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TRAVLELS

IN THE

INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA.

MESSAGE

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE UNITED STATES.

I N pursuance of a measure proposed to congress by a mes-
sage of Jaunuary 18th, one thousand eight hundred and three,
and sanctioned by their appropriation for carrying it into exe-
cution, captain Meriwether Lewis, of the first regiment of
infantry, was appointed, with a party of men, to explore the
river Missouri, from its mouth to its source, and, crossing the
highlands by the shortest portage, to seek the best water com-
munication thence to the Pacific ocean ; and lieutenant Clarke
was appointed second in command. They were to enter into
conference with the Indian nations on their route, with a view to
the establishment of commerce with them. 'They entered the
Missouri May fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and four,
and on the first of November took up their winter quarters
near the Mandan towns, 1609 miles above the mouth of the
river, in latitude 47° 21’ 47” north, and longitude 99° 24’ 45”
west from Greenwich. On the eighth of April, one thousand
eight hundred and five, they proceeded up the river in pursuance
of the objects prescribed to them. A letter of the preceeding
day, April seventh, from captain Lewis, is herewith communi-
cated. During his stay among the Mandans, he had been able
to lay down the Missouri, according to courses and distances
taken on his passage up it, corrected by frequent observations of
ougitude and latitude ; and to add to the actual survey of this portion
of the river, a general map of the countrybetween the Mississippi
and Pacific, from the thirty-fourth to the fifty-fourth degrees
of latitude. These additions are from information collected
from Indians with whom he had opportunities of communicating,
during his journey and residence with them. Copies of this
map are now presented to both houses of congress. With these
1 communicate also a statistical view, procured and forwarded
by him, of the Indian nations inhabiting the territories of Louisi-
ana, and the countries adjacent to its northern and western bor-
ders ; of their commerce, and of other interesting circumstances
respecting them.
A 2
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In order to render the statement as complete as may be, of
the Indians inhabiting the country west of the Mississippi, I add
doctor Sibley’s account of those residing in and adjacent to the
territory of Orleans.

I communicate also, from the same person, an account of the
Red river, according to the best information he had been able to
collect. )

Having been disappointed, after considerable preparation, in
the purpose of sending an exploring party up that river, in the
summer of one thousand eight hundred and four, it was thought
best to cmploy the autumn of that year in procuring a krow-
ledge of an mteresting branch of the river called the Washita,
This was undertaken under the direction of Mr. Dunbar, of
Natchez, a citizen of distinguished science, who had aided,
and continues to aid us, with his disinterested and valuable ser-
vices in the prosecution of these cnterprizes. He ascended the
river to the remarkable hot springs near it, inlatitude 34° 31
4”. 86, longitude 92° 50" 45" west from Greenwich, taking its
courses and distances, and correcting them by frequent celestial
observations. Extracts from his observations, and copies of his
map of the river, from its mouth to the hot springx, make part
of the present communications. The examination of the Red
river itself, is but now commencing.

, TH.JEFFERSON,
February 19, 1806.

]

EXTRACT OF A LETTFER FROM CAPTAIN MERIWETHER
LEWIS, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SIATES,
DATED

Iort Mandan, April 17k, 1803,
DEAR SIR,

HEREWITH inclosed you will receive an invoice of eertain
articles, which [ have forwarded to you from this place. Among
otherarticles you will observe, by reference to the invoice, 67 speci‘3
mens of earths, salts and minerals, and GO specimens of plants :
these are accompanied by their respective labels, expressing the
days on which obtained, places where found, and also their vir-
tues and properties, when known. By means of these labels,
reference may be made to the chart of the Missouri, forwarded
to the secretary of war, on which the encampment of each day
has been carcfully marked : thus the places at which these speci-
mens have been obtained, may be easily ponted out, or again
found should any of them prove valuable to the commuuit; on
further mvestigation.
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You willalso receive herewith inclosed, a part of capt. Clarke’s
private journal; the other part you will find inclosed n a sepa-
rate tin box. This journal will serve to give you the daily de-
tails of our progress aud transactions.

I shall dispatch a canoe with three, perhaps four persons from
the extreme navigable point of the Missour1, or the portage be-
tween this river and the Columbia river, as either may first happen.
By the return of this canoe, [ shall send you my journal, and
some one or two of the best of those kept by my men. 1 have
sent a journal kept by one of the sergeants, to captam Stoddard,
my agent at St. Louis,-in1 order as much as possible to multiply
the chances of saving something. We have encouraged our men
to keep journals, and seven of them do, to whom in this re-
spect we give every assistance in our power.

I have transmitted to the secretary at war, every information
relative to the geography of the country which we possess, toge-
ther with a view of the Indian nations, containing information
relative to them, on those points with which I conceived it im-
portant that the government should be informed.

By reference to the muster rolls forwarded to the war depart-
ment, you will see the state of the party; in addition to which
we have two interpreters; one negro man, servant to capt.
Clarke ; one Indian woman, wife to one of the Interpreters, and a
Mandan man, whom we take with a view to restore peace be-
tween the Snake Indians, and those in this neighbourhood,
amounting in total with ourselves to 33 persons. By means of
the interpreters and Indians, we shall be enabled to converse with
all the Indians that we shall probably meet with on the Missouri.

I have forwarded to the secretary at war my public accouuts,
rendered up to the present day. 'They have been much longer
delayed than I had any idea they would have been, when we de-
parted from the Illinois; but this delay, under the circumstances
which [ was compelled to act, has been unavoidable. The pro-
vision peroqueand her crew, could nothave beendismissed in time to
have returned to St. Louis last fall, without evidently, in my opi-
nion, hazarding the fate of the enterprize in which I am engaged ;
and I therefore did not hesitate to prefer the censure that I may
bave incurred by the detention of these papers, to that of risking
in any degree the success of the expedition. To me the deten-
tion of these papers has formed a serious source of disquiet and
anxiety ; and the recollection of your particular charge to me on
this subject, has made it still more poignant. 1 am fully aware
of the mconvenience which must have arisen to the war depart-
ment, from the want of these vouchers, previous to the last ses-
sion of congress, but how to avert it was out of my power to
devise
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From thisplace we shall send the bargeand crew early to-morrow
morning, with orders to proceed as expeditiously as possible to
St. Louis; by her we send our dispatches, which I trust will
get safe ‘to hand. Her crew consists of ten able bodied men,
well armed and provided with a sufficient stock of provision to
last them to St. Louis, 1 have but little doubt but they will be
fired on by the Siouxs ; but they have pledged themselves to us
that they will not vield while there 1s a man of them living.
Our baggage 1s all embarked on board six small canoes, apd two
peroques ; we shall set out at the same moment that we dispatch
the barge. One, or perhaps both of these peroques, we shall
leave at the falls of the Missouri, from whence we intend con-
tinuing our voyage in the canoes, and a peroque of skins, the
frame of which was prepared at Harper’s ferry., 'This peroque
is now in a situation which will enable us to prepare 1t in the
course of a few hours. As our vessels are now small, and the
current of the river much more moderate, we calculate upon
travelling at the rate of 20 or 25 miles per day, as far as the
falls of the Missouri. Bevond this point, on the first range of
rocky mountains, situated about 100 miles further, any calcu-
Iation with respect to our daily progress, can be little more than
bare conjecture. The circumstances of the Snake Indians pos-
sessing large quantities of horses, is much in our favour, as by
means of horses the transportation of our baggage will be ren-
dered easy and expeditious over land, from the Missour1 to the
Columbia river. Should this river not prove navigable where
we first meet with it, our present intention is, to continue our
march by land down the river, until it becomes so, or to the
Pacific ocean. The map, which has been forwarded to the
secretary of war, will give you the idea we entertain of tha
connection of these rivers, which has been formed from the
corresponding testimony of a number of Indians, who have vi-
sited that country, and who have been separately and carefullv
examined on that subject, and we therefore think i1t entitled to
some degree of confidence. Since our arrival at this place,
we have subsisted principally on meat, with which our guns
have supplied us amply, and have thus been enabled to reserve
the parched meal, portable soup, and a considerable proportion
of pork and flour, which we had intended for the more difficult
parts of our voyage. If Indiau information can be credited, the
vast quantity of game with which the country abounds through
which we are to pass, leaves us but litde to apprchend from the
want of food.

We do not calculate on completing our voyage within the
present year, but expect to reach the Pacilic ocean, and return
as far as the head of the Missouri, or peihaps to this place,
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before winter. You may therefore expect meto meet you at
Montachello in September, 1806. On our return we shall
probably pass down the Ycllow Stone river, which, from Indian
wnformation, waters one of the fairest portions of this continent.

1 can see no matenial or probable obstruction to our progress,
and entertain, therefore, the most sanguine hopes of complete
success. As to myself, individually, | never enjoyed a more
perfect state of good health than I have since we commenced
our voyage. My inestimable friend and companion, captain
Clarke, has also enjoyed good health generally. At this mo-
ment every individual of the party 1s in good health and excel-.
lent spirits, zealously attached to the enterprize, and anxious to
proceed : not a whisper of discontent or murmur is to be heard
among them ; but all in uwiison act with the most perfect har-
mony. With such men 1 have every thing to hope, and but
little to fear.

Be so good as to present my most affectionate regard to all
my fneuds, and be assured of the sincere and unalleldble attach-
ment of

Your most obedient servant,
MERIWETHER LEWIS,

Captain of 1st U. 8. regiment of infantry.
Tu.JerrERSON,

President of the United States,

A STATISTICAL VIEW

O} THE

INDIAN NATIONS
INHABITING
THE TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA
AND THE

COUNTRIES ADJACENT TO ITS NORTHERN AND
WESTERN BOUNDARIES,

EXPLANATORY REFERENCES.
A. The names of the Indian nations as usually spelt and pro-
nounced in the English language,
B. DPrimitive Indian names of nations and tribes, English or-
thography, the syllables producing the sounds by which
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the Indians themselves express the name of “their respec-
tive nations.
Nick-names, or those which have generally obtained among
the Canadian trvaders )
The language they speak, if primitive, marked with a *
otherwise derived from, and approximating to the

o A

E. Number of villages.

F. Number of tents or lodges of the roving lands.

G. Numbers of warriors.

Hl. The probable number of souls.

1. The rivers on which they rove, or on which their villages
are situated.

J. The names of the nations or companies with whom they

maintain their principal commerce or traffic.

"The place on which their traffic 1s usually carried on.

The amount ¢f merchandise necessary for their annual con-

sumption, estimated in dollars at the St. Louis prices.

M. The estimated amount in dollars, of their annual returns
at the St. Louis prices.

N. The species of peltries, furs and other articles which they
annually supply or furnish.

O. The species OF peltrics, furs and other articles which the
natural productions of their country would enable them
to furnish, provided proper encouragement was given
them,

P. The places at which it would be mutually advantageous to
form the principal establishments, in order to supply the
several Indian nations with merchandise.

Q. The names of the Indian nations with whom they are at war.

R. The names of the-Indian nations with whqm they maintain
a friendly alliance, or with whom they are umted by in-
tercourse or marriage,

S. DMiscellaneous remarks,

NOTATIONS.

- over a, denotes that @ sounds as in caught, taught, &c.

4 over ¢, denotes that 1t sounds as 1 dart, part, Xc.

« without notation has its primitive sound as in ray, hay,
Xc. except only when it is followed by 7 or @, in which
case it sounds as d.

, set underneath denotes a small pause, the word being di-
vided by it into two parts.

2

R

THE INDIAN TRADE. The sums stated under and
opposite “ Li* are the amounts of merchandise aunually fur-
nished the several nations of Indians, including all incidental ex-
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penses of transportation, &c. mcurred by the merchants which
generally averages about one third of the whole amount. The
merchandise 1s estimated at an advance of 125 per cent. on the
sterling cost. It appears to me that the amount of merchandise
which the Indians have been 1 the habit of receiving annually,
is the best standard by which to regulate the quantities necessary
for them in the first instance ; they will always consume as much
merchandise as they can pay fer, and those with whom a regu-
lar trade has been carried on have generally received that
quantity.

The amount of their returns stated under and opposite < M”
are estimated by the peltry standard of St. Louis, which is 40
cents per pound for deer skins; (i.e.) all furs and peltries are
first reduced by their comparative value to Ibs. of merchantable
deer skins, which are then estimated at 40 cents per 1b.

These establishments 2re not mentioned as being thought im-
portant at present in a govermnental point of view.

g

A. Grand Osige.

B. Bér-har-cha.

C. Grand Zo.

D. =*

E. Two.

I.

G. 1.200.

H. 5.000. |

I. At the three forks of the Arkansas river, and eighty leagues

up the Osage river, ou the south side.

J. Merchants of St. Louis.

K. At their villages.

L. 15.000.

M. 20.000

N. Principally skins of the small deer, black bear, some bea-

ver, and a few otters and rackoons.

O. Small deer skins, black bear, anda much larger proportion

of beaver, otter, rackoon, and muskrats.

P. About the thrce forks of the Arkausas river, 600 miles from

its junction with the Mississippi.

Q. With all their Indiun neighbors, except the Little Osage,

until the United States took possession of Louisiana.

R. With the Little Osage only.

S. Claim the country within the following limits, viz. commencing
at the mouth of a south branch of the Osage river, callew
Neangua, and with the same to its source, thence south .

