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PREJF A CE~ 

THE Greek prove~b says., that " A 

great book is a great evil;" and there 

is a Latin maxim, which tells us,, that 

" Little things become little people.'~ 

On this principle, the follovving manual» 

which, within a sma11 compass, gives a 

very circumstantial account of the inan• 

ners, the habits, and the characters, of 

J)omestic Quadrupeds, cannot fail to 

be agreeable to that class of readers for 

whom it is intended, ~ame~y, children 

pf both sexes. 

Natural History possess<ys irresis;tib1e 

charms, to eyery person of tast_e aIJ.d 

feeli,ng, from the ..ea_xli~~t _dawn _of r~~son 

Aiij 
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t o the latest period of human existe_nce. 
In our language, however, till withi n 
these few year ~, we had no ,vork suffi.­
ciently chas te, and, at the same time, 
sufficiently comprehensive, to be put 
into the hands of youth. 1'1A v oR 's 

_ and B1NGLEY's publications on natural 
history have suppfred a grand deside­
ratum for the use of schools and gene­
ral readers; but, as both those writers 
embrace foreign as well as domesti c 
animals, it was impossible th~t thei r 
descriptions should be so ample and 
satisfactory, as when the subject is re­
stricted to such alone as are indigenous; 
and, besides, when it is ·wished to ex­
cite attention, objects which daily fall 
under review are· more likely to· create 
.an interest than such as are known only 

. from report, and probably may never 
· be seen. The hu1nan mind opens by 

5]ow degrees ,; from parts, it rise·s· to the 
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' ontemplation of the whole; from hav­
ing acquirec.l a knowledge of such ani­
mals as are endeared by their social hab­
its, their utility, or their beauty, children 
'\,vill gradually be led to extend their 
views to the animated nature of other 
countries, till, at last, they are able to 
comprehend the system of being, and 
to call every creature by its name. 

With general systems of natural his­
tory, ·we pretend not to interfere. Our 
province is only to pave the way to 
,vorks of greater labour and expence, 
and to ren1ove fro1n the eye and the 
heart, as far as we undertake to be 
guides to the temple of anin1ated na­
ture, whatever can offend delicacy 0r 
corrupt innocence. And if, while we 
display a small part of the wonderful 
works of God, we should be fortunate 
enough to awaken due sentiments of 
his wisdom, his power, and his good-
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ness, in the _ bosoms of youth; if, while 
we are describing animals, which Pro­
vidence, in its bounty, has assigned for 

- our use, our readers should be taught 
to regard them as valuable servants, not 
as slaves to their caprice; we shall feel 
the silent hours, which have been pri­
vately applied to this design, as sweet 
in retrospect, as those in which we have 
ostensibly and personally come forward 
as_ candidates for public favour, and 
found our claims allowed .. 
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.. 

MAN was made to admire the works of 
God. From the contemplation of such as 
are most obvious to the senses, we shoul<l gra­
dually rise to those that are more remote; 
while, in every step of our progress, it should 
be our business to refer to HIM, from whom 
the universe, with all the wonders it contains: 
had its being, and by whose power it is sup­
p-orted. Nor will a disposition to studies of 
this kind be less conducive to our happiness 
than to our i,nterest. The mind that is stored 
with a knowledge of nature, will enjoy a con­
stant feast in every situation, and every new 
accession will be a source of the purest plea­
sure; \vhile a taste for natural bisrory, by 
withdrawing the thoughts from frivolous and 
vicious pursuits, will have a strong tendency 
to promote our temporal advantage, and at 
the same time render us wiser and better. 

Bue, though the \X..'orks of creation are wor­
thy_ the most serious attention of a l 1 ages, it is 
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in youth that the foundation for such studies 
is to he laid with the surest effect. The young 
mind should therefore be taught to distinguish 
and to cfocriminate surrounding objects with 
more than ordinary care, and be led, step by 
step, from one acquisition to another. 

Independent of ~nificial arrangements, it is 
proper to remark, that. quadrupeds may be 
divided into such as are tame, and such as are 
wild. Human Industry has reclaimed the most 
valuable, and of those the varieties are nume­
rous; while animals which are either incapable 
of 'being domesticated, or unworthy of the 
trouble, preserve their form, colour, and qua­
lities unaltered, and suffer no other variations, 
except such as :irise from food and climate.­
The art of man, however, can alter even the 
native instincts of creatures which he takes 
under his care; he can render the savage mild, 
and the sullen sociable; he can teach the harm­
less the means of annoyance to their kind; and 
convert one as an engine in his hands to the 
destruction of another. 

,v e shall now commence our description of 
<lomestic quadrupeds, with one of the noblest 
animals in creation. 

• 
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THE· HORSE. 

THE Horse is the most beautiful of quad­
irupeds. The grandeur and elegance of his 
form, the glossy smoothness of his skin, the 
graceful ease of his motions, his strength, his 
activity, and docility, render him one of the 
principal objects of human curiosity and care, 
and teach us to consider him as an animal pe-

, culiarly internsting. He is the most generous, 
the most tractable, and yet the most spirited, 
of all animals; equally adapted for the chase, 
th_e draught, and the race; and, while he swells 
the pomp of luxury, he is no less qua1ified to 
be an useful servant to the poor. Except with­
in the polar circles, he is capable of living in 
any climate; and, though he was not a native 
of America, he is now diffused over most parts 
of the known world, with fewer variations 
than might have been expected. When, how ­
ever, such a noble quadruped is the subject of 
our description, slight shades of distinction are 
to be regarded; and it cannot fail to afford 
pleasure to our youthful readers, to tn:;ce him 
under every possible aspect, and to find that 
he is uniformly entitled to our gr~t-itmle and 
humanity. 
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We-justly admire the beauty and the gene­
rous qualities of our domestic horses; but to 
form an adequate idea of the species, we must 
advert to them in a state of independence.­
Several travellers of authenticity mention wild 
horses in different parts of the world ; and 
we have the testimony of the ancients, that 
there was once numbers of this description in 
Europe. It is now, however, chiefly in Asia, 
Africa, and America, that they are found un­
reclaimed. Where land is generally appro­
priated, they must want pastures to range in, · 
ancl it is only where population is thin, and the 
means of suhsistence easy, that they appear in 
all their native dignity, an<l associate together 
in herds of five or six hundred, ,,vithout seek­
ing to annoy, and without feariug any attack, 
from man or beast. 

Naturally mild in their disposition, they are 
satisfied to remain on the defensive, and all 
their precautions are merely for their security. 
,vhenever they sleep in the forests, one of 
their number is placed as a centinel to warn 
his associates of approaching danger; an of­
fice which they perform by turns. Should .a 
man approach, even while they are feeding, 
the centinel boldly advances towards him, as 
jf to examine his strength, or to awe him from 
proceeding; and if this has not the <lesired 
effect, he immediately alarms his fellows by a 
loud kind of snorting, when the whole perd 
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ta"lt c to the ir heels, and fly with the rapidi.ty o · 
:Uightning. 

These horses, how~ve-r, of which the grea t­
est mn1:1ber are now found in America, have 
(ni,ly become wii<l since they were introduced 
m to that continent by the Spaniards. They 
a re 0f the And::ilusian breed,. about fourteen 
h ands high, clumsy jointe<l, and having a long 
neck and ears.. "\Vhen caught by means of 
nooses, an<l fasted for a day or two, they soon 
become tame, and if by any accident they 
rnceive their liberty, they never again hecomc 
wjld.,. bu.t recognize and obey the voic e- of 
th-eir masters. · 

Rut i.n Tartary, and particuiarly in the 
U kraine, an ahoriginal breec\ __ of small wild 
horses- is found, which no. art of man can 
ram.e. They associate in large droves, are ex­
ttem.ely swifr, and difficult to be caught; nor 
~re they any otherwise seJ:Viceable to man­
_k..ind ·than as an article of food. _ They are 
freq:u.en.tly hunted, and their flesh is exposed 
t c:> sale in the markets. That of a foal is said 
to resemble veal, and that of a full-grown ani­
mal bas. been compared to beef: and if we 
CIDit1ld get the better of ou~ prejudices, there is 
every reason to_ believe, that the flesh of _sound 
and yonng horses would be sufficiently salu­
ta:vv and nutritious. 

in Tarta~·y, incleed, it is tiot only the flesh 
of the animal that is value<l. The natives of 

B 
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that country keep immense numbers of tame 
horses; and from the milk of the mare, they 
draw a vinous liquor, called koumiss, which. 
constitutes their favourite beverage, and is said 
to possess m.'..ny excellent qualities. It is kept 
in leather bags, and has been highly com­
·mended hy some Europeans, who have tasted 
it, as a ple.1.sant kind of drink. 

Horses form the principal wealth of the 
Tartar nations; and, according, to Baron 
Tott, who was an eye-witness · of the fact, 
there were no fewer than three hundred thou­
saad of these noble animals in the army of the 
Cham of Tartary. They are subsisted with 
li ttle difficulty; and if one happens to die, its 
flesh is eaten, and its hide converted into some 
article of dress. De Tott informs us, that he 
once had occasion to 1;ee a garment speedily­
made out of the skin of a dead horse. A 
young man, naked, received it on his shoul­
ders, as soon as it was fairly separated from 
the carcass; and a woman, who ·performed 
the office of tailor, immediately shaped the skin 
to fit the different parts of his body, and sewed 
it about him while it was yet raw~ so that the 
y outh, in less than two hours, was new dad 
in an excellent brown bay coat. 

About the Cape of Good Hope, there are a 
considerable number of horses in a state of 
nature; but they are .small, vicious, and un­
tracta ble. In other parts of Africa likewise, 
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they are not unfrequently met with; but thC! 
wretched inhabitants_ of these countries, in­
stea<l of regarding this noble animal as a use­
ful auxiliary in peace or wa-r, hunt him only 
for his flesh, which they esteem a peculiar 
delicacy. 

But of all the horses in the world, whethc 
tame or · wild, those of Arabia are the mos 
generous, swift 7 an~ perse\ ering. When 
found in a state of nature, the Arab:, employ 
every method to catch them, and if they are 
likely to recompence their toil and trouble~ 
tbev are domesticated and reclaimed with the 
utmost assiduity, and beco1~e es_ualiy as dear 
to their masters as their own children. They 
live in tlie same tent, they are treated with the: 
greatest kindness, and thus acquire a degree 
of tractability which is almost incredible.­
Their swiftness is tried in hunting- the ostricl , 
the fleetest creature of.the <lesert, and without 
a spur, they generally outstrip it. So tender,. 
indeed, is the Arab of his horse, that he will 
seldom beat or spur him; and in consequence 
of this humane treatment, the animal considers 
itself as one of the .family, and will allow the 
children to play round it, and to fondle it like 
a dog. 

So strong, indeed, is the attachment that 
the Arab sometimes forms for his horse, that 
<leath alone can separate them. The whole 
property of a native of the desert consisted of 

Bij 
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:a beat1tiful mare, which the French Cvnsu1, 
it is said, wished to purchase for his master, 
Loui. XIV. The Arab, pressed hy want, 
long hesitates, hut at length consented to part 
with her for a very high price, wh1ch he 
named. 'I'he Consul r~ceiving authority to 
close with the terms, immecEately informed 
the owner. The Arab, who had scarcely a 
rag to cover him, arrived, mounted on his 
mare. He alighted, ancl looking first at the 
gold, and then at his faithful and much-valued 
servant, heaved a deep sigh. " To whom is 
ir," exdaimed he in an agony, " that I am 
going to yield thee up ? To Europeans, who 
w ill tie thee close, who wil! beat thee, who 
,Yill render thee miserable~ Return with me, 
my beauty! my jewel! and rejoice the hearts 
of my children ! ,, ,V irh these words, he 
sprang on her back, and w_as out of sight al­
most in a moment. 

" The horses of the Bedouin Arab ·,'' -says 
Sonnini, " ,..,·ho'Se lives are spent in traversing 
the scorching sands, are able, notwithstand­
ing the fervency of the sun, and the suffocating 
heat of the soil, to travel three day: without 
clrink1ng, and a.re satisfied with a e{v handful 
of dried beans, on e in twenty-four hour .­
From the hardne. s of their labour, and ·rheir 
fare, they are of course very lean, yet rh cy pre. 
serve incomparahle vigour and courage." 

The Arabian horse are of a middle si2;e 
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easy in their motions, and little inclineJ to fat~ 
ness, though . the symmetry of their form is 
admira blc. This valuable breed has sprea<l it-· 
self all over Barbary, and has even extended 

-itself to the western shores of Africa. It has 
likewise been diffused into Ethiopia, Egypt, 
and Persia; where the horses preserve the 
same qualities, and generally receive the -same 
attention. They are all spirited, strong, and 
fleet; and from the same stock, our racers, 
which we shall have occasion to mention in 
the sequel, are chiefly spru1{g. · 

The horses of India and China, e~ceµt those 
belonging to the grandees, which are of Ara­
bian descent, are of a very indifferent kind.-

. Indeed, the extremes of heat and cold seem 
equally inimical to this noble quadruped; and 
they are found equally to degenerate under 
the tropics and under the, poles. 

Next to the Arab, the Spanish genette is 
_generally held in the highest estimation.­

\ These animals are small, but they are extreme­
)y fleet and beautiful. They are usually of a 
black, or dark bay colour, without any white 
marks. Those of Andalusia are most valued; 
and it was from this race, that America was 
first supplied with horses. 

The breed of Italian horses has been much 
neglected, yet there are still some fine ani­
mals of the kind in the kingdom of Naples.­
They are commonly, however, restive and un° 

B iij 
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,.To\·ernahle, and are better adapted for ·drm:rg1::i 
~r parade, than for the- purpose5 of ridin_g ·ou 
"\var. The German hones are gen ern11~­
weak and i11 -shape<l; hut, in Hungary, tbe 
breed is h1ghly e -teemed bo h for the suJJ,Ie 
and war. 

1 o horses are preferab1e to those of HGJ 
fand for the draught; anJ for this pt1rposc tr-.iey 
are much valued all over Europe. The Fle­
mish horses are inferior to the former, ii:i form 
and sp·irit. 

France produces a motley breed of hoTSe~ 
but frw that are valuable. The best of that 
cou-nt-ry come from Limosin; and, befor-e the 
revolution, the French were at a considerable 

.. expence in improving the breed, by the iiLt­
troduction of English horses; but it is s.a.~cl 
t·hat they ·constantly degenerated; probab1w· 
owing to want of. ma..nageme11t, or a more 
slen<leT kind of diet. · 

The Danish ho rses are strong and farge., 
and therefore excellently qualified to draw.­
Some of them are not ill- shaped, and they 
have been succes5fully applied to various pur­
poses. They are extremely vari@us in tl:icir 
c olours, and sometimes they exhibit the,, mos. 
fantastic appearance, being occasionall v spotted 
like a leopard, or streaked like a tiger.' 

By persevering attentio•n and unlimited ex­
pence, English horses are nuw become supe­
rior to those of any other part of the world, 
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i( we combine the various excellent qualities 

they possess. In this island, indeed, the 

breed of horses is as mixed as that of its 

inhabitants. From the frequent introduction 

of foreign horses, we can boast of. a greater 

variety than any other country; ancl by a ju­

dicious mixture of the several species, by the 

happy diversity of our soil, and our skilful 

management, we have brought this valuable 

animal to the highest degree of perfccti@m. 

The English race-horse is allowed to excel the 

Arabian in fleetness, the Barb in perseverance, 

and the Persian in haruiness. Some of our 

racers have been known to pass over eighty­

two feet and a half in a second of time, or a 
mile in a minute; and the annals of New­

market record many heats of four miles, 

which have been performed in little more than 

seven mioutes. However, this superior degree of 

swiftness is the propeny of only a few indivi­

duals; . yet it may be safely affirmed, that our 

coursers in general will beat those of any 

other European country; and no doubt they 

owe many of their most valuable qualities to 

the blood of. the Barb, or the Arab, which 

flows in their veins. 
The hunter is a happy combination of the 

racer, with others of superior strength, but 

inferior fleetness and lineage. This union, in 

fact, is absolutely necessary ; for the fatigues 

of the chase require the spirit of the: one, 
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~s well as the vigour o'f the other, 'to sup­.u rt It. 
k Our common 1oa<l-horses, a-gain, are a m1x­ture of the hunter v-vith the cart-horse, a'r:1& no animals shew more strength and. pcrse,~e­ran.ce ·in travelling, if not tried beyond tbei,r -power. .f\fany of them are capable of carry­ing a full-sized i:nan from fifty to seven miles a <lay, for several ch ys successively, T p-roperly fed, and not too ~uch hurried; bt:. when a long journey-is intended, the average rate of travelling should not exceed seven rnr.l<$ an hour. \Ve have instances, however, ·(.l)f ·m:a. extraordinary degree of fleetness in some we·n­hred road horses. In the year 1745, the post­master of Stretton rode, on differenti hors -along the road to and from London, no l~"'S than two hundr·ed and fifteen miles in eleven. hours and a half, which is more than at the rate of eighteen miles an hour; a.nd, in J u1y,;, 1788, a horse, belonging to a gentleman ~fl London, was trotted, for a wager, thirty rni1es in an hour and twentv-five minutes, which ex­ceeds twenty-one m1les by the hour. Nor~ 'to · the shame of mankind, who use such :a generous animal with wanton cruelty, a,·e these solitary instances of the swiftness of our roadsters: every fool and every brute, who happens to have got a good horse, must be betting upon his performance; and scarcely a week passe without some achiev ment of this 
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kind being record~d in some one of our pro­

vincial papers. 
In regard to our draught-horses, they can­

not be paralleled in any other country, for 

strength, size, ancl activity united. Lon<lon 

furnishes horses that are able to draw, on level 

ground, for a short space, the weight of three 

tons, and could with ease continue half chat 

load. The pack-horses, in Yorkshire, usually 

carry a burden of four hundred and twenty 

pounds, over every inequality of country: 

while some of our mill-horses, from exercise 

and habit, have been found equal to a weight 

of nine hundred pounds an<l upwards-a bur­

den too -great for an or<linary camel. 

As for our cavalry, they seem to partake of 

the martial spirit of their riclers: they are irre­

sistible, when properly trained and conducted. 

vV henever they have had an opportunity of 

being tried with due effect, the enemy has 

been broken by the impetuous charge of our 

squadrcrns; and we have every reason to con­

clu<le, that they ,:i1,·i1l for ever maintain the 

ancient glory they acquired. So early as th e 

invasion of C::esar, indee<l, th<± discipline and 

spirit of the British horse were formidahle.­

The scythed chariots, chiving furiously through 

the ranks of ,var, struck the Roman legions 

with terror. Probably, however, this i-n<lige­

nous breecl is lost; or only seen, in a degene­

rated state, in t11e small horses of \ •Vales and 
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Cornwall., the hobbies of Ireland, and the shelties of Scotland: but of this we are cer­tain, that both our light and heavy horse, at present, are superior to vvhat they could po8-sibly have been at that ~1:.a. The \.Var~horse is tb.1Js happily described by Virgil:-

The fiery courser, when he hears from far The sprightly trumpets. and the ·hours of war, Prick- np his ears, and, tremllling ll'i~h delight, Shifts place, an<l paws, and hopes the prornis'd fight. On his ri~ht should r, his tllick mane reclin'd, Ruffles at speed, and dances ·n the wind. Ili. hor.ny h~of: ar · jetty, black, and roun<l; 'flis chine i double: starting with a boun<l, He turns the tmf, and shakes the so lid ground. Fire from his eyes, clouds from bis nostrils .fl~w; He bears his rider headlong on tl~c foe. 
Under the Anglo-Saxon monarchy., it is evident that English horses must have been an o bject of consider tion among foreig;ners.-1 r umbers of them were exported to -the con­tinent, and sold at very high prices, notwith­standing a prohibitory law, which, with some variation, has been in force ever since the reign. of A rhelstan. 
In the reign of King Stephen, London alone is aid to have contained tv,enty chou­sand horses; but, in the rime of Elizabeth, the number was so much rcdu eel, that the whole kingdom coul<l not supply two thou­s:m<l horses for he cavalry. At present, how­ever, the number are jnfmitely greater tha1 
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4lt any former period; for, 011 a moderate c~l­
culation, should the exigencies of the country 
Jrequire it, one hundred thou 'anJ horses migJi~ 
~e found, adapted, with proper training,. for th 
pta.rposes of war. 

\Ve will now advert to some farther par­
ticulars relative to the natural history of the 
D1'0rlie; for a volume might easily be written 
on this fertile subject. 

According to the degree of cultivation_ be­
stowed on them, horses either improve or de­
generate in form and ~ize; but sagacity and 
docrfity are qualities inherent in them, under 
every change of circumstances. 

