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To His GRACE the 

Duke of NEWCASTLE, 

Firfl: LORD COM~lISSIONER of His 

MAJESTY's TREASURY, 

KNIGHT of the Moil: Noble' Order of the 

GAR T E R, &c. &c. 

My LORD, 

~/~'Elff{} HE Events, which are the 
(6:~~ c)' li'! 
i}.'fi~rJ.~i~ Sublett of thefe Memoirs, had 
<'i;:.f(() )"tl ;: r, '( :" .. ;;~e~) J 
~~ 

their Rife in North America, 

when your Grace's particulaf De

partment, 
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partment, as one of his Maje£l:y's 

Principal Secretaries of State, put the 

Affairs of that Continent under your 

Grace's more immediate Direction: 

And thofe, who are acquainted with 

the firft Springs and Movements, which 

fet thefe Expeditions on. foot, and 

with the CharaCter of the Perfon in 

America, who was chiefly infirumen

tal in conducting thenl there, mull: be 

fenfible, that the Succefs was wholly 

owing to the Influence of your Grace's 

Adnliniftration, and ought therefore 

to be reckoned among the other happy 

EffeCts of it. 

Thefe, my Lord, together with the 

Ambition, which the Author has of 

Inaking 
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making his public Acknowledgments 

to your Grace for per[onal Obligations, 

are the Motives, which ha\-e iLluced 

hinl to take the Liberty of addreffing 

the following' Sheets to your Grace; 

and encourage him to hope, that they 

will be honoured with your Grace's 

Protection. 

I am fenfible, my Lord, that the 

Succe[s of the lafl: War in lVorth ./;lilC

rica was not equal to the great Idea 

formed in your Grace's Ivfil:.i at that 

time for the Service of your King and 

Country. 

Had your Grace's Plan tran[mitted 

to New England in 1746 for the Re

duction 
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ducl:ion of Canada been carried into 

Execution that Year, as it would have 

been, if it had not been frufirated by 

unforefeen, inevitable Accidents in 

Europe, againll: which it was not in 

the Power of Human Policy to pro

vide; that would have crowned the 

War with the moll: important Con

quell: to the Interefis of Great Britain; 

that was ever made upon the Conti

nent of America. 

But, my Lord, £hort as the Events 

of the War fell of your Grace's 

SclJeme; yet the Confequences were, 

not only the Prefervation of Great Bri

tain's moil dfential Territory in North 

America for fecuring to her the Pof-

fe ffi on 
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Vll 

feffion of all her other Colonies there 

(at a time when the Enemy had re ... 

duced it to fuch Extremities, that its 

Fate feemed to depend upon as flen

der a Thread, as it could pollibly do; 

but an Acquifition to his MajeUy's 

Dominions, which, in all Appearance, 

accelerated the ExtinCtion of a moll: 

.expenfive War to Great Britain, and 

laid the Foundation for reftoring at 

that time the public Tranquillity of 

Europe. 

May your Grace's unwearied Coun

fels for the Nation's Welfare be con

Handy attended with Succefs, equal to 

the Patriot Views, with which they 

a.re formed; and your King and 

Country 
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Country long reap the falutary Fruits 

of them. 

I have the Honour to be with the 

higheft RefpeCt, 

Your GRACE':; 

moil: obliged, and 

n10fi devoted Servant. 



MEMOIRS 
OFT H E 

Principal Tran[aCl:ions of the Lajl War 
between the I Englijh and French in 
North America. 

H E two fidl: Objects of the War 
in North America were Nova Sco
tia or Acadie, and the Ifland of 
of Cape Breton: againfi the for
mer of thefe the Frencb, foon 

after the Declaration of War in Europe, m:J.de 
three Attempts; in th~ fidl: of which they 
furprized the Ifland of Canjo, burnt its Forts 
and other Buildings, deftroyed the Filllery 
there, and carried the Garrifon Priioners to 
Louisboztrg; and in the two Iail: reduced An
napolis Royal, the principal Fort and ancient 
Metropolis of the Province, to great Extremi. 
ties: In the Year following the Colonies of 
New England pro[ecuted an Expeditisn againft 
Cape Bretoll; in which they took it, and 
brought the Inhabitants of the Wand of St. 

B John's, 



[ 2 ] 

JohJz's, fituate in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to 
make their Submiffion upon the fame Terms 
with thofe granted to Louisbourg, and to give 
Hoflages for delivering Poffeffion of the Iiland 
to the Englijh. 

As an Account of the Importance of the 
two firft-mentioned Places to both Nations 
will throw Light upon the feveral Operations 
and Incidents of the War, it will be proper 
hCie briefly to flate it . 

. l\'v,:a Scotia is the Key of the Eaflern Colo
nies upon the Continent of North America; it 
has about ninety Leagues of Sea Coafl upon 
the Afll?il:ic Ocean extending from Cape 
Can{o Eafiward, which lies at the Entrance in
to t'he Gut or Streights of that Name (through 
which there is a Paffage into the Gulf of St. 
La,,<-'rfllCt) to Cape Sables Weftward, which 
forms one Point of the Entrance into the Bay 
of Flmda: This Coafi abounds with moil 
commodious Harbours for capital Ships of 
'Var, and Banks of the beft Cod-Fiili in North 
America; and is very adv:mtageoufly fituated 
for commanding the Navigation of that Part 
of the Ocean: Its Eaflern Side forms Part of 
the Gulf of St. Ltl7.C'rmce, along which it lies 
e~,tcnded about 110 Leagues from the Gut of 
GlJifo, at its Entrance into the Gulf, to Cape 
R.,:..--:ier, which forms the South Point of the 
Mouth of the River St. LauJrence, through 
which the whole Country of Callada receives 
aU" its Supplies and Supports from France: 
This CO:.1fi alfo has feveral good Fi{heries and 

Harbours, 
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Harbours, particularly the Bay of GC7f!e, Bay 
des Chaleurs, ahd Bay Verte, the latter where
of is feparated by a narrow Ifthmus, about 18 
Miles long, from the Bay of Fzmda, which is 
about 50 Leagues deep, and comprehended 
within the Province: In this Bay are the 
three Bafons of Allllapolis, Minas or Les l11/lI(s, 
and ChiegneClo; the Coafts whereof and Banks 
of the adjacent Rivers abound with S~tlt .:'-.Iar
lhes, whIch by the Force of a rich Soil, con
fiantly recruited with marine Salts, and fo, not 
to be impoverilhed by conftant Tillage, pro
duce large Crops of Ellglijh Grain, with little 
Labour to the Hufbandman; and among other 
Rivers, which fall into it, lies that of St. 
John's, through which the City of c(~(elJt'c has a 
Communication with the Bay, and acrofs the 
Head of that, through the Gulf of St. Lil'.V
renee, with Louisbourg: The North Side of 
the Province is bounded by the Southern 
Bank of the River St. Lcc;.~·rfllce) along which 
it is extended from Cape Ro,zl:er to LeO Bik, 
about 80 Leagues; and the Wefiern Side by 
the River Pentagoet, or PenobJcot, which fe
parates it from ]\le'7.v EJlgland: Its inland 
Parts afford a Plenty of Pafturagc, with all 
Kinds of Roots, produces good Oak Timber 
for Ship Building, and white Pine Ma{ts, 
and has a large Store of Mines in the DiftriCt 
of Minas or Les Mines, which derives its Name 
from them. 

Thus fituated, it is evident, that Nova Scotia, 
when in the Hands of the Ellglijh, muft b~ a 

B 2 Barner 
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Barrier to the Britijh Colonies in North Ame
"'jL'a; and by the Command, itgives them of 
the Navigation of the Gulf of St Lawrence and 
J3ay of Funda, puts it into their Power to cut 
off the Communication between France and 
Canada, through the River of St. Lawrence, 
which empties itfelf into the i(,1'll1Cf, and St. 
John'S, that falls into the latter; '" hi:h leJ','es 
the French no Entrance into it, e;'-~-'e ;Jt by the 
]1;lijJ:Jippi; the Pailage thrOtlg'~ Wh:'''::l, the 
River O/.7io and the great La;-.':') and Rivers 
beyond it, to Montreal, is a mc:L Jifficult Na
vigation of 2000 Miles, for the :::;lclteit Part 
againfl: the Stream, and incumber'd \"ith Falls, 
10 that it is impracticable for France to give 
her Colonies in Canada an effectual Support 
through this Route; and confequently ir. [uch 
Cafe 111e mufl: hold them at the Vlill ('. Great 
Britm'J2 . 

On the other hand, whilfl: No'va ScotIa is in 
the Poffefilon of the French, it puts it into their 
Power, by the Command it gives them of the 
Navigation to and from the Britijh Northern 
Colonies, particularly thofe 9f New England, to 
harra[s and diihers them exceedingly; and by 
its near Situation to the Eafiern Parts of the 
Majfachlifrts Bay, and the Province of New 
lJampjhin\ to deprive Great Britain of the Na
val Stores, which are now drawn from the 
King's ,,0;/ oods there for mafiing the Royal 
Navy: And whereas the cold Climate and 
unf u:tful So;; I'")fCanada and Cape Bretoll yield 
only a bare Suften2nce for their prefent Inha-

bitants, 
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bitants, and make thofe Colonies incapable of 
fupporting a large Number of Troops; in 
which Circumfiance confiils very much the 
Security of the Britijh Colonies againft the 
Incroachments of France; if France was aug
mented with the Province of NO'va Scc'£o, which 
is fertile of every Species of Provifions, {he 
would then be able to maintain in North A
merica a numerous fianding Army. 

The New England Colonies, in every Period 
of this Province's Subjection to the French,con
tinually felt moil pernicious Effects from it, 
in Depredations upon their Trade, and Incur
fions into their Territories; fo that in 1654. 
Oliver Cromwell, for their Protection, was 
obliged to feize on all its Forts, and difpoffefs 
the French of the whole Country: After the 
Refiitution of it to them by the Treaty of Bre
da. New England again experienced the fame 
mifchievous Confequences from their Poffef
lion of it, which al ways threatened DefiruCtion 
to her Colonies: And not to mention the in
termediate Expeditions form'd againfi it from 
thofe Governments, and the alternate Change 
of PoifeD.ion, it has undergone; when France 
was funk to its loweil: Ebb of Power in Europe, 
by a long Series of adverfe Campaigns, during 
~een A7lne's Reign, yet even then the New 
England-Governments were fo difireffed by 
this Province's remaining in the Hands of the 
French (though the Number of its Inhabitants 
did not exceed 4000), that they twice ad
dreffed the Crown in the ilrongeft Terms to 

fit 
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fit out an Armament from England for the 
Reconquefi: of it; in confequence of which an 
Expedition was formed againft it, under the 
Command of General Nicholfim, who took it : 
And the Negociations at the Treaty of Utrecht, 
by which it was ceded to Great Britain, will 
lhew with what extreme ReluCtance France 
made the Ceffion ; and that nothing but the 
feeble State, {be was then in, could have re ... 
duced her to fubmit to it. 

By the Ceffion of this Province, and Pla
centia in Newfoundland, to the Englijh, the 
French were left without any Harbour or Sea 
Coaft in that Part of the Atlantic Ocean; in 
Confideration of which the Ifland of Cape 
Breton, which lay within the ancient Limits 
of Nova Scotia or Acadie, but was excepted by 
the Treaty of Utrecht out of the Ceffion, was 
yielded to France. 

This Wand, or rather Collection of li1ands, 
called by the French Les gIes de l.1adame, 
which lie fo contiguous, that they are com
monly fuppofed to be but one, and compre
hended under the Name of the Ifland of Cape 
Breton, or L'!flc Royale, has a Sea CoaO: up
on the Atlantic Ocean extending from the 
Gut of Cal1jo, the Eaftern Boundary of Nova 
Scotia, about 34 Leagues E. N. E. to the En
trance into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, between 
the EaO:ermoft Part of the Ifland, and the Weft 
of Nt!71Jozmdland, from which it is about 
I 7~ Leagues diO:ant: Its Wefi:ern Side forms 
Part of the Gulf.; and the Importance of it to 

the 
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the French may be eftimated from the Ad-
vantages which they have reaped from it fince 
it has been in their Poffet1ion. 

Altho' the Harbour of Louisbourg is not a 
very good one for Shipping, and the Wand is 
barren; and but a [mall Number of Ships fiili 
there, in Comparifon of thofe which are em
ployed in th,= French Fiilieries on the Banks 
of Ne'lufoundlalld, the Gulf of St. Lmvrence~ 
and the neighbouring Shores, Bays,Harbours, 
&c. yet the Situation of it is fuch, that all their 
fiiliing Veffels can repair thither on any 
Danger or Emergency; efpecially thofe 
which fiili in the Gulf, on the Main, or at 
the Northweft of Newfoundland, none of which 
are above one or two Days Sail, at moft, from 
Louisbourg ; as may alfo thofe Veffels which 
load \"vith Mud-Fiili on the Banks; fo that 
this lfland is the Center and Protection of their 
whole Fifhery: And of what Value that has 
been to them will appear by the following 
Computation taken of it from Perfons intimate
ly acquainted with every Branch of it, accord. 
ing to the State, in which it was carried on, 
the Year b;~:ore the W-::.r. 

According to this Computation the Quan
tity of their Finl caught that Year was 
I, 149,000 ~ntals of dry Fifh, and 3,900,000 

Mud-Fif}); the Value of both which, includ
ing 3,1 16~ Ton of Train Oil drawn from 
the Blubb~r, amounts to 926,5771. lOS. accord
ing to the prime Coft of the Filh at Ne'lvJound
land; and with the Addition of its Freight to 

- - the 



[ 8 1 
the feveral Markets, where it is fold, makes 
949,19 2 I. lOS. Sterling; and, if to this is ad
ded the Confumption, which is made of their 
coarfe Woollens by the Men employed in the 
Fifhery, reckoning for each a Blanket, Watch 
Coat, Rug, Pea Jacket, &c. in the Whole 3os. 
per Man, as alfo the Brandy they confume, to
gether with the Canvas, Cordage, Nets, Hooks, 
Grapplins, Anchors, &c. that the Ships and 
Shallops of this Fifhery mufi expend at Sea 
and on Shore, the Value of it will amount at 
leafi: to one Million Sterling per Annum, at 
which it is generally computed. 

But in order to form a jufi Efiimate of the 
Value of this Branch of Trade to the French, 
the Confideration of its beneficial Confequences 
fhould be taken in; thefe confifi principally 
in the following Articles: 

1 fi, The Train Oil produced by it is necef
fary to the French in their Woollen Manufac
tory; in which they have already rival'd us 
with too much Succefs; and their Sugar Co
lonies abroad, which cannot do without it, 
are fupplied with it from France out of this 
Fif11ery. 

2dly, The Trade, it opens for them into the 
l'v],',titerrmZftln, and all the Roman Catholick 
States, where they carry their Filb to Market, 
and by the IVleans of it force a Vent for other 
Frmch l\IIanufaCtures; which has been found 
fo beneficial to their commercial Intcreft, that 
they llavc been indefatigable in the Cultiva
tion of it, fp:u'ing no Pains nor Cofi, and ufing 

every 
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every Art to monopolize it; for which Pur': 
pofe, from the Beginning they have ufed their 
utmoft Endeavours in time of War between 
the two Nations, to procure a Neutrality in 
North America, fo far as relates to the Filh
ery there; that they might even then carry 
it on, and profecute their Voyages unmolefted. 

3dly, The great Increafe of their Navigation 
and Seamen arifing from this Fiihery; in 
which 564 Ships, befides Shallops, and 27,500 
Seamen are employed; Circumftances, efpe
ally the latter, which confidered with regard to 
their maritime Force, are of themfelves as valu
able to France as the Revenue of the Filhery 
itfelf: Well therefore might Pere Charlevoix 
in his Hiftory of New France obferve, "That 
" this Filhery was a more valuable Source of 
cc Wealth and Power to France, than even the 
cc Mines of Peru or Mexico would be. " 

And this great Branch of Trade may be faid 
to depend upon their Poffeffion of the Ifland 
of Cape Breton, as it is impoffible for them to 
carry it on without fome convenient Harbour 
of Strength to fupply and proteCt it; and Lou
isbourg is the only one, they have in this Part 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Befides the Fiiliery, there are likewife other 
Advantages which arife to the FrCJlch from 
their PoffefflOn of this Hland; France has not 
one Sea Port for the Relief and Shelter of her 
trading Ships either to, or from the Eafl or 
Weft Indies open to them any \V here in l{orth 
America, to the Northward of the River MiJIi-" 
Jippi, except Louifbollrg; and of conrequence, 

C that 
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that whole Trade would be expos'd to the 
Englijh Privateers from the Northern Colonies 
in time of War, wit~lOut any Place to retreat 
to ; and in time of Peace, they would be with
out any Sea Port, they can call their own, or 
lay any Pretenfions to in thofe Seas; but Louif
bourg ferves them as an Harbour for their Ships 
employed in this Trade to refort to for Wood 
and Water, to clean or repair, for Convoy from 
thence to Old France, and on oecaGon of any 
Ditlrefs; as it likewife does to their Veffels 
to and from Canada, by having the Cover and 
Command of great part of the Gulf of St. 
LawrCllce; without which Protection and Re
treat their Trade from thence, and even the 
Country itfelf, would not be worth the Ex
pence, which France is at for the Maintenance 
of them. 

To all this muil: be added, that the Poffef
:fion of this Ifland puu it into their Power to 
annoy the Trade of dfe Britijh Northern Colo
nies in time of W:11' with their Privateers from 
this Harbour, to (0 great a Degree, that it has 
ever been called by the Englijh, the Dunquer
que of /I.,Tortb America. 

From the foregoing Enumeration of the 
Advantages accruing to the French from their 
Poffeffion of this Bland, it is obvious of what 
Importance the Poffeffion of it would be to the 
Englijh.--The Englijh, when the French 
are intirely excluded from the Cod Filhery ; 
which they muil: be, when they 10Ce Cape 
Brdon, and are not allowed any Privilege at 

Ne~ 
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Newfoundland, would have the whole Benefit 
of it to themfelves; in which Cafe all the Ro
man Catholick States muft then depend on the 
Englijb folely for their Baccalio; which, be
fides the Profits arifing immediately from it, 
would give them almoft the whole Trade of 
the Mediterranean, with an Increafe of 27,000 

Seamen for the Royal Navy, and put it abfo
lutely in their Power to cut off all Communi
cation between France and Canada, except 
through the M/jftjippi (as is before obferved) 
and thereby not only render Canada of little or 
no Utility to the French, but deprive it of all 
effeCl:uai Support from France, againft any At
tempts of the Englijl; for the Reduction of it. 

From the State of thefe two Colonies it is 
clear, what the Difference would have been to 
Great Britain in the Cour[e of this War, if in
ftead of the Prefervation of Nova Scotia and 
Reduction of Cape Breton, jhe had loft the 
former to the French, and they had kept Po[
{eilion of the latter: In that Cafe, France by 
gaining the principal Key of the Northern 
Colonies, extending her Sea Coaft 90 Leagues 
further upon the Atlantic, and augmenting 
her Territories in Canada, and the Iiland of 
Cape Breton with fo large a Provifion Country 
as Nova Scotia, lying contiguous to both of 
them, would have had it in her Power to in-

.. troduce and fupport a Body of regular Troops 
there, w.hich in Conjunction with the Militia 
of Canada and the Indians upon the Continent 
(everyone of which, the Six Nations not ex-

C 2 cepted, 
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cepted, would foon then have gone over to 
their Intereil:) would over-run the BritijhColo
nies, already lurrounded with a Line of French 
Forts carried on upon the Back of them for 
that Purpofe. 

