transi~ry. 

N 
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In the tOWilS and populous parts of the province the 
approach of winter is hailed with delight instead of 
dread; it is to all a season of leisure :lIld enjoyment. 
Travelling is then expeditiously and pll':l-';<lntly per
formed; even our vile bush-roads become positively 
wry respectable; and if you should happen to be 
overturned once or twice during a journey of pleasure, 
very little danger attends such an eyent, and very little 
compassion is bestowed on you for yuur tumble in the 
snow; so it is ,,·isest to shake off your lig-ht burden 
and enjoy the fun \vith a p;ood gTace if you can. 

Sleighing is certainly a wry agreeable mode of tra
wlling'; the more snow, the better the sleighing sea
son is considered; and the harder it becomes, the easier 
the motion of the vehicle. The horses are all adorned 
with strings of little brass bells about their necks or 
middles. The merry jingle of these bells is far from 
disagreeaLle, producing a light lively sound. 

The following lines I copied from the New York 
Albion for you; I think you will be pleased with 
them :-

SLEIGH BELLS. 

'Tis merry to hear at evening time 
By the blazing hearth the sleigh·bells chime; 
To know each bound of the steed brings near 
The form of him to our bosoms dear; 
Lightly we spring the fire to rai~e, 
Till the rafters glow with the ruddy blaze. 

'Ti~ he-and blithely the gay bells sound, 
As his steed ~kims over the frozen ground. 
Hark! he has pass'd the gloomy wood; 
He crosses now the ice-bound flood, 
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And sees the light from the open door, 
To hail his toilsome journey o'er. 

Our hut is small and rude our cheer, 
But lo\'e has ~pread the banquet here; 
And childhood springs to be caress'd 
By our beloved and welcome guest; 
With smiling hrow his tale he tells, 
They laughing ring the merry bells. 

From the cedar swamp the wolf may howl, 
From the blasted pine loud whoop th~ owl; 
The sudden crash of the falling tree 
Are sounds of terror no more to me ; 
No longer I list with boding fear, 
The sleigh-bells' merry peal to hear *. 
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As soon as a sufficient quantity of snow has fallen 
all vehicles of every description, from the stage-coach 
to the wheelbarrow, are supplied with w()oden run
ners, shod with iron, after the manner of skates. 
The usual equipages for travelling' are the double 
sleigh, light waggon, and cutter; the b\O former are 
drawn by two horses abreast, but the latter, which is 
by far the most elegant-looking, has but one, and 
answers more to our gig or chaise. 

Wrapped up in buffalo robes you feel no incon
venience from the cold, excepting to your face, which 
requires to be defended by a warm beaver or fur 
bonnet; the latter, I am surprised to find, is seldom 
if ever worn, from the nonsensical reason that it is not 
the fashion. The red, grey, and black squirrels are 

* This little poem by Mrs. Moodie has since been printed 
in a volume of " Friendship's Offering," with some altrra
tions by the editor that deprive it a good deal of the simplicity 
of the original. • 
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abundant in our woods; the musk-rat inhabits little 
houses that he builds in the rushy parts of the lakes; 
these dwellings are formed of the roots of sedges, 
sticks, and other materials of a similar nature, and 
plastered with mud, oyer which a thick close thatch is 
raised to the height of a foot or more above the water; 
they are of a round or dome-shape, and are distinctly 
visible from the shore at some distance. The Indians 
set traps to ensnare these creatures in their houses, 
and sell their skins, which are very thick and glossy 
towards winter. The beaver, the bear, the black lynx, 
and foxes are also killed, and brought to the stores by 
the hunters, where the skins are exchanged for goods 
or money. 

The Indians dress the deer-skins for making mo
cassins, which are greatly sought after by the settlers 
in these parts; they are very comfortable in snowy 
weather, and I,eep the feet very warm, but you require 
several wrappings of cloth round the feet before you 
put them on. I wore a beautiful pair all last winter, 
worked with porcupine-quills and bound with scarlet 
ribbon; these elegant mocassins were the handicraft of 
an old squaw, the wife of Peter the hunter: you have 
already heard of him in my former letters. I was 
delighted with a curious specimen of Indian ortho
graphy that accompanied the mocassins, in the form of 
a \Iote, which I shall transcribe for your edification :-

SIR, 

Pleas if you would give something; you must 
git in ordir in store is woyth (worth) them moesin, 
porcupine quill on et. One dollers foure yard. 
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This curious billet was the production of the hun
ter"s eldest son, and is meant to intimate that if I 
would buy the mocassins the price was one dollar, or 
an order on OIle of the stores for four yards of calico; 
for so the squaw interpreted its meaning. The order 
for four yards of printed cotton was delivered over to 
.Mrs. Peter, who carefully pinned it "'ithin the folds of 
her blanket, and departed well satisfied with the pay
ment. And this reminds me of our visit to the In
dian's camp last week. Feeling- some desire to see 
these singular people in their winter encampment, I 
expressed my wish to S , who happens to be 
a grand favourite with the old hunter and his family; 
as a mark of a distinction they have bestowed on him 
the title of Chippewa, the name of their tribe. He 
was delighted with the opportunity of doing' the ho
nours of the Indian wigwam, and it was agreed that 
he, with some of his brothers and sisters-in-law, who 
happened to be on a visit at his house, should come 
and drink tea with us and accompany us to the camp 
in the woods. 

A merry party we were that sallied forth that even
ing into the glorious starlight; the snow sparkled 
with a thousand diamonds on its frozen surface, over 
which we bounded with hearts as light as hearts could 
be in this careful world. And truly never did I look 
upon a lovelier sight than the woods presented; there 
had been a heavy fall of snow the preceding day; 
owing to the extreme stillness of the air not a particle 
of it had been shaken from the trees. The ever
greens were bending beneath their brilliant burden; 
every twig, every leaf, and .spray was covered, and 
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~()nll' of the weak saplings actually bowed down to the 
earth with the weight of snow, forming the most 
lovely and fanciful bowers and arcades across our path. 
As you looked up towards the tops of the trees the 
snowy branches seen against the deep blue sky formed 
a silvery veil, through which the bright stars were 
gleaming- with a cha<;tened brilliancy. 

I was al\\ay~ an admirer of a snowy landscape, but 
neither in this country nor at home did I ever see any 
thing so surpassingly lovely as the forest appeared that 
night. 

Leaving the broad road we struck into a bye-path, 
deep tracked by the Indians, and soon perceived the 
wigwam by the red smoke that issued from the open 
basket-work top of the little hut. This is first formed 
with light poles, planted round so a<; to enclose a circle 
of ten or twelve feet in diameter; between these poles 
are drawn large sheets of birch-bark both within and 
without, leaving an opening of the bare poles at the 
top so as to form an outlet for the smoke; the outer 
walls were also banked up with snow, so as to exclude 
the air entirely from beneath. 

Some of our party, who were younger and lig'hter 
of foot than \\c sober married folks, ran on before; so 
that when the blanket, that served the purpose of a 
door, was unfastened, we found a motley gTOUp of the 
dark skins and the pale faces reposing' on the blan
kt'ts and skins that were spread round the walls of the 
wigwam. 

The swarthy complexions, shaggy black hair, and 
singular costume of the Indians formed a striking con
trast with the f~lir-faced Europeans that were mingled 
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with them, seen as they were by the red and fitful glare 
of the wood-fire that occupied the centre of the circle. 
The deer-hounds lay stretched in indolent enjoyment, 
close to the embers, while three or four dark-skinned 
little urchins were playing with each other, or angrily 
screaming out their indignation against the apish 
tricks of the hunchback, myoId acquaintance :.\1aquin, 
that Indian Flibberty-gibbet, whose delight appeared 
to be in teazing and tormenting the little papouses, 
casting as he did so sidelong' glances of impish glee at 
the guests, while as quick as thought his features as
sumed an impenetrable gravity when the eyes of his 
father or the squaws seemed directed towards his 
tricks. 

There was a slight bustle among the party when 
we entered one by one through the low blanket-door
way. The merry laugh rang round among our friends, 
which was echoed by more than one of the Indian 
men, and joined by the peculiar half-laugh or chuckle 
of the squaws. "Chippewa" was directed to a post 
of honour beside the hunter Peter; and squaw Peter, 
with an air of great g'ood humour, made room for me 
on a corner of her own blanket; to effect which two 
papouses and a hound were sent lamenting to the 
neighbourhood of the hunchback Maquin. 

The most attractive persons in the wigwam were 
two Indian girls, one abouteighteen,-Jane, the hun
ter's eldest daughter, and her cousin :\jargaret. I 
was greatly struck with the beauty of Jane; her 
features were positively fine, and though of gipsey 
darkness the tint of vermilion on her cheek and lip 
rendered it, if not beautiful, "'ery attractive. Her hair, 
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which was of jetty blackness, was soft and shining, and 
was neatly folded over her forehead, not hanging loose 
and disorderly in shaggy masses, as is generally the case 
with the squaws. Jane 'YaS evidently aware of her su
perior charms, and may be considered as an Indian 
belle, by the peculiar care she displayed in the arrange·· 
ment of the black cloth mantle, bound with scarlet, that 
was gracefully wrapped over one shoulder, and fastened 
at her left side with a gilt brooch. Margaret was 
younger, of lower stature, and though lively and rather 
pretty, yet wanted the quiet dignity of her cousin; she 
had more of the squaw in face and figure. The two 
girls occupied a blanket by themselves, and were 
busily engaged in working some most elegant sheaths 
of deer-skin, richly wrought over with eoloured quills 
and beads: they kept the beads and quills in a 
small tin baking-pan on their knees; but myoid 
squaw (as I always call Mrs. Peter) held her porcupine
quills in her mouth, and the fine dried sinews of the 
deer, which they make use of instead of thread in 
work of this sort, in her bosom. 

On my expressing a desire to have some of the por
cupine-quills, she ga\e me a few of different colour 
that she was working a pair of mocassins with, but 
signified that she wanted '" bead' to work mocsin," 
by which I understood I was to give some in exchange 
for the quills. Indians never give since they haw 
learned to trade with white men. 

She was greatly delig·hted with the praises I be
stowed on Jane. She told me Jane was soon to 
marry the young Indian who sat on one side of her 
in all the pride of a new blanket coat, red sash, em-



INDIANS SI~GING A HYMN. 215 

broidered powder-pouch, and great g'ilt clasps to the 
collar of his coat, which looked as warm and as white 
as a newly washed fleece. The old squaw evidently 
felt proud of the young couple as she gazed on them, 
and often repeated, with a good-tempered laugh, 
" Jane's husband-marry by and by." 

We had so often listened with pleasure to the In
dians singing their hymns of a Sunday night that I 
requested some of them to sing to us; the old hunter 
nodded assent; and, without removing his pipe, with 
the gravity and phlegm of a Dutchman, issued his 
commands, which were as instantly obeyed by the 
younger part of the community, and a chorus of rich 
voices filled the little hut with a melody that thrilled 
to our very hearts. 

The hymn was sung in the Indian tongue, a 
language that is peculiarly sweet and soft in its ca
dences, and seems to be composed with many vowels. 
I could not but notice the modest air of the girls; as 
if anxious to avoid observation that they felt was 
attracted by their sweet voices, they turned away from 
the gaze of the strangers, facing each other and bend
ing their heads down over the work they still held in 
their hands. The attitude, which is that of the 
Eastern nations; the dress, dark hair and eyes, the 
olive complexion, heightened colour, and meek ex
pression of face, would have formed a study for a 
painter. I wish you could have witnessed the scene; 
I think you would not easily have forgotten it. I 
was pleased with the air of deep reverence that sat 
on the faces of the elders of the Indian family, as 
they listened to the voices flf their children singing 
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praise and glory to the God and Saviour they had 
learned to fear and love. 

The Indians seem most tender parents; it is pleas
ing to see the affectionate manner in which they treat 
their young children, fondly and gently caressing them 
with eyes oyertluwillg' and looks of love. During the 
singing each papouse crept to the feet of it-; respective 
father and mother,· and those that were too young to 
join their voices to the little choir, remained quite 
silent till the hymn was at an end. One little girl, a 
fat brown roly-poly, of three years old, beat time on her 
father's knee, and from time to time chimed in her 
infant voice; she e,;dently posse~sed a fine ear and 
natural taste for music. 

I was at a loss to conceive where the Indians kept 
their stores, clothes, and other moveables, the wigwam 
lJeing' so small that there seemed no room for any 
thing besides themselves and their hounds. Their 
ingenuity, however, supplied the want of room, and I 
soon discovered a plan that answered all the purposes 
of closets, bags, boxes, &e., the inner lining of birch
bark being drawn between the poles so as to form 
hollow pouches all round; in these pouches were 
stowed their goods; one set held their stock of dried 
deer's flesh, another dried fish, a third contained some 
flat cakes, which I have been told they bake in a way 
peculiar to themselves, with hot ashes over and under; 
for my part I think they must be far from palatable 
so seasoned. Their dressed skins, clothes, materials 
ior their various toys, such as beads, quills, bits of 
cloth, silk, with a thousand other miscellaneous articles, 
occupied the rest of these reservoirs. 
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Though open for a considerable space at the top, 
the interior of the wigwam was so hot, I could scarcely 
breathe, and was constrained to throw off all my 
wrappings during the time we staid. Before we went 
away the hunter insisted on showing us a game, which 
was something' after the manner of our cup and ball, 
only more complicated, and requires more sleight of 
hand; the Indians seemed evidently well pleased at 
our want of adroitness. They also showed us allother 
game, which was a little like nine-pins, only the num
LeI' of sticks stuck in the ground was greater. I was 
unable to stay to see the little rows of sticks knocked 
out, as the heat of the wigwam oppressed me almost 
to suffocation, and I was glad to feel myself once more 
Lreathing the pure air. 

In any other climate one would scarcely have un
dergone such sudden extremes of temperature with
out catching a severe cold; but fortunately that dis
tressing complaint calcht:c le cold, as the French
man termed it, is not so prevalent in Canada as at 
home. 

Some twenty years ago, while a feeling of dread 
still existed ill the minds of the British settlers to
wards the Indians, from the remembrance of atro
cities committed during the war of independence, 
a poor woman, the widow of a settler who occupied a 
farm in one of the then but thinly-settled townships 
back of the Ontario, was alarmed by the sudden ap
pearance of an Indian within the walls of her log-hut. 
He had entered so silently that it was not till he 
planted himself before the blazing fire that he was 
perceived by the frightened- widow and her little ones, 

o 
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who retreated, trembling with ill-concealed terror to 
the furthest corner of the room. 

Without seeming' to notice the dismay which his 
appearance had excited, the Indian proceeded to dis
encumber himself from his hunting accoutrements; 
he then unfastened his wet mocassins, which he hung 
up to dry, plainly intimating his design was to pass 
t he night beneath their roof, it bei ng nearly dark, and 
snowing heavily. 

Scarcely daring to draw an audible breath, the 
little group watched the movements of their unwel
come guest. Imagine their horror when they beheld 
him take from his girdle a hunting-knife, and deli
berately proceed to try its edge. After this his toma
hawk and rifle underwent a similar examination. 

The despair of the horror-stricken mother was now 
approaching a climax. She already beheld in idea 
the frightful mangled corpses of her murdered chil
dren upon that hearth which had so often been the 
scene of their innocent gambols. Instinctively she 
clasped the two youngest to her breast at a forward 
movement of the Indian. With streaming e)'es she 
was about to throw herself at his feet, as he advanced 
towards her with the dreaded weapons in his hands, 
and implore his mercy for herself and her babes. 
What then was her surprise and joy when he gently 
laid the rifle, knife, and tomahawk beside her, sig
nifying by this action that she had nothing to fear at 
his hands *. 

* It is almost an invariaule custom DOW for the Indians on 
entering a dwelling-house to leave all their weapons, as rifle, 
tomahawk, &c., outside the door. even if the weather be 
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A reprieve to a condemned criminal at the moment 
previous to his execution was not more welcome than 
this action of the Indian to the poor widow. Eager 
to prove her confidence and her gratitude at the same 
time, she hastened to prepare food fOt· the refreshment 
of the now no longer dreaded guest; and, assisted by 
the eldest of her children, put clean sheets and the 
best blankets on her own bed, which she joyfully 
devoted to the accommodation of the stranger. An 
expre~~i\'e " Hugh! hugh!" was the only reply to this 
act of hospitality; but when he went to take pos
session of his luxurious couch he seemed sorely puz
zled. It was evident the Indian had never seen, 
and certainly never reposed on, an European bed. 
After a mute examination of the bed-clothes for some 
minutes, with a satisfied laugh, he sprang upon the 
bed, and, curling himself up like a dog, in a few 
minutes was sound asleep. 

By dawn of day the Indian had departed; but 
whenever he came on the hunting-grounds in the 
neighbourhood of the widow, she was sure to see him. 
The children, no longer terrified at his swarthy coun
tenance and warlike weapons, would gather round 
his knees, admire the feathered pouch that contained 
his shot, finger the beautiful embroidered sheath that 
held the hunting-knife, or the finely-worked mocas
sins and legg'ings; whilst he would pat their heads, 
and bestow upon them an equal share of caresses 
with his deer-hounds. 

Such was the story related to me by a young mis-

ever so wet; as they considel· it unpolite to enter a friendly 
dwelliDg armed. • 

02 
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sionary. I thought it might prove not uninteresting, 
as a trait of character of one of these singular people. 
Chibo.1Ja (tor that was the name of the Indian) was 
one of the Chippewas of Rice Lake, lIlost of whom 
are now converts to Christianity, and making- con
siderable advancement in civilization and knowledg'e 
of agriculture. Hunting and fishing, hOWl'\t'r, appear 
to be their favourite pursuits: for these they leave 
the comfortable houses at the Indi:tn villages, and 
return at stated times to their forest haunts. I be
lie\e it is g'enerally considered that their numbers 
are diminishing, and some tribes haw become nearly 
if not totally extinct in the C:ll1adas *. The race is 
slowly passing away from the face of the earth, or 
mingling by degrees with the colonists, till, a few 
centuries hence, even the names of their tribes will 
scarcely remain to tell that they once existed. 

When next you send a box or parcel, let me have 
a few good tracts and hymn-books; as they prize a 
gift of this sort extremely. I send you a hymn, the 
one they sang to us in the wigwam; it is the Indian 
translation, and written by the hunter, Peter's eldest 
son: he was delighted when I told him I wanted him 
to copy it for me, that I might send it across the seas 
to my own country, that English people mig'ht see 
how well Indians could write. 

• It is stated that the K orth· "'est Company had a census 
of all the tribes, and that tlle whole Indian pupulation of that 
immense continent did not now exceed 100,000 souls. In a 
Parliamentary document of 1834, the Indians of LowH Ca· 
nada are pstimated at 3,437, and those of Upper Canada at 
13,700, which latter number is stated to include those on the 
shores of Lake Huron, and to the westward.-Eu. 



CANADIA:\' ORNITHOLOGY. 

The hunchback Maquin has made me a miniature 
canoe of birch-bark, which I send; you will prize it 
as a curiosity, and token of remembrance. The red 
and black squirrel-skins are for Jane; the feather 
fans, and papers of feathers, for Sarah_ Tell the 
latter the next time I send a packet home, she shall 
have specimens fit for stuffing of our splendid red-

Rl',\-1Jil'l1. 

bird, which, I am sure, is the Virginian nightingale; 
it comes in Mayor April,· and leaves us late in the 
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summer: it exactly corresponds to a stuffed Virgi
nian nig'htingale that I saw in a fine collection of 
American birds. The blue-bird is equally lovely, and 

Illue-bird. 

mig-rates much about the S:lme time; the plumage is 
of a celestial blue; but I have never seen one other
"iSl' tha:. upon the wing, so cannot describe it mi
nutely. The cross-bills are very pretty; the male 
and female quite opposite in colour, one having a 
lovely mixture of scarlet and orange on the breast 
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and back, shading into greenish olive and brown; 
the other more like our yellowhammer, only it is not 
quite so bright in colour, though much softer, and 
more innocent-looking: t.hey come to our windows 
and doors in the winter as familiarly as your robins. 
During the winter most of our birds depart; even 
the hollow tapping of the red-headed and the small 
speckled grey and white woodpecker ceases to be 
heard; the sharp chittering of the squirrel, too, is 
seldomer distinguished; and silence, awful and un
broken silence, reigns in the forest during the season 
of midwinter. 

I had well nigh forgotten my little favourites, a 
species of the titmouse, that does not entirely forsake 
us. Of a brig'ht warm, sunny day we see flocks of 
these tiny birds swinging among the feathery sprigs 
of the hemlocks or shrubby pines on the plains or in 
the forest; and many a time have I stayed my steps 
to watch their playful frolics, and listen to their gay 
warbling. I am not quite certain, but J think this is 
the same little bird that is known among the natives 
by the name of Thit-a-be-bee; its note, though weak, 
and with few changes, is not unpleasing; and we 
prize it from its being almost the only bird that sings 
during the winter. 

J had heard much of the snow-bunting, but never 
had seen it till the other day, and then not near 
enough to mark its form or colours. The day was 
one of uncommon brilliancy; the sky cloudless, and 
the air almost warm; when, looking towards the 
lake, I was surprised by the appearance of one of the 
pine-trees near the shore: it seemed as if covered 
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with stars of silver that twinkled and sparkled against 
the blue sky. I was so charmed by the novelty, that 
I ran out to obserw them nearer; when, to my sur
prise, my stars all took flig-ht to another tree, where, 
by the constant waving and fluttering of their small 
white wings ag-ainst the sunlight, they produced the 
beautiful effect that had at first attracted my obser
vation: soon all the pines within sight of the 
window were illuminated by these lovely creatures. 
About mid-day they went away, and I have seen them 
but once since. They never lit on the ground, or 
any low tree or bough, for me to examine them 
nearer. 

Of our singing-birds, the robin, the blackbird, and 
a tiny bird, like our common wren, are those I am 
most intimate with. The Canadian robin is much 
larger than our dear robin at home; he is too coarse 
and large a bird to realize the idea of our little favour
ite, " the household-bird with the red stomacher," as 
he is called by Bishop Carey, in a sonnet addressed to 
Elizabeth, the daughter of James I., on her marriage 
with the unfortunate Frederic Prince Palatine. 

The song of the Canadian robin is by no means 
despicable; its notes are clear, sweet, and mrious; 
it possesses the same cheerful lively character that dis
tinguishes the carol of its namesake; but the general 
habits of the bird are very dissimilar. The Canadian 
robin is less sociable with man, but more so with his 
own species: they assemble in flocks soon after the 
breeding season is owr, and appear very amicable 
one to another; but ~cldom, if ewr, approach very 
near to our dwelling-, The breast is of a pinkish, 
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salmon colour; the head black; the back of a sort of 
bluish steel, or slate colour; in size they are as big as 
a thrush. 

The blackbird is perhaps our best songster, ac
cording to my taste; full as fine as our English 
blackbird, and much handsomer in its plumage, 
which is a glossy, changeable, greenish black. The 
upper part of the wing of the male bird of full growth 
is of a lively orange; this is not apparent in the 
younger birds, nor in the female, which is slightly 
speckled. 

Towards the middle of the summer, when the 
grain begins to ripen, these birds assemble in large 
flocks: the management of their marauding parties 
appears to be superintended by the elders of the 
family. When they are about to descend upon a 
field of oats or wheat, two or three mount guard 
as sentinels, and on the approach of danger, cry Geck
geclc-geck; this precaution seems a work of superero
gation, as they are so saucy that they will hardly be 
frightened away; and if they rise it is only to alight 
on the same field at a little distance, or fly up to the 
trees, where their look-out posts are. 

They have a peculiarly melancholy call-note at 
times, which sounds exactly like the sudden twang of 
a harp-string, vibrating for a second or two on the 
ear. This, I am inclined to think, they use to collect 
their distant comrades, as I have· never observed it 
when they were all in full assembly, but when a 
few were sitting in some tree near the lake's edge. 
I have called them the "harpers," from this pe
culiar note. I shall tire yd\l with my ornithological 

F 
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sketches, but must enumerate two or three more 
birds. 

The bald eagle frequently flies over our clearing; 
it has a dark body, and snow-white head. It is 
sometimes troublesome to the poultry-yards: those 
we have seen have disdained such low game, and 
soared majestically away across the lake. • 

The fish-hawk we occasionally see skimming the 
surface of the water, and it is regarded as an enemy 
by those who take delight in spearing fish upon the 
lakes. 

Then we have the night or mosquito-hawk, which 
may be seen in the air pursuing the insect tribe in 
the higher regions, whilst hundreds of great dragon
Hies pursue them below; not\\ithstanding their as
~istance, we are bitten mercilessly by those summer 
pests the mosquitoes and black flie~. 

The reel-headed woodp:Tker i~; very splendid; the 
head and neck being of a rich crims():J; the back, 
wing'S, and brca~t are divided between the most 
:;llOWY ",hite ancljetty blad;. The illc('~~:mt tapping 
of the woodpeckers, and the di!-'conlant shriek of the 
blue jay, are heard from snnrise to sunset, as soon as 
the spring is fairly set in. 

I found a little family of woodpeckers last spring 
comfortably nested in an old pine, between the bark 
a nd the trunk of the tree, where the former had 
started away, and left a hollow space, in which the 
old birds had built a soft but careless sort of nest; the 
little creatures seemed very happy, poking their funny 
bare heads out to greet the old ones, who were knocking 
away at the old stumps in their neighbourhood to 
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supply their cravings, as busy as m many carpenters 
at work, 

Ualtimore Oriole Il~f(,OllilJ~ her :-\est "gains! the Black Sni\k~. 