Tho~1gh possesse<l· of strength that might 
set t<hem above human contrnul, they seldom 
cxer.t it to the prejudice of their masters; on 
the contrary, they endure the greatest fatigue 
wi-th patient resignation. They have benevo­
lent dispositions, and seem to take a pleasure 
in the pursuits of their owners . . The hunter 
is delighted with the chase, an<l the war-horse 
is iinspired with the spirit of his rider. The 
tvriter of this has a horse that, after having 
been trained for some time in a troop of 
rn.Junteer cavalry 1 was so fond of the exer­
:ise, that, no s6oner were his accoutrements 
~ut on, than he was ready to rush out of the 
table, and to follow the soun<l of the trum­
iCt; but when sad<lkd for riding, he was 
1erely passive. 

, 
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But though the horse evidently receives sa­

tisfaction from plea~ing and being useful, he 
is not unconscious of injury and injustice.­
He knows his benefactor, and his enemy, and 

,vill sometimes show his sense of both by cer­
tain demonstrations. Dennis Rolle, Esq. the 

father of the present Lord Rolle, informs us­

" that a baronet, one of whose hunters had 

never tired in the longest chase, once encon­

rage<l the cruel thought of attempting com­
pletely to fatigue him. After a long chase, 
therefore, he dined, and, again mounting, 

rode him furiously among the hills. When 

brought back to the stable, his strength ap­

peared exhausted, and he was scarcely able 

to walk. The groom, possessed of more feel­
ing than his brutal master, could not refrain 

from tears, at the sight of such a noble animal 

thus sunk down. The master, some time af­
ter, entered the stable, when the horse made a 
furious spring upon him, and, had not the 

groom interfered, would certainly have dis­
patched him." 

Were a few more examples of this kind to 

take place, it would teach the unfeeling to 

treat a valuable servant with kindness, and 

not wantonly to exact what is willingly paid 
But it is not only in _demanding more than h 

is able to perform, that a horse is ill used 

docking, nicking, cropping, and applying re 

hot shoes to his feet, are barbarities to whic~ 

I 
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there is no temptation, and for which no Jus­
tification can be made. 

- A horse, if well manage<l, will live forty or 
fifty years. One belonging to a field-officer, 
in 1115', at the time of the re],ellion in Scot­
land, died only in the year 1160; ancl we 
might produce similar instances of longevity, 
though the general period of a hor~e's life is 
between twenty and twenty-five years. 

The mare goes eleven months and some 
days with young: she suckles her foal with 
fondness, and defends it from injury with a 
mild but firm res()lution~'". 

The horse is subject to various diseases, bnt 
these m·ore frequently" arise from ill treatment 
than from nature. Fortunately, his cure is 
now taken out' of the hands of ignorant far­
riers, and assigned to men ,ivho have studied 
his anatomy and his constitution. 

* For various interesting views of the horse, l1is quaJi 4 

tics, and history, we beg leave to refer our juYenile readers 
to " Memoirs of Dick, the Little Poney, supposed to be 
written h>y Himself." 
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THE ASS. 

THAT neglected and degraded quadruped, 
the Ass, whose very name is used as a term of 
reproach, has, as is well known, long slouch­
ing ears, a short mane, and a tail covered with 
long hairs at the end. The body is usually of 
an ash colour, with a black list down the pack, 
and a black bar over the shoulders, forming 
the figure of a cross. 

In his external appearance, and the struc­
ture of his bones, the ass bears a strong re­
semblance to the horse; but the species are 
J>erfectly distinct, and nature has drawn an in -
separable line between them, by rendering their 
mixed produce barren. 

The ass is found wild in the mountainous 
c1eserts of Tartary, the southern parts of In­
rlia and Persia, and in some parts of Africa. 
In a state of nature, it is a large, lively, and 
beautiful animal, compared with the same spe­
cies when domesticated. \Vhen pur ued, it 
w ill frequently outstrip the fleetest- courser, 
and is more commonly taken by artifice than 
by force or swiftness. It is hunted both for 
its flesh and its skin; the former is esteemed 
very delicious food, by 5everal nations; and of 
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the latter, shagreen is manufactured. The 
part of the hide chiefly used for this purpose 

, grows about the rump, but the granulation it 
receives is artificial. In Persia, this manufac­
ture is considered as of some importance; and 
indeed every part of the skin of the ass may 
he applied to various useful purposes, such as 
leaves of pocket-books, drums, and shoes. 

The Persians so highly esteem the flesh 
of this quadruped, that its delicacy is even 
become proverbial among them. The wild 
animal is said, by those who have tasted ir, to 
be sufficiently savoury; but the flesh of the 
tame ass is more dry, tough, and disagreeable, 
than even that of the horse, and, in Europe at 
least, is seldom used as an article of food. 

Wild asses live in separate herds, each con­
sisting of a chief, with several females and 
colts. A male always takes upon him the 
guardianship of the society, and watches with 
the greatest attention. If a hunter approaches, 
the centinel makes a circuit round him, as if 
to reconnoitre ; and, if he sees cause to ap­
prehend danger, he flies off with impetuosity, 
and is followed by the whole herd. 

The sense of hearing and smelling, in wild 
asses, is so exquisite, that it is with the utmost 
difficulty they can be approached; and when 
they are caught in pit-falls, it requires much 
1ahour to tame them, and to render them fit 
fo r domestic purposes. They prefer the salt-

c ij 
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est plants of the deserts, anJ, next to them, 
they seem attached to vegetah]es which yield 
a bitter milky juice. The hunters generally 
lie in wait for them near the ponds of brack­
ish ,~1ater, to which these animals resort to 
drink. 

Before the discovery of America, the ass 
seems to have been en'tirely unknown on that 
continent. That country, however, appears 
to be peculiarly favourable for their propaga-­
tion; for ~·here they have been permitted to 
run wild, they have multiplied so quick, that, 
in many places, they have become a nuisance. 
In the kingdom of Quito, the proprietors of 

- the land suffer any person to carry off as 
many as he can seize, on paying a small con­
sideration, in proportion to the numher of 
days the hunting, or rather snaring, is conti­
nued. 

On these occasions, the following method 
is commonly adopted. A number of planters, 
on horseback, attended by Indians, on foot, 
proceed to the proper place. ,vhen they have 
fixed on the spot of operation, they form a 
circle, in order to drive the asses into some 
valley, where, at full speed, they throw a 
noose, and endeavour to halter , them. The 
animals, finding them5elves surroun<led, make 
very furious efforts to escape; ·and if only one 
can force his way, the rest follow with irresis­
tible impetuosity. ,vhen noosed, however, 
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the hunters throw them dovim, and secure 
them, till the chase is over. Then, in order 
to bring ·them away with more facility, they 
generally couple the capti".es with tame asses; 
but this is performed with great difficulty, and 
they frequently wound the persons who un­
der.take to manage them. After carrying the 
first load, however, their spirit seems broken,. 
and they contract 1that passive disposition and 
dull aspect which is so peculiar to the asinine 
species. , 

· It is remarkable, that, in their native pas­
tures, they will not suffer a horse to appear 
within their limits. Should he happen only 
to stray where they graze, the whole herd fall 
upon him, and, without allowing_ him the op­
tion of flying, they bite and· kick him till he is 
left dead on the ficeld. , 

Thus it is obvious, that the ass is naturally 
swift, fierce, a11d formidable; but, when ta--
med, he presents a very different picture.- , 
The moment its original liberty is lost, it 
seems to relinquish every claim to indepen­
dence, and assumes a meakness and submission 
even humbler than its servile situation,. It is 
the most patient of all domestic quadrupeds, ' 
ancl suffers with constancy, if not with cou- ' 
rage, all tl-\e ill-treatment which cruelty and 
caprice undeservedly inflict. It is extremely 
temperate, as well with regard to the quantity 
as the quality of it, provision~, being sa.tisfied 

" -Ciij 
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with the most neglected ·weeds, and making its 
humble repast on what the horse, the cow, and 
the sheep, refos~. It will eat thistles and bri­
ers, and if it shews a predilection for any 
vegetable, it is for plantane. But, though 
indifferent about food, it is peculiarly deli­
cate in its drink, tasting only of the clearest 
stream. It seems afraid of wetting its feet, 
and, even when loa<led, will turn aside to 
avoid the dirty parts of the road: it never , 
rolls in the mud, and is naturally a cleanly 
animal. • 

\Vhen young, the ass possesses a great de­
gree of sprightliness and beauty; but it soon 
loses those agreeable qualities, and becomes 
slow, stupid, aml frequently obstinate. Its 
only ardour, which is extreme, is shewn for 
its mate: in other respects, it is rather the pas­
sive instrument of our will, than the architect 
of its own destiny. Yet it shevvs a partiality 
for its owner, by whom it is too often abused: 
it scents him at a considerable distance, dis­
tinguishes him from othe1 s in a crnwd, and 
seems to know the roads he has p:i5sed, -and 
the place where he sojourns. When over­
loaded, it shows its sense of injury, by hang­
ino- down its head and flapping its ears; an<l, 
when too hard pressed, it opens its mouth, and 
draws back its lips with a ghastly grin. lf 
blinded, it will remain motionless, however 
easy it might be to Temove the impediments 
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_· that hinder its sight. It walks, trots, anJ gal­

lnps,. lik e a horse; but, though it sets out very 

freely, it · is soon tired, and reguires to be 

manage_d with some address, to make it pro• 

ceed. Ill usage onf y confirms its obstinacy ; 

neither the whip nor the cudgel can make it 

move, when it has once become sullen: but 

this does not arise from any defect in its con­

stitution and temper, for it i5 capable of being 

trained with the same facility as some other 

quadrupeds; an<l several, aIJimais of this kind 

have been rendered sufficient! y sagacious and _ 

·active to be exhibited as public spectacles.­

Pennant relates, that he was much diverted at 

seeing a public combat between an ass and a 

dog, in Paris. The dog attempted in vain to 

seize the as.s, while the latter sometimes caught 

the former in its mouth, and sometimes :Bung 

him under its knees and pressed him, till at 

last he was forced to yield. 

It is the misfortune of this quadruped, that 

his value is overlooked in the superior quali­

ties of the horse, and that, in this country more 

· especially, he falls to the lot of the lowest rus- , 

t1cs and the most barbarous jobbers. When 

he has the happiness to meet with a humane 

master, he well repays his kindness. 

An old man, who used to retail vegetables . 

round the streets of London, made use of an 

ass to carry the baskets, containing the com .. 

modities in which he dealt.. Considering the 
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animal as an useful partner in his toils, he fre ... quently gave it a handful of bay, a piece of bread, or some unsaleable greens, hy w'J.y of reward ·an<l refreshment. in consequence of this, he became so docile, that his master had no occasion to goad him on; he adv::rnced and stopped at a word. This being noticed hy a gentleman, the old man w:i.s asked, if his ass was always so tractabl e, a:1<l if he \Vas not apt to be stubborn? " Ah, master," said h~, " it is of no use to he cruel; and, as for stubborn­ness, I have little reason to complain, for he is ready to do any thing, and to go any where: I bred him myself. He is sometimes skittish and playful, and one<:; ran away from me.­You wili hardly believe ir, but there \vere more than fifty people after him, attempting to stop him, but in vain; when, on looking back and seeing me, he ran up, 1nd kindly placed his head in my bosom." In a variety <?f situations, in<lee<l, and un­der numerous circumstances, the ass might be rendered of essential use to us, were we at any pains to improve the breed. He is .not only more hardy than the horse, but subject to fewer diseases. He may be kept at a tenth part of the expence, and is capable of being used with advantage where a horse could not tread. 

The manner in which asses descend the ,precipices of the Alps, ~r the Andes, deserves 
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to be noticed, while we are recording the his­

tory of this animal. In the passes of those 

mountains, there .are often on one side steep 

eminences, and on the other frightful abysses; 

and, as thgse generally follow the direction 

of tbe mountain, the road forms at every 

little interval, steep declivities of several hun­

clred yards. These can only be descended by 

asses, and the animals themselves seem sen­

sihle of their danger, by the caution they use. 

When they come to the edge of one of these 

descents, they naturally stop, and no, force 

can make them p!'Oceed. They seem to con­

template the danger that lies before .them, and 

to prepar~ themselves for the encounter.­

At last, having formed their plan, they place 

their fore feet in a posture, as if they were 

stopping themselves; next, they put their hind 

feet close, but a little forward, as if thev were 

to lie down. In this attitude, thcy-sli<le, down 

with the rapidity of an arrow, while the rider 

has on1y to keep his seat on the saddle, without 

checking the rein, or in the least disturbing the 

equilibrium of his beast, which would be fatal 

to both . 
Such is their address in these rapid and 

dangerous descents, that they follow exactly 

the different windings of the road, as if they 

ha<l previou :;\ / settled in their minds the route 

they were ro take. Some asses, after being 

long used to these journeys, acquire a c_on-
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siderable share of reputation and skill, and, in 
consequence, their value is greatly enhanced. 

The Spaniards seem to pay more regard to 
this animal than any other European nation. 
The asses of that country are large, strong, 
elegant, and stately, frequently reaching near­
ly fifteen hands in height, and fetching the 
price of one hundred guineas and upwards.­
Several of our nobility have contrived to im­
port a Spanish he-ass, and by such means 
have raised an excellent breed of mules. At 
Blenheim some very beautiful animals of this 
kind may be seen; while their size, com­
pared with other animals of the kind that are 
seen grazing round them, is noble and at­
tractive. 

The ass seems originally to have been a na­
tive of Arabia and other parts of the East; 
and warm climates still produce the largest 
and the ·best. In some of the oriental coun­
tries, they are not degraded as wit·h us to the 
-service of the poor, but they are used by per­
sons of rank and fortune, for pleasure and 
for journeys. Egypt has a very excellent 
breed, much superior to that of Spain. In the 
principal streets of Cairo, asses stand ready 
bridled an<l saddled for hire, and answer the 
purpose of our hackney-coaches. The owner 
accompanies his ass, go·1d~ him on, and calls 
out to foot pi.1ssenger. to make way. These 
nnimals are regulary curried and ,vashe<l, 
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,vhich renders their coat smooth, soft, and 
glossy. Their natural pace is a c~mter or gal­
lop; and without fatiguing his rider, the ass 
will carry him rapidly over the large plains, 
which lie between the different pans of this 
straggling city. 

The emigration of the ass, from the warm 
climates of the East, has been verv slow ; and 
though it is now naturalized iri the British 
islands, and is found in every part of them, 
except perhaps the north of Scotland, the 
breed seems to have been extinct in the reign 
of Elizabeth. Holingshed informs . us, that, 
in his time, " our lande did yeelde no asses." 
We are not, however, to suppose that they 
were unknown in this country till after that 
period; for mention is made of them so early 
as the reign of Ethelred, and again in the reign 
of Henry III. 

In Sweden, the ass is still considered as a 
curiosity; nor does it appear that it has yet 
·:reached Norway. Indeed, as has been already 
remarked, •it arrives at the greatest perfec tion 
in hot climates, an<l is only partially known 
in the cold. 

In England, both the soil and temperat\lre 
are excellently adapted for its nature, but the 
horse almost universally supersedes it; and it 
is probable, that the wh ole race w ould have 
again become extinct, h a<l n ot the m edicinai 
qualities of its milk tempted the avarice of 
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mankind to suffer it to live. This salutary 
liquid, in several cases, is esteemed the most 
sovereign, as well the most innocent, of all 
prescriptions. It is very nourishing and ab­
stergent; and, from the difficu1ty with which 
it curdles, it sits easy on the weakest stomach. 
Asses milk is frequently prescribed in hectic 
complaints, in internal abscesses, and all cases 
of debility. "\1/hen topically applied, it renders 
the gums firm, alleviates the anguish of the 
gout, and gives the face a p1easing whiteness. 
The ass attains its full growth at four or five 
yea rs of age, and commonly lives to between 
twenty an0 twenty-five. Vl e have sufficient 
authority, however, for saying, that it so_me­
times rea.ches upwards of forty years, as an ass, 
which had been employed to draw up the wa­
ter from a well in Carisbrook Castle, was 
known to have been daily u sed for that pur­
pose for the period we have mentioned, and it 
was probably four or five yca.r.s ol<l before it 
began its labour. 

The she-ass brings forth in the twelfth month. 
In defence of her young, she disp1ays the most 
determined resolution; and neither danger nor 
difficulty will deter her from discharging her 
maternal duty. The ass sleeps very little, and 
never lies down, ~xcept when completely ex­
haus ted: in short, it;1s one of the most persever­
ing and economical of qua<lrupe<ls, and deserves 
a better fate thau it genrrally experiences. 
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THE Mule is a m01i.grel kind of animal~ 
usually generated between an ass and a mare, 
and sometimes between a horse and a she ass. 
'I'ho1ie of the first lineage are most esteemed; 
yet, in either case, the form and qualities of 
the ass predominate. 

1 he mule is a powerful and useful animal, 
extreme! y sure-footed, and therefore well 
adapted for mountainous and stony countries .. 
It will live upwards of thirty years, and seems 
exempted from many diseases incident to both. 
its parents; but, by an unerring rule of na­
ture, • it is marked with certain sterility, in. 
order to prevent those monstrous productions; 
which a mixture of different animals would 
give rise to. indeed, the barr"ier is generally 
preserved pure arid distinct between different 
species, and the instances are few in which it 
is overstepped; but when, as in the present 
case, there is a deviation from the estahlished 
course, it can go no farther than one gene­
ration, ·and nature returns to her former chan­
nel, or knows the limits which she cannot 
pas~" 
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THE OX. 

IN the common acceptation of the term, 
Ox, it denotes black cattle in general, without 
regard to sex. 

The most obvious characteristics of this 
genus of quadrupeds are, that the horns bend 
out laterally, and that the skin along the 
lower side of the neck is pendulous. The 
colours of the-ox kind are extremely various; 
they are reddish, black, white, grey, dun, 
and spotted. The face is often white, and 
the rest of the bo<ly of a -different colour; in 
a word, like all animals which have been 
long under the care of man, and whose breed 
has frequently been mixed, both the form and 
colour vary without en<l. Virgil thus de­
scribes the cow which was most esteemed in 
his days:-

The mother cow must wear a low'ring look, 
Sour headed, strongly ncok'd, to bear the yoke. 
}Ier double dewlap from her chin descends, 
And at ber thighs the pond'rous burden ends. 
Long are her sides, and large j her limbs are great; 
Tw·ugf1 are her ears, and broad her horny feet; 
Her colour shining black, but fleck'd with white, 
She tosses from the yoke, provokes the fight : 
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5i,e ·rises i_n her gait, is free from fears, 

And in her face a bull's resemblance bears: 

Iler ample forehead with a star is crown'd; 

And with her length of tail she sweeps the ground. 

Of all ruminating animals, or those that 

chew the cud, the cow holds the first rank, 

both in beauty and general utility. She is 

more particular! y the i)oor man's blessing, and 

equally constitures his riches and support.­

Her milk is the most proper nourishment for 

his chiidren; the butter she produces yields 

him assistance in finding other necessaries; 

and, if he cannot ·afford to eat he'I'tl-esh when 

dead, ihe contributes very much to his com­

fort when living. 
Animals of the cow kind are patient and 

peaceable, of a middle character, between stu­

pidity and docility; they are affectionate to 

their young, and e\·en capable of some degree 

of attachm,ent to those who use them kind­

ly. Bulls, indeed, are sometimes so ferocious, 

as to attack and g?re without provocation; 

but it is seldom that the cow and the bullock 

molest any one. The natural character of 

all ruminating animals is evidently mild and 

pacific: they are destitute of tusks and claw ; 

and, though their horns are formidable weapons 

of defence, they are not often use<l. 