If ever Great Britain ihould receive fuch a 
Blow in her American Dominions, it would be 
in vain to hope to retrieve it by her fuperior 
Naval Force; on the other hand, if it is con
fidered, how much the Strength of the French 
Marine would be thereby increafed, and that 
of the Britijh diminiihed, little doubt can be 
made, that the prefent Superiority of the Naval 
Force of Great Britain to that of France would 
iurvive the Lofsof her Colonies but a few Years. 

V pon the Cefilon of Nova Scotia to Great 
Britain at the Treaty of Utrecht, it was gar
rifoned with nine Companies of the late Lieu
tenant General Phillips's Regiment of 3 I pri
vates each, five of which were pofted at An
napc!is Ro)'al and four at Call[o. 

As to the French Inhabitants (whom for Di
fiinCtion-fake I {hall call Acadz'ans) which 
were found in the Province at the ReduCtion 
of it, they were by the Treaty allowed their 
Option either to retire with their move
able Effects to any other Place within a Year, 
or to remain there and be fubjeCt to the King
dom of Great Britain, and to have the free 
Exercife of the Catholic Religion, as far as the 
Laws of Grt?ot Britain would allow. 

Much the greatefi: Part made their Election 
to remain in N()'7.:a Scotia, but could not be in

duced 
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duced to take the Oath of Allegiance, pleading 
in Excufe, that if they bound themfelves to 
take up Arms in defence of the EngliJb Go
vernment, they lhould be expofed to be made a 
Sacrifice to the Ravages of the Indians in the 
French Interefl:: Upon this Plea General Phil
lips, then Governor of the Province, permitted 
them to flay there for fame Years without giv
ing this Tefl: of their Allegiance; but at 
length, to bring them to comply, he indulged 
them, (though without being authoriz'd, as 
appears, by the Crown,) with an Exemption 
from bearing Arms upon any Occafion what
ever; they were likewife not only allowed the 
public Profeffion of the Romijh Religion, but 
fuffered to be fupplied with French Miffionaries 
from Canada, who under the Biillop of !f2..!febec 
exercifed Rule over them in fecular as well as 
fpiritual Matters, enforcing an Obedience to 
their Decifions and Mandates by the Inflitl:ion 
of Ecc1efiafiical Penalties; whilfi the only, or 
at leafl: principal Atl: of Government exercifed 
by the Englifh Governor among them feems to 
have been, the Appointment, or rather Allow
ance from time to time, of Deputies chofen by 
and among themfe1ves for their feveral Di
firitl:s; and even thofe frequently behaved in 
the Execution of their Office, as if they 
thought themfelves fcarcelyaccountable to the 
Englijh Government for the Exercife of that 
Authority. 

By this means, though thefe Inhabitants be
came EngliJh SubjeCts by Virtue of the Treaty 

and 



[ 14 ] 
and their Oath of Allegiance; yet the French 
Governor in Canada preferved the chief Influ
en ... ~ and Command over them, and cultivated 
in them their former hereditary Attachment to 
the French King; fo that they continued a di
ftinCl: Body of French Roman Catholics, exempt
ed by the Englijl; Government from bearing 
Arms in Defence of it; and kept by their 
Priefis fo unmixed with and feparate from the 
Englijh, that but two Englijh Families could 
fettle among them, tho' feveral had attempted 
it; the Confequence of all which was, that the 
Increafe of thefe Acadians, infiead of firength
ening the King's Government, as they natu
turally ought to have done, became dangerous 
to it; and by remaining in the Province were 
of much greater Service to France, than if they 
had removed into the French Government im
mediately after the Treaty of Utrecht, as they 
were a growing Stock in Nova Scotia for fet
ding it with French Inhabitants, even whall: it 
was in the Hands of the Englijh; and at the 
fame time contributed to the Growth of Cape 
Breton by fupplying it with Provifions; where
as by removing into Canada, they would have 
been rather burdenfome to it by occafioning 
(for fome Years at leafi) a Scarcity of Provi
fions among the Inhabitants there. 

In the mean time the Hland of Cape Breton, 
which it appears from the Negotiations of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, France had it much at Heart 
to obtain the exclufive Po1feffion of, was im
mediately begun to be fortified and fettled with 

French 
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French Inhabitants, in doing which no Cofts or 
Pains was fpared: A new Colony was fet on 
foot to confifr of Filhermen only with fuitable 
Encouragement; the Town of Louijbourg was 
built and garrifoned; the Harbour made at an 
immenfe Charge almofr impregnable; and the 
Place became fo national an ObjeCt, that it was 
valued by France equal to anyone: other of her 
Colonies; and the Fifhery flourilhed fo faft, 
that they could foon afford to underfell the 
Englijh at foreign Markets: for the ProteCtion 
of this Trade, Ships of War were annually 
fent from France, to vifit and fupply the Set
tlers and Filhery with what they wanted, and 
had Orders not only to proteCt and defend the 
Sea Coafis of this Wand and the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and their VeiTels upon the Banks 
of Newfoundland, &c. from Infults, but to keep 
up their Pretenfions to the feveral Banks ei
ther within or without their Line, and make to 
themfelves a Privilege of Fifhing where they 
pleafed, by force of Cufiom: And fo early 
were thefe Encroachments on the Ellglijh at 
Canfl, and upon the fifhing Banks along the 
Sea Coaft of Nova Scotia (from which France 
was wholly excluded by an exprefs Article in 
the Treaty of Utrecht) that it was found necef
Cary to have one of the King's Ships rent every 
Year from England, and fiation'd at ea'!!o to 
guard againft them: And to fuch a Pitch had 
the Frcnch advanced the Trade, Shipping and 
Settlements of this Ifland by the Year 1744, 
that upon the breaking out of the War, Mr. 

Duquefnel 
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DZlqueJl1el then Governor of the Colony, with": 
in three Days after the Declaration of it ar· 
rived from France, fitted out an Armament 
under the Command of Mr. Duvivier from 
Louisbourg (being favoured therein by the 
cafual Abfence of the CanfO Station Ship, 
omitted to be fent that Year, as was likewife 
the nfual Station Ship to Bo/lon) which entering 
the Harbour of CaJya about 20 Leagues diftant 
I.? Night, furprized the Fort, burnt it with 
the other Buildings there, deftroyed the 
F if11ery (as is before obferved) and carried the 
Carri(lI1, which confifted of about 80 pri
vate Men fit for Duty, to Louisbourg; where, 
by the Terms of their Capitulation they were 
to remain Prifoners of War for one Year from 
the 2-+th of May 1744, at the End of which 
they were to be fent by the French Gover-
110r, either to Anllapolis RO",va! or to New 
l "I'rr! '1' J _~/,--,I(t ,u. 

Among the Artifices praCtiied by the French 
EJf Ct!Jlada, for p:.l\'ing their Way to regain the 
Poifeil1on of l.Yv~·a Scotid, and feize the fidl: 
favourabJe Opportunity for that Purpofe ; the 
followin~ m:ly ferve as a remarkable Speci
men: A {hort time before the Declaration of 
\V ar, 3.IlLi when the Colonies \vere in full Ex
pLLL.ltildl of it, the French procured the In
ti/am uf St. 'Jo!'lll\ River to fend a Deputation 
of their principal l\!Ien to the Commander in 
Chief of AllllLlpolis Royal, on pretence of re
nc\Vin~ the Covenant of Peace and Amity with 
his C(A':J nment (which was accordingly do.ne 

WIth 
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-with the ufual Indian Formalities) but in rea
lity to lull the Governor into a falfe Security 
with refpeCl: to the Indians, and at the fame 
time gain Admittance into the Fort, in order 
to difcover the State of it, and hold themfelves 
in readinefs to attack it, upon the fidl Sum
mons; which they did, and together with the 
other Indians of their River compored Part of 
the Body, which invefted the Fort under the 
Command of Le Loutre. 

The fidl: Notice, the Englifo had of Con{o's 
being taken and burnt, was brought to Bqjtoll 
by a Filherman, who had defcried, as he was 
fiibing upon a Bank oppolite the Ifland,a Cloud 
of Smoke riling from fame Ruins; and at the 
fame time miffed the Sight of the Block-houie 
and other Buildings there, which ured to be 
feen off at Sea from the Bank, he was uoon ; 

J 

and this was in a Day or two confirmed by 
another MaJ!achuftts Fiilierman, who, after be
ing chaced by a French Veilel. went on Shor~ 
upon the If1and, where he found all the Build
ings in Ruins, and that the Garlifon, Inhabi
tants and Cattle were removed off. 

This Intelligence left the Governor and 
Council of the Province of Malfachufets Bay no 
room to doubt from what ~arter the [udden 
Blow mufi: come, and that the War, which 
before was eXl)eCl:ed to break out foon be-

I 

tween Great Britain and France, had been 
proclaimed in Europe. 

For this Succefs 're Deum was fung at Paris, 
and public Rejoicings made, and a pompous 

D Account 
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Account of it was publilhed in the French Pa
pers; which, as the Conqueft confidered in 
itfdf appeared but fmall, was imputed to a 
Vanity of magnifying the flighteft ACtions to 
the W orId; but France efiimated it from the 
Importance, which the DeftruCtion of the 
El7g1ijh Fi{hery, and the Reduction of the 
whole Province of ]\TG'L,t! Scotia would be of to 
her; and lookecl upon her Succefs againfi: 
Ganfo as a fure Forerunner of the Reconq LIeit 
of the one, and the utter Dei1:ruCtion of the 
other; both which they had in View to ac
compliih ; and that her Hopes were not \vith
out Foundation will appear from the State of 
the Province at this Juncture: The whole 
Defence of it, after the Reduction of GOlifb, 
confii1:ed in the Fort of A1lizapdis Ro)'al, the 
Works of which were of Earth revefied with 
Timber, but fo ruinous in feveral Parts, that 
the Cattle could walk over them into the Fort; 
and the Garrifon had not above 80 lVIen fit 
['.Jr Service, the reft being fuperannuated, or 
III valids. 

The following Circumftances increafed the 
l\brm upon this Occafion: A few Months be
fore the Arrival of this Accoullt, the"* Moffil ... 
cbll{t!ts Go'v{'rnor had received Letters from the 
t Lieutenant Governor and Commander ill 
Chief of the Province of l\-:-v·",.'il Sl'~,f';d, ac
quainting him, that :his lVIajeily's Fort at All
lw!dis Royal was in fo defenceleis a Condi-

, Governor Sl,."dr. 
t Lieutenant-GO\;~rnor 1I1a/carene. 
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tion, and the Garrifon fo weak, that in cafe 
of a [udden RuptUle with France, they i1lOuld, 
without fpeedy Affi!l:ance from Bolloll, be in 
Danger of falling into the Enemy's Hands: 
It was alfo known that his Maje!l:y's Engineer 
for Nova Scotia had, in the preceding Winter, 
received Orders from the Board of Ordnance, 
to build a new Fort of Stone at AmzafJviis 
Royal, as Coon as the Searon would permit,' and 
that he W:.1S preparing to lay the Foundation of 
it; which would make the Garrifon lefs a~
tentive to repair the "Vorks of the old Fort. 

This Account therefore of the Motions of 
the Frmch gave ju!l: Grounds to dread their 
following the late Blow, they had give:1 CaJl
ja, with an immediate Attempt againft the 
Fort of Annapolis Royal; the Reoucti<J11 of 
v/hich would have put them into the Pofie( .. 
fion of the whole Country of N(/ull Scatill, 
with about 16,000 French Inhabitant5, who 
were ju!l:ly fufjJected of a Di1poiiti(Jn to join 
with them againfi: the Englif/). 

Wherefore to prevent the Garrifon at A;i

napolis Royal from being furprized by the Er~> 
my, and to apprize Mr. MaJctlrene of the :< e
ceffity of repairing the old Fort in the bdl 
manner, the runious State of its "Vorks, and 
the (hort time he had to do it in, would admit; 
the Governor of the M4Jztcbtt./ets Bay difpatched 
an armed VeiTel in the Service of the Province, 
to Annapolis Royal, with an Account of the 
Motions of the French, and a Promife to fend 
the Garrifon a [peedy Reinforcement. 

D 2 Upon 
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Upon this Emergency likewife he reprefent
ed to the AiTembly the imminent Danger, his 
Majefl:y's Fort at Annapolis Ro)'a/, with the 
<echoIc Province of 1\'(;",-,'{[ Scotia, was in; and 
prefied them to enable him to fend it imme
di,'.te Succours; "'hereupon, with their ufual 
Readinefs to exert themfelves upon all Occa
lions for his Majefiy's Service and the com
mon CanCe, they granted a Bounty ann other 
Encour8.gements for four Companies of Volun
teers of 60 private Men each to inlifi, together 
with three Months Provifions, and the Coits 
of their Tranfportation; but as the Charge of 
maintaining the Garrifons of that Province ap
pertained to the Crown, they left the Pay for 
the OHicers and Men to be provided for by 
the Governor; who accordingly proceeded to 
r:life them with the utmofi: Expedition, upon 
the Faith of his Proclamation: but as the Ur
gency of the Service wou1d not admit of fray
ing till the whole Complement could be raifed, 
and the Fate of the Province was brought to a 
Crifis; as foon as ~ 0 of them could be got 
ready to embark,whi~h was within a few Days, 
he fent them under Convoy of the Maffachufets 
Snow of I 6 Carri~lse Guns to Allnapolis Ro)'al, 
,,,,here upon their Arrival they found the Fort 
had been invefred eleven Days by a Body of 
ahout 700 IndiolZS mix'd with a few French In
h~lbitants in iJz,lil!iZ Difguife, and the Priefr Le 
Lei/tre" at their Head: This Enemy,tho' without 
Artillery for making regular Breaches, yet as the 
Works were ruinous and afrailable almofi on 

every 
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every Side, attacked it without Intermiffion, but 
chiefly in the Night; whereby the Garrifon 
was kept in continual Alarm in every ~arter, 
and both Officers and Men were fo harra1fed 
and worn out by confiant Fatigue of Duty and 
continual Watches, that they could not have 
held out many Days longer: And it was per
haps in fome degree owing to the Barbarity 
of a favage Foe, and the Reproach which 
would have arifen from the King's Fort's being 
given up, by a Garrifon of regular Troops, 
to an undifciplined Indian Rout, with a Prieft 
at their Head, together with the daily Expec
tation of Succours from Bo/lon, that they 
held out in Defence of the Fort fo long as 
they did. 

Upon the Appearance of this Reinforce
ment in the Balin of Annapolis, and the Snow's 
faluting the Fort with a Difcharge of its Can
non, the Indians were thrown into fuch Con
fufion and Panic, that they not only made a 
precipitate Retreat, and gave the Troops an 
Opportunity of landing and marching into the 
Fort, without the leaft Oppolition, but foon 
after difperfed, and could not be brought back 
to give the Garrifon any Molefiation, till Mr. 
Duvz"vier's Attempt againft it two Months 
after. 

This Relief gave the Garrifon time to 
breathe, and repair the Works of the Fort, 
and kept the Frmch Inhabitants, who by this 
Vifit from Bojloll were perfuaded that the Gar
rifon would be effeCtually fupported, in fuch 

refpeCt, 
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refpect, that upon the Departure of the Jl1di. 
am they rene\veci their Communication with 
it, and readily furnilhed whatever Materials 
and Workmen were wanted for firengthefling 
the Fort; and fu pplied the Garrifon with 
Refi-eiliments. 

Soon after this the Maj[achufets Governor 
rent to Alllw/r;/:"s Royal a fecond Party of 100 

of the new raifed Succours, with an armed 
Brigantine belonging to the Province; which 
Reinforcement put the Garrifon into a State 
of Security againfl: an Indian Enemy, and the 
Fort by this time was fa much firengthened, 
that it was r:.ot to be reduced without a Train 
of Artillery. 

The fourth Company was defigned to be 
compofed wholly of InditlJlS, if pollible, to be 
employed in (couting Parties through every 
Part of the Peninfula both by Land and Wa
ter, for which Service they were to be pro
vided with two Row- Gallies, fa that the raif
ing and fitting this Company out took up more 
Time than the other three. 

Whilfi thefe Operations were carrying on, 
Mr. Dur-Ji'L",-c:r, who commanded the Arma
ment upon the De[cent 3gainfl: C01ifo, was 
ient by * Mr. Duqllt:/ilcl, immediately after 
his Return from that Expedition, upon 
another againft Placentia in Newfoundland: 
This Attempt, in which he was difappointed 
by contrary vVinds, made a very happy Di-

Governor of C~pe Breto". 

verfi) 
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verfion in favour of Nova Scotia; where it was 
apprehended he would have immediately pro
ceeded upon the Reduction of Cl7lzfl; had he 
done that, he would have furprized the Fort 
and Garrifon at Annapolis Ro)'al as he did that at 
Canfo; before they had got any Notice of the 
Declaration of War, or were in the leafl: ap
prifed of his coming. 

It was indeed an Error in Mr. Duqllefnefs 
Conduct, that he did not fl:rike his firil: Blow 
at Annapolis Ro)'a!; his Forces, in conjunction 
with Le Loutre's Indians, mufl: at that time 
have fecured the Conqueft of it, before any 
other of the Englijh Colonies, or even the 
Garrifon at Canjo could have gained Intelli
gence of the Attempt; this would have put 
him in Poffeffion of the whole Province, except 
Canjo, with40r 5000 fighting Men ready to join 
him; and theReduCtion of Cl7lifO after that could 
not have been a matter of the Ie aft Difficulty: 
his Omiffion to avail himfelf of fo favourable an 
Opportunity for making an Acquiiition of this 
important Province at one Stroke, feems to 
have proceeded from his too eagerly grafping 
at Placmtia, and the DeftruCtion of the EJ7g
lijh Fiiliery at Newfoundland, almoft at the 
fame Infiant; but to what/oever Caufe it ... vas 
owing, it was certainly the rrefervation of 
Nova Scotia by giving an Opportunity for re
lieving it with Succours from Eo/lOll. 