Lewis aNp CLARKE.] B
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wardly to intersect the Arkansas about one hyndred mil
below the ihree forks of that river ; thence up the principﬁ
branch of the same, to the confluence of a large nerth-
wardly, branch of the same, lying a considerable distance
west the Great Saline, and with that stream nearly to
its source : thence northwardly, towards the Kansas river,
embracing the waters of the upper portion of the Osage
river, and thence obliquely approaching the same to the
beginning. The climate is delightful, and the soil fertile
in the extreme. The face of the country is generally level,
and v.ell watered ; the eastern part of the country is covered
with a variety of excellent timber ; the western.and middle
country high prairies. It embraces within its limits fouy
salines, which are, in point of magnitude and excellence,
unequalled by any known in North America; there are
also muny others of less note. The prigeipal part of
the Great Osuge have always resided at thieir villages, on the
Osage river, since they have been known to the inhabitants of
Louisiana.  About three years since, nearly one half of this.
nation, headed by their chief the Big-track, emigrated to
the three forks of the Arkansas, near which, and on itg
north side, tl.ey established a village, where they now reside,
The Little Osage formerly resided on the S. W. side of
the Missouri, near the mouth of Grand river; but being
reduced by continual warfare” with their neighbors, were
compelled to seek the protection of the Great Osage, near
whom they now reside. There is no doubt but their trade
will increase ; they could furnish a much larger quantity of
beaver than,they do. 1 think two villages, on the Osage
river, might be prevailed on to remove to the Arkansas,
and the Kansas, higher up the Missouri, and thus leave a
sufficient scope of country for the Shawnees, Dillewars,
Miames, and Kickapoes. The Osages cultivate corn,
beans, &c. i

Little Osage.
Ood’-z4-tAu.
Petit Zo,
Osége.

One.

300.

1.300.

Near the great Osages.
Merchants of St. Louis.
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L
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At their village,

5.000.

8.000. L

The same as the Great Osages.

The same as the Great Osages:

The same as the Great Osages. o o
With all their Indian neighbors, except the Great Osage.
With the Great Osage only. '
See page 11, S.

Kanzas.
Kar'-sa:
Kah.
Osage.
One:

300.

1.800. | N

Eighty leagues up the Kanzas river, or the north side.
Merchants of St. Louis. = _

On the Missouri above the mouth of the Kanzas river, not
stationary; and at their village.

5.000.

8000. .

The same as the Osage, with buffaloe grease and robes.
The same as the Osage. ' A

On the north side of the Kanzas river, at a bluff one and
a half miles from its confluence with the Missourt.

With all nations within their reach.

They are sometimes at peace with the Ottoes and Missouris,
with whom they are partially intcrmarried. :

The limits of the country they claim is not known. The
country in which they reside, and from thence to the Mis-
sourl, 1s a delightful one, and generally well watered and
covered with excellent timber ; they hunt on the upper part of
Kanzas and Arkanzas rivers ; their trade may be expecied to
increase with proper management. At present they are 4
dissolute, lawless banditti ; frequently pluider their traders;
and commit depredations on persons ascending and desend-
g the Missouri river: population rather increasing.
These people, as well as the Great and Little Osages, aré
stationary, at their villages, from about the 15th of March
to the 15th of May, and again from the 15th of August to
the 15th of October: the balance of the year is appro-
priated to hunting. They cultivate corn, &c. B

B9
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A. Ottoes.

B. Wad-doke-tah-tah.

C. La Zdto.

D. Missouri.

Ti. Ottoes and Missouris, one.

T.

G. 120.

H. 500.

1. South side of the river Dlatte, fifteen leagues from its
mouth.

J. Merchants of St. Louis.

K. On the Missouri, below the river Platte; not :stationary,
and at their villages.

L. 4.000, including the Missouris.

M. 8.000, including the Missouris.

N. Principally deer skins, black bear, a greater proportion of
beaver than the Osage, some otter and rackoons.

O. Skins of the deer, black bear, beaver, otter, rackoon,
muskrats and wolves, buffaloe robes, tallow and grease,
bear’s oil, deer and elk tallow, elk skins dressed and in
parchment, all in much larger quantites than they do at
present.

P. The Council Bluff, on the S W, side of the Missouri,
fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte.

Q. With the Mabhas, Pon'cirs, Sioux, the Great and Little
Osage, Kanzas and Loups.

R. With the Panis proper, Saukees and Renars.

8. They have no 1dea of an exclusive possession of any coun-
try, nor do they assign themselves any limits. I do not be-
lieve that they would object to the introduction of any well
disposed Indians: they treat the traders with respect and
hospitality, generally. In their occupations of hunting and
cultivation, they are the same with the Kanzas and Osage.
They hunt on the Saline, Nimmehaw rivers, and west of
them in the plains. The country in which they hunt lies
well ; itis entremely fertile and well watered ; that part of
it which borders on the Nimmehaw and Mlssourl possesses
a good portion of timber: population rather Increasing.
'lhey have alwayvs resided near the place their village 15
situated, and are the descendants of the Missouris,

e ———

A. Missouris.
B. New'-dar-cha.
. Missouri.
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. See page 14, L.

80.

300.

With the Ottoes.

Merchants of St. Louis.

Same as Ottoes, see page 15, K.
See page 15, L.

M. See page 15, M.

N.
0.
pP.

Q.
R.

>.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Same a5 the Ottoes, page 15, N.

sume as the Ottoes, do. O.

The Council Bluff, on the S.W. side of the Missouri,
fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte.

With the Mahas, Poncars, Sioux, the Great and Little
Osage, Kanzas and Loups.

With the Panis proper, Saukees and Renars.

These are the remnant of the most mumerous nation jnha-
biting the Miissouri, when first known to the French.
Their ancient and most principal village was situated in an
extensive and fertile plain on the north bank of the Mis-
sourl, just below the entrance of the Grand river. Re-
peated attacks of the small pox, together with their war
with the Saukees and Renars, has reduced them to their
present state of dependence on the Ottoes, with whom they
reside, as well in their village as on their bunting excur-
sions. The Ottoes view them as their inferiors, and some-
times treat them amiss. These people are the real pro-
prictors of an extensive and fertile country lying on the
Missouri, above their ancient village for a considerable
distance, and as low as the mouth of the Osage river,
and thence the Mississippi.

e ——
Panias proper.
Pi-nee.

Grand Par.

*

E, One.
F

p

H.

1.

J .
K.

400.
1600.
South side of the river Platte, thirty leagues from its
mouth.
Merchants of St. Louis. ]
On the Missouri, below the river Platte, not stationary,

and at their village.
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L. 6.400, including the Panias Republican,

M. 10.000, including the Panias Republican. R

N. Fine beaver principally, a considerable proportion of beas
ver, some robes and a few rackoons.

O. Skins of the beaver, otter, rackoon, muskrats and wolves;
baffaloe robes, tallow and grease; elk skins and grease,
also a number of horses.

P. The Council Bluff, on the S.W. side of the Missouri,
fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte.

Q. With the Pania-pique, Great and Little Osage, Kanzas, La
Play, Sioux, Ricarasand Paducas.

R. With the Loups, Mahas, Poncars, Ottoes, Missouris and

«. Avauwais. L .

S. With respect to their idea of the possession of soil, it is
similar to that of the Ottoes ; they hunt on the sonth side
of the river Platte, higher up and on the head of the
Kanzas. A great proportion of this country is open plains;
interspersed, however, with groves of timber, which are
most generally found in the vicinity of the water courses.
1t is generally fertile and well watered ; lies level, and free
of stone. They have resided in the country which they now
inhabit, since they were known to the whites. Their trade
is a valuable oiie, from the large proportion of beaver and
otter which they furnish, and it may be expected vet to in-
crease, as those animals are still abundant in their country.
The periods of their residence at their village and hunting,
are similar to the Kanzas and Osages. Their population
is increasing. They are friendly and hospitable to all white
persouns; pay great respect and deference to their traders,
with whom they are punctual in the payment of their debts.
They are, in all respects, a friendly, well disposed peaple.
'They cultivate corn, beans, melons, &c, '

e pm——

A. Panis Republican,

B. Ar-rdh-pashoo’,

C. Republic.

D. Pania.

E. Panias proper and Panias Republican live in the same village.

G. 300.

H. 1.400. ;

1. With the Panias proper,
J. Merchants of St. Louis,
K. See page 17 K.

L. See page 17 K,
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M. See page 17 M.
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."See page 17 N.

. See page 17 O,

See page 17 P.

. See page 17 Q,

See page 17 R.

Area branch of the Pania proper; or, as they are frequently
termed, the Big Pauch. About ten years since they with-
drew themselves from the mother nation, and established a
village on a large northwardly branch of the Kanzas, to
which they have given name ; they afterwards subdivided
and lived in different parts of the country on the waters of
Kanzas river ; but being harassed by their turbulent neigh-
bors, the Kanzas, they rejoined the Panias proper fast
spring.  What has been said with respect to the Panias pro-
per 1s applicable to these people, except that they hung
principally on the Republican river, which is hetter stocked
with timber than that hunted by the Panias.

. Panias Loups (or Wolves.)
. Skec'-e-ree.

La Loup.

. Pania.

One.

. 280.

. 1.000.

On-the N.E.side of the Wolf river, branch of the river
Platte, 36 leagues from its mouth
Merchants of St. Louis.

. At the village of the Panias.

2. 4002

< 4..500.

. See page 17 N.

. See page 17 O.

. See page 17 P.

. With Pania-picque, Great and Little Osage, Kanzas, Le
Plays, Sioux, Ricaras, Mahas, Poncars, Ottoes and Mis-
souris.

Panias proper, and Panias Republican.

'These are also a branch "of the Panias proper, who sepa-
rated themselves from that nation many years since, and
established themselves on a north branch of the river Platte,
to which their name was also given: these people have
likewise no idea of an exclusive right to any portion of the



OZPHR-=TaEN HOR>

= O

w

.

TRAVELS IN AMERICA.

country. They hunt on the Wolf river above their village,
and on the river Platte above the mouth of that nver.
This country-is very similar to that of the Panias proper;
though there is an extensive body of fertile well timbered
land between the Wolf river below their village and the
river Corn de Cerf, or Elkhorn river. They cultivate
corn, beans, &c. The particulars related of the other Pa-
nias is also applicable to them. They are seldom visited
by any trader, and therefore usually bring their furs and
peltry to the village of the Panias proper, where they traffie
with the whites.

. Mahis.

. O'-m#'-ha.

. La Mar.

. Osage, with different accent ; some words peculiar to them-
selves.

60.

. 150.

. 600.

The river Quicurre and the head of the Wolf river,

Merchants of St. Louis. '
. At their old village, though no trade latterly.

4.000, including the Pon’cérs.

. 7.000 including the Pon'cérs.

.'See page 17, N. '

. The same as the Ottoes’ and Missouris’, with the addition of
skins of the Missouri antelope, (called cabri’, by the inha-
bitants of the Ilhnois.) A

See page 17, P.

. Great and Little Osage, Kanzas, Loups, Ottoes, Missouris,
and all the Sioux, except the Yankton Ahndi. ’

With the Punias proper, Panias Republicans, Yanktons
Ahna, Saukees, Renars, and Ayouwais.

They have no idea of exclusive possession of soil. About
ten vears since, they boasted 700 warriors. They have
lived in a village, on the west bapk of the Missouri, 236
miles above the mouth of the river Platte, where thev cul-
tivated corn, beans, and melons : they were warlike, and'
the terror of their neighbours. 1n the summer and autumn
of 1802, they were visited by the small-pox, which re-
duced their numbers to something less than 300; they
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. 8. WAHPATONE. Claim the country in which they
rove on the N. W. side of the river St. Peters, from their vil~
lage to the mouth of the Chippeway river, and thence north
eastwardly towards the head of the Mississippi, including the
Crow-wing river. Their lands are fertile, and generally well
timbered. They are only stationary while the traders are with
them, which is from the beginning of October to the last of
March. Their trade is supposed to be at its greatest extent.
They treat their traders with respect, and seldom attempt to rob
them. This, as well as the other Sioux bands, act, inall re-

spects, as independently of each other as if they were a distiuct
nation.

S. MINDAWARCARTON. ’Tis the only band of Sioux
that cultivates corn, beans, &c. and these even cannot properly
be termed a stationary people. They live in tents of dressed
leather, which they transport by means of horses and dogs, and’
ramble from place to place during the greater part of
the year. They are friendly to their own traders ; but the ins
veterate enemies to such as supply their enemies, the Chippe-
ways, with merchandise. They also claim the country in which
they hunt, commencing at the entrance of the river St. Peters;
and extending upwards, on both sides of the Mississippi ri-
ver, to the mouth of the Crow-wing river. The land is fertile,
and well watered; lies level, and sufficiently imbered. Their
trade cannot be expected to increase much.

S. WAHPACOOTA. They rove m the country south
west of the river St. Peters, from a place called the Hardwood
to the mouth of the Ycllow Medicine river; never stationary
but when their traders are with them, and this does not happen
at any regular or fixed point. At present they treat their traders
tolerably well. Their trade cannot be expected to increase
much. A great proportion of their country is open plaius, lies
level, and is tolerably fertile. They maintain a partial traffig:
with the Yanktons and Tetons to the west of them ; to these
they barter the articles which they obtain from the traders on
the river St. Peters, and receive in return horses, some robes
and leather lodges. ‘

S. SISSATONE. They claim the country in which they
rove, embracing the upper portions of .the Red river, of lake
Winnipie, and St. Peters: it is a level country, mtersected v.iih
many small Jakes ; the land is fertile and frce of stone; the ma-

-jority of it open plains, This country abounds more in the va-
luable fur animals, the beaver, otter and marten, than any portion
of Louisiana yet known. This circumnstance furnishes the Sis
satones with the means of purchasing more merchandise, n
proportion to their number, than any nation 1 this quarter.

