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DEDICATION.

- To Miss M*#*# J**i***&i;
SWEET BABE,

LIFE with you, at
prefent, is only like the early
dawnof a beautiful and promifing
day.. When reafon begins to
open, and illumine your infant
mind, this little book, which 1s
defigned to aid the inftruétion of
your tender years, will be pre-
fented to you. Should it contri-
bute to improve or amufe you, it
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every amufement; and at the fame
time, they were careful not to neglect -
any opportunity of improving their in-
fant minds. Thefe good parents taught
them by example, as well as precept, to
be affe@tionate to each other; and {o
conftantly did they pra&ife this ufeful
Jeflon, that one could not enjoy a plea-
fure of which the other did not partake.
Their houfe was fpacious and elegant.
It was inclofed with a high brick wall,
which concealed it from the curious eye
of the traveller. = A beautiful lawn was
in front, and a large gardem extended
to one fide. * Mr. and Mrs. Storewell
took charge themfelves of their dear
children’s education. They mutually
inftruéted them in thofe duties it was
their anxious wifh that they fhould
prattife all their lives. Mr. Storewell
taught them Englifh, French, and geo-
graphy; and Mrs. Storewell infiruéted
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them in mufic and drawing. She like-
wile taught Augufta and Matilda to
work.

~ The account of one week will fuffice
to thew how happily this family lived.
During the fummer months, they all
affembled in the green-houfe on the
lawn at feven' in the morning. On
Monday morning they met as ufual.
After embracing each other, their firft
employment was to join in rendering
thanks to Almighty God for the blefl-
ings of the night paft, and to implore
a continuwance of his mercies through
the day. This duty fulfilled, Mr. and
Mrs. Storewell walked about the
grounds, and converfzd with their
children unt:l breakfaft-time. They
proved to them the neceffity of being
obedient and grateful ; the wickednels
and difgrace of telling an untruth ; ard
how amiable it was to be gentle and

B 2
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diligent. The breakfaft-bell now rang,
and they returned to the green-houfe.
Alfred was very fond of reading, and
had made as much improvement as was
poflible at his age. He had a very
good memory, and his father, pleafed
with the inclination he perceived his
fon had for fiudy, generally brought
{fomething for him to learn during
breakfaft-time. Alfred reminded his
father of this kind attention, when Mr.
Storewell took out of his pocket the
following lines, which he defired Al-
fred to read aloud.

'A THOUGHT ON‘WAKING,

Lo! in yonder eaftern fkies,

Sol appears, and bids me rife

Tells me life is on the wing:

Life has no returning {pring.

Death comes on with fteady pace ;
Life’s the only day of grace.
Shining preacher' happy morning !
Let me take th’ important warning.
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Roufe then all my active pow’rs
Well improve the coming hours.
Let no trifles kill the day ;
Trifles oft our hearts betray.
Virtue, {cience, knowledge, truth,
Guide th’inquiries of my youth.
Wifdom and experience fage,
"Then fhall footh the cares of age ;
Thefe with time fhall never die:
"Thefe will lead to joys on high;
Thefe the path of life difplay,
Shining with celeftial day.
Blifsful path, with fafety trod,
And it leads the foul to God.

Alfred thanked his father for thefe
pretty lines, and he could repeat them
perfetily before the breakfaft-table was
cleared.

While Mrs. Storewell was making
the tea, Matilda enquired, What tea
was; and from whence it came? Mr.
Storewell told her, that it was the dried
leaves of a plant, which were brought
from the Eaft-Indies; and Matilda,

B 2

5
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added he, I will make you better ac-
uainted w1th this ufeful commodxty,
which is chiefly cultivated in China,
and in the iflands of Japan. It is an
evergreen, and grows to the height of
five or fix feet. The leaves, which-are
the only valuable part of it, are about
an inch and a half long. Narrow, in-
_ dented, and' tapering to a point, like
thofe of the {weet briar, and of a dark
green colour. The root is like that of
the peach-tree, and its flowers refem-
ble thole of the white wild rofe., The
ftem fpreads into many irregular
branches. ‘The wood is hard, and of
a whitifth green colour; the bark is of
a greenifh colour, with a bitter, nau-
feous tafte. The fruit is {mall, and
contains {everal round blackifh feeds,
-about the fize of a bean or large pea.
This plant delights in vallies, 1s fre-

o}
quent on the floping fides of mountains,
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and the banks of rivers, where it en-
joys a fouthern expofure. It flourithes
in the northern latitudes of Pekin, as
well as round Canton, but attains the
greateft perfettion in the mild, temper- -
ate regions of Nankin. In Japan, it is
planted round the borders of fields,
without regard to the foil; but as it is
an important article of commerce with
the Chmefc, whole fields are covered
with 1t; 1t is by them cultuvated with
much care. The tea which grows in
rocky ground is fuperior to that which
grows in a light foil; and the worft
kind is that which is produced in a
clayey foil. Itis propagated by feeds ;
from fix to twelve are put into a hole,
about five inches deep, at certain dif-
tances from each other. The reafon
why fo many feeds are fown in the
fame hole, is faid to be, that only a
fifth part vegetate. DBeing thus {own,
B 4
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they grow without any other care.—
Some, however, manure the land, and
remove the weeds ; for the Chinefe are
very fond of good tea. The leaves are
not fit for being plucked till the thrub
be of three year’s growth.

In feven years it rifes to a man’s
height; but as it then bears but few
leaves, it is cut down to the ftem, and
this produces a new crop of frefh
fhoots the following fummer, every one
of which bears neayly as many leaves
as a whole fhrub. Sometimes the plants
are not cut down till they are ten years
old. '

There are three feafons in which the
leaves are colleéted in the ifles of Ja-
pan. The firlt gathering commences
at the end of February or beginning of
March. The leaves are then fmall and
tender, and not above' three or four
days old. It is called Imperial Tea,

2
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being generally referved for the court,
and people of rank. Itis fold in China
for twenty-pence or two thillings per
pound. The labourers employed in
colleéting it, do not pull the leaves by
handfulls, but pick them one by one,
and take every precaution that they
may not break them. However te-
dious this labour appears, they gather
from four to ten or fifteen pounds
day.

The fecond crop is gathered about
the end of March, or beginning of
Apnl Tea gathered at this {eafon is
called Chinefe Tea, becaufe the people
of Japan infufe it, and drink it after
the Chinefe manner.