These animals are in their greatest vigour 

between the age of three and nine years.­

After the latter period, the teeth begin to grow 

D ij 
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black and irregular, and consequently the fo_od is chewed with more difficulty. Thus, in the midst of plenty, the cow will decline, from this single cause, and, gradually becoming emaciated, a,t length would expire, were it not rare that she is ~llowed to reach the extreme · bounds of life~ 

The teeth and horns, indeed, indi~ate the age of this quadruped: the latter, however, furnish the most certain crjterion. At three years of age the horns fall off, and are sup­plied by a permanent set, which every year afterwards lengthen, and acquire a· new ring at their bases; so that, by adding three years to the number of those annulatio-11s, the age may b~ exactly ascertained, 
The English breed of cows has been so greatly improved by a foreign mixture, that "ve cannot, with any degree of certainty, point out the original stoc~ in these ~slands.­Thosc that may be .supposed to have been purely l3dtish, are much s~naller tqan the black cattle ln the northern parts of the continent of Europe. The Highlands of Scotland furnish a small breed, many· of which, the males ?,S well as the females, are destitute of horns. The W ~lch cattle aµd those of Corm,vqll are of a l~rger size, and are evidently a distinct variety. Those of Lincolnshire, which grow to a great size, appear to have been, introduced from Holstein ; aml the large hornless cattle, w hi-ch 







THE OX, 41 

are bred in some of the English counties, 

originally came from Poland. The Leicester­

shire breed, which owes so much to the skill 
and attention of 1-1r. Bakewell, is deservedly 

esteemed. 
Not three centuries ago, Scotland contained 

a wild race of cattle of a pure white colour, 

which, if we may believe BoethiuS: had manes 

like lions. Mr. Pennant says, he cannot but 

give credit to the relation, having seen, in the 

parks of Drumlanrig, in Scotland, and of Chil­

lingham, near Berwick-upon-T~eed, herds of 

cattle, which were probably derived from this 

sav;;i.ge breed. They had lost their manes, but 

retained their colour and fierceness. It ap­

pears, however, that this curious race is now 

extinct in Scotland; but, in the Earl of Tnn­

kerville's park, at Chitlingham, some of them 

are still to be found. Their colour is invariably 

white, with the muzzle black, and the whole 

inside of the ear and about one-third part of 
the outsi·<le, from the tip downwards, red.­

Their horns are white, with black tips, very 

fine, and bent downwards. Oxen of this 

breed will weigh, on an average, fifty stone,, 

of fourteen pounds each ; and cows, about 

thirty stone. 
On the approach of a stranger, they set off 

in full gallop, and, at the distance of two or 
three hundred yards, wheel round, and oold ... 

ly advance, as if to reconnoitre the object ot 

Diij 
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their surprise. On the least motion, bowc, ever, they again ga1lop off1 but not to the same distance,' and return in a more menacing sty le than before. This they do repeatedly, till they come within a few yards of the in­truder, who generally thinks it prudent not to provoke them any farther. 

Formerly these animals were hunted with great pomp1 and not without some danger ; bu1 now the park-keeper shoots them, when wanted, with a rifle gun. When any of them happens to be wounded, or is grown weak and feeble through age or sickness, the rest of the herd set upon and gore it to death. 
Frequent mention js made of the· savage nature of our wild cattle, by old writers. In chasing an animal of this kind, we are told that King Robert Bruce was saved from its fury by the intrepidity of one of his courtiers, from which exploit he and his lineage ac­quired the name of Turnbull, Fitz-Stephen, in his hjstory of London,,mentions these ani­mals as being found in a forest, which, in his time, lay adjacent to London. 

In short, in ~lmost every part of the world, some variety of the cow is to be found, eith~r in a wild or a domestic srnte; and no animal is mor!:! subject to variations from food and · _,-41mate. Among the Eluth Tartars, whefe the pastures are remarkably rich and nourish­ing, the cow grows to sucp. an amazing size'.) 
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that a tall man can sea reel y touch the tip of 

its shoulder. In other countries again, where 

grass is scanty, it dwindles to the smallest 

dimensions. The variations in size, however, 

are less remarkable than in form; and hence 

some naturalists have considered that as a 

species, which was only a strongly-marked 

variety. Thus the wild cow and the tame, 

the animal pecu1iar to Europe, and that to 

Asia, Africa, and America; the bonasus, the 

urus, the bison, and the zebu, notwithstand­

ing the diversity of rheir appearance, are all 
one and the same; they generate with each 

other, and, in the course of a few generations, 

the original distinctions become lost. 

Of all animals, therefore, man alone ex• 

cepred, the cow is 111ost extensivdy diffused . . 

It appears equally adapted to endure the ex-, 

tremes of heat and cold; it inhabits the fro­

zen fields of Iceland as well as the burning 

deserts of Lybia; and is one of the greatest 

blessings of Providence to the human race.­

In India, indeed, .it is the object of pecqliar 

veneration. The Gentoos duly appreciat~ its 

utility, and their gratitude leads them to ;:i. 

species of idolatry, which, as it arises from 

a good principle, is as much fo be pitied as 

condemned. 
In this country, the ox is the only horned 

animal which applies its strength for the ser­

vice of mapkind; ancl i~ would be e~tremely 
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conducive to the interest of the community, as well as of individuals, if this quadruped were more frequently employed. Certain it is, that, in many cases, oxen would perform the duty of horses with full effect; while it should be taken into the account, that their subsistence is much cheaper, that they are less obnoxious to di seases, and, that when age puts a perio<l to their labour, their flesh is still equally valuable as when young. On the contrary, the value of a horse is constantly diminishing, after he has past his prime; and, at last, he is reduced to the trivial worth of his skin. 

But it is not merely for their labour that black cattle are to be prized. Every part of them may be applied to some beneficial pur­pose; and each has its particular use. Boots, shoes, and other conveniences of life, are pro­duced from its hide. Vellum is ma<le of calf's skin, and gold-beater's skin is formed either of a thin vellum, or the finer parts of the intestines of the ox. The hair mixed with lime is a very necessary ingredient in mortar, and it is also used in various manufactures.­Of the horns, are ma<le combs, plates for lanterns, said to have been the invention of -King Alfred, handles of knives, boxes, cups, and various other usefu1 articles. Carr.enter's glue is manufactured from the chips of the hoofs and the parings of the raw hides.-
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·The bones are used as a substitute for ivory; 

and from the feet is procured an oil, which 

answers many useful purpoi:;es. The blood is 

said to be an excellent manure for fruit-trees, 

anrl forms the basis of Prussian blue. Our 

artificial light is, in a great mc:a::;urc, derived 

from the fat and suet of this animal~ The 

gall, liver, and spleen, have likewise their re­

spective uses; and, as for milk, which the 

cow yields in such abundance, and from which 

butter and cheese arc made, its value is so 

great and so obvious, that it would be an in­

sult to the weakest undcrfstanding to expatiate 

on this subject. 
The cow goes nine months with young-, 

and shews much natural solicitude for her 

calf; but it is seldom that ~he enjoys the satis­

faction of bestowing all her milky treasures 

upon it, or of being allowed ro rear it to that 

age in which it w~ulcl be capable of providing 

for itself. 
The breath of the cow is exquisitely sweet ; 

and she is one of the most interesting object 

in a farm-yard, particularly when yidqing he:­

µ1il~ at th~ rail. 
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THE SHEEP. 

THIS genus is characterized by horns, t\·i:,,ist­ed spirally, hollow, and pointing· backwards, . and by its having eight cmting teeth in the ]owe,r, and nine in · the upper jaw. The first character, however, does not belong to all the varieties of this animal, as several of them are without horns. 
The sheep kind are very generally diffL1sed, and perhaps of all domestic animals none are so extensively beneficial to mankind. Others may excel it; strength, docility, and dignity of character; but the sheep supplies us both with fo od and clothing, and therefore is in--. dispensable to our comforts, and almost to our existence. 

Of all quadrupeds, the sheep, in their pre­sent domestic state, are the most innocent and defenceless. Long accusLOmcd to depend on ~an for support, they appear to resign them­selves to h is will, and to have few instincls, except what are necessary for the presen· ation a nd continuance of the race. They tremble at the voice of the shepherd or bis dog, and9 c ontrary to the ch:iracters of the h orse and the GO\v, arc more awed by the latter than the 

l 
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former. But nature is not to be blamed for 

being niggardly of her gifts to this animal.­

The mouffion, which is a sheep in the wild 

and original state, is at once intrepid and fleet. 

It can escape by its swiftness, from the most 
powerful of its enemies; and, to the weaker, 

it can oppose with effect, the arms which na­

ture has given it. Surrounded with dangers, 

and alanned with unceasing hostilities, these 

animals spend a considerable part of their 1i ves 

in attempting to elude their foes; a11d, by such 

exercrse, they acquire a degree of fleetness, of 

activity and address, which is never witnessed 

in the passive creatures which have .all their 

wants supplied, and are protected from annoy­

ance, by human care. 
Even on the extensive mountains where 

sheep range almost without controul, and 
where they seldom depend on the aid of the 

shepherd, they exhibit a very different con­

duct from such as are daily tended and pen:- -

ncd. In these situations, a ram or a wedder 

will holdly attack a single dog, and often 

come off victorious. But, when the danger 

is alarming, like man, they have recourse to 

the collected strength of the whole flock.-

0 n such occasions, they draw up in martial 

array, with no small share of judgment, 

placing the females and the young m the 

centre, while the males occupy the foremost 

ranks, keeping in close battalion. Thus an 
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armed front is presented on all qt!artcrs; nor can the assailant provoke the combat, without the danger of <lestruction. In this pos ure, they wait the approach of the enemy with firmness; nor does their courage faii when the attack commences; for, when the aggressor advances within a few yards of the l111e, the rams clan upon him \,Vith such impetuosity, as to lay him dead at their feet, unless be is pru­dent enoug_h to save himself by flight. N ei­ther single dogs nor single foxes can prevail against a flock, when thus embattled. An individu~l ram, indeed, will often engage a bull; and, owing to the hardness . of his forehead, and the opportunit y he bas of pushing between the wide horns of his ant3.gonist, he seldom fails to conquer. 

In the mountainous parts of \Vales, w1 ere sheep necessarily enjoy a great share of liberty and independence, they associ2.te in small par­ties of about a dozen., and 2lwa ,rs place one of their number as a sentinel, to v-1arn them of danger. Before any person can approach, the sentinel is · on the alert, watches his mo­tions, and, if he suspects annoyance, he imme­rliately alarms his comrades by a loud hiss or whistle, several times repeated, when the whole party sco~r away with great agility, and seek shelter in the most inaccessible parts of the mountains. 
Indeed, our domestic sheep are not so s u~ 
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p1d and degenerated as some natura1ists have 
represented them. Thev still continue to be 
social, the flock follo~s the ram, as their 
leader, and he generally exerts himself with 
courage and effect in their defence ag·ainst 
strange do~s, or other hostile animals. The 
mutual affection wh· h subsists between the 
ewe and her progeny, is as strongly marked 
~.sin other quadrupeds. She suckles it with 
fondness; and, though she 1s not able to pro­
tect it against an enenty of superior power 
and address, she does 1iot tame] y ab'andon it 
to danger, or_ speedily forget it. It is temark ... 
able, that a_ ewe will distinguish her lamb 
among hundreds, where we, perhaps, could 
not perceive the least difference, and, for 
some time at least, '"'ill resist the advances 
of the young of another, and at last yields 
only, when she despaits of recovering her 
own. 

A lamb, separated from the flock, and 
brought up by the hand, often displays con.:. 
siderable docility and attachment. Admit­
ted to a degree of intimacy with mankind, 
it will sometimes play several frolics, and 
butt against its benefactors; but the general 
inoffensiveness of its manners recommends it · 

· so strongly to human affection, that it is 
. usually a_particular favoui-ite with infancy and 
youth. 

The ewe goes about five months with 
E 
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young, and, with proper man:1gernent, may 
be made to yean at any season of the year.­
She produces one, two, and., occasionally., 
three at a -birth; but seldom more than once 
within the year. 

It is observable of sheep, that they drink 
very l~ttle.. For tliis reason, they will thrive 
on the mountains and upland downs, whc-re 
water is scarcely within their reach; and, :in­
deed, they seem to ddight im dry situations, 
which equally contribute ,t,o .the -flavour 'Of 
their flesh, and the fineness of their wool.­
They are subject to various diseases; but, 
'-should they escape both these or violence, the 
,duration of their life is sel<lOLu beyo.n<l twelve 
or thirteen years. 

Pastoral descriptions, have, from the ear­
liest ages, delighted the heart of man. The 
shepherd an<l his pipe recal ideas of innocen-ce 
and simplicity, on whi-ch we are pleased to 

. indulge; but, in this country, fiction supplies 
the place of reality. In many parts of the 
Alps, however, and even in some of the pro­
vinces of France, the flock is penned e\"'ery 
evening, to preserve them from the atta.cks of 
wolves; and, at sun-set, the shepherd begins 
playing on his pipe, while the flock follows 
him, apparently charmed with the sound.­
Thus, some traces of Arcadian life still exist: 
the shepherd there is• the owner of the flock, 
aQd he enjoys, with more than mercenary 



THE SHEEP. 51 
feehngs, their welfare and security> while they 
seem to participate in his delight. ~ 

It does not c1,ppear that the breed of sheep 
was cultivated among the ancient Britoi1s·.­
The inhabitants of the interior parts of this 
island were en ti rely naked, or clothed on 1 y 
,vith skins. In process of time, however,. 
their inrercourse with the more civilized in­
habitants of the col"ltinent, taught · them the 
use of woollen garments; but it was long be- . 
fore they knew how to manufucmre them ~ 
though the woollen manufacture has now,. for 
ages.~ been a principal source of the riches of 
England. Henry IL actuated hy true policy,. 
forbade the use of any other except E·nglish 
wool, in the making of doth; but, notwith­
standing this injunction, the weaving, business 
pr.oceeded so slowly, that Edward II L was 
obliged to permit the importation of foreign 
cloth, ~t the commencement of hi1: reign.­
But, by enco,ura:ging foreign artificers to set­
tle rn Eng}and, an<l instruct the nahves _ in 
their trade, he was, in the sequel, enabled to 
rec:al hjs permission. 

l\lany- salutary laws passed at suc:ceed;ng 
intervals, operated, by dcgree-s, to the estab­
lishment of this valuable trade in England.­
But the .full dawn of its prosperity is to be 
dated from the reign of Queen Eliz~beth,. 
w hen the tyranny of the Duke of Alva, m t4~ 

E ij 
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Netherlands, drove ·many of the artificers into 
this cou ntry, and who well repaid the protec­
tion they received, by founding that immense 
manufacture we now carry on, and in which 
we are unrivalled, hoth in the fineness ?nd du-
rability of our fabrics. . 

Indeed, no country on earth is so well $Up­
p1 ied with every sort of materials necessary in 
the clothing business, as Britain; and, though 
the sheep of this island have not uniformly 
fine fleeces, they are all serviceable 111 some 
particular branches of the manufacture. · The 
c ounties of Hereford and Devon, and the 
Cotsvvold Hills, are celebrated for producing 
fleeces of an excellent quality. Lincolnshire 
an<l vVarwickshire breed ve ry la.rge sheep, · 
whose £eeces excel, hoth in quantity and qua­
lity. The fleeces of the northern parts of the 
k ingdom are, in general, inferior to those of 
the south. In Yorkshire, where the clothing 
manufacture is extremely flourishing, much 
wool is produced, which, mixe<l with that im­
ported from Spain, js 1Jsed in some of their 
finest fabrics. 

Wales produces a coarse wool, which, how­
ever, is well adapted for flannels, the prevail-
ing manufacture of the conntry. · . 

In Scotland, the breed of sheep, as well as · 
th eir fleeces, vary. In Shetland, the Isles, ,. 
.a nd some parts of the Highlands, the animaL 
?.f~ small, but their fleeces are peculi:ul y fine ~ 
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and, by the in<lefa ti gable attention of Sir 
John Sinclair, the founder of the Agricultu­
rnl Society, and other patriotic gentlemen, so 
many new light-s have been thrown on the 
breeding of sheep, and the improving of their 
fleeces, that, in process of time, the greatest 
benefit must infallibly result to individuals and 
the public. 

Sheep-shearirg is always a season of fes. 
iivity and joy. It usuaily takes place early 
in J upe; and premiums and public meetings 
l1ave lately signalized it. Thomson thus beau­
tifully describes the process of washing and 
shearing:-

Urg'a to the giddy brink, ffil'lCIJ is the to1I, 
The clamour mucli, of men, and boy., and dogs-, _ 
Ere the soft-, fearful people, to the flood 
Commit their woolly sides. 
• . . . . • . • . . . . Then, as tlrey spread 
Their swelling treasures to the sunny ray, 
Inly disturlld, and wond'ring what this wild 
Outrageous tumult means, their loud complaints 
The country fill; and, toss'd frnm rock to rock, 
Incessant bleatings run around the l1ills. 
At last, of bnowy whiter the galher'd flocks 
Are in the wattled pen innumerous press'd, 
Head above head, and, rang'd, iu lusty rows, 
The shepherds sit, and whet the so1mding shears. 
Behold, where bound, and of its robe bereft, 
Dy ne edy man, th at all-depe:1dent hJrd, 
How meek, how patient, the mild creature lies ! 
What softness in his melancholy face! 
\\'hat dumb comptainiog innocence appe ars! -

E iU 
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Woolly , sheep, however, are on1y found 
in Europe and some of the temperate provin­
ces of Asia. When transported into warmer 
·countries, their wool degenerates into hair, 
and·, in extreme cold climates, they suffer an 
equal change. 

Few parts of the sheep are useless in hu­
m.an economy. The fleece supplies us with 
clothes, and the flesh is one of the most 
wholesome and delicate kinds of food.­
Gloves are made of the skin, -as well as 
parchment, and the covers of books. The 
entrails are formed into strings for various 
kinds of musical instruments. The milk., 
though much less in quantity and repute, is 
thicker, and, consequently, richer than that 
of a cow. The bories, when calcined, are 
ased as tests, by the refiners ; and even the 
clung proves such a valuable manure, that 
folding of sheep on turnip lands is one of 
the greatest improvements which modem 
times have made in the science of agricul­
~ure. 
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THE GOAT. 

ANIMALS of the Goatkir-id are distingui:;/: . 
ed from sheep, not only by their covering, , 
which we have seen varies with climate, but 
also by their horns, which are hollow, annu-
htedi, and gently inclining backwards. They 
seem to prefer retired mountainous situations, 
and have a rank smell, particularly the males, 
which always are honoured with beai·ds. 

The common domestic goat i,s found in 
most parts of the worl<l ; being able to en­
dure, without inconveni'ence, the extremes 
both of heat and cold. But its value is ovcr­
}ooked, because the sheep so far exceeds it 
in utility to man-just as the ass is of little 
consequence, because it is superseded by the 
horse. . . 

Viewed, however, in every possible light, 
the goat seems better a<lapted for the indepen­
dent life it enjoys than the sheep. It is na­
turally more lively, ancl possesses more .animal 
instinct: it more readily attaches itself to man, 
·and appears sensible of his caresses: it is also 
stronger, swifter, more courageous, • more 
playful, more capricious, and more vagrant, 
than the sheep. Though not averse to so-
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ciety, it is with difficulty confined to a flock-: 
it loves to stray from its companions, and to 
chuse its own pastures. It delights in climb­
ing the ridges of houses and precipices, and 
never seems so happy as when, to our appre­
hension, it is on the very verge of destruction. 
Nature, indeed, has in some measure .fitted 
this animal for traversing declivities with se­
curity : its hoofs .are hollow underneath, and 
their edges are sharp, which render its foot­
ing secure on the steepest ridges. When two 
of them are yoked together, they will take 
the most hazardous leaps with such perfect 
uniformity, that they seldom miscarry", or dis­
appoint each other. 

As goats are hardy, and easily sustained. 
they generally fall to the lot of the poor, 
who have no pastur.es to support more delicate 
animals. They prefer the neglected wilds to 
cultivated fields: the heath y mountain, the 
shrubby rock, the tops of boughs, or the bark 
of trees, furnish their favourite food. They 
are equally regardless of heat and cold, storms 
or calm weather; and, under every external 
icirC}lrnstance, preserve the vivacity of their 
disposition, and spend their time in capricious 
frolics. 

The goat is common in the mountainous 
parts of ,vales and Scotland. The former 
are greatly superior in size to the latter, and 
~re common! y of a white colour. N otwith-
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::itanding the cold of Norway and Iceland, they 
are $Ufficiently abundant in those countries'" 
and vast numbers of their skins are annually 
exported from Bergen. 

'The smell of the goat js esteemed saluta1 y 
in nervous and hysterical diseases; and they 
are frequently kept in stables, as an antidote 
against infection . The negroes in Guinea, 
where goats are very frequent, enEertain the 
odd notion,. that their rank smell was given 
them as a punishment, for h~ving requested of 
a certain female divinity, that they might he 
permitted to anoint themselves with a certain 
aromati-c ointment which she used: herself.­
Offended at their a.rrogant vanity, they say1 

she took a box of the most nauseous com­
pound, and rubbed their body with it, which 
has left an oclour that could never be removed 
from their posterity. 

The female goat produces two or three at a 
time : she goes with young five months, and 
frequently breeds twice a year. 

'J'he milk of the she goat is sweet and re• 
storativc, and well adapted to storn,achs whose 
digestive powers are weakened. It is not 
liable to coagul.ate, like that of the cow; and, 
from the pecnfiaritv of the artimars food, it 
has a flavour whi~h is grateful to mo_st pa- . 
lates. Goat's whey, as it is called, 1s f re­
quently <lrank, in the Highlands of Scotland, 
by persons resorting to that country on plH~ 
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pose; and it is often found more salutary than 
any medicine. 