Upon Mr. Dllvivier's Return from the 
Expedition againft Placentia, which was to
wards the latter End of AlIgzffl, :Mr. DuqueJl!(J 

luft 



[ 24- ] 
loll: no Time for forming an Attempt .againfl 
Annapolis Royal; and for that Purpofe dif
patched Mr. Duvivier with fome Troops 
from Louisbourg to Beau Bafin ; there he land
ed, and being joined by the Indians, who 
waited his Arrival at Minas, proceeded with a 
Body of about 700 Men to Annapolis Royal, 
and invefl:ed the Fort, in ExpeCtation of be
ing foon followed up the Bay of Funda by three 
French Men of War of 70, 56 and 30 Guns, 
with 280 more Land Forces, and a large 
Train of Artillery and Ordnance Stores, that 
Mr. Duquejnel then depended upon fending 
him out of the Squadron, which at that time 
lay in Louisbourg Harbour, and was defiined 
to convoy the WEft India Fleet in their Return 
to France: Thefe did not follow him; if 
they had, it would have enabled him to form 
a regular Siege by Land and Water againfr the 
Fort, and in all Probability to have carried it : 
However Mr. Duvivier, by affuring Mr. 
Mafcarene in a Letter, that the French Ships 
were already got to the Mouth of the Bay, 
and that though he fhould fail of this ex
peCted Reinforcement, he was determined to 
{pend the Winter in the Siege, fo far fuc
ceeded, as to bring Mr. Mafcarene to treat 
with him about a Surrender of the Fort, in 
cafe of the Arrival of thofe Ships, with the 
Land Forces and Ordnance Stores which he 
affured him, they had on board; but this 
Treaty breaking off upon Mr. Duvz'1;ier's in
fi!ting at lafl:, that the Fort ihould be immedi-

ately 
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ately put into his Hands upon his Promife to 
redeliver Poifeffion of it, if the expeCted Ar
mament did not arrive by a :Jt:me limited; and 
the Garrifon mofi oppurtunely receiving a fur
ther Reinforcement by the Company (,f Indi
an Rangers about the fame time from the Go
vernor of the lvlalJachlifets Bay, the French 
Commandant defpairing of the Arrival of 
the Veifels with the Troops, Artillery and 
Stores, decamped and retired to Minas, with 
an Intent (as it was then apprehended) to \vin.., 
ter there, and work upon the Inhabitants to 
join with him in an Attempt againfl: the Gar
riioll early in the Spring; of their readinefs to 
do w'hich, their Behaviour ever iince the time 
of his having entered Minas, they had given 
great Reafon to fufpeCt them. 

To prevent this by diflodging Mr. Dw~'i·::;t'r 
and his Party from their Winter ~rters, and 
guard the Balin of AnJlapolis Royal 3.gainfi an 
Attempt by Sea with any fmall Vends of vVar, 
which might be fitted out from LOUijZ01.Tg, the 
Gr;',xrl!or of the MajJachu./ets Bay (who was 
then unacquainted with the Arrival of the 
Fi','I:dj ::>q uadron there) determined to fend to 
Allllapolis Ro),al, though it was very late in tho 
Year, an armed Snow, Brigantine and Sloop 
belonging to the Province, with Orders to 
take in fame fmall CannCln and rY'Iortars, with 
fuch a Detachment of Soldiers from the GJ.rri
fon, as Mr. Jl.1ajcarme could fpare, ani pro
ceed to Millas, in or:1..:1' to land them Wit:1 a 
Party of Seamen and drive Mr. DU'L,i'l::'cr fror..l 

. E thence; 
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thence ; and in the mean tiirte acquainted Mr. 
Ma/carme with this Defign. 

Whilft thefe Preparations were making at 
Bo/lon in the iatter End of OClober, the Gover
nor had Intelligence brought him by a Fifu
erman from the Iile of Seals, that he had feen 
forty Hours before three French Veffels ftand
ing up the Bay of Fzmda; thefe were found 
afterwards to be a Banker of about 400 Ton 
with a Brigantine and Sloop, which Mr. Du
quefnel upon being difappointed of Affiftance 
from the Men of War had fitted out from 
Loltisbourg in a warlike Manner, and order'd 
to proceed up the Bay of Funda with Ord
nance Stores for attacking the Fort at Annapolis 
Royalby Sea, whilft Mr. Duvivier, whom he 
fuppofed they would find before the Fort, at
tacked it by Land; whereupon the Governor 
qf the lJ,fojJachllJets Bay difpatched, the Day 
following, a Schooner to Mr. Mojcarene with 
Advice of the Defigns of the Frmch, and Affu
ranees that he would fend the three armed 
Veifels before-mentioned, all well appointed, 
in four Days to his Al1iilance. 

The Frcnch Veffels accordingly arrived at 
the Narrows below the Bafin of Annapolis, 
where they came to an Anchot till they could 
get Information whether Mr. Duvi·vier was 
frill before the Fort: Two Days after, the 
Eng/ijb Schooner, which carried the Difpatches 
for Mr. Mafcarenc, incautiouily fell in among 
them in the Night time; and the Mailer in his 
Surprize fuffered the Governor's Difpatches to 

fall 
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fall into the ~ner.ny's Hands; the Effect of this 
Was, that the French Commodore finding Mr. 
Duvivier had retired from before the Fort, 
and that a Naval Force was coming after him 
ftom Bojlon, cut his Cable and immediately 
quitted the Bay, and by that means efcaped 
the MafJachuJets VeJfels, which entered the 
Bay foon after he had got out of it. 

The MajJachufcts Veifels upon their Arrival 
at Annapolis Royal attempted to look into the 
Bafins of Minas and Scbicgllet-'70 in q ucO: of Mr. 
Duvivier and his Party, according to their 
Orders from Bojlon; and to affift the Inha
bitants in fuch manner as Mr. lvlafcarene 
fhould direCt: But the Seafon being very 
tempe{luous, the Navigation of the Bay ex
ceeding dangerous, and :Mr. lvlaj:armc having 
received certain Advice, that the Indians \';ere 
difperfed, and Mr. DlI'I.:i'L,ier gone with the 
Remainder of his Party to Louisbourg (as in 
Faa he was) after flaying at Annapolis till, the 
latter End of January to countenance the Gar
fifon, and keep the Frenfh Inhabitants in a 
proper Refpett and Awe, returned to Bajlon. 

Mr. Duvivier having retired to Minas, the 
Company of Rangers was pofted without the 
Fort, under the Cover of the Cannon, and fe
cured by fuch further Defence, as could be im
mediately railed with Pickets and othel~ flight 
Works; which manner of pofting them was 
better adapted for the Service they were to be 
employed in, at the fame time, that it was mlJre 

E 2 agreeable; 
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agreeable to them than to be lodged. in Bar ... 
racks within the Fort. 

Before their Arrival, the Garrifon was con
fined within the Walls of the Fort, fo that the 
Spot upon which it fiood might jut1ly be faid 
to be the only one in the PlOvince, which they 
were Ma!1:ers of: But thefe Indians under the' 
Management of Officers, who underfiood the 
proper Vfe of them, and to whofe Orders they 
were perfeCtly obedient, foon freed it from thar 
Refiraint, and were in many other Refpects of 
infinite Service to it: By their fudden Excur
fions (frequently made in the Night time ~ into 
different Parts of the Province either by Land 
I\1arches, or Defcents in their Row-Gallies, 
they gained Intelligence of the Motions of the 
Enemy, and fecret Correfpondence kept up 
between them and the Inhabitants, and, when 
OccaGon required, feized fuch of the latter, 
as appeared to be the Ringleaders and the moil: 
dangerous among them; by which means, 
and fometimes by furprizing Parties of the 
C:1pe Sable Indians, which were found in the 
neighbouring "roods, they not only became 
:i Terror to the n't'ncb Inhabitants, but to the 
Lld':,7JlJ loa; and the Garrifon Troops, by go
ing out with them in Parties, were likewife 
made ferviceable in that Duty. 

To thefe timely Reinforcements and Suc
tours, the GO'venl;r and his Majefiy's Cr;zmcilof 
~\-C"'il Scct':" in their Letter of Thanks to the 
Go'Vernor 0/ tbe lIfaJ[achli/ets Bay. impute the 
l're1erv~tion of his Majdly's Garrifon and the 

whole 



[ 29 ] 
whole Province from falling into the Enemy's 
Hands that Year ; and his Majefiy, upon hav
ing an Account of th~ Proc~edings for ~he Pre
fervation of the Provmce 1ald before hun, was 
p1eafed in Council to declare his Royal Appro
bation of his Condua: therein, and that his Ma
jefiy would fiand to the Engagements which 
he had made upon this Occafion in his Name; 
and a Copy of his Majefiy's Royal Declaration 
was accordingly tranfmitted to l.,im at Bojlon un
der the Seal of the Council Office. 

WhiHl: thefe Matters were in Agitation, a 
Fl,ag of Truce arrived fometime in Auguji at 
Bojlon from Louisbourg with Englijh Prifoners 
to be exchanged, and Difpatches fi'om Mr. 
DuqueJhel to the MqlJachzt/ets Governor, who 
learned from the former, that the CaJl(o Sol
diers were confined very clofe in unwhoHome 
Prifons, and fuffered great Hardihips, by 
which fome had died,. and others been forced 
into the French Service; and in the Letter, 
Mr. Duquefizel propofed to him a Neutrality 
between the French and Engli)h Colonies, fo 
far as related to the Fiihery; as alIa that for 
the future the filhing Vefiels of each N <:ition 
ihould carryon their fiQ1ing and profecute their 
Voyages unmolefied by the other; in Anf-ver 
to this Propofal, the MaffilchliftlS Governor told 
him, he could not avoid expreffing fome Sur
prize, that after having taken and burnt Call
jo, defiroyed the whole Englifl; Fiihery along 
that Coafi, and made the Fiihermen Prifoners, 
contrary to the Treaty of Neutrality conclud-

ed 
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ed in 1686 between the two Kingdoms, he 
fhould propofe one upon the Foot of a pri ... 
vate Convention between the Governors of two 
Colonies, and even without offering to indem
nify the Ellglijh for the Damages they had 
alreadyfuftained by his Hoftilities from Louif 
bourg; that he was obliged likewife to ac
quaint him, he ,<vas forry to hear, his Maje
fiy's Troops which were made Prifoners at 
Callfo by Capitulation for one Year only, under
~S~;~t fuch Hardfbips in their Confinement at 
L~l!isbwrg, as deftroyed [orne of them, and 
forced others, for Relief, to engage in the Frellch 
King's Service; v.rhereby the Articles of the 
Capitulation were fru11rated, and his Majefty 
·was likely to have few or none of his Troops 
left to be returned at the End of the Year; 
that a3 he doubted not of Mr. Duquifllel's Dif
pofition to have the \Var carried on with Mo
deration and Humanity towards thofe, who 
fhould have the Misfortune to be made Pri
foners on either Side, and a due Regard to the 
Rights of each Crown in its Subjects, who 
1110UId be made Prifoner$ by Capitulation, he 
would propofe, that the Gmfo Troops 1hould 
be bH to n~;/~,: as foon as might be, and he 
would be anl\verable that both Officers and 
Soldicrs !bould perform th~ Conditions, upon 
which thcy iurrcndercd; and he hoped Mr. 
Di'1lf(j','d would ha\·c no Objection to the Pro
palal, as his fending them away would cafe 
the Government of France of the Expence of 
Iluintainins them, the Remainder of the Year. 

The 
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The French Governor, upon receiving this 
Propofal, acquainted the Englijb Officers with 
it; and let them know, he fhould accede to 
it, upon their giving their Parole, that neither 
they nor the Soldiers {hould ferve againfi the 
French for the Space of one Year after the Ex
piration of that, for which they had agreed by 
the Articles of ~apitulation to remain Pri
foners: And upon their objetting to it, he told 
them, that as their remaining at Louisboltrg 
would be inconvenient, he fhould, if they did 
not accept of thefe new Terms, be obliged to 
fend them to ff0ebec, from whence it would 
be impratticable for them to get Home long 
before the time, he propofed to them. 

Though the French Governor's exaC1:ing 
from the Officers this new Agreement, where
by the King was to be deprived of the Service 
of his Troops one Year longer than they had 
furrendered themfelves for, was a manifeft 
Infringement of the Articles of the Capitula
tion, and what the Officers had no right to 
confent to; yet they thought it for his Ma
jefiy's Service to fubmit to-it; and accordingly 
gave their Parole; upon which the Troops 
were fent to BqJlOll. 

Upon the Arrival of the Officers there the 
Governor if the MajJachufets Bay gained fuch 
Intelligence of the State of LouijboZtrg, as with 
other Motives induced him to entertain a De
:fign of forming an Expedition againft it early 
in the fucceeding Year. 

The[e Motives were as follows: 
With 
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'Vith regard to the State of LOI{iflourg, it 
appe:1fed, that the Garrifon and Inhabitants 
mutt be difl:reiied in a fhort time for want of 
Provifions, having been a few Weeks before 
cxhaulled by furnilhing the Eajl India Fleet 
:and Squadron, which convoyed it, with Sup
plies for proi;.;cutiHg their Voyage to France.-. 
Tlut the Troops of the Garrifon, which con
iiil:ed only of fix Comp;lnies of Marines and 
one S7.{.:~jS of 100 Men each, were ihort of 
Complement, and badly difciplined, the whole 
greatly diiContcnted, and the Company of 
S,;.:/fs very mutinous; that the Inhabitants 
,vere but few, and mofi: of them unacquainted 
with the U(e of Fire Arms; that feveral Parts 
Qf the Fortifications were out of Repair, par
ticularly the Grand Battery, which had one 
End almoil: open, occahoned by a new \Vork's 
being unfini{hed, and many other Parts of it 
extremely low, and the whole commanded by 
a Hill clofe behind it.-That Mr. Duchamboll, 
who fucceededMr.Duquejiul, then lately dead, 
JS Governor of the Colony, was wholly un., 
i'killed in the Dc.fence of a Fortification, the 
Engineer abfcnt, and the other Officers not 
much ufed to military Difcipline; and tha.t 
their Number of Troops was fo f~all, as 
put it intirely out of their Power to defend the 
feveral Parts, thev were liable to be attacked 
in. - That thougl~ the Harbour was firongly 
fortified, there were many convenient Places 
in Chapeau Rouge Ba.y for landing Troops, 
C::l.llllOn and Stores on. the back Side of .l.-ouif 

bourg, 
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tourg, free from any Annoyance, and laying 
up the Tran[ports in fuch manner, that the 
Troops might have it in their Power to retreat 
to them upon an Emergency; that the City 
of Louijbourg had no Batteries upon the Land 
Side; and the Extent of it was fa fmall, that 
every Houfe in it was expofed to the Bombs 
and Cannon of the Befiegers; which muil: 
oblige both Inhabitants and Soldiers when off 
Duty, to retire into the ClImates, that were 
extremely damp and l!nwholfome.-Th~t the 
Grand Battery, which could not make any 
Defence by Land, and from the beforemen
tioned State of it appeared not to be tenable, 
when attacked on that Side, would probably 
be deferted on the firil: Approach of an Ene
my; and that by getting Poifeffion of it, and 
ereCting Fafcine Batteries near the Light
Houfe, and in other convenient Places, it 
would be- difficult, if not impraCticable for any 
Ships to enter the Harbour againil: the Fire 
from them.-Upon all which Accounts it 
was extremely improbable that the Place 
fhould hold out long againil: a Body of 3 or 
4000 Men without Succours from Frana, 
which might be prevented from receiving In
telligence of its Circumfl:ances in time to fend 
it Relief, by the armed Veifels, which mi~lJt 
be colleCted in the Colonies, and would be a 
fufficient Force to intercept whatever mig~lt 
corne from Canada, as alfo any lVlercll<lllt 
Ships with Provifions from France in the 
Spring. 

F The 
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The other Motives, which induced the 

Governor to think of forming an immediate 
Expedition againft it, were -That Mr. Duvi
rJi'(r was fent by Mr. Duquefnel, a iliort time 
before his Death, to France, in order to re
prelent to the Government the weak Condi
tion of Allnapolis Royal, and State of the whole 
Province of ],ro·-.. :a Scotia; and to procure an 
Armament from thence early the next Year 
to make an Attempt againft it :-That the 
J.\~··'U ElIg!L!izd F;jbery was wholly deftroyed; 
as would likewii'e the Trade of the Northern 
Colonies be hy the French Ships of War and 
Privateers from Louisbourg the Year follow
ing ; that the Reduction of Louisboltrg would 
be the mofi effeCtual Means of fecuring Nova 
Sc[;fia, refioring the Eng/ijl; Fijhery, and de-
1hoying that of the Frencb, and protecting the 
Trade of the Colonies; and would facilitate 
the CCllTiCF qf Callada irfelf, if that iliould be 
thought proper to be attempted in the fucceed
in~ Y C~lr: But in cafe the Succefs of the Ex
pe~dition i1iould fall 1110rt of the Reduction of 
C:lpe BJ'c': 0;,; yet the certain EffeCts of it would 
be the rcc)\'cring of the Wand of Canja, and 
the whole Fi{l:ery along the Coaft as far as 
]\,Tc'lofczmti/dizd by defiroying the Buildings, 
~~nd breaking up all the Settlements and Fith
tr~' upon the lihnJ of Cape Eretell; the cauf
ing fuch a DiverGon as would probably fecure 
]\"C'L't? Scotia for the following Year at leafi:; 
and the diL1fltling the Harbour of Louisbourg 
Qf the Grand Battery; which would make it 

more 



[ 35 ] 
more praCticable for the Killg's Ships to enter 
it, in cafe a naval Armament fhouJd be fent 
againfi it from England; all which would 
greatly overpay the Expenee of the Attempt. 

It was not doubted, that the French would 
form another Attempt from Canada againft 
Annapolis Royal early in the Spring; but as 
the Fort was then in a much better Pofiure 
of Defence by the Repairing of its old Works, 
and the Addition of new ones, and its Garri
fon firengthened with the feveral Reinforce
ments fent from Bojlon, and it appeared pro
bable to the Maffachzifcts Governor, that the 
Expedition againfi Cape Breton, which he had 
determined to fet on Foot, would make a 
confiderable Diverfion in favour of it, he lent 
no further Reinforcements to it that Year: 
Early in the Spring 1745, Mr. lYlarill, as W:1S 

expetted, invefied the fort with about I 100 

French Indians from Canada, but could make 
no Impreffion upon it; he continued however 
his Hot1ilities there, till the Landing of the 
New England Troops upon the Wand of Cape 
Breton, whereupon the French Governor found 
means to fend for him to come to his afIifl:
ance; which broke up the Siege of All1wpol/s 
Royal, and ridded the Province of the Enemy 
for fixteen Months. 

About the Middle of january 174~ the 
Ml!/fachufets Governor recommended it in a 
Meffage to the AfTembly to profecute an Ex
pedition againfi the Uland of Cape Breton early 
in the Spring. 

Fz The 
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The Aifemby, upon the Secretary's laying 

the Meifage before them, bound their Mem~ 
bers to Secrecy; and after three Days c1of(: 
Deliberation upon it, fent him an Anfwer.; 
the Subftance of which was, " that they were 
" fenfible of the Neceffity, there was for mak
~, ing an Attempt, as foon as pollible, for the 
"Reduction of the Hland of Cape Breton; 
" but the Undertaking was too great for the 
" Abilities of the Province, and prayed him to 
" reprefent to his Majefty, how eifential it 
" was for the Security of the Colonies and his 
" Service in North America, that an Expedi
" tion thould be fitted out from England againfl 
" this B1and, and that they were ready to con
" tribute towards the Profecution of it to the, 
" utmoft of their Power." 

If every Advantage propofed by the Go'Ver~ 
nor in this Expedition had depended upon ef
feCting the ReduClion of the Hland, the Mea ... 
fure recommended by the Aifembly muft have 
been more eligible to him than fetting on foot~ 
without the Sanction of the King's Orders, an 
Attempt of that Confequence; which, if it 
had failed of ~ucce[sJ might have been con~ 
demned as imprudent and rath ; but as he was. 
fully perfuded of the high Probability, or ra
ther Certainty, of fucceeding at leall in the 
other Points before-mentioned, particularly 
the Prefervation of his Majefty's Province of 
Nova Scotia from the Danger, it appeared to be 
threatened with that Year fromFrance ; the rc
~overing the EngliJh Fithery,. and DeftruCtion 

of' 
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of that of the French; and that the fame Ad ... 
vantages, which prefented for effeCting this 
early in the Spring, could not be expected af
terwards in the Courfe of the War, he thought 
it incumbent on him to avail himfelf of that 
Opportunity for promoting the National In
terefts as well as thofe of the Northern Colo
nies; which muft have been loft, jf he had 
waited till he could have received his Maje£ly's 
Pleafure thereupon. 