The third crop is gathered in the
end of May, or in the month of June.
This kind 1s the coarfeft of all, and is
referved for the common people. The
fineft and molt celebrated tea of Japan,
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is that which grows near Ud-fi, a finall
village,- fituated clofe to the {ea, and
not far diftant from Meaco., In the
diftriét of this village is a delightful
mountain, having the fame name, the
climate of it is faid to be extremely
faveourable to the culture of tea; it is
therefore inclofed by a hedge, and fur-
rounded with wide ditches, which pre~
vent all accefs toit. . The tea~thrubs,
that grow on this mountain, are planted
in regular order, and are divided b
different avénues and alleys.  The
care of this place is intrufted to people
who are ordered to guard the leaves
from duft, and to defend them from
the inclemency of the weather. The
labourers gather them with the moft
fcrupulous; nicety, and never touch
them but with very fine gloves. When
this choice tea has undergone the pro-
cels neceflary, itis efcorted by the fu-
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perintendant of the mountain, and a
firong guard to the emperor’s court,
and referved for the ufe of the impe-
rial family. i

As the tea-fhrub often grows on the
rugged banks of flteep mountains,

which are difficult and dangerous of
* accefs, the Chinefe, in order to come
at the leaves, make ufe of a fingular
firatagem. Thefe fteep places are ge-
nerally frequented by a great number
of monkies, which being provoked,
to ‘revenge themfelves, tear off the
branches, and fhower them down upon
thofe who have infulted them. ‘

When the tea-leaves have been col-
leGed, they are expofed to the fteam
of boiling water, after which they are
put upon plates of copper, and held
over the fire till they are dry and fhri-
velled.

There are public buildings in Japan
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for the purpofe of preparing the frefh-
gathered tea, which contain a great
number of {mall ftoves, raifed about
- three feet high, each of which has a
broad plate of iron fixed over its
mouth.  The workmen are {feated
round a large table covered with mats,
and are employed in rolling the tea-
leaves, which are f{pread out upon
them. When the iron plates are
heated, they cover them with a few
pounds of frefh leaves. The work-
‘man then ftirs them with his naked
hands as quickly as poflible, until they
become fo warm, that he cannot eafily
endure the heat. He then takes off
the leaves with a kind of fhovel, and
lays them upon mats. The people who
are employed in mixing them, take a
{fmall quantity at a time, roll them in
their hands always in the fame di-
retlion, while others keep continually
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ftirring them, in order that they may
cool fooner, and preferve their fhrivel-
led figure longer. This procefs is re-
peated two or three times, and even
oftener, before the tea is depofited in
the warehoufes.  Thefe precautions
are neceflary to extraét all moifture
from the leaves.

The people of Japanand China keep
their tea a year before ufing it, be-
~ caufe when frefn, it pofleffes a ftupify-
ing quality which hurts the brain. The
Chinefe pour boiling water over their
tea, and leave it to infufe as we do in
Europe, but they drink it without milk
and fugar. The people of Japan re-
duce theirs to a fine powder, which
they dilute with warm water, until 1t
has acquired the confiftence of thin
foup. Their manner of ferving tea Is
as follows: They place before the com-
pany the tea equipage, and the box in
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which this powder is contained; they
fill the cups with warm water, and tak-
ing from the box as much powder as
the point of a knife can contain, throw |
1t into each of the cups, and ftir it 'un-
til the liquor begins to ferment; it is
then prefented to the company, who
fip while it is warm. :

Mr. Storewell then fthewed the chil-
dren, in the map of Afia, the fituation
of China and the Japan Ifles, and all
the places he had mentioned. Mrs.
Storewell gave Matilda a fhirt to make
. for her brother Henry. = Augufta was
called to fay her letters, while Henry
read to his father the following alpha-
oet in rhyme.

A

Ser W a it R R LY 1 g
"The boy that will not mind his book.

B.
Brifk asa Bee *mong learning’s flow’rs,
¥mploy thy youthful fhining hours.
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y c.
-Soon as the Cock falutes the dawn,
Arife thou with the early morn.

.
Like the fweet Dove, with peaceful mind,
"To all around be ever kind,

jip
Let thy foul mount on Eagle’s wings,
In homage to the King of Kings.

{ o8
The fruit of learning thou wilt fhare,
If, like a Fig-Tree, rear’d with care,

G.
Sweeter than {weeteft Grapes you’ll find,
That wifdom which adorns the mind.

i
Who know the gen’rous Horle to train,
Break him while young to bear the rein.

{
Innocence will €’er rejoice,
Hear thethappy Infant’s voice.

e
Let not vain babbling be thy pride.
All men the chatt’ring Jay deride.
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Honour the King— E’en birds will bear
Treafon, tho’ whifper’d thro’ the air.

L.
To God let thy firft thoughts be giv’n,
Rife with the early Lark to Heav'n.

M.
The Mole works darkly under ground,
Be thou no underminer found.

N

Sweet as the Nightingale’s fweet lays,
Is praife from thofe who merit praife.

(D
Let not thine a&ions fhun the light ;
The Owl in darknefs wings his ﬂight:

2!
The Peacock fpreads his fwelling train,
Of no falfe merit be thou vain.

\-.
Like Sheba’s Queen, ye Britifh fair,
‘T’adorn your minds bend all your care,

R.
Let virtue in thy mind difclofe,
Like the fragrant blooming Rofe,
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Like the true Spaniel, torhis mafter jufjoon
. Be thou ftill faithful to each facred truft, - |
: o T. - o 4| { o 4
Trouts wanton in the purling fream,’
Ne’er trifle thou life’s _vwa_k'ing dreams. -
} o o Vg o)
_ The Vulture darts upon his prey ;
But Virtue bears the palm away.,
In the Whale’s belly. Jonah pray’d ;
God heard, and fent his prophet aid.’
X

See Xerxes’ tears, and hear them {peak,
The props of human truft, how weak !

: Yoo
To ferve that God be thy delight,
Whofe Yoke is ealy, burden light.

; £ Tt tog a5
Nor, when he calls thee, ftop thine ear:;

But with Zaccheus joyful hear. . '

While Henry was ‘ftill reading, Mrs.
Storewell perceived: that Matilda had
c
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let fall her work, and was crying. This
good mother, always concerned to fee
her children uneafy, earneftly inquired
the caufe of her ‘tears. Matilda an-
{wered, that fhe'had pricked her finger.
Mrs. Storewell rejoiced to hear that fhe
was not ill : the advifed her, in future,
not to cry for every little hurt; and
the ftory the defired her to read, im-
printed on her mind  the neceflity of
guarding againft this childifh fault.

A ST.ORY.

A little girl, who ufed to weep bit-
terly for the moft trifling hurt, was at-
tacked by a furious dog. Her cries
reached the fervarts.of the family ; but
they paid little attention to what they
were {o much accuftomed to hear, It
happened, however, that a countryman
was pafling by, who, with great huma-
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mty, refcued the child from the de-
vouring teeth dgPthe dogls

Be always cheerful and happy: this
difpofition- will make you loved and
efteemed ; every one will be' ready to
fhare your forrow, and wipe the tears
that flow from real affli@tion.