A wry curious bird's-nest was given me by one of 
our choppers; it was woven OWl' a forked spray, so 
that it had all the appearance of having been sewn to 
the bough with grey thread. The nest was only 
secured at the two sides that formed the angle, but so 
strong was it fastened that. it seemed to resist any 
weight or pressure of a moderate kind; it was com-
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posed of the fibres of the bass-wood bark, which 
are very thready, and may be drawn to great fine
ness: on the whole it was a curious specimen of the 
ingenuity of these admirable little architects. I could 
not discover the builder; but rather suspect the nest 
to have belonged to my protege, the little winter tit
mouse that I told you of. 

The )]est of the Canadian robin, which I discovered 
while seeking for a hen's nest in a bush-heap, just at 
the further edge of the dearing, is very much like our 
home-robin's, allowing something' for difference of 
size in the bird, and in the material; the eggs, five 
in number, were deep blue. 

Before I quit the subject of birds, I must recall 
to your reme m Lrance the little houses that the Ame
ricans build for the swallow; I have since found out 
one of their great reasons for cherishing this useful 
bird. It appears that a most rooted antipathy exists 
between this species and the hawk tribe, and no hawk 
will abide their neighbourhood; as they pursue them 
for miles, annoying them in every possible way, 
haunting the hawk like its evil g'enius: it is most sin
g'ular that so small a creature should thus overcome 
one that is the formidable enemy of so many of the 
feathered race. J should have been somewhat scepti
cal on the subject, had I not myself been an eye
witness to the fact. I was looking out of my window 
one bright summer-day, when I noticed a hawk of a 
large description flying heavily along the lake, uttering 
cries of distress; within a yard or two of it was a 
small-in the distance it appeared to me a very small 
-bird pursuing it closely, and also screaming. I 
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watched this strange pair till the pine-wood hid them 
from my sight; and I often marvelled at the circum
stance, till a very intelligent French Canadian traveller 
happened to name the fact, and said so great was the 
value placed on these birds, that they had been sold 
at hig·h prices to be sent to different parts of the 
province. They never forsake their old haunts when 
once naturalized, the same pairs constantly returning, 
year after year, to their old house. 

The singular fact of these swallows driving the 
hawk from his haunts is worthy of attention; as it is 
well authenticated, and adds one more to the many 
interesting and surprising anecdotes recorded by 
naturalists of the sagacity and instinct of these birds. 

I have, however, scribbled so many sheets, that J 
fear my long letter must weary you. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XIY. 

t'tilily of Botanical Kllowlcdge.-The Firc-Wectl.-Sar",paril1a I'lants.
:'Ilagnifircnt Watcr-Lily.-Ricc-Bcds.-Intlian Slra\\ uerry.-Scarlct Co
lumbinc.-Ferns.-Grasses. 

Jllly 13. 1~34. 

OUR winter broke up unusually early this year: by 
the end of February the ground was quite free from 
snow, and the weather continued all through March 
mild and pleasant, thoug'h not so warm as the 
preceding year, and certainly more variable. By the 
last week in April and the beginning of --'lay, the 
forest-trees had all burst into leaf~ with a brilliancy of 
green that was eX(luisitely lon·ly. 

On the l-lth, 15th, and 16th of --'lay, the air 
became suddenly cold, with sharp winds from the 
north-west, and heavy storms of snow that nipped the 
young buds, and destroyed lIlallY of the early-sown 
wgetable seeds; fortunately for us we were behind
halld with ours, which was wry well, as it happened. 

Our woods and clearings are now full of beautiful 
flowers. You will be able to form some idea of 
them from the dried specimens that I send you. 
You will recognize among them many of the che
rished pets of our gardens and green-houses, which 
are here flung carelessly from Nature's lavish hand 
among our woods and wilds. 

How often do I wish you were beside me in 
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my rambles among the woods and clearings: you 
l'\'oqld be so delighted in searching out the floral 
treasures of the place, 

Deeply do I now regret haying so idly neglected 
your kind offers while at home of instructing me in 
flower-painting; you often told me the time would 
come when I should haye cause to regret neglecting 
the golden opportunity before me. 

You proyed a true prophetess; for I daily lament 
that I cannot make faithful representations of the 
flowers of my adopted country, or understand as you 
would do their botanical arrangement. With some 
few I have made myself acquainted, but have hardly 
confidence in my scanty stock of knowledge to ven
ture on scientific descriptions, when I feel conscious 
that a blunder would be easily detected, and expose 
me to ridicule and contempt, for an assumption of 
knowledge that I did not possess. The only bota
nical work I haye at my command is Pursh'" North 
American Flora, from which I haye obtained some 
information; but must confess it is tiresome blun
dering out Latin descriptions to one who knows 
nothing of Latin beyond what she derives through 
a knowledge of Italian. 

I have made out a list of the plants most worthy 
of attention near us; there are many others in the 
township that I am a stranger to; some there are 
with whose names I am unacquainted. I subjoin a 
slight sketch, not with my pencil but my pen, of 
those flowers that pleased me particularly, or that 
possessed any remarkable qualities. 

The same plants do not ~ow on cleared land that 
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formerly occupied the same spot when it was covered 
with fore~t-trees. A distinct class of veg'etation 
makes its appearance as soon as the fire has passed 
over the ground. 

The same thing may Le remarked with regard to 
the ch'lllg'e that takes place among our forests. As 
one generation falls and decays, new ones of a dif
ferent character ~pring up in their places. This i~ 
illustrated in the circum.,tance of the resinous sub
stance called fat-pine being usually found in places 
where the livillg pine is least abundant, and where 
the ground is occupied by oak, ash, buck, maple, and 
bass-wood. 

The fire-weed, a species of tall thistle of rank and 
unpleasant scent, is the tirst plant that appears when 
the ground has been freed from timbers by fire: if a 
piece of land lies untilled the tirst summer after its 
being' chopped, the following spring shows you a 
smothering' crop of this vile weed. The lIe:--t plant 
you notice is the sumach, with its downy ~talks, and 
head of deep crimson whety flowers, forming 
an upright obtuse bunch at the extremity of the 
branches: the leaH'S turn ~carlet towards the latter 
elld of the summer. This shrub, though really very 
ornamental, is regarded as a great pest in old 
clearillf.!.'s, where the roots run aud send up suckers 
in abundance. The raspberry and wild g'ooseberry 
are next seen, and thousands of strawberry plants 
of different varieties carpet the ground, and mingle 
with the grasses of the pastmes. I have been 
obliged this spring to root out with remorseless hand 
hundreds of sarsaparilla plants, and also the cele-
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brated gingseng, which grows abundantly in our 
woods: it used formerly to be an article of export 
to China from the States, the root being held in 
high estimation by the Chinese. 

Last week I noticed a succulent plant that made 
its appearance on a dry sandy path in my garden; it 
seems to me a variety of the hour-blowing mesem
bryanthium. It has increased so rapidly that it 
already covers a large space; the branches con
verging from the ceiltre of the plant, and sending 
forth shoots from every joint. The leaves are rather 
small, three-sided and pointed, thick and juicy, 
yielding a green liquor when bruised like the com
mon sedums. The ~ialks are thick and round, of a 
bl"ight red, and trail along the ground; the leayes 
spring from e:tch joint, and with them a constant 
succession of yellow starry flowers, that close in an 
hour or so from the time they first unfold. I shall 
send you some of the seed of this plant, as I per
ceived a number of little green pods that looked like 
the buds, but which, on openinf!,', proved to be the 
seed-vessels. This plant covers the earth like a thick 
mat, and, I am told, is rather troublesome where it 
likes the soil. 

I regret that among my dried plants I could not 
preserve some specimens of our superb water-lilies 
and irises; but they were too large and too juicy to 
dry well. As I cannot send you my favourites, I 
must describe them to you. 

The first, then, is a magnificent water-lily, that I 
have called by way of distinction the "queen of the 
lakes," for she sits a crown "upon the waters. This 
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magnificent flower is about the size of a mode
rately large dahlia; it is double to the heart; every 
row of petals diminishing by degrees in ~'ize, and 
gradually deepening in tint from the purest white 
to the brightest lemon colour. The buds are 
very lovely, and may be seen below the surface of 
the water, in different stages of forwardness from 
the closely-folded uud, wrapped in its olive-green 
calix, to the half-blown flower, ready to emerge 
from its watery prison, and in all its virgin beauty 
expand its snowy bosom to the sun and genial air. 
Nor is the beauty of the flower its sole attraction: 
when unfolded it gives out a rich perfume not unlike 
the smell of fresh lemons. The leaves are also wor
thy of attention: at first they are of a finp. dark 
green, but as the flower decays, the leaf changes its 
hue to a vivid crimson. Where a large bed of these 
lilies grow closely together, they give quite a sanguine 
appearance to the waters, that is distinguishable at 
some distance. 

The yellow species of this plant is also very hand
some, though it wants the silken texture and delicate 
colour of the former; I call this the" water-king."' 
The flower presents a deep golden-coloured cup, 
the concave petals of which are clouded in the centre 
with a dark reddish·brown, that forms a striking 
contrast to the gay anthers, which are wry nume
rous, and turn back from the centre of the flower, 
falling lik~ fringes of gold one over the other, in 
successive rows, till they fill up the hollow flower
cup. 

The shallows of our lakes abound with a variety of 
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elegant aquatic plants: I know not a more lovely 
sight than one of these floating g·ardens. Here you 
shall behold near the shore a bed of azure fleur-de~ 
lis, from the palest pearl colour varying to the 
darkest purple. Nearer in shore, in the shallowest 
water, the rose~coloured persecaria sends up its beau~ 
tiful spikes trailing below the surface; you see the 
red stalks and smooth dark green leaves veined 
underneath with rosy red: it is a very charming' 
variety of this beautiful species of plants. Then a 
bed of my favourite white lilies, all in full bloom, 
floating on the water, with their double flowers 
expanding to the sun; near these, and rising in 
stat~ly pride, a tall plant, with dark green spear~ 

shaped leaves, and thick spike of bright blue flowers, 
is seen. I cannot discover the name of this very 
grand~looking flower, and I neglected to examine 
its botanical construction; so can g'ive you 110 clue 
by which to discover its name or species. 

Our rice~beds are far from being unworthy of ad
miration; seen from a distance they look like low 
gTeen islands on the lakes; on passing through one 
of these rice~beds when the rice is in flower, it has a 
beautiful appearance with its broad grassy leaves and 
light waving spikes, garnished with pale yellow g-reen 
blossoms, delicately shaded with reddish purple, fi'om 
beneath which fall three elegant straw~coloured 
anthers, which move with every breath of air 01: 
sliO'htest motion of the waters. I g'athered several 

~ 

spikes when only just opened, but the tiresome 
things fell to pieces directly they became dry. Next 
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summer I will make another attempt at preserving 
them, and it may be with better success. 

The low shore of the lake is a complete shrubbery. 
We have a yery pretty St. John's-wort, with handsome 
yellow flowers. The white and pink spiral frutex 
also abounds with some exquisite upright honey
suckles, shrubby plants about three feet in hei~'ht; 
the blossoms grow in pairs or by fours, and hang 
beneath the light gTeen leaves; elegant trumpet
shaped flowers of a delicate gTeenish white, \\lticlt are 
succeeded by ruby· coloured berries. On gathering a 
branch of this plant, you cannot but be struck with 
the elegant arrangement of the flowers along' the 
under part of the stalks. The two blossoms are con
nected at the nectary of each in a singular manner. 
The Americans call this honeysuckle "twinflower.·' 
I ha\"e seen some of the flowers of this plant pale 
pink: on the whole it is one of the most ornamental 
shrubs \\e have. I transplanted ~ome young trees 
into my garden last spring; they promise to live 
and do well. I do not find any description of this 
shrub in Pursh's Flora, but know it to be a species of 
honeysuckle. from the class and order, the shape and 
colour of the leayes, the stalks, the trumpet-shaped 
blossom and the fruit; all bearing a resem Llance to 
our honeysuckles in some degree. There is a tall 
upright bush, bearing large yellow trumpet-shaped 
flowers, spring'ing from the extremities of the branches; 
the imolucrum forms a boat-shaped cup that encircles 
the flowers from which they seem to spring, some
thing after the manner of the scarlet trumpet-honey-
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suckle. The leaves and blossoms of this plant are 
coarse, and by no means to compare to the former. 

We have a great variety of curious orchises, some 
brown and yellow, others pale flesh-coloured, striped 
with crimson. There is one species grows to the 
heig·ht of two feet, bearing long spikes of pale purple 
flowers; a white one with most fragrant smell, and a 
delicate pink one with round head of blossoms, finely 
fringed like the water-pinks that grow in our 
marshes; this is a very pretty flower, and grows in 
the beawr meadows. 

Last autumn I observed in the pine-wood near us 
a very curious plant; it came up with naked brown 
stems, branching off like some miniature tree; the 
stalks of this plant were brown, slightly freckled and 
beset with little knobs. I watched the progTess of 
maturity in this strange plant with some degTee of 
interest, towards the latter end of October; the little 
knobs, which consisted of two angular hard cases, not 
unlike, when fully opened, to a boat in shape, 
burst asunder and displayed a pale straw-coloured 
chaffy substance that resembled fine saw-dust: these 
must have been the anthers, but they bore more 
resem blance to seeds; this singular flower would 
have borne examination with a microscope. One 
peculiarity that I observed, was, that on pulling up a 
plant with its roots, I found the blossol11s open under 
ground, springing up from the lowest part of the 
flower-stems, and just as far advanced to maturity as 
those that grew on the upper stalks, excepting that 
they were somewhat blanched, from being covered 
up from the air. I can fiDd no description of this 
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plant, nor any person but myself seems to haw taken 
notice of it. The specimen I had 011 beillg' urie(l 
became so brittle that it fell to pieces. 

I have promised to collect some of the most singulal" 
of our native f1m\ers fI)r one of the Professors of 
Botany in the Edinburgh University. 

We have a wry handsome plant that bears the 
closest affinity to our potatoe in its floral construction; 
it grows to the heig'ht of two or three feet in favourable 
situations, and sends up many branches; the blossoms 
are larg'e, purely white, freckled near the bottom of the 
corolla with brownish yellow spots; the corolla is un
divided; this is evidently the same plallt as the 
cultivated potatoe, though it does not appear to form 
apples at the root. The fruit is wry handsome, elrg
shaped, of a beautiful apricot colour \\hen ripe, and 
of a shining tempting appearance; the smell, however, 
betrays its poisonous nature; on opening one of the 
fruits you find it consists of a soft pulp filled with 
shining black seeds. The plant continues in blossom 
from June till the first frosts wither the leaves; it is 
far less coarse than the potatoe; the flower, when full 
blown, is about the size of a half-crown, and quite 
flat; I think it is what you call salver-shaped; it 
delights in light loamy soil, growing on the upturned 
roots of fallen trees, where the ground is inclined 
to be sandy. I have never seen this plant elsewhere 
than on our own fallow. 

The hepatica is the first flower of the Canadian 
spring; it gladdens us with its tints of azure, pink, 
and white, early in April, soon after the snows have 
melted from the earth. The Canadians call it snow-
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flower, from its coming so soon after the snow disap
pears. We see its goay tufts of flowers in the open 
cIenrings and the deep recesses of the forests; its 
leaves are also an enduring ornament through the 
open months of the year; you see them on every 
grassy mound and mos;:.y root: the shades of blue 
are very various and delicate, the white anthers form
ing a lovely contrast with the blue petals. 

The wood-cress, or as it is called by some, ginger
cress, is a pretty white cruciform flower; it is highly 
aromatic in flavour; the root is white and fleshy, 
having the pung"ency of horseradish. The leaves are 
of a sad green, sharply notched, and divided in three 
lobes; the leaves of some of them are slightly varie
gated; the plant delights in rich moist vegetable 
mould, especially on low and slightly swampy ground; 
the flower-stalk is sometimes naked, sometimes leafed, 
and is crowned with a loose spike of whitish cruci
form flowers. 

There.is a cress that gTOWS in pretty green tufts at 
the bottom of the waters in the creeks and small 
rivulets: it is more delicate and agreeable in flavour 
than any of the land-cresses; the leaves are of a pale 
tender green, winged and slender; the plant looks 
like a green cushion at the bottom of the water. The 
flowers are yellow, cruciform, and insignificant; it 
makes a very acceptable salad in the early spring, and 
at the fall of the year. There are also several species 
of land-cress, and plants resembling some of the 
cabbag'e tribes, that mig'ht be used as spring vege
tables. There are several species of spinach, one 
known here by the name f)f lamb's quarter, that grows 
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in A'reat profusion about our garden, and in rich soil 
rises to two feet, and is very lu.xuriant in its foliage; 
the leaves are covererl with a white rough powder. 
The top shoots and tender parts of this vegetable are 
boiled with pork, and, in place of a more delicate 
pot-herb, is very useful. 

Then we have the Indian turnip; this is a very 
handsome arum, the root of which resembles the 
capava, I am told, when boiled: the leaves of this 
arum are handsome, slightly tinged with purple. The 
spathe is of a lively green, striped with purple: the 
Indians use the root as a medicine, and also as an 
esculent; it is often eaten by the settlers as a vegetable, 
but I never tasted it myself. Pursh calls this species 
Arum alropurpllrellm. 

I must not pass over one of our gTeatest ornaments, 
the strawberry blite, strawberry-bearing spinach, or 
Indian strawberry, as it is variously named. This 
singular plant throws out many branches from one 
stem, these are garnished with handsome leaves, 
resembling in appearance our long-leaved garden 
spinach; the finest of this plant is of a bright crimson, 
pulpy like the strawberry, and containing a number of 
purple seeds, partially em bedderl in the surface, after 
the same manner as the strawberry. The fruit grows 
close to the stalk, completely surrounding it, and 
forming a long spike of the richest crimson berries. 
I have gathered branches a foot in length, closely 
covered with the beautiful looking fruit, and have 
regretted that it was so insipid in its flavour as to 
make it uneatable. On the banks of creeks and in 
rich ground, it grows most luxuriantly, one root 
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sending up twenty or thirty branches, drooping with 
the weight of their magnificent burden. As the 
middle and superior stems ripen and decay, the lateral 
ones come on, presenting a constant succession of fruit 
from July till the frosts nip them off in September. 

The Indians use the juice of this plant as a dye, 
and are said to eat the berries: it is often made use 
of as a substitute for red ink, but it is liable to fade 
unless mingled with alum. A friend of mine told me 
she had been induced to cross a letter she was sending 
to a relative in England with this strawberry ink, but 
not having taken the precaution to fix the colour. 
when the anxiously expected epistle arrived, one-half 
of it proved quite unintelligible, the colours having 
faded nearly to white; so that instead of affording 
satisfaction, it proved only a soprce of vexation and 
embarrassment to the reader, and of mortification to 
the writer. 

The blood-root, sanguinaria, or puccoon, as it is 
termed by some of the native tribes, is worthy of 
attention from the root to the flower. As soon as the 
sun of April has warmed the earth and loosened it 
from its frozen bonds, you may distinguish a number 
of purely white buds, elevated on a naked footstalk, 
and partially enfolded in a handsome vine-shaped 
leaf, of a pale bluish green, curiously veined on the 
under side with pale orange. The leaf springs singly 
from a thick juicy fibrous root, which, on being broken, 
emits a quantity of liquor from its pores of a bright 
orange scarlet colour: this juice is used by the 
Indians as a dye, and also in the cure of rheumatic, 
and cutaneous complaints. The flowers of the san-
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guinaria resemble the white crocus very closely: 
when it first comes up the bud is supported by the 
leaf, and is folded together with it; the flower, how
ever, soon elevates itself above its protector, while 
the leaf having petformed its duty of guardian to 
the tender bud, expands to its full size. A rich 
black vegetable mould at the edges of the clearing's 
seems the favourite soil for this plant. 

The scarlet columbine is another of my favourite 
flowers; it is bright red, with yellow linings to the 
tubes. The nectaries are more elongated than the 
garden columbines, and form a sort of mural crown, 
surmounted with little balls at the tips. A tall graceful 
plant, with its brilliant waving blossoms, is this colum
bine; it ~;ro\\s hoth in the sunshine and the shade, not 
perhaps in deep shady woods, but where the under 
brush has been removed by the running' of the fire 
or the axe of the chopper; it seems even to flourish in 
poor stony soils, and may be found near every 
dwelling. The feathered columbine delights in moist 
open swamps, and the banks of rivulets; it gnm s to 
the height of three, and even four and five feet, 
and is very ornamental. 

Of Violets, \\1:' have every variety of eolour, size and 
shape, looking only the delightful riola odorala of 
our home \H)odlands: yet I know not why we 
should quarrel with these meek daughters of the 
spring, because they want the fragrance of their more 
favoured sisters. 3-IuIlY of your wood-violets, though 
very beautiful, are also devoid of scent; here variety 
of colour ought to make some amends for want of per
fume. We have violets of every shade of blue, some 
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veined with purple, others shaded with darker blue. 
We have the delicate white, pencilled with purple: the 
bright brimstone coloured with black veinings: the 
pale primrose with dark blue veins; the two latter are 
remarkable for the luxuriance and size of the leaves: 
the flowers spring in bunches, several from each joint, 
and are succeeded by large capsules covered with thick 
white cottony down. There is a species of violet that 
grows in the woods, the leaves of which are exceedingly 
large; so are the seed-vessels, but the flower is so small 
and insignificant, that it is only to be observed by a 
close examination of the plant; this has giYen rise to 
the yulgar belief that it blooms under ground. The 
flowers are a pale greenish yellow. Bryant's beautiful 
poem of the Yellow Violet is descriptiYe of the first
mentioned violet. 

There is an elegant viola tricolor, that blooms in 
the autumn; it is the size of a small heart's-ease, and 
is pure white, pale purple, and lilac; the upper petals 
are white, the lower lip purple, and the side wings a 
reddish lilac. I was struck with the elegance of this 
rare flower on ajourney to Peterborough, on my way to 
Cobourg; I was unable to preserve the specimens, 
and have not travelled that road since. The flower 
~rew among wild clover on the open side of the road; 
the leaves were small, roundish, and of a dark sad 
green. 

Of the tall shrubby asters, we have several beautiful 
varieties, with large pale blue lilac, or white flowers; 
others with very small white flowers and crimson 
anthers, which look like tufts of red down, spangled 
with gold-dust; these anthers have a pretty effect, 
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contrasted with the white starry petals. There is one 
variety of the tall asters that I have seen on the 
plains, it has flowers about the size of a sixpence, of 
a soft pearly tint of blue, with brown anthers; this 
plant grows very tall, and branches from the parent 
stem in many graceful flowery boughs; the leaves of 
this species are of a purple red on the under side, and 
inclining to heart-shape; the leaves ancl stalks are 
hairy. 

I am not afraid of wearying you with my floral 
sketches, I haw yet many to describe; among these 
are those elegant little evergreens, that abound in this 
country, under the name of winter-greens, of which 
there are three or four remarkable for beauty of 
foliage, flower, and fruit. One of these winter-greens 
that abounds in our pine-woods is extremely beautiful; 
it seldom exceeds six inches in height; the leaves 
are a bright shining green, of a long narrow oval, 
delicately notched like the edges of a rose-leaf; and 
the plant emerges from beneath the snow in the early 
part of the year, as soon as the first thaw takes place, 
as fresh and verdant as before they were covered up: 
it seems to be a shy blossomer. I have never seen 
specimens of the flowers in bloom but twice; these 
I carefully preserwd for you, but the dried plant 
will afford but an imperfect idea of the original. 
You always called, you know, your dried specimens 
corpses of plants, and said, that when well painted, 
their representations were far more like themselves. 
The flower-stalk rises two or three inches from the 
centre of the plant, and is crowned with round crimson 
buds and blossoms, consisting of five petals, deepening 
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from the palest pink to the brightest blush colour; the 
stigma is of an emerald greenness, forming a slightly 
ribbed turban in the centre, around which are dis
posed ten stamens of an amethyst colour: in short, 
this is one of the p:ems of the floral world, and might 
aptly be compared to an emerald ring, set round with 
amethysts. The contrast of colours in this flower is 
exceedingly pleasing, and the crimson buds and 
shining ever-green leaves are scarcely less to be ad
mired than the flower; itself it would be considered a 
great acquisition to your collection of American shrubs, 
but I doubt if it would flourish when removed from 
the shade of the pine-woods. This plant appears to 
be the Chimaphila corymbosa, or winter-green, de
scribed by Pursh, with some trifling· "Variation in the 
colour of the petals. 

Another of our winter-greens grows in abundance 
on the Rice-Lake plains; the plant does not exceed 
four inches; the flowers are in little loose bunches, 
pale greenish white, in shape like the blossom of the 
arbutus; the berries are bright scarlet, and are known 
by the name of winter-berry, and partridge-berry; 
this must be Gualtheria pro~mbt:ns. But a more 
beautiful little evergreen of the same species is to be 
found in our cedar swamps, under the name of 
pigeon-berry; it resembles the arbutus in leaf and 
flower more closely than the former plant; the 
scarlet berry is inserted in a scarlet cup or re
ceptacle, divided at the edge in five points; it is 
fleshy, seeming to partake of the same nature as the 
fruit. The blossoms of this elegant little shrub, like 
the arbutus, of which it looks like the miniature, 
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appear in drooping bunches at the same time the 
ripened berry of the former year is in perfection; this 
circumstance adds not a little to the charm of the 
plant. If I mistake not, this is the Gualtheria Shalloll, 
which Pursh likens to the arbutus: this is also one 
of our winter-greens. 