1n several parts, indeed, both of Ireland 
and Scotland, goats constitute the principal 
wealth of the poor natives. Their beds are 
made with their skins; their milk furnishes a 
simple aliment, besides what is converted inlo 
butter and cheese; and their flesh, when they 
-can afford to eat it, particularly .that of the kid" 
is a delicacy fit for an epicure. 

Thus, even in the wildest solitudes, Pro-_ 
vidence 'has dispensed its blessings and it. 
comforts. In those mountainous retreats., 
where the landscape presents only a scene of 
rocks, heath, and desolation, the simpte in­
habitants have their herds of goats, which f1.;r-
11ish their feasts and enjoyments. 'These ani­
mals require but little care in any season; and 
their milk and their flesh are sufficient to satisfy 
those who are unacquainted with greater lux­
uries. Indeed, ,goats should never be with­
drawn from the solituJes in which they de­
light. They are extremely injurious to young 
plantations. 

In various respects, this quadruped contri .. 
butes to the necessities of human ~ife. Though 
the flesh of the full-grown animal is by no 
means comparable to mutton, it is certain-
y not to be despised. The value of the mn½::: 

Jlas already been noticed. From the hair-. 
perukes .and even duth is manufactured; and 
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tne skin and horns are applicable to numerous 
purposes. 

The goat is now sufficiently naturalized in 
.America, but it was not originally a native of 
that continent. It bas multiplied, however> 
€Xtremely, and finds the new world, in man y 
:respects, better adapted to its habits and con­
stitution than the old. 

Sonnini 1nentions a singular instance of a 
foal, that had lost its dam, having been suck­
led, with the utmost maternal solicitude, by a 

goat. Such deviations from the established 
laws of nature are not unfrcquent, and th ey 
furnish the most incontrovertible evidence, 
that blind instinct is the only guide of ani­
mals, whatever sagacity they may appear to 
possess. An animal that has just brought 
forth, feels that she was destined to give suck ; 
and, if she has lost her own progeny, she rea­
dily adopts that of some other creature, that 
her milky streams may still flow in their des­
tined channels , , 
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ANIMAI~S of the deer kind are distinguished by having deciduous horns. They compose some of those inn0cent and peaceable quadru­peds which embellish ·the forests, and animate the ·solitudes of nature. At the head of then in this country, both for magnitude and beauty, stands the stag, or hart, called also the red deer · the female of which is a liincl, and the young a calf. It is generally of a reddish. brown co­lour, and was formerly pretty numerous, ifl a wild. state, it1 various parts of England, Wales, and Scotland. It is even now sometimes found , enjoying its native independence, in the forest of Exmore, in Devonshire, and the woods on the banks of the Tamar-. In other parts of England, it begins to become rare, even in a reclaimed state; hut, in the Highlands of Scot ­land, where cultivation has not encroached 011 its domains, it still constitutes a principal beau ­tv in the landscape. 
, The males alone have horns, and these they shed every spring, while each new set is adorn­ed with an additional branch. The calf has only a rough excrescence ; in the second yearr 
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the horns are straight, and without branches; 
the third year, they acquire two antlers, or 
branches ; a.nd they commonly gain an addi ... 
tional one every year till their sixth, when the 
animals may be considered at maturi'ty. From 
this period, they multiply so irregularly, that 
the age of the stag begins to be estimated, not 
so much by the number of the antlers, as by 
the size and thickness of the whole horns.­
The shedding of their horns is a season of some 
pain and inconvenience, and it happens earlier 
or later, according as the winter has been milcl 
or inclement. 

Delicacy and acuteness of the senses distin­
guish the stag in a high degree. His powers 
of smelling are exquisite; his eye sparkles wita 
expression; and he hears distant sounds with 
astonishing quickness. He seems delightecJ 
with the sound of the shepherd's pipe; and the 
hunters sometimes make use of that instrument 
to draw him to their lure. 

The forest is the favourite haunt of this in-­
teresting quadruped, and the browse of trees 
his principal food. He is mild and gentle in his 
manners, and views mankind, if unaccompanied 
wi_th dogs or guns, without fear, and even with 
a degree of confidence. Reduced, however. 
to extremity, by the attacks of an enemy, he 
kicks with his fore feet, and pushes with his 
horns : dogs oftes suffei:: from his .fier<i:e de ... 

F 
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spair, anu a· tiger has Leen known to fiee be-­
fore him>J&. 

These animals live in herds of many females 
and cheir young, headed by one male, who is 
screnuous in preventing encroachments on h1s 

: province. In winter an<l spring, ·they seldom 
: drink; but, in summer, they boldly plunge into 
rhe streams, and sometimes chey have been seen 

· following each other in a line; each succeeding 
one reclining his honJs on the rump of his com­
panion immediately before I1im. A stag has 

. been known to cross an arm of the ~ea, in 
search of the hind; and, on such occasions, 
his fury is not to be opposed, nor rashly to be 

·encountered .. ·. 
The hind goes with young between eight and 

n ine months, and seldom produces more than 
one at a birch. At this period, which gene­
rally happens in May, or the beginning of June, 
s,_he recires to some sequestered spot, and nurses mr offspring with the tenderest affection. She 
carefully hides it in some <lark thicket; and 

· should danger, nevenheless, approach, she is 
not wanting in resolution, ancl will sell her life 

.in its defence. lvlr. White, of Selborne, in­
forms us " that some deer-stealers once ad-

* Some years ago, the late Duke of Cumberland caused 
a tiger a1 d a stag to be inclosed in the same area; when 
J~ ~tag made sucH a bold.and furi(}l,lS defence, that the tige 
• al> at lasl oblig€d to abandon the coute t. / . 
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vancirig,- '"·ith a-dog, to a place in "\Volmer .f p­
rest, where they suspected a: c:ilf to ·,have been 
deposited, the parent hi11°d rushed forth from 
the hrake, an<l making a: vast spring, with all . 
her feet close together, pitched .upon the neck 
q[ the dog, who fell dead to the ground." . 

Unnatural as it may appear, the ~tag hi(9self 
is a professed enemy to his young; an·d · the 
hind is o~ligecl to use alJ l:ier address to conc~al 
the calf from his sight. · • 

Thirty or fo_rry years are the ordinary_ term• 
of this animal's life; nor is there any just· 
foundation for the opinion of the ancients, who' 
give it a much greater longevity. Indeed, the 
circumstances of his life, and the nature _of 
the foo<l and climate, influence the size and 
stature of the stag, and probably his life also ; 
but we have no reason for supposing dnt he 
has ever reached a hundred years .. 

'I'he species of stags are diffused over a11 
Europe, and through the northern parts of 
America and Asia, except towards the Arctic 
circle. In all parts of the world, where he is 
found, and at all periods of history, hunting 
the stag seems to have been a favourite diver­
~ion;. and th_is disgrJce to humanity ~as as 
consp1cu0us m our own country as 111 . any 
o ther. From th eir numbers heing reduced, 
it is not, however, now so frequent as in for­
mer times, when forests were appropriat-cd for 
the exclusive range of anim· ls of tbis kindJ 

F ij 
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and princes 2nd nobles forgot superior duties, 
in the savage pastime of the chase. Our 
early king~, of the Norman line, were re­
markable for their attachment to this cruel 
sport; and that they might induige it without 
res~raint, 

1'he fields were ravi~J.•d from th" industrious swains, 
From men their cities, and from gods their fanes. 

Thomson gives a most animated descrip­
tion of stag-hunting; the conclm;ion of which 
we subjoin, not as an incentive, but for a con­
trary purpose : 

Oft in the full descending flood he tries 
To lose the scent, and lave bis burning sides; 
Oft seeks the herd; the watchful herd, alarm'd, 
\Vith selfish care avoids a brother's woe. 

·what shall he do? his once so vivid nerves, 
So full of buoyant spirits, now no m~re 
Inspire the course; but faintiug, breathless toil, 
Sick seizes on his heart; he stands at bay; 
And puts his last, weak refuge, in despair. 

The flesh is much .less esteemed than that of 
the fallow deer, yet it is a pleasant and whole­
some kind of food. The skin is dressed into 
excellent leather; and the horns are applied to 
various useful purposes, both in the arts and 
in medicine. 
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THE FALLO\V DEER . 

. THE fallow deer strikingly resembl.es the. 
stag in its general appearance; but it is smal­
ler, more delicate, and timid; and approaches 
somewbat to the nature of a domestic animal .. 
Tbongh inhabiting the same forests, the twq 
species never associate together, and they nei­
ther seem to feel attachment nor antipathy ... 
The fallow deer, ·however, has palmated in.; 
stead of round horns; it is likewise more va­
rious in its colours, and has less perfect organ~ 
of sensation. The male of this species j 
<.:alled a buck; the female, a doe; and the 
young, a fau·n. Though natives · cif mos~ 
parts of Europe, and some districts of Asi1, 
they seem ro thrive best in parks, where they 
can enjoy the protection of man. They feed 
in herd~, and frequently break into parties, 
betwten which, sharp contests . arise. The 
buck, however, is a mild animal, when com, .. 
pared with the stag ; he flie hefore he is at­
tacked, and it is remarkc1.ble, that, at the sea­
son when he is in the highest condition, he 
fr.ies to conceal himself, as if conscious of his 
danger. On the contrary, when the flesh of 
~he doe is in season, he fearlessly frequents 

:F iij 
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his usual haunts, while she, in her turn, seems 
inspired with a._sense of the destruction that 
awaits her. The doe goes between eight and 
nine months with young, and produces one, 
sometimes two, and rarely three, at a time. 
She watches over her fawns with the ten<ler 
solicitude of a mother; and though her timid-. 
ity will seldom allow her to fight in their de­
fence, against a formidable enemy, she shews 
all the emotions of nature, and bespeaks pity 
where she cannot resist. 

These animals arrive at perfection in three 
years, and Jive to about the age of twenty1 
VJ'hey are easily tamed; and, when brought 
up by the hand, appear capable of a consider­
able degree of attachment. They are the 
:principal ornaments of the parks of our nobi­
lity and gentry ; they enliven our forests ; and, 
as they feed more indiscriminately on vege­
table substances than the stag, they are more 
universally diffused, and more easily support­
ed. But there is a superior reason for the 
breed being encouraged. The flesh of the 
fallow deer is perhaps the most delicate of all 
viands this country produces; and those. who 
are fond of good living, know how to appre­
ciate it. For a venison feast, there are num­
bers who sell their birth-right. 

The buck, like all animals that have been 
taken under the protection of man, is subject 
to considerable variations in colour and size~ 
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England contains two van~t4es, ,,.:hich are 
said to have been of foreign origin; namely, 
the beautiful dappled kind, supposed to have 
been imported 'from Ben gal, and the very deep 
brown, originally introduced into Scotland from 
Korwa:, by James I. and thence transplanted 
into England, where it thrives, and has multi-
plied prodigiously. , 

The fallow deer, though less fleet and per­
severing than the stag, is frequently an object 
of the chase. It displays much cunning and 
dexterity in its doublings and shifts to escape, 
and trusts rather to them, than to courage and 
resistance. _ 

Both stags and fallow deer, when drinking, 
hold their noses for a considerable time bn<ler 
water; ancl appear to breathe through spi­
racula under their eyes, which are kindly 
given them by ProviJence, in order that they 
may have a freer respiration when they are 
pursued. 

Every part of the fallow deer is applicable 
to the -sarrie useful purposes as the stag, and 
their flesh is infinitely superior. 
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THE HOG.-

THE hog is an animal so well knmvn, that 
any particular description of it may appea.:­
impertinent; yet few are acquainle<l with all 
its qualities and habitudes. No one needs be 
told that it is covered with bristles, that the 
male is called a boar, the female a . .ro~e7, and 
the young, pigs; but many are not aware 
that this quadruped unites those distinctions 
by which others are separated, and that, in 
some respects, it seems to form an interme-_ 
diate link between the whole an<l the cloven­
footed animals ; and in others, between the 
cloven-footed and the digirated . They re­
semble the· horse kind in the length of their 
heads, in having only a single stomach, and 
jn the number of ·1:heir teeth . In their "clo­
ven feet, and the position of their intestines, 
they bear some similitude to the cow, and in 
their numerous progeny, and their occasirrnal 
appetite for flesh, they resemble the claw­
footed or di gi ta ted t ri hes. 

Apparently, the hog is the most filthy and 
impure of all quadrupecls, equally disgusting 
in his form and his manners; yet we must not 
judge by our sensations, or overl-ook that wise 
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ctecree of Providence v,,bich adapts every 

part of creation to its proper cncls and uses. 
The hog, indeed, is inelegant in his shape, 
and he seems actuated bv an insatiable desire 

.J 

of eating; but, ~ hen young, he is generaUy 
esteemed pretty, and though he will some­
times devour the most nau:;eous offals, he is 
not insensible to the difference of food, 01· 

incapable of making just distinc~ions, whet 
he has an opportunity. After all, this qua- . 

drupe<l is not inaptly compared to the miser, 
who, <luring his lifetime, is useless and rapa­
cious, but through the effects of his sordid­
ness Lecomes of public benefit at his <leath. 
The hog in his lifetime renders not th~ least 
service to mankind, and therefore was justly 
describe<l by the negro, with whom idleness 
and get:1tility were synonymous terms, as being 

the only gentleman j but, when made into 

bacon or pork, he furnishes sustenance .to a 
great proportion of mankind; and though 

reckoned uncl ean by the laws of l\1oses, per­
sons of athletic constitutions, an<l who use 

sufficient exercise, will find his flesh at once 

nutritive and salubrious. Indeed, pork, as , 

taking salt better than other kinds of rpeat, 
is an article of the greatest importance in a 

• naval ancl commerciJ.l nation like this. Brawn, 

which is a manufacture of hog's flesh _pecu­
liar fo England, is a feast for an epicure; 

pigs, when a few weeks old, are very deli cat 
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eating; and larcl or fat is useful in medicine­an<l the arts ; while the skin forms the best seats for saddles, aml even the bristles are of the greatest utility when made into brushes. Thus, though rhe living a-;limal may possess few agreeable qualities, his value is univer­sally allo\~ed when dead, 

The wild-boar, which was once not uncom­mon in this island, and which is the stock or original of the domestic hog, is a native of almost all the temperate climates of Europe and Asia, and is also found in some districts of Africa. \Vhile young, these animals live in herds , for the sake of mutual defence; bnt, as soon as they arrive at maturity, they tra­verse the forest alone and undaunted. They are nu:11eroi;is in the woods of Germany 1 where they a re hunted for the sake of their flesh. Th.ev seldom attack unprovoked; but . \ they dread no enemy, and shun none, trust-ing less to speed, in which they do not ex­cel, than to a stubborn resistance, and at last submit rather to be worried than to yield. The domestic hog is, generally speaking, ?- very harmless and smpid crezeture ; it enjo· s none of the powers of ~ensa tion in any en1i­nent degree. It has hec11 known ro · suffe':r mice to burrow in its back, without expres­sing ?-llY ... ense of uneasiness; and its sight se ·ms rather imperfect. It heL1rs, how:'.'vcr d1 ··ta 1t sounds; and an approaching srn.n,;'l 

.. 
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seems to affect his feelings in a singular man­
ner. \Vhen the wind blows high, it seems 
much agitated, and runs towards its sty, 
sometimes screaming in a most violent man­
ner. Naturalists have also remarked, that it 
will carry straw to its bed before bad weather; 
and the vulgar opinion is, H that it can see 
the wind." 

In their taste, swine shew a singular degree 
of caprice. They are sometimes delicate in 
their choice of food, and sometimes disgust­
ingly indifferent. They have been known to 
destroy and eat their own young, and to man­
gle infants out of desperate voracity ; but 
these deviations from nature are no more to be 
accounted for than the frantic actions of a 
madman ; for, in general, they are drowsy 
and stupid, delighting to rout up the earth with 
their snout, in sear~h of roots, to wallow in 
the mire, and to bask in the sun. 

Though hogs appear the most unpromising 
nimals of nature for human industry to ex ... 

ert itself on, they have been known to profit 
so considerably by education · as to acquire 
the title of " Learned Pigs," and, indeed, 
with some reason; for they have been taught 
to tell the hour of the day, by the bare in­
spection of a watch, and to select and arrange 
the letters composing any particular name. 

In Italy, they are trained to hunt for 
truffles; in Minorca, they are frequently seen 

,, 
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yoked Jo the plough, 111 company w;th an. 
a1>s or a. cow; and in our country, a game­
keeper, belonging to Sir Henry Mil<lrna y, 
had so far succeeded with- a black sow as to 
employ her in sporting. She answered to the 
name of Slur, and was as staunch a pointer 
as ever followed game. 

Indeed, hogs are not unsusceptible of at­
tachment, to their keepers, of to each other. 
The moment one -of them gives a signal of dis .. 
tress, all within hearing rush to its assistance. 
They have been known to gather round a dog, 
that teazed them, anrl to kill him on the spot. 
If a n1ale and female, when young, have been 

· shut up together, and afterwards parted, it is 
probable that one or both of them will pine to 
death. 

Swine are remarkably tenacious of life.­
The female goes four months with young, and 
has been known to produce twenty at a time, 
though, on an average, ten is reckoned a full 
litter. These animals will live to between 
twenty and thirty years, and the older the 
more stubborn they become. To prevent their 
ploughing up the earth, it is frequently ne­
cessary to put rings in their snouts. They 
are, however, extremely useful in clearing the 
ground of refuse and filth ; and, in America, 
they confer a signal benefit on the inhabitants, 
by destroying the rattle-snake, which they can 
do with perfect impunity •. There are many 





,,.., 

/ 1/ t (' / /2 r>-/ I II ~I 
- ( 

- .J-<. > 

I. J;a 111 ~/ 



THE DOG. 73 
··rnriet1es of this genus diffused over the greatest 
part of the world. 

THE DOG. 

THE dog, for many of those qualities tJ1at 
deserve the love and gratitude of mankind~ 
stands without a- rival among the irrational 
orders of creation. Some of his most promi.­
nent qualities and habits have been thus acc~­
rately described by Linnreus: " T~e dog," 
says he·, " is the mos~ faithful of animals, the 
c:ompanion of mankind; fawns at the approach 
of his ma.seer, and will not suffer any one to 
trike him; runs before him in a journey,. 

passing frequently backward and forward over 
the same ground; on coming to cross-ways,. 
he stops and looks back; is very docile; will 
find out what has been drop·t; is vigilant by 
night; announces the coming of strangers~ 
and guards any goods committed to his charge : 
he drives the cattle home from the field; keeps 
he1:ds an<l flocks within bollnds, and protects 
them from wild beasts. Bv means of his acute 
sense of smelling, he poi~ts out the game to 
the spor.tsman, and brings the birds that are 
shot to his master. At Brussels and in Hol­
land, he draws little carts to the herb market; 

G 



' 

'74 THE DOG. 

in Siberia, he draws a sledge, with his master 
in it, or one loaded with provisions. He will 
turn a spit, sits up, and hegs at table; and, 
when he has committed a theft, he slinks away, 
with his tail between his legs. He eats envi­
ously, ,yith oblique eyes ; strives to be master 
among his fellows at home; is an enemy to 
beggars, and attacks strangers without provo­
cation. He is fond of licking wounds, as­
suages the pain of the gout, and of cancerous 
ulcers ·; howls at cerrain notes of music; i~ 
sick at the approach of bad weather; gives 
himself an emetic by eating g1-ass; is affiicted 
with tape-worms ; spreads his madnesi ; and 
grows deaf and blind with age. He eats flesh, 
carrion, and farinaceous substances, but not 
greens; drinks by lapping, and is fond of 
rolling on carrion and <lung. His scent is ex­
quisite; he goes obliquely; foams and hang 
out hi.s tongue when hot, but seldom sweats. 
When about to lie down, he often turns round; 
even in his sleep he has a quick sense of hear­
ing, and frequently dreams. The female goes 
sixty-three days with young, brings forth from 
three to ten; the males like the dog, the fe­
males generally like herself. The largest and 
tallest are most prolific. Considered as un­
clean by the Mahometans, and driven from 
their houses ; yet the same people establish 
hospitals for dogs, and al1ow them a daily 
portion of food.» 
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Independent of the beauty of his form, his 

vivacity, force, an<l swiftness, he is possessed 
of all those native qualities that generally c9!1-
ciliate the affections of the human species. 
A natural courage and ferocious disposition 
render the <l og, in his savage state, a formi­
dable enemy to all other animals; but, ·when 
domesticated, his only ambition seems to be a 
desire of pl~asing: he approaches with a timid 

. respect, and lay3 his st ·ength, his spirit, and 
all his useful talents, a t his master's feet. He 
waits his orders, to ,x;hich he pays implicit 
obedience ; he consults his looks, and a single 
glance is sufficient to put him in motion.. His 
fidelity has scarcely an example among man­
kind; and, unlike human friends, he will 
never desert us in the day of affiiction. A 
beggar's dog would not quit his master to wait 
upon a prince; and though his manners cer­
tainly partake of those of the persons with 
whom he associates, his virtues, if they may 
be sd called, are uninfluenced by extrinsic 
circumstances. He i.s more ready to remem­
ber a favour than to resent an injury: if hurt 
by those with whom he resides, he vvill lick 
the hanc:l that has inflicted the wound, and 
solicit fav0ur as if he were the ~ggressor. He 
js even a friend to his maste1 's friends; and, 
were be capable of distinguishing his enemieo, 
they would feel that his sentiments were the 
same. In a word, the dog is a m0st pleasing 

G ij 
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companion by the fire--side; he watches our 
property when we sleep, he attends us in our 
walks, and he heightens all our enjoyments. 
Without him there could be no field sports : 
in all our exercises he takes a part, and seems 
inspired with all our predilections. 