They now quitted the green-houfe,
and returned in to 'dinner, In the af-
ternoon they walked to a' farm-houfe,
about ‘a mile diftant, where they drank
tea. The farmerwasone of Mr! Storet
well’s' tenants, and a very worthy man,
The chlldren were very fond of him,
and Alfred carried to him, with' his
father’s' permiflion, a fine melon from
the hot=houfe.

The farmer . was very glad to fee
them; ‘and "to6k them into his fields.
Here he explained ‘to-them the ufe of

Qi
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his farming implements, The plough,
he faid, is ufed to furrow the land, and
prepare it to receive the grain, This
inftrument is f{ometimes drawn by
horfes, and fometimes by oxen. The
fpade is a flat piece of irop, fixed into
a [trong wooden handle, and ufed to
turn the earth, The ufe of the rake
and the harrow is to cover the feed
with earth, that has been fcattered on
the ground. . When the different feeds
that are fown, {pring up, they produce
wheat, rye, barley, and oats; and to
reap them, the fickle is ufed by the
reapers in time of harveft. The {cythe
is ufed . to mow the grafs.

The farmer conduéted them into a
field, where . his goats were feeding,
The children inquired for what pur-
pole he kept thefe pretty creatures.
He told them, that they were very ufe-
tul animals ; and.that he brought them
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from Wales. Their produce is valu-
able; and the food of this animal cofs
next to nothing, as it can fupport it-
felf upon the moft barren mountains.
Many of the inhabitants of Carnarvon-
dhire kill them merely for the fake of
their fat, which makes: candles of a
{fuperior quality to the common. Of
their horns excellent handles are made
for pen-knives. The fkin is peculiarly
well adapted for the glove manufattory,
efpecially that of the kid, as it takes a
dye better than any-other fkin. The
flelh is of great ufe, and affords a
cheap and plentiful provifion in the
winter months, ~when the kids are
brought to-market.. The haunches of
the goat are frequently falted and
dried, and fupply all the ufes of bacon 3
by the Welfh it is called hung venifon:
The milk of the goat is fweet and nou-
rifhing, and an excellent {ubfiitute for
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affes’ milk. The cheefe that is made
of goat’s milk has a peculiar tafte and
flavour, though much valued in fome
of the mountainous countries. Thefe
animals are {enfible of carefles, and ca-
pable of a confiderable degree of
friendfhip. They are ftronger, more
nimble, and lefs timid than fheep.
They have a lively, capricious, and
wandering difpofition; are fond of
high and folitary- places and frequently
fleep on the very points of rocks. They
are more eafily f{upported than any
other animal of the {ame fize; for there
1s hardly an herb, or the bark of a tree,
that they will not eat. Neither are
they liable to {o many difeafes as
fheep; and they can bear heat and cold
with lefs inconvenience. The natural
fancifulnefs of goats is expreffed by the
irregularity of their aétions ; they walk,
Atop fhort, run, jump, fhow and hide
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themfelves, as it were, by mere «ca-
price, and without any other caufe than
what arifes from the natural vivacity of
their temper.  The whiteft wigs are
made of their hair, their ufual colour
being white. There are many other
forts of goats; thofe of France and the
Alps are thort-haired, reddifh, and the’
horns {mall.

The farmer ufed his utmoft endea-
vours to amufe his young friends. ' Af-
ter Thewing them, in his farm-yard, his
pigs-and his poultry, they were return-
ing into the houfe, when their attention
was drawn by a large dog, chained to
his kennel. ©On the farmer’s affuring
them that Trufty would not hurt them,
they ventured nearer, and careffed this
noble -animal. = The farmer faid, he
kept him to drive his herds of cattle,
and to guard his flocks. It is fo well
trained for thefe purpofes, as to attend

C 4
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to every part of the herd,; be it éver {5
large, confine them' to: the road, and
force in every ftraggler, without doing’
it the leaft injary. OFfall kind of dogs,
this fort is reckoned thé moft {enfible.
With regard to the natural difpofition
of the dog, in a favage ftate, he is fierce,
cruel, and'voracious; but, when civi-
lized, and accuftomed to live with
men, he is poffeffed of every amiable
quality. He feems to have no other
defire than to pleafe, :and prote&@ his
malfter., He is gentle,. obedient, fub-
miffive, and faithful. Thefe difpofi-
tions, joined to his almoft unbounded
fagacity, juftly claim the éfteem of
mankind, Accordingly, no animal is
fo, much carefled and refpetted: his
fidelity and-vigilance are daily: employ-.
ed to proteét, our perfons, our flocks,
Qr.our,goods. el $3E

- ‘The children: were - much amufed in
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thisvifit; and the good farmer requefi-
ed Mr. and Mrs. Storewell'to bring
them again very foon.  In making this
promife, they parted; and returned
home about eight o’clock. Matilda,

Alfred, Henry, and Augufta retired to
refl. '

5 EGOND DAY

G AIN affembled in the green-
houfe to ftudy, Mr. Storewell

took down a book from a recefs he had
had made in the wall for the children’s
library.- He opened to a letter, which
he be ged Mrs. Storewell would' let
Matllda ¢opy and learn by heart. . Al-
fred and Matilda had made’ great pro-
grels ' writing, for the time they had
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learned. Henry and Augufta knew
not yet how to hold a pen. |

In about an hour, Matilda brought
the letter, which was in rhyme, copled
without one miftake.

Al LBYE DE R

10 the Right Honourable Lady Ma;;gqf*_et_Ho/[e.f Ca-
i vend: /b hHa-r/qu'r s

My noble, lovely, little Pegay,
Let this my firft epifile beg ye,

At dawn of morn and clofe of even,
To lift your heart and hands to heav’n,
In double beauty fay your pray’r,
Qur Father firft, then Notre Pere,
And, deareft child, along the day,
In every thing you do and fa B
Obey and pleafe my ford and lady ;
So God fhall love and angels aid ye,
If to thefe precepts you attend,

No fecond letter need I fend ; }
And (o I reft your conftant friend

Matthew Prior,
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Mr. Storewell then defired Alfred to
bring a colle@tion he had made from
Percival and other authors. His fa-
ther defired him to attend very clofely
to the ufeful inftrution thefe leflons
recommended. Alfred promifed he
would, and read

Bcma et

LESSON I

You have feen the hufbandman {cat-
tering his feed upon the ground. When
it {prings up, it is gathered into his
barns, and crowns his labours with joy
and plenty. Thus the man, who dif-
tributes his fortune with generofity and
prudence, is amply repaid by the grati-
tude of thofe whom he obliges, by the
approbation of his own mind, and the
favour of God.
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Henry aflured his: father that he
would always be good and diligent.
His father embraced him, and promif-
ed to teach him French and - writing
with his brother, as foon as he could
read Englith perfeétly.

Augufta had not been idle; fhe had:
learned to fpell a dozen words of one:
fyllable; and the handkerchief fhe was
hemming, was jult finithed, when the
bell fummoned them in to dinner.