There is another pretty trailing plant, with delicate 
little funnel-shaped flowers, and a profusion of small 
dark green round buds, slightly variegated, and bright 
red berries, which are produced at the extremities of the 
branches. The blossoms of this plant grow in pairs, 
closely connected at the germen; so much so, that the 
scarlet fruit that supersedes the flowers appears like a 
double berry, each berry containing the seeds of both 
flowers and a double eye. The plant is also called 
ninter-goreen, or twin-berry; it resembles none of the 
other "inter-greens; it grows in mossy woods, trailing 
along· the ground, appearing to delight in covering 
little hillocks and inequalities of the ground. In 
elegance of growth, delicacy of flower, and brightness 
of berry, this winter-green is little inferior to any of 
the fCJrmer. 

There is a plant in our woods, known by the names 
of man-drake, may-apple, and duck's-foot: the bo
tanical name of the plant is Podophyllum; it be
longos to the class and order Polyalldria mOllogynia. 
The blossom is yellowish white, the corolla consisting 
of six petals; the fruit is oblong; when ripe, of a 
greenish yellow; in size that of an olive, or large 
damson; when fully ripe it has the flavour of preserved 
tamarind, a pleasant brisk acid; it appears to be a shy 
bearer, though it increases rapidly in rich moist woocl-
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lands: The leaves come up singly, are palmated and 
shade the ground very much when a number of them 
grow near each other; the stalk supports the leaf from 
the centre: when they first appear above the ground, 
they resemble a folded umbrella or parasol, all the 
edges of the leaves bending' downward, by degrees 
expanding into a slightly convex canopy. The fruit 
would make a delicate preserve with sugar. 

The lily tribe offer an extensive variety from the 
most minute to the very largest flowers. The red 
martagon grows abundantly on our pl~ins; the dog\
tooth violet, ErythroniurIl, with its spotted leaves and 
bending yellow blossom, delicately dashed with crimson 
spots within, and marked with fine purple lines on the 
outer part of the petal, proves a great attraction in 
our woods, where these plants increase: they form a 
beautiful bed; the leaves come up singly, one from each 
separate tuber. There are two varieties of this flower, 
the pale yellow, with neither spots nor lines, and the deep 
yellow with both; the anthers of this last are reddish
orange, and thickly covered with a fine powdery sub
stance. The daffodil of our woods is a delicate 
bending flower, of a pale yellow; the leaves grow up 
the flower-stalk at intervals; three or more flowers 
usually succeed each other at the extremity of the 
stalk: its height is from six to eight inches; it delights 
in the deep shade of moist woods. This seems to 
unite the description of the jonquil and daffodil. 

A very beautiful plant of the lily tribe abounds 
both in our woods and clearings; for want of a better 
name, I call it the douri-lily, though it is widely 
spread over a great portion of the continent. The 
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Americans term the white and red varieties of this 
species, the" white" and "red death." The flower is 
either deep red, or of a dazzling white, though the 
latter is often found stained with a delicate blush-pink, 
or a deep goreen; the latter appears to be caused 
by the calix running into the petal. Wherefore 
it bears so formidable a name has not yet transpired. 
The flower consists of three petals, the calix three; 
it belongs to the class and order Hexandria mono
gynia .. style, three-cleft; seed-vessel of three yalves; 
soil, dry woods and cleared lands; leaves growing in 
three, springing from the joints, large round, but a 
little pointed at the extremities. 

We ha \e lilies of the ,·alley, and their cousins the 
Solomon's seals, a small flowered turk's-cap, of pale 
primrose colour, with an endless variety of small 
flowers of the lily tribe, remarkable for beauty of 
foliage or delicacy of form. 

Our Ferns are very elegant and numerous; I have 
no less than eight different specimens, gathered from 
our immediate neighbourhood, some of which are 
e:-. tremely elegant, especially one that I call the" fairy 
fern," from its lightness. One elastic stem, of a 
purplish-red colour, supports seyeral light branches, 
which are subdivided and furnished with innumerable 
leafets; each leafet has a footstalk, that attaches it to the 
oranch, of so slig'ht and hair-like a substance that the 
least breath of air sets the whole plant in motion. 

Could we but imagine Canada to have been the 
scene of fairy rewIs, we should declare that these 
graceful ferns were well suited to shade the elfin court 
of Oberon and Titania. 
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When this fern first appears above the ground, it is 
scarcely to be distinguished from the decaying wood 
of the fallen pines; it is then of a light reddish brown, 
curiously curled up. In May and June, the leaves 
unfold, and soon assume the most delicate tint of 
green; they are almost transparent: the cattle are 
very fond of this fern. 

The mocassin flower or lady's-slipper (mark the 
odd coincidence between the common name of the 
American and English species) is one of our most 
remarkable flowers; both on account of its beauty 
and its singularity of structure. Our plains and dry 
sunny pastures produce several varieties; among these, 
the Cypripedillm pubescens, or yellow mocassin, and 
the C. Arietinum are the most beautiful of the species. 
The colour of the lip of the former is a lively 
canary yellow, dashed with. deep crimson spots. The 
upper petals consist of two short and two long; in 
texture and colour resembling the sheath of some of 
the narcissus tribe; the short ones stand erect, like a 
pair of ears; the long or lateral pair are three times 
the length of the former, very narrow, and elegantly 
twisted, like the spiral horns of the Walachian ram: 
on raising a thick yellow fleshy sort of lid, in the 
middle of the flower, you perceive the exact face of an 
Indian hound, perfect in all its parts,-the eyes) nose. 
and mouth; below this depends an open sack, 
slightly gathered round at the opening, which gives 
it a hollow and prominent appearance; the inside of 
this bag is delicately dashed with deep crimson, or 
black spots: the stem of the flower is thick towards 
the upper part, and takes a direct bend; the leaves 
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are large oval, a little pointed and ribbed; the plant 
scarcely exceeds six inches: the elegant colour and 
silken texture of the lower lip or bag renders this 
flower yery much more beautiful to my taste than the 
purple and white Yariety, though the latter is much 
more striking on arcount of the size of the flower and 
leaves, besides the contrast between the white and 
red, or white and purple colours. 

The formation of this species resembles the other, 
only with this difference, the horns are not twisted, 
and the face is that of a monkey; even the comical 
expression of the animal is preserved with such ad
mirable fidelity, ,as to draw a smile from every 
one that sees the odd restless-looking Yisage, with 
its prominent round black eyes peering forth from 
under its covering. 

These plants belong to class and order Gynandria 
diandria; are described with some little variation by 
Pursh, who, huweyer, likens the face of the latter to 
that of a sheep: if a sheep sat for the picture, me
thinks it must have been the most mischievous of the 
flock. 

There is a curious aquatic plant that grows in 
shallow, stagnant, or slow-flowing waters; it wiII con
tain a full wine-glass of water. A poor soldier brought 
it to me, and told me it resembled a plant he used to 
see in Eg'ypt, that the soldiers called the "Soldier's 
drinking-rup;" and many a good draught of pure 
water, he said, I have drank from them, 

Another specimen was presented me by a gentle
man, who k new my predilection for strange plants; he 
very aptly gave it the name of " Pitcher-plant;" it 
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very pl'Obably belongs to the tribe that bear that 
name. 

The flowers that afford the most decided perfumes 
are our wild roses, which possess a delicious scent: 
the milk-weed, which gives out a smell not unlike the 
night-blowing stock; the purple monarda, which is 
fragrance itself from the root to the flower, and even 
aner months' exposure to the wintry atmosphere; its 
dried leaves and seed-vessels are so sweet as to impart 
perfume to your hands or clotheso All our :Mints are 
strong scented: the lily of the \alley is remarkable 
for its fine smell; then there is my queen of the 
lakes, and her consort, the water-kingo, with many 
other flowers I cannot now enumerateo Certain it is 
that among such a vast assemblage of fio\vers, there 
are, comparatively, wry few that are gifted with 
fragrant scentso Some of our forest-trees give out a 
fine perfumeo I ha\e often paused in my w.alks to 
inhale the fragrance fioom a cedar swamp on some 
sunny day while the boughs were still wet with the 
dew-dl'Ops or recently fallen shower. 

Nor is the balsam-poplar, or tacamahac, less de
ligohtfully fi-uf?,"rant, especially while the gummy buds 
are just begoinning to unfold; this is an elegoant 
gl'Owing tree, where it has room to expand into 
boughso It grows chiefly on the shores of the lakes 
and in open swamps, but it also forms one of the 
attractions of our plains, with its silver bark and wav
ing foliage; it emits a resinous clear gum in trans
parent golobules on the bark, and the buds are covered 
with a highly aromatic gummy fluido 

Our Grasses are hi!§hly interesting; there are va
Q 
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rieties that are wholly new to me, and when dried 
form the most eleg'ant ornaments to our chimney
pieces, and would look very graceful on a lady's head; 
only fashioni~t~ al\\ays prefer the artificial to the 
natural. 

One or two ~pecies of grass that I have gathered 
bear a close but of course minute resemblance to the 
Indian corn, h:t\ ing a top feather and eight-sided 
spike of little grains disposed at the side-joints. The 
.~i.~yrinchillrn, or Llue-eyed grass, is a pretty ljttle 
flower of an azure blue, with g'olden spot at the base 
of eac~ petal; the leaH'S are flat, stiff, and flag-like; 
this pretty flower gTows in tufts on lig'ht sandy soils. 

I ha\c gi\en you a description of the flowers most 
worthy of attention; and, though it is very probable 
some of my descriptions may not be exactly in the 
technical languag'e of the correct botanist, I have at 
least described them as they appear. 

My dear boy seems already to have a taste for 
flowers, which I shall encourage as much as possible. 
It is a study that tends to refine and purify the mind, 
and can be made, by simple steps, a ladder to heaven, 
as it were, by teaching a child to look with love and 
admiration to that bountiful God who created and 
made flowers so fair to adorn and fi'Uctify this earth. 

Farewell, my dear sister. 
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LETTER XV. 

Recapitulatiun of various Tupics.-Progl"l'ss of Settlement.-C,mad:l, the 
Land of Hope.-Visit to the Family or a ),"aval Officer.-Squirrels.
Yisit to, and "tilly of, au Emiglant Clergyman.-His early Ditliculties.
The Temper, Disposition, and Habits ot" Emigrants essential Ingredients 
in Failnre or Success. 

SeptemlJer the 20th, 1834. 

I PROMISED when I parted from you before I left 
England to write as soon as I could give you any 
satisfactory accouut of our settlement in thi~ country. 
I shall do my best to redeem that promise, and for
ward you a slight sketch of our proceedings, with such 
remarks on the natural features of the place in which 
we have fixed our abode, as I think likely to afford 
you interest or amusement. Prepare your patience, 
then, my dear friend, for a long' and rambling epistle, 
in which I may possibly prO\ L' somewhat of a W ill-o '
the-wisp, and having' made you follow me iu my de
sultory wanderings,-

Over hill, over dale, 
Through bush, through briar, 

Over park, OVt:T pall', 
Through flood, thl'ough fire,-

Possibly leave you in the midst of a big cedar swamp, 
or among the pathless mazes of our wild woods, with
out' a clue to guide you, or even a blaze to light you 
on your way. 

You will have heard, through my letters to my deaf 
Q2 
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mother, of our safe arrhal at Quebec, of my illness at 
Montreal, of all our adwntures and misadventures 
during our journey up the country, till after much 
weary wandering we finally found a home and rest
ing-place with a kind relative, whom it was our hap
piness to meet after a separation of many years. 

As my husband was anxious to settle in the neigh
bourhood of one so nearly connected with me, think
ing it would rob the woods of some of the loneliness 
that most women complain so bitterly of, he purchased 
a lot of land on the shores of a beautiful lake, one of 
a chain of small lakes belonging to the Otanabee 
river. 

Here, then, we are established, having now some 
five-and-twenty acres deared, and a nice house built. 
Our situation is wry agreeable, and each day increases 
it.'> value. When we first carne up to live in the bush, 
with the exception of S , here were but two or 
three settlers near us, and no roads cut out. The 
only road that was available for bring'ing up goods 
from the nearest town was on the opposite side of the 
waler, which was obliged to be crossed on a log, or 
birch-bark canoe; the former is nothing better than 
a large pine-log hollowed with the axe, so as to con
tain three or four persons; it is flat-bottomed, and 
very narrow, on which account it is much used on these 
shallow waters. The birch canoe is made of sheets of 
birch bark, ingeniously fashioned and sewn together 
by the Indians with the tough roots of the cedar, 
young pine, or larch (tamarack, as it is termed by the 
Indians); it is exceedingly light, so that it can be 
carried by two persons easily, or even by one. These, 

.-
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then, were om ferry-boats, and yery frail they are, and 
require great nicety in their management; they are 
worked in the water with paddles, either kneeling or 
standing. The squaws are yery expert in the ma
nagement of the canoes, and preserve their balance 
with admirable skill, standing up while they impel the 
little bark with great velocity through the water. 

Very great is the change that a few years have 
effected in our situation. A number of highly respec
table settlers have purchased land along the shores (If 
these lal,es, so that we no longer want society. The 
roads are now cut several miles above us, and thoug'h 
far from good can be tra yelled by waggons and sleighs, 
an( are, at all events, better than none. 

A village has slarted up where formerly a thick 
pine-wood covered the ground; we have now within 
a short distance of us an excellent saw-mill, a grist
mill, and store, with a large tavern and many good 
dwellings. A fine timber bridge, on stone piers, was 
erected last year to connect the opposite townships 
and lessen the distance to and from Peterborough; 
and though it was unfortunately swept away early last 
spring by the unusual rising of the Otanabee lakes, 
a new and more substantial one has risen upon the 
ruins of the f()rmer, through the activity of an enter
prising young- Scotchman, the founder of the villag·e. 

But the grand work that is, sooner or later, to raise 
this portion of the district fi'om its present obscmity, 
is the opening' a line of na\igation fi'om Lake Huron 
through Lal{e Simcoe, and so through our chain of 
small lakes to Rice Lake, and finally through the Trent 
to the Bay of Quinte.· This noble work would prove 
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of incalculable advantage, by opening a direct commu
nication between Lake Huron and the inland town
ships at the back of the Ontario with the St. Laurence. 
This project has already been under the consideration 
of the Governor, and is at present exciting great in
terest in the country: sooner or later there is little 
doubt but that it will be carried into effect. It pre
~i(,lIts some difficulties and expense, but it would be 
greatly to the a(hanta!.~;e and prosperity of the coun
try, and be the mealls of settling many of the back 
townships bordering upon these lakes. 

I must leaw it to abler persons than myself to dis· 
cuss at large the policy and expediency of the measure; 
but as I suppose you have no intention of emigrating 
to our backwoods, you will be contented with my cur
sory view of the matter, and believe, as in friendship 
you are bound to do, that it is a desirable thing to 
open a market for inland produce. 

Canada is the land of hope; here every thing- is 
new; every thing going forward; it is scarcely pos
sible for arts, sciences, agriculture, manufactures, to 
retrograde; they must keep adyaneing; though in 
some situations the progress may seem slow, in others 
they are proportionabl~' rapid. 

There is a constant excitement on the minds of 
emig'fants, particularly in the partially settled town
ships, that g'reatly assists in keeping them from de
sponding. The arrival of some enterprising/person 
g'iycs a stimulus to those about him: a profitable spe
culation is started, and 10, the value of the land in the 
vicinity rises to double and treble what it was thought 
worth before; so that, without any design of befriend-



VISIT TO A NAVAL OFFICER'S FAMILY. '259 

ing his neighbours, the schemes of one settler being 
carried into effect shall benefit a great number. We 
have already felt the beneficial effect of the access of 
respectable emigrants locating themsehes in this 
township, as it has already increased the value of our 
own land in a three-fold degTee. 

All this, my dear friend, you will say is very well, 
and might afford su~ject for a wise discussion between 
grave men, but will hardly amuse us women; so 
pray turn to some other theme, and just tell me how 
you contrive to pass your time among the bears and 
wolves of Canada. 

One lovely day last June I went by water to yisit 
the bride of a young naval officer, who had purchased 
a very pretty lot of land some two miles higher up the 
lake; our party consisted of my husband, baby, and 
myself; we met a few pleasant friends, and enjoyed 
our excursion much. Dinner was laid out in the stoup, 
which, as you may not know what is meant by the 
word, I must tell you that it means a sort of wide 
verandah, supported on pillars, often of unbar ked 
logs; the floor is either of earth beaten hard, or plank; 
the roof covered with sheets of bark or else shingled. 
These stoups are of Dutch origin, and were intro
duced, I have been told, by the first Dutch settlers 
in the states, since which they have found their way 
all over the colonies. 

Wreathed with the scarlet creeper, a native plant 
of our woods and wilds, the wild vine, and also with the 
hop, which here grows luxuriantly, with no labour or 
attention to its culture, these stoups have a very rural 
appearance; in summer serving the purpose of an 
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open ante-room, in which you can take your meals 
and enjoy the fanning breeze without being incon
venienced by the extreme heat of the noon-day sun. 

The situation of the house was remarkably well 
chosen, just on the summit of a little eleyated plain, 
the ground sloping "ith a steep descent to a little 
yalley, at the bottom of which a brig-ht rill of water 
diyided the g-arden from the opposite corn-fields, 
which clothed a corresponding bank. In front of the 
stoup, "here we dined, the garden was laid out with 
a smooth plot of gTass, surrounded with borders of 
Rowers, and separated from a ripening field of wheat 
by a lig-ht railed fence, oyer which the luxuriant hop
yine flung its tendrils and graceful blossoms. Now 
I must tell you the hop is cultivated for the purpose 
of making a barm for raising bread. As you take 
g-reat interest in housewifery concerns, I shall send 
you a recipe for what we call hop-rising*. 

The Yankees use a fermentation of salt, flour, and 
warm water or milk; but though the salt-rising 
makes beautiful bread to look at, being far whiter 
and firmer than the hop-yeast bread, there is a pecu
liar flavour imparted to the flour that does not please 
eYery one's taste, and it is \Cry difficult to get your 
s:tlt-rising to work in very cold weather. 

And now, haying digressed while I gave you my 
recipes, I shall step back to my party within the 
stoup, 'rhich, I can assure you, was ,-ery pleasant, 
and most cordially di!:'posed to enjoy the meeting. 
'Ye had books and drawillgs, and good store of 
pretty Indian toys, the collection of many long 

.. Se~ Appendix. 
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voyages to distant shores, to look at and admire. 
Soon after sun-set we walked down through the 
woods to the landing at the lake shore, where we 
found our bark canoe ready to convey us home. 

During our voyage, just at the head of the rapids, 
our attention was drawn to some small object in the 
water, moving very swiftly along; there were various 
opinions as to the swimmer, some thinking it to be 
a water-snake, others a squirrel, or a musk-rat; a 
few swift strokes of the paddles brought us up so as 
to intercept the passage of the little voyager; it 
proved to be a fine red squirrel, bound on a voyage 
of discovery from a neighbouring island. The little 
animal, with a courage and address that astonished 
his pursuers, instead of seeking safety in a different 
dIrection, sprung lightly on the point of the uplifted 
paddle, and from thence with a bound to the head of 
my astonished baby, and having gained my shoulder, 
leaped again into the water, and made direct for the 
shore, never having deviated a single point from the 
line he was swimming in when he first came in sight 
(If our canoe. I was surprised and amused by the 
agility and courage displayed by this innocent crea
ture; I could hardly have given credence to the cir
cumstance, had I not been an eye-witness of its con
duct, and moreover been wetted plentifully on my 
shoulder by the sprinkling of water from his coat. 

Perhaps you may think my squirrel anecdote incre
dible; but I can vouch for the truth of it on my own 
personal experience, as I not only saw but also felt 
it: the black squirrels are most lovely and elegant 
animals, considerablf larger than the red, the grey~ 

Q5 
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and the striped: the latter are called by the Indians 
" chit-munks." . 

We were robbed greatly by these little depredators 
last summer; the red squirrels used to carry off great 
quantities of our Indian corn not only from the stalks, 
while the trop was ripening, but they even came into 
the house through some chinks in the log-w~lls, and 
carried otf vast quantities of the grain, stripping it 
wry adl'Oitly from the cob, and conveying the grain 
away to their storehouses in some hollow log or sub
terranean g-ranary. 

These little animals are very fond of the seeds of 
t:le pumpkins, and you will see the soft creatures 
whisking about among the cattle, carrying away the 
seeds as they are scattered by the beasts in breaking 
the pumpkins: they also delight in the seeds of the 
sunflowers, which g-row to a g'igantic height in our 
gardens and clearings. The fowls are remarkably fond 
of the sunflower-seeds, and I saved the plants with 
the intention of laying- up a good store of winter food 
for Illy poor chicks. One day I went to cut the ripe 
heads, the largest of which was the size of a large 
dessert-plate, but found two wicked red squirrels 
busily employed gathering in the seeds, not for me, 
be sure, but themselws. Not contented with pick
ing out the seeds, these little thieves dexterously 
sawed through the stalks, and conveyed away whole 
heads at once: so bold were they that they would not 
desist when I approached till they had secured their 
object, and, encumbered with a load twice the weig'ht 
of their own agile bodies, ran with a swiftness along 
the rails, and over root, stump. and log, till they 
eluded my pursuit. 
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Great was the indignation expressed by this 
thrifty little pair on returning again for another load 
to find the plant divested of the heads. I had cut 
what r~mained and put them in a basket in the sun, 
on a small block in the garden, close to the open 
glass-door, on the steps of which I was sitting shell
ing some seed·beans, when the squirrels drew my 
attention to them by their sharp scolding notes, ele
vating their fine feathery tails and expressing the 
most lively indignation at the invasion: they were 
not long before they discovered the Indian basket 
with the ravished treasure; a few rapid movements 
brought the little pair to the rails within a few paces 
of me and the sunflower-heads; here, then, they 
paused, and sitting up looked in my face with the 
most imploring gestures. I was too much amused 
by their perplexity to help them, but turning away 
my head to speak to the child, they darted forward, 
and in another minute had taken possession of one 
of the largest of the heads, which they conveyed away, 
first one carrying it a few yards, then the other, it 
being too bulky for one alone to carry it far at a time. 
In short, I was so well amused by watching their 
manamvres that I suffered them to rob me of all my 
store. I saw a little family of tiny squirrels at play 
in the spring on the top of a hollow log, and really I 
think they were, without exception, the liveliest, most 
graceful cr~atures I ner lool~d upon. 

The flying· squirrel is a native of our woods, and 
exceeds in beauty, to my mind, any of the tribe. Its 
colour is the softest, most delicate tint of grey; the 
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fur thick and short, and as silken as velvet; the eyes 
like all the squirrel kind, are larg·e, full, and soft 
the whiskers and long· hail' about the nose Llaek; 
the membrane that assists this little animal in it-; 
flight is white and delieately soft in texture, like the 
fur of the chinehilla; it forms a ridge of fur between 
the fore and hind legs; the tail is like an eleg-ant 
broad grey feather. I W~\s agreeably surprised by the 
appearance of this exquisite little creature; the pic
tures I had seen ~..::i\"i ng it a most inelegant and bal-

Plying i'i'l"irrt'l. 
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like look, almost disgusting. The young ones are 
easily tamed, and are very playful and affectionate 
when under confinement. 

How my little friend Emily would delight in such 
a pet! Tell her if ever I ~hould return to dear old 
Eng'land, I will try to procure one for her; but at 
present she must be contented with the stuffed spe
cimens of the black, red, and striped squirrels which 
I enclose in my parcel. I wish I could offer you any 
present more valuable, but our arts and manufactures 
being entirely British, with the exception of the 
Indians' toys, I should find it a difficult matter to 
send you any thing worth your attention; therefore 
I am obliged to have recourse to the natural pro
ductions of our woods as tokens of remembrance to 
our friends at homf, for it is ever thus we speak of 
the land of our birth. 

You wish to know if I am happy and con
tented in my situation, or jf my heart pines after my 
native land. I will answer you candidly, and say 
that, as far as regards matters ~f taste, early asso
ciation, and all those holy ties of kindred, and old 
affections that make "home" in all countries, and 
among all nations in the world, a hallowed spot, 
I must ever give the preference to Britain. 

On the other hand, a sense of the duties I have 
chosen, and a feeling of conformity to one's situation, 
lessen the regret I might be inclined to indulge in. 
Besides, there are new and delightful ties that bind 
me to Canada: I have enjoyed much domestic hap
piness since I came hither i-and is it not the birth
place of my dear child? Have I not here first 



268 BACKWOODS OF CANADA. 

tasted the rapturous delight arising from maternal 
feelings? When my eye rests on my smiling dar
ling, or I feel his warm breath upon my cheek, I 
would not exchange the joy that fills my breast for 
any pleasure the world could offer me. "But this 
feeling is not confined to the solitude of your Cana
dian forests, my dear friend;' you "ill say. I know 
it; but here there is nothing to interfere with your 
little nursling;. You are not tempted by the plea
sures of a gay world to forget your duties as a 
mother; there i-; nothing to supplant him in your 
heart; his presence endears eYery place; and you 
learn to love the spot that gave him birth, and to 
think with complacency upon the country, because it 
is his country; and in looking forward to his future 
welfare you naturally become doubly interested in 
the place that is one day to be his. 

Perhaps I rather estimate the country 1y my own 
feelings; and when I find, by impartial survey of 
my present life, that I am to the full as happy, if not 
really happier, than I was in the old country, I can
not uut value it. 

Possibly, if I were to enter into a detail of the 
advantages I possess, they would appear of a very 
negative character in the eyes of persons revelling 
in all the splendour and luxury that wealth could 
procure, in a country in which nature and art are so 
eminently favourable towards what is usually termed 
the pleasures of life; but I never was a votary at 
the shrine of luxury or fashion. A round of com
pany, a routine of pleasure, were to me sources of 
weariness, if not of disgust. "There's nothing in all 
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this to satisfy the heart," says Schiller; and I admit 
the force of the sentiment. 