Lrwis AND CLARKE.] c



18 TRAVELS IN AMERICA.

A great proportion of this merchandise is reserved by themy
for their trade with the Tetons, whom they annually meet at
some point previously agreed on, upon the waters of James
river, in the month of May. This Indian fair is frequently at-
tended by the Yanktons of the North and Ahnah. The Sissatones
and Yanktons of the North here supply the others with consider-
able quantities of arms, ammunition, axes, knives, kettles, cloth,
and a variety of other articles; and receive in return principally
horses, which the others have stolen or purchased from the na-
tions on the Missouri and west of it. They are devoted to the
interests of their traders,

S. YANKTONS of the NORTH. Thisband, although
they purchase a much smaller quantity of merchaudise than the
Sissatones, still appropriate a considerable proportion of what
they do obtain in a similar manner with that mentioned of the
Sissatones. This trade, as small as it may appear, has been
sufficient to render the Tetons independent of the trade of the
Missouri, 1y a great measure, and has furnished them with the
means not only of distressing and plundering the traders of the
Missouri, but also, of plundering and massacreing the defence-
less savages of the Missouri, from the mouth of the river
Platte to the Minetares, and west to the Rocky mountains.
The country these people inhabit is almost one entire plain,
uncovered with timber ; it is extremely level ; the soil fertile,
and generally well watered.

S. YANKTONS AHNAH:. These are the best disposed
Sioux who rove on the banks of the Missouri, and these even will
not suffer any trader to ascemd the river, if theycan possibly
avoid it: they have heretofore, invariably, arrested the progress
of all those they have met with, and generally compelled them to
tradé at the prices, nearly, which they themselves think proper to
fix on their merchandise : they seldom commit any further acts
of violence on the whites. They sometimes visit the river De-
moin, where a partial trade has been carried on with them, for
a few years pasty by a Mr. Crawford. Their trade, if well
regulated, might be rendered extremely valuable. Their country
is a very fertile one; it consists of a mixture of wood-lands
and prairies. The land bordering on the Missouri is princi-
pally plains with but little timber.

S. TETONS BOIS BRULE". Theseare the vilest
TETONS OKANDANDAS. miscreants of the
TETONS MINNAKINEAZZO. (savage race, and
TETONS SAHONE. must ever remain

the pirates of the Missouri, until such measures are pursued,

by our government, as will make them feel a dependance on its
will for their supply of merchandise. Unless these people are
reduced to order, by coercive measures, I am ready to pronounce
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that the citizens of the United States can never enjoy but par-
tially the advantages which the Missouri presents. Relying ‘on
a regular supply of merchandise, through the channel of the
river St. Peters, they view with contempt the merchants of the
Missouri, whom they never fail to plunder, when in their power,
Persuasion, or advice, with them, is viewed as supplication,
and only tends to inspire them with contempt for those who
offer either. The tameness with which the traders of the Mis-
sourt have heretofore submitted to their rapacity, has tended not
a little to inspire them with contempt for the white persons who
visit them, through that channel. A prevalent idea among
them, and one which they make the rule of their conduct, is,
that the more illy they treat the traders the greater quantity of
merchandise they will bring them, and that they will thus obtain
the articles they wish on better terms ; they have endeavoured to
inspire the Ricaras with similar sentiments, but, happily, with-
out any considerable effect. The country in which these four
bands rove is one continued plain, with scarcely a tree to be
seen, except on the water-courses, or the steep dechivities of hills,
which last are but rare: the land is fertile, and lies extremely
well for cultivation; many parts of it are but badly watered.
It is from this country that the Missouri derives most of its
colouring matter ; the earth is strongly impregnated with glau-
ber salts, alum, copperas and sulphur, and when saturated with
water, immense bodies of the hills precipitate themselves into
the Missouri, and mingle with its waters. The waters of this
river have a purgative effect on those unaccustomed to use it.
1 doubt whether these people can ever be induced to become
stationary ; their trade might be made valuable if they were re-
duced to order. 'They claim jointly with the other bauds of the
Sioux, all the country lying within the following limits, viz. be-
ginning of the confluence of the river Demoin and Mississippi,
thence up the west side of the Mississippi to the mouth of the St.
Peters river, thence on both sides of the Mississippi to the mouth of
Crow-wing river,and upwards with that stream, including the waters
of the upper part of the same; thence to iuclude the waters cf
the upper portion of Red river, of lake Winnipie, and down
the same nearly to Pembenar river, thence a south-westerly
course to intersect the Missouri at or near the Mandans, and
with that stream downwards to the entrance of the Warrecunne
creek, thence passing the Missouri it goes to include the lower
portion of the river Chyenne, all the waters of White river and
river Teton, includes the lower portion of the river Quicurre,
and returns to the Missouri, and with that stream downwards to
the mouth of Waddipon river, and thence eastwardly to intersect
the Mississippi at the begiuning.
¢ 2
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Chyennes.
Shar’-ha.
la Chien.

D.*

E

1.

F.
G.
H.

110.

300-.

1200. _
About the source of the river Chyenne, in the black hills.

J. Mr. Loiselle, & Co. of St. Lous.

K. On the river Chyenne, not stationary, and at the Ricaras
village.

L. 1.500.

M. 2.000.

N. Buffaloe robes of best quality.

Q. Buffaloe robes, tallow, grease, and dried meat, skins of the
beaver, small and large foxes, small and large wolf, ante-
lope, elk and deer in great abundance ; also,elk and deers’
tallow, a few grizzly bear, skins of the white bear, and
big-horned antelopes.

P. At, or near the mcuth of Chyenne river.

Q. A defensive war with the Sioux, and at war with no other
within my knowledge.

R. With all their neighbours except the Sioux.

S. They are the remnant of a nation once respectable in point

.

TSI

of number: formerly resided on a branch of the Red
river of Lake Winnipie, which still bears their name. Be-
ing oppressed by the Sioux, they removed to the west side
of the Missouri, about 15 miles below the mouth of
Warricunne creek, where they built and fortified a village,
but being pursued by their ancient enemies the Sioux, they
fled to the Black hills, about the head of the Chyenne r1-
ver, where they wander in quest of the buffaloe, having
no fixed residence, They do not cultivate. They are
well disposed towards the whites, and might easily be in-
duced to settle on the Missouri, 1if they could be assured
of beiug protected from the Sioux. Their number anny-
ally diminishes, Their trade may be made valuable,

e inamnl

Wetepah#'toes.
We-te-pa-hi'-to,

A ete-pahatoes;,
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70, including the Kidwés.

. 200, including the fiiawas.
. 700, including the Kiawas.

On the Paduca fork of the river Platte.
No trader.
L. M. N.

The same as the Tetous.  (see first table) also horses,

At, or 1i-ar the mouth of Chyenne river.

A defensive ar with the Sious, and at war with no other
within my kuowledge.

With all their wandering neighbours to the west, and particu-
larly with Ricara~. Mandans, Minatares, and Ahwalha-
ways whom they occasionally visit for the purpose of
trafficking their horses, mules, &c. for European manufac-
tures. .

They are a wandering nation, inhabit an open country, and
raise a great number of horses, which they barter to the
Ricaras, Maadans, &c. for articles of European manu-
factory. They are a well disposed people, and might be
readily induced to visit the trading establishments on the
Missouri.  From the animais their country produces, their
trade would, no doubt, become valuable. These people
again burter a cons.derable proportion of the articles they
obtain from the Menetares, Ahwalihaways, Mandaas,
and Ricaras, to the Dotames and Castapanas.

et R ——
Kidwis,
Ki-4-wi.
Kidwas.
*

See above, I

. See above, G.
. See above, .

Ou the Paduca, and frequently with the Wetepahatocs,
No trader.
L. M. N.

. Sece page 20, O.

At, or near the mouth of Chyenne river.

Sce above, Q.

See above, R.

What has been said of the Wetepahatoes is in all respects
applicable to these people also. Neither these people,
the Weotep:hatoes, nor the Chyennes have any idea of
exclusive right to the soil.
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[3:]
(o3

. Kanenavish.

. Kan-e-na’-vish.

. Gens-des-Vache.
*

150.
. 400.
. 1.500.
On the heads of the Paducas fork of the niver Platte,
and S. fork of Chyenne river.
No trader.
L. M. N.
. See page 20, O.
At, or near the mouth_of Chyenne river.
. See page 21, Q.
. See page 21, R.
See bottom of page 21, S.

BOWORN mEQTESOmb>

2

i

Staetan.
Sta’-e-tan.
Kites.

*

40.
. 100,
. 400.
On the head of the Chyenne, and frequently with the
Kanenavish.
K. L. M. N.
. See page 21, O.
. At, or near the mouth of Chyenne river.
. See page 21, Q.
. See page 21, R.
See bottom of page 21, S.

wmowo- SEanEpoaxR>

e tgi—

. Cataka.

. Cat'-a-ka.

. Cat’aki,
*

il ]
I

s G
o‘
i

ZREmgOws
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[. Between the heads of the north and south forks of the
river Chyenne.

J. K. L M N

O. See page 20, O.

P. At, ornear the mouth of the Chyenne river

Q. See page 21, Q.

R. See page 21, R.

S. See bottom of page 21, S.

. -

A. Nemousin.

B. Ne-mo-si,

C. Allebome.

D. *

E. .

F. 15.

G. 50.

H. 200.

I. On the head of the north fork of the river Chyenne,

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. See page 20, O.

P. At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river.

Q. A defensive war with the Ricaras and Sioux.

R. The same as the Wetepahatoes (see page 21, R.) except
the Ricaras.

S. These differ from the others (viz. Wetepahatoes, Kiawas,
Kanenavich, Staetan and Cataka) in as much as they never
visit the Ricaras; in all other respects they are the same,
see bottom of page 21, S.

e

A. Dotame.

B. Do-ta’-me.

C. Dotame.

D. *

E.

F. 10.

G. 30.

H. 120.

I. On the heads of the river Chyenne.
J. No trader. _

K. L. M. N.

O. See page 20, O.

P, At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river
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Q. See page 21, Q.

R. See page 271, R. . ) L.

S. The information I possess, with respect to this nation, .is
derived from Indian information : they are said to bea
wandering nation, inhabiting an open country, and who
raise a great number of horses and mules. They are a
friendly, well disposed people, and might, from the posi-
tion of their country, be easily induced to visit an establish-
ment on the Missouri, about the mouth of Chyenne ri-
ver. They have not, asyet, visited the Missourl.

et —

. Castahana.
. Cas-ta-ha’-na.

. Castahana.
*

Qe

500.

1.300.

5.000.

I. Between the sources of the Padoucas fork, of the rivers
Platte and Yellow Stone. '

J. No trader

K. L. M. N.

O. The same as the Chyennes (see page 20, O) and the skins
of the lynx, or lpuverin, and martens mn addition.

P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the
Missouri.

Q. A defensive war with the Sioux and Assinniboins.

R. See page 21, R. _ _

S. What has been said of the Dotames is applicable to these

people, except that they trade principally with the Crow

Indians, and that they would most probably prefer visiting

an establishment on the Yellow Stone river, or at its mouth

on the Missouri,

T QD

A. Crow Indiaus.

B. Kee-kit'-sa.

C. Gens des Corbeau.
D. Minetarre.

E.
F. 3850.
G. 900.
H. 3.500.



~
Darcorar.

A. SIOUXS PROPER.
L

B. c D. | B ¥ Gogp i 1. 3 s K.
Wah'-pa-tone, La Soo. ¥ Darcotar {One. 80 { 200 700 On the north side of the river St.}] Messrs. Camp-| On the Mississippi and
or Sioux. Peters, 18 leagues from its mouth.|bell, Dickson, and|St. Peters rivers, at sun-

others, who trade|dry places not stationary.
to Michilimack=

inac. s
Min/’-da~-,~war/-car- {Gens de Do. Do. | 120 300 {1,200 On the Mississippi, atthe mouth} Ditto. Ditto.
ton. JLake. of the river St. Peters. .
‘Wah'-pa-coo-ta. La Soo. Do. 60 | 150 400 On the south-west side of the ri-| Ditto. Ditto.
ver St. Peters, 30 leagues above its
mouth, in Arrow Stone Prairies. ¢
Sis-sa-toné. La Soo. Do. 80 200 800 On the heads of the river St. Pe-j Mr. Cammaron,| An establishment at the
ters, and Red river of Lake Win-la merchant wholhead of St. Peters river,
nipie. trades extensivelyjabout 130 leagues from its
to Michilimack- [mouth.
mac.
Yank’-ton (of the La Soo. Do. 200 { 500 |1,600| From the headsof the river St.| Ditto. Ditto.
north or plains). ; Peters and Red niver to the Mis-
: souri, about the great bend.
Yank’-ton-ah-nah’. |La Soo. Do. 80 | 200 700 From the river All Jacque east-| Principally with| On the river Demoin, at

wardly, on the lower portion of the{Mr. Crawford, ofjtheir hunting camps, and
river Sioux, and heads of Foids ri-{theriver Demoin. [sometimes at the Ayauwais

ver, Little, Sioux, and Demoin village Prairie de Chien.
rivers.
Té-ton. Bois briilée, Do. 120 300 900 On the east side of the Missouri,|] * Mr. Loisell and| At the Cedar Island, and

from the mouth of White river to!Co. of St. Louis. |near the mouth of the Chy-
_|Teton river. 3= = - enne river, on the Mis~

i

~
DARCOTAR.

' 4. SIOUXS PROPER.
|9

sourl,
Teé-ton,-0-kan-dan- [|La Soo. Do. 50 120 360 On each side of the Missouri,| Ditto. Ditto, and at the Rick-
das. from the mouth of Teton river to| aras.
the mouth of the Chyenne river.
Té-ton,-min-na- La Soo. Do. 100 250 750 From the mouth of the Chyenne| Ditto. Ditto.
kine-az’-zo. river on each side of the Missouri
S as bigh as the Ricaras.
Té~ton,-séh-o0-né. La Soo. Do. 120 300 900| On each side of the Missouri,| Ditto. Ditto.
from the Ricaras to the mouth of]
Warreconne river.
CONTINUED.
B. ) R M. N. O. 2 Q. R.
Wah’-pa-tone, 10,000 | 18,000 | Deer skinsprin-}| Skins of the smalll On the west side] Principally with the Chip | With the Sioux bands and
cipally, skins ofldeer, black bear, otter,jof the Mississip-|peways, La Follovoine, and|all the nations east of the
the black bear,|beaver, fisher, marten,|pi, about the those of Leach and Sandy|Mississippi, and south of
otter, fisher, rackoon, grey fox, mouth of St. Pe-|lakes ; defensive with the|the Chippeways, who never
marten,rackoon,|{muskrat, and mink ; ters river, or falls|Saukees, Renars, and Ayau-{wage war against the nations
grey foxes, " lalso, elk and deers, of St. Anthony. wais, on the Missouri.
muskrats, and [tallow, aund bears oil.
minks.
Min’ -da,~-war’-cir- 8,700 | 16,000 Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
ton. L
‘Wih'-pa-coo-ta, 3,800 6,000 Ditto, with a} Ditto. Ditto. With the Chippeways ge-| Ditto.,
much larger pro- nerally, and sometimes an
portion of otter. : offensive war on the nations

most convenient to them on
the Missouri.