The afternoon was too warm for
walking. It was therefore determined
that* they fhould-ftay at home. Mrs.
Storewell was at no 16fs to amufe her
children. She had in the drawing-
room an excellent piano forte. She
excelled in mufic herfelf; and Alfred,
who could play feveral tunes by ear,
was learning of his mother to improve
his talent for mufic. Alfred and Ma-
tilda prattifed for one' hour. = Mrs.
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Storewellithen played and fang feveral
fongs.  Matilda, who: had a pretty
voice, | accompanied: her mother in
{inging. ' A

After tea, the children went into
the great hall, to play at battledore and
fhuttlecock. When they were told it
was bed-time, they cheerfully quitted
their diverfion; and enjoyed till morn-
ing thofe refrething {lumbers, which
are ever.fhared by health and inno-
cence.

THIRD DAY.

N: Wednefday morning, = after
- breakfaft, Mr. 'Storewell called
Augufta, and told her that he was fo
much pleafed with her diligence, the
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- preceding day, that hehad brought her
a very  eafly/ifable. Shefmiled, and
kifled her father ; and begged him to
let Henry read it firft ; for fhe wanted
to know what it tas about,” Mr. Store
well confented ; and Henry read as fol-
lows : &

Aol ABILE,
In Words of One Syllable.
THE CHILD, THE WASP, AND THE PEACH.

The day was fine; the fun fhone
bright; each peach on the long brick
wall was ripe. A child {faw the fruit ;
and the bloom that caught his eye,
made him put up his hand to take a
peach; when a wafp, who knew not
how ‘to part with the fweet juice he
thought his own right, darts, with rage,
his {harp fting on the pocr child’s

1
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hand, who let fall the peach, and long
wept for the pain he felt from the
wound.

MORAL.

Dearly your peace of mind is bought,

f e’er by glitt'ring wealth you're caught, .
In folly’s path then folly leave ;
And no falfe thows will you deceive.

Augufta liftened attentively; and
{2id {he would never gather the peaches
in the garden. She took the fable, in
hopes of foon being ableto read it her-
felf. :

When Alfred had finifhed his tran{-
lation and exercife, Mr. Storewell de-
dired him to repeat the divifion of the

slobe in verfe, which he had written
for him himfelf.

D 4 * “THE



34 The Improvement of Time.

THE DIVISION OF THE GLOBE.

Of land and of water our globe is compos’d ;

Attend, my dear child, and hear how they’re dif-
os’d.

The feamed divide in four parts the firm land :

Firft Europe is mention’d, on which you now ftand,

United to Afia upon the weft fide,

Which an ifthmus from Afric does only divide.

Acrofs the Atlantic America lies,

A country firft fam’d by Columbus the wife.

Traverfing the oceaws, you’ll know them much
better ;

Th’Atlantic, Pacific, th’ Indian, et cet’ra:
But o’er the wide feas if you like not to roam,
With maps and with books you may travel at home,

P g S,

Henry, during breakfaft-time, wifh-
ed his leflon were in verfe ; and Mr.
Storewell, ever ready to gratify the
wifhes of his children, wrote down the
following lines for him, which his me-
mory retained very correftly.
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Sage Zeno’s philofophic mind,

Shews a bright pattern to mankind ;
With foul ferene, he ftill could fhare
Each change that fortune made him bear.
A diftant age he did adorn,

Five hundred years ere Chrift was born,
This was his precept, learn it well,
Hear twice as much as thou doft tell ;
Yor, mark the wife decree of Heav’n,
Two ears and but one tongue are giv’n.
"T'was Zeno’s wifdom thus explain’d
The law which Nature has ordain’d.

Matilda afked her father what he
Mr.
Storewell faid, thatalthough he did not
wifh her to learn by heart what he had
brought for her, he begged fhe would
read 1t with attention, and remember
as much as fhe could of the account

bad brought for her to learn.

OF THE SUGAR-CANE.

Sugar is a fweet folid fubftance, ob~
tained from the juice of the fugar-cane,

D 2
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The fugar-cane isthe principal pro-
duttion of the Weft Indies, and the
great fource of their riches. As it is {o
important in a commercial view, from
the employment which it gives to fea-
men, and the wealth which it opens for
merchants; and, befides, is now be-
come a neceffary of life, it may juftly
be clteemed one of the moit valuable
plants in' the world. It is a jointed
reed, commonly meafuring from three
feet and a half to feven feet in height ;
but fometimes rifing to twelve feet.
When ripe, it is of a fine firaw colour,
inclining to yellow, producing leaves,
-or blades, finely indented. The joints:
1 one ftalk are from forty to fixty in
number, and the ftalks rifing from one,
root are f{ometimes very numerous.
As the cane requires a great’ deal of
moiflure to bring it to maturity, the
jpropereft feafon for planting. it s iny
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.September and O¢ttober, when the an-
tumnal rains commence, that it may
‘be fufficiently luxuriant to fhade the
ground before the dry weather fets in.

The fugar-cane is propagated by the
top fhoots, which are cut from the top
of the old ones. The ufual method of
planting it is this: the quantity of land
intended to be planted, being cleared
of weeds, 1s firt divided into feveral
plats of certain dimenfions, commonly
Arom fifteen to twenty acres each.
Each plat is then fubdivided by means
of a line and wooden pegs. The la-
bourers are then placed inarew on the
firft line, one to a {quare, and diretted
to dig out, with their hocs, the {everal
fquares,  commonly to the depth of five
or fix inches. An able man will dig
from one hundred to one hundred and
vwenty of thefe holes for his'day’s work
of ten hours; but if the laad has been

b 3
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previoufly ploughed, and lain fallow,
the fame man will dig nearly double
‘the number.

The fugar-cane is liable to be de-
ftroyed by monkeys, rats, and infeéis,
The upland plantations fuffer greatly
from monkeys: thefe creatures, which
now abound in the mountainous parts
of St. Chriftopher’s, were firft brought
thither by the French, when they pof-
fefled half that ifland. They come
down from the rocks, in filent parties,
by night, and having pofted centinels,
to give the alarm, if any thing ap- -
proaches, they deftroy incredible quan-
tities of the cane, by their gambols and
greedinefs. It is in vain to fet traps
for thefe creatures, however baited ;
and the only way to proteétt the planta-
tion, is to {et a numerous watch, well
armed with fowling-pieces, and furnifh-
ed with dogs.
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The negroes perform this fervice
cheerfully, for they are very fond of
monkies as food.