I was too much inclined to spurn with impatience 
the fetters that etiquette and fashion are wont to 
impose on society, till they rob its followers of all 
freedom and independence of will; and they soon are 
obliged to live for a world that in secret they despise 
and loathe, for a world, too, that usually regards them 
with contempt, beeause they dare not act with an 
independence, which would be crushed directly it was 
displayed. 

And I must freely confess to you that I do prize and 
enjoy mypresent liberty in this country exceedingly: in 
this we possess an advantage mer you, and over those 
that inhabit the towns and \illages in this country, 
where I see a ridiculous attempt to keep up an appear
ance that is quite foreign to the situation of those that 
practise it. Few, very few, are the emigrants that 
come to the colonies, unless it is with the view of 
realizing an independence for themselves or their 
children. Those that could atford to live in ea!:e at 
home, believe me, would never cxpm'e themselves to 
the privations and disagreeable consequences of a 
settler's life in Canada: thereii)re, this is the natural 
inference we draw, that the emigrant has come hither 
under the desire and natural hope of bettering his 
condition, and benefiting a family that he had not 
the means of settling in life in the home country. 
It is foolish, then, to launch out in a style of life that 
everyone knows cannot be maintained; rather ought 
such persons to rejoice !n the consciousness that they 
can, if they please, live according to their circum-
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stances, without being the less regarded for the 
practice of prudence, ecollomy, and industry. 

1\ ow, we blish-settlers are more independent: we 
do what \n' like i we dress as we find most suitable 
:llld most convenient; we are totally without the fear 
of any Mr. or :Urs. Grundy; and having shaken otf 
the trammels of Gmndyism, \ve laugh at the ab
surdity of those who yoluntarily ti'I'f!:e afresh and 
hug their chains. 

If our friends come to visit us unexpectedly we make 
them welcome to our hum ble homes, and give them the 
best we haH'; but if our fare be indifferent, we offer 
it with good will, and no apologies are made or e:\
pected: they would be ont of place; as everyone is 
aware of the disadvantages of a new settlement; 
and any e:\cuses for want of variety, or the deli('aci~'s 
of the table, would be considered rather in the light 
of a tacit reproof to your guest for having' unseason
ably put your hospitality to the te"t. 

Our society is mostly military or naval; so that we 
meet 011 equal groulld:.;, and are, of course, well ac
quainted with the rules of good breeding and polite 
life; too much so to allow any deviation from 
those lam.; that good taste, good sense, and good 
feeling have established among persons of our class. 

Yet here it is considered by no means deroga
tory to the wife of an officer or gentleman to 
assi'it in the work (d' the house, or to perform its 
entire dutie~, if occasior~ requires it; . to understand 
the mystery of soap, candle, and sugar-making; to 
make bread, butter, and cheese, or even to milk her 
own cows; to knit and spin, and prepare the wool 
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for the loom. In these matters we bush-ladies have 
a wholesome disregard of what Mr. or Mrs. So-and
so thinks or says. We pride ourselve~ on conform
ing to circumstances; and as a British officer must 
needs be a gentleman and his wife a lady, perhaps we 
repose quietly on that incontestable proof of our gen
tility, and can afford to be useful without injuring it. 

Our husbands adopt a similar line of conduct: the 
officer turns his sword into a ploughshare, and his 
lance into a sickle; and if he be seen ploughing 
among the stumps ill his own field, or chopping 
trees on his own land, no one thinl{s less of his 
dignity, or considers him less of a gentleman, 
than when he appeared upon parade in all the pride 
of military etiquette, with sash, sword and epaulette. 
Surely this is as it should be in a country where 
independence is inseparable from industry; and for 
this J prize it. 

Among many advantages we in this township 
possess, it is certainly no inconsiderable one that the 
lower or working class of settlers arc well disposed, 
and quite free from the annoying Yankee manners 
that distinguish many of the earlier-settled town
ships. Our servants are as respectful, or nearly so, 
as those at home; nor are they admitted to our tables, 
or placed on an equality with U~, excepting at 
"bees," and such kinds of public meetings; when 
they usually conduct themselves with a propriety that 
would afford an example to some that call themselves 
gentlemen, viz., young men who voluntarily throw 
aside those restraints th<),t society ex peets from persons 
filling a respectable situation. 
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Intemperance is too prevailing a vice among all 
ranks of people in this country; but I blush to say 
it belongs most decidedly to those that consider 
themseh cs among the better class of emigrants. 
Let nOlle such complain of the airs of equality dis
played towards them by the labouring class, seeing 
that they degrade themselves below the honest, 
sober settler, h(m ~" l'1' poor. II' the sons of gentle
men lower themselves, no wonder if the sons of poor 
men endeayour to exalt themselves above him in a 
country ,\here t hey all meet on equal ground; and 
good conduct is the distinguishing mark between 
the classes. 

Some months ago, when \·i~iting a friend in a 
distant part of the country, I accompanied her to 
~tay a few days in the house of a resident clergyman, 
curate of a flourishing village in the township of 

I was struck by the primitiw simplicity of 
the mansion and its inhabitants. \Ve were intfO
eluced into the little family sitting-room, the floor of 
which was painted after the Yankee fashion; instead 
of Leing carpeted, the walls were of unornamented 
deal, and the furniture of the room of corresponding 
plailllless. A large spinning-wheel, as big as a cart
wheel, nearly occupied the centre of the room, at which 
a neatly-dressed matron, of mild and lady-like ap
pearaflce, was engaged spinning yarn; her little 
daughters were knitting be~ide the fire, while their 
father was engaged in the instruction of two of his 
SOliS; a third \\as seated affectionately in a little 
straw chair between his feet, while a fourth was 
plying his axe with nervous strokes in the court-yard, 
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casting from time to time \\ istful glances throug'h 
the parlour-window at the party within. 

The dresses of the children were of a coarse sort 
of stuff, a mixture of woollen and thread, the produce 
of the farm and their mother's praiseworthy industry. 
The stockings, socks, muffatees, and warm com
forters were all of home manufacture. Both girls 
and boys wore mocassins, of their own making: 
good sense, industry, and order presided among the 
members of this little household. 

Both girls and boys seemed to act upon the prin
ciple, that nothing is disgraceful but that which is 
immoral and improper. 

Hospitality without extravagance, kindness without 
insincerity of speech, marked the manners of our 
worthy friends. Every thing' in the house was con
ducted with attention to prudence and comfort. The 
living' was but small (the income arising from it, I 
should have said), but there was glebe land, and a 
small dwelling attached to it, and, by dint of active 
exertion without-doors, and economy and good ma
nagement within, the family were maintained with 
respectability: in short, we enjoyed during our so
journ many of the comforts of a cleared farm; 
poultry of every kind, beef of their own killing, 
excellent mutton and pork: we had a variety of pre
serves at our tea-table, with honey in the comb, 
delicious butter, and good cheese, with divers sorts 
of cakes; a kind of little pancake, made from the 
flour of buck-wheat, which are made in a batter, 
and raised with barm; afterwards dropped into 
boiling lard, and fried; also a preparation made 
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of Indian corn-flour, called supporne-cake, which is 
fried in slices, and eaten with maple-syrup, were 
among the novelties of our breakfast-fare. 

I was admiring a breed of wry fine fowls in 
the poultry-yard one morning", when my friend 
smiled and said, "I do not know if you will think I 
came honestly by them." 

" I am sure you did not acquire them by dis
hone~;t meanS;' I replied, laughing; " I will youch 
for your principles in that respect." 

" Well;' replied my hostess, " they were neither 
given me, nor sold to me, and I did not steal them. 
r found the original stock in the following' manner. 
An old black hen most unexpectedly made her 
appearance one spring morning at our door; \\ e 
hailed the stranger \,"ith surprise and delight; fur 
we could not muster a single domestic fowl among 
our little colony at that time. We never rightly 
knew by what means the hen came into our pos
session, but suppose- some emigrant's family going 
up the country must have lost or left her; she laid 
ten eggs, and hatched chickens from them; from 
this little brood we raised a stock, and soon supplied 
all our neighbours with fowls. We prize the breed, 
not only on account of its fine ~ize, but from the 
singular, and, as we thought, proYidential, manner 
in which we obtained it." 

I was much interested in the slight sketch given 
by the pastor one evening, as we all assembled 
round the blazing log-fire, that was piled half-way 
up the chimney, which reared its stone fabric so as 
to form deep recesses at either side of its abutments. 
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Alluding to his first settlement, he observed, "it 
was a desolate wilderness of gloomy and unbroken 
forest-trees when we first pitched our tent here: at 
that time an axe had not been laid to the root of a 
tree, nor a fire, san' by the wandering Indians, 
kindled in these woods. 

"I can now point out the identical spot where my 
wife and little olles ate their first meal, and raised 
their feeble voices in thankfulness to that Almighty 
and merciful Being who had preserved them throug'h 
the perils of the deep, and brought them in ;;afl'ty 
to this vast solitude. 

" We were a little flock wandering in a great 
wilderness, under the special protection of our mighty 
Shepherd. 

" I have heard you, my dear young lady," he said, 
addressing the companion of my visit, " talk of the 
hardships of the bush; but, let me tell you, you 
know but little of its privations compared with those 

I 

that came hither some years ago. 
" Ask these, my elder children and my wife, what 

were the hardships of a bush-settler's life ten year~, 
ago, and they will tell you it was to elHlure cold, 
hunger, and all its accompanying e\'ils; to know at 
times the want of every necessary article of food. As 
to the luxuries and delicacies of life, we saw them 
not ;-how could we? we were far removed from the 
opportunity of obtaining these things: potatoes, 
pork, and flour were our only stores, and often we 
failed of the two latter before a fresh supply could 
be procured. We had not mills nearer than thirteen 
miles, through roads marked only by blazed lines; 
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nor were there at that time any settlers near us. 
Now you see us in a cleared country, surrounded 
with flourishing' farms and rising' villages; but at 
the time I speak of it was not so: there were no 
stores of groceries or goods, no butchers' shops, no 
cleared farms, dairies, nor orchards; for these things 
we had to wait \\ ith patience till industry should 
raise them. 

" Our fare knew no other variety than salt pork, 
potatoes, and sometimes bread, for breakf:lst; pork 
and potatoes for dinner; pork and potatoes for sup
per; with a porridge of Indian corn-flour for the 
children. Sometimes we had the ehange of pork 
without potatoes, and potatoes without pork; this 
wa" the first year':-; fare: by degrees we got a supply 
of flour of our own gTowing, hut bruised into a 
coarse meal with a hand-mill; for \\e had no water 
or windmills within many miles of our colony, and 
goml Lread was indeed a luxury we did not often 
have. 

" We brought a cow \\ ith U:-;, \\ho gave us milk 
during the spring and summer; but owing to the 
wild g'arlic (a wild herl), common to our woods), on 
which she fed, her milk was scarcely palatable, and 
for want of shelter and food, she died the following 
winter, greatly to our sorrow: we learned experience 
in this and in many other matters at a hard cost; 
but now we can profit by it.·· 

" Did not the difficulties of your first settlement 
incline you to despond, and regret that you had ever 
embarked on a life so different to that you had been 
used to ?, I asked. 
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"They might haH' had that effect had not a 
higher motiw than mere worldly advancement ac
tuated me in leuvillf; my native country to come 
hither. Look you, it \Vas thus: I had for many 
years been the pastor of a small village in the 
mining di..;tricts of Cumberland. I was dear to the 
hearts of my people, and they were my joy and 
crown in the Lord. A number of my parishioners, 
pressed by poverty and the badness of the times, 
resolved on emigrating' to Canada. 

" Urged by a natural and not unlawful desire of 
bettering their condition, they determined on cross
ing the Atlantic, encourag'ed by the offer of con
!'iderable grants of wild land, wilich at that period 
were freely awarded by Govcl'l1ment to persons de
sirous of becoming colonists. 

" But previous to this undertaking', several of the 
most respectable came to me, and stated their views 
and reasons for the momentous step they were about 
to take; and at the same time besought me in the 
most moving terms, in the name of the re,t of their 
emigrant friend~, to accompany them into the W iI
derness of the West, lest they should forget their 
Lord and Saviour when abandoned to their own 
spiritual guidance. 

" At first I was startled at the proposition; it seemed 
a wild and visionary scheme: but by degrees I began 
to dwell with pleasure on the subject. I had few ties 
beyond my native village; the income arising from 
my curacy was too small to make it any great obsta· 
cle: like Goldsmith's curate, I was 

, Passing rich with forty pounds a year.' 
R 
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My heart yearned after my people; ten years I had 
been their guide and adviser. I ,,"a~ the friend of 
the old, and the tf'acher of the young'. ~1 y .M ary 
was chosen from among them; she had no foreign 
ties to make her look back will! regTet upon the 
dwellers of the land in distant places; her youth and 
maturity had been spent among these Yery people; 
so that when I named to Iler the desire of Illy pa
rishioners, and she also perceived that my own wisbes 
went with them, she stifled any regretful feeling; that 
might have arisen in her breast, and replied to mt! in 
the worels of Ruth :-

" 'Thy country shall be my country; thy people 
shall be my people; where thou (liest will I die, and 
there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if oug;ht but death part thee and me.' 

" A tender and affectionate partner hast thou been 
to me, Mary," he added, turning his eyes affection
ately on the mild and dig"lIified matron, whose ex
pressive countenance bespoke with more eloquence 
than worels the feelinp;s passing in her mind. She 
replied not by worels, but I saw the big' bright tears 
fall on the work she held in her hand. They sprang 
from emotions too sacred to be profaned by intrusiye 
eyes, and I hastily averted my glance from her face; 
while the pastor proceeded to narrate the particulars 
of their leaving England, their voyage, ~nd finally, 
their arrival in the land that had been granted to the 
little colony in the then unbroken part of the town
ship of---

" We had obtained a great deal of useful advice and 
assistance from the Government agents previous to 
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our coming' up hither, and also hired some choppers 
at hig'h wages to initiate us in the art of felling, 
logging', burning, and dearing the ground; as it was 
our main object to get in crops of some kind, we 
turned to without any delay further than what was 
necessary for providing a temporary shelter for our 
wiws and children, and prepared the g-round for 
spring crops, helping each other as we could with the 
loan of oxen and labour. And here I must observe, 
·that I experienced ewry attention and consideration 
from my friends. ':\Iy means were small, and my 
family all.too young' to render me any service; how
ever, [lacked not help, and had the satisfaction of 
seeing a little spot cleared for the growth of potatoes 
and corn, which 1 could not have effected by my 
single exertions. 

" My biggest boy John was but nine years old, 
Willie seven, and the others still more helpless; the 
two little ones you see there," pointing to two young 
children, "have l?een born since we came hither. 
That yellow-haired lassie knitting beside you was a 
babe at the breast ;-a helpless, wailing infant, so 
\yeak and sickly before we came here that she was 
scarcely ever out of her mother's arms; but she 
gTeW and throve rapidly under the rough treatment 
of a bush-settler's family. 

" We had no house built, or dwelling of any 
kind to receive us when we arriwd at our destina
tion; and the first two nights were passed on the 
banks of the creek that flows at the foot of the 
hill, in a hut of cedar and hemlock boughs that I 
cut with my axe, and, with the help of some of my 
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companions, raised to shelter my wile and the little 

ones. 
" Thol1~:h it was the middle of May the nights were 

chilly, and we were g-lad to hurn a pile of wood in 
front of our hut to secure us from the effects of the 
cold and the sting-s of the mosquitoes, that came up 
in myriads from tlle stream, and whieh finally drove 
us higher up the bank. 

" As soon as possihle we raised a shanty, which 
now serYes as a shed for my yOUllg' cattle; [ would 
not pull it 110\\ ll, though often urged to do so, as it 
stands in the way of a pleasant prospect from the 
window; but I like to look on it, and recall to mind 
the first years I p:lsscd beneath its lowly roof. We 
need such mementos to remind us of our former 
state; but we ~To\\ proud, and cease to appreciate 
our present comforts. 

" Our first ~abbath was celebrated in the open air: 
my pulpit was a pile of rude log',..,; my church the 
deep shade of the forest, bcneath which we assembled 
our:-ielws: but sincerer or more ferYent devotion I 
never \\'itnc~serl than that day. I well remember the 
text I chose, for Illy aduress to thelll was from the 
,iiith chapter of Deuteronomy, the 6th, 7th, and !Jth 
\er~es, which appeared to me applicable to our cir
cumstances. 

"The follo",i jl~' year we raised a small block
house, which send as a school-house and church. 
At first our progTess in clearing' th~ land was slow, 
for we had to lJuy experiellce, and mallY and great 
were the disappointments and priyations that befel 
us during the first few years. One time we were all 
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ill with aglle, and not one able to help the other; 
this was a sad time; but better things were in store 
for us. The tide of emigration increased, and the 
little settlement we had formed began to be well 
spoken of. One man came and built a saw mill; a 
grist-mill followed soon after; and then one store and 
then another, till we beheld a flourishing village 
spring up around us. Then the land began to 
increase in value, and many of the first s£'ttlers sold 
their lots to advantage, and retreated further up the 
woods. As the village increased, so, of course, did 
my professional duties, which had for the first few 
years been paid for in acts of kindness and voluntary 
labour by my little flock; now I have the satisfaction 
of reaping' a reward without proving burdensome to 
my parishioners. )1y farm is increasing, and be
sides the salary arising' from my curacy I have some
thing additional for the school, which is paid by 
Government. We may now say it is p:ood for us to 
be here, seeing that God has been pleased to send 
down a blessing upon us." 

I haye forgotten many very interesting particulars 
relating to the trials and shifts this family were put 
to in the first few years; but the pastor told us 
enough to make me quite contented with my lot, 
and I returned home, after some days' pleasant so
journ with this delightful family, with an additional 
stock of contentment, and some useful and practical 
knowledge, that I trust I shall be the better for all my 
life. 

r am rather interest~d in a young lad that has 
come .out from England to learn Canadian farming .. 

R3 
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The poor boy had cOlH.:ei\ ed the most romantic notions 
of a settler's life, [mrtly from the f~l\ourable accounts 
he had read, and partly throug'h the medium of a 
lively imagination, which bad aided in the deception, 
and led him to suppose that his time \\()uld be chiefly 
spent in the fa'Ccinating' amusements and adventures 
arising from huntillf2,' the fllrest in search of deer and 
other game, pigeon and duck-shooting, spearing fish 
by torchlight, and \oyuf2,'ing on the lakes in a birch· 
bark canoe in summer, skating in winter, or gliding' 
over the frozen snow like a Laplander in his sledge, 
wrapped up to the eyes in furs, and trayellin!!: at the 
rate of twehe miles au hour to the i'ound of an har
monious peal of'bells. What a felicitous life to cap
tivate tlte mind of a boy of fourteen, jUi't let loose 
from the irksome restraint of boarding'-school ! 

How little did he dream of the drudg'£>ry insepara
ble from the duties of a lad of his ~lg'e, in a country 
where the old and young, the lIIa~ter and the servant, 
are alike obliged to labour for a livelihood, without 
respect to former situation or rank ! 

Here the son of the g'entleman becomes a hewer 
of wood and drawer of water; he learns to chop down 
trees, to pile blUsh-heaps, split rails for fences, attend 
the fires during the burning season, dressed in a 
coarse oyer-g;arment of hempen cloth, called a log
ging-shirt, with trousers to corresllond, and a Yankee 
straw hat flapped over his eyes, and a handspike to 
assist him in rolling' over the burning brands. To 
tend and drive oxen, plough, sow, plant Indian corn 
and pumpkins, and raise potatoe-hilIi', are among 
some of the young emigrant's accomplishments. His 
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relaxations are but comparatively few, but they are 
seized with a relish and avidity that give them the 
greater charm. 

You may imag'ine the disappointment felt by the 
poor lad on seeing his fair visions of amusement 
fade before the dull realities and distasteful details of a 
young settler's occupation in the backwood.~. 

Youth, howe,er, is the best season for coming to 
this country; the mind soon bends itself to its situa
tion, and becomes not only reconciled, but in time 
pleased with the chang'e of life. There is a conso
lation, too, in seeing that he does no more than 
others of equal pretensions as to runk and education 
are obliged to submit to, if they would prosper; and 
perhaps he lives to ble.-s the country which has 
robbed him of a portion of that absurd pride that 
made him look "'jth contempt on those whose occu
pations were of a humble nature. It were a thousand 
pities wilfully to deceive persons desirolls of emigrating 
with false and flattering' pictures of the advantag'es 
to be met with in this country. Let the pro and con 
be fairly stated, and let the reader use his best judg'
ment, unbiassed by prejudice or interest in a matter 
of such vital importance not only as regards himselt~ 
but the happiness and welfare of those over whose 
destinies Nature has made him the guardian. It is, 
however, far more difficult to write on the subject 
of emigration than most persons think: it embraces 
so wide a field that what would be perfectly correct 
as regards one part of the province would by no 
means prove so as rea-arded another. One distrift 
differs from another, and one township from another, 
according to its natural advantages; whether it be 
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long settled or unsettled, possessing water privileg'es 
or not; the soil and even the climate will be different, 
according to situation and circumstances. 

Much depends on the tempers, habits, and dispo
:-.itions of the emig:rants themselves. What suits one 
will not another; one family will flourish, and accu
lIlulate nery comfort about their homesteads, while 
others languish in pmerty and discontent. It would 
take volumes to discuss every argument for and 
agaiJl~t, and to point out exactly \\ho are and who 
are not fit subjects for emigration. 

Have you read Dr. Dunlop's spirited and witty 
" Backwoodsman t" If you have not, get it as soon as 
you can; it wiII amuse you. I think a Backwoods
woman might be written in the same spirit, setting 
forth a few pages, in the history of bush-ladies, as 
examples for our sex, Indeed, we need some whole
~f)ll1e admonitions on our duties and the folly of 
repining' at following' and sharing the fortunes of 
our spou~es, whom we have vowed in happier hours 
to love" in riches and in pmerty, in sickness and in 
health." Too many pronounce these words without 
heeding their importance, and without calculating 
the chances that may put their faithfulness to the 
~l'\ere test of quitting home, kindred, and country, to 
share the hard lot of a settler's life; for even this 
sacrifice l'f'nders it hard to be borne; but the truly 
attached wife will do this, and more also, if required 
by the husband of her choice. 

But now it is time I say farewell: my dull letter, 
grown to a formidable packet, will tire you, and make 
you wish it at the bottom of the Atlantic. 



INDIAN HUNTERS. 285 

LETTER XVI. 

ludiau HlIntt'l',-~<lil in a ('alltJl',-Wallt or Libra!"ie.; in the Ba('k. 
woOd~.-:\"l~W Village.-Progress of Impl'O\'emcut.- Fire-flies. 

HAVI:-;'G in a former letter giyen you some account of 
a winter visit to the Indians, I shallllow give a short 
sketch of their summer encampment, which I wellt to 
see one beautiful afternoon in June, accompanied by 
my husband and some friends that had come in to 
~pend the day with us. 

The Indians were encamped on a little peninsula 
jutting out between two small lakes; our nearest 
path would have been through the bush, but the 
ground was so encumbered by fallen trees that we 
agreed to go in a canoe. The day was warm, with
out being oppressively hot, as it too often is during' 
the summer months: and for a wonder the mosqui
toes and black-flies were so civil as not to molest us. 
Our light bark skimmed gaily over the calm \\alers, 
beneath the overhanging' shade of cedars, hemlock, 
and balsams, that emitted a delicious frag'rance as the 
passing; breeze swept through the boughs. I \\;:s 

in raptures with a bed of blue irises mixed with sno\'.
white water-lilies that our canoe passed over. Turn
ing the stony bank that formed the point, we saw 
the thin blue smoke of the camp curling above the 
trees, and soon our catloe was safely moored along'
side of those belonging to the Indians, and by hell' 
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of the ~trag;g;ling branches and underwood I contrived 
to ~cramble up a steep path, and ~()()ll found myself in 
front of the tent. j t was a Sunday afternoon; all the 
men \\ere at home; ~ome of the younger branches 
oj" the families (for there were three that inhabited 
the wigwam) were amusing themselves with throw
illg the tlllllaha\\k at a notch cut in the bark of a 
di:-t:lllt tree, or ~hootiilg' at a mark with their bows 
and arrows, while the elders reposed on their blan
hts within the shade, ~()l1le reading, others smoking, 
and gravely eyeing' the young rival marksmen at their 
teats of ski \1. 

Only one of the squaws was at home: this was my 
old acquaintance the hunter's wife, who was sitting 
on a b\anl,et; her youngest, little David, a papouse 
of three years, who was not yet weaned, was reposing 
between her feet; she often eyed him with looks of 
g-reat affection, and patted his shaggy head from time 
to time. Peter, who is a sort of great man, though 
lIot a chiet~ ~at beside his spouse, dressed in a hand
some blue surtout-coat, with a red worsted sash about 
his wai~t. lIe was smoking a short pipe, and viewing 
the assembled party at the door of the tent with an 
e:\pre~sion of quiet interest; sometimes he lifted his 
pipe for an instant to give a sort of inward ex,clama
tion at the success or failure of his sons' attempts to 
hit the mark on the tree. The old squaw, as soon as 
she saw me, motioned me forward, and pointing to a 
vacant portion of her blanl,et, with a good-natured 
smile, signed for me to ~it beside her, which I did, 
and amused myself with tal,ing note of the interior 
of the wigwam and its inhabitants. The building 



HUNTER'S l?A;\ULY. 287 

was of an oblong form, open at both ends, but at 
night I was told the openings were closed by blan
kets; the upper part of the roof was also open; the 
sides were rudely fenced with large sheets of birch 
bark, drawn in and out between the sticks that made 
the frame··work of the tent; a long slender pole of 
iron-wooll formed a low beam, from which depended 
sundry iron and brass pots and kettles, also some 
joints of fresh-killed yenison and dried fish; the fire,; 
occupied the centre of the hut, around the embers of 
which reposed several meek deer-hounds; they evinced 
something of the quiet apathy of their masters, 
merely opening their eyes to look upon the intruders, 
and seeing all was well returned to their former 
slumbers, perfectly unconcerned by our entrance. 