The SubjeCt of the AiTembly's Deliberations, 
and the Refult of them, notwithfianding the 
Care taken to keep them fecret, had fo far 
tranfpired, that Marblehead, the principal fiih
ing Town, and Bojlon the chief trading Town 
and Metropolis of the Province had determined 
to petition the General Court to have the pro
pofed Expedition fet on foot; and the Go
vernor thereup~n moved the AiTembly in 
two other MeiTages to refume the Confidera
tion of this Enterprize; and the more effeCtu
ally to induce them to come into it, recom
mended to them to examine the Perfons, from 
whom he had received his Intelligence, con
cerning the PraCticablenefs of it. 

The AiTembly immediately entered into a 
fecond Confideration of the Affair, and after 
fpending three Days more in examining the 
Perfons. whom the Governor referred them to, 
with the cIoCefr Attention, came to the follow
ing Refolves. 

"That it was incumbent upon the Ml'jfo
~, chufits Government to embrace the favourable 

" Oppor-
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"Opportunity, which then offered, for at~ 
(c tempting the ReduClion of the Hland of Cape 
(( Breton. 
. "That the Captain-General ihould be de
C( fired to iffue his Proclamation for the inlifi:~ 
" ing 3,000 Volunteers (which they increafed 
" after to 3,250), for that Purpofe, under fuch 
" Officers as he {hould appoint. 

"That Provifion fuould be made for fur~ 
t. niihing the necefTary warlike Stores for the 
~( Expedition. 

(( That four Months Provifions fuould be 
" laid in. 

C( That a Committee lhould be appointed to 
(( procure fit V etTels to ferve as Tranfports, to 
.~( be ready to depart the Beginning of March. 

"That a fuitable Naval Force fuould be 
" provided for their Convoy, as the General 
C( Court ihould thereafter order. 

" And that Application ihould be forthwith 
(( made to the Governments of New York, 
" New Jerfey, Pe7!jihJania, JYCi.iJ Hampjbire, 
" CrmneClicZlt, and Rhode gland, to furniili their 
" refpective Q£ota's of Men and VetTels to ac
" company or follow the Forces of the Pro
C( vince." 
- From thefe Refolves it appears, that this 
Expedition was undertaken by the Province of 
the MaJ!achlifets Bay before it was known, whe
ther any of the other Colonies would affift 
them in it; and upon this Circumfiance in a 
great meafure depended the Succefs of it; nei
ther the Difpatch nor ~ecrecy, with which 

it 
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it was-to be pulbed on, would admit of a Par': 
ticipation of Councils with the other Colonies 
in the Formation and DireCtion of it: The 
Length of Time, it would have taken up be
fore all the Governments concerned would 
have agreed, fidl: upon the Expediency of the 
Attempt, afterwards upon their refpeCtive 
~ota's of Troops and other Expence, the 
Plan to be form'd, the Partition of Command 
in the Execution of it, and other Points, 
would in all Probability have rendered the 
Scheme abortive; whereas, when the voting 
of every thing requifite for carrying the At
tempt on in the beft manner centered in the 
A1Tembly of one Province, whofe Governor 
had the DireCtion of the whole, there was a 
fair ProfpeCt of fucceeding in it: It was be
fides an eaGer Taik to bring the other Colo
nies to accede to an Expedition, in which they 
were deeply interefted, after it was refolved 
upon, and undertaken by the MaJfachzifets Go
'Vernment, than to induce them to a Concur
rence in it at lirft, as Principals: But if every 
one of the other Governments had failed to 
affift in it, as fome of them in faCt did, the 
MaJfachlifets was determined to have taken the 
whole Burthen of profecuting it upon them
felves. 

The Governments, which joined with the 
Ma.jJa.chufets Bay in this Expedition, were thofe 
of Conneflicltt, New Hampfhire, and Rhode 
!J1mul; the firfl: voted 500 Men for the Ser
vice l upon C<>ndition that the MaIJachufets Go-

vernor 
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vernor would give the commanding officerot 
their Forces the fecond Commiffion in the 
Expedition, which he accordingly did by his 
Commiffion: The Province of New Hamp~, 
Jhire voted 300, and the Colony of Rhode Jjland 
the fame Number. 

The Colony Naval Force for this Enterpri~e 
confified of 3 Frigates of 20 Guns each, a 
Snow of 16, a Brigantine of 12, and 5 armed 
Sloops mounting from 8 to 12 Carriage Guns, 
provided at the Expence of the Mqffachuftts 
Bay; and of the Comleaicltt and Rhode IjIand 
Sloops, both of 10 or 12 Carriage Guns, and 
a [mall armed Ve!fel from New I-Iampfhire. 

The Train of Artillery colleCted by the Go..;., 
vernor of the Ma./Jachlifets Bay confifted of 
8 Cannon of 22 Pound Ball, 12 of 9 Pound> 
2 Mortars of 12 Inches Diameter, one of I I, 

and one of 9, taken from his Majefty's Came 
William in the Mo/Jacb11ets Harbour, being all 
that could be [pared from thence without 
weakening the Fort too much, and ten Can
non of I S Pound Ball borrowed by him for 
this Occafion of the Governor of New Fork: 
This is the wh01e, which could be procured 
in time, and the }.1t:j]{lc!.Jli/~'ts Governor de-. 
pended uJ1un its being increafed with fome 
Pieces of Urdnance from the Grand Battery in 
Louisbourg Harbour, [oon after the landing of 
the Troop;; upon the Ifbnd; in Confidence of 
which a fuitable ~ntity of 42 Pound Ball 
was tranfported from Eojlen with the reft of 
the Ordnance Stores f01" the Siege. 

As 
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As the MaffachuJets AffcmbIy at fidl: entered 

into the Expedition upon the coolefi Delibera
tion; fo did they on the other hand exert 
themfelves with uncommon Vigour in the 
Profecution of it : As foon as the Point was 
carried for undertaking it, every Member, 
which had oppofed it, gave up his OWn private 
Judgment to the public Voice, and vied with 
thofe, who had voted for the Expedition, in en
couraging the Enlifiment of the Troops, and 
forwarding the Preparations for the Attempt. 

The Bounty, Pay, and other Encourage
ments allowed by the Maffachufets Government 
to both Officers and Men, efpecially the for
mer, was fmall ; but the Spirit, which reigned 
through the Province, fupplied the Want of 
that; the Complement of Troops was foon 
inlifted; not only the Officers, who ferved in 
this Enterprize, were Gentlemen of confider
able Property; but moft of the Non-commit:' 
fioned Officers and many of the private l\1en 
had valuable Farms, and enter'd into the Ser
vice upon the fame Principles that the old Ro
man Citizens in the fidl: Confular Armies ufed 
to do, with a Refolution to behave like Men, 
who were to fight pro aris et focis; which 
they were perfuaded was the Cafe in this E:1-
terprize. 

The Vote of Affembly for undertaking the 
Expedition was not paffed till the 25th of 
January, when intenfe cold Weather begins to 
fet in ; yet all the Veffels ofW:Ir were got rea
dy for the Sea, (the principal one of which wag 

G but 
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but then lately put upon the',Stocks), theTntnf
ports were provided, the Provifions, Artillery, 
Ordnance, and other Stores ihipp'd, the whole 
Armament equipped, and the Troops embark
ed at Bojton, within feven V,r eeks after the Go
vernor had ifTued his Proclamation for fetting 
it on foot, and feveral of the armed Veffels 
were upon their Station before Louisboztrg, 
many Days before, in order to hinder Intelli
gence or Supplies from getting in; and to 
prevent it's being fent from the Colonies 
Embargoes were laid, and every Precaution 
taken; and the Preparations were conduCted 
\vith fnch Secrecy, that the firft Notice, which 
the }'rmcu had of the Attempr,was given them 
by the Appearance of the Ellglijh in Chapeau
Rouge Bay. 

The l'v1aJf.lcbll{cts Go'",:ernor, from the Be
ginning, depended on the Affiftance of fome 
of his Majefty's Ships in North Ailh-r/ca, and 
as C)(ln as the Expedition was determined up
en, rent an Exprefs Boat to the late Sir Peter 
/; ~:Trc'II, then COJJllllodore lJ'arrm, at Ail! igutl, 
~':Cquainting him with it, and defiring his Af
fifi:.lllce in it with fuch Ships, as could be 
fp~lrcd from his I\tIajefiy's Service in the 
L('Zc'.:;-d Iflands; at the fame time he inform
ed the LIte Sir Cbaloner Odt< of it who was <.J , 

then up,;n the Point of returninG" Home from 
;l"Ct/i:'tl,;(a with a, Squa~r?n of 11is 1\1ajefl;:-'s 
,.];11'S,. an~ pr.1})os d to 11ll1~ to make Louif
/(;:!lg 111 hIs \ \ ay; and as loon as the Troops 
\\'cr<.: c:1barked, he acquainted his l\!Iaie11:v's 

:Miiliil~rs 
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Minifters with the Expedition, and his 1\-10'
tives for fetting it on Foot, informing them, 
that 4000 New England Forces would be 
landed upon the Hland of Cape Bretoll in 
April, if no unforefeen Accident prevented; 
but that in cafe it lhould not be his lVIajeity's 
Pleafure to fupport the Expedition, he had 
concerted Meafures in fuch manner, as to pro
vide a fale Retreat for them; that though he 
could not take upon him to promife the 
ReduCtion of the Ifland, yet he would be 
anfwerable for the Succefs of the At
tempt fo £u, as that CaJ?fo 1hould be re
covered for his 1\1aje!l:y, all the Buildings in 
the Town of LouiJbourg, and upon the whole 
Ifland deihoyed, the French Fi!hery depend
ing upon it broke up; and the Englif/; Fi
lheries upon the Bank of !lova Scotia, and. 
an along the whole Coafi: as £u as /I,/c,,;.,,-
fOltlldland re!l:ored; and that at leat1:: the Grand 
Battery in the Harbour of Louisboltrg fhould 
be taken, fo that the Advantages gained in 
the Expedition would abundantly recompenfc 
for the Expences incurr'd in it, even though 
it ihould fail of the Reduftion of the Ifland 
to the Obedience of his Majefiy; and he de
fired particular DireCtions, whether in cafe a 
Conquefl: fllould be made of the Ifland, he 
ihould caufe the Fortrefs and Works in the 
Harbour to be demoliih'd or kept to be gar 
rifoned by his Majefty's Troops. 

Upon the Arrival of the Exprefs fent to 
England, it was determined there to fUPPOl:t 
the Expedition, and in confequence of It hIS 

G 2 M:1jefiy'~ 
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rVIajei1:y's Ships Princefs l.1ary, HeClor, Che/ler, 
Canterbury, and Sunderland were difpatched 
with Orders to join Mr. Warren's Squadron at 
Louisboltrg, which they did during the Siege; 
in Anfwer to the Difpatcht>s fent to Sir Cha
loner Ogle at Jamaica Admiral Dawrs who 
relieved him, acquainted the Governor, that 
he had pretTed him much to comply with the 
Propo[al of his Letter, but could not prevail 
011 him to do it: And in An[wer t) his Let
ter fent to Mr. Warren at Antigua, he re
ceived one from him, dated the 24th of Fe
bruary, inclofing a Copy of the Confultation 
of the Captains then prefent, held on Board 
the Ldifit'(jJc71 the 23d of FEbruary, in which 
was fet forth, "That Commodore Warren hav
" ing bid before them a Letter from Gover
" nor Si::i"/tJ of his Majefiy',s Province of 
" Nc'w England, together with a Scheme for 
" attacking and fUl"prizing the Fort and Town 
" of LOllisbourg and Cape Bretoll, requefi:ing 
" fome of the Ships from that Station to his 
cc Afiifi:ance, they had taken the fame into 
C( their mature Confideration, and it appear
cr ing the ('lid Scheme had been undertaken 
cc without firfi receiving his Majdl:y's Appro
H bation, and that no Orders had been fent 
" by the Lords of the Admiralty for any 
" Ships giving their Afiifiance, and that the 
" taking any of the Ships off thofe Stations 
" (in the Room of the Weymouth, which had 
" been unfortunatelv loft) would be a great 
" weakening of th;fe Wands, and could be 
,~ of no great Service in fuch an Undertak-

~~ ing, 
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" ing, and it might be attended with bad 
c, Confequences, as a Squadron of the Ene
cc my's Ships were daily expeCted at Mart
ce nique." 

" They therefore unanimoufly agreed, and 
cc gave it as their Opinions, I that it would be 
cc moft for his Majefty's Service for Commo
cc dore Warren to fend the North America 
cc ftationed Ships away to their refpeCtive Sta
cc tions, and remain there himfelf in the Stt
cc perbe, till Anfwers could return to his Ex
ec prefs from England by the Mercury, whom, 
" it was their Advice to fend away immediately 
" with the Account of the unhappy Accident 
C~ that had befallen the Weymouth, and Copies 
cc of Governor Shirley'S Let~ers and Schemes, in 
cc order to receive their Lordlhips Directions 
~' thereupon." 

This Pacquet arriv'd at Bo/lon the Day be
fore the New England Fleet failed from thence 
for Louisbourg, at which time the Governor 
was not certain that the Expedition would be 
fupported with any of his Majefiy's Ships; and 
as the Contents of it, if publickly known, 
could have had no good Effect for his Majefiy's 
Service at that critical Conjuncture, he did not 
think it advifeable to communicate them to 
the General Arrembly, or any Perfon what
ever except the Commander in Chief of the 
Expedition, and the General Officer then next 
in Command to him. 

A few Days after Mr. Warren had dif
patched the Exprefs Boat back to New Eng-. wn~ 
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IUlld, his 1\lajei1y's Sloop Hind arrived at An
tiglla with Orders for him to repair forthwith 
to Bojloll " with {uch of the Ships under his 
"Command, as could be (pared from his 
" Majefiy's Service in the Parts where he was 
" ft:ltioned, in order to concert Meafures with 
" Governor SbirlL)' for the Protection of the 
C! Trade, Annoyance of the Enemy, and his 
" 1\LI~cily's Gmeral Service in North Ameri-
" ((7.' 1 

Purfuant to thefe Orders, Mr. Warren forth
with failed from Antigua in the Superbe, tak
ing ... rith him his lVIajeity's ~,hips J..lt'rJiw/d and 
LauncejloJl, with an Intention to proceed di
reCtly to Bolloll ; imagining that 1\Jr. Shirley up
on receiving the late Anfl.ver to his Letter 
defiring the Afli.f1:ance of fome of the Ships 
under his Command in the Expedition againft 
Cape Bretoll, had let drop all Thoughts of pro
ceeding in it; but upon getting Intelligence 
in his PaiTage, that the New England Arma
mf>tit had failed from Be/lOll for LouisboZlrg, 
and was to flop :1 fhort time at Canjo Ijland, 
he changed his former Sentiments concerning 
the unadvifcablenefs of prd'ccuting the Enter
prize without his Majeily's exprefs Orders; 
and by a Schooner, which he took up at Sea, 
acquainted ;\1r. Shirley, that infiead of coming 
to Bo/loll he iliould proceed directly to CO"jq, 
there to confult with the General, and from 
then·:.: So before Louisbourg and affift in the 
Expedition; and as he was thort of Provifions, 
Ammunition and other Stores for that Service, 

he 
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he defired Mr. Shirley to fend him thither the 
~lantities expreffed in his Letter, as fpeedily 
as he could. 

What rendere~ this News ftill more agree
able to the MaJfachztJets GO'"vcrnment was, the 
great Efieem they had for Mr. fVarrm on ac
count of his known Difpofition for promoting 
his Majefiy's Service in the Northern Colonies, 
the Opinion they entertained of his Vigilance 

- and other ~alifications for the Sea Command 
upon that Expedition, and the good V nder
ilanding, which fubfifted between him and 
the Governor, as alfo between him and the 
General of the Land Forces. 

On the 24th of March I 7 4~ the Mq/fachu-
Jets Troops amounting to 3250, exclufive of 
Commiffioned Officers, embarked at Bojlon, 
and failed under the Convoy of the Shirley 
Galley, Captain RollS Commander, and ar
rived the 4th of Aprz'l at CanJo Wand, which 
was appointed by the Governor to be the Place 
ofRendezvou3 for theTranfports and Cruizers, 
and for a Communication of Intelligence be
tween himfelf at Bojlon, the General of the 
Land Forces before the City of Louisbourg, 
and the Commander of the Ships before the 
Harbour; as alfo for lodging all Stores not 
in immediate Vfe in the Camp and Fleet: 
Here they found the New Hampfbire Forces, 
confifiing of 304 Men and Officers, had ar
rived four Days before them; and on the 25th 
they were joined by the C0?l11l'tlicut Troops 
amountino- to 516 i!:cIuflvc of Commiilioned 0) _ 

01hcers : 
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Officers: As to the 300 expeCled from Rhode 
Ijland, they did not join the Forces of the 
other Governments till after Louisbourg was 
taken. 

Chapeau-Rouge Bay, which was the Place 
appointed for landing the Troops, being fo 
filled with Ice as to make that impraClicable 
before the latter End of April, the Forces 
were detained until then at Cal1fo; where the 
General torm'd the Detachments ordered to be 
employed in the feveral Attacks propofed to 
be made immediately after the landing the 
main Body at Flat Point Cove, according to 
the Plan of Operations which had been con
certed at BoJlon, and there given him in 
Charge by the Governor's InfrruClions. 

During the Stay of the Troops at Canfo, a 
Block-houfe was ereCled upon a Hill there 
picketed round, and defended by' eight Can
non of nine Pound Ball; and two armed Vef ... 
fels fent into Bay Verte in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, to take or defiroy fome Ve1Tels, 
which, according to Information, lay there in 
order to take in Provifions for Louisbourg. 

In the mean time, April 18th, the Rcnommetj 

a French Ship of War of 36 Guns nine Pound
ers with 300 Seamen and 50 Marines, charged 
with public Difpatches, fell in with the arm
ed Ve1Tels in the Service of the A1L!ffachuJets 
Government before Loltisbourg Harbour, 
where ihe maintained a running Fight with 
them, but got clear by outfailing them: This 
Ship afterwards fell in with the ConneCficut 
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Troops under the Convoy of their own 
Sloop, and that of Rhode Ijland, the:;cer 'of 
which {he attack'd and damaged ccnfirler
ably; but finally the Sloop got ott, a~ did the 
Tranfports and other Sloop. during the E n
gagement: And after making two mere At
tempts to pu{h into the Harbour withont Suc
cefs, {he returned to France without 1::lVing 
delivered her Pacquets, from whence the fail'd 
again the Beginning of July, with fix Shjp~ 
more, being the Brrfl Squadron deftined 
againft Annapolis Royal. 
_ April the 22d hi~ Majefty's Ship Eltham of 

40 Guns arriv'd at Canjo from New England, 
under Orders from Mr. 'f7arrO?; and on the 
the 23d Mr. Warren in his M:.1jefiy's Ship 
Superbe of 60 Guns, with the Laz.l1Ctj:'Oll ~md 
Mermaid of 40 Guns; and after flaying tLe: e 
fome Hours; and conferring with the General 
by Letter failed to Louijbourg in order to 
criuze off the Harbour. 