As the dog is capable of having his dispo­
sition moulded to our wishes, so, of all crea­
tures, he is the most susceptible of change in 
his form: The varieties of this animal are 
t08 numerous even for the most attentive ob­
server to enumerate : food, climate, education, 
all, make strong impressions on him, and pro­
duce alterations in his shape, colour, hair, 
size, and almost every thing, except his na­
ture. 

The predominant attachment of dogs to 
mankind prevents them from separating from 
us till deserted, or by some accident left in 
places where there was no possibility of re­
union. They are found in great numbers 
wild, or rather without masters, in Congo, 
in Lower Ethiopia, and towards the Cape of 
Good Hope. There are likewise multitudes 
of dogs that run wild in South America, 
where they breed in holes, like rabbits; but 
all these are easily reclaimed, and afterwards 
preserve an inviolable affection for their mas­
ters. 

Before the discovery of America, the dog 
was quite unknow~1 on that continent. T he 
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a1co of the Peruvians, which . was used as a 
suhstitute, is too imperfectly describ¼.<l to en­
able us to determine what h was. In North 
America, however, the nativ.es pad a domestic 
animal derived from the wolf, but with this 
peculiarity, that it cannot ba1:k:; and between 
it and the European dog, the greatest animo-
sity stil_l subsists. . 

The varieties of dogs in Great Britain are 
very numerous, as must naturally be expected 
in a country where commerce_ is extensi.ve, _ 
and where wealth is apt to beget capricious 

. predilection. In the reign of Queen Eliza­
. beth, there were some breeds which are now 

totally lost, and on the other hand, new varie­
ties have been introduced, and these .are still 
breaking into other varieties ; for it should 
be observed, that all the kind intermix with 
each other. 

Naturalists, indeed, have remarked no fewer 
than twenty-three strongly-marked varieties 
of the dog, amcmg which, all our domestic 
kinds, with their different shades, are included; -
namely, ,, 

I The New Holland dog. 
2 The Pomeranian dog. 
3 The Siberian dog. 
4 . 'The Iceland dog. 
5 The water dog. ' 
6 · T.he §r.~at water spaniel. 
7 The Newfoundland <log. 

G iij • 
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8 King Charles's dog, 
9 The Maltese dog. 

10 The hound. 
11 The blood-hound. 
12 The pointer. 
13 The Dalmatian, or spotted dog, 
14 The Irish greyhound. 
15 The common greyhound. 
16 The Italian greyhound. 
J 7 The naked _ dog. 
18 The mastiff. 
19 The bull-dog 
20 The pug dog. 
21 The terrier. 
22 The turnspit. 
23 The alco, or Peruvian dog. 

Some of the principal of those varieties 7 

which are naturalized among us, will be par­
ticularly notice.cl ; but, previous to this, it 
cannot fail to be entertaining to our young 
readers, to give them some general charac­
teristic anecdotes of this interesting race of 
animals, from the most authentic sources we 
can procure*. 

• A little book, intituled, "The Dog of Knowledge, or 
Memoirs of Bob, the Spotted Terrier," will be found not 
only an ag1e~able work of imagination, but replete with 
much real history of the dog kind ; and to it we refer 01u· 
juvenile readers, · 
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A French merchant, having some money 
due from a correspondent, set out on horse­
back, accompanied by his <log, to receive it. 
Having settled the business to his satisfaction, 
he tied the bag of money before him, and 
began to return home. After riding several 
miles, the merchant alighted to repose him­
self, and, laying the money by his side under 
a hedge, on remounting, forgot it. The dog, 
perceiving the mistake, ran after his master, 
barking, howling, and biting his horse's heels. 
The merchant, absorbed in some reverie, over­

looked the real object of the faithful dog's im­
portunity, and was only alive to the alarming 
apprehensions that his attendant was gone 
mad. After many struggles with himself, and 
balancing danger against attachment, he pulled 
a pistol from his pocket, and, with a trem­

bling hand, took aim. The poor dog fell, 
wounded; the merchant in an agony gallop­
ped on, but had not proceeded far, before he 

missed his bag of money. His forgetfulness, 
his rashness, now burst upon his mind: he put 

spurs to his horse, and was soon in sight of 
the spot where he had alighted. There he 
found his dog lying by the side of ·h'is bag in 
the agonies of death, but seeming determined 
to discharge his duty to the last. He was 
just able to open his eyes, and lick his masterls 

hand, <1:nd then, seemingly content, cloied them 
foi ever, 
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The care of the dog in directing the steps 

of the blind, is highly deserving of notice, 
and most of us have witnessed it. Ivlr. Ray 
infornls us, that a blin<l beggar was thus led, 
through the streets of Rome, by a middle-sized 
dog, which, besides conducting his master in 
safety, learned to distinguish the streets a.nd 
the houses where he was accustomed to re­
ceive alms. He regularly stopped at every 
door where-he had formerly been successful, 
and when the beggar began his petition, the 
poor animal lay down to rest. No sooner, 
however, was the blind man denied relief, or 
served, than the dog .rose of his own accord, 
and, · without order or sign, proceeded to the 
next house where charity had usually been 
bestowed. " I have observed," says Ray, 
"not without pleasure and surprise, that when 
a piece of money was thrown from a win-

. dow, the dog would search for it, take it up 
in his mouth, and place it in his master's hat. 
Even when victuals were thrown down, the 
animal would not taste it, unless he received 
it from the hand of his owner. Instances 
have likewise been known of a dog being 
taught to go to market with money, and carry 
home provisions in safety. Some years ago, 
the keeper of a turnpike-gate, near Stratford­
upon-Avon, had trained his dog to go to that 
town for any small articles he wanted. A 
note, mentioning the things, was tied ronnd 
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the dog's neck, and in the same manner the 

purchases were returned, and brought to the 

master with the utmost punctuality. 

Smellie, in his Philosophy of Natural His­

tory, mentions a grocer's dog, of Edinburgh, 

'\l!,hich, for some time, amused the people in 

the neighbourhood. A man, whose busine~s 

it was to sell penny pies in the street, with a 

hell, happened one day to treat . this dog with 

a pie. Next time he heard the pieman's bell, 

he ran up to him; and, seizing him by the 

coat, ,,._,ould not suffer him to pass. The pie­

man, understanding what the dog wanted, 

shewed him a penny, and pointed to the dog's; 

master, who was standing at the cloor, and 

observing this curious transaction. The dog 

immediately quitted hi5 hold, and began to 

supplicate his master, who, putting a penny 

in his mouth, the creature instant Iv delivered 

it to the pieman, and received his pie. This 

traffic, it seems, was daily carried on, for 

several m~:mths. 
At a convent in France, when France saw 

better days, twenty paupers were daily re­

lieved, at a certilin hour, on ringing a bell, by 

means of a machine which turned round in 

the wall, and neither allowed the giver nor 

the receiver to be seen. A dog, belonging to 

the convent, had frequently atten<led the pau­

pen;, and sometimes came in for a few scrapsi 

One day, however, having obtained very litt e'.:l 
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after the pensioners \.\'ere al1 gone, he took the pull in his mouth, and rang the bell, when a portion of victuals was immediately produced to him. This stratagem be repeated several times; but the cook, finding that there were twenty-one c)aimants instead of twenty, de­Jermine<l to discover the imposition. He lay concealed, saw the paupers regularly apply, and served, and the cunning dog then ringing for his dinner. The joke pleased; and, as a reward for his inlenuity, the dog was per­mitted to ring the bell every day, when he obtaiJ1ed a mess of broken victuals for his pa111s. 
ln proof of_ the sagacity of the dog, ex­a mples might be multiµlied \,Vithout end. In the year 1191, a stranger, who pretended to have· just arrived from the \Vest Indies, took lodgings at a house in Deµtford, and, having agreed on the terms, said he would send his trunk in the evening, and come himself next ·day. The trunk arrived at the time men-tioned, and was ca.nied into the lodger's bed­room, without any particular notice. · Just, howeve-r, as the family were retiring to rest, their little house-dog placecl himself close to the chamber-door, where the chest was depo­site<l, and set up a loud barking. The door being opened, to see what was the matter, the dog flew to the chesr, against which it scratched and barked with redoubled fury, 
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nor could it be drawn out of the room. This 

exciting some suspicion, the family called in 

a few neighbour~, to make them eye-witnesses 

·of the circumstance; when, beginning to move 

the trunk about, it was plainly perceived that 

something alive was conc~aled in it. This 

.determined them to force it open, when, to 

the astonishment of the family, they foun<l in 

it their new lodger, who, it seems, had been 

conveyed into the house in this manner, on 

purpose to rob it, and most probably would 

have succeedecl, had it not been for the in­

stinctive sagacity of the dog. 
A still more remarkable incident, in which 

the dog was the principal party, happened, in 
1760, ·near Hammersrn.ith. While a water­

man, of that place, named Richardson, was 

sleeping in his boat, the vessel broke from her 

moorings, and was carrjed, by the tide, under 

a west-country barge. Providentially for the 
man, his dog was with him, who, seeing the 

boat begin to fill, a wakened his master, by 
pawing his face and pulling the collar of his 
coat; and thus saved him from the inevitable 

-destruction that awaited him. 
On the authority of Dr. Beattie, we give 

the following remarkable anecdote of a dog. 
A gentleman, of the name of Irvine, who 
lived near Aberdeen, in . walking aci:oss the 

river Dee, wh(l:n it was fro7,en, the ice gav.e 

way, an'1 he sunk down near the middle of 
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the stre:1m, but kept himself from being cai­
rie<l un<ler the ice, by grasping his gun, whid 
had fallen athwart the upening. A dog who 
attended him, afcer many fruitless attempts 
to 1:escue his master, ran to a neighbouring ~il ­
lage, and took hold of the coat of the first 
person he met. The man, alarmed, auempted 
to disengage himself; but the dog, regarding 
him with a very kind and signi'ncant look, en­
deavoured to pull him along with such a gentle 
violence, that he began to think there might 
be something e:.araor<linary in the case; and, accordingly, suffered himself to be conducted, by the animal, to the river's hank, where he 
arrived soon enough to save his master ' s life. 
In this, we see memory and recollection 
guided by experience, and by what, in a hu­
man being, we should call good sense; but 
rather let us consider it as an i1 terposition of 
Heaven-which, however, was still more vi­
sible in what we are going to relate. 

Sir Harry Lee, of Ditchley, i1 Oxfordshire, 
ancestor to the late Earls of Litchfield, and 
to the present Lord Viscount Dillon, had a 
large house-dog which guarded the yard, but 
had never met with the least particular atten­
tion from his master. One night, however, 
as Sir Barry was retiring to his chamber, at­
tended by his valet, a Frenchman, the dog 
silently followed them up stairs, which he had 
never been kno',VU tO do before, and, to his 
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master's astonishment, presented himself in 
t he bed-room. Being deemed an intruder, he 
was rudely turned out; but he scratcheJ an<l 
howled so violently at the door, that, rather 
o get rid of bis importunity, than out of any 

regard for his dog, Sir Harry ordered him to 
be admitted, and to let him take up his lodg­
ing where he pleased. The dog crawled under 
the bed, and lay down in peace. A bout the 
middle of the night, however, when all wa3 
.still, the chamber-door opened, and a person 
· ;o;.'as heard walking softly across the room , 
Sir Harry started from sleep; the dog sprung 
from his covert, and, seizing the intruderj 
fixed him to the spot. He proved to be the 
valer. 

To make short, it was found that the valet 
had formed the diabolical design, that very 
night to mLuder his master, and to rob the 
house ; both which he afterwards confessed; 
and that he had been prevented from the per­
petration of his crimes, solely by the instinc­
tive . attachment of the dog to his master, 
which seems to have been directed, on this 
occasion, by the kindness of Providence.­
How, else, could the poor animal foresee the 
meditate<l assassination ! How, else, could 
he have learned to overlook injury and insult 
for his well~meant services, and, finally, to 
seize and detain a person who, jt is probable, 
had shewn him more kindness than his master 

H 
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had ever done l A full-length picture of Sir 
Harry, with ·the dog by his side, an.tl the 

ords-" More faithful, than favoured,"-is 
still to be seen at the family seat, at Ditchley, 
and ,vill be a lasting memorial of the grati­
tude of the master, and the fidelity of his 
dog*. -

But it is not only in natural sagacity that the 
dog excels ~11 other quadrupeds; he may be 
taught a thousand amusing tricks, and trained 
to the most useful services. The dancing 
dogs, that once performed at Sacller's ,v ells, 
she\.ved how far educafion can go, in one 
line. After storming a fort, and performing 
various other feats, with the address of vete­
rans, one of them was brought in as a de­
serter, was shot, and carried off, as dead, by 
his comrade,5. 

It is recorded of a dog belonging to the 
};Iedici family, that it always attended at its 
master's table, changed his plate, and carried 
him his wine, in a glass placed on a salver, 
without spilling a drop. It \Vould also hold 
the stirrup in its teeth, while its master was 
mounting his horse. 

W c are told by Plutarch, that a dog was 
exhibited before the Emperor Vespasian, in 
the theatre of Marcellus, that excelled in every 

it Sea "1'he Dog of Knowledge.'' 
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kind of da11ce. He afterwards feigned illness 
in so natural a manner, as to strike the spec­
tators ·with astonishment, first shewing symp­
toms of pain, then falling down as dead, and 
suffering himself to he carried about in that 
state; and, after a proper interval, seeming to 
revive, as i.f waking from a prnfound sleep, 
By degrees, he recovered his playfulness,. and 
shewed every demonstration of j:..>y. 

But of all the attainments of the dog, that 
of his being taught to speak seems the most 
extraordinary. The French Academ1-cia11s~ 
however, make mention of a dog, in Gernnny 1 

that could call for several articles of food and 
refreshments, in an intelligible manner. '"fhis 

- dog was of a middling size, and belonged to a 
peasant in Saxony. He owed his education 
to a little boy, the son of the peas3:nt, who1 

imagining that he perceived in the dog"s voice 
some resern bl a nee to certain words, undertook 
the office of instruction, when his pupil was · 
abc-ut three years o·f age, and persevered till he. 
was able to pronounce a number of words. 
Leibnitz, the philosopher, declares that he 
hitflself heard him speak. 

We have likewise heard of another · speak­
ing dog, which, some years ago, was_ exhi­
bited in Stockholm, which could articulate 
seve ral complete s-entences, in French and 
Swedish'. vi·ve le Roz· he pronounced with 
much grace.~ 

H ij 
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Every one has witnessed the sensibility and 

attachment of dogs, but no one has better ex­
pressed it than ~Horner. His description of 
Arrrus, the dog of Ulysses, aml the affection 
he ~hewed on his master's return, is admirably 
jusr. 

He knew his lord; he knew, and strove to meet; 
Iu vain he strove to crawl, and kiss his feet; 
Yet all he could-his tail, his ears, liis eyes, 
Salute his master, and confess his jo _ys. 
0, had you seen him, vigorons, bold, and young, 
Swift as a stag, and as a lion stroug ! 
Him 110 fell avage on the plain withstood, 
None 'scap'd him, bosom'd in the .gloomy wood. 
His e_ye how piercing, and his scent how true 
To wind the vapour in the tainted dew! 
This dog, whom fate thus granted lo b hold 
His lord, when twenty tedious _years harl roll'd, 
Takes a last look, and, ha,ing seen 1,im, dies! 
So clos'd, for ever, faithful Argus' eyes. 
Then pity touch'd the mighty master's soul, 
And down his cheek a tP.ar unbidden stole. 

We give place to the subsequent ludicrous 
anecdote of a dog, on the authority of Lack­
ington; and, from what we have seen, of the 
sagacity of clogs that have never been chro-• 
nicled, we think it. neither impossible nor im-probable. , 

Mr. C. Hughes, a son of Thespis, had a 
wig which generally hung on a peg in one o his rooms. · To acr.ommodate a hrother player, 
he one day lent the wig ·to him; and, some time after, call~d on his friend. l\fr. Hughes 
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had his ctog with him, and the man happened 

to have the borrowed wig on his head. After 

some conversation, they parted; - but the dog 

remained behind, and stood, for some time, 

looking the man full in his face, then, making 

a sudden spring, he leaped on his shoulders} 

seized the wig, and ran off with it as fast a 

he could, and, having reached his hon1e, with 

the prey in his teeth, en<leavoured, by jump­

in-g, to hang it up in its usual place. The 

ame dog, one day, passing through a field in 

the skins of Dartmouth, where a washer­

woman had hung out her linen to dry, stopped, 

and surveyed one particular shirt with atten­

tion ; then seizing it, he dragged it away, 

through the dirt, to his master, whose pro­

perty it happened to be. 
Caius, who attempted the ·natural history 

of dogs, and who lived in the reign of Eliza­

be th, divides the whole race into three sorts. 

The first, being the generous kind, consists of 

the terrier, the harrier, the blood-hound, the 

gaze-hound, the greyhound, the leymner, and 

the tumbler, employed in hunting; the spa­

niel, the setter, and the water-spaniel or fi.n<ler, 

used in fowling; an<l the small spaniel, and 

the gentle or lap-dog, for amusement. These­

cond sort, or farm kind, consists of the shep­

her<l' s dog., and the mastiff. T he third, being 

the mongrel kind, consists of the wappe, the 

turnspit, and the dancer, Some of those v.a-

n iij_ 



90 THE DOG, 
rieties are no longer known; but we ma"\"'· now add to them the pointer, the bull-dog, the Newfoundland dog, the Danish dog, and the harlequin, with an endless tribe of lap­dogs, unworthy of particular appellations. It will be sufficient, however, if we describe the shepherd's dog, the hound, the greyhound. the spaniel, the mastiff, the N ewfounland dog, the bull-dog, and the terrier. 

THE SHEPHERD'S DOG . 

THE characters of this variety are, a sharp nose; sharp, erect ears; a tail turned up, or curled; ancl much hair, especially about the neck. These dogs are almost instinctively the guardians of the flocks, keeping them within bounds, reducing the stragglers to their proper limits, and defending them from th e attacks of beasts of prey. In temperate cli­mates, they are very numerous ; but, here, as they have nothing but merit and utility to recommend them, they _are generally super­seded by more elegant varieties. They pos­sess, however, a superior share of sagacity, notwithstanding their inelegance and melan­choly aspect; -and execute their employment 
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v;irh amazing fic.lelity, vigilance, and assiduity. 
Their natural talents at once admonish a~d 
give repose to their masters. It would be 
endless to produce instances of their attention 
to their duty, and the facility with which they 
distinguish the sheep they have been ac,us • 
tomed to guard, from the neighbouring Rocks. 

The Pomeranian dog, and the Siberian dog, 
are subordinate varieties of thi breed. 

THE HOUND . 

TH r.s animal is well known for its use in 
hunting. There are three varieties, all pro­
duced by the same dam; namely, the hound, 
the harrier, and the beagle. The ears are long 
and pendulous, the nose. ~s obtuse, and the 
mouth large-. If transpcrted into a warm cli­
mate, it would soon .acquire soft and long hair, 
and assume the appearance of the land and 
water spaniel. 