The hunter's family occupied one entire side of the 
building, while Joseph Muskrat with his family, and 
Joseph Bolans and his squaw shared the opposite 
one, their several apartments beinp; distinguished 
by their blankets, fishing-spears, rifles, tomahawks, 
and other property; as to the cooking' utensils they 
seemed from their scarcity to be held in common 
among them; perfect amity appeared among' the 
three families; and, if one might judge from outward 
appearance, they seemed happy and contented. On 
examining the books that were in the hands of the 
young men, they proved to be hymns and tracts, one 
side printed in English, the other the Indian trans
lation. Incompliance with our wishes the men sang 
one of the hymns, which sounded very well, but we 
missed the sweet voices or the Indian girls, whom I 
had left in front of the house, sitting on a pine-log 
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and amusing' themselves with my baby, and seeming 
hig'hl:; delighted "ith him and his nurse. 

Outside the tellt the squaw showed me a birch
bark call()e that was building'; the shape of the 
canoe is nlarked out by sticks stm;k in the g'l'ound at 
ref;ular distances; the sheets of bark being wetted, 
awl secured in their proper places by cedar laths, 
which are bent so as to sene the purpose of ribs or 
timbers; the sheets of bark are stitched together with 
the tough roots of the tamarack, and the edges of 
the cahOt' also sewed or laced ()\'er with the san1e 
material; the whole is then varnished mer with a 
thiek gum. 

I had the honour of being paddled home by :Mrs. 
Peter in a 1Il'\\ canoe, just launched, and really the 
motion was delightful; seated at the bottom of the 
little bark, on a few light hemlock boughs, I enjoyed 
my \oyage home exceedingly. The canoe, propelled 
L) the Amazonian arm of the swarthy matron, flew 
swiftly over the waters, and I was soon landed in a 
little co .... e "ithin a short distance from my own door. 
In return for the squaw's civility I delig'hted her by a 
present of a few beads for working mocassillS and 
knife-sheaths, with which she seemed very well pleased, 
carefully securing her treasure by tying them in ~ 
comer of her blanket with a bit of thread. 

With a peculiar reserve and gravity of temper, there 
is at the same time a degree of childishness about the 
Indians in some things. I gave the hunter and hi~ 
son one day some coloured prints, which they seemed 
mightily taken with, laughing immoderately at some 
of the fashionably dressed figures. When they left 
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the house they seated themselves on a fallen tree, and 
called their hounds round them, displaying to each 
severally the pictures. 

The poor animals, instead of taking a survey of the 
gaily dressed ladies and gentlemen, held up their meek 
heads and licked their masters' hands and faces; but 
old Peter was resohed the dogs should share the 
amusement of looking at the pictures and turned their 
faces to them, holding them fast by their long ears 
when they endeavoured to escape. I could hardly 
have supposed the grave Indian capable of such 
childish behaviour. 

These Indians appear less addictecl to gay and tin
selly adornments than formerly, and rather affect a 
European style in their dress; it is no unusual sight 
to see an Indian habited in a fine cloth coat and 
trousers, though I must say the blanket-coats pro
vided for them by Government, and which form part 
of their annual presents, are far more suitable and 
becoming. The squaws, too, prefer cotton or stuff 
gowns, aprons and handkerchiefs, and such useful 
articles, to any sort of finery, though they like well 
enough to look at and admire them; they delight 
nevertheless in decking out the little ones, embroider
ing their cradle wrappings with silks and beads, and 
tacking the wings of birds to their shoulders. I was 
a little amused by the appearance of one of these 
I ndian Cupids, adorned with the wings of the Ame
rican war-bird; a very beautiful creature, something 
like our British bullfinch, only far more lively in plu
mage: the breast and uftder-feathers of the wings 
being a tint of the most brilliant carmine, shaded with 

s 
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black and white. This bird has been called the 
"war-bird," from its having first made its appearance 
in this province during the late American war; a 
fact that I believe is well authenticated, or at any 
rate has obtained general credence. 

I could hardly help smiling at your notion that we 
in the backwoods can have easy access to a circula
ting library. III one sense, indeed, you are not so far 
from truth, for ewry settler's library may be called a 
circulating' one, as their books are sure to pac;s from 
friend to friend ill due rotation; and, fortunately for 
us, we happen to have ~e\'eral ncellently furnished 
ones in our Ileig'hbourhood, which are always open to 
us. There is a public library at York, and a small 
circulating library at Cobourg, but they might just as 
well be on the other side of the Atlantic for any access 
we can have to them. 

I know how it is; at home you have the same idea 
of the facility of travelling in this country as I once 
had: now I know what bush-roads are, a few miles' 
journey seems all awful undertaking. Do you re
member my account. of a day's travelling through the 
woods? I am sorry to say they are but little amended 
since that letter was written. I have only once \en
tured to perform a similar journey. which took scwral 
hours' hard traYetling, and, more by good luck than 
any other thing, arrived with whole bones at my des
tination. (could not help laughing at the frequent 
exclamations of the teamster, a shrewd Yorkshire lad, 
., Oh, if I had but the driving' of his excellency the 
governor along this road, how I would make the old 
horses trot over the stumps and stones, till he should 
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cry out again; I warrant he'd do Sllmmllt to mend 
them betore he came along them again." 

U ntortunately it is not a statute-road on this side 
the river, and. has been cut by the settlers for their 
own convenience, so that I fear nothing: will be done 
to improve it, unless it is by the inhabitants them
selves. 

We hope· soon to have a market for our f!:rain 
nearer at hand than Peterborough; a grist-mill has 
just been raised. at the new villag'e that is spring'ing' 
up. This will prove a gTeat comtllrt to us; we have 
at present to fetch flour up at a great expense, through 
bad roads, and the loss of time to those that are 
obliged to send wheat to the town to be ground, is a 
serious evil; this will soon be remedied, to the joy of 
the whole neig·hbourhood. 

You do not know how important these improve
ments are, and what effect they have in raising the 
spirits of the emig'rant, besides enhancing the yalue of 
his property in no trifling degree. We have already 
experienced the benefit of being near the saw-mill, as 
it not only enables us to build at a smaller expense, 
but enables us to exchange log's for sawn lumber. The 
great pine-trees which, under other circumstances, 
would be an encumbrance and drawback to clearing 
the land, prove a most profitable crop when cleared 
off in the form of saw-log's, which is easily done where 
they are near the water; the logs are sawn to a cer
tain length, and dragged by oxen, during the winter, 
when the ground is hard, to the lake's edge; when 
the ice breaks up, the logs float down with the current 
and enter the mill-race; I have seen the lake opposite 

s 2 
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to our windows covered with these floating timbers, 
voyaging' dmm to the saw-mill. 

How valuable would the great· oaks and gig'antic 
pines be on an estate in Eng'land; while here they 
are as little thoup:ht of as saplings "'ould be at home. 
Some years hence the timbers that are now burned 
up "ill be regretted. Yet it is impossible to preserve 
them; they would prove a gTeat encumbrance to the 
farmer. The oaks are desirable for splitting', as they 
make the mn~t durable fences; pine, cedar, and 
white ash are also used for rail-cuts; maple and dry 
beech are the best sorts of wood for fires: white ash 
burns \\ell. In making ley for soap, carl' is taken to 
use none but the ashes of hard wood, as oak, ash, 
maple, beech; any of the resinous trees are batl for 
the purpose, and the ley will not mingle with the fat 
In boiling, to the great mortification of the uninitiated 
soap-1JOiler, who, by being made acquainted with this 
simple fact, might have been spared much useless 
trouble and waste of material, after months of careful 
saving. 

An American settler's wife told me this, and bade 
me be careful not to make use of any of the pine
wood ashes in running the ley. And here I must 
obser\(', that of all people the Yankees, a,; they are 
termed, are the Illost industrious and ingenious; they 
are uever at a loss for an expedient: if one thing 
fails them they adopt another, "ith a quickness of 
thought that surprises me, \\ hile to them it seems only 
a matter of course. They seem to posse,;s a sort of 
innate pl'e,;clIcc of'mind, and instead of wasting their 
energies in words, they act. The old ~ettlers that 
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have been long among them seem to acquire the same 
sort of habits, insomuch that it is difficult to distin
guish them. I have heard the Americans called a 
loquacious boasting people; now, as far as my limited 
acquaintance with them goes, I consider they are 
almost laconic, and if I dislike them it is for a certain 
cold brevity of manner that seems to place a barrier 
between you and them. 

I was somewhat struck with a remark made by a 
travelling clock-maker, a native of the state of Ohio. 
After speaking of the superior climate of Ohio, in 
answer to some questions of my husband, he said, 
he was surprised that gentlemen should prefer the 
Canadas, especially the bush, where for many years 
they must want all the comforts and lu:mries of life, 
to the rich, highly cultivated, and fruitful state of 
Ohio, where land was much cheaper, both cleared and 
wild. 

To this we replied that, in the first place, British 
subjects preferred the British government; and, be
sides, they were averse to the manners of his country
men. He candidly admitted the first objection; and 
in reply to the last observed, that the Americans at 
larg"e ought not to be judged by the specimens to be 
found in the British colonies, as they were, for the 
most part, persons of no reputation, many of whom 
had fled to the Canadas to escape from debt, or other 
disg-raceful conduct; and added, "It would be hard 
if the English were to be judg"ed as a nation by the 
cOIlvicts of Botany Bay." 

N ow there was nothing unfair or rude in the man
ners of this stranger, and his defence of his nation 
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was mild and rea.sonable, and such as any unpreju
diced person must have respected him for. 

I han> jll"t been intermpted by a friend, who has 
called to tell me he has an opportunity of sending safe 
and free of expense to London or Liverpool, amI that 
he ",ill enclose a packet for me in the box he is pack
ing- for Eng·land. 

I am delig'hted I)y the intelligence, but regret that 
I have nothing but a few flower-seeds, a specimen of 
Indian workmanship, and a few butterflies to send you 
-the latter are for Jane. I hope all will not share the 
fate of the la'it I sent. Sarah wrote me word, when 
they came to look for the green moth I had enclosed 
in a little box, nothing of his earthly remains was 
visible beyond a little dust and some pink feet. I 
have, with some difficulty, been able to procure 
another and finer specimen; and; for fear it should 
meet with a similar annihilation, I will at least pre
sene the memory of its beauties, and give you a de
scription of it. 

It is just five inches from wing to wing; the body 
the thickness of my little finger, snow-white, covered 
\lith long silken hair; the lep:s bright red, so are the 
antelln~, which are toothed like a comb on either side, 
shorter than those of butterHies and eleg'antly curled; 
the wing-s, both upper and under, are of the most 
exquisite pale tint of green, fringed at the edges with 
golden colour; each wing has a small shaded crescent 
of pale blue, deep red, and orange; the blue fMming 
the centre, like a half-closed eye; the lower wings 
elongated in deep scollop, so as to form two long 
tails, like those of the swallow-tail butterfly, only a 
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full inch in length and deeply fringed; 011 the whole 
this moth is the most exquisite creature I haw ever 
seeu. 

We have a variety of the peacock butterfly, that is 
very rich, with iunumerable eyes on the wings. The 
yellow swallow-tail is also very common, and the black 
and blue admiral, and the red, white, and black ad
miral, "ith many other beautiful varieties that I can
not describe. The largest butterfly I have yet seen 
is a gay vermilion, marked with jet black lines that 
form an elegant black lace pattern over its wide 
\\lllgS. 

Then for dragon--flies, we have them of every size, 
shape, and colour. J was particularly charmed by a 
pair of superb blue ones that I used to see this sum
mer in my walk to visit my sister. They were as 
large as butterflies, with black gauze wing's; on each 
pair was marked a crescent of the brightest azure 
blue, shaded with scarlet; the bodies of these beauti
ful creatures were also blue. I have seen them scar
let and black, yellow and black, copper-coloured, 
gTeen, and brown; the latter are great enemies to 
the mosquitoes and other small insects, and may be 
seen in vast numbers flitting around in all directions 
of an evening in search of prey. 

The fire-flies must not be forgotten, for of all 
others they are the most remarkable; their appear
ance generally precedes rain; they are often seen 
after dark, on mild damp evenings, sporting among 
the cedars at the edge of the wood, and especially 
near swamps, when thli air is illuminated with their 
brilliant dancing light. Sometimes they may be seen 



296 BACKWOODS OF CA:s'ADA. 

in groups, glancing like falling stars in mid-air, or 
descending so low as to enter your dwelling and flit 
about amo.ng· the draperies of your bed or window
curtains; the light they emit is more brilliant than 
that of the glowworm; but it is produced in the same 
manner from the under part of the body. The glow
worm is al"o frequently seen, even as late as Septem
ber, on mild, \" arm, dewy nights. 

We have abllnda nee of large and small beetles, 
some most splendid: gTeen and gold, rose-colour, red 
and black, yellow and black; some quite black, for
midably large, with wide branching' horns. Wasps 
are not so troublesome as in England, but I suppose 
it is because we cannot offer such temptations as our 
home gardens hold out to these ravenous insects. 

One of our choppers brought me the other day 
what he called a hornet's nest; it was certainly too 
small and delicate a piece of workmanship for so large 
an insect; and I rather conjecture that it belonged to 
the beautiful black and gold insect called the wa"p
fly, but of this I am not certain. The nest was about 
the size and shape of a turkey's egi!:, and was com
posed of six paper cups inserted one within the other, 
each lessening' till the innermost of all appeared not 
larger than a pigeon's eg·g. On looking' carefully 
within the orifice of the last cup, a small comb, con
taining' twelve cells, of the most exquisite neatness, 
might be perceived, if anything, superior in regularity 
to the cells in the comb of the domestic bee, one of 
which was at least equal to three of these. The sub
stance that composed the cups was of a fine silver grey 
silken texture, as fine as the finest India silk paper, 
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and extremely brittle; when slightly wetted it became 
glutinous, and adhered a little to the finger; the 
whole was carefully fixed to a stick: I ha\"c seen one 
since fastened to a rough rail. I could not but ad
mire the instinctive care displayed in the formation of 
this exquisite piece of insect architecture to gilaI'd the 
embryo animal from injury, either from the voracity 
of birds or the effect of rain, which could scarcely find 
entrance in the interior. 

I had carefully, as I thoug-ht, preserved my trea
SlIre, by putting it in one of my drawers, but a wicked 
little thief of a mouse found it out and tore it to 
pieces for the sake of the drops of honey contained 
in one or two of the cells. I was much vexed, as I 
purposed sending it by some favourable opportunity 
to a dear friend living; in Gloucester Place, who took 
gnat delight in natural curiosities, and once showed 
me a nest of similar form to this, that had been 
found in a bee-hiw; the material was much coarser, 
and, if I remember rig-ht, had but two cases instead 
cf six. 

I haw always felt a great desire to see the nest of 
a humming-bird, but hitherto have been disappointed_ 
This summer I had some beds of mig;nionette amI 
other flowers, with some most splendid major conml
vuluses or "morning gloves," as the Americans call 
them; these lovely flowers tempted the humming
birds to ,isit my garden, and I had the pleasure of 
seeing a pair of those beautiful creatures, but their 
flight is so peculiar that it hardly gives you a perfect 
sight of their colours; their motion when on the 
wing resembles the whirl of a spinning-wheel, and 

s 5 
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the sound they make is like the hum of a wheel at 
work; I shall plant flowers to entice them to build 
near us. 

I sometimes fear you wiII g'row weary of my long 
dull letters; my only resources are domestic details 
and the natural history of the country, which I give 
whenever I think the subject has novelty to recom
mend. it to your attention. Possihly I may sometimes 
&.;appoint you by details that appear to place the 
state of the emigrant in an unfavourable light; I 
merely give facts as I have seen, or heard them 
stated. I could give you many flourishing accounts 
of settlers in this country; I could also reverse the 
picture, and you would come to the conclusion that 
there are many arguments to be used both for alld 
against emigration. Now, the greatest argument, 
and that which has the most weight, is NECESSITY, 

and this will always turn the scale in the favour of 
emigration; and that same imperative dame Neces
sity tells me it is necessary for me to draw my letter 
to a conclusion. 

Farc\\dl, ever faithfully and affectionately, your 
attached "ister. 
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LETTER XVII. 

Ague.-Illne3s of the Family.-ProLahle Cause.-Root·house.-Setting.in 
of Winter.-Insect termed a" :'"wycr."-Temporary Church. 

Novembel' the 28th. 1834. 

You will have been surprised, and possibly distressed, 
by my long silence of several months, but when I tell 
you it has been occasioned by sickness, you will cease 
to wonder that I did not write. 

My dear husband, my servant, the poor babe, and 
myself, were all at one time confined to our beds 
with ague. You know how seYere my sufferings al
ways were at home with intermittents, and need not 
marvel if they were no less great in a country where 
lake-fevers and all kinds of intermittent fevers abound. 

Few persons escape the second year without being 
afflicted with this weakening complaint; the mode of 
treatment is repeated doses of calomel, with castor-oil 
or salts, and is followed up by quinine. Those per
sons who do not choose to employ medical advice on 
the subject, dose themselves with ginger-tea, strong 
infusion of hyson, or any other powerful green tea, 
pepper, and whiskey, with many other remedies that 
have the sanction of custom or quackery. 

I will not dwell on this uncomfortable period, 
further than to tell you that we considered the com
plaint to have had its origin in a malaria, arising 
from a cellar below the kitchen. When the snow 
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melted, this cellar became half full of water, eiiher 
from the moisture draining through the spongy earth, 
or from the rising- of a spring beneath the house; 
be it as it may, the heat of the cooking and Franklin 
stoves in the kitchen and parlour, caused a fermen
tation to take place in the stagnant fluid before it 
could be emptied; the effluvia arising from this mass 
of putrifying' water affected us all. The female ser
vant, who was the most exposed to its baneful in
fluence, was the first of our household that fell sick, 
after which, we each in turn became unable to assist 
each other. I think I suffer all additional portion 
of the malady from seeing the sufferings of my dear 
husband and my beloved child. 

I lost the [ague in a fortnight's time,-thanks to 
calomel and quinine; so did my babe and his nurse: 
it has, however, hung on my husband during the whole 
of the summer, and thrown a damp upon his exertions 
and gloom upon his spirits. This is the certain effect 
of ague, it causes the same sort of depression on the 
spirits as a neryous feyer. My dear child has not 
been well ever since he had the ague, and looks very 
pale and spiritless. 

We should have been in a most miserable con
dition, being unable to procure a female servant, a 
nurse, or anyone to attend upon us, and totally unable 
to help ourselves; but for the prompt assistance of 
Mary on one side, and Susannah on the other, I 
know not what would have become of us in our sore 
trouble. 

This summer has been excessively hot and dry; 
the waters in the lakes and rivers being lower than 
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they had been known for many years; scarcely a 
drop of rain fell for several weeks. This extreme 
drought rendered the potatoe-crop a decided failure. 
Our Indian-corn was very fine; so were the pump
kins. We had some fine vegetables in the garden, 
especially the peas and melons; the latter were very 
large and fine. The cultivation of the melon is very 
simple: you first draw the surrounding earth together 
with a broad hoe into a heap; the middle of this heap 
is then slightly hollowed out, so as to form a basin, the 
mould being raised round the edges; into this hollow 
you insert several melon-seeds, and leave the rest to 
the summer heat; if you water the plants from time 
to time, it is well for them; the soil should be fine 
black mould; and if your hills are inclining to a 
hollow part of your ground, so as to retain the 
moisture, so much the finer will be your flUit. It is 
the opinion of practical persons who have bought 
wisdom by some years' experience of the country, 
that in laying out and planting a garden, the beds 
should not be raised, as is the usual custom; and 
give us a reason, that the sun haying such great 
power draws the moisture more readily from the 
earth where the beds are elevated above the level, 
and, in consequence of the dryness of the ground, 
the plants wither away. 

As there appears some tlUth in the remark, I am 
inclined to adopt the plan. 

Vegetables are in general fine, and come quickly 
to maturity, considering !he lateness of the season in 
which they are usually put into the ground. Peas 
are always fine, especially the marrowfats, which are 
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sometimes grown in the fields, on cleared lands that 
are under the plough. We have a great variety of 
beans, all of the French or kidney kind; there is a 
wry prolific white runner, of which I send you some 
of the seed: the method of plantillg: them is to raise 
a small hillock of mould by drawing the earth lip 
with the hoe; flatten this, or rather hollow it a little 
in the middle, and drop in four or fiye seeds round 
the edg:es; as soon as the bean puts forth its runners 
insert a pole of fhe or six feet in the centre of the 
hill; the plants will all meet and twine up it, bearing 
a profusion of pods, which are cut. and foiled as the 
scarlet-runners, or else, in their dry or ripe state, 
stl'werl and eaten with salt meat; this, I believe, is 
the more lIsual way of cooking- them. The early 
bush-bean is a dwarf, with bright yellow seed. 

Lettuces are very fine, and may be cultiyated 
ea,ily, and wry early, by transplanting the seedlings 
that appear as soon as thp ground is free from snow. 
Cabbagoes and sa,o}s, and all sorts of roots, keep 
durillg: the winter in the cellars or root-houses; but 
to the vile custom of keel,ing green wg'etables in the 
shallow, moi~t cellars below the kitchens, much of the 
sickness that attacks settlers under the various forms 
of agues, intermittent, remitteut, and lake-fevers, 
may be traced. 

MallY, of the lower class especially, are not suffici
ently careful in clearing these cellars from the de
caying portions' of veg-etable matter, which are often 
suffered to accumulate from year to year to infect 
the air of the dwelling. Where the house is small, 
and the family numt)rous, and consequently exposed 



ROOT-HOUSE. 30:3 

to its influence by night, the baneful consequences 
may be readily imag·ined. "Do not tell me of lakes 
and swamps as the cause of feYers and agues; look 
to your cellars;'. was the observation of a blunt but 
experienced Yankee doctor. I verily believe it was 
the cellar that was the cause of sickness 1I1 our 
house all the spring and summer. 

A root-house is indispensably necessary for the 
comfort of a settler's family; if well constructed, with 
double log-walls, and the roof secured from the 
soaking in of the rain or melting snows, it preserves 
\egetables, meat, and milk excellently. You wiil ask 
if the use be so great, and the comfort so essential, 
why does not every sett1er build one? 

Now, dear mamma, this is exactly what every new 
comer says; but he has to learn the difficulty there 
is at first of getting these matters accomplished, 
unless, indeed, he have (which is not often the case) 
the command of plenty of ready money, and can 
afford to employ extra workmen. Labour is so 
expensive, and the working' seasons so short, that 
many useful and convenient buildings are left to 
a future time; and a cellar, which one man can 
excavate in two days, if he work well, is made to 
answer the purpose, till the season of leisure arrives, 
or necessity obliges the root-house to be made. We 
are oursehes proof of this very sort of unwilling pro
crastination; but the logs are now cut for the root
house, and we shall have one early in the spring. 
I would, however, recommend anyone that could 
possibly do so at first, to build a root-house without 
delay, and also to have a well dug; the springs lying 
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wry few feet below the surface renders this neither 
laborious or very expensive. The creeks will often 
fail in very dry weather, and the lake and river-waters 
grow warm and distasteful during the spring' and 
summer. The spring'-waters are generally cold and 
pure, even in the hottest weather, and delightfully 
refreshing'. 

Our winter seems now fairly setting in: the snow 
has twice fallen, and as often disappeared, since the 
middle of October; but now the ground is again 
hardening into stone; the keen north-west wind is 
abroad; and every outward object looks cold and 
wintry. The dark line of pines that bound the 
opposite side of the lake is already hoary and heavy 
with snow, while the half-frozen lake has a deep 
leaden tint, which is only varied in shade by the 
masses of ice which shoot out in long points, forming 
mimic bays and peninsulas. The middle of the 
stream, where the current is strong'est, is not yet 
frozen over, but runs darkly along like a river 
between its frozen banks. In some parts where the 
banks are steep and overhung with roots and shrubs, 
the fallen snow and water take the most fantastic 
forms. 

I ha\"e stood of a bright winter day looking with 
infiuite delight on the beautiful mimic waterfalls 
cong'ealed into solid lee along the bank of the river; 
and by the mill-dam, from contemplating these petty 
frolics of Father Frost, I have been led to picture to 
Illyself the sublime scenery of the arctic regions. 

In spite of its length and extreme severity, I do 
like the Canadian winter: it is decidedly the health-
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iest season of the year; and it is no small enjoy
ment to be exempted from the torments of the insect 
tribes, that are certainly great drawbacks to your 
comfort in the warmer months. 