The canes are eighteen months in
growing ; and the Englifh cut them in
March and April. The time of crop,
in the fugar-iflands, is the feafon of
gladnefls and feftivity to man and bealft.
So palatable, falutary, and nourifhing,
is the juice of the cane, that every in-
dividual of the animal creation, drink-
ing freely of it, derives health and vi-
gour from its ufe. The meagre and
fickly among the negroes exhibita {ur-
prifing alteration, in a few weeks, at
this feafon. The labouring horfes,
oxen, and mules, though almoft con-
ftantly at work during this period, yet,
being indulged with plenty of the green
tops of this noble plant, and fome of
the fcummings from the boiling-houfe,
improve more than at any feafon of the

D 4
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year. Even the pigs and poultry fatten
onh the refufe. In fhort, on a well-re.
gulated plantation, under a humane and
benevolent dire€tor, there is fuch an
appearance, during crop-time, of plenty
and bufy cheerfulnefs, as to foften, in
a great meafure, the hardfhips of la-
bour in fo hot 2 climate,

Matilda was much amufed with this
account ; and the etuployments for this
morning ended,

The snnual fair of this village was
hdd'to-day, Matilda and Alfred talk.
ed of the laft with delight, and looked
forward to this with anticipated plea-
fure, Henry and Augufta had never
yét beento a fair; and they were as im-
patient to partake of this amufement as
their brother and fifler,

At length the happy moment arriy.
ed. 'Mr. and Mrs. Storewell accompani-
ed their children themfelves to the fair,
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Thefe indulgent parents had given
them an additional fupply for their
pocket-money. They bought with this
dolls and toys of all forts. Poflefled of
an ample fortune, Mrs. Storewell was
liberality itfelf. She taught her chil-
dren to be generous, and not {elfifhly
fpend the whole of their allowance on
them{clves. Alfred, who was the eld-
eft, had remembered this counfel, and
did not forget to purchafe for the fer-
vants, ribands, nutmeg-graters, watch-
chains, &c. They returned well fatif=
tied with their evening’s amuflement.
When Matilda faw the pretty things
her brother had brought home for the
fervants, fhe was exceedingly forry
that the had {pent all her money in dolls
and toys, and had nothing to give to
Anne and Betty. Alfred begged of her
to accept from him a riband for the
nurfery-maid, and a nutmeg-grater for
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the cook.  Matilda overjoyed at this
offer, thanked and embraced her bro- -
ther; and they all went to bed rather
more fatigued with their excurfion to
the fair, than to the farm-houfe,

FOURTH DAY

THIS morning, Mr. and Mrs. Store-

well and their little family met, as
ufual, in the green-houfe,. at feven:
o’clock, Embracing each other, and
fulfilling the firft important duty of the
day, they breakfafied. The children
were then defired to prepare for a vifit,
Alfred and Matilda exprefled great fur-
prifle ; Henry and Augufta jumpec}
about, and were fure that they would
be firft ready,
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- On the preceding evening, Mr.
Storewell had received an invitation
from Lady Louifa, his fifter ; who re-
fided at Emdon Park, about ten miles
diftant. She informed Mr. Storewell
that his brother-in-law, Major Daunt-
lefs, was juft returned home. The
major was a very brave officer; he had
often hazarded his life for the welfare
of his country. Efteemed by all who
knew him, and beloved by his family,
great joy was manifefted at his fafe re-
turn from the late perilous enterpriie
he was engaged 1n.

The carriage was now at the door,
and the coachman was ordered to drive
to Emden Park. The children were
overjoyed with the expettation of fee-
ing their uncle and aunt.

When they had proceeded about
three miles, Mr. Storewell, Alfred, and
Matilda walked up a fteep hill, Mrs.
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Storewell, Henry, and Augufla afeend-
ed it in the_carriage. They had not
waiked many paces, when a poor wo-
man begged of them. Mr. Storewell
was plealed to fee that not only Ma-
tilda and Alfred were giving her fome
of the.money he had replenifhed their
purfes with "that morning, but that
Henry and Augufta were calling the
poor petitioner 1o take fome half-pence
they were holding out for her. =

- Mrs. Storewell looked with an eye
of compatlion on a little infant {he held
in her arms, and felt interefted for this
beggar. ' She ftopped the carriage, and
inquired the caufe of her diftrefs, The
poor ‘woman' informed her, that the
was' a widow ; that het hufband had
been a commion i‘éaman;v had failed
with Admiral Jervis; and had loft his
life in the late ehgagement, As foon
as her huiband Had quitted her, the
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had fet out for Newecatltle, to fec her
mother, who was very ill, and had
died two days after her arrival. The
money the had carried down with her
was expended on her mother’s funeral.
She was now returning to London, in
hopes of fecing her fon, who had been
in the fame {leet with her hufband. To
fupport herfelf and her infant, fhe had
parted with fome of her apparel; but,
for feveral days, fhe had depended
wholly on the bounty of tr avellers.

Tears lowed from the eyes of Alfred
and Matilda at this relation. Mr.
Storewell, giving her a few fhillings,
told her, that if her_ flory were true,
he would afford a more ample relief to
her diftrefs. In the mean time, Mrs.
Storewell defired that fhe would call
on her the following evening.

Mr. Storewell was a laroe {fubfcriber
to the laudable charity, late]y inftituted
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by many humane members of {ociety,
for the widows and children of feamen,
who had fuffered in the laft engage-
ment. 1f, upon enquiry, Mr. Store-
well found this poor woman a deferving
objeét, he intended that fhe fhould be-
nefit by the fubfeription.

They were now arrived at Emdon-
Park.  Major Dauntlefs and Lady
Louifa received them with that heart-
felt joy, which is only known to fincere
friends after long abfence. The major
was as pleafing a companion, as he was
an ufeful member of fociety. Before
the war commenced, he had obtained
leave of abfence for two vears: dur-
ing this time, he had travelled in Swe.-
den, and refided for fix months at the
court of Stockholm.

After dinner, he related fome inte-
refling particulars of Guftavus the
Third, late king of Sweden, who fuc-
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ceeded his father, Adolphus, in the

year 1771. The major’s refidence in
Stockholm, had given him a perfonal
knowledge of this monarch.

In the year 1772, a revolution took
place in the government, by which this
king, from being one of the moft limit-
ed, became one of the moft defpotic
fovereigns in Europe.

The revolution was effeed in the
following manner: On the 1gth of
Auguft, 1772, a confiderable number
of officers, and other perfons, known
to be attached to the royal caufe, had
been fummoned to attend his majefty.
Before ten, he was on horfeback. As
he paffed through the ftreets of Stock-
holm, he was more than ufually cour-
teous to all he met, bowing familiarly
to the loweft of the people.

On the king’s return to his palace,
the detachment, which was ‘to mount
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guard that day, being drawn up, toge-
ther with that which was to be relieved,
his majelty retired with the officers in-
to the guard room. He thenaddrefled
them with all that eloquence, of which
he was a perfeét mafter. He aflured
them that his only defign was to banifh
corruption, to reftore true liberty, and
revive the ancient luftre of the Swe-
difh name. That if they would be
faithful to him, he would rifk his life
for their welfare, and that of his coun-
try.