The spirit with which hounds pursue th€ 
chase is w onderful. It is recorded, by Bew­
ick, that a very large stag having been turned 
out of \Vhinfiel<l-Park, in Westmorland, the, 
whole pack, except two staunch dogs, were 
thrown out, by. the long continuance of the 
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chase, which occupied the greatest part of tbe 
day. The stag returned to the park, from 
whence he set out, after a circuit calculated at 
not less than one hundred and twenty miles; 
and, as his last effort-, leaped the wall, and 
immeJiately expired. One of the hounds pur­
sued him to the wall, but being unable to clear 
it, lay down and died; the other was found 
dead at a small distance. 
' The blood-hound, belonging to this race, 
was formerly in great request, to recover game 
tha-t had escaped wounded from the hunter. 
and to trace robbers and plunderers to their 
lurking places, particularly on the northern 
borders. Fortunately, the arm of justice is 
now extended over every part of the country: 
and, as there are no secret recesses, where 
villany can lie concealed, their services are nCJ 
longer wanted for the latter purpose, and very 
few are now kept for the former. 

THE GREYHOUND. 

Tars well-known animal is the swiftest df 
all the dog kind, and pursues his game by the 
sight, and not by the scent. By the laws of 
King Canute, no person, under the rank of 
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a gentleman, \Yas allowed to keep a greyhound; 
so much was he formerly esteemed. . The 
varieties are, the I tali an grey hound, and the 
ori·ental greyhound. ~s for the Irish grey­
hound, or wolf-dog, which was once employed 
,vith so much success, to dear the island of 
,:valves, and which was in reality one of the 
noblest animals of the dog kind, his services 
being no longer wanted, the breed is almost 
·become extinct. 

/ THE SPANIEL, 

FRoM the name of this animal , it seems a 
if we were originally indebted to Spain for 
the breed. Dogs of this kind vary in size, 
from the setting dogs to the springing spaniels,. 
and 5ome of the small lap-dogs. King 
(;harle1.'s breed, as they are called, are dis­
tinguished by being of a black colour, with 
a black palate. The Blenheim breed, a beau­
tifu11 y marked variety, is perhaps the most 
fashionable, at present, for dogs of pleasure. 
They are frequently sold from three to ten 
guineas each; but it may be reasonahly sup­
posed that fancy gives them such a value. 

Spaniels are atfect.ionate, playful creature ~ 

/ 

..,· 
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but pos.sess no very marked character. They are not destitute, however, of sag;1,city. The writer of this knows a gentleman, s.till residing in the west of the metropolis-, who made a present of a little favourite spaniel to a friend 

goi11g· on the continent, about fifteen years ago~ 
The dog was carrie<l to Brussels, and after a. 
few days, disappeared. His new master, ir'l the first letter he wrote to England, mentioned~ 
vith regret, the loss of the dog to his former master, who had scarcely read it, before he heard a scratching at the street door. On , opening it, the very identical little dog was ready to ohtain admission. It had found .its 

~vay in safety, by some conveyance that never 
could be accounte<l for, from Brusse1s, .and 
travelled almost as quick as the mail*. 

THE MASTIFF • 

. THE mastiff is peculiar to this country_ He is very large and strong, but command,­respect rather than excites ttlTor, unless when his duty comes •in competition with his good­
nature. He is generally employed to guard 

• For a most affecting anecdote of a, spanie I, see <' Th-1 Doz of Knowledge," pa.ge 163. 
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ur yards,., and will frequent! y suffer a stranger 

to come within his province, and will peace-

bly accompany hirn, as long as he forbear s 

to touch any -thing; but the moment he at­

tem pts to lay hold of any article on the pre­

mises, or wishes to leave the place, the animal 

begins to growl, and convinces him that he 

must neither steal oo-r depart. He seldom, 

however, uses violence, unless resisted; and 

even. in that case he will vanquish, but not in­

jure the intruder, holding him down for hou rs 

without biting, unless he is earlier relieved. 

Stow relates an instance of a contest be­

tween three mastiffs and a lion, in the pre­

sence of King James I. One of the dogs 

being put in to the den, was speedily disabled 

by the lion, the second was served in the same 

manner; but the · third being put in immedi­

ately seized .the lion by the lip, and held him 

for a considerable time; till being severely 

torn by his claws, th€ dog was obliged to qui t 

his hold. The lion, greatly exhausted by the 

conflict, took a leap over the <logs,, and fled 

into the interior part of his den. Two of the 

dogs soon died of their wounds, the last sur-. 

vived, and was taken great care of. 
The mastiff, indeed, conscious of his supe.;. 

rior strength, will sometimes chastise the im. 

pertinence of an inferior with great dignity. 

A large dog of this kind, belonging to the 

late --- Ridley, Esq. of Heaton, near New-
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castle, being teazed by the barking of a mon­grel, took it up ii;i his mouth by the back, . and, with great composure, clopped it over the quay into the river, without taking any other revenge on an adversary so contemptible. 

THE NEW_FOUNDLAND DOG, 

THE sE faithful and sagacious animals , ·which are now commonly used to guard our houses, instead of the ma.stiff, were originally brought from Newfoundland, where they are much employed by the settlers, in bringing down wood in sledges, from the interior parts of the com.try to the sea. coast. Their strength is very great, and their docility is not less so. They are wer1 ..: footed, and there­fore calculated to swim with great facility, and in consequence of thi , they have saved numbers from a watery grave. Nor is it only their masters that they will endeavour to assist; they seem to have a natural disposi­tion to rescue from the water, whatev er .or whosoever is in danger of suffering. · In tbe summer of 1 '792, a gentleman was bathing at Portsmouth, in one of the machines; ..and being unacquainted with .the steepnesi. of the 



Tt-IE DOG. 91 
~bore, .and no swimmer, he was soon out of 
his depth. Hi~ danger was not perceived 
by the person whose business it was to attend 
him, and it is probable he might have perish-
ed, had not a Newfoundland dog, standing 
on the shore, provi<lentiaily seen the acci­
dent, and swam to his assistance. He drag­
ged him to the beach, in a state of insensihi­
lity, and it was some time before he recoveredo 
The gentleman purchased his preserver at a. 
great price, and considered him as the most 
valuable property he had. We shall only 
give another anecdote of this sagacious and 
intrepid animal: in the. year 1789, during a 
violent storm, a ship, bel.onging to Newcastle,. ' 
was lost near Yarmouth, and nothing escaped 
alive, except a Newfoundland dog, who 
~wam ashore with the captain's pocket ... book 
in his mouth. He landed amidst a concourse 
of people, whom the catastrophe had assem­
hled together, several of whom in vain at­
tempted to rob him of his prize. The saga­
cious animal, as if conscious of he importance 
of the charge, which perhaps was inrrusted to 
him by his perishing master, at length haviI'lg 
sdected a person who seemed worthy of his 
~onfit.._nce, leaped in a fa ;•,ming manner up­
on him, and delivered the book to him. This 
duty discharged, he returned to the place 
where he had landed, and anxiously watched 
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an<l seized every article that was driven ashme from the wreck. 

THE BULL-DOG . 

Tr-I Is -variety has a large thick head, a shm ~ nose, and the under jaw shorter than the up per. It is strong, fierce, and cruel, frequent! y biting before it gives warning of its approach . 'This animal is peculiar to England; and, since bull-baiting, that opprobium to a· civi­lized nation, has been on the decline, the breed is becoming n'lore scarce, and humanity­would have reason to rejoice "·vere it guite ex­tinct. Not, ii1dced, that the bull-dog is a dangerous creature, but heca11se it is applied o the most barbarous purposes. Some years ago, a young savage, confident of the courage of his bull-clog, laid a trifling wager, that he , would at separate times, cut off all the ani-. mal's feet; and that after every successive am­putation, he would attack the bull. This cruel and unmanly experimaut was tried, a:1<l the ·inhuman owner won his bet. -
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THE TERRCER . 

. The terrier is a small rough kind of hound~ 
with a most acute smell, and is the natural 
enemy ·of rats, mice, weasels, and other ver-min. 
He possesses so much courage, as to attack 
even the badger; nor can the most resolute 
opposition daunt his ardour. He is likewise 
employed so drive the fox from his. hole; and 
is therefore a peculiar favourite with sports­
men, an? in high estimation, as a domestic 
companion. 

A spotted variety of the terrier kind, m:1rkcd 
with white, tan-colour, and ~black,_ has lately 
been introduced into some parts of this king­
dom; and, as they are far from being m:1-
merous at present, they are proportionably va-

. lued. Indeed, they possess many agreeable 
qualities; they have all the spirit .of sporrfng 
dogs, all the attachment of the most faithful of 
the kind, an<l all the elegance of the ,lap-dog, 

That the terrier is susceptible of many of 
the parssions that agitate mankind, and has no 
small share of address, will be manifest from 
the following anecdote. A Staffordshire gen­
tleman used to c_ome twice a year to town, on 

horseback, accompanied by his terrier; but for 
l ij 
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fear of losing it in the metropolis, be alway~ -left it in the care of his ]and-lady, at St. Al­ban's. Once, however, the house-dog of the inn and the terrier guest having a quarrel, the latter was so much over-matched, that it was with difficulty he could ~rawl out of the yard, and for a week no one knew what was become of him. He then returned, and hrought with him a larger dog than that by which he had been beaten, when both of them fell upon the former victor, antl bit him most unmercifully, leaving him half dead. The terrier and hi~ friend again disappeared; and as all this hap­pened while the gentleman was in L ondon, when he ca1led in his way home, at St. Al_, ban's, he had the mortification to hear the above particulars, and gave up his dog for lost. On arriving at his home, however, he found his terrier safe; and, on inquiry into circum­stances, was informed, that he had returned upon his being first missed from St. Alban's, and had coaxed away the great house-dog, with which he proceeded to avenge the injuri es. he had received, and then came home in quiet with his companion. 
A terrier is well-known to the writer of this, who finding his master had <lropped a guinea in a public-house, took it up unnoticed in his mouth, carried it home, and, as his owner was undressing to go to bed, dropped it into his shoe. 
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So much for dogs. The article has been 
extended to a great len.gth, but we are not 
afra.id··that -it will tire. 1v1u-ch-mo,re might be 

added, if this little volume were not intended 
to embrace · a variety of other subjects. . But 
while we have enlarged on the good qualities 
of the canine race, it should not be concealed, 
that they sometimes destroy those flocks which 
they are formed to guard ; and .i:ha t all the 
pleasure we receive from their society and ser­
vices is embittered by the reflection, that they 

are subject to madness, which they are as ready 
to communicate to their -benefactors, .. as to 

strangers ; and against .which medicin~ has hi-
therto discovered no certain antiGlote. ., 

THE FOX. 

THE fox is a native of every country in the 
globe, except, perhaps, of the hottest parts of 
Africa; and every where he evinces the same 
cunning disposition, the same eagerness after 
prey, and commits the same ravages among 
game, birds, poultry, an<l the smaller quadru­
peds. His long bushy tail, ancl his rank smell, 
sufficiently distinguish him from other qua­
drupeds. Though the fox when young, may 

T •• • ,., ' ~ 
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be domestieateJ, and appears very fami11iar, as he grows older his n?,tural wildness becomes conspicuous ; and no arts of man have beet able fully to tame him ► Yet the fox is so nearly ailied to the dog, that they have fre­quently been known to intermix, and to pro­duce a b_!:eed which possesses the good and bad . qualities of both. 

Of all beasts of prey, reynard is esteemed the most sagacious and crafty. He provides himself an asylum where he can retire from danger, and he procures his subsistence by artifice rather than force. When circum­stances allow, he fixes his residence on the border of a wood, in the vicinity of some farm or village. There ne listens to the crowing of the cocks, and the crackling of poultry; he even scents them at a distance, and, taking his opportunity, he seizes them with address, and generally carries some of them off in security. Wherever he ca:n get admission, he is sure to ravage and destroy ; but _he selects the silence of the night for his depredations in the farm­yard; and, as is said, will lay hold of the cock first, that he may prevent his loud clar.Jours, while he is worrying the. hens. Vvhen he has killed as many :is he can reach. he retires softly with pan of his prey, and returns again and again, ti11 the approach of light, or some movements perceived in the house, warns him \o retire to his de~ He conceals with great 
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art what he is not able to carry away at once, 
and watches his opportunity of bringing it to 
his retreat, even after an interval of several 
days. He will cheat the fowlers, by visiting 
their nets or th€ir birdlirne before they are up. 
He hunts hares in the plains, or seizes them in 
their forms, and digs out the rabbits in war­
rens; discovers the nests of partridges and quailo, 
seizes the dam; and sucks the eggs. In fact, 
he is the worst of all poachers ; and though 
some of those who are most strenuous in the 
preservation of game, are equally attentive to 

prevent the destruction of foxes, they may be 
assured the two systems are incompatible, and 

, that the strongest animal will prevail. In the 
Isle of "\1/ight, where there is a pena1ty' for 
intro<lucing a fox, game perhaps ,is more pen­
tiful than in any other part of the kingdom·; a 
natural consequence of the exemption that de­
lightful spot enjoys. 

But th~ fox is by no means delicate in his 
food: when pressed by hunger, he will make 
war on rats, mice, serpents, lizards, and toads, 
and, in the Jestrucrion of these, he in some 
measure compensates for the injuries and de­
predations which he commits. He has eve1 
been known to attack bee-hives, from his love 
of honey; but in such an adventure he gene~ 
rally reaps bitters instead of sweets. In France 
he is very destructive among the grapes; and 
,indeed, his predilection for this fruit ha& been 
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notice<l in the scriptures. " Take us the foxes, 
" the little foxes, that spoil the vines; for our 
" vines have tender grapes." · 

The female fox breeds commonly. but once 
a year, though she goes only about six weeks 
with young. She produces from three to six 
at a litter, which, like puppies, are brought 
forth blind. Her attachment to her offspring 
is ardent; and when pursued, she has been 
known to take up a cub in her teeth, and 
carry it several miles. Dr. Goldsmith re.lates 
a remarkable instance of the kind. A she-fox, 
attended by only one cub, was unkennelled 
near Chelmsford. Be_ing hotly pursued, an<l 
the young one being unable to keep pace 
with her, she snatched it up in her mouth, 
and continued her flight. In passing through 
a farm-yard, however, she was attacked by 
the mastiff, and obliged to relinquish her 
young, which was picked up by the farmer. 
It is with pleasure we add, that the affec­
tionate creature escaped, at last, from her sa­
vage pursuers. 

In this country, fox-hunting is one of the 
most common amusements of the idle, the rich, 
and the unpolished. · For the gratification of 
this ignoble passion, not only the poor animal is tortured, but the greatest expense is incurred, and the greatest risks frequently run. A man, 
who would not be at the trouble of riding h,If a 
clozen miles to save the life of a fellow crea­
ture1 will frequently ride forty or fifty in pur-
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suit of vermin; and, if he kills his horse as 
well as the fox, it adds to his silly triumph. 
The damage done to farmers by hunting has 
been calculated to amount to littl e less than a 

million sterling per annum; while the great 
number of horses that are kept solely for hunt­

ing, by consuming a considerable portion of 
the produce of the earth, increase the injury 
whi:h the COlJlmunity receives from this di. 
version. 

Dogs pursue the fox with great animation. 

In the chase, the fox not only trusts to run­
ning, in which he excels, but employs all his 
native cunning to elude his foes, and fre­
quently succeeds. If, however, neither fleet ... 
ness nor stratagem can avail, he defends him­
self with courage and bravery, and at last, re­
signs his breath with silent resolution. 

A fox will live from twelve to fourteen 

years; and amidst the various dangers with 
which he is surrounded, perhaps enj'oys exis­
tence as much as many creatures that are th 
favo\irites of mankind. His voice is a yelp 
rather than a bark, and in summer he is com .. 
monly silent. · 
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THE CAT. 

ANIMALS of the cat kind are ferocious in their disposition, :;ize their prey with a spring, have sharp retractile claws, a round head, a short visage, and a rough tongue. 
The domestic cat is the only animal of its genus whose services are useful to man. It has long been taken under his protection, and in consequence of education, its manners are al­most entirely d1angecl; yet it is often capriciom, in 'its resentments, and though not incapable of attachment, its fidelitv is seldom to be relied on. An inad, ertent treid on its tail, cancels the obligations of years . A kitten is one of the most playful of animals; but as it grows up, tl1e innate charac.ter of its kind begins to pre­vail, ancl it acts from fear rather than affec­tion, Cats are lively, cleanly, delicate, and voluptuous; they are fond of ease, and ai­ways make choice of the softest of beds. The female goes fifty-six days with young, and seldom brings forth more than five or six . at a time. She feeds and suc.kles her kittF,ns with the greatest maternal solicitude, and when they are old enough to follow her, she ·11r1:oduces them to the family in v. hich she resides, and seems to bespeak protection for 
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t 1em, though it is seldom granted, farther than 
to save one or two .of the number. 

_ The cat has an aversion to water; she loves 
o bask in the sun; and is particularly affected 

by the smell of valerian, nia1·u1n, and cat­
mint. The mouse is her favourite game; but 
she will prey on rats,birds, bats,young hares, and 
rabbits, or whatever she can seize. She waits 
pat iently for her prey, till he1: victim comes 
"ithin her reach; when she bounds upon it 

with unerring aim, and seldom suffers it to 
escape from her grasp. 

It is generally supposed that cats see in the 
<lark better than in the light; but this is not 
absolutely the case. It is certain, however, 
hat owing to the structure of their eyes, they 

can distinguish objects with much less light 
than most other animals; and this is the reason 
hat they prefer the night to the day for catch 

ing their prey. 
The fur of the cat is sleek and very glossy, 

and therefore easily electrified. When rub­
bed in the <lark it will send forth sparks. It 
is fond of washing its face with its fore feet, 
particularly before a change of weather; and at 
ti mes it diffuses a fragrant smell, somewhat 
like that of cloves. 

Cats are extremely tenacious of life, and 
therefore have given rise to a proverb; yet 
they soon become old, and seldom reach more 
lrnn ten years of age. The writer of this, 
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however, knew a cat which lived to be thi1-
ty-two, and within a week of its deatl1 was 
seen catching a mouse. 

' In the time of Bowel Dela, Prince of\Vales, 
who died in 948, it appears that cats were of 
considerable value, and consequently must 
have been scarce. The price of a kitten, be­
fore it could see, was fixed at a penny ; till 
proof could be given of its having caught a 
mouse, at two-pence; after which it ·.vas rated 
at fourpence, a very considerable sum in days 
when specie was so scarce. As a farther 
proof of the estimation in which these animals 
were held by the Cambrian prince, as well as 
~f the simplicity of the times, it wa~ declared, 
that if any should steal or ki11 the cat that 
guarded the prince's granary, the offender was 
to forfeit either a milch ewe, her fleece and 
lamb, or as much wheat as, when poured on 
the cat suspended by the tail, its head touch­
ing the floor, would form a heap high enough 
to cover the tip of the tail. 

Frnm these circumstances it may be inferred' 
that cats were not originally natives of tl-1.ese 
islands, and that it was thought necessary to 
make public regulations for the protection of 
the breed. 

Among the Mahometans, the cat is a par­
ticular favourite; and she was the object of 
high veneration among the Egyptians.­
" When the cat dies," says H~rodotus, " alJ 
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rhe people of the house, where that accident 
has happened, shave their eye-brows, in toke11 
of sorrow; and her body is embalmed an<l ho~ 
nour2.bly interred." In the eastern countries;, 
i 1<leed, ~he cat still enjoys a high degree of 
respectful pi·otection ; and we are informed, 
by Baumgarten, that there is a kincl of hospi­
tal for them at Damascus. 

Though cats in general are more attached to 
places than persons, there have been instances 
nf their neither being deficient in gentleness 
nor gratitude. Pertnant informs us that Henry 
"\iVriotheslcy, Earl of Southampton, the friend 
and companion of the Earl of Essex in his 
fatal insurrection, having beeri some time con­
fined in the Tower, \vas orie clay surprised by 
a visit from hi~ favourite cat, which, tradition 
s;:i.ys, reached his master by descending the 
thirni:1ey of the room in which he was lbdged. 
Cats certainly may be taught -to follow their 
master or mistress, like a dog ; but In their 
ev€ry action, they seem rather to be solicitous 
to court fa voui· than to return kindness. If 
Southampton\ cat followed its master to the 
'T'ower, it was more because it missed his at.i. 
tentions at home, than because it felt a dispo ... 
sifron to mitigate his sufferings by its so .. 
iety. 

1\-Iany instances, however, may be produced 
of the sagacity of cats; :Mr. Bingley, in his 
Animal B1qgraphy, givt:s the following: " A 

K 



110 THE CAT. 

friend of mine," says _he, " pos1ie~sed a cat 
and a dog, which, not being able to live to­
gether in peace, had several contentious strug­
gles for the m:istery; and, in the end, the .dog 
so completely prevailed, that the cat was driven 

. from the house; ancl forced to seek another 
asylum. Se_veral months elapsed, during which 
the dog reigned undi pured lord. A t length, 
however, he was poisoned by a servant, and 
was soon afterwards carried out lifeless, into 

J 

the, area before the door. The cat, from a 
neighbouring roof, was observed to watch the 
motions of several persons who went up to 
look at her rival, and when all were re tired, 
she descended, and crept, with some degree of 
caution, into the place. At length, approach­
ing the dog, she frequently patted him viith ·. 
her paw ; and finding that he was no longer 
able to off~ her injury or insult, she quietly 
returned. to her former residence, and resumed 
h 1 . " . er usua vocation. 