On the 29th of April the Troops embark'd 
in four Divifions of Tranfports, and (ailed for 
Chapeau-rouge Bay, with an armed Snow and 
two armed Sloops in the Service of the MaJJachu
{etsGovernment, under the Fire of whofe Can
non they were to land: And at the fame time 
a Detachment of 270 Men, under the Com
mand of a Colonel, and Convoy of an arm'd 
Sloop in the Pay of New Hampjhire Govern
ment, were fent to St. Peter's, a fmall Frmch 
Settlement on Cape Breton, with Orders to 
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take the Place, burn the Houft.:s, and demoli{h 
the Fort; which was accordingly effected. 

On the 30th of April) between Nine and 
Ten in the Morning, the Fleet having the 
main Body of the Troops on board came to 
an Anchor in Chapeau-rouge Bay, at the Di
fiance of about two Miles from Flat Point 
Cove : Upon the Difcovery of this the Enemy 
fired fome Cannon, and rapg their Bells in the 
Town, to alarm and call in their People living 
in the Environs, and fent out of the Town a 
Detachment of about ISO Men, under the 
Command of Mr. Boularderie, late an Officer 
in one of the Regiments in France, to oppofe 
the landing of the Troops j whereupon the 
General made a Feint of landing a Party of his 
Men in Boats at Flat Point CflVE, in order to 
draw the French thither '(which had its Effect) 
and upon a Signal from the Verrel thofe Boats 
returned, and joined another Party under his 
Stern, from whence were landed two Miles 
higher up the Bay, about 100 IVIen, before 
the Enemy could get up there; whom they 
brifkly attack'd, though under the Advantage 
of bt:ing covered with their \Voods, and after 
killing fix of them upon the Spot, taking as 
m:lI1y Prifoners, (among whom was Mr. Bou
/(!u{,Tie) , and wounding feveral others, forc'd 
the Remainder to make a precipitate Flight 
towards the Town, in which fome others were 
taken Prifoners, with the Damage fulbined on 
the Part of the EngliJb, of only two Men be-
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ing nightly wounded: On the fame Day about 
2000 more of the Tro'Y(')s were landed with
out Oppofition, and th~ Remainder, being 
near 20QO, the Day following. 

On the Day following a Detachment of 40~ 
Men marched rou!1d to the North-eaft Har
bour, behind the RJi";ge ot Hills there, and 
burnt all the Enemy's Houfes and Stores in 
the Neighbourhood, at the Difiam:;e of about 
a Mile from the Grand Battery; whereupon 
the Enemy deferted it the fJ'ne Night, leav
ing the Artillery, con lilting of 28 Cannon of 
42 Pound Ball, and two of 18 Pound, with 
the Ordnance Stores (except their Powder, 
which they threw into a Well I, fo precipitate
ly, that they only fpik'd up their Cannon in a 
flight n12.nner, without knocking off the Trun
nions, or d')llig other Damage to them, and 
but very little to the Carriages: The next 
Morning a Party of lixteen 1'Aen difcovered, 
that the Enemy had aband( llir:'l the Grand 
Battery, and drove off a Party of ti1eln, as 
they were attempting to reland thcle that 
Morning in Boats. 

As Coon as the New England Men had taken 
Poifeffion of the Grand Battery, the French 
kept an inceiTant Fire againft it with their 
Cannon and Bombs both ti"om the Town and 
mand Batterv; the former of which is diO:ant 
59 I 3 Feet f(om it, and the latter 4800; not
withil:anding which three of the CanoD 1 in 
the Grand Battery, which pointed again:t the 
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Town, were cleared by the Day following, 
and the Enemy's Fire was returned upon the 
Town from them, as was that from their 
Ifland Battery Coon after, by other Cannon, 
which pointed againfi: it, and were drilled 
within a few Days. 

The Nt'7.'-' England Troops, within the Com
pafs uf 23 Days from the time of their firft 
landing, erected five Fafcine Batteries agaillft 
the Town, mounted with Cannon of 42 lb. 
221b. and 181b. Shot, Mortars of 13, II, 

and 9 Inches Diameter, with fome Cohorns; 
all which were tranfported by hand, with 
increjible Labour and Difficulty, moll: of 
them above two Miles; all the Ground over 
which they were drawn, except fmall Patches 
or Hills of Rocks, was a deep Morafs, in 
which, whilfi the Cannon were upon Wheels, 
they feveral times funk fa deep, as not only to 
bury the Carriages, but their whole Bodies: 
Horfes and Oxen could not be employed in 
this Service, but all mufi: be drawn bv Men, 
up to the Knees .in Mud; the Nights, in 
which the Work was done, were cold and 
foggy, tlleir Tents bad, there being no 
proper Materials for Tents to be had in New 
England, at the Out-fet of the Expedition: 
But notwithfianding thefe Difficulties, and 
many of the Men's being taken down with 
Fluxes, fa that at one time there were 1500 

incapable of Duty, they went on without be
ing difcouraged, or murmuring, and by the 
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Help of Sledges tranfported the Cannon and 
Mortars over thefe Ways, which the French 
had always thought impaffable for fuch heavy 
Weights; and befides this, they had all their
Provifions and heavy Ammunition, which they 
daily made ufe of, to bring from the Camp over 
the fame Way upon their Backs. 

To annoy the Beiiegers in making their 
Approaches, and carrying on their Batteries, 
the Enemy erected new Works, from which, 
as well as from the Cannon of other Batte
ries, and their Mortars, they continually 
maintained a ftrong Fire, till they were 
filenced. 

The moft advanced of the New England 
Batteries (which was finilhed the 17th of May) 
was within the Difiance of 2 50 Yards from 
the Wefi Gate of the Town j fo that from this 
Battery feveral of the Enemy were killed by 
the Mufquetry of the Befiegers, as were fome 
of their Men by the Enemy from the Walls; 
and indeed this Battery was fo near the 
Enemy's Works, that the Men were obliged 
to load the Cannon there under the Fire of 
their Mufquetry, which was very {barp on 
both Sides, the French generally opening the 
Action every Morning with the Fire of their 
fmall Arms for two Hours; which was con
ftantly returned with Advantage: The Exe
cution done from the Batteries of the Befiegers 
was very confiderable; the Weft Gate was 
entirely beat down, the Wall adjoining very 
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much battered, and a Breach made in it at 
about ten feet from the Bottom of the Wall: 
The circular Battery of 16 Canno,n 24 Poun
ders, near the \tVell Gate (and the principal 
one againft Ships next to the Grand Battery, 
and Wand Battery) was almoft entirely ruined, 
and all -the Cannon but three difmounted: 
The North-eaft Battery, confifting of two 
Lines of 42 and 32 Pounders, in all 17 Can
non ! another princi p . .J Battery again fi Ships) 
was dama9"ed, and tbe Men drove from their o 
Guns; the Weft Flank of the King's Baftion 
belonging to the Citadel, and the Battery there 
of fix 24 Pounders, which pointed to the 
Land Side, and greatly annoyed the Works of 
the Befiegers, was almoft demolifhed: Two 
Cavaliers of:-, <i- Pounders each, raifed during 
the Siege, and two other Cannon of the [arne 
Weight of Metal , run out at two Embrazures 
cut through the Parapet near the Weft Gate 
at the fame time, (all pointing againft the 
Nc'lO England Batteries) were filenced: The 
Citadel was very much d:unaged; feveral 
Hou[es in the City entirely demoli!hed, and 
almofi everyone, more or leis hurt; and Mau
repas Gate, at the Eailermoft Part of the City, 
fluttered: And as crofs Fires from the Cannon 
a:ldMortarsofthe Betiegers ranged through the 
Streets in every Part of the City, and through 
the Enemy's Parades, whereby many were 
kill'd, it drove the Inhabitants out of their 
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Houfes into Cafmates, and other cover'd Holds, 
where they were obliged to take Refuge for 
fame Weeks: And befid~s this/the Fire fi-om 
the Grand Battery annoyed the Barracks of the 
Ifland Battery. 

During this time tee Ne'IV England Parties 
of Scouts fo thoroughly ranged the Woods, 
that they feldom returned without bringing in 
fome Prifoners; which very much confined 
the Enemy within their Walls, who were con
ftantly worfled in all Skirmiilies, and repulfed 
in every Sally, which they made, frequently by 
an inferior N umber of Men, and with very 
little lofs upon thefe Occafions fuftaincd on the 
Part of the New England Men. 

On the 26th of May, after fame ineffectual 
Preparations for making an Attack upon the 
Enemy's Hland Battery, which is a flrong 
Fort built on a rocky Hland, at the Entrance 
into the Harbour, mounted with 30 Cannon 
of 28 Pound Shot, and having rome Swivels 
upon its Breail: Work, and two Brafs 10 Inch 
l\tlonars, with 180 Men, it was at Night at
tempted by a Party of 400 Men in Boats: but 
from the Strength of the Place, and the AJ.
vantage which the Enemy had by being under 
Cover, and the Affailants expofed in open Boats, 
the Surf running high, the Men not being 
thoroughly acquainted with the beft Place for 
landillg, and the Enemy befide~i (as is mofl pro
bable) bei:lg apprized of their Defign, they 
were fL~L~~i~J with the Lofs of ha.vin:; about 
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fixty killed and drowned and one hundred 
and fixteen taken Prifoners; however feveral 
of them got within the Enemy's Battery and 
killed fome of them. 

It being judged extremely dangerous fot 
his Majefiy's Ships to enter the Harbour, till 
the Enemy could be annoyed in that Battery; 
and thought after the lail: Attempt impracti
cable to reduce it by Boats, it was determined 
to erect a Battery near the Light-Houfe op
pofite to it, and at 3400 feet Difiance from it; 
and the fame was by the 11th of June, not
withflanding the almofl infuperableDifficulties, 
which attended the Drawing of the Cannon 
up a fleep Bank and Rock, raifed in fuch a 
manner, as not to be expofed to more than 
four of the Enemy's Cannon, and at the fame 
time to flank a Line of above 20 of their Guns; 
and two 18 Pounders were on that Day 
mounted, and began to play; by the 14th of 
June four more Cannon of 18 Pound Shot were 
added, and on the 15th a Mortar of 13 Inches 
was removed thither, out of which 19 Bombs 
were thrown, 17 whereof fell within the 
I!1and Battery, and one of them upon the Ma
gazine of Powder; and this, together-with 
the Fire from the Cannon of the Befiegers, 
which flanked the Enemy's Cannon and Line 
of Barracks, fo annoy'd them, that they could 
not remain with Safety in any part of the 
Fort. 
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. And now the Grand Battery being in the 
:Poffeffion of the New England Men, the 
lfland Battery (efieemed by the French the 
Palladium 'of Louisbourg) fa much annoyed 
from the Light-Haufe Battery, that they 
could not entertain Hopes of keeping it 
much longer; the North Eafi Battery da
m::jged, and fo much expofed to the Fire 
from the new advanced Battery, that they 
could not frand to their Guns; the circular 
Battery ruined, and all its Cannon but three 
difmounted; whereby the Harbour was dif
armed of all its principal Batteries; the Weft 
Gate of the City being demolilhed, and a 
Breach made in the adjoining Wall; the Weft 
Flank of the King's Ballion almofi defiroyed; 
and moil: of their other Guns, which had been 
mounted during the Time of the Siege, be
ing filenced; all the Houfes and other Build
ings within the City (fame of which were 
quite demolifil'd) fa damaged, that but one 
among them was left unhurt; the Enemy 
extremely harraffed by their long Confi.ne
ment within their Cafmates; and their Stock 
of Ammunition being almoft exhaufied, Mr. 
Duchambon fent a Flag of Truce to the Camp 
on the 15th Day of June .~n the Afternoon, 
defiring time to confider of:Articles of Cap:
tulation; which was accordingly granted till 
next Morning, when they fent Art:ck; \','hich 
were rejected, and others propofed in their 
Stead, and accepted by the Enemy: And 
Hofiages being exchanged on the fame Day 

1 for 



[ 58 ] 
for the Performance of the Articles, on the 
Day following, being the ] 7th of 'June (49 
Days after the New Eng/and l\len landed up
on the Bland) the City was furrendered, and 
the Garrifon, confifiing of about 650 Regular 
Troops, and the Inhabitants of the City, be
ing ahout 1300 effeCtive Men, befides Women' 
and Children, made Prifoners by Capitulation, 
with the Lafs of no more than 101 Men killed 
by the Enemy, and all other Accidents from 
the Time of tbeir Landing to the Reduction 
of the Place, with about 30 who died of Sick
nefs. 

In the A rtides of Capitulation propofed by 
Mr. j)lId,tlmbGll t, it \'::1S provided, that 
upon his Surrender of the Wand the Inhabi
tants {houid have their Option either to tranf'
l)ort themfdves and their'lVIoveables to Frana 
or Canada, or to remain in Cape Breton, and 
enjoy their Efiates there with the free Exercife 
ot their Religion; but former Experience of 
the milChievous .t.ffeCls of the like Indulgence 
to lhe Inhabitants of l'v~(;-..:a Scotia or Acadie 
hy the Treaty of Utrecbt, occafioned the latter 
Part of the Propofal to be rejeCted, and they 
were only permitted, by the Ratification of the 
Articks finally concluded on, to tranfport, 
tilemfeJv<:'s and their Effects either to Eral1ce 
or C'l,'/:),'; but not to remain in the Colony. 

U pon r11l~ ~urrencler uf Loltisbollrg the Inha
bitants of the Bland of St. John's made their 
:)ubmil111 11, dtilrinO' to be included in the Ar

t=> 
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-tides of Capitulation granted to thofe of Cape 
Breton, and delivering Hofiages for the Per
formance of them on their Part, which was 
accordingly granted. 

During the Siege fame of the New Englond 
Cruizers made a De[cent upon the l11and of 
St. 1ohn's, in which they burnt fame Houfe~, 
and committed other Ravages; alld Parties of 
the. Befiegers broke up all the Fi{hing Settle
ments at Cape Breton; and on the 19th of 
May, the Vigilant, a French Ship of \Val' of 
64 Guns, bound for LlJuijboltrg with Ordnance 
Stores, fell in with the Mermaid of 40 Guns, 
Captain .Douglafs, who was cruizing at a {null 
Diilance from LouiJbourg, and by maintaining 
a running Fight decoyed the French Com
mander to follow him till he got in amoll g 
Mr. TVarren's Ships, who took him after all 

Engagement of fame Hours, in Sight of the 
Camp at Louisbourg ; which cut off from the 
Enemy all Hopes of any Succour, and ga\'e 
great Spirit to the Land Forces in carrying 011 

the Siege; and on the 14th of 1une, it was 
determined by the General and Commodore 
to make an Attack by Land and Sea, as fUCll 
as his Majefiy's Ships Sunder/and and Canter
bury, which were then daily expeCted, {bould 
arrive; accordingly the next Day all the 
Tranfports were ordered off to take out the 
fpare Mails and Yards, and other Lumber of 
the Men of War; and the Soldiers employei 
in gathering Mo[s to barricade their Netting, 
and 600 of them were put on Board the 
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King's Ships at the Commodore's Reque1t to 
affifi: in th-e Attack by Sea; but the intended 
AiTault was prevented by the French Gover ... 
nor's fending out a Flag of Truce, as is be
fore mentioned, on the 16th, and the Sur ... 
render of the Fort and Batteries in the Har
bour the Day following. 

The Att.empt againft Lozdsbourg not being 
yet known either in France, or any part of 
the IFd! Indies, the Englijh, after they were 
in Pofreffion of it, kept the French Flag fly
ips in the Port for a Decoy to the French Ships 
bound thither; this had its Effect in drawing 
feveral valuable Prizes to it; particularly three 
homeward bound Ships from the South Sea 
and Eo/l Indies, having rich Cargoes on Board, 
to the Amount of above 600,000 1. which 
were prevented from entering the Harbour, 
as they were making it, by fome of Mr. War-
1"en'S Squadron then lying there, which juft 
went out to make Captures of the French Ships 
before they codd get in. 

It feems dubious, whether the taking of 
thefe Ships under fuch Circumftances was a 
Capture within the Intent of the King's Pro
clamation, and intituled the Captors to the 
BeneEt of them: If it was not, the Ships and 
their Cargoes belonged of Courfe to the pub
lick Treafure; and, in fuch Cafe, would of 
themfelves have more than doubly paid the 
Nat~on's Expence in the Reduction of the 
]O:llld; but this Point not being moved in 
the Court of Admiralty, where they were con-
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demned, the Captures were treated as ordina
ry Captures at Sea, and the Shi.ps and Cargoes 
adjudged as Prizes to the Officers and Crews 
of the Ships concerned in taking them. 

Upon Mr. Duvivier's Arrival in France the 
preceding Winter, and reprefenting to the 
Court of Verfailles the weak State, he left Nova 
Scot£a in, upon which Commiffion, as has 
been obferved, Mr. Duquejnel, the late Go
vernor of Cape Breton, had fent him, it was 
determined to fit out an Armament from Bre/l 
for the ReduCtion of it; and a Squadron of 
{even Ships accordingly failed from thence far 
Annapolis Royal, the Beginning of July 1745; 
but upon gaining certain Intelligence from a 
Veffel, which they took in their PaiTage, 
~hat the Englijh were in Paffefiian of LOllif
bourg, and had a {hong Squadron there, they 
defified from profecuting their Enterprize 
againfi Nova Scotia. 

The immediate Confequences of the Ex
pedition were the recovering the Pofieffion of 
the Hland of Canfo, refioring the Englijh Cod 
Filhery, and breaking up that of the French i 
the Capture of the greateft Part of the French 
Trade, which that Year paffed through the 
Atlantic Ocean; the freeing Nova Scotia of 
the Attempts with which it had been conti
Dually harraffed from Canada the Year befare~ 
and the Prefervation of it againfi the Arm2~. 
ment, which was fitted O\,1t from BreJl in July 
tollowin~. 
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Soon after making this Acquifition to hi! 

Majefiy's American Dominions, a new Scene 
of Difficulties opened in providing for the 
Prefervation of it, till Troops could be fent 
from Europe to garrifon it; which was not 
done till the Spring following. 

Much the greateft Part of the New England 
Forces, efpecially thofe of the MaJ!achufets 
Bay, were (as hath been obferved) Farmers, 
who own'd valuable Freeholds in the Country, 
and entered into the Service with an ExpeCta
tion of returning home as foon as the Siege 
was ended, without confidering the Neceffity 
of fraying to keep PoiTeffion of Louisbourg, till 
they could be relieved by other Troops; that 
Zeal and Ardour, which made them the fore
mofr to engage in the Expedition, and en
counter all Difficulties in making the Con
quefr, when that was made, fooner abated in 
them, than it did in thofe, who had no 
Property in the Country, and were only Mer
cenaries in the Service: The Thoughts that 
their Hufbandry Bufinefs and Families were 
both fuft"ering by their Abfence, made them 
uneafy at being detained at Louisbollrg; and 
this increaied by the inactive Garrifon Duty, 
which fucceeded the Toils of the Siege, and a 
faIt fcorbutic Diet (both which they had been 
unaccufiomed to) made them fickly, and foon 
grew into Difcontent; which [pread fo much, 
that the General acquainted the Malfachzifets 
Governor, his Prefence was neceiTary' to allay 
it; and, in the mean time, to pacify the great 
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Numbers, which daily pre1fed him for Dif .. 
charges, referred them to him, telling 
them that he had reprefented their Cafe to 
the Governor, who only had Power to dif
charge them, and would come to LouisboZlrg 
in a iliort time; and defiring th~m to ceafe 
their Importunity for being'difmil1ed Ollly till 
his Arrival. ' 

Other Calls likewife required the Gover
nor's Prefence at Louisbourg; a Notion that 
the Captors were intitled to the Soil of the 
Ifland had fo far prevailed there, that Mr. 
Warren, in his firft Letter to him from thence 
after the Reduction of it, defired his Opinion 
upon that Point. 