The officers, moft of them young men,
took an oath of fidelity to him. Three
only refufed.  One of thele, Frede-
rick Cederftrom, captain of a com-
pany of the guards, alleged that he had
already, and very lately, taken an oath
to the States ; and confequently could
not take that which his ‘majeflty exaét-
ed of him. The king, looking at him
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fternly, anfwered, Think of what you
are doing. I do, replied Cederftrom;
and were I capable of breaking the
oath by which I am bound to the States,
I thould be likewife capable of break-
ing that your majefty now requefts me
to take. The king then ordered him
to deliver up his fword, and put himin
arreft. Shortly after, his majefty told
Cederftrom, that, as a proof of the opi-
nion he entertained for him, he would
return him his {word, without infifting
on his taking the oath.

As the king paffed through the ftreets,
he declared to the people, that he only
meant to defend them, and fave his
country ; and that if they would not
confide in him, he would lay down his
{ceptre, and furrender up his kingdom.
So much was the king beloved, that the
people, fome of whom even fell down
on their knees, with tears in their eyes;
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implored his majefty not to abandon
them. In lefs than an hour, he made
himfelf mafter of all the military force
in Stockholm.

In -the mean time, heralds, by pro-
¢lamation in the feveral quarters of the
city, fummoned -an aflembly of the
States the enfuing morning, and de-
clared all members traitors to their
country who fhould not appear.

Thither his majefty repaired in all.
the pomp of royalty, furrounded by
his guards, and holding in his hand
the filver fceptre of Guftavus Adol-
phus. In a very forcible fpeech, he
lamented the unhappy ftate to which
the country was reduced by the con-
dutt of a party ready to facrifice every
thing to its ambition; and reproached
the States with adapting their aétions to
the views of foreign courts, from which
they received the wages of perfidy. ' If
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any one of you dare contradit this,
let him rife and {peak. Convittion or
fear kept the aflembly filent, and the
fecretary read the new form of govern-
meént, which the king fubmitted to the
approbatlon of the States. It confifted -
of 57 articles. When all the articles
were gone through, the king demanded
if the ftates approved of them, and was
anf{wered by a general acclamation.
He then difmiffed all the fenaters
from their employments ; adding, that
a few days he would appoint others s
_and concluding this extraordmary
{cene, by drawing out of his pocket a
{mall book of pfalms, from which, af-
ter taking off the crown, he gave out
the Te Deum. All the members added
their " voices to his, and the hall re-
{ounded with thank{givings.
The king employed the power he
had obtained for the good of his fub~
E (94
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jefts. He took care that the law thould
be adminiftered with impartiality to
the richeft noble and the pooreft pea-
fant. He gave particular attention and
encouragement to commerce ; was a
liberal and enlightened patron of
learning and f{cience, and laboured
ftrenuoufly to introduce into his king-
~dom the moft valuable improvements in
agriculture that had been made in fo-
reign countries.

But while aftive in promoting the
arts of peace, he was not inattentive to
thofe -of war. He reformed the army
and navy, which had been negletted ;
and, in his war with Ruffia, gave proofs
of undaunted courage and military con-
duét, until peace was reftored between
the courts of Stockholm and St. Peterf-
burgh.

It'is unqueftionable, that the revolu-
tion he effe@ed in his own country

1
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was calculated to promote the general
good of the people. * The nobles, how-
ever, continued difcontented, and a
confpiracy was planned againft Guf-
tavus under his own roof. He had en-
tered into an alliance that was formed
againft the revolutionary government
of France, and to raife an army, which
lie was to lead in perfon, to co-operate
with the emperor and the king ol Prui-
fia; he was obliged to negotiate large
loans, and to 1mpofe on his {ub; etts
heavy taxes. The nobles took advan-
tage of that circumftance to prejudice
the minds of many people againft the
{fovereign, who had laboured fo long for
their real good.

On the 16th of March, 1792, he re-
ceivedananonymous letter, warning him
of his immediate danger, from aplot
that was laid to take away his life, re-
quefting him to remain at home; and

E 3
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affuring him, that if he fhould go to the
malquerade; for which he was prepar-
ing, he would be affaffinated that very
night. The king read the note with
contempt, and at a late hour entered
the ball-room. After fome time, he {at
down in a box with the Comte d’Effen,
and obferved that he was not deceived
in his contempt for the letter, fince, had
there been any defign againft his life, no
time could be more favourable than that
- moment. He then mingled, without ap-
prehenfion,among the crowd ; and juft
ashewas preparing to retire,in company
with the Pruflian ambafiador, he was
furrounded by {everal perfons in mafks,
one of whom fired a piftol at the back
of the king, and lodged the contents
in his body. The confpirators, amidft
the general tumult and alarm, had time
to retire to other parts -of the room ;
but one of them had previoufly drop-
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ped his piftols and a dagger clofe by
the wounded king. A general order
was given to all the company to un-
mafk, and the doors immediatel y clof=
ed ; 'but no perfon appeared with any
particular diftinguifhing marks of guilt.
The king was conveyed to his apart-
ment; and the {urgeon, after extratting
a ball. and fome flugs, gave favourable
hopes of his majefty’s recovery.

An order was iffued, diretting all
the armorers, gunimiths, and cutlers
in Stoclholm to give every informa-
tion in . their power to the officers of
jultice concerning the weapons. A
gunimith, who had repaired the piftols,
readily recognifed them to be the fame
which he had repaired fome time fince
for a nobleman of the name of Anker-
firom, a captain in the army; and the
cutler, who had made the dagger, re-
ferred to the fame perfon,

E 4
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. The king languifhed from the ‘17th

to the 29th of March. At firft the re-
ports of his medical attendants were fa-
vourable ; but on the 28th a mortifica.
tion was found to have taken place,
which terminated his exiftence in a few
hours.  On opening his body, a {quare
piece of 'lead and two rufty nails
were folind unextratted within the ribs,
During hisillnefs, and particularly after
he was made acquainted with his ap-
proaching diffolution, Guftavus conti-
nued to difplay that unfhaken courage
he had manifefted on every occafion
during his life.

A few hours before his deceafe, he
made {ome alterations in the arrance-
ment of public affairs. He had before,
by his will; appointed a council of re-
gency; but convinced, by recent ex-
perience, how little he ¢ould depend
on the attachment of his nobles, and
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being alfo aware of the neceffity of a
'ﬁrong government in difficult times,
he appointed his brother, the Duke of
Sudermania, fole regent, till his fon,
who was then about 14, fhall have at-
tained the age of 18. His laft words
were a declaration of pardon to the
con{pirators againft his life. The ac-
tual murderer alone was excepted; and
~ he was excepted only at the ftrong in-
ftance of the regent, and thole who
furrounded his majefty in his dying
moments.