Sis-sa-toné. 17,000 | 30,000 Ditto, with a}] Ditto. About the head| With the Chippeways ge-{ Ditto, and partially with
: mwuch larger pro- of theriver St. Pe-|nerally, the Assinniboins,|{the Ricaras.
portion of bea- ters, at the portage|Christenois, Mandans, Mi-
ver, otter, and between that river|netares, Ahwahhaways, and
black bear. and the Red river,|Chyenmnes.
of lake Winnipie.
Yank’-ton, (of the| 1,800 3,000 Buffaloe robes| Ditto, and buffaloe Ditto, and enthe| Ditto. With the other Sioux
north or plains.) aud wolf skins. [robes,tallow,dried meat, Missouri, near the bands, and partially with
and grease in addition. |mouth of Chyenne the Ricaras.

river.
Yank’-ton Ah’-nih’. 3,800 5,000 |Deerandrackoon| Buffaloe robes, tallow,| At the Council| With the Ricaras and the] Mahas, Poncaras, Sau-
principally,someldried meat and grease, Bluff, or mouth of|nations on the lower portion|kees, Renars, Ayauwais, and

black bear, bea-|skins of the small deer,|river Chyenne. of the Missouri, and west of{the nations east of the Mis-
ver, and otter. |plack bear, wolves, elk, it within their reach, except)sissippt and south ' of the
rackoon, eik and deers, the Mahas and Poncars, also{Chippeways ; also, with the
tallow, and bkears oil. with the Chippeways. other bands of Sioux.
Té-ton. 5,000 7,000 Buffaloe robes,| Buffaloe robes, tallow,| At or mear the| With all the nations on| With all the other bands
; grease & tallow, grease, and dried meat,|/mouth of the Chy-|the lower portion of the|of Sicux,and with none else
dressed buffaloe|skins of the beaver,smalllenne river, Missouri, and west of itlexcept partially with the Ri-
skins, and some |and large foxes, small within their reach; also,jcaras, whom they keep in
iried meat. aund large wolf, antelope, the Mandans, Ahwahha-|perpetual dread of them,
Té-ton,~o-kan-dan- 1,600 2,500 Ditto. elk, and deer in great ways, the Minatares, As |and plunder without re-
dis. abundance ; also, elk sinniboins, Christenois, and(serve.
Té&-ton,-min-na- 2,0C0 3,000 Ditto. and deers tallow, and a Chippeways.
kine-az’-zo. few grissly bears. { .
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I. On each side of the river Yellow Stone, about the mouth
of the Big-horn river.

J. No trader.

K.

L. M. N.

O. See page 24, O.

P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the
Missouri.

Q. Defensive with the Sioux and Ricaras.

R. The same as the Wetepahatoes, (See page 21, R.) except

the Ricaras.
S. These people are divided into four bands, called by them-

selves Ahah’-ar-ro’-pir-no-pah, Noo'-ta-, Pa-rees-car, and
E-bart-sar. They annually visit the Mandans, Minetares,
and Ahwahhaways, to whom they barter horses, mules,
leather lodges, and many ar ticles of Indian apparel, for
which they receive in return, guns, ammunition, axes,
kettles, awls, and other European manufactures. When
they return to their country, they are in turn visited by the
Paunch and Snake Indians, to whom they barter most of
the articles they have obtained from the nations on the Mis-
sourl, for horses and mules, of which those nations have a
greater abundance than themselves. They also obtain of the
Snake Indians, bridle-bits and blankets, and some otherarti-
cles which those Indians purchase from the Spaniards. The
bridle-bits and blankets I have seen in the possession of the
Mandans and Minetares. Their country is fertile, and well
watered, and in most parts well timbered.

P ——

A. Paunch Indians.
B. Al-la-ki’-we-ah.
C. Gensde Panse.
D, *

E.

F. 500.

G. 800.

H. 2500.
1. On each side of the Yellow Stone river, near the rocky

mountains, and heads of the Big-horn river.
J. No trader
K. L. M. N.
O. See page 24, O.
P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the
Missouri.
Lewis anD CrarkE.] »
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Q. Defensive with the Sioux and Ricaras.

R. The same as the Wetepahatoes (see page 21, R.) except
the Ricaras.

8. These are said to be a peaceable, well disposed nation.
Their country is a variegated one, consisting of mountains,
vallies, plains, and ‘wood-lands, irregularly interspersed.
They might be induced to visit the Missouri, at the mouth
of the Yellow Stone river; and from the great abundance
of valuable furred animals which their country, as well as
that of the Crow Indians, produces, their trade must be-
come extremely valuable. They are a roving people, and
have no idea of exclusive right to the soil.

"B.. | C.

~A. ASSINNIBOIN.

D.|[E}F.|G.| H I \
Ma-ne-to’-pi.|Gens des |- 100200] 750} On the Mouse
1 Canoe. [:2 ' river, between the
= [ oYE s PR
S As.smmboln and the
@ 2. Missouri.
5
3 S
& w1 -
.§ O-seé-gih |Gens des E 1001250| 850 From the Misouri,
> Tee. = about the mouth of
§ Little Missouri, te
] the  Assinniboin,
a . at the mouth of Ca-
28 pelle river.
Mal’-to,-pé- Gens des. ’_\_: 200{4:50{1.600| On the Missouri,
pi-to. grandDi- 5 'é about the mouth of]
able. 28 the White Earth ri-
N ver,and on the head!-
9 of Assinniboin and

Capelle rivers.
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CONTINUED.

A. ASSINNIBOIN.

B. J. K.
.\Ia—ne-to’-p-&, = Establishment
3 fon the Assinnil-

boin river.

Estatlishments

boin and Capelle

British Hudson’s Bay, and the N. .

on the Assinni- in
cipally;  also,
wolves, a few

L. | M.

+.500 [7.000

5.000 10.500 jed

Buffaloe meat
dried or pound-

, and grease
bladders prin-

» S lrivers,
= beaver and buf-
S faloe robes.
Mab'-to,-pé- ; Ditto, and occa-{8.000 [8.000
na-to. = |sionaliy at  the
= lestablishmentson
= [the river Saskas-
‘v. hawan.
—
P
CONTINUED.
B. 0. P Q. R.
Ma-ne-to’-pa| DBufiuloe robes, = Reciprocallyl ~ With all
tallow, dried and ==  |with the Sioux ;jtheir own
pounded  mecat = |offensive  with/tribes ; Chris-
and grease, skins = |the Ricaras,Cas-|tenoes(branch
7 of the laige and .2 [tabana, Crow,|of the Kniste-
—_ . small fox, small » {Paunch andinaus) and par-
g = O-scé-odh. and large wol\-cs;’? Snake [ndians,tially with the
18 5 antelopes, (orca-'3  land all those| Chippeways
| bri) and eik in'- south-west  ofjof Pembena,
b Z great abundance; the  Missouri,| Algonquins,
;fi‘ also some brown, within their  |of Portage de
; white and grissly reachy, Prairie, Man-
< bear, deer and dans, Mine-

lynx.

Mal’-to-ph- Ditto, with
né-to. more bears and
some martei.

At or near the mouth

-

tares, and
Ahwahhawas,

Stone, on the Missourd,
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OSSEEGAH. Sioux, and partake of their turbu-

MAHTOPANATO. }lent and faithless disposition ; they
frequently piunder, and sometimes murder, their own traders.
The name by which this nation is generally known was borrowed
from the Chippeways, who call them Assinniboan, which, lite-
rally translated, is Stone Siour, hence the name of Stone
Indians, by which they are sometimes called. The country
in which they rove is almost entirely uncovered with timber ;
lies extremely level, and is but badly watered in many parts;
the land, however, is tolerably fertile and unincumbered with
stope. They might be induced to trade at the river Yellow
Stone ; but I do not think that their trade promises much. Their
numbers continue about the same. These bands, like the Sioux,
act entirely independent of each other, although they claim a
naional afhinity and never make war on each other. The coun-
try inhabited by the Mahtopanato possesses rather more timber
han the other parts of the country. They do not cultivate.

S. MANETOPA. % Are the descendants of the

et ——
B. C. D. |EJF.|G.] H. L I
O-jib'-4-way. * 1] [400{1.600{ On anisland| N.W.
in a small lake,|Compy.
called Leach
. Lake; formed
. by the Missis-
E ) sippi river.
;E Ditto. gChippeway. 200| 700] About the|Ditto.
e 3 head of the
E : Mississippi and
5 3 around Red
. . . Lake.
< |- Ditto. Ditto. 100, 350| On the Red|N. W.
river of Lake| and
Winnipie, and| X.Y.
about the Compa-
mouth of Pem-|nies.
banar river,
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B. K. I L. M. N. O
Ojibaway.] At their vil {12.000{16.000] Beaver, ot- Beaver,
lagesand hunting ter, black jotter, black
camps on theMis- bear, rac- |bear, rac-
. sissippi. koon, fox, |koon, grey
w0 marten,mink,|fox, marten,
= fi-her, and |mink, fisher,
= deer skins, & deer skins.
Z | Ditto. Atanestablish-] 8.000{10.000] Ditto, and] Ditto,and
E".] menton Red lake, bark cunoes. |bark canocs.
& and at their hunt-
E ing camps.
<
Ditto. E~tublishments] 7.000{10.000} Ditto,prin-| Ditto, ex-
near the mouth cipally, bea-[cept canoes,
of Pembanar ri- ver and otter {with wolve-
ver, and at their butnocanoes,|rine lynx in
hunting camps. some wolve-luddition.
rineand lynx, h
CONTINUED.
B. P. Q. R.
Ojibaway. On the north| With all thel All the tribes
side of the Mis-{tribes of Siwoux,|of Chippeways,
sissippi, at Sandy|Saukees, Renars.fand the nations
. Lake. and Ayouwais, [inhabiting lakes
o0 Superior, Michi-
:: Ditto. On the Red| !TheSiouxonly.jgan,andthe coun-
= Lake, near the| ' try cast of the
Z head of the Mis- Mississippi.
- sissippi.
= | Ditto. On the Red| + The Sioux,| Ditto,andlwith
~ river of Lake|and partially with|the ~Christenoes
- Winnipie, about|the Assinniboins.jand Algonquins.
the mouth of the
Assiuniboinriver,




30 TRAVELS IN AMERICA.

S. CHIPPEWAYS, of Leach Lake. Claim the country
on both sides of the Mississippi, from the mouth of the Crow-
wing river to its source, and extending west of the Mississippi to
the lands claimed by the Sioux, with whomn they still contend
for dominion. They claim, also, east of the Mississippi, the
country extending as far as lake Superior, including the waters
of the river St. Louis. 'This country is thickly covered with
timber generally ; lies level, and generally fertile, though a con-
siderable proportion of it 1s intersected and broken up by small
lakes, morasses and swamps, particulatly abont the heads of the
Mississippi and river St. Louts. They do not cultivate, but
live priucipally on the wild rice, which they procure in great
abundance on the borders of Leach Lake and the banks of the
Mississippi. Their number has been cousiderably reéduced by
small pox. Their trade is at its greatest extent.

Of Red Lake. Claim the country about Red lake and Red
lake river, as far as the Red river of lake Winnipie, beyond
which last river they contend with the Sioux for territory. 'This
is a low level country, and geuerally thickly covered with tim-
ber, interrupted with many swamps and morasses. This, as
well as the other bands of Chippeways, are esteemed the best
hunters in the north-west country ; but from the long residence
of this band in the country they now inhabit, game is becoming
scarce, therefore their trade is supposed to be at its greatest ex-
teut. The Chippeways are a well disposed people, but exces-
sively fond of spirituous liquor.

Qf river Pembena. These people formerly resided on the
east side of the Mississippi, at Sand lake, but were induced, by
the north-west compaily, to remove, about two years since, 10
the'river Pembena. They do not claim the lands on which they
hunt. . The country is level and the soil good. The west side of
the river is principally prairies or open plains; on the east side
there is a greater proportion of timber. Their trade at present
is a very valuable one, and will probably iucrease for some years,
They do not cultivate, but live by hunting. T hew are well dis-
posed towards the whites.
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B. C. D. EJ|F. | G.| H. 1. J.
O-jib-d-way|Algonquins. Chippeways. 100{300] On the|N. W\,
south side] and
of Rainy X.).
Lake, Com-
i~ Rainy ' panics
Z Lake ri-
=) ! ver, and
<4 ? the Lake
g 3 of the
> | Wood.
= | |
< |Ditto. Algonquins. Cllippo\-\~ay<.l 200|600|About the, Dittc
‘ mouth™ of}-
i the Assin-
| niboin, on
| Red river.
o )
o !
CONTINUED,
B. K. L) M| N
Ojibaway. Establishments on{ 4,000 6,000 Principally
the rivers Winnipie birch bark ca-
and Rainy Lake,and noes.
at their hunting
. camps.
"
Z.
-
<4
Z
3
—
= |
< | Ditto, Establi;hmentson 8,000 {11,000 Beaver, otter
the Assinniboin at rackoon, blac!
Fort de Praine, beflr, large fox,
mink, and a few
deer.
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CONTINUED.

