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There's excitemen t iu the Capital, wild rumours fill the air, 
And staid and solem n Senators have met togethei· therf'-, 
And m any an anxious face is seen, and m any a heart beats h i~h , 
For the long expected oft deferred L ast Session's drawing nigh~ 
And pale and anxious Gritis are seen with faces lougand wan 
Resolved to make one last attempt to circum\·eut Sir John, 
And from E ast and West and N orlh and South "the cry is still they come ,"' 
And they st.and around the corners, and thcv look uncommon glum-
But cool an <l. u nembarrnss()(l quite, and plucky as old ·'Pam," 
Sm J OHN aw aits the coming strife,-and doesn't care a d - n. 

Ancl now the lists arc opened and the menibers take their seats. 
All quivering like high bred nags just c'11krcd fot· 'lhe !lc:iL;;'-
There's grim il facken::ie, Lamhton's boast. ·with gnarled and rugged face 
{"Who eyer failed hy day ond!,;"hi to ftllll him iu his place n 
And Blake, th e pride of Durham, lib• a well fed DurhrJ.m steer. 
Whose broad sombrero searcc t:ouce;1ls his prowl disdainfnl c,ncer - 
And Hollon takes his final puff; and throws the stump avrnY, 
And enters with his noiseless treaJ., all eng"cr for the fray - · 
,vhilc J OH N A. looking just as meek :nul quiet as a lamb, 
Surve ys them all with i-Jlacid smile,-:uHl doesn't citre a d - n. 

In soft ·well padded easy chair,- his head upO!l hi.~ hand, 
Long Samijiefd sits wit.h moody look, and anything hut bland,
Shu uned even hy his follow Grits, all friendle~s nHtl aloHc, 
He sadl y -th inks Of other day;;,, alas 1 110w past and g·oue
, Vh ile fur ther do-wn, "remot,,, 1u1fricnded, melancholy, slow," 
The icicle J1facdnugafl ~its, and thinks of loug u;.ro, 
Of 1011;.r ago, wheJt he and S1mr{fie/,J battled side bv ,;ide. 
Anrl ,,,hen their names were breathl•d ·with :\WC "thro11ghoul -th~\ eonntry 

witle- · 
Tin t he w h o sucked them dram . 
F eels he 11 0 qualms of" care a d - 1~. 

Anon \Yith d owncast thoughtful look of wisdom most 
Uomes I Iunlinglon of Shdiord, w ith his eyes c:ist on 
Aud as with solemn heavy face he sinks into his chair, 
One sees indeed" an orator autl essayist" is there! 
And softly gliding past him, w ith a slPek but troubled 
Comes Galt, and seatr- himself :nno11g- the friend,; whom 
N ot long ag·o, and as he takes his seat he winks his eye 
Acro>os lhe floor at Lucius Seth, his tnu;ty, true ally-
For both ar <J hc~rt and soul, so rumour says, with Uncle Sam 
And .TOH?'< A . gnus and w ags his head-and doesn't care a d-11. 



5. C--
w see Dorion approach, all ready, as of yore, 

'l'o wage a hopeless sh'ife, and as he looks across the floor, 
And sees his old antagonist, he mutters "sacre bleu ! " 
'iVhilc Curlier laughs aJ1d smacks his lips, as only he can do, 
And looks around in triumph, with a thrill of honest pride 
On his e\·er faithful followers who gather to his side-
He sees tho trusty Robitaille, the pliable Simard, 
And Hlancliet, Caron, Bellerose, an(l the rough and ready tar 
"Bluff Jj'orti11, fresh from Gr,Bpt!-(slccker porpoise never swam!) 
And JOHN A. looks i,vith listless air,-aud doesn't care a d-11. 

And ihcr<' sits JOne11 o[ Halifax, wit.h angry, sullen sco,vl, 
Aud Anglin too from Gloucester, looking ·wiser than au owl
While by his si<le-in i:moth a sleek and cosy looking pair !-
Is Smith from \Vestmorelund, securely wedged into his chair
\Vhil(' not far olT, and vainly trying lo look <liguified, 
Sits" honest .Toe" from \Vent-worth, with his jokes all cut and dried, 

Ni~ ~~~(ir:-;~\~~~ ~~I J~i;1~l~(\t~1~Yi1!lc c;,~t!~ pack!) -
;\nJ, re:1dy with a joke us he, or well turned epigram, 
Sm Jo11N still sits ·with hu,lf closed eyes-and doesn't care a d-n. 