Tho' this Mifi:ake was very palpable, as the 
Expedition was at firft fet on foot under a 
Proclamation of the King's Governor, iffued 
by Virtue of his general Authority received 
from the Crown; carried on by Officers un
der his Commiffion, iffued by the fame Au
thority ; the Soldiers inlified exprefsly into 
his Majefl:y's Service for the Expedition; both 
Officers and Men fubjected to Courts Martial 
eretted by his Governor upon that Occafion ; 
and paid with the King's Money; (for fuch 
was every Sum raifed to defray the Expence 
of the Expedition, being granted by Act of 
Affembly to his Majefty for that Service) all 
which was fignified to the Commodore in 
Anfwer to his Letter; yet fo firongly had 
the Opinion been adopted, that it was frill en
tertained, and a Day thought of for proceeding 

to 



[ 64- J 
to make a DiftributJon of part of the conquer';: 
ed Lands among fuch of the Officers and Sol
diers, as would engage to fettle upon them. 

It w~s evident how ill concerted a Meafure 
this would prove, if in the End of the War his 
Majeily fhould think fit to make a Reftitution 
of Cape Breton to France; both on account 
of the Difappointments it muft have occafion'd 
to thofe, who fhould have Lands ai1lgned 
them, and the public Murmurs it might be 
attended with: A Court of Vice Admiralty 
Vias likewi{e appointed at Louijbourg (in dero
gation of th~ JurifdiCtion of his Majefty's high 
Court of Admiralty in England) for the Con .. 
demnation of the French Ships and their Car
goes; and Notice Cent to the feveral Britifh 
Colonies upon the Continent, that Sale would 
be made of them under fuch Condemnation 
at a Time prefixed; all which Proceedings, 
if carried into Execution, would probably have 
produced great Confufion; and it was there .. 
fore incumbent upon the Governor, under 
whofe Commiffion this Acquiiition was made 
for his Majefty, and to whom confequently 
the Exercife of his Majefiy;s Government 
within the new Colony appertained, until his 
Majeily's Plea[ure ihould be known, to -ufe 
his utrnofi Endeavours to prevent or rectify. 

A nother forcible Reafon for the Governor's 
repairing to Lou1foourg was; the Commodore 
had at firft taken and kept Poffeffion of one 
or more of the Land Batteries, with his Ma
rines; and once taken the Keys of the City 
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Gates into his Cufiody, and interfer'd in the 
Naval Office: Thefe ACts, though gone into 
by him on the fudden, and but of a very {hort 
Continuance, were aggravated to the Malfa
,hufets Affembiy by inflammatory Reports 
from Lou~fbollrg; and, together with other 
Steps he had taken, which they conceived de
rogatory to the Honour of the Province in the 
late Expedition, gave fuch Umbrage, that they 
were urgent to the laft Degree with the Go
vernor- to proceed direCl:ly to Loltisbourg, and 
take the Government of it upon him; prom if
ing in his Abfence to encourage and forward 
the raifing Recruits for relieving the Troops, 
which had been employed in the Siege; and 
to ufe every other Mea[ure for fupporting the 
new Conqueft from Bi/on; all which, in the 
Temper they were then thrown intc?, they 
would have been flack in doing, if the Go
vernor had not complied with their Defire i 
and befides, the Troops at Louisbourg were 
impatient for his Arrival there: He therefore 
determined to proceed thither in his Majd1:y's 
Ship Hector, which Mr. Warren had fent to 
Boflon for that Purpofe, and waited for him. 

Before he ~embark'd, the commanding Of
ficer of the Rhode Wand Troops, which were 
then juft raifed, arriv'd at BoJloll with Dif .. 
patches from the Governor of that Colony, ac
quainting him, that the Troops were ready. 
and he had fent the Officer to him for his Or
ders: This beina an acceptable Corps de re
ferve towards r~iievil1g the Troops at Loui/-

K l;uj~:;, 



( 66 ] 
bourg, and, as it happened, more opportunely 
raired than if they had affifted in the Siege, he 
ordered directly thither. 

Upon the Governor's Arrival at Louisbourg 
a general Joy appeared in the Troops, which 
was fiill hcighten'd in the Men by an Ex
pectation of having a fhort Day fix'd for their 
being relieved; on the other hand, the Necef
fity which the Governor was under of dif
appointing thefe Hopes in a great meafure, was 
no fmall Embarraffment to him: It was 
thought mofl: advifeable upon this Occafion, 
that he fhould fpeak to every Regiment fepa
rately, and that Regiment fpoke to firft, which 
was thought to be the leafl: difcontented; he 
ob[erv~d to them, " that it was a mofl: unrea
Cc fonable Notion, whichheheard fome had en
" tertained, that the Expedition was to end with 
'( the Siege and Surrender of Louisbourg; that 
H they had entered into it, in order to make a 
c( Conquefi (which to their great Honour they 
" had happily effected) for the Service of their 
rc King and Country, not to abandon it imme
U diatcly after to the Enemy: That for fecuring 
" the Benefit of it, it was neceifary a fufficient 
" Number of them fhould keep Poffeffion till 
" they could be relieved by other Troops ,which 
,r he hoped would Coon be done by fome of his 
&C Majefiy's Regiments from Europe; and in the 
c( mean time, till they !bould arrive, Recruits 
CC were raifing in the Colonies for the fame Pur
C

C pofe; that as faft as they were tranfported to 
g., Louisbourg; the Soldiers of the prefentGarrifon 

" £hould 
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C( ihould be fent Home; and that he ihould 
" difcharge as many of them in prefent, as was 

. cc confifient with the Safety of the Place; that 
" before he left Bojlon, he had taken care to 
cc get their Bounty enlarged, and other Votes 
cc of Aifembly paifed in their favour; and for 
" thofe, whofe Lot it {bould be to remain in 
" Garrifon fome time longer, nothing in his 
cc Power fhould be wanting for their Eafe and 
cc Comfort in that Situation. " 

The Regiment firfi fpoken to expreifed their 
Satisfadion in the Aifurances given them, by 
the ufual Acclamations on {uch Occafions; 
which Example was followed by the reft; 
and their late U neafinefs fo greatly f ubfided, 
that for five or fix Weeks they went through 
every Part of their Duty with great Che::trful
nefs and Alacrity; particularly upon an Alarm 
of a French Squadron's having pafted by, fup
pofed to be deftined for An1lapolis Ro),al, OIl 

which Occafion 600 Soldiers were wanted on 
board Mr.Warren's Squadron,which was upon 
the Point of failing to the Bay of Flmda in queft 
of it, that Number entered as Volunteers into 
the Service, and came on board his Ships in 
14 Hours time. 

At the End of fix Weeks an Uneafinefs again 
broke out among them, and grew much higher 
than the former, towards raifing which many 
Circumftances concurred. 

A Sicknefs, which fwept off in the whole 
15 or 1600, daily increafed among them; 
The Majfachufets Troops, which made three 
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fourths of the Gan-ifon, had been difappointed 
in their Expectations of feveral things from 
the AtTemblv; theCloathsand Woollens, they 
carried '.vi~h 'them, were foon worn out in hard 
Duty durin:; t:ie Siege; and a (ufficient Quan
tity was not to be purchafed in the Maffachu
fets Province fx relieving their immediate 
Wants, as th~ AtTembly had undertaken to do) 
that they might have them at the prime Coits ; 
the Pay allowed them had from the Beginning 
been much lefs than the Efiablifhment for the 
C01lneCficut Troops; and their Families, ac
cording to the ufual Courfe of Colony Pay, 
could receive no part even of that till the End 
of their Service: And further, a new Notion 
had been infufed into all the Troops, that three 
Months being elapfed llnce the Surrender of 
the Place, they had a Right to demand their 
Difmif11on; w;1ich the greate!l: Part of them 
had entered into a Combination to do early the 
next Mornin,; upon the public Parade before 
the Fort. 

Late in the Afternoon before this Defign 
was to be put in Execution, Information was 
given of it to the Governor; whereupon two 
or three of the Ring-leaders were fecur'd, and 
the Men off Duty ordered into their Bar
racks. 

In a Council of War called upon this Oc
callon it was the unanimous Opinion, that the 
Pay of the Ma/fachufits Troops ought from that 
Day to be raifed to the Conneflicut E!l:abliili
ment; that if the Goyernor would give them. 

aJ;l 
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an abfolute Promife, that that fhould be done, 
it would be fatisfactory to them; but that if 
he proceeded no further than to aff'ure them 
he would exert his beft Endeavours with the 
AiTembly to have their Pay raifed, their pre
fent Temper and Difcontent were fuch, as 
that it would have no effeCt upon the Men. 

Orders were given the fame Night, that an 
extraordinary Number of Officers thould con
tinually walk the Rounds till Morning; and 
that the feveral Regiments thould be very early 
drawn up at their refpective alarm Pofts for 
the Governor to fpeak to them: Accordingly 
the Day following cc he promifed the Ma.f!a
" chufets Troops, that their prefent Pay of 25S. 

" per Month of the new Tenor MaJfachujfts 
" Currency, thould from that Day be raifed 
" to 40s. to all fuch of them, as thould be de
C( tained at Louijboztrg till Spring; acquainted 
" them that for providing Cloaths for them, 
" as far as was in his Power, he had, two 
" Months before, defired the Governor of New 
" York and Pef!!ilvania to procure for him 
cc what Woollens they could at New York and 
cc Philadelphia upon his own Bills, in addition 
" to what the Affembly thould be able to buy 
" up in Bojlon; that he had lately received 
cc Advice that a very large quantity of Woollens 
" were thipped for him from Philadelphia, 
" and that he expeCted a fupply of Cloaths 
" of all Kinds, and Bedding for them would 
" fpeedily arrive at Louisbourg; that he had 
" order~d the Mufter-Rolls of every Company 

" to 
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(C to be made up and each Man's Account 
cc frated; and would take care upon his Re
(C turn to Bojlon, that whatever was due to any 
" of them, fhould be forthwith paid to their 
" refpective Orders: And he informed the 
" Troops in general, that he expected a confi" 
" derable Number of Recruits were now upon 
" their Pailage to Louisbourg; that he would 
" difcharge by the Middle of October as many 
(C of thofe, who had ferv'd at the Siege as 
" would reduce the Garrifon to 2000; which 
" Number it was abfolutelyneceffaryhe ihoul<J 
" retain during the Winter for the Security 
(' of the Place; and he would befides permit 
" a Number, not exceeding thirty, fuch as the 
" Army fhould pitch upon, to go to New 
c. England upon Furlow, in order to procure 
" fuch NeceiYaries or Conveniencies for them, 
" as they ihould defire." 

Upon thefe Affurances they were pacified, 
and no Difcontent appeared afterwards among 
them during the whole time of their Service 
at Louisbourg. 

Soon after the Governor's coming to Louif.. 
hourg, all Thoughts of a Difiribution of the 
conquered Lands among the Captors were 
lay'd afide ; a Stop was put to the Proceedings 
of the new Court of Vice Admiralty, and in .. 
tended Sale of the French Ships and Cargoes; 
all Points were fettled to general . Satis faction , 
and an Harmony {ubfifted the whole time be
tween the Governor, General, and Comm() ... 
dore; the la:tter of whofe ConduCt with re-

o gard 
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gard to the feveral Points, upon which the 
MaffachuJets AfTembly had conceived forne 
Difgufi, the Governor flated in fo jufi a Light 
to them, that upon his recommendin g a Let
ter of Thanks to be fent him by the General 
Court for his public Services, a Vote was ac
cordingly pafTed for paying the Compliments 
of the Province to him, at the fame time that 
they voted the like to be fent to the General. 

The ConqueIl: of Cape Breton afforded the 
Englijh great Advantages for attempting the 
Reduction of Canada, as the PofTeffion of it 
together with Nova Scotia, gave them the in
tire Command of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and Entrance into the River Cannda; fo that 
they had it then in their Power to cut off 
~ebec, in which confiIl:s the principal Strength 
of the Country, from receiving any Support 
from France: Many other Circumfiances like
wife concurred to favour an Attempt againIl: 
it the next Year. 

It appeared from undoubted Accounts, that 
Niagara and Cadaraqui (Frontenac) were then 
fo weak, that the French were apprehenfive, 
the fid! News, they fhould hear would be, 
that the Englijh had taken thofe Fort-;; efpe
cially as they could not fend a fufficient N um
ber of Men from Canada to defend them for 
want of Provifions. 

The Weaknefs of the latter of thefe Places 
was a moIl: materhl Circumfiance; as the 
fafeft and beft Way then for carrying Troops 
into ~ the Enel:.1y's Country ,vas by OJ7.I)('p:O~, 
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acrofs Lake Ontario. and down the River 
Iroquois (called by the French St. Lawrence) 
the Paffage through which to MfJ1ltrt'al b:ing 
with the Stream, may be made in iO'.2r Days, 
and affords good Places for cncampin rr every 
Night free of Ambufcades, with a fafe Land
ing for the Men upon the Il1and of Montreal; 
from an Eminence on which, it is faid, it may 
be eafily reduced in a few Hours; and there 
is be fides a fmall Il1and within Cannon Shot 
of the City, which was at that time without any 
Fortifications, and with not above twentv Inha
bitants upon it, and being taken would have 
greatly favoured the Attack of that Place; fo that 
a Defcent made on Montreal by 2000 Troops 
through this Route, at the fame time that a 
like Body of them made another by Chambly, 
acrofs the Lake Champlain, muft have abfo
lutely iecured the ReduCtion of it. 

According to the beft Information, the 
N umber of fighting Men in all Canada, in
cluding their regular Troops, did not then 
exceed 12,000; nor their InditlJlS, which 
they call Domicilih, or Rdident within Ca
nada, 900 : And what were efteemed two 
very favourable Circumftances were, that the 
Government of Canada was, at that time, fo 
jealous of the Indians of the Six Nations, that 
the French Traders were ftriCtly forbid to em
ploy any of them in carrying their Goods over 
the Niagara Carrying-place, for fear they 
1hould take away their Powder, and then feize 
upon the Fort; and that upon the Reduction 

of 



[73 ] 
Qf Cape Breton, Canada was look'd upon by 
the Inhabitants to be in fo de[perate a State, 
that it was thought, jf it was made knowll 
there, that fuch of them, as would not 
~ake up Arms agai'nfr th.e El1glijh, fhould 
be permitted upon the ReduCtion of the 
Country to remain there, and enjoy their 
Efrates and Fortunes, and that fuch, who 
did take up Arms, lhould be oblig'd to leave 
Canat/a, and forfeit their Eira,tes, nqt one 
Man in tell would appear in Arms. . 

The Governor therefore concerted Mea ... 
fures w:~h the GenerJ.l <;lnd Mr. Warren, the~ 
lately made Admiral fVarrcll, who both agre~ 
with him in Sentiment, for forming an 4t
tempt againil: it the next Year; and before his 
leaving Louisbourg, he a.nd the Admiral pro
pofed the making one in a joint Letter to his 
Majeil:y's Minifiers for their Confideration. 

November the 30th. The Governor having 
PLayed at Louisbourg as long as t,he Seafon of 
the Year would permit, and the Occafions of 
his Majefiy's Service in his Governmen,t of 
the MajJachu./ets ~ay would allow of h,is Ab .. 
fence, and done every thing in his Power for 
the Security of the ncw Acquifition, until his 
Majefiy's Troops, which were expeCted very 
early in the Spring, fhould arrive to take poffc:f-
fion of it, embarked for Bo/lo}l; \vhere he 
laml<.:;d in the beginning of DcccmbcJ"~ .. 

The Spting following an Ex.pedltl~n by 
L~nd !1nd Sea W\lS fo~med, by his Ma.Jefly s. 
o.~dc;;~·s in ENg land for the Redu(tion of Gma-
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titt, under the Command of Lieutenant Gene .. 
ral St. Clair, to be attempted with eight Bat
talions of regular Forces in conjunCtiQn with 
fuch Troops, as could be raifed in time for it in 
North America; together with a Squadron of 
his Majefty's Ships under the Command of 
Rear Admiral Warren. 

Upon this Occafion the general Plan, which. 
had been concerted in England for that Ser
vice, was tranfmitted to the Governor of the 
MaJJachufets Bay, with his Majefiy's Orders to 
him, that upon the Arrival of Lieutenant Ge
neral St. Clair at Louisbourg he fhould proceed 
thither with fuch Troops, as he was able to 
caife by that Time within his own Govern
ment, in order to confult with the General 
and Admiral upon the moil: advifeable Scheme 
for effeCting the Conqueft of Canada; and ac
quainting him that in cafe they and he £bould 
-think, that any other Plan might be more 
praCticable, it would be left to them three to 
do as they filouid think proper. 

By the Plan fent from England it was pro
pofed that the Troops to . be raifed in the 
Malfachtifets Bay, New Hampjbire, ConneBicut, 
and Rhode 1jland £bould rendezvous at Louis
"ourg as foon as pollible, and proceed up the 
River St. La·wrence with his Majefty's Ships 
and the regular Troops to Qgebec; and thofe 
raifed in the Colonies of New York, PenJiI
'vania, Maryland and Virginia £bould rendez
vous at Alball)" in order to proceed from thence 
~crofi the Country by Land to Montreal, as 

foon 
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loon as they thould receive Intelligence thatt 
his Majefty's Ships had entered the River- S • 
Lawrence, and form the Siege of that Place.e 

As to the particular Number of Men to b 
raifed in .my of the Provinces, that was no 
limited by his.Majefty; but it was fignified in 
his InftruCtions to his Governors, that his 
Majefty hoped the Troops, which iliould be 
raifed in the feveral Colonies, would amount 
in the whole to at leaft 5000. 

WhiHl: Preparations were making in Eng
land and the Britijh Colonies in North Ameri
ca for profecuting this Enterprize, the Fretlch 
were employed in fitting out an Armament 
from Brejl and the Weft Indies, which, in 
Conjunction with a Body of Land Forces to 
be raifed in Canada, was deftined for the Re
duction of Nova Scotia. 

The Q!ota's of Troops raifed in the feveral 
Colonies concerned in the Expedition againft 
Canada were as follows; the MalfachuJets Ba)" 
which is ever the leading Province in all En
terprizes for his Majefty's Service and the 
common Caufe, fet the fidl: Example upon this 
important Occafion; and notwithftanding it 
had loft near 2000 of its fighting Men in the 
Service of the preceding Year, granted a 
Bounty for encouraging the in lifting of 3500, 

with fuch a Sum as ihould be neceffary 
for defraying the Expence of Tranfports and 
Provifions for them : A Bounty was given by 
the Province of New York for enlifting 1600 ; 

by the Colony of ConneClicut for 1000; by 
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New Hampjh£re for 500; by Rhode Jj!ant! fat 
.3 00 ; by the Ne'lfJ jerjies for 500; by Mary
land for 300; by Virginia for 100; and 40Q 
Men were raifed in Penfilva7z£a ; amounting in 
the whole to 820Q, exclufive of the four In~ 
dependent Companies of New York, whofe 
Complement is 100 Men each. 