The subsequent anecdote shews the' sagacity 
of the cat in a still clearer light. A murder 
having been cornmitted at Lyons, in 1800, on 
the body of ·a woman belonging to that city, 
a physician was called in to investigate the 
business. He found the deceased extended · 
on the floor, and weltering in her blood. A 
large -white cat, which it seems had been much 
favoured hy her late mistress, was mounted on 
the con1ice of a cupboard, at the farther end 



THE CAT. 111 

of the apartment, where it seemed to have 
taken refuge, and sat vv•irh looks expressive of 

horror and affrigh_t, having its eyes fixe-J on 

the corpse. 
The following morning, the cat was found 

in the s·ame situation and attitude; anJ though 
the room was filled v.:ith officers of justice, an<l 
the clamour and conversation were very loud, 

nothing could in the smailest degree divert it_s 
attention. As soon, ho\.vever, a.s the persons 
suspected of the murder were brou.ght in, the 

eyes of the cat • glared with increased fury ; 
its hair bristled; and, darting into the middle 

of the rooin_, it took a momentary gaze at them, 

and then n;tirecl un<ler the bed. The assassins, 
conscious of.gtJilt, beg:i.n to be disconcerted, 
and, for the first time, their au<lacity seemed 
to forsake them. In this instaBce; the cat 

proved an auxiliary to justice: it probably wit­
nessed the catastroohe, and its behaviour di-

' . 
vulged the atrocious deed. 

The maternal tenderness of this race of ani­
mals is the object of admi_ration to every ob- -
server of nature; but it is not only to her own 

_offspring that the cat will shew kindness. In 
,discharging the duties of a mother, if her own 

young are destrqyed or remove<l, she wirl rear 
a supposititious brood. ,vhite, of Selborne, 
gives instances of a cat rear'ing a leveret, three 

young squirrels, ~nd even of formi_ng an at-

K .ij 
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tachment for a rat which had a~cidentaliy 
been thrown under her protec_tion. 

The writer of this has seen a cat suckling 
:$quirrels with the fum1est regard ; the sigh~ 
was unnatural, but, on both sides, the affect~on 
een;1ed to be sincere. 

THE BARE. 

TH~ hare is one of the most innocent and 
the most timid of all quadrupeds ; it is sur­
rounded with enemies, yet itself is an enemy 
to nothing that lives, as it subsists entirely on, 

_ vcget;_;ble food. _ 
The hare is so well known as to equire no 

description of its form. A full-sized one will 
weigh about eight pounds i and it is said that,. 
in th.e Isle of Man, they have . grown to -the 
weight .of twelve pounds~ 

This animal inhabits all parts of Europe, 
and 2 indeeq, most of the temperate and cold 
climates throughout the world. In our ovvn 
country, it is considered as game, and there~ 
fore is protected by various laws; but these, 

✓ so far from being its defence, only expose it to 
clandestine violence, from those who have no 
interest in its preservation, though frequently 
they are at the expence of maintainin$ ir: 1 
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The hare is so watchful and timid that it is 

alw~ys lean, yet its fle~h is highly esteemed 
Ly tbe moderns; and we find it was so among 
many of the ancients, though it was a forbid­
den food among the aboriginal Britons. Its 
fore legs being shortest, it always runs swifter 
up hill than on even ground; and, therefore, if 
pursued, it generally takes to rising grounds. 
It frequently keeps all day in its fqrm, and 
only goes abroad to feed by night. Its eyes 
are so prominent, that it sees behind as well 
as before, and, if disturbed, after various <lou­
blings, will return to the same place from 
wbence it set out. · 

Hares breed several times in the year ; tlie 
female suckles her ~young ab0ut three weeks, 
and then leaves them to provide for them-
selves. · 

Were it not for the amazing fecundity of 
these animals, the breed would probably long 
ere now have been extinct. Beasts of prey, 
licensed sportsmen, hunters, poachers, are all 
busied in thinning its numbers ; yet, except 
when the season has been peculiarly unfa­
vourable, no general deficiency is perceived. 

They are supposed to live about seven years, 
and the males reach a greater degree of lon­
gevity than the females. T'hey pass theiJ days 
in solitude and silence, except that they occa­
sionally assemble by moon-light, and sport 
together, when they think themselves safe from 

K iij . 
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annoyance. But a falling leaf disturbs thcm1 
~nd instead of seeking security from union, 
they scamper off in different directions. Their 
pace is a kind of gallop, or quick succession 
of leaps; c1.nd they are so extremely s, ·ift, and 
possess so many arts of eluding pursuit, that 
they frequently escape their enemies. The 
more they have been hunted, the more saga­
city they evince, and the greater sport they 
furnish to those who receive delight from pa­
tient suffering Yet humanity must disclaim 
all unpecessc1.ry cruelty. If animals must be 

estroyed, let it be done by the quickest mode 2 

and with the least previo.us torture : 

Poor is the triumph o' er the timid hare! 
Yet vain its best precaution: tho' she sits 
Conceal'd with folded ears, unsleeping eyes, 
By natme rais'd to take th' horizon in; 
And head conc'cal'd bctw en her hairy feet, 
Jn act to spring away. The scented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth; and deep 
Iu scatter'd sullen openings, far behind, 
'\A; ith cv'ry breeze, she hears the coming storm : 
~ut, nearer and more frequent, as it leads 
The sighing gale, she springs amaz'd, and all 
The savage soul of game jg up at once. 

The voice of a hare is never heard, except 
when it is seized or wounded, an<l then it re­
sembles the humani Though easily tamed, it 
seldom acquires any considerable degree of 
attachment, and_ in general watches the .first 
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epportunity of recovering its lihcrty. Yet it 
is not <lesti~ute of docility: it has been taught 
to beat a drum, and to perform gestures in ca., 
dencc. 

Dr. T ownson informs us, that he took 
much pains with a. young hare, and rendered it 
uncommonly familiar. In the evening it would 
become so frolicsome as to run and jun;ip 
about his sofa and bed. Sometimes in its play 
it would leap upon him, and pat him wjch its 
fore:...feet, or, while re::i<ling, it would knock the 
book out of his hand; but whenever a stranger 
entered the room, it q.lways exhibited consi­
derable symptoms of alarm. 

Mr. Borlase mentions a hare that was so 
tame and domestic, as to lie under a chair in 
the sitting-room like a lap-dog, walk into the 
garden to regale itself, and then return to the 
house as its proper habitation. I ts usual aom­
panions were a grey hound and a spaniel, hoth 
very fond of hunting; yet they never molested 
their comrade, though it always slept on the 
same hearth, and frequently laid itself Uf'L,r. 
them. · 
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THE RABBIT. 

This well-known animal is diffused, either 
. in a wild or a tame state over all the temperate 
and warm parts of Europe, and even the hot­
test regions of Asia and Africa. It is not, how­
ever, originally of British extraction, lhongh 
it has bee:;n long naturalize<l here, a.nd is found 
ext rem el y productive. In Sweden, and other 

. n6rthern countries, it will not live, unless ta­
ken under the protection of man. Heat, in<lced, 
is ifs delight; and in the warm climates of the 
western hemisphere, it has increased prodigi­
ously, since it was first introc.luced there by the 
Spaniards. -

The colour of the wild rabbit is brown, with 
a tail black above and white beneath; but 
when domesticated, it assumes P.very hue from 
black to white. In a state of nature, rabbits 
burrow in the ground, where they hring forth 
their young. Their fecunc.lity is astonishing, 
as they frequently breed seven tjmes a year, 
and generally produce seven or eight at a time. 
'\Vere this to go on regularly for four years,. 
the progeny from a single pair would amount 
to upwards of twelve hundred thousand. 

But, prolific as they are , there is no danger 
of the earth being over-s tocked with them. 
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Numbers of them are destroyed by man, for. 
food, and still more by beasts and _birds of 
prey. Their enemies, i~1deed, are various, 
while, on their part, they injure nothing that 
breathes. · 

Rabbits live to the age of eight or nine 
years. The female goes about thirty days 
with youn_g. A sport tirr~e previou·s to her 
bringing forth, she provides herself a hole 
made in a zigzag direction, with a receptacle, 
at the extre1riity of larger dimention s, which 
she lines with hair torn from her own body. 
for the two first days she scarcely ever leaves 
her young; and when necessity drives he'r 
abroad for fo9d, she quickly satisfies her hun -
ger; and retuni:s to her charge, wh~ch she carc­
fulf v conceals from the male, lest he should 
dev~ur them. At the e1,1d ~fa month, ,her off­
spring can pr<;)Vide for themselves; and not­
withstanding the unnatural propensity of the 
buck to destroy them in their nascent state, no 
sooner are they brought to · the m~uth of the 
hole, than he takes th em betwcer:i his paws, 
smooths their fur, and ~arcsses them with 
marked affection. 

' " A · Frnnch gentleman, who \ong amnsed 
himself with rearing rabbits, nnd observing 
their manners, remarked that the young paid 
great deference to their first father, and thar~ 
on any appearance of danger, he always pu~ 
himseif at their l~cad, a11d stqod ~t th(:: n10url~ 

\ 
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of the hole, till his company had retired. As 
these animals, indeed, live in societies under 
ground, they have a singular method of giving 
alarm, hy thumping with one of their hind 
fee t, which produces a hollow sound, that may 
be heard a considerable way. This instinct is 
kindly given, to enable them to escape from 
some of their numerous enemies; and we find 
it invariably exe-rted on every emergency. 

Rabbits; in warrens, keep much in their 
holes during the middle of the day.., and sel­
dom come abroad to feed, except in the morn­
ings and evenings. It is then that the war­
rene r watches for them, and catches as many 
as his demands require, and the stock under 
his controul will allow. The flesh though 
-orbi <l<len ro the J e\VS and I\1ahometans, is ;1 
favo urite dish wirb most people; and the skin 
js a considerable article of commerce. The 
fur in particular is a valuable article in the hat 
manufacture. 

Tame rabbits are larger than wild ones. 
Sensible of the protection they enjuy, they 
r-iever dig holes for their retreats . Their flesh 
h owever, is less esteemed; and, unless thev 
are kept clean, and carefully fed, they are li'­
~ble to several destructive disea~es. 
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THE SQU:IRREL, 

THE squirrel is a light, nimple, and elegant 
creature-~ It climbs trees with the greates 
agility, and by its sportive bounds, from branch 

. to branch, enlivens our paths and forests, and 
contributes to the general beauty of the scene. 

The ears of the common squirrel are ter­
minated with longtufts of hair, and its tail is 

· long and very bushy. The -Cmiform colour of 
the body is a bright reddish brown, but the 
breast 'and belly are white. Sometimes, how­
ever, a variety is seen in England, with a milk 
white tail; but whether this arises from acci. 
dent or from nature, bas not been clearly as 
certained. 

The species inhabits Europe,· North Ame~ 
rica, and the northern and temperate regions 
of Asia. In Sweden and Lapland, however, 
the colour changes to grey in the winter sea­
son. It lives on woodland fruits, acorns, nuts~ 
and the mast of beech ; and, i1i' eating, sics erect, 
holding its food in its fore-paws. 

Though naturally wil<l and timid, the squir­
rel is soon reconciled to confinement, and be. 
comes very docile and frolicsome; but if pro~ 
voked, it will bite with severity even the hand 

that feeds it. It may be taught several amus• ,, 
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ing tricks; and the beauty of its form, and the 
vivacity of its motions, con.spire, with its do­
cility., co render it a favourite with young per­
::; r)ns, who freq ucntly doom it to the captivity 
of a cage. 

In a -state of nature, the squirrel seldom de­
scends to the ground, except during a storm, 
but continues leaping from one tree to another. le never leaves its food to chance; bst in sum­
mer and autumn, secures, in the hollow of 
some tree, its magazine of nuts, providentially 

. looking ·forward to the dreary season which 
shall strip the forests both of their fruits and 
their foliage. It makes its princip:il excur­
sions by night, and she\.vS the gt·eatest activity 
in the spring; lying by in tbe heat of the day, 
as if the powerful rays of the sun were disa­
greeable. 

It generally constructs its nest among the 
large branches of a great tree, where tl1ey be­
gin to fork off into small ones. After select­
ing the particular spor, it begins, with great 

, judgment, to level the foundation as far as 
it is able; and then, collecting moss, twigs, 
and dry leaves, it fornis them into a mass suf­
ficiently strong to resist the most violent storm. 
The entrance is by an aperture at the top; and 
this is so contrived, that the rain is excluded 
by means of a canopy; and the little animal 
can enj_oy itself in its bed, independent of d e 
yveather. 
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Tbe- winter, stores are seldom found 111 the 
nest, but are most coinmonly deposited in th•: 
hollow of rhe tree, with abunchmt care, and 
never touched, except whei1 the animal is un­
able to go abro;;iu to seek for fresh supplies. 
'Thl1s a sing1e tree serves both for a retreat 
and a store-house ; and without quitting ir. 
luring the winter,· the squirrel possesses all the 

~o n1forts that its nature is capable of receiving .. 
Like every other creature, however, it has its 
enemies to contend with. Inhuman boys fre .. 
quenrly hunt it, by way of amusement; and 
the martin not on! y pl un@crs it of its young1 
but sometimes dispossesses it of its nest. 

The female brings forth four or five at a time, 
a.n<l that only once a year. 

The vigilance of the squirrel is extreme: if 
the tree in which i lodges i~ ~ut touched at 
the bottom, it immediately takes the alanri, 
and flies off to another, thus proceeding from: 
~ree to tree, though the distance may be forty 
feet. If obliged to descend, it runs up the 'side 
of another tree with surprising agility, and 
will take the rounds of a forest, by means im­
practible to-any other quadruped. 

This animal seldom makes any noise, ex­
cept when it expresses its sense of pain or 
pleasure. When it is hurt, ·it utters 3. sharp 
piercing note; and when it is pleased, it makes 
a kind of purring sound, not unlike t~at of a 
cat. 

L 
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"\Vhen squirrels are disposed to cross a lake 
•or a river, which has been frequently nottced 
rn Lapland, they collect pieces of bark, on 
•v-vhich each seats itself, as. if ir2 a boat, amd 
- rises its tail for a sail. In calm water -they 
proceed without difficul_ty, but sho·1lc.l they 
meet with a current or a gust of \vind, the 
miserable mariners are chietlv lost, and the na 
!i-ves make a prey of their sk;ris, which sell fo.r: 
a good prjce. 

THE NOR"\VAY OR BRO,VN RAT" 

THIS animal, which made its appearance:'. 
among us some time in the last century, and 
p·robably came from the East Indies, though 
it bears the name of another country, has 
greatly reduced our native race, but has itself 
multiplied so excessively, as to be an infinite!, 
greater pest than what it has assisted to de­
stroy. 

These creatures, being amphibious, during 
summer, reside chiefly in holes on the banks 
of riv~rs, ponds and ditches; • but on the ap­
proach of winter, they frequent farm-houses, 
and enter the corn-stacks and barns, where 
they commit th,e most vexing depredations. 
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]from old houses it i·s almost impossihle to ex­
tirpate them; and such is their fecundity, that 

they produce from ten to eighteen at a litter, 
and this th rice a year. 

In short, they would speedily destroy the 

fruits of the earth, and the labours 'of man. 

were not their baneful increase counteracte · 
by the numero1:1s enemies among other ani­

mals, as well as by their destroying and eatine­
each other. An old rat is as much dreaded by 
its OY\' fl species, as the whole race is dreaded· 
by other creatures that are their natural prey. 
Indeed, every thing that does not possess s-upe•Q 

· rior strength,. is obliged to submit to the brown. 
rat. The frog, which had been purposely 

introd'nced into Ireland, that it might assist to 
destroy insects, has been alinost exterminated 

by thjs voracious. animal ; and, as the means of 
subsistence has become more difficult, it is now 

obliged to prey on its own species ;.· and both 

the victor and the vanquished will probably 
soon be on a ballance. 

All the stronger carnivernus animals ha-ve a 

natural antipathy to rats. Dogs, cats, and 

weasels, pursue .them with alacrity,. and attack 

them with ar,irnositv. Thus, Providence has 
wisely ordained tl{at these pernicious. crea­
tures should he kept within bounds, either by 
their own rapacity, or by the enmity of otbe.r 
kimls. 

A rat, however, vvill sometimes sell its life. 
L ij 
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1Very dear. 'They have been know11 to c;1.t= 
ack a small dog, seize him by the lip, and iu­

:fli t a wound deep, an<l difficult to he cured. 
According to Sr. Pierre, rats once swarmed 

to such a prodigious degree in th e Isle nf 
France, that the Dutc,1 were glad to abandon 
it. In some houses, thev were so numerous, 
tha t 305000 have been }<(lled in a year; and 
the h avoc they rna<le amoDg the fruits o[ the 
earth was beyond description. In a nigl t's 
ime, th ey woulJ srrip a field of maize of its 

last e~ r ; nor was any thing secure from thci 
·apac1t y. 

But it is not only on lan<l that rats commit 
such depredations. - On shipboard they arc -
qually destructive. \Vhen the Valia1;t m:n 
of vYur returned from t}1e Havannah, in 11 36, 
the rats had increased to such a degree, that 
they {levoured daily a. hundred vveight of bis­
cuit. They were at length suffoca[e(1, and si){ 
hampers were for some time filled every <la,· 
with the rats that had been thus destroyed. 

It is said that th~y will instinctively 'leave a 
falling house and .a sinking ship. In confor 

· miry to this icjea, a clown, who had taken hi s 
passage from Bri stol to America, some few 
years ago, in a very leaky vessel, and who was 
poss.esscd with the belief that she v:oulcl never 
reach the port, hearing a rat one night as he 
h',y in his hammock, jurnped up in an ecstacy of 
joy, and runr:ij11g upon deck, exclaimed, Ha. 
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,s, iat, a r:it ! " as much as to say, " we are 

now safe, the rats have not deserted us.'' 

There are various methods of destroying 

rats;. but, so great is their cunning, that it is 

.flO easy matter to entrap they, or to allure 
them to swallow poison. A whimsical, and, as 

it is said, an effectual mode, however, of clear­

ing a house ?f these vermin, has been re­

~orded ~-An olJ rat being caught, has a bell 

tred round his neck, anrl is then turned 1oose. 

His companions, alarmed at the noise of the 

IJell, fly wherever he pursues, and at last 

jjnding plenty of food, he frequents his ol<l 

maunts, from which his brethren have beeu 

cxpel1cd by fear. 
Kempfer tells us that they tame rats in Japan, 

and teach them to perform many entertaining 

tricks; but, to most persons, a rat is so very 

disgusting, that amusement from such a source 

would be thought impossible. 

THE WATER RAT. 

THE water rat is less than the brown, bu 

larger than the black specie:;. It has a blunt 

thick nose, ears hid in for, and its head and 

L iij 
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body COVtlred with long black hair, mix a 
with ferruglnous. 

This animal is a native of Europe, the 
North of A5ia, and America .. In form it bears 
some resemblance to the beaver, and is ex­
tremely dexterous in diving and swimming. It 
burrows in the banks of rivers, ponds, and 
ditches, feeding on fry and small fishes, frogs., 
insects, and roots. As a swimmer and diver., 
it excels: but frequently in pursuit of its prey., 
it is snapped up by the more voracious pike:t 
"'"he tyrant of th<': watery plain." 

This animal, however, is the least destruc­
t' ve and forbidding of its tribe, and therefore 
may be tolerated if it merits not protection. 

/~=== 

THE DORMOUSE. 

THE dormouse is an elegant little creature 
~.md therefore is sometimes taken under the 
care of man. It has full black eyes; the ears 
are round and thick; and the tail, which is 
two inches and a half long, is pretty hairy 
towards the extremity. The body is about 
the size of the common .mouse, but is rather 
more plnmp; and the colour is a red tawny, 
except in the throat, where it is white. 

I 
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1 i1is animal is a native of almost eyery par~ 
._'):f Europe. It general! y builds.,i.ts nest 1 e.ir 
~he bottom of a thick hedge, either wirh mos. 
or th€ leaves of trees, subsisting principally 01 

1mts, which it eats in a kind of erect posture, 
after the manner of the squirrel. 