- Ankerftrom was apprehended. Suf-
picions, at the fame time, fell on the
Counts Horn and Ribbing, Baron
Pechlin, Baron Ehrenfoard, Baron
Hart{mandorf, Von Engerftrom, the
royal fecretary, and others : thefe fuf-
picions were ‘confirmed by the. confefa
ixon of Ankerftrom, :
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Alter a very fair ang ample trial,
this man was condemned to be public-
ly and feverely whipped, on three fyc.-
ceflive days ; his right hand and his
head to be cyt off, and his body im-

were condemned to change their name.
The Counts Horn angd Ribbing were
condemned to lofe their right hands,
and to be decapitated.  All the con.
fpirators were degraded from the rank
of nobles, and their property declared
to be confifcated. Baron ' Hart{man-
dorf was to forfeit his rank in the army,
and to be imprifoned for one year.
Engerfirom was to fuffer perpetual in-
prifonment, Four others, accufed of
being concerned in the confpiracy,

were pardoned, and fome werc acquit-
ted.
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Major Dauntlefs received the thanks
of the whole company for this intereft-
ing account. Alfred had liftened with
great attention, and lamented the un-
fortunate fate of this great prince, and
the lofs young Guftavus fuftained in
being deprived of his father. Tears of
joy fucceeded thofe of forrow, in re-
fle@ting on the bleffing he himfelf en-
joyed from the protettion of two good
parents. ;

Captain Clearcoaft, an intimate friend
of Major Dauntlefs, was ofthe party,
and exprefled great approbation at:the
behaviour of Alfred, Matilda, Henry,
and Augufta. He invited them all to
go on board his fhip, which was at

" Woolwich. He did not tell them that
there was to be a launch; he meant to
furprife them with this beautiful fight.
Mr. and Mrs. Storewell accepted Cap-
tain Clearcoaft’s polite invitation.
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They now returned home ; the chil-
dren retired to reft, and peaceful flum~
bers clofed their eyes till morning,

B E TP D 1

MR Storewell advifed Alfred to ap-

ply with double diligence to his
ftudies this morning; as the hours al_
ways allotted for 1mproving his mind’
were yeﬂ:erday'employed in  amufe-
ment.  Alfred affured his father that it
was his wifh, and fhould be his con-
flant endeavour to advance in learning,
He inquired for his firft leflon, which
was generally in rhyme, and learned
during breakfaft, If was immediately
given to him; written by Mr. Store-
well himfelf forhis fon Alfred,



The ]77211]7'00;377261% ‘of Tume. 61

Induftrious youth, thy early days

With care and prudence {till employ ;
So fhall thy conduct merit praife,

And crown returning years with joy.
Pofleft of virtues which thy friends revere,
A happy man through each fucceeding year.

Has bounteous nature form’d your mind-
*~ Noble, gen’rous, good and wife :
In grateful gladnefs own her kind,
Nor e’er negle&t the valued prize, ‘
But humbly own, from gracious God muft fow,
¥ach gift and blefling we poor mortals know.

When Matilda had finifhed reading,
fhe wrote four copies; this was a dou-
ble portion, as yefterday’s writing had
been negletted.

At one they ufually returned into the
houfe ; but, to-day, reading, writing,
and working employed them until two.
Henry was learning to write, and fuc-
ceeded very well in his firft attempt,
Augufta had hemmed twe handker-
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chiefs inftead of one, and the bufinefs
for this morning concluded, they were
fummoned by the dinner-bell to return
inte the houfe, .

The poor woman, Mrs. Storewell
had appointed to come in the after.
noon, was now thewn into the hall.
Mr. Storewell upon inquiry had found
the whole of her ftory ftritly true,
He therefore procured her the affift-
ance her prefent diftrefs entitled her
to. i .

Her infant, who was a girl, was
clothed from Matilda’s and” Augufta’s
wardrobe. Mrs. Storewell defired that
the poor woman might have fome bread
and meat; and. Alfred alked leave to
gather fome fruit for her. This child-
ifh requeft was readily granted. The
POOT woman now took her leave ; with
a thoufand thanks and .bleflings to this
amiable family. Alfred rejoiced tha
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he lived in a great houfe, and fhould
always have plenty of money to give to
beggoars.

Mrs. Storewell told her fon, that to
relieve diftrefs was certainly the moft
defirable ufe that could be made of
riches; but that he muft not place too
much dependance on wealth and afflu-
ence, as a thoufand accidents might
deprive him of thofe advahtages he
now poflefled. She then took out of
her pocket-book fome lines written b

herfelf, which Alfred requefted he
might keep. ' T

If Fortune fmiles, if Fortune {rowns ;
If you the favours, you the crowns;
Nor yet defpife, nor yet depend -

On Fortune as a conftant friend 3

For, fometimes cruel, fometimes kind,
She’s ever changing like the wind ;
With each revolving fun may you

Be favour'd like her favour’d few.
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At eight o’clock the ‘children went
to bed. They rejoiced at the approach
of to-morrow’s amufement. It would
indeed be quite novel to them, not one
of them ever having been on board a

thip.

S L X B DoAY

HE following lines were Alfred’s
leflon: written by Mr. Store-
well.

———

In youth'how bright does all appear !

You welcome each returning year ;

In fummer, autumn, winter, {pring,

You laugh, you dance, you play, you fing;
But heart-felt mirth, and trifling toys,
Happy days, and tranfient joys,



The Improvement of Tume. 65

Time on his pinions bears away,
Nought can his rapid flight delay ;
Then in his courfe improve your mind
With treafures which the fages find.
Succeeding years your life fhall crown
With fame, with honour, and renown.

Henry was now called to read a. lef-
{on from Percival.

et . s

A boy, who was a great deftroyer of
birds’ nefls, had. carcfully preferved
one, that he might: enjoy the cruel
pleafure of confining in a cage the poor
birds, who had the fame natural right
to liberty with himfelf. A hungry cat
difcovered the ' neft; and devoured
the unfeathered brood. - The boy be-
wailed his lofs, and vowed révenge
on the cat, not refletting on the many
nefts which he had wantonly plunder-
ed whilft the cat was impelled by the

F
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diftates of nature, to fatisfy a craving
appetite,

O e

When. Alfred had done his exercife,,
he was defired by Mr. Storewel] to
teach Augufta to repeat the following
pretty lines by Cotron.

S S—— Rttd

TO A CHILD OF FIVE YEARS OLD..

Faireft Qower, all Howersexcel!ing,
Which in Eden’s garden grew ;

Flow’rs of Eve’s embowered dwelling,.
Are, my. fair one, types of you.

Wark, Augufta, how the rofes.
Emulate thy damatk cheek ;.

How the bud its fweets diiclofes,
Buds thy opening bloom befpeak.,.

Lilies are, by ‘plain dire@ion,
KEmblemsof a double kind,-
Emblems of thy fair complexion;.
Emblems of thy fairer mind.
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But, dear girl, both low’rs and beauty
Ploflom, fade, and die away.