We have just received your last packet ;-a thou
sand thanks for the contents. Weare all delighted 
with your useful presents, especially the warm shawls 
and merinos. )1y little James looks extremely well 
in his new frock and cloak; they will keep him very 
warm this cold weather: he kissed the pretty fur
lined slippers you sent me, and said, "Pussy, pussy." 
By the way, we have a fine cat called Nora Crena, 
the parting g.·ift of our friend , who left her as 
a keepsake 10r my boy. Jamie dotes upon her; and 
I do assure you I regard her almost as a second 
Whittington's cat: neither mouse nor chitmunk has 
dared intrude within our log-walls since she made her 
appearance; the very crickets, that used to distract 
us with their chirping from morning: till night, 
have forsaken their old haunts. Besides the crickets, 
which often swarm so as to become intolerable nui
sances, destroying your clothes and woollens, we are 
pestered by large black ants, that gallop about, 
eating up sugar preserves, cakes, anything nice they 
can gain access to; these insects are three times the 
size of the black ants of Britain, and haye a most 
voracious appetite: when they find no better prey 
they kill each other, and that with the fierceness and 
subtilty of the spider. They appear less sociable in 
their habits than other ants; though, from the num
bers that invade your dwellings, I should think they 
formed a community like the rest of their species. 
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The first year's residence in a new log-house you 
are disturbed Ly a continual creaking sound which 
grates upon the ears exceedingly, till you become 
aCl'll!'tomed to it: this is produced by an insect com
mon Iy called a " sawyer." This is the Ian a' of some 
fly that depo~its its eggs in the bark of the pint'· 
trees. The animal in its immature state is of a whitish 
colour; the Lody composed of eleYeIl rings; the 
head armed with a pair of short, hard pincers: the 
skin of this creature is so rough that Oil passing your 
finger oYer it, it reminds you of a rasp, yet to the eye 
it is perfectly :'mtJoth. You would be surprised at the 
heap of fine saw· dust that is to be seen below the 
hole the), have been working in all night. These 
su\\)ers form a fine feast for the woodpeckers, and 
jointly they assist in promoting the rapid decompo
sition of the g;ig'<Intic forest-trees, that "ould other
wise encumber the earth ti'om age to age. How 
infinite is that Wisdom that rules the natural \H)\'ld! 
How (iften do we see great events brought about by 
seeming'ly insignificant ag;ents! Yet arc t:le} all 
s('nunts of the ~I (lst If igh, worJ..illg; his "ill, and 
fulfilling his behests. Olle great want which has 
been sensibly felt in this distant settlement, I mean 
the want of public \mrship on the Sabbath-day, 
promises to be speedily remedied. A subscription 
is about to be opened among the settlers of this and 
part of the adjacent township for the erection of 
a small building, which may answer the purpose of 
church and school-house; also for the means of 
pay III g' a minister for stated seasons of attendance. 
--- has allowed his parlour to be used as a tem-
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porary church, and senice has been several times 
performed by a highly respectable young Scotch derg'y
man; and I can assure you ,ye haw a considerable 
congregation, considering how scattered the inhabi
tants are, and that the emig'rants consist of catho
lics and dissenters, as well as episcopalians. 

These distinctions, however, are not carried to such 
lengths in this country as at home; especially where 
the want of religious observances has been sensibly 
felt. The word of God appears to be listened to 
with gladness. ~1ay a blessing' attend those that in 
spirit and in truth would restore again to us the 
public duties of the Sabbath, which, left to our own 
guidance, we are but too much inclined to neglect. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

llusy Spring.-Iucrease of Society and Comfort,-Recollections of lIome 
-Aul'ura llore.llis. 

TillS has been a busy spring with us. First, sugar
making on a larger scale than our first attempt was, 
and since that we had workmen making considerable 
addition to our house; we have built a large and 
convenient kitchen, taking the former one for a bed. 
room; the root-house and dairy are nearly completed. 
\V c have a well of excellent water close beside the 
door, and a fine frame-barn was finished this week, 
which includes a g'ood granary and stable, with a 
place for my poultry, in which I take great delight. 

Besides a fine brood of fowls, the produce of two 
hells and a cock, or rooster, as the Yankees term that 
bird, I have some ducks, and am to have turkeys and 
L!,Te~(' this summer. I lost several of my best fowls, 
not by the hawk but a horrid beast of the same nature 
as our polecat, called here a scunck; it is far more 
destructive in its nature than either fox or the hawk, 
for he comes like a thief in the night and ill\ades 
the perch, leaving headless mementos of his barba
rity and blood·thirsty propensities. 

We are having the garden, which hitherto has been 
nothing but a square enclosure for vegetables, laid 
out in a prettier form; two half circular wings sweep 
off from the entrance to each side of the house; the 
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fence is a sort of rude basket or hurdle-work, such as 
you see at home, called by the country folk wattleu 
fence: this forms a much more picturesque fence 
than those usually put up of split timber. 

Along this little enclosure I have begun planting 
a sort of flowery hedge with some of the native shrubs 
that abound in our woods and lake-shores. 

Among those already introduced are two species 
of shrubby honeysuckle, white and rose-blossomed: 
these are called by the American botanists qllilostillm. 

Then I have the white Spirmajrutex, which grows 
profusely on the lake-shore; the Canadian wild rose; 
the red flowering raspberry (rubus spectabilis), lea
ther-wood (dircas), called American mezereon, or 
moose-wood; this is a very pretty, and at the same 
time useful shrub, the bark being used by farmers 
as a substitute for cord in tying sacks, &c.; the In
dians sew their birch· bark baskets with it occasionally. 

Wild gooseberry, red and black currants, apple
trees. with here and there a standard hawthorn, the 
native tree bearing nice red fruit I named before, are 
all I have as yet been able to introduce. 

The stoup is up, and I have just planted hops at 
the base of the pillars. I have got two bearing shoots 
of a purple wild grape from the island near us, which 
I long to see in fruit. 

My husband is in good spirits; our darling boy is 
well, and runs about everywhere. We enjoy a plea
sant and friendly society. which has increased so 
muoh within the last two lears that we can hardly 
regret our absence from the more populous town. 

My dear sister and her husband are comfortably 
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settled 1I1 their new abode, and have a fine spot 
clearecl and cropped. \Ve often see them, and enjoy 
a chat of home - sweet, ne\-er-to-be-forgotten home; 
and cheat ourselve,; into the fond belief that, at no 
very distant time lIe Illay again retrace its fertile 
fields and fkl\\('ry dales. 

With what delight we should introduce our young· 
Canadialls to tlll'ir grandmother and aUllts; my little 
bushman shall early be taught to lisp the names of 
those unknown but dear friends, and to love the lands 
that g'a \ (' birth to his parents, the bonny hilIs of thc 
north and Illy own beloved England. 

J'\ ot to reg-ret Illy absence from my native land, 
and one so fair and lovely \Iithal, would argue a heart 
of insensibility; yet I must say, for all its roughne~s, 
I love Can·lda, and am as happy in my humble log
house as if it were courtly hall or bower; habit re
conciles us to many thing·s that at first were distaste
ful. It has ever been my way to extract the sweet 
rather than the bitter in the, cup of life, and surely it 
is best and wisest so to do. In a country where con
stant exertion is called for from all ages and degrees 
of settlers, it would be foolish to a degree to damp our 
energies by complaints, and cast a gloom over our 
homes by sitting dejectedly down to lament for all 
that was so dear to us in the old country. Since we 
are here, let us make thE; best of it, and bear with 
cheerfulness the lot we haw chosen. I believe that 
one of the chief ingredients in human happiness is a 
capacity for enjoying the blessings we possess. 

Though at our first outset we experienced many 
disappointments, many unlooked-for expenses, and 
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many annoying delays. with some wants that to us 
seemed great privations. on the whole we have 
been fortunate. especially in the situation of our land, 
which has increased in yalue very considerably; our 
chief difficulties are now oyer, at least we hope so, 
and we trust soon to enjoy the comforts of a cleared 
farm. 

My husband is becoming more reconciled to the 
country, and I daily feel my attachment to it 
strengthening. The very stumps that appeared so 
odious, through long- custom, seem to lose some of 
their hideousness; the eye becomes familiarized evell 
with objects the most displeasing, till they cease to be 
observed. Some century hence how different will this 
spot appear! I can picture it to my imagination with 
fertile fields and groves of trees planted by the hand 
of taste ;-all will be different; our present rude dwel· 
lings will have given place to others of a more elegant 
style of architecture, and comfort and grace will rule 
the scene which is now a forest wild. 

You ask me if I like the climate of Upper Canada; 
to be candid I do not think it deserves all that tra
vellers have said of it. The summer heat of la"t yeal' 
was very oppressi\e; the drought was extreme, and 
in some respects proved rather injurious, especially 
to the potatoe crop. The frosts set in early. and so 
did the snows; as to the far·farmed Indian summer 
it seems to have taken its farewell of the land, for 
little of it have we seen during three years' residence. 
Last year there was not a semblance of it, and this 
year one horrible dark gloomy day, that reminded me 
most forcibly of a London fog. and which was to the 
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full as dismal and depressing, was declared by the old 
inhabitants to be the commencement of the Indian 
summer; the sun looked dim and red, and a yellow 
lurid mist (larkened the atmosphere, so that it became 
almost necessary to light candles at noonday. If 
this be Inllian summer, then might a succession of 
London fo~s be termed the "London summer," 
thought I, as I groped about in a sort of bewildering 
dusky light all that day; and g'lad was I when, after a 
day or two"s heavy rain, the frost and snow set in. 

Very variable, as far as our experience goes, this 
climate has been; no two seasons have been at all 
alike, and it is supposed it will be still more variable 
as the work of clearing the forest goes on from year 
to year. Near the rivers and great lakes the climate 
is much milder and more equable; more inland, the 
snow seldom falls so as to allow of sleig'hing for weeks 
after it has become general; this, considering the 
state of our bush-roads. is rather a point in our favour, 
as travelling becomes less laborious, though still 
somewhat rough. 

I have seen the aurora borealis several times; also 
a splendid meteoric phenomenon that surpassed every 
thing I had en'r seen or even heard of before. I 
was very much amused l)y overhearing a young lad 
giving a gentleman a description of the appearance 
made by a cluster of the shooting-stars as they fol
lowed each other in quick succession athwart the sky . 
• , Sir," said the boy, "[ nen'r saw such a sight 
before. and I can only liken the chain of stars to a 
1ogging-chain." Certainly a most natural and unique 
simile, quite in character with the occupation of the 
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lad, whose business was often with the oxen and their 
logging-chain, and after all not more rustic than the 
familiar names giwn to many of our most superb 
constellations, - Charles's wain, the plough, the 
sickle, &c. 

Coming home one night last Christmas from the 
house of a friend, I was struck by a splendid pillar of 
pale greenish light in the west: it rose to some height 
above the dark line of pines that crowned the oppo
site shores of the Otanabee, and illumined the hea
vens oJ). either side with a chaste pure light, such as 
the moon gives in her rise and setting; it was not 
quite pyramidical, though much broader at the base 
than at its highest point; it gradually faded, till a 
faint white glimmering light alone marked where 
its place had been, and even that disappeare.d after 
some half hour's time. It was so fair and lovely a 
\ision I was grieyed when it vanished into thin air, 
and could have cheated fancy into the belief that it 
was the robe of some bright visitor fi'om another and a 
better world ;-imagination apart, could it be a phos
phoric exhalation from some of our many swamps or 
inland lakes, or was it at all connected with the aurora 
that is so frequently seen in our skies? 

I must now close this epistle; I have many letters 
to prepare for friends, to whom I can only write when 
I have the opportunity of free conveyance, the inland 
postage being very high; and you must not only pay 
for all you receive but all you send to and from New 
York. • 

Adieu, my kindest and best of friends. 

Douro. Ml1v 1st. 183:>. 





APPEN DIX. 

[The folluwing Communications have been recciv\~d from the 

Writer of this 'York during its progress through the Prt'~s.] 

MAPLE-SUGAR. 

'THIS spring I have made maple-sugar of a much 
finer colour and grain than any I have yet seen; 
and have been assured by many old settlers it was 
the best, or nearly the best, they had ever met with: 
which commendation induces me to give the plan 
I pursued in manufacturing it. The sap having 
been boiled down in the sugar-bush from about six
teen pailsful to two, I first passed it through a thin 
flannel bag, after the manner of a jelly-bag, to strain 
it from the first impurities, which are great. I then 
passed the liquor through another thicker flannel 
into the iron pot, in which I purposed boiling down 
the sugar, and while yet cold, or at best but luke
warm, beat up the white of one egg to a froth, 
and spread it gently over the surface of the liquor, 
watching the pot carefully after the fire began to 
heat it, that I might not suffer the scum to boil 
into the sugar. A few minutes before it comes to 
a boil, the scum must be carefully removed with a 
skimmer, or ladle,-the former is best. I consider 
that on the care taken to remove every particle of 
scum depends, in a great measure, the brightness 
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and clearness of the sugar. The best rule I can g'ive 
as to the sugaring'-off, as it is termed, is to let the 
liquid continue at a fast boil: only be careful to keep 
it from coming over by keeping a little of the liquid 
in your stirring-ladle, ano when it boils up to the 
top, or you see it ri-ing too fast, throw i II a little 
from time to time to keep it down; or if you boil Oll 

a cooking-stove, throwing open olle or all the doors 
will prevent boiling onT. Those that sugar-off outside 
the house have a \\Ooden crane fixed against a stump, 
the fire being lighted against the stump, and the ket
tle suspended on the crane: by this simple wntrivance, 
(for any bush-boy can fi'( a crane of the kiud,) the 
sugar need never rise over if common attention be 
paid to the boiling'; but it does require constant 
watching: one idle glance may waste much of the 
precious fluid. I had only a small cooking-stove to 
boil my sugar on, the pots of which were thought 
too small, and !lot well shaped, so that at first my 
fears were that I mnst relinquish the trial; but I per
severed, and experience com inces me a stove is an 
excellent furnace fur the purpose; as you can regulate 
the heat as you like. 

One of the most anxious periods in the boiling I 
founo to be when the liquor began first to assume a 
yellowish frothy appearance, and cast up so great a 
volume of steam ii'om its surface as to obscure the 
contents of the pot; as it may then rise over almost 
unperceived by the most vigilant eye. As the liquor 
thickens into molasses, it becomes a fine yellow, and 
seems nothing but thick froth. When it is getting 
pretty well boiled down, the drops begin to fall clear 
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and ropy from the ladle; and if you see little bright 
grainy-looking bubbles in it, drop some on a cold 
plate, and continue to stir or rub it till it is quite cold: 
if it is ready to granulate, you will find it gritty, and 
turn whitish or pale straw colour, and stiff. The 
sugar may then safely be poured off into a tin dish, 
pail, basin, or any other utensil. I tried two different 
methods after taking the sugar from the fire, but 
could find little difference in the look of the sugar, 
except that in one the quantity was broken up more 
completely; in the other the sugar remained in larg'e 
lumps, but equally pure and sparkling. In the first I 
kept stirring the sugar till it began to cool and form 
a whitish thick substance, and the grains were well 
crystallized; in the other process,-which I think 
preferable, as being the least troublesome,-I waited 
till the mass was hardened into sugar, and then, 
piercing the crust in many places, I turned the mass 
into a cullender, and placed the cullender over a 
vessel to receive the molasses that drained from the 
sugar. In the course of the day or two, I frequently 
stirred the sugar, which thus became perfectly free 
from l!loisture, and had acquired a fine sparkling 
grain, tasting exactly like sugar-candy, free from any 
taste of the maple·sap, and fit for any purpose. 

I observed that in general maple-sugar, as it is 
commonly made, is hard anel compact, showing litt!e 
grain, and weighing very heavy in proportion to its 
bulk. Exactly the reverse is the case with that I made, 
it being' extremely light fo .... its bulk, all the heavy 
molasses having been separated, instead of dried into 
the sugar. Had the present season been at all a 

T3 
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favourable one, which it was not, we should have 
made a good quantity of excellent sugar. 

VI:'-IEGAR. 

By boilil1g (10\\11 fhe gallons of sap to one, and 
when just a little abow the heat of new milk, putting 
in a cupful of b,trI11 (hop-risil1g' will do if it be 
good), and letting the vessel remain in your kitchen 
chimney-corner during the summer, and perhaps 
longer, you will obtaid a fine, cheap, pleasant, and 
strong \inegar, fit fi)r any purpose. This plan I haw 
pursued successfully two years. Care must be taken 
that the cask or keg be well seasoned and tight before 
th~ vinegar is put ill; as the dryness of the summer 
heat is apt to shrink the vessel, and make it leak. 
If putty~well wrought, tar, or even yellow soap, be 
rubbed over the seams, and round the inner rim of 
the head of the cask, it will preserve it from opening. 
The equal temperature of the kitchen is preferred by 
experienced hou"e\\i\e~ to letting the vinegar stand 
abroad; they aver the coldness of the nights in this 
country is prejudicial to the process, being as speedily 
perfected as if it underwent no such check. By those 
well skilled in the manufacture of home-made wines 
and beer, excellent maple-wine and beer might be 
produceu at a v:ery trifling expense; i. e. that of the 
labour and skill exercised in the making it. 

Every settler gTowS, as an ornament in his garden, 
or should grow, hops, which form one of the principal 
components of maple-beer when added to the sap. 

HOP-RISING. 

This excellent, and, I might add, indispensable, 



APPENDIX. 319 

article in every settler's house, is a valuable substitute 
for ale or beer-yeast, and is made in the following 
simple manner :-Take two double handfuls of hops, 
boil in a gallon of soft water, if you can get it, till 
the hops sink to the bottom of the [vessel; make 
ready a batter formed by stirring a dessert-platefull 
of flour and cold water till smooth and pretty thick 
together; strain the hop-liquor while scalding hot 
into the vessel where your batter is mixed ready; let 
one person pour the hop-liquor while the other keeps 
stirring the batter. When cooled clown to a gentle 
warmth, so that you can bear the finger well in it, add 
a cup or basinful of the former barm, or a bit of lea
ven, to set it to work; let the barm stand till it has 
worked well, then bottle and cork it. Set it by in a 
cellar or cool place if in summer, and in winter it is 
also the best place to keep it from freezing. Some 
persons add two or three mealy potatoes boiled ;}nd 
finely bruised, and it is a great improvement during 
the cool months of the year. Potatoes in bread may 
be introduced very advantag>eously; and to first set
tlers, who have all their flour to buy, I think it must 
be a saving. 

The following method I found made more pala
table and lighter bread than flour, mixed in the 
usual way :-Supposing I wanted to make up about a 
stone and half of flour, I boiled (having first pared 
them carefully)-say three dozen-goad-sized potatoes 
in about three quarts or a gallon of water, till the 
liquor had the appearance of a thin gruel, and the 
potatoes had become almost entirely incorporated 
with the water. With this potatoe-gruel the flour 



:l:!O APPE~DIX. 

was mixed up, no water being required, unless by 
l'hance I had not enoug'h of the mixture to moisten 
my flour sufficiently. The same process of kneading, 
fermenting with barm, &e., is pursued with the dough, 
as with other bread. In baking:, it turns of a bright 
light brown, anrl is lighter than bread made after the 
('ammon process, and therefore I consider the know
ledge of it serviceable to the emigrant's Lunily. 

SALT-RISING. 

This is a barm much med by the Yanky settlers; 
but thoug'h the bread is decidedly whiter, and prettier 
to look at, than that raised in any other way, the 
peculiar flavour it imparts to the bread renders it 
hig'hly disagreeable to :-ome persons. Another dis
advantClg'e is, the dimculty of fermenting; this barm 
in the winter season, a~ it requires a temperature 
which is very difficult to preserve in a Canadian 
winter day. Moreover, after the barm has once 
reached its height, unless immediately made use of, 
it sinks, and rises again no more: careful people, of 
course, who know this peculiarily, are on the watch, 
being ;mare of the ill consequences of heavy bread, 
or hayillg' no bread but bannocks in the house. 

As near as I can recollect, the salt-rising' is made 
as follows:-For a small baking of two or three 
loaves, or one large hake-kettle-loaf, (about the 
size of a London peck loaf,) take about a pint 
of moderately warm water, (a pleasant heat to the 
hand,) and stir into the jug or pot containing' it as 
much flour as will make a good batter, not too thick; 
add to this half a tea-spoonful of salt, not more, and set 
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the vessel in a pan of moderately warm water, within 
a little distance of the fire, or in the sun: the water 
that surrounds the pot in which your rising is, must 
never be allowed to cool much below the original heat, 
more warm water being added (in the pan, not to the 
barm) till the whole is in an active state of fermen
tation, which will be from six to eight hours, when 
the dough must be mixed with it, and as much warm 
water or milk as you require. Knead the mass till it 
is tough, and does not stick to the board. l\lake up 
your loaf or loaves, and keep them warmly covered 
near the fire till they rise: they must be baked di
rectly this second rising takes place. Those that 
bake what I term a shanty loaf, in an iron bake-pot, 
or kettle, placed on the hot embers, set the dough to 
rise over a very few embers, or near the hot hearth, 
keeping the pot or pan turned as the loaf rises; 
when equally risen all over they put hot ashes be
neath and upon the lid, taking care not to let the 
heat be too fierce at first. As this is the most com
mon method of baking, and the first that a settler 
sees practised, it is as well they should be made 
familiar with it beforehand. At first I was inclined 
to grumble and rebel against the expediency of bake
pans or bake-kettles; but as cooking-stoves, iron 
ovens, anu even brick and clay-built ovens, will not 
start up at your bidding in the bush, these substi
tutes are valuable, and perform anum bel' of uses. 
I have eaten excellent lig'ht bread, bakeu on the 
emigrant's hearth in one of these kettles. I have 
eaten boiled potatoes, baked meats, excellent stews, 
and good soups, all cooked at different times in this 
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universally useful utensil: so let it not be despised. 
It is one of those things peculiarly adapted to the 
circumstallC:es of settlers in the bush before they have 
('ollectecl those comforts about their homesteads, 
\rithin and without, that are the reward and the slow 
gleaning·up (If Illall y years of toil. 

'fhere are several other sorts of rising similar to 
the salt-rising. "l\I ilk-rising," which is mixed with 
milk, warm from the cow, and about a third warm 
water; and" bran-rising," which is Imide with bran 
instead of flour, and is preferred by many persons to 
either of the former kinds. 

SOFT So,\P. 

Of the maldng of soft soap I can give little or no 
correct information, never having been giwn any 
clT/ain rule myself; and my own experience is too 
limited. I was, however, given a hint from a pro
fes~ional gentleman, which I mean to act upon fi)rth
with. I m;t~ad of boiling the soap, which is some 
trouble, he assureu me the best plan was to run off 
the ley from a barrel of ashes: into this ley I might 
put four or fiH~ pounds of any sort of grease, such as 
pot skimmings, rinds of bacon, or scraps from frying 
down ~lIct; in short any refuse of the kinu would do. 
'fhe barrel with its cOlltenb may then be placed in 11 

secure situation in the garden or yard, exposed to the 
sun and air. I n course of time the ley and grease 
become incorporateu: if the grease predominates it 
will be seen floating Oil the surface; in such case add 
more ley; if the mixture does not thicken, add more 
grease. X ow, this is the simplest, easiest, and 
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clearest account I have yet received on the subject of 
soap-making, which hitherto has seemed a mystery, 
even though a good quantity was made last spring by 
one of my servants, and it turned out well: but she 
could 110t tell why it succeeded, for want of being able 
to explain the principle she worked from. 

CANDLES. 

Everyone makes their own candles (i. e. if they 
have any materials to make them from). The great 
difficulty of making candles-and, as far a.s I see the 
only one, is procuring the tallow, which a hush-settler, 
until he begins to kill his own beef, sheep, and hogs, 
is rarely able to do, unless he buys; and a settler buys 
nothing that he can help. A cow, however, that is 
unprofitable, old, or unlikely to survive the severity of 
the coming winter, is often suffered to go dry during 
the summer, and get her own living, till she is fit 
to kill in the fall. Such an animal is often slaugh
tered very advantageously, especially if the settler 
have little fodder for his cattle. The beef is often 
excellent, and good store of candles and soap may 
be made from the inside fat. These candles, if 
made three parts beef and one part hogs'-lard, wil 
burn better than any store-candles, and cost less than 
half price. The tallow is merely melted in a pot or 
pan convenient for the purpose, and having run the 
cotton wicks into the moulds (tin or pewter moulds 
for six candles cost three shiItings at the stores, and 
last many, many years), a stick or skewer is passed 
through the loops of your wicks, at the upper part of 
the stand, which serve the purpose of drawing the 
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candles. The melted fat, not too hot, but in a fluid 
state, is then pomed into the moulds till they are 
full; as the f~'lt gods cold it shrinks, and leaves a 
hollow at the top of the mould: this requires filling 
up when quite cold. If the candles do not draw 
readily, plunge the mould for an instant into hot water, 
and the candles will come out easily. l\Iany persons 
prefer making dip-candles for kitchen use; but for 
my own part I think the trouble quite as great, and 
g'ive the preference, ill point of lleatne~s of look, to 
the moulds, It may be, my maid and I did not suc
ceeu so well in making' the dips as the moulds. 

PICKLING. 

The great want of spring vegetables renders pickles 
a valuable addition to the table at the season when 
potatoes ha\'e become unfit and distasteful. If you 
have been fortunate in your maple-vinegar, a store 
of pickled cLll:Umbers, beans, cabbage, &c. may be 
made during the latter part of the summer; but if 
the \ inegar should not be fit at that time, there are 
two expedients: one is to make a good brine of boiled 
salt and water, into which throw your cucumbers, &c. 
(the cabbage, hy the by, may be preserved in the 
root-house or cellar quite good, or buried in pits, 
well co\'ered, till you want to make your pickle). 
Those veg'etables, kept in brine, must be covered 
c1os~, and when you wish to pickle them, remove the 
top layer, which are not so good; and having boiled 
the vinegar with spices let it stand till it is cold. The 
cucumbers should previuusly h;l\ e been well washed, 
and soaked in two or three fresh waters, and drained; 
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then put in a jar, and the cold vinegar poured over 
them. The advantage of this is obvious; you can 
pickle at any season. Another plan, and I have 
heard it much commended, is putting the cucumbers 
into a mixture of whiskey *- and water, which in time 
turns to a fine vinegar, and preserves the colour and 
crispness of the veg'etable; while the vinegar is apt to 
make them soft, especially if poured on boiling hot, 
as is the usual practice. 