The Colony Troops were raifed with great 
Difpatch; and, though the Packets containing 
his Majell:y's Orders for the feveral GovernorS 
did not arrive at BrijlOll till the latter End of 
Ma)', yet the lvlaJlacbufets Forces with their 
Tranfports were got ready to proceed to Loui}
bourg by the Middle of July. 

The moll: commodious Route for the March 
of Troops with Artillery fromAlbailY to .lvI'mt
real being over the La~::: Iroquois, commonly 
called Lake (/.:,:/lil/,:;.'!, bv }\;rt St. Frederick 1 _ 

upon Poi7ltc /« C/.;('L'O(X, called by the EngHJb 
Crc'7.CIZ Point; the Reduction of that Fort was 
tl~ought very ntaterid; though it ibould not. 
prove any gre:1t Obflruuion to a large Body of 
Forces in p:.jTing by it, yet it was not advife
able to leave it on their Backs; efpecially as 
the Paffage acroL the La\e ought to be open 
for a Communication of Intelligence between 
the Colonies and Army, as alfo for the Tranf .. 
portation of Proviilons, Stores, and even Rein
forcement::;, which it might be neceffary to 
fend after it in Support of the Siege of Mont
rcal. 

Exc1ufive of this, there were two other very 
ihong Realons f01' fnaking this Attempt; 
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the Wefiern Frontiers of N-ew EnglaJid afid 
the Province of New York as far as the City of 
Albany, had experienced mofi mifchievous 
EffeCts from this Fort; it ferved the French 
as a Place of Rendezvous to fit out Parties 
frdrn, both of Canadeans and Indians to make 
Im:urfions and Depredations upon the adja
cent Territories of the Englijh, which they 
had greatly galled even during that War, 
burning and defiroying the whole Village of 
Sarahtoga, and Fort Maffachufets itfelf; and 
was likewife a Place of Safety for them, upon 
their Retreat from any of there Enterprizes : 
It was be fides abfolutely necefiary to employ 
as foon as pollible the India11S of the Six N a
tions, who were much depended upon fOf 
their Alliftance in this Attempt;' as the 
EngliJh had loll: their good Opinion and 
RefpeCt, together with their former Attach
ment to their Intereft in nothing more than 
fuffering the French to build this Fort, fo 
nothing could more retrieve their Influence 
over them, and all the Illdia11S dependent upon 
them, than the ReduCtion of it: The Acquifi
tion therefore of this Fort, in cafe even of the 
other Parts of the Expedition's being dropped 
or attended with Misfortune in the Profecu
tion of it, would i:1 a great meafure, of itfelf, 
reeompel!fe the Northern Colonies for their 
Expenee in it. 

As therefore the Seafon of the Year was 
advancing, the Armament from England not 
arrived at Louisbourg, and an Attempt for the 
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RedllCtion of this Fort before the Engl~ 
Fleet had entered the River St. Lawrence was 
not a material Variation from the general 
PIal: formed in England, and would redeem 
Time for carrying on the Siege of Montreal, 
the Governor of the Maffachufets Bay propofed 
to Admiral Warren, who was joined with him 
and General St. Clair to fettle the Plan _ of Ope
rations for the general Expedition, to employ 
in prefent a fufficient Part of the Colony 
Troops, as well thofe of New England as of 
the Southern Provinces, in an Attempt againft 
the Fort at Crown Point; which was accord
ingly agreed upon, and the neceffary Difpo
iitions concerted between them, and the Go-
vernor of New York, who then had the chief 
Command of the .southern Troops, and was 
hearty for the Enterprize. 

In AztguJl ] 7 +6 Mr. De Ram/ay entered 
Minas with a Body of 1700 Canadeans and In
dians with Deugn, as was then apprehended, 
to work upon the Acadia71s to take up Arms 
againfi the Ellglijh, and in cafe he could not 
effeCt it that Year, to winter there, and pre-_ 
pare them for it againft the ~nfuing Spring: 
But it afterwards appeared, that his principal 
View was to be ready to join in an Attack 
upon the Fort at Annapolis ROJa!, as foon as 
the Armament fitted out from Bre/l the 
fame Year under the Command of Duke 
D' Anville for the ReduCtion of Nova Scotia 
fbould arrive in the Bay of Funda; in expec
tation of wh,ich he proceeded to the Difiric.9: of 

An1lapolis 
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·Annapolis River, and encamped within one 
Mile and an half of the Fort. 

The MaJfochufets Governor, upon receiving 
Intelligence from Mr. IjJafcarene of Mr. Dt 
Ramfay's Motions, determined to fend 1500 

of the MajJachufets Troops to Annapolis Royal, 
to prevent the Execution of his Defigns, the 
Remainder of them being then deftined to 
make an Attempt againil: the French Fort at 
Crown Point, in Conjunction with thofe of 
New York and the Southern Governments; and 
ordered 6QO of them to be forthwith embark
ed j Admiral Warren, who was then at BoJlon, 
ordered at the fame time his Majefty's Ship 
Che/ler from thence to reinforce the Ships in 
Annapolis Harbour: The CheJler arrived in a 
few Days at Annapolis, and 400 of the New 
England Forces foon after. 

About the fame time Mr. ConJlans arrived 
before Chebu80 (now Halifax) with four c.a
pital Ships from Cape Francois under Orders 
to join Duke D'Anville j but after cruizing 
there fome Days without hearing any thing of 
his Squadron, and imagining that the Defiina
tion of it was altered, quitted the Coaft: No
tice of the Appearance of thefe Ships was foon 
brought to Bojlon by Fifhermen off thole 
Banks; but as they difappeared fo foon, the 
Alarm, they occafion'd, lafted not long. 

Some Days after the Departure of Mr. 
Conjlans, Duke D' Anville arrived in Chebuc70 
Harbour with a few Ships, after a tempefiuous 
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PaiTage, which had difperfed his Squadl'O~ ~t 
Sea; and not finding any of the reft there 
was fa much affeCted with that and other Dif ... 
afters of his Voyage, that he deftroyed himfelf 
in two or three Days, and was buried privately 
upon a fmall Hland in the Harbour: The Re
mainder of the French Ships except one or 
two, which were 10ft upon their Paffage, aJ;
rived by degrees at ChebuBo, a few Days after~ 
in a 1hattered Condition, with the Men in a 
very fickly State; the Number of thefe Ships 
was fa large, and their Force fa great, that 
they had the Appearance of a very formidablo 
Armament, and gave a general Alarm along the 
whole Coaft as far Weftward as New York: 
A Vifit being daily expeCted from them at 
Bolloll, the Governor, within three Days, drew 
8 or 10,000 of the Militia of the Province 
thither to oppofe the landing of Troops; and 
the Affembly, upon this Occafion, gave him an 
unlimited Power to ftrengthen the Works at 
CallIe IFilli"m, and do whatever he ihould 
think necefTary for the immediate Defence of 
~he Harbour; in confequen~e of which, Pre .. 
parations were made for blocking up the En
trance of the Channel there, and to give the 
Ships a proper ReceptiJ~l in their Approach. 
to the Town; and v,r:rhin a very few Weeks. 
fuch additional Works were mad.e to Cajlle, 
William, as have rendered it, for its Extent" 
~he moil: confiderable Fortrefs by Sea in his 
~aje(ly',sAlJ1eri{aJJ [)0Q:lini,oo.s. 

All 
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, An Englijh Admiral then lay in Lozdsbourg 
Harbour with feven of his Majefiy's Ships of 
the Line well appointed and firongly mann'd j 
and at the fame time the Arrival of Admiral 
Leftock with the Englifl; Squadron and Artna
ment from England, defiined to be employed 
up the River St. Lawrence in the Expedition of 
Canada, was daily expected on the Coafi: ; the 
MtljJachifets Governor therefore, to give the 
former of thefe Admirals the bell: Intelligence, 
that could be obtained of the Strength of the 
French Squadron, fent a fmall Schooner to re
connoitre it in ChebuClo Harbour, and carry 
him a difi:inct Account of it ; which was exe
cuted; and from the Condition, in which 

. it was found; it was thought by the beft Judges, 
that the Ships, which the E71g1ijh Admiral had 
with him at Louisb()urg were of fufficient Force 
to have attacked and defiroyed the Frmch 
Ships in ChebuClo; which he was much preffed 
to attempt by a Sea Commander of great Dif
tinction, then Governor of Cape Breton; and 
at the fame time the MaffachuJets Governor 
fent three fmall VefTels to cruize on fi:veral 
Parts of the Coafi, in order to fall in with Ad
miral Ld1ock's Squadron, which was frill ex
petted in America, to give him Information of 
the French Ships, and pilot him into Chebu80 ; 
whkh mufi have fecured the utter Defhuc
tion of the French Squadron. 

During the Confiernation, which the Ap. 
pearance of the Brej/ Squadron at firit occa-
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lion ed, Nova. Scotia, and the Garrifon of 
Annapolis Royal, with the Ships in the Har·. 
bour were in the general Opinion given up for 
loft; whereupon the Moffachufets Governor 
defifted from fending more Troops to Annapo
lis; but it afterwards appeared,. that the De
tachment of Troops fent laft from Bollon, and 
the Chtjler eventually proved the Prefervation 
of the Garrifon and Province; for foon after 
their Arrival at Annapolis, Mr. De RamJaJ 
who had then advanced within lefs than a 
Mile and half of the Garrifon, and encamped 
in open View of it: apprehending the Num
ber of Troops to be double what they were, 
and that another large Imbarkation of them, 
with a greater Sea Force was foon to follow, 
and defpairing of the Arrival of the Frencb 
Armament that Year, (the time by which it 
was expeCted upon the Coaft being long 
elapfed) fuddenly decamped, fent 1200 of his 
Troops back to Cllnado, and retired with the 
Remainder to Minas; from whence he com;.. 
municated the falfe Alarm, he had taken at 
.Annapolis Royal to Mr. La JOllquiere, who 
fucceeded Duke D'Anville in his Command at 
ChebttClo; which, as it afterwards appeared 
from the Examination of feveral intelligent 
Merchants and others, who ha.d been carried 
Prifoners into ChebuElo by French Cruizers, 
(whilfi: the Armament lay there)andwere con
verfant with the French Officers, prevented Mr. 
Jonquiere from fending fame light Frigates up 
the Bay of Funda with Troops) Ordnance 

Store~ 
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Stores and Artillery; as indeed it cannot be 
reafonably doubted that he would have done~ 
had not the Reinforcement been fent to An
napolis, and Mr. De Ral1!(ay had remained 
with his Party before the Garrifon; in which 
Cafe, he mufi have infallibly made himfelf 
Mafier of Nova Scotia. 

In the Beginning of November Mr. La J011-
quiere, after having fpent about eight Weeks 
in CbebuClo Harbour in recovering his Men 
from their fickly State, and repairing his 
Ships, fome of which he burnt in the Har
bour, partly for want of Men to navigate 
them without too much weakening his other 
Ships, and partly for want of the Means of 
repairing them, failed out of the Harbour, 
fleering his Courfe for the Bay of Funda; but 
upon his making Cape Sable, with an A p
pearance of a Defign to fend at leafi fome of 
his Ships up the Bay to look in at Annapolis, 
an exceffive hard Gale drove him off the 
Coafi, and difperfed his Ships: However, a 
few Days after, two of them returned, one 
of which, a 50 Gun Ship, went up the Bay, 
expecting (as was fuppofed) to find the reft 
there, as high as the Narrows, but being dif
covered from the Fort, and thereupon chaced 
by the Chejter, {he efcaped out of the Bay. 

Thus ended this Expedition of the moil: 
formidable Armament, that was ever fitted 
out againil: the Coafi of North America, and 
which, including the four capital Ships Mr. 
Conjlans brought from Cape Francois, was 
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computed to confifi of near half the Naval 
Force of France: To compleat their Series of 
Cataihophes, fome of them were loft, and 
others taken in their Return Home; and an .. 
other mifchi,evous EffeCt of their Expedition 
was, that Mr. La JOllquiere, by his Prefents of 
the Cloaths of the Seamen and Soldiers, who 
died on board his Ships of a contagious Di
fiemper, to the Cape Sable Indians in the 
j<'"'rmcD Interefi, communicated the InfeCtion, 
and defiroy'd near two-thirds of them. 

In the mean time Difpofitions went on for 
preparing the Attempt againfi Crown Point, in 
forwarding which at Albany, fupplying Necef
faries for the Southern Troops, and engaging 
the Indz"am of the Six Nations in it, the * Go
vernor of J.ltw York had many Difficulties to 
fhuggle with, which he furmounted; and 
Preparations had proceeded fo far, that Battoes 
were provided for the Tranfportation of the 
1\1en, Artillery, and Stores acrofs Lake Cham
plain; Ordnance Stores and Provifions were 
fent [n'111 Bqjlo71, and a Train of Artillery from 
N{flC) YGrk to the Fort at Saratoga; and by 
the .Middle of Of/obcr 1500 of the Maffachuftts 
Troops were upon their March from Albany 
to join thofe of the Southern Governments. 

·Howe'.'cr, the general Alarm which had 
be::'n occafiollcd by the A ppcarance of the 
Prwch Armament upon the Coaft of Nova 
SCGtia had fufpended the Profecution of the 

Gc)\'crnor Clintlin. 
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intended Attempt till the Seafon of the Year 
was fo far advanced, that one or more of the 
Colonies concerned in it judged it too late to 
proceed, and refufed to join with the Province 
of the MaJ!achufets Bay; and a Difunion of 
Councils in this Point finally prevented its be
ing carried into Execution. 

Mr. De Ramfay frill remained in 17>IL'o Scotia, 
with about 500 Canadians and Ldians, Part in 
ChicgneClo and Part at Minas; the Inhabitants 
of the former of thefe DifrriCts were openly 
devoted to the French Intereft, thore of JI,Jh?{!s 
and Annapolis River at that time wavering; 
his Scheme was to winter in the Province, 
and gain over the whole Body of Acadians to 
take up Arms, and join with him in an At
tempt upon the Fort at Anno polis Royal early 
in the Spring: To compafs this he fummon'd 
the Deputies of all the DifrriCts to attend 
him; told them he had Intelligence that the 
Governor of the Ma./fochlifets Bay was fending 
a large Body of Troops from New England to 
force them off their Poffeffions, and exhorted 
them to join him, and frand upon their De
fence; and he had proceeded fo far with them 
as to induce them to promife to make Report 
of what he had propofed to them, to their r~ .. 
fpeCtive Principals, and let him know theIr 
Refolutions by a limited time. 

There appeared Danger in this Scheme; 
had Mr. De RamJay been fuffer'd to go on un
molefted .in his Practices upon the Inhabitants 
during ~he whole Winter, what Effects he 

might 
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might have wrought on fome of them by his 
Perfuafions, upon others by Menaces, was un
certain; but if he had fucceeded, it muft have 
hazarded the Lofs of the whole Province by 
the enfuing Spring: To counteraCt therefore 
Mr. De Ramfay and fruftrate his Defigns, the 
Malfachufets Governor determined, though the 
Winter was then far advanced, to attempt 
driving him out of Minas, as foon as a frelli 
Recruit of Troops could be fent to Annapolis 
Roya/. 

In the mean time, to prevent him from 
making any Progrefs in gaining over the Inha
bitants, he immediately tranfmitted from Bof
ton to Governor Mafcarene a Number of 
printed Copies of a Declaration tranflated in
to French, and figned by himfelf, to be dif
perfed throughout the DiftriCts of Minas and 
Annapolis River; wherein he affured the De
puties and Inhabitants, " that fuch of them 
" as lhould remain firm in their Allegiance to 
" his Majdl:y lhould be proteCted in the Po[
U feilion of their Lands and juil Rights, ac
"cording to the Treaty of Utrecht; letting 
" them know at the fame time, that he lhould 
(C very foon fend a fllfficient Force to Minas to 
" remove Mr. De Ramfo.r and his Party from 
cc thence, and proteCt them from the Infults 
cc of the French and their lndia71S; and in part i
cc clllar affuring them, that the King's Soldiers 
"1hould not live upon free ~arter, nor be 
,e fuffered to commit ACts of Violence or Ma
U foding among them, but that they 1hould 

" be 
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IC be fully fatisfied for all the Provifions and 
C( other NecefTaries, which they fuould fup
"ply the Troops with during their being 
" quarter'd among them." 
. Thefe Declarations arrived very feafonlbly 
at Annapolis; Mr. 1.1aJcarene found means to 
difperfe them among the Deputies and Inha
bitants before the Day, by which they were 
required to give Mr. De RamJay their Anfwer, 
and they had the Effect to make them una
nimous in declaring to the French Commander 
their Refolution to truil: to the Airurances 
given: them by the Governor of the Ma.f!achufets 
Bay, of being protected in the Enjoyment of 
their Efiates by the King of Great Britain, 
and abfolutely refufing to take up Arms and 
join with the Canadians: And they immedi
ately fignified the fame to Mr. Majcarene, with 
their feveral AddrefTes to Mr. Shirley, thank
ing him for the Protection he had promifed 
them, and declaring their Refolutions to be 
loyal SubjeCts to the King. 

In the latter End of November and Begin
jng of December, the Troops defiined for Mi
nas embark'd at Boflon for Annapolis Royal; 
one of the Tranfports with the greate!l: Part 
of the Soldiers on board was loft in its Pa£fage 
upon the Rocks near Monts D~fcrts, the Re ... 
mainder arrived fafe; and in a few Days, be
ing ftrengthened with a Party from the Gar
rifon, embark'd for Minas, and entered 
Gra1J.d Pd, the chief Town in that DifiriCt~ 
about the latter End of December. 

The 
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The French Commander upon having In ... 

tell~gence of their Arrival at Annapolis, and 
their Embarkation for Minas, had quitted tho 
DiihiCt and retired with his Party to Schieg
neck, the extreme Part of the Peninfula : The 
Seafon being extremely fevere hindered the 
New England Men from immediately follow
ing him thither, as the commanding Officer 
had Orders to do ; fo that they determined to 
wai t till the Rigour of it was abated. 