At the commencement of winter, it roli; 
ttself up in its retreat, where it lies in a torpid 
state, till revived by the genial heat of the re­
turning spring. Sometimes, however, when 
he weather proves unusually mild in the sea­

s.on, or when it is brought near a fire, it wil 
-recover its vital energies; but the exciting 
cause being· removed, it soon relapses into it'> 
·mmcr insensibility. 

THE COl\iMON MOUSE. 
I • 

TH Is species is so weJl-known, that it~ 
form needs no description. It is a timid, cau 
ious, active 1ittle creature) and so entirely do­
mestic, that it is never found jn. the fields, or 
where the country is uninhabited by man. Fear-
ul bv nature, hut familiar from necessity, it at­

tend; on the human race, and except in search­
ing for its food, seldom gnits its retreat. It 
iay, however, be tamed to a certain degree> 
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but it never loses its natural apprehensions.» 
_ nor discovers any attachment to its bene­

factors. 
Wholly incapable of resistance, it is sur­

rounded with enemies. The cat, the snake., 
th~ owl, the weasel, the rat, destroy this mild. 
race bv millions; and were it not for their 
amazi1ig fecundity, the breed must long since 
have been extirpated. The mouse, indeed, 
breecls at all seasons, and produces six or seven 
at a ·time, which, in less than a fortnight, are 
able to shift for themselves. Aristotle gives 
us an idea of the astonishing prolific q ~ality 
of this creature, by informing us, that, having 
put a pregnant mouse into a vessel ' of corn, 
he shortly after found a hundred and twenty, 
all sprung from the original stock. 

These little animals, which live only about 
two or three years, are by no means disagree­
able; and vvhile the rat is the object of 
J 1iversal detestation and abhorrence, the 

mouse 1s behdd with indifference, if not with 
t lcasurco 
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THE HEDGEHOG. 

THOlJGH the hedgeha.g has a formida bk 
appearance, no creature can be more harm­
less. All its prec~rntions are <lirected on! v to it:, 
own sect1ritv, and it is armed ·at a th~rnsand 
poi.nts, not, to invade, but to repel an enemy , 
\Vhile other animals trnst to their for r e, their 
cunning, or their sv,·iftness, the hedgehog has 
only one expedient for its safoty, and that is 
generally suffici-ent. As soon as 'it perceives 
itself attacked, it withdraws al l its vulnerable 
parts, rolls itself up into a ki-nd of ball, and 
presents nothing but its spines _to the foe. 

The head, back, and · si<les, indeed, of this 
animal are covered with sharp prickles, about 
an i.nch long, and very sharp pointed, anJ from 
these j.r derives its defensive armour. The 
other parts of its body are either naked or co­
vered with fine soft hair; bt1t it possesses the 
power of altering its whole figure, and of pre-• 
senting a roundish mass of spines, imperviou:; 
on every side. The .cat, the weasel, the fer­
ret, and the martin, soon dedine the combatJ 
and enµ the dog generally makes his atta€ks 
in vain~ ln attempting to bite, he more fre- . 
quently receives than gives a wound, and, a tr 
le;,1 gth, is cbliged to lea 11'.C the .innofensive _a1,..1 i --
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rnal where he found it; which, perceiving i-t­
ielf free from danger, ventures to peep from 
under its covering, and if not again inter­
rupte<l, advances deliberately to its retreat . 

. Like most wild animals, the hedgehog 
spends the best part of the day in s1eep, and 
ohews the greatest activity during the night. 
It generally lodges in small thickets, in hedges,, 
or in ditches covered with bushes, making a 
a hole about six or eight inches deep, which it 
lines with moss, grass, or leaves-. 1t feeds on 
~oots, fruits, weeds, and worms, and is falsely., 
ac<;ording to some naturalists, charged \vith 
sucking cows, and vvounding their udders. 
The smallness of its mouth indeed seems to 
exculpate it from actually milking lar;;e qua-

, drupecls; but the writer of this ha seen evi­
dent muks of its attempts, and believes tha.1 
it has an instinctive taste for this pursuit. 

The hedgehog has also been accused of rob­
bing gardens and orchards of their fruits; but 
this charge is certainly brought without any 
.solid foundation. If kept in a garden, they 
never attempt to climb trees, nor even to stick: 
fol!en fruit on their spines, but only lay hold 
of their food with thei1: mouth. · Nlr. \1/hite 
noticed the manner in which they eat the roots 
of the plantain. With their upper jaw, which 
is much larger than the lower, they bore under 
1the plant, and gnaw the root off upwards,, 
.. fa ,·~ng the tuft of leaves untouched. 
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this respect they are ser.viceable, as they <lestroy 

a troublesome weed; and though they are too 

frequently ill-treated, by wanton folly, they 

are in their several habits so perfectly innox ­

ious, that they rather deser·ve prote~tion than 

annoyance. _ 

The hedgehog, indeed, may be rendered 

tame to a considerable degree; and it has fre­

quently been introduced into dwelliug-houses,. 

for the purpose of expelling the blattc:e, or 

cock-roaches, which it pursues with avidity, 

and feeds on with_ peculiar fondness. Among 

the Calmuc Tartars, it is kept instead of a 

cat, and in some respects, answers the same 

purpose. ., 

We are told, that, a few years ago, the 

landlord of the Angel Inn at Felton, in Nor­

thumberland, kept a hedgehog which an­

swered to the name of Tmn, ancl whrch per­

formed the duty of a turnspit, as well as the 
dogs of that denomination. It ran about the 

house familiarly, and displayed a docility that 

astonished every spectator. Buffon made se­

veral experiments ou those creatures, and gives 

.:in interesting · account of some of their habits. 

JVith all the pains he took, however, he ne­
·ver could induce them to propagate their kind 

'in a state of captivity, and he found that the 
female would even devour· her own young, 

when confined, as if she disdained to rear a 
ra,ce of slaves. 
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The hedgehog is pretty generally di.ffm;·ea 
over Europe and i\1adagasca1. In winter-, it 
wraps itself up in a warm nest, and sleeps ont 
rhe risour of the season. In this sta-te it is 
.somerimes so con pletely encircled \Vith herb­
age, chat it resembles a ball of Jried leaves; 
but when taken out and placed before the fo·c., 
i t soon recovers from its state of torpi<l-ity. 
Like all other animals that lie dormant in. 
winter, its blood is cold; and its flesh, though 
_generally rejected. as an artjcle of human foGC'l. 
!'- nevertheless said by some to be a peculiaa-" 
<tlainty. The ancients used the skin by w;;. _ 

fa clothes brush. 
The female produces four or five yo mL.., 

-ones at a birth. These at first are white, an 
have only the rudiments of spines. They are 
lodged in a large nest, composed principally ' 
;:rw .. 1 and soon acquire the full size. 

THE COMMON BAT, 

THE bat tribe, of which we have four spe­
cies, seem to occupy a middle station be ween 
quadrupeds and birds ; but though at a first 
glance they may seem more nearly allit'.d to 
r.he form r than the latter, it is only in their 
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power of raising themselves into the air, by 
means of membranes that extend their body, 
that they have any resemblance to birds. 
Like quadrupeds, they bring forth their young 
alive and suckle them; their lungs,_ their in-­
testines are formecl in a similar manner; and 
humiliating as it may appear, in some respect 
they so nearly approximate the human confor­
mation, that Li1111<Eus has placed them rn the 
very first rank of animated nature... 

The common bat is about the size of a. 
mouse, or nearly two inches ancf a half long. 
The body is covered with a short fur of a 
mouse colour, tinged with red; the eyes are 
small, and the ears exactly resemble those of 
a mouse. The me'inbers, usually called wings,. 
are merely the four interior toes of the fore 
feet, extended to an enormous length, and 
connected by a thin membrane, capable of be­
ing contracte.d at pleasure, reaching also to the 
hind legs, and from them to the tail. The 
first toe is entirely loose and fl.exile, serving 
as a heel when the bat walks, or as -a hook: 
w hen it is desirous of adhering to any thing. 
The hind feet are disengaged from the sur­
rounding skin, and divided into five toes, fu'r~ 
nished with sharp claws. 

This little animal makes its appearance earlv 
in the summer eve 1ings, and flies about i~ 
quest of its prey, with a laborious undulating 
motion. It principally frequents the sides of 

M 
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woods, glades, and shady walks; but it a!50 
skims along the surface of rivers an<l lakes, or 
wherever it can find gnats, moths, and other 
nocturnal insects. If it happens in its flight 
to strike against any ohject, and falls to the 
ground, it is caught w-ith facility. It pursues 
its prey with open mouth, and ·when satisfied, 
retires to its habitation; which is commonly 
the chink of a ruined building, ur the trunk 
of a tree. Th.ere it sleeps away the greatest 
part of the day, even in summer, never 
venturing abroad by day-light, or in rainy 
weather; but as sooQ as winter sets in, it be­
comes wholly torpid, and remains in that state 
till the return of spring. 

On its first perceiving the approaching col<l 
weather, the bat seems rather to select a place 
where it may remain in a lifeless ·inactivity, 
during the winter, without interruption, than 
.where it may · he warmly or conveniently 
lodged. Hence it is frequently seen hanging 
hy its hooke<l claws to the roof of a cave, re­
gardless of the surrounding <lamps.-'1 'his, in­
deed, seems to be the most eligible situ::ition, 
as the occasionJ.l warm ravs of the sun are ex­
cluded, and the animal is ;onsequently allowed 
to enjoy its long sleep, without being pre­
maturely reviveJ; which is often the case, 
when its hiding-place is exposed to the exter­
nal air, during a mild winter, or when the sun 
shine \vith unusual warmth on its abode. 
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Thus, K ature wisely provides for all her chil­

dren, by removing the necessity of food, when 

it is not to be procured; or, by enabling such 

as are not desrined to be torpid, to migrate 

into countries vvhere the supply of provisions 

is equal to the demands of life. 

The bat brings forth her young, in sCm1-

mer, generally from two to five at a time. 

She has t\,VO nipples, placed forwarcl on the 

breast, as in the human kind, to \vhich her 

offspring a<lhere, an<l drain the milky juice. 

It is remarkable, however, that she makes no 

nest; but, sticking herself, by her hqoks, 

against the sides of her apartment, she per­

mits her young to hang at the breast ti11 she 

begins to grow hungry, when she sticks her 

little ones in the same manner, against the 

,vall, to which they immediately cling, and 

patient! y wait her return. 

The bat, like the mouse, is capable of be­

ing reclaimed to a certain degree; and we 

are told by ~v1r. \Yhitc, that he was once much 

amu~ed by the sight o( one that had been do­

mesticated. " It would take," says he, " flies 

out of a person's hand. If you gave it any 

thing to ,e at, it brought its wings before its 

mouth, hc;;ering, and hidi1-1g its head, in .the 

manner of birds of prey when they feed. 

Tne adroitness it she\vecl° in shearing· off the 

wings of flies, which were always rejected, 

'\-Vas worthy of observ~tion, and plea~cd me 

111 ij 
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much. _ Insects seemed to be most acceptable, 
though it did not refuse raw flesh, when of­
fered; so that the notion, that bats go do,;i,;n 
chimnies and gnaw peop1e's bacon, seems no 
improbable story. \Vhile I amust::d myself with this wonderful qu_adruped, I saw it se­
veral times confute the vulgar opinion, that 
bats, when down on a flat surface, cannot get on the wing again, by rising with great e~se, frum the floor. It ran, I observed, with 
more dispatch than I was aware of, but in a eost rediculous and grotesque manner." 

Bats may be caught by throwing into the 11.ir the heads of burdock, whitened with flour, 
which they either mistake for prey, or dash­
ing casually against them, are caught by the 
hooked prickles, and brought to the ground. 
The bat, however, in this countrv, is such an 
innocent and inoffensive creat~re, that it 
would be wanton cruelty to injure it. The 
general tenor of its industry is to pursue in_; 
sects, of which it diminishes the number; 
while its evening flight amuses the imagina­
tion, and adds one figure more to the pleasing 
group of animated nature. In the warmer 
climates, however, both of the eastern and 
the western world~ bars are truly formidable ; 
each of them singly is a dang~rous enemy; but wh

1
en united in fiocks, they become dread. fol. 
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Having thus frnished the description of Do­
mesric Q uad_1 upecls, -we shall just observe, that, 
in form er times, the Wolf and the Bear would 
have been included in our enumeration, though 
they are now fortunately extinct. The last 
wolf was killed in Scotland, hy Sir Ewin Ca- _ 
meron, about the year 1680; and bears are 
known to have co-nrinued in that part of the 
island rill 1057, when l\!Ialcolrn III. permitted 
a Gordon to carry three bears' heads in his 
banner, for his prowess ~n d~stroying one, that 
ti.ad r1.1~de great ravages in the c.:ountry. 

TIIE END. 

,. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS OF EDUCATION. 

TABART and Co. at the JuvENILE and 

SCHO OL LIBRARY, 1 o. 15'7, NEW 

B oND-STREET, h ave the honour to inform 

the 1 ohi lity and Gentry, and Preceptors and Pa ­

rents in general , th at th eir much-approved Es­

tablishment has lately been augmented by fu r­

the r V t1ricties o( Book-s, on all Subjects) for 

the Use of Children and yo-ung Persons in ge-

- neral, and they continue to supply Schools 

and Families on the most accommodating and 

mos t reasonable Terms. 

The following Books, which they have just 

pub lished, are, they presume, particularly en­

t itled to the N otice and Patronage of tile 

Public. 
1. The LONDON PRIMER; ~r First 

Book for Childrc_n, at the earliest Age: in­

tended as an introduction to Dr. Mavor' s, and 

the va rious o ther English Spelling Books. By 

~r. PELHAM. Pricesix-pet)Ce. ' 

2. The ENGLISH SPELLING BOOKJ 

accompan ied by a progressive series of easy 

and familiar Lessons. Adapted to the ca~ 

pacities -of Children> and embellished with a 



Books of Education. 
vai:iety of Engravings; the whole intended to 
furnish for the use of Schools an improved in­
troductory Book to the first Elements of the 
English Language. By WILL I AM :rvI Av oR, 
LL.n. Rector of Stonesfiel<l, Vicar of Hurlev, 
Chaplain to the Earl of l\:Ioira, &c. The Six­
ti€th E<litio·n, price ls. 6d. 

3. The FIRST CATECIIISM for CHIL­
DREN, containing common Things nec es­
sary to be known, and adapted to the capacit -
and curiosity of Children ber\veen Four and 
Ten.Years of Age. By the REV. DAVID 
BLAIR, price ninepence, or I 3 to the Dozeu, 
with the foll allowanc e to Schools. 

4. READING EXFRClSES for Schools, 
on a new and very popular plan, being a Se­
quel to 11avor)s Spelling, an<l an IntrocJuction 
to the Class Book, similar in arrangerne11ts to 
Brown'? Testament. By the RE V. DAVID 
:)3LAIR, price ~s. 6d, bound. 

5. SCRIPTURE HISTORIES; or Bible 
Stories; consisting of a selection ·of all the in­
teresting narratives and insulated Biographie 
and Hi~tories contained in the Old and 1 Tew 
Testament, in the language of those Hoiy Scrip­
tures; printed in a large tyµe, 011 gooc\ p,1per, 
with copper-plates, in t wo vc.lumes, price 4-s. 
half-bound. · 

6. POETRY for C HILDREN, consisti.ng 
of Seleqtion.s of caw aml in eresting Piece., 
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from the best Poets, jmerspersed with ori­
ginal Pieces, by :MISS AIKIN. Adapted co 
Children between the age of Six and Twelve, 
price 2s. 

7. An ENGLISH DICTIONARY for 
the USE of SCHOOLS, in which all in­
significant, useless, vulgar, and indecent words 
are omitted, so - that the Dictionary contains 
none but useful and important words, and is 

consequently of such length, that the whole 
may be committed to memory within the 
period of Education. By the REV. DAVID 

BLAIR, price half-a-crown. 

llfiscellaneous Reading. 

8. The CLASS BOOK;. or Three Hun- , 
dred and Sixty-five Reading Lessons,, for 
Schools of either sex; combining the elements 

of all knowledge, with a greater number of 
reading exercises, from the best authors, than 
are to be found in any other work of the same 

description; every lesson having a clearly de­
fined object, and teachin g some principle of 
science or morality, or some important truth. 
By the R.Ev. DAVID BLAIR. A new Edition, 
printed on good paper, and ii\ a clear type, -
price 5s. bound, .vith the full allowance to 

Schools. 

9. The BRITISH NEPOS, consisting of 
selC:'ct lives of those illustrious Britons w!-lo 

have been the most distinguis-hcc.l for their vir ... 
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ucs, talents, or remarkable advancement in 

life, interspersed with practical reflections, 
written purposely for the use of young per­
sons, on the obvious and importa_.nt principle 
-that example 'LS more powe1ful and mo/'e 
seducfrve than pl'ecept. By w. MAVoR, 
LL. D. &c. The Eighth Edition, price 5s. bd. 

10. A SELECTION of the LIVES of 
PLUTARCH, abridged for the use of Schools. 
By WILLIAM MAYOR, LL. D. &c. price 5s. 
bound. 

11. SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY, or the 
Lives and Characters of the principal Person­
ages recorded in the Sacred Writings, prac­
tically adapted to the instruction and improve­
ment. of youth. By the REV. J. WATKINS, 
LL. D. price 5s . 6d. bound. 

12. The ELl~i\1E- TS of NATURAL 
HISTORY, for the Use of Schools. Foun­
ded on the Linn;£an arrangement of animals, 
with popular descriptions, in the manner of 
Goldsmith and Bnffon. By WILLIAM :\1A­
voR, LL. D. A new Edition, price 6~. bound, 
jllustrated by SO engravings, represent'ng 200 
of the most curious objects. 

13. A CIRCLE of the SCIE1 ' CES for the 
Use of Schools and young persons, containing 
a clear yet brief explanation of rhe prin­
ciples and objects of the most irnporrant bran­
ch.es of Buman Knowledge. By WILLIA.t-.~ 



Books of Education. 
l'iAYOR, LL. D. &c. &c. illustrated with en. 

gra vings, price 4s. 6cL bound. 

14. The ELEME 1 TTS of a POLITE F> 
DUC~i\.TION, carefu1lv selected from thr! 
letters of the late Phili'p Dormer Stanhope, 
Earl of Chesterfield, to his Son. · By G. GR E·· 

GORY, D, D. A new Edition, in one volume, 
price 5s. bound. 

15. CLASSICAL EN.GLISH POETRY, 
selected for the Use of Schools and young 
persons, from the best authors, with some 
original pieces. By DR. MAYOR and MR. 

FRA TT; with a preface, ind;cating the se­
veral species of poetry, and their best modes of 
Recitation. . Closely printed in duodecimo, 
price 5s. 6d. bound. 

16. A FATHER's GIFT to his CHIL­
DREN; consisting of original Essays, Tales, 
Fables, Reflections, &c. written for the use 
of the author's own children. By wI LL I AM 

MAVoR, LL. D. Vicar of Hurley, Berks, and 
Chaplain to the Earl of Moira. In two vo­
lumes, price 9s. in boaTds, or I Os. 6d. bound 

17. ArIMAL .BIOGRAPHY, consisting 
of authentic anecdotes and characteristic traits 
of Lives, Manners, and Economv of the whole 
Animal Creation; collected fron.; ·several hun­
dred of the best modern Voyages and Travels-, 
and from expensive and scarce works of Na­
tuPal History, in various lauguages. By the 



Books of Educa-t ion. 
REV. w . .BINGLEY, A. B. Fellow of the Li11-
nean Society, and late of St. Peter's College, 
Cambridge. In three volumes Svo. the Third 
Edition, considerahly enlarged, price 1 l. l0s. 
in boards. -

18. FE1\1ALE BIOG RAPI-IY; or ivfe­
moirs of Remarkable and Illustrious \V omen 
of all Ages an<l countries, impartially an 
faithfully compiled from the most authentic 
sources, and arranged alphabetically, in six 
handsome volumes duodecirno, price 3b~. in 
boards, or Two Guineas elegantly bound. 

19. The CABINET of POETRY, -:on­
taining the best entire Pieces which are to be 
found in the Works of the British Poets, from 
1v1ilton t.o Beattie, printed in chronoiogir.al se­
ries ; and the Works of each Poet prefaced hy 
an account of his L1fe and Character. Se­
lected by s. J· PRATT, Esq. In six elegant 
volumes, post ocra vo, embellished with por­
traits by Caroline vVatson, price 31. in boards, 
or 31. 10s. elegantly bound, for a literary 
present. 

N. B. S chools are supplied also with Copy-Boolcs, Cyphering~ 

Buoks, Slates, QiLills, fc. on the lowest Tums. 

w. M'DOWALL, l'rinter, Pe111berton.Row,Gou1,ll quare> Fleet Stre•i,. 
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