'· 
An<l now, ,Yith thougl1tful mien, and with a look of anxious care 
And sor row 011 his face, sec Jol.1/ comes from LotbiniCre, 
And softly glides into his plac«, while close beside him sits 
ftlai:donofd from Glengarry, wildest, mbidcst of Grits-
Aud Scatchenff' there from Middlesex, a trusty Grit and true, 
\Yith others at his back, in sooth a strange and motley crew
JlTarfar!a nc too, the chosen one (God save the mark!) from Perth, 
(If h e's their choice I wonder what the rest of them are worth!) 
And yet they come, and ever yet, and hustle crowd and jam 
Each other, \Yhile Srn .lonx looks on-and doesn't care a d-n. 

\Viih head filled full of strange fantastic notions of finance, 
Sits Cartwright, deeply pondering , and gives a look askance 
A.t. Hincks by whom- at least at whom-each poor employC swears
''l'is little h e regards their fond entreaties and their prayers! 
While youder sits 11Ia;-:ill, the Yery type of mule suspense,
Uncertain how the cat will jump-still sitting 011 the fence-
And Craw.ford from Tol'onto's there-and Burton from Port Hope, 

I Aud natty little Nathan, from the far Pacific slope-
And here comes Schull:: from "\"\innipeg- whilc quiet as a. clam 
Srn .TonN sits by and watches all, and- doesn't care a d'~JL 

I 
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A11d no-w, with proud and martial look comes gallant Colonel Gray, 
A statesman and a gentleman, ,vhate'er the "Globe" may say
While llar-rison and Btttty, old Toronto's double choice, 
Are there to help the Goyermnent with hearty vote and voice
And Ilillyard of the silyer tongue comes all the way from Peel, 
Prepared to back his party up-still faithful, true and loal
And, ,vith his bald and shinillg p:.i.te, and quiet as a mouse, 
Sits old Tom Street from Ohippawa, the Nestor of the House
Regarding place and po,ver as a yain and empty sham-
-And .TO_JIN A. sits and sucks his cheeks, and-doesn't care a d-n. 

But here's Alonzo TVri~ht, with honest face and portly form
Ho ,vants a large sized body for a heart so big and ·warm
Antl Howe from Nova Scotia with his pa1riarchal strut
While after him, "with eyes severe and heard of formal cut" 
"Canonto" ,Tones comes ill, with heayy look and solemn face, 
And ·with a self sufficient air he slowlY takes his place, 
And gently strokes his beard and tries· to look profound-but can't
And, sneaking in ·with guilty tread, "Big Thunder" comes from Brant, 
Villed full to overflowing ·with his vapid, empty flarn-
_A.nd there Srn JOHN sits all -!he time, and-doesn't care a d-n. 

And Grant has left his powders and his pil-1-;; lll)Oll their shelves, 
While his palienls (pr'haps as well for them!) are left to dose themselves
And Amos lVri'ght, that silent mun, \Vith thoughts too deep for words,
(Like Paddy's famous parrot-most contemplati-vc of birds 1)-
Uomes in with' grave portentous face, and slowl}' takes his chair 
And looks around him solemnly with dull and vacant stare -
And Ferguson from Uardwell's there, unwieldy tmd uncouth, 

~N~\~- ~:~tu:;~1:n;/;:l~~~l~f~c;;;11t;1:i~~::l~~::, the::rr i~~~ th' 
And JOHX A chuckles inwardly, and-doe~n•t care a d- n . 

12. 

At last the Speaker takes the chair in due and solemn form, 
And a calm pcn-ades the House-like that which got•s before the storm
Tho Ministers haye gathered to tho front aud on the floor-
Stands Poter-(ho's a fisherman, as Poter was before) 
And \Yutches-whilc tho Opposition formed in close array 
Prepare to spring upon their foes, like tigers on their proy
Jfot now we gladly k,aye them all conteutling tooth and nail, 
As with every sort of wild abuse each other they assail, 
}i'rom tlw furious inyeoti-;-e, to the plain unvarnished cmm
And JoHN A sits prepared for all, and-doesn't care a_ d-n. 
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