B. 0. P. Q. [ R.
Ojibaway. The same as| At the Red
the Chippeways,|Lake establish-
but insmall quan-ment. 2
tities, and canoes, =
2- (see page 29,0.) ‘é
5 = .| Al the tribes
8 «
< 'S .Zjof the Chippe-
CZJ g 5 |ways, Algon-
) ~ £]quins, and
:—é § ‘7 [Christenoes.
~ <
< {Ditto. Beaver, otter,] At the Red 2
rackoon, black|river establish-.2
bear, large fox,|ment. Jo)
mink, deer, =
wolves and -
muskrats.

S. ALGONQUINS, of Rainy Lake, &. With the pre-
cise limits of the country they claim, I amTotinformed. They
live very much detached, in small parties. The country they
inhabit 1s but an indifferent one ; it has been much hunted, and
the game, of course, nearly exhausted. They are well disposed
towards the whites. Their number is said to decrease. They
are extremely addicted to spirituous liquor, of which large
quantities are annually furnished them by the north-west traders,
in return for their bark canoes. They live wretchedly poor.

Of Portage de Prairie. These people nbabit a low, flat,
marshy country, mestly covered with timber, and well stocked
with game. They are emigrants from the lake of the Woods
and the country east of it, who were introduced, some years
since, by the north-west traders, in order to hunt the country on
the lower parts of Red river, which then abounded in a variety
of animals of the fur kind. 'They are an orderly, well dis-
posed people, but, like their vclations on Raiuy lake, extremely
addicted to. spirituous liquors. .Their trade 1s at its greatest
extent,
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A. Christenoes or Knistenaus.
B. Chnis-"te-no.

C. Cree.
D. Chippeways, with a different accent, and many words pecu-

liar to themselves.
E.
F. 150.
G. 300.

H. 1,000.
1. On the heads of the Assinniboin, and thence towards the

Saskashawan.

J. Hudson’s Bay, N. W. and X. Y. companies.

K. Establishments on the Assinniboin, Swan Lake river and the
Saskashawan,

L. 15,000.

M. 15,000. .

N. Beaver, otter, lynx, wolverine, marten, mink, wolf, small
fox (or kitts) dressed elk and moose deer skins.

O. The skins of the beaver, otter, lynx, wolf, wolverine, marten,
miunk, small fox, brown :und grizzly bean, dressed elk and
moose-deer skins, muskrat skins, and some buffaloe robes,
dried meat, tallow and grease.

P. On the Mlssom 1, at or near the mouth of the Yellow Stone
river.

Q. With the Siouxs, Fall, Blood, and Crow Indians. .

R. With the Assinniboins, Algonquins, Chippeways, Mandans,
Minatares and Ahwahhaways.

S. They are a wandering nation ; do not cultivate, nor claim
any particular tract of country. They are well disposed
towards the whites, aud treat their traders with respect.
"The country in which they rove is generally open plains,
but in some parts, particularly about the head of the As-
sinniboin river, it is marshy, and tolerably well furnished
with timber, as are also the Fort Dauphin mountains, to
which they sometimes resort. Irom the quantity of
beaver in their country, they ought to furnish more of
that article than they do at present. 'T'hey are not
esteemed good beaver hunters. They might probably be
induced to visit an establishment on the Missouri,
at the Yellow Stone river. Their number has been re-
duced, by the small pox, since they were first knawn to
the Canadlans.

A. Fall Indians.
B. A-lan-s'r.
LEWIS AND CLARKE,] B
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C. Fall Indians,

D. Minetare.

E.

F. 260.

G. 660.

H. 2.500.

I. On the head of the south fork of the Saskshawan river, and
some streams supposed to be branches of the Missouri.

J. N.W. company.

K. Upper establishment on the Saskashawan ; but little trade.

L. 1.000.

M. 4.000.

N. Beaver and marten. _

O. Skins of the beavers, brown, white and grizzly bear, large
and small foxes, muskrat, marten, mink, lynx, wolverine,
wolves, white hares, deer, elk, moose-deer, antelopes of
the' Missouri, and some buffaloe.

P. At or near the falls of the Missouri.

(Rg. Defensive war with the Christenoes.

S, The country these people rove in is not much known : it is
said to be a high, broken, woody country. They might
be induced to visit an establishment at the falls of the
Missouri : their trade may, no doubt, be made profitable.

S —

A. Cattanahaws.

B. Cat-tan-a-baws,

C. Cattanahaws.

D. *

E. F. G. H.

I. Between the Saskashawan and the Missouri, on waters sup-
posed to be of the Missouri,

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. See above, O.

P. At, or near the falls of the Missouri.

Q. R. '

S. What has been said of the Fall Indians is, in all respects,
applicable to this nation. They are bath wandering na-
tions,

o —

ﬁ. Black-foot Indians.
C Blackfoot Indians.

D. *

E. F. G. H.
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I. Between the Saskashawanand the Missouri, on water sup-
posed to be of the Missouri,

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. See page 34, O.

P. At, or near the falls of the Missouri,

Q. R.

S. See page 34, S.

ot

A. Blue Mud and Long Hair Indians.

B.

% Elue Mud and Long Hair Indians.

E. F. G. H.

I.  West of the Rocky mountains, and near the same on wa-
ter courses supposed to be branches of the Columbia river.

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. Not known, but from the position of their country supposed
to abound in animals similar to those mentiened in page
34, O.

P. Q. R.

S. Still less is known of these people, or their country. The
water courses on which they reside, are supposed to be
branches of the Columbia river. 'They are wandering
nations,

A. Flatheads.

B. Tut-see’-wis.

C. Flathead Indians.

D. *

E. . G. H.

I. On the west side of a large river, lying west of the Rocky
mountains, and rununing north, supposed to be the south
fork of the Columbia river.

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. See above, O.

P.

Q. Defensive war with the Minetares.

R.

S. The information I possess with respect to these people hag
been received from the Minetares, who have extended
their war excursions as far westerly as that nation, of whom
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they have made several prisoners, and brought them with
them to their villages on the Missouri: these prisoners
have been seen by the Frenchmen residing in this neighbour-
hood. The Minetares state, that this nation resides in one
village on the west side of a large and rapid river, which
runs from south to north, along the foot of the Rocky
mountains on their west side; and that this river passes at
a small distance from the three forks of the Missour.
That the country between the mountains and the river is
broken, but on the opposite side of the river it is an exten-
sive open plain, with a number of barren sandy hills, irre-
gularly distributed over its surface as far as the eye can
reach. 'They are a timid, inoffensive, and defenceless

people. They are said to possess au abundance of horses.

Snake Indians.

Of the West.

La Plays.

B.
So-so-na’.

So-50-b4,
& T'a-kir,

A-l-a.tan,

C.

Gens des
Serpent.

Aliati.

La Plays,

@

Aliatan. * Aliatan.

Aliatan.

Very numerous.

I

Among  the
Rockymountains,
on the heads ofthe
Missouri, Yellow
Stone, and Platte
rivers,

Among the
Rockymountains,
and in the plains
at the heads of
the Platte and
Arkansas rivers,

The mountains
on the borders o
New Mexico, and
the extensive
plains atthe heads
of the Arkansas

and Red rivers.
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CONTINUED.

37

A. ALIATANS.

Snake Indians.

Of the West.

La Plays.

J. K.

The place at which this trade is carried on

is not known,

With the Spaniards of New Mexico.

L:

CONTINUED.

O.

The same with the
Fall,Cattanahawsand
Black Foot ladians,
except buffaloes ; but
they havein addition
immense quantities of;
horses, mules and
asses,

Immense quanti-
ties of horses, mules,
asses, buffaloe, deer,
elk, black bear and
large hares; and in
the northern regions;
of their country, big
horn and Missouri,
antelopes, with many
animals of the fur
kind, i

A. ALIATANS.

Snake Indians.

Of the West.

La Plays.

P.

At or near the
Falls of the Mis-
souri.

On the Arkan-
sas, as highup as
possible. Itwould
be best that it
should be west of
the Kansas, if it

ply it some dis-

tance by land.

Q.

R. i

Defensive  war
with the Ricaras,
Sioux, Assinniboins,
Christenoes, Mine-
tares,Ahwahhaways,
and all the nations
inhabiting the Susk-
ashawan river.

Defensive  war
with the Great and
Little Osages, Pa-
niapique, Kansas,
Pania Proper, Pu-

nia Republican, Pa-

should be neces-jnia Loups, Ricaras,
sary even to sup-land Sioux.

Mandans. and|
Crowlndians, and!
all those whodo}
not attack them.

e it b e e

|l
At peace with;
all who do not
wage war aguinst
them.
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S. ALTATANS, Snake Indians. These are a very numer-
ous and well disposed people, inhabiting a woody and moun-
tainous country ; they are divided into three large tribes, who
wander a considerable distance from each other; and are called
by themselves So-so-na, So-sobu-bar, and I-a-kar ; these are
again subdivided into smaller though independent bands, the
names of which ['have not yetlearnt; they raise a number of horses
and mules which they trade with the Crow Indians, or are sto-
len by the nations on the east of them, They maintain a par-
tial trade with the Spaniards, from whom they obtain many arti-
cles of cloathing and ironmongery, but no warlike imp lements.

Of the lWest. 'These people also inhabit a mountainous
country, and sometimes veuture in the plains east of the Rocky-
mountains, about the head of the Arkansas river. They have
more intercourse with the Spaniards of New Mexico, than the
Snake Indians. They are said to be very numerous and war-
like, but are badly armed. The Spaniards fear these people,
and therefore take the precaution not to furnish them with any
warlike implements. In their present unarmed state, they fre-
quently commit hostilittes on the Spaniards. They raise a
great many horses.

La Playes. 'These principally ishabit the rich plains from
the head of the Arkansas, embracing the heads of Red river,
and extending with the mountains and high lands eastwardly as
far as it is known towards the gulph of Mexico. They possess
no fire arms, but are warlike and brave. They are, as well
as the other Afiatans, a wandering people. 'Their country
abounds in wild: horses, besides great numbers which they raise
themselves. These peaple, and the Vest Aliatans, might be:
induced to trade with us on: the upper part of the Arkansas ri~
ver. I donot believe that any of the Aliatans:claim a country
within any particular limits

et )
A. Pania Piqte’,
B.
C. La Paunee Piqiv.
D. Panai Proper.
L. Iv. G. H. I J. K. L.
RY N. O. P, Q. R.

5. These people have no intercourse with the inhabitants of
the lllois;; the information, therefore , which 1 have been:
enabled to obtain, with respect to'them,. is very wipoerfect.
They were formerly known by the name of the /l7ite
Panias, and are of the same fumily with the Pauias of the
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viver Platte. The are said to be a well disposed people,
and inhabit a very fertile country; certain it is that they
enjoy a delightful climate.

SR —

A. Padacus.

B.

L. La. Paddo.

D. *

E. I. G H. I. J. K. L. .

M. N. 0. P. Q. R.

S. This once powerful nation has, apparently, entirely disap-
peared ; every inquiry | have mad. after them has proved
meffectuat. In the year 1724, they resided in several vil-
lages on the heads of the Iausus river, and could, at that
time, bring upwards of two thousard inci into the field (see
Mons. Dupratz history of Lowsiauia,pace 71, and the map
attached to that work). The informution that 1 have re-
ceived is, that being oppressed by the nations residing on the
Missouri, they removed t the upper part of tlie river
Platte, where they afterwards had but little intercourse with
the whites. They seem to have given name to the 1:orthern
branch of that river, which is stiii called the Paducas fork.
The most probable conjecture is, that bemg st:ll {urther
reduced, they have divided mto small wundering bands,
which assumned the names of the subdivisions of the Padu-
cas nation, and are known to us at present under the appel-

Jation of Wetepabatoes, Kiawas, Kanenavish, Katteka,
Dotame, &c. who still inbabii the conntry to which the
Paducas are said to have reisoved.  The majority of my

-information led me to believe that those people spoke dif-
ferent languages, but other and subscquent information has
induced me to doubt the fact.



HISTORICAL SKETCHES

OF THE SEVERAL

INDIAN TRIBES IN LOUISIANA,
SOUTH OF
THE ARKANSA RIVER,
AND BETWEEN
THE MISSISSIPPI AND RIVER GRAND.

CADDOQUES, live about 35 miles west of the main branch
of Red river, on a bavau or creek, called by them Sodo, which
is mavigable for peroques only within about six miles of their
village, and that only in the rainy season. They are distant from
Natchitoches about 120 miles, the nearest route by land, and
in nearly a north-west direction. They have lived where they
now do only five years. The first year they moved there the
small pox got amongst them and destroyed nearly one half of
them ; it was in the winter season, and they practised plunging
into the creek on the first appearance of the eraption, and died
in a few hours. Two years ago they had the measles, of which
several more of them died. They formerly lived on the south bank
of the river, by the course of the river 375 miles higher up, ata
beautiful prairie, which has a clear lake of good water in the
middle of it, surrounded by a pleasant and fertile country, which
had been: the residence of their ancestors from time imme-
morial.

They have a traditionary tale which not only the Caddos, but
half a dozen other smaller nations believe in, who claim the ho-
nour of being descendants of the same family: they say, when
all the world was drowned Ly a flood that inundated the whole
country, the great spirit placed on an eminence, near this lake,
one family of Caddoques, who alone were saved ; from that fa~
mily all the Indians originated.

The Freunch, for many years before Louisiana was transferred
to Spain, had, at this place, a fort and some soldiers; several
French families were likewise settled in the vicinity, where they
had erected a good flour mill with burr stones brought from
France. These French families continued there till about 25
years ago, when they moved down and settled at Campti, on the
Red river, about 20 miles above Natchitoches, where they now

5
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live ; and the Indians left it about 14 years ago, on account of a
dreadful sickuess that visited them. They scttled on the river
nearly opposite where they now live, on a low place, but
were driven thence on account of its overflowing, occa-
sioned by a jam of timber choaking the river at a point below
themn.