'* In the" Backwoodsman," this whiskey-receipt is mentioned 
as an abominable compound: perhaps the witty author had tasted the 
pickles in an improper state of progression. He gives a lamen
table picture of American cookery, but declares the badness arises 
from want of proper receipt.. These yeast-receipts will be ex
tremely useful in England; as the walll of fresh yeast i. often 
severely felt in country districts. 
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[In the wish to render this \Vork of more }lractical vallie to 
persons desiring to emigr::.te, some official information IS 

subjoined, under the following heads :--) 

STATISTICS OF E\IIGRATION. 

1. The number of Sales and Grants of Crown Land!>, 
Clerg-y Reserves. Conditions, &c. 

II. Information for Emigmnts; Number of Emigrants 
arrived: with extracts from Papers issued hy 
Government Emigration Agents, &c. 

III. Ab~tract of the American Pa~sengers' Act, of 
Session 1835. 

IV. Transfer of Capital. 
V. Canadian Currency. 
VI. Canada Company. 
VII. British American Land Company. 

I. Sales and Grants of Crown Lands. 
The following tables, abstracted from Parliamentary 

documents, exhibit-

1. The quantity of Crown lands sold in Upper and 
Lower Canada from 1828 to 1833, Inclusive, with the 
average price per acre, &c. 

2. Town and park lots sold in Upper Canada during 
the same period. 

3. The quantity of Crown lands granted without pur
chase, and the conditions on which the grants were 
given, from 1824 to 1833, inclusive. 

4. The amount of clergy reserves sold in each year 
since the sales commenced under the Act 7 and 8 
Geo. IV., c. 62. 
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Crou'll Lallds sold from 1828 to 1833. 

LOWER CANADA. 

Amount of pur-
Amount of pur- Amount of quit-

N b f I A\erage 
r.h:1s~-monev rent at 5 per cent "'hole amount cllase·molieT remltterl to roili- on Ih" PUI" Year. um er 0 1ll"ice 

It'c~hcd "ith1n t.lI y purchasers chase-muney oCthe 

~~ • .old 1-== Ih~ fh.t )e"r. "ithlll the Ii .. t rercl\cu \\ithin purcllase-molley. 
ye,lf. the lir.t ye,H. 

------
I. d. £. s. tl. £. s. d. £. s. d. £. 8. tl. 

1828 20,Oll 4 II 1,2.).) 1--1 lU -- 39 12 Ii 5,0--14 9 9 
1829 31,366 5 2~ ..Jr.G 2 11 -- 307 11 ° 7,469 17 7 .. 
1830 28,077 5 8! 273 lU 5 -- 3·)0) 3 ° 7,..Jr.l 13 5 
1831 51,357 6 11 815 19 8 -- 4S--11--1 7 12,442 8 0 
1832 2.1,07.1 G 9! 1,013 1 11 5~)5 11 ° 119 2 7 6,139 ° 10 
1833 42':J70 4 2 1,975 10 II 1,936 9 2 -- 7, ;)-19 1 5: 

Totals. 197,45:> ---I 46,106 11 ° 
-- ----

The conditions on which the land was sold were_on sales on instalments, to be paid 
within three years; 01' on sales on quit-rent, at 5 per cent., capital redeemable at pleasure. 
N .B. Sales on quit-rent ceased in 11:)32_ 
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Year. 

1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 

ITotals • . 

NnmlJer of 
acreS 501t1. 

3,8S3 
G,ITi 
4 .. );)7 

10,323 
26,376 

Crown Lands sold from 1828 to 1833. 

rpPER CANADA. 

I Amount of 

i 
AYerag(! 

I llllrcllase-mClnt'Y price n'ceiH>,l within the 
I I,er ael·e. fir,! year. 
------

s. d. £. s. d. 
15 Ii 7GO 6 10 
13 8~ I,3~)OI6 G 
11 ~ 1,626 15 0 
9 It 2,503 3 ;) 
8 9! 5,660 8 3 

-------
51,07-1 

Intl'l'l'st is now exactl'd on the instalments pail\. 

"'hole amount of 
IIlII chase-mont:-y. 

£. s. d. 
2,9.10 17 " .J 

<1,'..'09 3 0 
2,.158 1 8 
.j, ill 2 9 

II ,578 19 3 

I 25,898 3 11 
-

Three years is the llull1hn within which the whole amount of tIll' plll'chase·m01H'Y is 
to be paid, The sales of tllwn lots. wah'r luts. ailtl park lots. in lTppl'r Canal\a. are not 
includl'd in this tahll'. on aennmt of thl' lli'prol'oltionatl' efil'ct which thl' t"oll1l'aratil"l'ly 
large sums paitl for t}Il'Sl' small lots wOllll} han' on the average I'riCl' I'l'1" anI'. TIll')" are 
givell. therefure, sl'parately. in the following table:-
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T{jll'lI and Pari! Lois Slild in [;l'pFr Canada/rom 1828101833, 

A\'e!ngc Amount 01' 

Year. Numh~l' of ptl!·chase money "'hole amount of 
acres sold, price 

recd\'t.~cl within tho purchase mUlley. per acre. 
tirsl year. 

----- ------
£. 8. d. £. s. d. £. s. tI. 

1828 2 l~G 0 0 63 () 0 ~j:! 0 0 
1829 -- -- 63 0 0 --
1830 }9 10 10 6± 5,"') 0 0 200 0 0 
1831 3 8 7 6t *!)j 1:3 8 .,' _.J 

., ti 
1832 30 15 18 6 81 18 9 

, 
327 I j () 

1833 11-1 1-1 13 9 634 8 6 1,674 !) 0 

---------------
Totals. . 168 2,479 G 8 

- --

c::: There were no sales in 18~9. Thl' £63 currency l,aid that year was paid as instal-
~ ments on lots sold in the previous year. 

The whole amount of the purchase-money to he pail) within three years. 
* Note.-It is so given in the Parliamentary Return, hut pl'Obably the 9 should be 1. 
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The following exhibits the quantity of Crown Lands granted, and the conditions on 
which the granh were gi\'en. from 18:!3 to 1833. 

LOWER l'A);,\lH. 

I Nnmht'T of 
Number or 

Number of 
acres ~rUlJtl'fl Numh~r or acre5 grantell. Total 

aCl'es g-ra II tl'd not cllmitl,!; Year. to militia I tn discharged acrt'~ ~rant('d "itilin the llumlwr of 
I sohlil'r'i anti 10 ullieers. acres gr .. lUtl'll. 

__ Cl"m,:._. _I previol1s 
}letiSiUllers. dt"scriptions. 

---- -------
1824 ~)1, 81 ° -- .\,100 3--1,859 90,7fl9 
182j 31,fi:lO -- 1.000 16,27-1 -1~) .8'1-1 
1826 3,:)25 ~) ,:)00 -- 48,22-1 57,2-19 
1827 7./)--10 (;,300 800 38,37'3 I 53 .ll~ 
1,-:2.'3 7.300 -- --I, :,0--1 9,036 20,S-1U 
1829 3.200 -- -- 5.:!S·.! 8.-1S·~ 
18:W 81.-12,) I 2,UOO 10,670 91, U!I~) -- I 

1831 9,--100 8,273 :3,-l08 9,900 30,931 
Ifol.12 10. II/) 19.000 4,00U 4,000 37, llG 
1833 5,200 22,500 1,200 -- 28,0UO 

------- -------
Totals. 212,:.l3fl 61,;)73 21,01 :.l 176,(;23 -til,4H 

I 

8,/I/I'I"S Conriili,,",,-That he <10 dear t\\enly reet of road ou his lut within Ihe space uf nincly <lays. 
Jl[:litllr,l/ fllld Jlililia f'(mditill"s.-That hl' do, vdthill the space of three years, clear and cultivate fUllr acres of 

his t.Jt, alltl uuihl a dwelliug-house thl'reun. 

~ 
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Year. 

UPPER CANADA. 

. I Number of I 1 Number of I 
N umb,'r of acres oraD!e.i Number of I acres grall!L'd. Number of 

aCft'S g~':~l~ted I to dis~har"ed acres 'ranted n~t c,ullung I acres granted 
to llllillla I r ~ d t Ii; I \\ltlllll th~ I to U. E. 
claimallts. su l It?S a~l 0 i) cers. previous' Lo}'alists .• 

Total 
number of 

acres granted. 
penslOne's. ,descriptiolls I ~ 

ls~-I ~)I,.'iOO :'),800 ~OOI134,5~i-3-?-,2-0-0-11--~-~-7-,8~0 
18:..;) _0,300 5,700 8,](10 I 1-l!J,060 4;',000 :..:..8,](iO 
IM2G 16,GUO 3,100 -l,7UU ]!J,3!JO 24,300 G8,5!J0 
]827 ]0,900 4,~UO 7,~00 :JJ,600 20,200 76,100 
1828 10,800 !JOO 3,00U 4,30-1. 30.t:>OO 49,804 
182!J 5,3UO 7,50U H,400 3,~~0 22,600 47,030 
1t:>30 G,·jIlO 1:2,,',00 1~,(iOO !J,336 27,400 68,236 
1831 5,~00 58,4UO 7,:200 8,000 34,~00 113,300 
18:1'! 1!J,:l(IO 97,:0.:(10 7,(iOU, 6,100 62,GOO 193,400 
1833 I 35,200 46,000 -- i !J,100 ,135,GUO .e2;j,!J00 

Totals. 1-1-4-2 ~O-O -I 2 -n-,-!J-OO- -G-4-, 3-0-0 -1-3-7-6-,-6-20-1-4-3-3-,-40-0- -1-,-2-5-8-,3-2-0-

COllditioll.-Actual settlement. 

* U. E. Loyalists me,m~ l'nited English L(lyali~ts-in(li\'i(luals who fled from the 
United states 011 the breaking out of the ~\n1L'ricall war of in(lel'elldellce. The grants 
in the above column are lllo~tly to the children of the~e indil'iuuals. 
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The conditions in force in 1824, the time from which 
the Returns take t heir commencement, were enacted by 
Orders in Council of 20th October, 181R, and 21st 
February, 1 s~O. applied equally to all classes of grantees, 
and were as follows :-

.. That locatees shall clear thoroughly and fence five 
acres for every 100 acres granted; and build a house 
1 G feet by 20 in t he clear; ami to clear one· half of the 
road, and chop down, without charring, one chain in 
depth across the lot next to road. These road duties 
to be considered as part of the five acres per 100. The 
whole to be completed within two years from date of 
the location, and upon proof of their fulfilment patents 
to issue. 

" On the 14th of :\fay, 1830, an additional stipulation 
was made in locations to discharged soldiers, which 
requireJ an actual residence on their lots, in person, for 
five years before the issue of their patents . 

.. On the 14th of ~ovember, 1830, the then existing 
Orders in Council, respecting settlement duties, were 
cancelled, and it was ordered that in lieu thereof each 
locatee should clear half the road in front of his lot, 
and from ) 0 feet in the centre of the road cut the 
stumps so low that waggon wheel .. might pass o~-er 
t hem. Upon proof of this, and that a settler had been 
resident on the lot two years, a patent might issue. 
Locatees, however, were at liberty, instead of placing 
settlers on their lamls, to clL'ar, in addition to half the 
road on each lot, a chain in depth across the front, and 
to sow it and the road with grass seed . 

.. Upon discharged soldiers and seamen alone, under 
t his order, it became imperative to reside on and 
improve t heir lands three years before the issue of the 
paten 1. 

.. On the 24th of :'IIay, 183:2. an Order in Council 
was made, abolishing, in all cases except that of dis
charged soldiers and seamen, 1 he regulations pre
viously existing; and which directed that, upon proof 
of an actual settler being established on a lot, a patent 
should issue without the condition of settlement duty." 

The following extract is taken from" official informa-
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lion" circulated by Mr. Buchanan, and other Govern
ment emigration agents in Canada;-

"Emigrants, wishing to obtain fertile lands in the 
Canadas in a wild state by purchase from the Crown. 
may rely on every facility being afforded them by the 
public authorities. Extensive tracts are surveyed and 
offered for sale in Upper Canada monthly. and fre~ 
quently every 10 or 14 days, by the Commissioner of 
Crown lands, at upset prices, varying according to 
situation from 108. to 15s. per acre, excepting in the 
townships of Sunnidale and Nottawasaga, where the 
upset price of Crown lands is 58. only. In Lower 
Canada, the Commissioner of Crown lands at Quebec 
puts up land for sale, at fixed periods, in various town
ships, at from 2s. 6d. to 128. 6d. Halifax currency, per 
acre, payable by instalments. Wild lands may also 
be purchased from the Upper Canada Company on 
very easy tel'ms, and those pel'sons wanting improved 
farms will find little difficulty in obtaining such from 
private proprietors. On no account enter into any 
final engagement for your lands or farms without per
sonal examination, and be certain of the following 
qualifications :-

" 1. A healthy situation. 
"2. Good land. 
" 3. A pure spring, or running stream of water. 
"4. In the neighbourhood of a good, moral, and reli

gious state of society, and schools fur the education of 
your children. 

"5. As near good roads and water transport as pos
sible, saw and grist mills. 

" 6. A good title." 
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Clerg!l Reserves sold in each year since the sales commenced 
under the Act 7 and 8 Geo. If/. c. 62. 

LOWER CANADA. 

Amount of pur-
I 

Number of Average chase-money Whole amount 
Yl'ar. acres sold. price recei,·efl within of the pnrchase-

per acre. the first year. moncy. 

---------
s. d. £. 8. d. £. s. d. 

1829 1,100 4 6 10 0 ° 230 ° 0* 
1:·nu ~J, 956 4 9 5-13 17 0 1,610 3 0* 
Is;;1 11.;),'2 7 2~ 

4 
:)-11 7 6 2,665 9 3* 

I '<1:! 6,S7:3 ") 8t 53·3 '2 2 1,278 11 8 
1833 .17,278 8 2t 3,-154 11 6 12,791 17 5 

Totals 66,539 18,576 1 4 

The numher of years within which the whole amount of the purchase
mOIlt'y is to Le paid is three. 

• 011 sales on fluit rent, at 5 per cent., the capital redeemable at 
pll·<lslIre. 

:-;.11. Sak, on quit.rcnt ceased in 1832. 

UPPER CANAD.\. - I 
Averal;c Amount of pur-\ 'Vhole amollnt ~umherof chase.molll!V 

Year. llcres soh!. price received witliin of the purchase-
pcr acre. the first )'var. mOllt·y. 

---- ----
s. d. I L s. d. £. s. d. 

1"'29 18,014 l.t "I '2,-164 14 U 13,:2'29 ° ° Ll" 
IS:30 :3-1,7115 13 G i 6,153 :) 9 :!:l,452 4 ° 1'.::l1 '2" ,563 12 Ii 1 8,010 2 11 17.362 H 1 
ISJ:! 48,484 13 3" 110, '239 9 7 3'2,2Fl7 19 ° "4 
U,33 62.:!:"'2 14 4t 14,080 16 8 44,747 19 9 

---- -------
Totals . 192,049 131,079 14 10 

The whule amount uf the 1'1lrchase-money to be paid in 
\lim' years. In a(lditiull to the llUrchase-money lJaid, interest 
has also ueen IJaid with each instalment, a statement of which 
is as fullows :-

Intercst rccciycd in 

., 
" 

1529 
uno 
]831 
1832 
1833 

£1 7 
62 16 
~J9 14 
.)73 17 
854 4 

3 
1 
9 
2 
3 

currency. 

" 

" 
" 
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II. InjormationjQ1' Emigmnls. 
In the year 1832 a little pamphlet,of advice to emi

grants was issued by his Majesty's Commissioners for 
Emigration *, which contained some useful information 
in a small compass. The Commission no longer exists. 
In lieu of it. J. Denham Pinnock. Esq., has been ap
pointed by Government His Majesty's agent for the 
furtherance of emigration from England to the British 
Colonies. Letters on the subject of emigration should 
be addressed to this gentleman at the Colonial Office, 
under cover to the Colonial Secretary of State. One 
chief object of his appointment is to atford facilities 
and information to parish authorities and landed pro
prietors desirous of furthering t he emigration of labourers 
and others from their respective districts, especially 
with reference to the emigTation clause of the POOl' 
Laws Amendment Act. The following Government 
emigration agents have also been appointed at the 
respective ports named ;-

Liverpool Lieut. Low, R.N. 
Bristol Lieut. Henry, R.N. 
Leith Lieut. Forrest, R.N. 
Greenock Lieut. Hemmans. R.N. 
Dublin Lieut. Hodder, R.N. 
Cork . Lieut. Friend, R.N. 
Limerick Lieut. Lynch. R.N. 
Belfast Lieut. Millar, R.N. 
Sligo . • Lieut.Shuttleworth,R.N. 

And at Quebec, A. C. Buchanan, Esq., the chief Go
vernment emigration agent, will afford every informa
tion to all emigrants who seek his advice. 

The following is an extract from the pamphlet pub
lished in 1832;-

" Passages to Quebec or New Brunswick may either 
be engaged inclusive of provisions, 01' exclusive of pro
visions, in which case the ship-owner finds nothing but 
water, fuel, and bed places, wjthout bedding. Children 

* " Information published by His Majesty's Commissioners 
for Emigration, respecting the British Colonies in North Ame
rica," London, C. Knight, 1832. Price twopence. 
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under lei years of age are charged one-half, and under 
7 year~ of age one-third of the full price, and for 
children under 12 months of age no charge is made. 
Upon these c0ndltions the price of passage from London, 
or from places on the east coast of Grf'at Britain, has 
generally been 6t. with provisions. or 3t. without. 
From Liverpool. Greenock. and the principal ports of 
Ireland. as the chances of delay are fewer, the charge 
is somewhat lower; this year [1832] it will probahly be 
from '21. to 2l. 1 Us. without provisions, or from 4l. to st. 
including provisions. It is possible that in March and 
April passages may be obtained from Dublin fOI' It. ISs., 
01' even 11. lOs.; bllt the prices always grow higher as 
the season advances. In ships sailing front Scotland or 
Ireland. it has mostly been the custom for passengers 
to find their own provisions; but this practice has not 
been so general in London, and some shipowners, 
sensible of the dangerous mistakes which may be made 
in this matter through ignorance, are very averse to 
receive passengers who will not agree to be victualled 
hy the ship. Those who do resolve to supply their 
own provisions. should at least be careful not to lay in 
an insufficient stock; fifty days is the shortest period 
for which it is safe to provide, and from London the 
passage is sometimes prolonged to seventy-five days. 
The best months for leaving England are certainly 
March and April; the later emigrants do not find 
employment so abundant, and have less time in the 
colony before the commencement of winter." 

From a printed paper. issued by Mr. Buchanan at 
Quebec, the following statements are taken: (the 
paper is dated .July, 1835) . 

.. There is nothing of more importance to emigrants, 
on arrival at Quebec, than correct information on the 
leading points connected with their future pursuits. 
Many have suffered much by a want of caution, and 
by listening to the opinions of interested, designing 
characters, who frequently offer their advice unso
licited, and who are met generally about wharfs and 
landing-places frequented by strangers: to guard emi
grants from falling into such errors, they should, imme-
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diately on arrival at Quebec, proceed to the office of 
the chief agent for emigrants, Sault-au-Matelot Street, 
Lower Town, where every information requisite for 
their future guidance in either getting settlements on 
lands, or obtaining employment in Upper 01' Lower 
Canada, will he obtained gratis. On your route from 
Quebec to your destination you will find many plans 
and schemes offered to your consideration, but turn 
away from them unless you are well satisfied of the 
purity of the statements: on all occasions when you 
stand in need of advice, apply only to the Government 
agents, who will give every information required, gratis. 

"Emigrants are informed that they may remain on 
board ship 48 hours after arrival, nor can they be 
deprived of any of their usual accommodations for 
cooking or berthing during that period, and the master 
of the ship is bound to disembark the emigrants and 
their baggage free of expense, at the usual landin~ 
places, and at seasonable hours. They should avoid 
drinking the water of the river St. Lawrence, which 
has a strong tendency to produre bowel complaints in 
strangers. 

" Should you require to change your English money, 
go to some respectable merchant or dealer, or the 
banks: the currency in the Canadas is at the rate of 
5s. the dollar, and is called Halifax currency; at pre
sent the gold sovereign is worth, in Quebec and Mon
treal, about It. 4s. Id. currency. Tn New York 8s. is 
calculated for the dollar, hence many are deceived when 
hearing of the rates of labour, &c.- 58. in Canada is 
equal to 8s. in New York; thus 88. New York currency 
is equivalent to 5s. Halifax currency . 

.. Emigrants who wish to settle in Lower Canada or 
to obtain employment, are informed that many desirable 
situations are to be met with. Wild lands may be 
obtained by purchase from the Commi!';sioner of Crown 
Lands in various townships in the province, and the 
Bntish American Land Company are making extensive 
preparations for selling lanas and farms in the Eastern 
Townships to emigrants . 

.. Farm labourers are much wanted in all the districts 
x 
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of Upper Canada, and, if industrious, they may be sure 
of obtaining very high wages; mechanics of' almost 
every description, and good servants, male and female, 
are much in request. 

"Emigrants proceeding to Upper Canada, either by 
the Ottawa or St. Lawrence rout'e, are advised to sup
ply themselves with provisions at Montreal, such as 
bread, tea, sugar, and butter, which they will purchase 
cheaper and of better qllaliiy, until they reach Kingston, 
than along the route. They are also particularly 
cautioned against the use of ardent spirits or drinkillg 
cold river wuter, or lying on the banks of the river 
exposed to the night dews; they should proceed at 
once from the steam-boat at Montreal to the tntranee 
of the Canal or Lachine, from whence the Durham and 
steam-boats start for Prescott and By town daily. The 
total expense for the transport of an adult emigrant 
from Quebec to Toronto and the head of Lake Ontario, 
by steam and Durham-boats, will not exceed II. 4s. 
currency, or It. Is. sterlmg. Kingston, Belleville, up 
the Bay of Quinte, Cobol\l'gh, and Port Hope, in the 
Newcastle dIstrict, Hamilton and Niagara at the head 
of Lake Ontario, will be convenient stopping-places for 
families intending- to purchase lands in Upper Canada . 

.. There is considerable competition among the 
Forwarding Companies at Montreal j emigrants there
fore had better exercise a little caution before agreeing 
for their transport to Prescott or Kingston, and they 
should avoid those persons that crowd on board the 
steam-boats on arrival at Montreal, offering their ser
vices to get passages, &c. Caution is also necessary 
at Prescott or Kingston, in selecting regular con
veyances up Lake Ontario. I would particularly 
advise emigrants destined for Upper Canada, not to 
incur the expense of lodging or delay at Montreal, but 
to proceed on arrival of the steam-boat to the barges for 
By town or Prescott . 

.. Labourers or mechanics dependent on immediate 
employment, are requested to proceed immediately on 
arrival into the country. The chief agent will consider 
such persons as may loiter about the ports of landing 
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beyond foul' days after their arrival, to have no further 
claims on the protection of his Majesty's agents for 
assistance or employment. unless they have been 
detained by sickness or some other satisfactory cause." 

Comparatire Statement of the number of Emigrants arrived at 
Quebec from 1829 to 1834 inclusive:-

I 1829. 1830. 183l. 1832. 1833. 18:34. 
--- --------------

~England and} 3,565 6,799 10,343 17,481 5,198 6,799 , Wales, . 
.Ireland , • • 9,614 18,300 34,133 28,204 12,013 19,206 
fScutland .•• 2,643 2,450 5,354 5,500 4,196 4,591 
IHamburg and} -- -- -- 15 -- --Gibraltar. 
No," &Oti.,} 

Newfound- 123 4:>1 424 546 345 339 laud, '''est 
Indies, &c. 

------------------
Totals , 15,945 28,000 50,2'-)4 JI,7-l6'ZI,752 30,935 

I I 

The tuta1 numher uf emibrrants arrived at Quehec, from 
18:.!9 to 183,1, is 198,63:!. It will be remarked, that the num
ber ruse high in 1831 and lEl3·!. and fell very low in 1833. 

Distribution of the 30,935 Emigrants who arrived at Quebec 
duri"g 1ti3-l:-

LOWER CANADA. 
City amI District of Quebec 
District uf Three Rivers ,.. 
District uf St. l'rancis and Eastern Townships 
('ity anel District of Montreal • , • 
Ottawa District 

Total to Lower Canada • 

UPPER CANADA. 

Ottawa, Bathurst, Midland and Eastern Districts, 1 
as far as Kingston, included • • • ( 

District uf N ewcastlo, and Tofnships in the vicinity} 
of tbe Bay of Quinttl • • • • 

Toronto and the Home District, including Settle-} 
ments round Lake Simco • • 

vQ 

1,500 
3.50 
640 

1,~00 
400 

4,090 

1,000 

2,650 

8,000 
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Ha!nilton,. Guelph, and Huron Tracts, anu situa-} 
twns adjacent . • • • • 

Niagara Fwnti,'r and District, including the line Of} 
the \V ell and Canal, and round the head of Lake 
Ontario, to Hamilton • • . . 