Then purfue good fenfe and duty,
Evergreens that ne’er decay.

B

While Matilda read, great attention
was paid by the other children. Au-
gufta had a favourite large white cat,
and Matilda read from Gray

ON THE DEATH OF A FAVOURITE CAT,
Drowned in a-Tub of Gold Fifbes.

"Twas on a lofty vafe’s fide,
Where China’s gayeft arts had dyed
The azure flowers that blow,
Demureft of the tabby kind,
The penfive Selima reclin’d,
Gaz’d on the lake below.

Her confcious tail her joy declar’d,
The fair round face, the fnowy beard,
The velvet of her paws ;
Her coat, that with the tortoife vies, |
Her ears of jet, and emerald eyes,
She faw, and purr'd applaufe.
¥ 2
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Still had fhe gaz’d, but’midft the tide

Two angel forms were feen to glide,
The genii of the ftream.

Their {caly armour’s Tyrian hue,

Through richeft purple, to the view
Betray’d a golden gleam.

Eight times emerging from the flood,

She mew’d to ev’ry wat'ry god
Some {peedy aid to fend.

No dolphin came, no Nereid flirr’d

Nor cruel Tom, nor Sufan heard :
A favourite has no friend.

3

From hence, ye beauties undeceiv’d,

Know, one falfe ftep is ne’er retriev’d,
And be with caution bold;

Not all that tempts your wand’ring eyes,

And heedlefs hearts, is lawful prize,
Nor all that glitters gold.

The haplefs nymph, with wonder faw

A whifker firft, and then a claw.
With'many an ardent with,

She ftretch’d in vain to reach the prize ;-

What female heart can gold defpife ?
What cat’s averfe to fifh ?
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Prefumptuous maid! with looks intent,

Again fhe ftretch’d, again fhe bent,
Nor knew the gulf between.

Malignant fate fat by and {mil’d,

The {lipp’ry verge her feet beguil’d,
She tumbl’d headlong in.

—

Matilda had completed the fhirt for
her brother, fhe had begun on Monday;
and Augufta was finithing the fixth
handkerchief fhe had hemmed fince
the beginning of the week.

This morning’s bufinefs ended, the
carriage was ordered, and they fet out
immediately for Woolwich. They ar-
rived about twenty minutes before the
Centaur, a 74 gun fhip, was launched.
On each fide of this noble man of war,
‘booths were ereted for the company.
Captain Clearcoaft had been fo kind to
take places in one of them for Mr.
Storewell and  his family, that: they
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might have the beft view poffible of
the launch. ’

They employed the fhort time that
remained, before the Centaur went off,
in examining the figure at the head of
this thip, from which fhe took her
name ;, its cradle, and the different flags
that were hoifted on board. Thefe
were all the colours that grace the Bri-
tith fleet ; they were explained by the
captain to Alfred, who looked ~with
amazement at the majeftic fize of this
beautiful fhip. '

The crowd beginning now to affem-
ble, they went into the booth. Above
a thoufand fpeftators were prefent, in
filent expettation. The tide was now
faft rifing, while the found of the ham-
mers informed them that the thip would
fhortly be on float. With gentle mo-
tion. the now glided into the water,
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amidft the huzzas and acclamations ‘of
the {urrounding multitude.

Captain Clearcoalt had received a
good education, and although an open,
honeft failor, had very mild and gentle
manners. He felt great emotion on
feeing the Centaur begin to. move in
the water; and he feelingly exprefled:
his anxiety for her future welfarc in:
traverfing the wide ocean. ,

Mr. Storewell faid, that #e had' al<
ways confidered' the royal navy as the:
greateft ornament and. defence of Eng-
land.  Captain-Clearcoaft replied that
it certainly was; ‘and ‘that the ufeful
art of navigation had been afliduouily
cultivated from the earlieft ages; and:
that while it extended our commerce,
M gave us an opportunity of being one
of the moft powerful nations- in the
world. ~He then {poke: of the advan-
tage of commerce:: at firft, it only con-
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fifted in the exchange of things necef-
fary for life; the ploughman gave his
corn and his pulfe to the fhepherd, and
received milk and wool in exchange ;
but now the intercourfe which one na-
tion holds with another, procures to
almoft all the inhabitants of the whole
globe, not only the conveniencies, but
the luxuries they enjoy.

It 1s not precifely known when traffic
by buying and {elling firft began; nor
when the feveral coins of gold, filver,
and copper had their origin. The firt
money confifted of wood, leather, or
iron; and even at this day it is the
cuftom in {fome parts of both Indies, to
give the value of merchandife, drugs,
&c. 1n cocoa-nuts and {ea-fhells.

Captain Clearcoaft then gave an ac-
count of Stockholm, the capital of
Sweden. « This city 1s a fea-port, and
remarkable for its romantic fcenery.

1
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it is very-long and'irtegular, and oc-
cupies, befides 'two ‘peninfulas; feven
fmall roeky iflands, fceattered in the
Maeler,in the ftreamswhich iffue from
that lake, and in a bay of the Baltic.
The caftle, though commodious, and
covered with copper,” has’ neither
ftrength nor’ beauty; but accommo-
dates'thé royal eourt, and the national
courtsand colleges. A variety of con-
trafted and beautiful views are formed
by numerous roeks ‘of ‘granite; rifing
boldly from the f{urface of the water,
partly bare and craggy, and partly dot-
ted “with houfes,” or feathered with
wood. Except'in the fuburbs; where
{everal ‘houfes are’ of wood, ‘painted
red, the generality of the buildings are
of ftone, or of'brick ftaccoed white,
They were all ' much amufed with this
account of Stockholm, and wilhed
much to vifit Sweden, * Captain Clear-
C



74 The Improvement of Tiime.

coalt told them, that he purpofed mak-
ing a voyage there the enfuing fummer,
and that he would be happy in the com-
pany of fuch an agreeable party, if
they could refolve to quit England,
and be furrounded by the troubled
ocean for a few weeks. |

They now walked about the dock-
yard, and then went in a boat to the
Phofphor, Captain Clearcoaft’s thip.

Atter dinner they quitted the Phof-
phor to return home, delighted with
the pleafure this day had afforded.
. Alfred inquired of his father whe-
ther there really were fuch creatures as
centaurs. Mr. Storewell told him, that
‘the centaurs were a people of Theflaly,
half men and half horfes. Their exift-
ence is fabulous, and this fable of their
being {upported on the four legs of a
horfe, arifes from the ancient people
of Theflaly having tamed horfes, and
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having appeared to their neighbours
mounted on horfeback, a fight very
uncommon at that time, and which,
when at a diftance, feems only one bo-
dy, and confequently one creature.

Mr. Storewell told Alfred that when
he was better acquainted with faét, he
fhould read fi€tion. Saying this, the
carriage ftopped.’ As it was late, ‘they
retired immediately to repofe on the
downy pillow of innocence.
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