The whole number of what they call warriors of the ancient
€addo nation, is now reduced to about 100, who are looked
upon somewhat like kniyhts of Malta, or some distinguished mi-
litary order.  "T'hey are brave, despise danger or death, and boast
that they have never shed white man’s blood. DBesides these,
there are of old men and strangers who live amongst them,
nearly the same number, but there are 40 or 50 more women
than men. Thix nation has great influence over the Yattassecs,
Nundakoes, Nabadaches, Inies or Yachics, Nagogdoches. Key-
chies, Adaize and Natchitoches, who all speak the Caddo lan-
guage, look up to them as their fathers, visit and intermarry
among them, and join them 1n all their wars. ‘

The Caddoques complain of the Choctaws incroaching upon
their country ; call them lazy, thievish, &c. There has been a
misunderstanding between them for several years, aud small
hunting parties kill one another when they meet.

The Caddos raise corn, beans, pumpkins, &c. ; but the land on
which they now live is prairie, of a white clay soil, very flat:
their erops are subject to injury either by too wet or too dry a
season. They have horses, but few of any other domestic ani-
mal, except dogs : most of them have guns, and some have rifles :
they, and all other Indians that we have any knowledge of, are at
war with the Osages. '

The country, generally, round the Caddos is hilly, not very
rich; growth a mixture of oak, hickory, and pine, inter-
spersed with prairies, which are very rich generally, and fit
for cultjvation. "There are creeks and springs of good water
frequent.

YATTASSEES, live on Bayau Pierre (or Stony.creek),
which falls into Red river, western division, about 50 miles ahove
Natchitoches. Their village is in a large prairie, about half way
between the Caddoques and Natchitoches, surrounded by a set-
tlement of French families. The Spanish government at pre-
sent exercise jurisdiction over this settlement, \vlm'_e they keep a
guard of a non-commyssioned officer and eight soldieys. .

A few months ago, the Caddo chief, with a few of his young
men, were coming to this place to trade, and came that way
which is the usual road. The Spanish officer of .the guard
threatened to stop them from trading with the Americans, an:d
LEWIS AND CLARKE.] F
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told the chief if he returned that way with the goods he should
take them from him. The chief and his party were very angry,
and threatened to kill the whole guard, and told them that that
road had been always theirs, and that if the Spaniards attempted
to prevent their using it as their ancestors had always done, he
would soon make it a bloody road. He came here, purchased the
goods he wanted, and might have returned another way and
avoided the Spanish guard, and was advised to do so ;. but he said
he would pass by them, and let them attempt to stop him if they
dared. The guard said nothing to him as he returned.

This settlement, till some few years ago, used to belang to the
district of Natchitoches, and the rights to their lands given- by
the government of Louisiana, before it was ceded to Spain. Its
now being under the government of Taxus, was only an agree-
ment between the commandant of Natchitoches and the com-
mandant of Nagogdoches. The French formerly bad a station
and factory there, and another on the Sabine river, nearly one
hundred miles north-west from the Bayau Pierre settlement.
The Yattassees now say the French used to be their people, and
now the Americans. ;

But of the ancient Yattassees there are but eight men remain-
ing, and twenty-five women, besides children; buta number of
men of other nations have intermarried with them and live toge-
ther. I paid a visit at their village last summer; there were
about forty men of them all together : their original language dif-
fers from any other, hut now all speak Caddo. They live on
rich land, raise plenty of corn, beans, pumpkins, tobacco, &ec. ;
have horses, cattle, hogs and poultry. =~

NANDAKOES, live on the Sabine river, 60 or 70 miles to
the westward of the Yattassees, near where the French formerly
had a station and factory. Their language is Caddo, about 40
men only of them remaining. A few years ago they suffered
very much by the small pox. They consider themselves the
same as Caddos, with whom they intermarry, and are, occasion-
ally, visiting oue another in the greatest harmony : have the
same manners, customs, and attachments.

~ADAIZE, live about 40 miles fram Natchitoches, below the
Yattassees, on a lake called Lac Macdon, which communicates
with the division of Red river that passes by Bayau Pierre.
They live at or near where their ancestors have lived from time
immemorial. They being the nearest nation to the old Spanish
fort, or Mission of Adaize, that place was named after them,
being wbout 20 miles from them, to the south. There are now
but 20 men of them remaining, but more women. Their lan-
guage differs from all other, and is so difficult te speak or under+
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stand, that no nation can speak ten words of it; but they all
speak Caddo, and most of them French, to whom they were al-
ways attached, and joined them against the Natchez Indians.
After the massacre of Natchez, in 1798, while the Spaniards
occupied the post of Adaize, their priests took much pains to
proselyte these Indians to the Roman Catholic religion, but, I
am informed, were totally unsuccessful. )

ALICHE (commonly pronounced Eyeish), live near Nacog=
doches, but are almost extinct, as a nation, not more than 25
souls of them remaining: four years ago the small pox destroyed
the greater part of them. They were, some years ago, a consi-
derable nation, and lived on a bayau which bears their name,
which the road from Natchitoch to Nacogdoches crosses, about
12 miles west of Sabine river, on which a few French and Ame-
rican families are settled. Their native language is spoken by no
other nation, but they speak and understand Caddo, with whom
they are in amity, often visiting one another. . :

KEYES, or KEYCHIES, live on the east bank of Trinity
river, a small distance above where the road from Natchitoches
to St. Antoine crosses it. There are of them GO men: have
their peculiar native language, but mostly now speak Caddo;
intermarry with them, and live together in much harmony, for-
merly having lived near them, on the head waters of the Sabiue.
They plant corn and some other vegetables.

INIES, or TACHIES (called indifferently by both names).
From the latter name the name of the province of Tachus or
Taxus is derived. 'The Inies live about 25 miles west of Nat-
chitoches, on a small river a branch of Sabine, called the
Naches. They are like all their neighbours, diminishing; but
have now 80 men. Their ancestors, for a long time, lived
where they now do. Their language the same as that of the
Caddos, with whom they are in great amity. These Indians
have a good character, live on excellent land, and raise corn
to sell.

NABEDACHES, live on the west side of the same river,
about fifteen miles above them ; have about the same number of
men; speak the same language ; live on the best of land; raise
corn in plenty; have the same manners, customs and attach-
ments,

BEDIES, are on the Trinity river, about 60 miles to the
southward of Nacogdoches; have 100 men; are good hunters
for deer, which are very large and plenty about them; plant,
and make good crops of corn; language differs from all other,
but speak Caddo; are a peaceable, quiet people, and have an
excellent character for their honesty and punctuality.

ACCOKESAWS, Their ancient town and principal place

oo
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of residence is on the west side of Colerado or Rio Rouge, about
200 miles south-west of Nacogdoches, but often change their
place of residence for a sezson; being near the bay, make great
use of fish, oysters, &c. kill a great many deer, which are the
Jargest and fattest in the province ; and their country is univer-
sally said to be inferior to no part of the province in svil, growth
of timber, goodness of water, and beauty of surface; have a
language peculiar to themselves, but have a mode of communi-
cation by dumb signs, which they all understand ; number aboui
80 men. 'Thirty or forty years ago the Spaniards had a mission
here, but broke it up, or moved it to Nacogdoches. They
talk of resettling it, and speak in the highest terms of the
country.

MAYES, live on a large creek called St. Gabriel, on the
bay of St. Bernard, near the mouth of Guadaloupe river : are
estimated at Q00 men; never at peace with the Spaniards, to-
wards whom they are said to possess a fixed hatred, but profess
great friendship for the French, to whom they have been
strongly attached since Mons. de Salle landed in their neigh-
bourhood. The place where there i1s a talk of the Spaniards
opening a new port, and making a settlement, 1s near them ;
where the party, with the governor of St. Antoine, who were
there last fall to examine 1t, say they found the remains of a
French block-house ; some of the canmon now at Labahie are
said to huve been brought from that place, and known by the
engravings now to be seen on them.

The French speak highly of these Indians for their extreme
kindness and hospitality to all Frenchmen who have been amongst
them : have a language of their own, but speak Attakapa,which
is the language of their neighbours the Carankouas ; they have
likewise a way of conversing by signs.

CARANKOUASR, live on an island, or peninsula, in the
bay of St. Bernard, in length about ten miles, and five in
breadth ; the soil is extremely rich and pleasant ; on one side of
which there 1s a high bluff, or mountain of coal, which has been
on fire for many years, affording always a light at night, and a
strong, thick smoke by day, by which vessels are sometimes de=
cetved and lost on the shoaly coast, which shoals are said to ex-
tend nearly out of sight of lind.  From this burning coal there is
emitted a gummy substance the Spaniards call cheta, which is
thrown on the shore by the surf, aud collected by them in consi-
derable quantities, which they are fond of chei\'in;: . it has the
appearance and consistence of pitch, of a stroue, aromatic, and
not disagreeable smell.  These ludians are ircconcileal:le ene-
mies to the Spaniards, alwavs at war with them, and kiii them
whenever they can.  "Fhe Spanicids call them canmibals, but ;hé
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French give them a different character, who have always been
treated kindly by them since Mons. de Salle and his party were
in the neighbourhood, They are said to be 500 men strong,
but [ have not been able to estimate their numbers from any very
accurate information ; ina short time expect to be well informed.
They speak the Attakapa lamguage ; are friendly and kind to all
other Indians, and, I presume, are much like all others, not-
withstanding what the Spaniards say of them, for nature is every
where the same. , g

Last summer an old Spaniard came to me from Labahie, a
journey of about 500 miles, to have a barbed arrow taken out of
his shoulder, that one of these Indians had shot in it. 1 found
it under his shoulder-blade, near nine inches, and had to cut a
new place to get at the point of it, in order to get it out the
contrary way from that n which 1t had entered: it was made
of a piece of an iron hoop, with wings like a fluke and an
inche. ‘

CANCES, are a very numerous nation, consisting of a great
many different tribes, occupymg different parts of the couutry,
from the bay of St. Bernzrd, cross river Grand, towards La
Vera Cruz. They are not filendly to the Spaniards, and gene-
rally kill them when they have an opportunity. They are at-
tached to the French; are good hunters, principally using the
bow. They are very particular 1w their dress, which is made of
neatly dressed leather ; the women wear a long loose robe, re-
sembling that of a Franciscan friar ; nothing but their heads and
feet are to be seen. The dress of the men 1s straight leather leg-
gings, resembling pantaloons, and a leather hunting shirt, or
frock. No estimate can be made of their number.

Thirty or forty years ago the Spaniards used to make slaves of
them when they could take them; a’considerable number of
them were brought to Natchitoches and sold to the Irench in-
habitants at 40 or 50 dollars a head, and a number of them are
still living here, but are now free. About 20 years ago an order
came from the king of Spain that no more Indians should be
made slaves, and those that were enslaved should be emanci-
pated ; after which some of the women who had been servants in
good families, and taught spinning, sewing, &c. as well as ma-
naging household affairs, married maitiffs of the country, and
became respectable, weil behaved women, and have now grow-
ing up decent families of children: have a language peculiar to
themselves, and are understood, by signs, by all others. They
are in amity with all other Indians except the Hietans.

TANKAWAYS (or TANKS, as the French call them) have
o land, nor claim the exclusive right to any, nor have any par-
ticular p]acc of abode, but are always moving, alternately occu-.

5
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pying the country watered by the Trinity, Braces and Colerado,
towards St. a Fé.  Resemble, in their dress, the Cances and
Hietans, but all in one horde or tribe. Their number of men
is estimated at about 200 ; are good hunters ; kill buffaloe and
deer with the bow ; have the best breed of horses ; are alter-
nately friends and enemies of the Spaniards. An old trader
Iately informed me that he had received- 5000 deer skins from
them in one year, exclusive of tallow, rugs and tongues. They
plant nothing, but live upon wild fruits and flesh : are strong,
athletic people, and excellent horsemen.

TAWAKENOES, or THREE CANES. They are called
by both names indifferently ; live on the westside of the Braces,
but are often, for some months at a time, lower down than their
usual place of residence, in the great prairie at the Tortuga, or
Turtle, called so from its being a hill 1 the prairie, which, at a
distance, appears in the form of a turtle, upon which there are
some remarkable springs of water. Their usual residence is
about 200 miles to the westward of Nacogdoches, towards St. a
Fé. 'They are estimated at 200 men : are good hunters ; have
guns, but hunt principally with the bow: are supplied with
goods from Nacogdoches, and pay for them in rugs, tongues,
tallow and skins. They speak the same language of the Panis,
or Towiaches, and pretend to have descended from the same
ancestors.

PANIS, or TOWIACHES, The French call them Panis,
and the Spaniards Fowiaches ; the latter 1s the proper Indian
name. They live on the south bank of Red river ; by the course
of the river upwards of 800 miles above Natchitoches, and by
land, by the uearest path, is estimated at about 340. 'They
have two towns near together ; the lower town, where the chief
lives, i1s called Niteheta, and the other is called Towaahach.
They call their present chief the Great Bear. They are at war
with the Spaniards, but {riendly to those French and American
hunters who have lately been among them. They are likewise
at war with the Osages, as are every other nation. For many
hundreds of miles round them, the country is rich prairie, cover-
etl with luxuriant grass, which is green summer and winter, with.
shirts of wood on the river bank, by the springs and creeks.