:"dtlem. ents bonlering on Lake Erie, inclwling the} 
London Distrid. Adelaide Settlement, and on to 
Lake St. Clair • . . • • 

Total to Upper Camda 

Died or cholera in l"l'l't'r and Lower Canada 
Returned tu C nited Kingdom 
\rent tu United States 

2,660 

3,300 

800 
3jO 

3,-ltj~) 

4,635 

Of the lIumber If :)0,93~) Emigrants lI·ho arril'erl at Quebec in 
183-1. there were of

Yoluntaryemigrants 
Assisted by lJarochial aid 
1\ um her of malt·s 
N umber of' females • 
Number uf' children under fourteen years of age 

~~,O-H 
1 ,H9~ 

13,565 
9,G,,-, 
7,681 

Emigrants who prefer going into Canada by way of 
l\' ew York will receive advice and direction by apply
ing to the British Consul at Nf'W York (James 
Buchanan, Esq.) Formerly this gentleman could pro
cure for emigrants who were positively determined to 
settle in the Canadas, permission to land their baggage 
and effects free of custom-house duty; but in a letter 
dated 16th March, 1835, he says:-

" In consequence of a change in the truly liberal 
conrse heretofore adopted at t his port, in permitting, 
without unpacking or payment of duty, of the personal 
baggage, household, and farming utensils of emigrants 
landing here to pass in transit through this state to his 
Majesty's provinces, upon evidence being furnished of 
the fact, and that such packages alone contained arti
cles of the foregoing- description, I deem it my duty to 
make known that all articles arriving at this port 
accompanying emigrants in transit to Canada, will be 
subject to the same inspection as if to remain in the 
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United States, and pay the duties to which the same 
are subjected. I think it proper to mention, that ali 
articles suited to new settlers are to be had in Canada 
on better terms than they can be brought out-and 
such as are adapted to the country." --

The difference between proceeding to Upper Canada 
by way of Quebec and New York, consists chiefly in 
the circumstance that the port of New York is open 
all the year round, while the navigation of the St. Law
rence up to Qu~bec and Montreal is tedious, and the 
river is only open between seven Hnd eight months of 
the year. The lattel' is, however, the cheapest rou1e. 
But to those who can afford it, New York is the most 
comfortable as well as the most expeditions way of 
proceeding to Upper Canada. 

The route, as given in a printed paper, distributed 
by the British consul at New York, is as follows :

"Route from New York and Albany by the Erie 
Canal to all parts of Upper Canada, west of Kingston, 
by the way of Oswego and Buffalo:-

New York to Albany, 160 miles hy steam-boat. 
Albany to Utica, 110 do. by canal or stage. 
Utica to Syracuse, 55" " " 
Syracuse to Oswego, 40" " " 
Syracuse to Rochester, 99" " " 
Rochester to Buffalo, 93" " " 
Total expense from Albany to Buffalo, by canal, 

exclusive of victuals for an adult steerage passenger
time going about 7 or 8 days - 3 dollars 63 cents; 
ditto by packet-boats, and found, 12t dollars, 6 days 
boing. 

"Ditto do. by stage, in 3t and 4 days-13 to 15 
dollars. 

"Ditto do. from Albany to Oswego by canal, 5 days 
going', 2~ dollars, 

"Ditto do. by stage, 2 days- 6~ to 7 dollars. 
"No extra charge for a moderate qllantity of baggage. 
" Route from New York 10 Montreal, Quebec, and 

all parts of Lower Canacla :--
.. New York to Albany, lGO miles by steam-boat. 

1 to 3 dollars, exclusive of food. 
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" Alhany to Whitehall, by canal, i3 miles, 1 dollar; 
stage 3 dollars . 

.. Whitehall to St. John's, by steam-boat. board 
included, cabin j dollars; deck passage :2 dollars with
out board. 

"St. John's to Laprairie, 16 miles per stage, 505. 
to is. Gd. 

"Laprairie to Montreal, per ferry steam-boat, 8 
miles,6d. _ 

" ;\Iontreal to Quebec, by steam-boat, 180 miles, 
cabin, found, It. 5s.; d~ck passage, not found, is. Gil. 

"Those proceeding to the pastern townships of 
Lower Canada, in the vicinity of Shel'brooke, Stanstead, 
s.:c., &c., will proceed to St. John's, from whence good 
roads lead to all the settled townships ea~tward. If 
they are going to the Ottawa River, they will proeeed 
from Montreal and Lachine, from whence stages, steam
boats, and batteaux go daily to Grenville, Hull, and 
By town, as also to Chateaug-uay, Glengary, CUl'!mail, 
Prescott, and. all p:ub helow Kingston . 

.. Emigrants can avail themselves of the advice and 
assistance of the following gentlemen :-at illolltreal, 
Carlisle Buchanan, Esq.; Prescott, John Patton, Esq." 

NumfleJ' of Emigrants who arri,'pr/ "f !YPII' York from the l 'Jlited 
A-/II.,/Ilo/ll }I)' si,l' years, from IS:!!! to 1834:-

hi:!!) 8,110 2,4-13 I 9~8 11 ,501 
1,';:30 IG.350 3,4!17 1,;j,';4 :!J ,43:, 
1831 13.t>1I8 G,,:!J 2,078 :2:!,607 
IS:):! Ig~!J47 6,050 3,286 :28,~8.; 
183;~ JG,OOO 
1834* 26,540 

----
Total I:!G,464 

'" The returns for 1834 are made up to the 20th November 
of that year. 
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III. American Passengers' Act. 

The 9th Geo. IV., c. 21, commonly called the" Ame
rican Passengers' Act," was repealed during the Session 
ot 1835, by an Act then passed, the 5 and 6 Will. IV., 
c. 53. The intention of the new Act is, of course, to 
secure, as effectually as possible, and more effectually 
than the previous Act did, the health and com
fort of emigrants on board of passengel' ships. By a 
clause of the Act, copies or abstracts are to be kept on 
board ships for the perusal of passengers, who may 
thu'> have an opportunity of jud~ing whether the law 
has been complied with; but the discovery of any 
infractions of the Statute may be made at a time when, 
in the particular instance, it may be toolate to remedy 
it, so far as the cOrJlfort and even the health of the pas
sengers are concerned. It is to be hoped, therefore, 
that the humane intentions of the legislature will not 
be fl'llstrated by any negligence on the part of those 
(especially of the officers of cllstoms) whose business it 
is to see that the regulations of the Act have been com
plied with before each emigrant ship leaves port. 

No passenger ship is to sail with more than three 
persons on board for every five tons of registered bur
then. Nor, whatever may be the tonnage, is there to 
be a greater number of passengers on board than after 
the rate of one person for every ten superficial feet of 
the lower deck or platform unoccupied by goods or 
stores, not being the personal luggage of the passengers. 

ShIps with more than one deck to have five feet and 
a half, at the least, between decks; and where a ship 
has only one deck, a platform is to be laid beneath the 
deck in such a manner as to afford a space of t be height 
of at least five feet and a half, and no such ship to have 
more than two hers of berths. Ships having two tiers 
of berths to have an interval of at least six inches 
between the deck or platfol'm, and the floor of the lower 
tier throughout the whole extent. 

Passenger ships are to1le provisioned in the following 
proportion :-pure water, to the amount of five gallons, 
to every week of the computed voyage, for each pas-
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sen~er-the water to be carried in tanks or sweet 
casks; seven pounds' weight of bread, biscuit, oatmeal, 
or bread stuffs, to every week for each passenger; pota
toes may be included to one·third of the extent of sup
ply, but seven pounds' weight of potatoes are to be 
reckoned equal to one pound of bread or bread stuffs. 
The voyage to N ort h America is to be computed at ten 
weeks, by which each passengel' will be secured fifty 
.~allons of water, and seventy pounds weight of bread 
or bread stuffs for the voyage. 

Where there are 1 00 passen~ers, a medical practi
tioner is to be carried; if under 100. medicines of suffi
cient amount and kind are to be taken out as part of 
the necessary supplies. 

Pas'Senger ships are not to be allowed to carry out 
ardent spirits as merchandise beyond one·tenth of the 
fJ uantity as would. but 1'01' this restriction, be allowed 
by the officers of the customs upon the victualling bill 
of such ship for the outward voyage only, according to 
the number of passengers. 

[An important restriction. which ought to be enforced 
to the letter of the law. The strong temptatic:>o which 
the tedium of a voy"ge presents to numbers pinned up 
in a small space to resort to drinking, has frequently 
made sad havoc of the money. comfort, and health of 
cmj~rants, when. especially, the ship steward has con
trived to lay in a good 'Stock of strong waters.] 

I n the enumeration of passengers, two childien above 
~even. but under fourteen. or three under seven years 
of age, are to be reckoned as one passenger. Infants 
under U months are not to be included in the enume
ration. 

Passengers are entitled to be maintained on board 
for 48 hours after the ship has arrived at her destina
tion. [Emigrants whose means are limited may thus 
avoid much inconvenience and expense. by planning 
and executing \\lith promptitude the route whith they 
mean to take. instead of landing, and loitering in the 
expensive houses of entertainment of a sea-port.] 

Masters of ships are to enter into bonds of ] ,0001. for 
the due performance of the provisions of the Act. The 
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penalty on any infraction of the law is to be not less 
than 5l., nor more than 20l. for each offence. 

[The government emigration agents at the various 
ports, or the officers of customs, will doubtless give 
every facility to passengers who seek their advice rela
tive to any violation of the provisions of the Act, and 
point out the proper course to be taken.] 

If there be any doubt that a ship about to sail is not 
sea-worthy, the collector and comptroller of the cus
toms may cause the vessel to be surveyed. Passengers 
detained beyond the time contracted for to sail, are to 
be maintained at the expense of the master of the 
ship; or, if they have contracted to victual themselves. 
they are to be paid Is. each for each day of detention 
not caused by stress of weather or other unavoidable 
cause. 

IV. Transfer of Capital. 
It is, of course, of the greatest importance to emi

grants that whatev,er capital they may possess, over 
the necessary expenses of the voyage, &c., should be 
remitted to Canada in the safest and most profitable 
manner. Both the British American Land Com
pany and the Canada Company afford facilities to 
emigrants, by receiving deposits and granting letters 
of credit on their agents in Canada, by which the emi
grants obtain the benefit of the current premium of 
exchange. It is un<;afe and injudicious to carry out a 
larger amount of specie than what will defray the ne
cessary expenses of the voyage, because a double risk 
is incurred,-the danger of losing, and the temptation 
of squandering. The emigrant, therefore, who does 
!lot choose to remit his money through either of the 
before-mentioned companies, should procure a letter of 
credit from some respectable bank in the United King
dom on the Montreal bank. 

V. Canadian Currency. 
In ali the British North American colonies accounts 

are kept and prices are quoted in pounds, shillings, 
and pence, as in England. The ~ccounts are contra-



346 APPENDIX. 

distinO'uished by calling-the former cmrency, or Halifax 
curre~cy, and the latter sterling, or British stt'rling. 

The one pound Halifax currency, or currency, as it is 
more commonly called, consists of four Spanish dollars. 
The dollar is divided into five parts-called in Spanish 
pistoreens-each of which is termed a shilling. Each 
of these shillings or pistoreens is again subdivided into 
twelve parts, called pence, but improperly, for there is 
no coin answering to any such subdivision. To meet 
the want a great variety of copper coins are used, com
IJrising- the old English halfpenny, the halfpenny of 
later coinage, the penny, the farthing, the American 
cent.; all and each pass as the twenty-fourth part.ot' 
the pistoreen or colonial shilling'. Pence in fact are 
not known, though almost anything of the copper kind 
will be taken as the twenty-fourth part of the pis
toreen.* 

At a time when the Spanish dollar, the piece of 
eight, as it was then called. was both finel' and heavier 
than' the coin now in circulation, its value at the mint 
price of silved was found to be ..Is. 6d. sterling. Ac
cOl'dim~ly. the pound currency was fixed at 18s. f>terling, 
and £!JU sterling was equal to £100 currency, the 
rules of conversion bein!::". add one-llirdh to stel'linK to 
"lilllin f'lIrrrllr!/, and deduct 01le-te7lthfrom Cllrrency to 
.find the sterling. This was called the par of exchange, 
and was so then. So long- as it eontinlled correct, fluc
tuations \\"t're from a trifle above, to a trifle below par, 

* The Americans also have their Is., which is the eighth 
part uf a dullar, or 1 ~& cents. It is no uncummon thing to 
hear the emigrant boa~t that he can get lOs. per day in 1\ ew 
York. He knows not that a dollar. which is equal to eight of' 
these shillings, is in Englulld equivaleut bilt to ..Is. 'J.d., and 
that the American shilling is, therefore, when compared with 
the English shillinJ; in value, only 6td., and consequently, 
that 10s. a-day is, in fact, but ten 6ld., or 58. ~d~. This rate 01" 
paymellt it may be said is still great; so it-is, but it is not 
uften obtain\:!d by the labourer; when it is, it is for exc\:!ssive 
la~uu~. under a burning sun in sea-port towns, during the lJUsy 
shipping seasun. 

t The mint price then coincided more nllarly with the 
market price than at present. 
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and this fluctuation was a real premium or discount, 
governed by the cost of the transportation of bullion 
from the one to the other side of the Atlantic, an ex
pense which now does not exceed, and rarely equals, 
2 per cent. 4~. 6d. has long ceased to be the value of 
the dollar. Both the weight and purity of the coin 
have been reduced. until its value in the London 
market * is not more than 4s. 2d., the pound currency 
being consequently reduced to 16s.8d. sterling, and 
IOtll. sterling become equivalent to I:.!ol. currency, or 
480 dollar~. the common average rate now given for the 
Iool. sterling bill of exchange in England. 

The Government, however, still sanction, nay, will 
not change, the old language, so that the differe"nce is 
made up by adding what is commonly termed a p1'e
mium. The difference between the real par, 4s. :!.d .. 
and the nominal par, 4s. 6d., is 4d. or eight. per cent. 
Thus the fluctuations, instead of being from I or 2 per 
cent. below, to 1 or 2 per cent. above the real par, are 
from 1 to 2 per cent. below, to 1 to 2 per cent. above 

. 8 per cent. premium as it is called on the nominal 
par, or from 6 or 7 to 9 or 10 per cent. premium on the 
par. This leads to gross deception, and the emigrant 
in consequence is not unfrequently outrageously cht'ateu 
by parties accounting to him for money obtained by 
sale of bills, minus this or some portion of this nominal 
premium. Nothing is more CORlmon than to hear the 
new comer boast that he has sold his bill on England 
for 8 per cent. premium, while in fact he has not 
received pm' value. As by the above changes lool. 
sterling is shewn to be equal to 120 currency, or 480 
dollars, the rule of conversion, in the absence of a law, 
where no understanding to the contrary existed, should 
be, add one-fifth tu sterling money, and cUFTPnry is 
obtained, or deduct one-sixth frum currency, and sterling 
2'$ found. An examination of the exchanges for ten 
years has pro'ved this to be correct. 

:40 It is n~cessary to lise the market price, as the difference 
hetween the mint and the 1l1II.Tket price is 4 per cent., anti as 
the Spanish dollur possesses no conventional vulue, it is only 
worth what it will bring as all article of traffic. 



348 APPENDIX. 

VI. The Canada Company. 
The Canada r Company was incorporated by royal 

charter and Act of Parliament in 1826.. The following 
are extracts from the prospectus of the Company ;-

.. The Canada Company have lands for sale in almost 
every part of the province of Upper Canada, on terms 
which cannot fail to be highly advantageous to the 
emigrant, as from the Company requirin~ only one-fifth 
of the purchase-money to be paid in cash, and allowing 
tIll' remainder to be divided into five annual payments, 
bearing interest, the settler, if industrious, is enabled 
to pay the balance from the produce of the land . 

.. The lands of the Canada Company are of three 
descriptions, viz.-

Scattered reserves; 
Blocks or tracts of land, of from 1,000 to 40,000 

acres each; 
The Huron tract, containing Ilpwards of 1,000,000 

acres. 
" Scattered reserves. The scattered crown reserves 

are lots or land of from 100 to 200 acres each, distri
buted through nearly every township in the province, 
and partaking of the soil, climate, &c., of each parti
cular township. These lands are especially desirable 
for persons who may have friends settled in their 
neighbourhood, and can be obtained at prices varying 
from 8s. 9d. to 258. currency an acre . 

.. Blocks of Lalld. The blocks or tracts lie entirely 
in that part of the province situated to the westward 
of the head of Lake Ontario, and contain lands which. 
for soil, climate, and powers of production, are equal, 
and perhaps superior, to any on the continent of Ame
rica. These are worthy the attention of communities 
of emigrants, who from country, relationship. religion, 
or any other bond, wish to settle together. 

"The largest block of this kind in the Company's 
possession is the township of Guelph, containing up
wards of -!O,ooo acres, of which the greater part has 
been already sold, and, in the space of a few years only, 
a town has been established, containing churches. 



APPENDIX. 349 

schools, stores, taverns, and mills, anti where there are 
mechanics of every kind, and a society uf a highly re
spectable description. 

" The Huron Te1Titol'Y, This is a tract of th~ finest 
land in America, through which the Canada Company 
have cut two roads of upwards of 100 miles in extent, 
of the best description of which a new country admits. 

The popUlation there is rapidly on the increase. 
"The town of God erich, at the mouth of the river Mait

land, on Lake Huron, is very flourishing, and contains 
several excellent store~, or merchants' shops, in which 
any article usually required by a settler is to be obtained 
on reasonable terms. There is a good school established, 
which is well attended; a Church of England and a 
Presbyterian clergymall are appointed there: and as 
the churches in Upper Canada are now principally 
sup'ported by the vcluntary subscription- of their re
.,pective congregations, an inference may be drawn of 
the respectable character of the inhabitants of this 
settlement and the neighbourhood. The town and 
township of Goderich contain about 1,000 inhabitants; 
and since the steam-boat, built hy the Company for the 
accommodation of their settlers, has commenced run
ning between Goderich and Sandwich, a great increase 
has taken place in the trade and prosperity of the 
settlement. In this tract there are four good saw-mills, 
three grist-mills, and in the neighbowhood of each will 
be found stores well supplied. And as the tract con
tains a million acres, the greater portion of which is 
open for sale, an emigrant or body of emigrants, however 
large, can have no difficulty in selectin~ eligible situa
tions, according- to their circumstances, however various 
they may be. The price of these lands is f,.:> •• -. 11." 3d. 
to 15s. provincial currency, or about from lls. to 13s. 
6d. sterling per acre." 

Emigrants wishing to communicate with the Com
pany should address the secretary, .John Perry. Esq., 
St. Helen's-place, Bijhopsgate-street, London: vi' the 
Company's agents at outports. 

y 
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VII. The British American Land Company. 

The British American Land Company state, in their 
prospectus, that they have purchased from the British 
Government" nearly 1 ,000,000 of acres in the counties 
of Shefford, Stanstead, and Sherbrooke," in what are 
termed "the Eastern Townships of Lower Canada." 
These townships comprise "a tract of country, lying 
inland, on the south side of the St. Lawrence, between 
.1;)0 and 46j-o north latitude, and 71 Q and 73 0 west 
longitude. This tract, containing between five and six 
millions of acres, is divided into eight counties, and 
these again are subdivided into about one hundred 
townships. These townships enjoy an important ad
vantage in their geographical positilln. On the one 
side, they are of easy access from Montreal, Quebec, 
and Three Rivers, the shipping ports and great mar
kets of the Canadas; on the other. from New York up 
the Hudson River and through Lake Champlain, as 
well as from Boston and other parts on the seaboard of 
the Atlantic. By their compact and contiguous posi
tion, facility of intercourse and mutual support are 
ensured throughout the whole, as well as a general 
participation in aBlocal improvements:' 

The terms on which the Company propose to dispose 
of these lands" vary according to the situation, quality, 
and advantages which the different lots may possess; 
but in the first instance they will generally ran~e from 
4s. to lOs. currency per acre, and in all cases a deposit 
of part of the purchase-money will be required, viz.:
On the higher priced lots one-fifth; on the lower priced 
lots one-fourth. 

" The terms of payment for the balance will be six 
annual instalments, bearing the legal interest of the 
province from the date of sale; but should purchasers 
prefer anticipating the payments, they will have the 
option at any time of doing so. 

" The price of a building lot at Port St. Francis, for 
the present season (1835), is l~l. lOs., payable 5l. cash 
down, and the balance in one year, with interest • 

.. Deposits of purchase-money may be made with the 
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Company in London for lands to be selected by emi
grants on their arrival in the country. 

" By the agreement between his Majesty's Govern
ment and the Company. upwards of 50,0001. of the 
purchase-money paid by the latter are to be expended 
by them in public works and improvements, such as 
high roads, hridges, canals, school-houses. market
houses, churches, ami parsonage-houses. This is an 
extremely important arrangement, and must prove 
highly beneficial to settlers, as it assures to them the 
improvement and advancement of this district. The 
formation of roads and other ea!'!y communications are 
the great wants of a new country; and the application 
of capital on works of this nature, which are beyond 
the means of private individual!'!. is the best mode by 
which the successful settlement may be promoted and 
accomplished. 

"The expenditure of the large sum above mentioned, 
will offer at the same time an opportunity of employ
ment to honest and industrious labourers, immediately 
on arrival." 

The office of the British American Land Company 
is at 4, Barge-yard, Bucklersbury, London; they have 
also agents at the various outports. 

y2 
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ALMANACS AND YEAR-BOOKS 
\ 

OF THB 

SOCIETY FOR THE DIFFUSION OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 

WHEN. the heavy-stamp-duty was lut year removed from A,lmanacs. the 
Committee of the SOCIETY for the DII'I'VIIOlf 01 UXUVL KNOWLEDGB weJ'l! 
naturally called upon to enter into the new field which had Leen thus opened 
f~r the I!l'readi!lg of inform~tion. Eight years ago. ~hen the Stamp was as 
high as ImlIl;edlately before Its repeal, they determined to publish a lJaeful 
A~manac. wlrlc~ they hoped would, in part. lupersede the Almanaes which con
talDed astrolOgical predictioll8 and other pernicious matter. Their Almanac 
has alway. commanded a large sale; bllt tbe price at which it required to be 
sold necessarily prevented ita being adapted to the wanta of the great bodJ 
of the people. \. 

The Society are now enabled to publish a WORKING-MAN'S ALMANAC 
at the low price of THREEPENCE; they also now publish a HOUSEHOLD 
ALMAWAC at SIXPI!NOE; and their original BRITISH ALMANAC has 
been euIarged. and may now be bought for ONE SHILLING. ioatead of_ Half-... 
Crown. -

I To each of their 'Almanac", however. the Society haw added SUPPLE. 
MENTS. or YEAR·BOOKS. The COMPANION TO THE ALltI.&NAC 
began to be pUblished at the same time as the BRITISH ALMANA't:. and 
has beeu continued with little alteration of plan, and with nnvarying success. 
Th~ body of information collected in this work, upon subjects of private and 
national importance. CIlnnot be met with In liny other pnb1ieation. The 
BRITISH ALMANAC and the COMPANION are now sold tog~. boUDd 
in cloth. for FOUR SHILLINGS. 

The WORKING-MAN'S YEAR·BOOK is. like the WORKING-MAN'S 
ALMANAC (as the name bnpol'ts). addreased to tbe large body of our 
countrymen who earn t!teir subsistence by their labour. whether in Manu;' 
factures. Handicraft. or A~ricultnre. The objects which these publications will 
keep in view will be-to IUform ihis important class of the legal changes by 
which they are most aft'ected.-to point out the social arrangements by which 
their condition may be impftlved,-to collect such facts as illustrate poiota 
essential to be understood oy them in the business of life.-and to offer 811Ch 
friendly counsels liS may tend to raise them in the scale of morals and of 
happiness. lhe WORKING·MAN'S YEAR-BOOK is sDld at NIlfBPIIJI'CIS 
sewed. Th\!1iAlmanac and the Year-Book. bound together. and containing J.9j It 
pages, may be had for SlltTEElfPENCB,-a trille mor" than half the former 
east of an Alm.mBe. 

The HOUSEHOLD YEAR-BOOK. like tIle HOUSEHOLD ALMANAC. 
;8 intended for domestic ase_ Almanacs of bus;'ess. have always been 
acce.sible; but an Almanac that may be ~sJM:Clially~nsulted by the femals 
of n family. and supply to them valuable hints of l1n economical nature. bas 
been long wanted_ The HOUSEHOLD YEAR-B<?9K is sold at EIGHTEEN. 
PENCE. It 'endeavours to explain such matters of!)l public nature as are 
important to be known for the regulation of familes.-it illustrates those 
pri~ciple8 of public economy which have ~ di~~ ~"aring jJJ} the w~lfare of 
IOdlviduals.-it draws attention to those IDstitutiOll8 of SOCIety which are 
calculated to facilitate the acqnisition of property. and to inveilt its. possession 
with comparative aecnrity...-and it collects such hints for domestIC managp
ment as have received the sanction of experience. The HOUSEHOLD 
ALMANAC and YEAR-BOOK • . 00,,11/1 tIIgither. cost only HALF.A·CJIOWJI', 
-the former price of a Stamped Almanac. 

Thus. then. muck less than the aggregate espl!l!diture which }!t'ople of all 
ranks had been accustomed to make uJlOD Stamped Almanacs. wIll nolt pro
cure a great body of valuable information, calculated to adunce the general 
intelligence and liappiness olthe community. 

The Society also noW-publish the BRITISH FOURPENNY'SUEET 
j,LMANAC and the BRITISH PE.NNY SHEET ALMANA~. 

London: CHARLES KNiGHT. !l2. Ludgate Street. 
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