On the !ail: Day of January the French 
Commander having gained Intelligence of 
their being difiributed in Q!larters at a great 
Difiance from each other, and being fecretly 
encouraged with the Promife of Affiil:ance 
from fome of the Inhabitants, made a March, 
'\vhich was thought impraCticable in that Sea
fan of the Year, through the Woods with a 
Party of Callodians and lndians; and taking 
the Advantage of a violent Snow Storm, which 
had baed 36 Hours, entered the Town im .... 
medi:ltelyafter, at Midnight, and furrounded 
mon: of them in their ~rters; the greateft 
Part or whom were killed, wounded or taken 
Prifoners: In the mean time, thofe Parties 
which were not fur rounded, marched out and 
fiJrced their Way through the Enemy to the 
Guard-Houfe, being a large defenfible Stone 
Building, iituated in the middle of the Town; 
l1..11d rume others, which had been furrounded, 
belt off the Party which attacked them and 
rccJ'Icred it: The next Morning two Com
p:1l1ics marched out of the Guard-Hgufe to 

make 
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tbake an Attempt upon the :enemy's head 
~rters, . but having been furprized without 
their Snow Shoes, and finding in the March, 
that the Snow W:l~ too much drifted for them 
to reach the Enemy, after having made two 
Difcharges of Mufquetry upon them, they 
were obliged. to deflil: from their Attempt: 
The Day following Mr. La Corne, who then 
commanded the French and l1ldians, propofed 
a Parley, which "N1~ agreed to; and after
wards that each 1110uld bury their Dead; 
Terms of Capitulation were then offered to 
the New England Men; the Subfiance of 
which was, that upon furrendering the Fort, 
they ihould have leave to march out with 
Drums beating and Colours Bying, and other 
ufual Honours of "Var; a fufficient ~antity 
of Ammunition and FroviGons allowed to ferve 
them in their March back tb Annapolis; and 
Neceifaries for carrying off their Sick and 
Wounded; the Ne'w Eng/and Troops to quit 
Minas, and not to take up Arms in any Part of 
Nova Scotia during the Term of one Year. 

Upon this a Council of \Var was held, and 
the Garrifon fubmitted to the Terms pro
pofed. 

The killed, wounded and Prifoners taken in 
this Action by the Frmch amounted to about 
160, and the Number of CanatiiallS and Indi
ans killed and wounded by the l'll}w Eng/and 
Men was computed at between So and 60. 

N The 
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The New England Men being thus obliged 
to retire, Mr. La Corne quitted Minas in a few 
Days, leaving the Command of a {mall Party 
there with an inferior Officer. 

Upon gaining this Advantage Mr. De Ramfay 
fent Declarati()ns to the French Inhabitants in 
the Name of the Governor of Canada, which 
were publickly pofted up, requiring them to 
take up Arms, whenever they £bould be call'd 
upon by him, againft the EngliJh, on pain of 
Death, having their Houfes burnt, and their 
Eftates confifcated; and with thefe he pub
lilh'd the Bilhop of ~ebec's Declaration, pro
nouncin'~ them abfolv'd from their formerOaths 
of Fidelity to the King of Great Britain: On 
the other hand the Governor of tbe A1affachuJets 
Bay, to cut off all Pretenfions of a Right of 
Conqueft to the DiftriCl: of Ai/nos, which 
might be grounded on the Capitulation at 
Grand Pre, recommended it to Lieute
nant Governor MaJcarene to fend there what 
Troops he could {pare out of the Gar
rifon, who were not refirained by the late 
Capitulation from bearing Arms, to repoife(~ 
themidves of the DiftriCl: of Minas, and 
bring as man y of the French Deputies as they, 
could to Annapolis Royal to renew their Oaths 
of Fidelity to his Majefty. 

Accordingly, foon after, Mr. MaJcarene Cent 
out a Party of Rangers with orders to land at 
Grand Pre; purfuant to which the command
ing Officer landed there and furprized forne 

of 
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of the Inhabitants, who informed him that 
the Canadz'am apprehending that another De
(cent might be made upon them from AnnapoHs 
by a frelh Party of Troops, and not thinking 
themfelves fafe at Minas, had abandon'd it 
and marched back to Schz'egnetlD; which the 
Officer upon entering the Body of the Town 
found true; and after taking Poifeffion of the 
Diftritt by erecting the EngNjh Standard upon 
the Guard-Houfe, &c. and [eizing [uch of the 
Deputies and Inhabitants, as he thought moil: 
proper to carry to Annapolis Royal, returned 
thither. 

Soon after this, Mr. De Ramfay evacuated 
the Province of all his Troops, and returned 
with them to Canada; and the Province, be
ing thus cleared of the Canadz'am, remained 
quiet from any Attempts of the French, dur
ing the Remainder of the War. 

In September 1747, the Governor of the 
Ma./Jachujets Bay received his Majefty's Orders, 
.fignifying his royal Approbation of the Pre
parations, he had made for the intended Expe
dition againfl: Canada, and direCting him in 
Conjunction with Admiral Knowles, then Go
vernor of Cape Breton, to difuand the Ameri
can Troops rais'd for that Service, retaining 
[uch a l'~umber of them as they ihould judge 
neceifary tor the ProteCtion of Nova Scotz'a ; 
to colleCt and liqllidate the Accounts of the 
Expence incurred by the feveral Governments 
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on account of the Expedition, and tran{mit 
them to be laid before his Majefiy, 

Purfuant to the former Part of thefe Order$ 
Mr Knowles and he retained 6 Companies of 
70 Men each for the Defence of No'vtl Scotia, 
and it appearing neceffary for the ProteCtion of 
the Province that fome Ship of War iliould 
be fiationed at Annapolis Royal, the Governor 
of the 1I1a.flachufets 'Bay fent the Maffachufets 
Frigate, the Province Guard-Ship of 20 Car ... 
riage Guns upon that Service. 

Upon this Occafion Mr. ft,lajcarene, whofe 
:lingular Prudence and V igilance omitted no 
Opportunity of reminding the Acadians of 
their Duty, and exhorting them to confult their 
own Intereft by their Fidelity to the King's 
Government, wrote the folluwing Letter to the 
Deputies of the three DifiriCts. 

(( Meffieurs, 

" Though I am much prelfed and embar
" raired with Bufinefs, I will not however let 
~c this Opportunity flip with0ut writing to you, 
~, left fome ill intention'd Perfons iliould have 
f' have room to fpread falfe Keports among 
"you, which might occafioll you fome 
" Trouble 

" Mr. Shirley has received from Court ex .. 
~c prefs Orders to watch over the Safety of this 
~c Province, and to employ all the Means and 
H all the Fon::es that his Excellency ilial! judge 

" nece1TarYa 
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cc neceifary,but always with the Difpc,:: tlr"'1S 

" conformable to the Affurances the It," -d

" tants have received, that w hilft they fr.ll 
" Behave themfdves as good SubjeCts to :,is 
" Britannic k M ajefty (a~ they are bound tc it 
" by their Oath) they thall be treated" t, his 
" Majefty's own natural SubjeCts; in con
" fequence of thefe Orders there is arrived 
" here a 20 Gun Ship, and we expeCt another 
C{ foon with Tranfports and Troops betides 
" thofe already arrived; this is what I thGU;e:;;lt, 
rc I ought to let you know, and to join my 
.c Exhortations that you may behave in [:1'h 
.' a manner as is convenient for your reJl'ing 
" the Benefit of the good Difpotiti01;c, j~is 
" Majefiy has towards you, to which y'); ~)i;ia 
" always find me ready to contribute .IS ITlUf'.n 

cc as is in my power, and you will ?,/:: ;r e 
u Occafion by your good deportment to do." 

(C I am, &c." 

The lvlajJachujets Governor l-J~.d lud the 
Care of the Government of Nova Scotia in a 
great meafure committed D hlln during the 
War; and hjs MaJ'eftv h~.ving a~D.oved of his 

. 1 I 

Proceedings for prderving the Acadians in 
their Allegiance, and pre\'enting them from 
revolting to the Frmcb, W;5 plea fed to ratify 
all the Promifes and DCLI<:.rations Mr. Shirley 
had made them, and. autiJOrize him to iifue a 
Declaration in his Name to them, to alfure them 

of 
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of his Performance of what he 'had promi[ed 
them, and to add fuch other Matters therein as 
Mr. Shirlq {houId think mofl: conducive to 
his Majefiy's Service in that PrO\rince. 

In the fame Year the MajJachufets Governor 
received his Maje!l:y's Orders to form a Plan 
of Civil Government lor the Province of No
eva Scotia, and to draw up [uch a Scheme for 
forti(ying it, as he judg'd was requifite for 
putting it into a State of ~ecurity ; and to tranf
mit them to the Secretary of State's Office to 
be laid before his Majefty. 

The Inhabitants of Schiegnef10 had ever fince 
the Treaty of Utrecht di!l:inguilhed themie1ves 
above thofe of the other two DifiriCts of No
va $cotia, by a refraCtory Behaviour towards 
his Maje!l:y's Government; in which they 
were encouraged by their remote Difiance 
from Annapolis Royal, and conftant Intercour[e 
with the French of Canada, and were now be
come jufiIy fufpected and dangerous to the 
Safety of it. 

The -p.,faJfachufets Governor therefore, in his 
Plan for fortifying the Province propofed that 
this Difirict, which lay mofi: expo[ed to the 
fudden Attacks of the French, and the furtheft 
from being fuccour'd in cafe of an Affault, 
fhould be fecured as foon as might be, by a 
firong Fortrefs upon the Ifthmus, capable of 
holding a large Garrj[on, to be built upon the 
Spot, where the French afterwards built Beau 
Sjour; and the whole Hl:hmus between the 

Bafin 
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Bafin of Schiegne80 and Bay Perte fecured 
with a Line of Block.Roufes placed at conve
nient Diftances; and that the Inhabitants of 
the Diftrict ihould be removed either to fome 
Parts of the Province more under the Jnfpec
tion and Check of his Majefiy's Governor at 
Annapolis Royal; or into fome other of his Ma
jefty's Colonies, where they ihould have equi
valent Lands given them; and that Proteftant 
Settlers, whofe Fidelity and Attachment to his 
Majefty's Government might be depended on, 
1hould be tranfplanted to SchiegneClo in their 
Room; which was not difapprov'd of. 

It will be difficult to ftrike the Line between 
the Ratification of the Treaty of Aix la (ha
pel/e, in which it was fiipulated, that the con
troverted Limits of this Province ihouJd be de
termined by CommitTaries appointed on the 
Part of Great Britain and France, and the 
French's feizing feveral Parts of the Country 
which were in difpute. 

No Cooner was the Treaty concluded, than 
they fent a Party into St. Jehu'S r. j\'er to take 
Poifeffion of it; and their Incroacbments grew 
fo faft in every Part of the Peninfula, tLlt after 
the narrow Efcapes and fignal Ddivera;1ces, it 
had during the War, if Providence had not 
again interpofed in its Favour, by raifing up a 
'* Britijh Minifier for the immediate Settlement 
and Protection of it; to whofe pecnliar Ta
lents, Vigilance and Spirit for effeB:iog the 
great Service, the Nation owes its prefent 

• The Earl of Halifax. 
Poffeffion 
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Pofreffion of Nova Scotia, the whole Province 
would have been (wallowed up and loft in 
French Incroachments, even during the lhort 
Interval of the late Peace. 

If any thing, after obferving there Incroach .. 
ments, which followed [0 clofe upon the Treaty, 
can be wanting, to fhew that France, at the 
Time of making the Peace, had determined 
to take the firft favourable Opportunity of vio
lently feizing upon the Province; and was 
preparing every Meafure, which could pave 
the Way for it; the Behaviour of the Gover
nor of Canada, and Bilhop of ff<.yebec at this 
JunCture muft put it out of quefiion. 

As their Proceedings will be beft difc10fed 
by the Infertion of the Governor of the Maffa
chulets Bay's Letter 2 upon that occafion to the 
'* Governor of Canada, Copies of which got 
abroad at the time of its being fent, I fhall 
here infert it. 

Sir, Boflon, May 9, 1749· 

" Two Days ago I received from Mr. Mar 
" carene a Copy of your Letter to him, dated 
" at ~ebec the 15th of January; wherein 
" (among other Demands) you call upon him 
" to acquaint you, whether he intends to com
e( prehend the Abenaqui Indians in the Peace, 
" without requiring any kind of SubmiffIon 

",. Marquis la Gallillioniere. 

" fiom 
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Ie {rom them; and defire that in fuch cafe he 
" would engage me to let them refettle in 
" their Village t and their Miffionaries remain 
cc there with them unmolefied, as they did be
" fore the War; obferving to him that thofe 
" Indians entered into the War, only as your 
" A llies, and therefore w hen the War was 
" finiilied with you, it ought to be fo with 
" regard to them; and you proceed to fay, Sir, 
" that if they thought otherwife in New Eng
« land, you !hall be obliged to afiifl: thofe In ... 
(C dians, intimating that i~ is of lmportance to 
" the Safety and Tranquillity of the Frontiers 
" of the Majjac bufets Bay, that you iliould 
cc have a fpeedy and pofitive Anfwer, and that 
" you thall not be furprized, if the Indians 
" ihould proceed to Acts of Violence. 

CC To this, Sir, which is the fourth Demand 
" in your Letter, Mr. Majcerene having re
ee ferred you to me upon it, I thall comply 
" with your Requefl: in giving as [peedy and 
" pofitive an An[wer as may be. 

" The River of St. John'S, upon which that 
ee Part of the Indians, to which you chiefly 
"refer ill feated has been ever deemed ,,, , 
" to be fituated within the Heart of l"/o
cc va Scotia, and confequently that TriL ~ of 
" Indians, together with the Frenc~ !nha.
Ie bitants upon the [arne River, are ~lthJn ~IS 
" Majefiy's Territories; and accordwgly, SII', 

o " the 



[ 98 ] 
cc the latter have acknowledged themCelves 
cc ever fince the Treaty of Utrecht, to be the 
" Subjects of the Crown of Great Britain by 
" taking the Oaths of Fidelity and Allegiance 
cc to it; and have had the Protection of his 
" Majefiy's Government in common with his 
" other Su bjects in that Province: this being 
" the cafe, thefe Indians when the Advice of 
" a Rupture between his Majefiy and the King 
" your Mafier was hourly expected, under the 
" Pre~ext of fending a Deputation to Mr. 1.1al
cc carene, to defire they might remain in Peat:e 
" and Amity with the Englijh, notwithfiand
" ing War Jhould happen between the t'NO 

" Crowns) gained Admiffion into Annapolis 
" Royal for [orne of their Tribe, who were in 
cc reality (as it afterwards proved) Spies; and 
" having obtained Mr. 1.1ajcarene's Agreement 
" to what they pretended to propofe in behalf 
" of their Tribe, and being honourably treat
ec ed and difmii1ed by him, returned in three 
" Weeks after, among others of their Tribe 
(( with the lVliffionary De Loutre at their Head, 
" furprized and killed as many of the Engli/h 
1:( at Allnapolis Royal, as they caught without 
" the Fort, defiroyed their Cattle, burnt their 
~c Houfes, and continued Acts of Hofiility 
" againfi the Garrifon, till the arrival of the 
" fidr Party of Succours which I fent it from 
" New England; fuch was the Entrance of 
" thefe Indiam, Sir) into the War with us, 
" and their Alliance with you. 

" For 
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cc For this perfidious Behaviour I caufed 

cc War to be declared in his Majefl:y's Name 
" againfi them at Bqfton in November 1744, 
" and, fa far as it depends upon me, they 
cc !hall not be admitted to Terms of Peace 
" till they have made a proper Submif
" fion for their Treachery, unlefs they fi10uld 
" be already comprehended in the Definitive 
(( Treaty of Peace and FriendG1ip lately con
ce eluded at Aix la Chajlelle, which I {hall on 
ce my part firictly obferve in every Point. 

" As to what you have thought fit to de
" clare, Sir, in your Letter concerning your 
cc Intentions to fupport the Indianr in Acts of 
" Hofiility againfi us, unlefs we give them 
" Peace upon the Terms there pre(cribed by 
" you, and the Danger which the Frontiers of 
(, the MaiJachlifets Bay in particular may be 
" in, unlefs you have a fpeedy and poiitive 
" Anfwer upon this head; what I have to fay 
" in anC wer is, that I !hall be forry for a new 
cc Rupture between us, and am very deGrous to 
" have perfea Tranquillity refiored to the 
" Province under my Government; but if the 
" latter is not to be the Cafe, and you think 
cc fit to make yourfelf a Party in an Indian 
" War againfi us; I doubt not but his Majefi:y's 
" Subjects upon this Continent will be able to 
" make juft Reprifals upon Canada, when it 
cc !hall be his Majefiy's Pleafu(e to have them 
" do it. 

o 2 " I can't 
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Cc I can't avoid expreffing great Surprize at 
(C the other Parts of your Letter, whereby you 
(C take upon you to call Mr. Majcarene to ac
C( count for expelling the Miffionary from Mi
" nas, for being guilty of fuch treafonable 
" Practices within his Majefiy's Government, 
" as merited a much feverer Punilhment than 
" that of Expulfion from the Province. 

CC The Right, you claim of fending Miffio
" naries £i·om Pi-ance to refide among his Ma
" jefl:y's Subjects of Nova Seotia as their Priefl:s, 
" and, in confequence of that your forbidding 
" his Majefl:y's Governor to make any Alte
" ration in the State of Religion and its Mini
" fl:ers there is fl:ill more extraordinary ; and I 
" m~dl: not omit upon this Occafion to remark 
" to you, that I think the Letter which the 
" Billiop of Q:;ebec lately wrote to Mr. MaJca
cc rClle concerning his in tended V ifitation of 
" his l\~aiefl:v's Subjects in that Government, 
" in fucli t~rms, as ihew'd, he looks upon 
" them as part of his Cure of Souls, and 
" within his JurifdiCtion, was likewife an 
" extraordinary Attempt, and can't be admited. 

cc Your interfering in his Majelly's Punilh
" ment of his Subjects in NonJa Scotia infliCt
" ed for rebellious and trea{onable Practices 
" againfl: his Crown, and his requiring others 
" of them to renew their Oaths of Fidelity; 
CI and in one Word, your treating the Su bjects 

" O.t 
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rc of the Crown of Great Britain in that Pro'; 
" vince, as if you look'd upon them as Subjects 
" of his moft Chriftian Majefty,and being under 
" his Allegiance, is, if pollible, ftill more fur
ce prizing; and as thefe Attempts are manifeft 
" Invafions of the undoubted Right, which 
" every Prince has over his Subjects, I can't 
" but look upon them as Infults upon his 
" Majefty's Government, which require no 
" further Anfwer. 

" After thefe Attempts, Sir, upon his Ma
" jefiy's Right of Government over his Sub
" jeCts in Nova Scotia, I am lefs furprized at 
" your Encroachments upon the Limits of his 
cc Province, which you are pleafed to call in 
" your Letter Dependencies of the Govern
" ment of Callada. 

" As to your Demand for the Releafe of the 
" two Indians carry'd off by Captain Gorham, 
" I can't allow, Sir, that you have a Right to 
" interpofe in that Affair, and Mr. Gorham 
" has fatisfy'd me that he committed no Breach 
" of publick Faith in doing it. 

" I can't conclude without making ufe of 
H this Opportunity to acquaint you, that we 
" look on Fort St. Fred~rick at Crown Point, 
" as an Encroachment on his Majefiy's Terri
" tories; and in cafe you proceed to fettle the 
H Country round it, I fhall eileem thofe Set-

" tlements 
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ct dements fo too, unlefs that TraCt: has been 
" ceded to you by the late definitive Treaty at 
~' Aix la Chapel/e. 

cc I am forry, Sir, that the firft Fruits of 
cc the Peace on your Part have fa unpromifing 
" an AfpeCt; and beg you will be perfuaded 
" that nothing fhall be wanting in me to pre
" {erve the good underftanding, which ought 
" to fubfift between us in time of Peace, hav
" ing the Honour to be with the moft perfect 
~~ Regard, 

." Sir, 

" Your mo/l humble, and 

(( Mofl obedient Servant.·~ 

FIN I S. 