They have mauy horses and mules. They raise more corn,
pumpkins, beans and tobacco, than they want for their own
consumption ; the surplusage they exchange with the Hietans for
buffaloe, rugs, horses and mules : the pumpkins they cut round
in their shreads, and when it is in a state of dryness that it is so
tough it will not break, but bend, they plait and work it into
large mats, In which state they sell it to the Hietans, who, as
they travel, cut off and eat it as they want it. "Their tobacco
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they manufacture and cut as fine as tea, which is put into leather
bags of a certain size, and is likewise an article of trade. They
have but few guns, and very little ammunition; what they have
they keep for war, and hunt with the bow. Their meat is prin-
cipally buffaloe ; seldom kill a deer, though they are so plenty
they come into their villages, and about their houses, like a do-
mestic animal : elk, bear, wolves, antelope and wild hogs are
likewise plenty in their country, and white rabbits, or hares, as
well as the common rabbit: white bears sometimes come down
amongst them, and wolves of all colours. The men generally
go entirely naked, and the women mnearly so, only wearing a small
flap of a piece of a skin. They have a number of Spaniards
amongst them, of fair compiesion, taken from the settlement of -
St.a Fé, when they were children, who live as tliey do, and
have no knowledge of where they came from. Their language
differs from that of any other nation, the Tawakenoes excepted.
Their present rumber of men is estimated at about 400. A
great number of them, four years ago, were swept off by the
small-pox. o
HIETANS, or Comanches, who are likewise called by both
names, have no fixed place of residence ; have neither towns nor
villages ; divided into so many different hordes or tribes, that
they have scarcely any knowledge of one another. No estimate
of their numbers can well be made. They never remain in the
same place more than a few days, but follow the buffaloe, the
flesh of which is their principal food. Some of them occasion-
ally purchase of the Panis, corn, beans and pumpkins; but
they are so numerous, any quantity of these articles the Panis
are able to supply them with, must make but a small proportion
of their food. They have tents made of neatly dressed skins,
fashiioned- in form-of a cone, sufficiently roomy for a family of
ten or twelve persons ; those of the chiefs will contain occasion-
ally 50 or 60 persons. When they stop, their tents are pitched
in very exact order, so as to form regular streets and squares,
which in a few minutes has the appearance of a town, raised, as
it were, by inchantment: and they are equally dexterous in strik-
ing their tents and preparing for-a march when the signal is given;
- to every tent two horses or mules are allotted, one to carry the
tent, and another the poles or sticks, which are neatly made of
red cedar ; they all travel on horseback. Their horses they
never turn loose to graze, but always keep them tied with a long
cabras or halter ; and every two or three days they are obliged to
move on account of all the grass near them being eaten up, they
have such numbers of horses. Theyare good horsemen and
have good horses, most of which are bred by themselves, and
being accustomed from when very young to be handled, they are
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remarkably docile and gentle. They sometimes catch wild

horses, which are every where amongst them 1n 1mmense droves..

~ They hunt down the buffaloe ou horseback, and kill them either
with the bow or a sharp stick like a spear, which they earry n.
their hands. They are generally at war with the Spaniards, often
committing depredations upon the inhabitants of St. a Féand St..

- Antoine ; but bave always been friendly and civil to any French
or Americans who have been amongst them. They are strong:
and athletic, and the elderly men as fat as though they had lived
upon English beef and porter.

It is said the man who kills a buffaloe, catches the blood and
drinks it while warm ; they likewise eat the liver raw, before it is
cold, and use the gaul by way of sauce. They are, for savages,
uncommonly cleanly in their persons: the dress of the women is
a long, loose robe, that reaches from thetr chin to the ground,-
tied round with a fancy sash, or girdle, all made of neatly dressed
Teather, on which they paint figures of different colours and signi-
fications : the dress of the men s, close leather pantaloons, and a
hunting shirt, or. frock of the same. They never remain long
enough in the same place to plant any thing : the small Cayenne
pepper grows spontaneously 1 the country, with which and some
wild herbs and fruits, particularly a bean that grows in great.
plenty on a small tree resembling a willow, called masketeo, the
women cook their buffaloe beef in a manner that would be grate-
ful to an English ’squire. They alternately occupy the immense
space of country from the Trimty and Braces, crossing the Red
river, to the heads of Arkansaand Missouri, to river Grand, and
beyond it, about St. a Fé, and over the dividing ridge on the
waters of the Western ocean, where they say they have seen
large peroques, with masts to them ; in describing which, they
make a drawing of a ship, withall its sails and rigging ; and they
describe a place where they have seen vessels ascending a river,
over which was a draw-bridge that opened to give them a pasZ’
sage. Their native language of sounds differs from the-language
of any other nation, and none can either speak or understand it ;
‘but they have a language by signs that all Indians understand,
and by which they converse much among themselves. They
have a number of Spanish men and women among them, who
are slaves, and who they made prisoners when young. ‘

An elderly gentleman now living at Natchitoches, who, some
years ago, carried on a trade with the Hietans, a few days ago
related to me the foowing story :

About 20 years ago a party of these Indiaus passed over the
river Grand to Chewawa, the residence of the governor-general
of what is called the five internal provinces; lay in ambush for
an opportunity, and made prisoner the: governor’s daughter, a
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young lady going in her coach to mass, and brought her off.
‘T'he governor sent a message to him (my informant) with a thou-
sand dollars, for the purpose of recovermg his daughter : he ime-
mediately dispatched a confidential trader, then in his employ,
with the amount of the 1000 dollars in merchaudise, who re-
paired to the nation, found her, and purchased her ransom ; but
to his great surprise, she refused to return with him to her fa-
ther, and sent by him the following message : that the Indians had
disfigured her face by tattooing it according to their fancy and
1dcas of beauty, and a young man of them had taken her for his
wife, by whom she believed herself pregnant ; that she had be-
come reconciled to their mode of hife, and was well treated by
her husband ; and that she should be more unhappy by returning
to her father, under these circumstances, than by remaming
where she vas.  \Which message was conveved to her father,
who rewarded the trader by a present of 300 dollars more for
his trouble and fidelity ; and his daughter is now living with
her Indian husband in the nation, by whom she has three
children.

NATCHITOCHES, formaly lived where the town of Nat-
chitoches is now situated, which took its naine from them. An
elderly French gentleman, lately informed me, he remembered
when they were 600 men strong. 1 believe it is now 98 years
since the Trench first established themselves at Natchitoch ;
ever since, these Indians have been their steady and faithful
fricuds.  After the massacre of the French inhabitants of Nat-
chez, by the Natchez Indians, in 1728, those Indians fled from
the French, after being reinforced, and came up Red river, and
camped about six miles below the town of Natchitoches, near
the river, by the side of a small lake of clear water, and erccted
a mound of considerable size, where it now remains. Monsieur
St. Dennte, a Irench Canadian, was then commandant at Nat-
chitoches ; the Indians called him the Big Foot, were fond of
him, for he was a brave man.  St. Dennie, with a few Irench
soldiers, and what wilitia he could muster, joined by the Nat-
chitoches Indians, attacked the Natchez i their camp, early
‘in the morning 5 they defended themselves desperately for six
hours, but were at length totally defeated by St. Dennie, and
what of them that were not killed in battle, were drove mito the
lake, where the last of them perished, and the Natchez, as a
nation, became extinct. The lake isnow called by no other name
than the Natchez luke.  There are now remaimng of the Nat-
chitoches, but 12 men and 19 women, vhoiive m a.village
about €5 miles by land above the town which bears their name,
near a lake, called by the French Lac de Muce. 'Fheir origis
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nal language is the same as the Yattassce, but speak Caddo, and
most of them French. . .
The French inhabitants have great respect for this nation, and
a number of very decent familics have a mixture of their blood in
them. They claim but a small tract of land, on which they live,
and 1 am informed, have the same rights to it from government,
that other inhabitants in their neighbourhood have._ They are
gradually wasting away; the small-pox has been their great de-
stroyer.  They still preserve their Indian dress and habits ; raise
corn and thosc vegetables common in their neighbourhood.
BOLUXAS, are emigrants from near Pensacola. They
came to Red river about 42 years ago, with some French fami-
lies, who left that country about the time Pensacola was taken
possession of by the Lnglish. They were then a considerable
numerous tribe, and have generally embraced the Roman Ca-
tholic religion, and were ever highly esteemed by the French.
They settled first at Avoyall, then moved higher up to Ra-
pide Bayau, and from thence to the mouth of Rigula de Bon-
dieu, adivision of Red river, about 40 miles below Natchitoch,
where they now live, and are reduced to about S0 in number.
Their native language is peculiar to themselves, but speak Mo-
bilian, which is spoken by all the Indians from the east side of
Miesissippi. They are henest, harmless and friendly people..
APPALACHES, are likewise emigrants from West Florida,
from off the river, whose name they bear; came over to Red
viver about the same time the Boluxas did, and have, ever since,
lived on the river, above Bayau Rapide. No nation has been
more highly esteemed by the [rench mhabitants ; no complaints
against them are ever heard; there are ouly 14 men remaining ;
have their own language, but speak I'rench and Mobilian.
ALLEBAMIS, are likewise from West Florida, off the Alli-
bami river, and came to Red river about the same time of the
Boluxas and Appalaches.  Part of them have lived on Red
river, about 16 miles above the Bayau Rapide, till last vear,
when most of this party, of about 30 men, went up Red nver,
and have settled themselves near the Caddoques, where, | am
mformed, they last year made a good crop of corn.  The Cad-
dos are friendly to them, and have no objection to their scttling
there.  They speak the Creek and Chactaw languages, and Mo-
bilian ; most of them Irench, and some of them English.
‘There 1s another party of them, whose village is on a small
creek, m Apypelousa district, about 30 miles north west from the
church of Appelousa. They consist of about 40 men. They
have lived at the same place ever since they came from Florida ;
are sald to be increasing a little in numbers, for a few vears past,
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They raise corn, have horses, hogs and cattle, and are harmless,
guict people.

CONCHATTAS, are almost the same people as the Alliba-
mis, but came over only ten vears ago; first lived on Bayau
Chico, in Appelousa district, but, four years ago, moved to ‘the
river Sabine, settled themselves on the ecast bank, where they
now live, in nearly a south direction from Natchitoch, and dis-
taut about 80 miles. They call their number of men 160, but
say, if they were all togcther, they would ainount to 200.  Seve-
ral families of them live in detached settlements. 'They are good
hunters, and game 1s plenty about where they are. A few days
ago, a small party of them were here, consisting of 15 persons,
meun, women and children, who were on their return from a bear
hunt up Sabine. They told me they had killed 118 ; but this
year an uncommon number of bears have come down. One
man alone, on Sabine, during the summer and fall, hunting,
killed 400 deer, sold his skms at 40 dollars a hundred The
bears this year are not so fat as common ; they usually yield from
eight to twelve gallons of oil, each of whicli’ never sells for lexs
than a dollar a gallon, and the skin a dollar more ; no great quan-
tity of the meat is saved ; what the hunters don’t use when out,
they gencrally give to their dogs. The Conchattas are friendly
with all other [udmns, and speak well of their neighbours the
Carankouas, who, they say, live about 80 miles south of them,
on the bay, which, I believe, is the nearest point to the sea from
Natchitoches. A few families of Chactaws have lately settled
near them from Bayau Beauf. The Conchattas speak Creek,
which is their native languade, and Chactaw, and several of them
Tuglish, and one or two of them can read it a little.

PACANAS, are a small tribe of about 30 men, who live on
the Quelqueshoe river, which falls into the bay between Atta-
kapa and Sabine, which beads in a prairie called Cooko prairie,
about 40 miles south west of Natchitoches. These people are
likewise emigrants from West Ilorida, about 40 vyears ago,
Their village is about 50 miles south cast of the Conchattas ; are
said to be increasing a little in number; quiet, peaceable and
triendly people. Their own language difters from ¢ any other, hut
speak Mobilian.

ATTAKAPAS. This word, T am informed, when transla-
ted into English, means man-eater, but is no more applicable to
them than any other Indians. The district they live in is called
after them. Their village is about 20 milcs to the westward of
the Attdkapa chuich, towards Quelqueshoe Their number of
men is about 50, but some T'unicas and Humas, who have mar-
ried in their nation and live with them, makes them altogether
about 80. They are peaceable and friendly to every bod; ; las
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bour, occasionally, for the white inhabitants ; raise their own
corn; have cattle and hogs. Their language and the Caran-
kouas is the smmpe. ‘They were, or necar, \\'_h,ere they now
live, when that part of the country was first discovered by the
Irench.

APPALOUSAS. It is said the word Appalousa, in the
Indian language, means black bead, or black shull. "They are
aborigines of the district called by their name. Their villuze is
about 15 miles west from the Appelousa church ; have about
40 men. Their native langnage differs from all other; under-
stand Attakapa and speak French ; plant corn ; have cattle and
hogs.

TUNICAS. These people lived formerly on the Bayau
Tunica, above Poimnt Coupee, on the Mississippi, cast side;
live now at Avoyall ; do not at present exceed 25 men. Their
native language 15 peculiar to themselves, but speak Mobilian;
are employed, occasionally, by the inhabitants as boatmen, &ec.
in amity with all other people, and gradually diminishing in
numbers.

PASCAGOLAS, livein a small village on Red river, about
GO miles below Natchitoches ; are emigrants from Pascagola
river, in West Florida; 25 men ouly of them remaining ; speak
Mobilian, but have a language peculiar to themselves ; most of
them speak and understand French.. They raise good crops of
corn, and garden vegetables ; have cattle, horses, and poultry
plenty. Their horses are much like the poorer kind of Irench
inhabitants on the river, and appear to live about as well.

TENISAWS, are likewise emigrants from.the Tenesau viver,
that falls into the bay of Mobile : have been on Red 1iver about
40 years : are reduced to about 25 men. 'Their village 1s withm
one mile of the Pascagolas, on the opposite side, but have lately
sold their land, and have, or are about moving, to Bavau Beauf,
about 25 miles south from where they lately lived : all speak
French and Mobilian, and live much like their neighbours the
Pascagolas.

CHACTOOS, live on Bayau Beauf, about 10 miles to the
southward of Bayau Rapide, on Red river, towards Appalousa:
a small, honest people ; are aborigines of the country where they
live ; of men about 30 ; diminishing : have their oun peculiar
tongue ; speak Mobilian. The lands they claiin on Bayau Beauf
are inferior to no part of Louisiana in depth and richness of soil,
growth of timber, pleasantness of suiface and goodness of water.
The Bayau Beauf falls into the Chaffeli,and discharges, through
Appalousa and Attakapa, into Vermilion Bay. :

.WAS HAS. When the French first came into the Mississippi,
this nation lived on an island to the so th west of New Orleans,
called Barritaria, and were the first tribe of lndians they became
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acquainted with, and were always friends.  They afterwards lived
on Bayau La Fosh ; and, from belng a cousiderable nation, are
now reduced to five persons only, two men and three women,
who are scattered in French families 5 have been many veurs ex-
tinct, as a nation, and their native language is lost.

CHACTAWS. Thereare a consideruble number of this na-
tion on the west side of the Mississippi, who have not been home
for several years.  \bout twelve miles above the post on Qache-
ta, on that river, there is a small village of them of about 50
men, who have lived there for several years, and made cormn ;
and likewise on Bayau Chico, in the northern pait of the distriet
of Appalousa, there is another village of them of about 50 men,
who have been there for about nine years, and say they l'.: ve the
covernor of Louisiana’s permission to settle there.  Besides these,
there are rambling hunting parties of them to be et with ail
over Lower Louisiana.  They are at war with the Caddog
and liked by neither red nor white people.

ARKENSAS, live on the Arkunsa river, swn!’z: adel In
three villages, about 12 miles above the post, or stiation, The
name of the first viile age Is 'I'mc'm'iwz, sccond Lol and the
third Ocape ;5 inall, 3t is believed, they do ot at procent ex-
ceed 100 men, aurd diminishing.  They are at wer with the
Osages, but fitendly with all othier pu,},l_e, white and red; ore
the original proprietors of the countrv i the river, to all which
they claim, for about 300 iniles ubove themy, to the junction of
the river Cadwa with Askensa; above this fork the Gaeos
claim.  Thewr language is Osapv 'é‘l;:-‘
sell 5 are called honest and fricndly p
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The forementioned are all the Indiun fe"z!ms that T have any

knowledge of, or can obtain an accowit of, m Louisiang,

.‘f,‘irlh
of the river Arkensa, between tic ‘U'w‘l"*lppi and river G,
At Avovall there did tive a corsiderable tribe of that nane, buy,

as far as I can learn, have been extinet for raauv venrsy v or
three womnen excepted, who did lowly live amons the Fiouch
mhabitants on Washita.

There are a few of thie Huvas stal lving on the cant side of
the Mississippr, 1 Isswsecs pursa, Below  Mancimek,
scarcely exist, as u nation.

That there ave errors 1 these shotehos 18 not to he deubic:?,
but inall cases out of my own personal n\no\\’c oe ) hu ¢ endea-
voured to procure the best information, which § have faithialiy
related 5 and | am coutident .m} errors thut (iu exist are too tu-
unportunt to afiect the ()l{jc:ct or which they are intended.

Lt
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L am, »ir, Xe.
(bwvul) JOHN SIELEY.

General H. DDaar B()Iu\

Natciitoches, April >, 1505.
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TO GENERAL HENRY DEARBORN,
SECRETARY OF WAR.
Srr,
YOU request me to give you some account of Red river,
and the country adjacent: [ will endeavour to comply with your
" request, to the best of my knowledge and capacity. My perso-
nal kinowledge of it is only from its mouth to about 70 or 8G
miles above Natchitoches, being, by the course of the river,
near 400 miles. After that, what | can say of it is derived from
information from others, on whose veracity I have great reli-
ance; principally from Mur. Francis Grappe, who is my assistant
and interpreter of Indian languages; whose father was a French
officer, and superintendent of Indian affairs, at a post, or sta-
tion, occupied by France, where they kept some soldiers, and
had a factory, previous to the cession of Louisiana to Spam, si-
tuate nearly 500 miles, by the course of the river, above Nat-
chitoches, where he, my nformant, was born, and lived upwards
of 30 years; his time, during which, being occupied alternate-
Iy as an assistant to his father, an Indian trader and hunter, with
the advantage of some learning, and a very retentive memory,
acquired an accurate knowledge of the river, as well as the lan-
guages of all the different Indian tribes in Louisiana, which,
with his having been Indian interpreter for the Spanish govern-
ment for many years past, and (I believe) deservedly esteemned
by the Indians, and all others, a man of strict integrity, has, for
many years, and does now possess their entire confidence, and
a very extensive influence over them ; and I have invariably found,
that whatever information [ have received from him, has been
confirmed by every other intelligent persou, having a knowledge
of the same, witlh whom I have conversed.
NOTE. Contrary to geographical rules, as I ascended the

river, I called the right bank the northern one, and the left the
southern.

THI confluence of Red river with the Mississippi is, by
the course of the latter, estimated about 220 miles from New
Orleans. Descending the Mississippi, after passing the Spa-
nish line at the 31st degree of north latitude, it makes a re-
markable turn to the westward, or uearly north-west, for some
distance before you arrive at the mouth of Red river, as though,
gotsx‘xﬂmtandmg the immense quantity of its waters already,
from 1ts almost numberless tributary streams, it was still desirous
of a farther augmentation, by hastening its union with Red river
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{which, perhaps, is second only in dignity to it) that they might,
from theuce, flow on and jomn the ocean together, which, for
many leagues, is forced to give place to its mighty current.
But there are reasons for believing the Red river did not always
unite with the Mississippi, as it toes at present; and that no
very great length of time has elapsed since the Mississippi left
1ts ancient bed, some miles to the eastward, and took its course
westwardly for the purpose of intermarrying with Red river.
"The mouth of the Chaffeli, which is now, pxopelly speaking,
one of the outlets of the river Muississipp1 to the ocean, 1s just
below in sight of the junction of Red river with the Missis-
sippi; and from its resémbiance to Red river in size, growth on
its banks, appearance and texture of soil, and differing from
that of the Mississippi, induces strongly the belief that the
Chaffeli was once but the continuation of Red river to the ocean,,
and that it had, in its bed, no counection with the Mississippi.
There 1s no doubt but the Mississippi has alternately occupied
different places in the low grounds through which it meanders,
almost from the high lands of one side to those of the othen, for
the average space “of uear 30 miles. These two great rivers
happemug to flow, for a distance, through the same mass of
swamp, that ammally is almost all inundated, it is not extraor-
dinary that their channels should find their way together; the
remarkable bend of the Mississippi, at this place, to the west-
ward, seems to have been for the express purpose of forming
this union; ; after which it returns to its former course.

In the month of March, 1803, I ascended Red river, from
its mouth to \'ltclntoclus, n an open boat, unless when I chose
to land and walk across a pont, or by the beauty of the river
bank, the pleasantness of its groves, or the variety of its shrubs
and ﬂowers, I was invited ashore to gratify or please my curio-
sity.  On entering the mouth of the river I found its waters
turgid, of a red colour, and of a brackish taste; and as the Mis-
sissippi was then falling, and Red river rising, found a current,
from its mouth upwards, varving considerably in places, but
averaging about two miles an hom, for the first hundred miles,
which, at that time, I found to be about the same 1 the Mis-
snsslppl but, when that river is high, and Red river low, there
Is very little current in the latter, for sixty or seveuty miles: the
river, “for that distance, is very crooked, increasing the distance,
by it, from a straight line, more than two thuds, the general
course of it nearly west : that [ was able to ascertain, from hear-
ing the morning gun at Fort Adams, for three or fom mornings
ahel entennw the river, which was not at the greatest helrrht
by about fourteen feet; and all the low grounds, for near seven-
tv miles, enluely overflowed like those of the Mississippi, which,
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in fact, is but a continugtion of the sarhe. Some plaqes ap-
peared, by thie high water mark on the trees, to OVerﬁOW}mt_
more than two er three feet, particularly the right _banvk,‘be ow
the mouth of the Black river, and the Jeft bawk above it; the
growth on the lowest places, willow and ¢otlon \V()Ofd'y. but on
the highest, lndsome oaks, swamp hickory, ash, grape vmes,
&e. . o

I made my calcelation of our rate of ascent and distawces up
the river, by my wat¢h, noting carefully with my _pencﬂ’ the mi-
nute of our stops and settinigs off, the inlets and outlets;” re’mark-‘-
able bends in the river, and whatever I observed any way re=
markable. About six miles from the mouth of the nver, left
side, there is a bayau, as it is called, comes i, that communi-
cates with a lake called lake Long, which, by anoth@‘ bayau,
‘cormunicates again with the river, through which, when thereis a
swell in the river, boats can pass, and cut off about 30 miles, being
only 14 or 15 throngh it, and abont 45 by the course of the river;
and through the lake there is very littte or no current; but the
passage is intricate and difficult to find ; a stranger should not
attempt it without a pilot ; people have been lost in it for seve-
rval days; but not difficult for ene acquainted: we; having no
pilot on board to be depended on, kept the river.

From the mouth of Red river to the mouth of Black
river I made it 31 miles: the water of Black river is clear,
and when contrasted with the water of Red river.has a black
appearance. From the mouth of Black river, Red river makes
a regular twining to the left, for abont 18 miles, called the Grand
Bend, forming a segment of nearly three fourths of a circle;
when you arrive at the bayau that leads into lake Long, which,
perhaps, 1s in a.right line, not exceeding 15 miles from the
mouth of the river.  From Bavau Lake Long, to Avoyall land-
myg, called Baker’s landing, 1 mude 53 miles, and the river i»
remarkably crooked. At this placw. the guns at Fort Adams are
distinctly heard, and the sound appears to be but little south of
east.  We came through a bayau called Silver Bavau, that cut
off, we understand, six miies; it was through the bayau about
four miles. Until we arrived at Baker’s landing, saw no spot
‘of ground that did not overflow ; the high water mark generally
from 3 to 15 feet above its banks. After passing Black river, the
edge of the banks near the river are highest; the land falls, from
the river back. At Baker’s lauding 1 went ashore; 1 under
$tuod, from Baker’s landing, cross the point, to Le Glass’ Jand-
ing, was only three-or four miles, and by water 15; but 1 fouud
1t-6 at least, and met with sorme dificulty in getting from where
I lanided to the high Jand at Baker’s honse, for water, theugh at
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low water it isa dry cart road, and less than-a mile. "I found
Baker and his family very hospitable and kind; Mr. Baker told
me he was a native of Virginia, and had lived there upwards of
30 years. He was living on a tolerable good high piece of
land, not prairie, but joining it. After leaving Baker’s house,
was soon in sight of the prairie, which, I understand, is about
40 miles in circumference, longer than it is wide, very level, only
a few clamps of trees to be scen, all covered with good grass.
The inhabitants are settled all around the out edge of it, by the
woods, their houses facing inwards, and cultivate the prairie
land. Though the soil, when turned up by the plow, has a
good appearance, what I could discover by the old corn and
cotton stalks, they made but indifferent crops; the timber land
that 1 saw cleared and planted, produced the best; the prairie
1s better for grass than for planting. The inhabitants have con-
siderable stocks of cattle, which appears to be their principal
dependence, and I was informed their beef is of a superior
quality : they have likewise good pork; hogs live very well ; the
timbered country all round the prairie is principally oak that
produces good mast for hogs. Corn is generally scarce; they
raise no wheat, for they have no mills. I was informed that
the lower end of the prairie that I did not see was much the
richest land, and the inhabitants lived better, and were more
wealthy ; they are a mixture of Freuch, Irish, and Americans,
generally poor and ignorant. Avoyall, at high water, is an
1sland, elevated 30 or 40 feet above high water mark ; the quan-
tity of timbered land exceeds that of the prairie, which is like-
wise pretty level, but scarcely a second gnality of soil. La Glass’
landing, as it is called, I found about a mile and a half from the
upper end of the prairie; but the high lands bluff to the river.
After leaving this place found the banks rise higher and higher
ou each side ; and fit for settlements; on the right side pine
woods sometimes in sight. I left the boat again about eight
miles from Le Glass’ landing, right side; walked two and a
half miles cross a point, toa Mr. Hoome’s; round the point is
called 16 miles. [ found the lands through which I passed
high, moderately hilly; the soil a good second quality, clay ;
timber, large oak, hickory, some short leaved pine; and several
small streams of clear running water. 'This description of lands
extended back 5 or 6 miles, and bounded by open pine woods,
which continue, for 30 miles, to Ocatahola. 1 found Mr.
Hoomes’ house on a high bluff very near the river; his planta-
tion the same description of land through which I had passed,
producing good corn, cotton and tobacco, and he told me he had
tried it in wheat, which succeeded well, but having no mills to
LEWIS AND CLABK.] "
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manufacture it, had only made the experiment. Mr. Hoomes
told me all the lands round his, for many miles, were vacant. On
the south side there is a large body of rich, low grounds, ex-
tending to the borders of Appalousa, watered and drained by
Bayau Robert and Bayau Beauf, two handsome streams of clear
water that rise in the high lands between Red river and Sabine,
and after meandering through this immense mass of low grounds
of 30 or 40 miles square, fall into the Chatfeli, to the south-
ward of Avoyall. [ believe, in point of soil, growth of tim-
ber, goodness of water, and conveniency to navigation, t'here
is not 2 more valuable body of land in this part of Louisiana,
From Mr. Hoomes’ to the mouth of Rapide Bayau 1s, by the
river, 35 miles. A few scattering settlements on the right side,
but none on the left; the right is preferred.to settle on, on ac-
count of their stocks being convenient to the high Jands; but the
settlers on the right side own the lands on the left side too;
the lands on the Bayau Rapide are the same quality as those on
Bayus Robert and Beauf, and, in fact, are a continuation of the
same body of lands. Bayau Rapide is somewhat in ;jthe form
of a half moon; the two points, or horns, meeting the river
about 20 miles from each other: the length of the bayau 1s
about 30 miles; on the back of it there is a large bayau falls m,
on which there 1s a saw mill, very advantageously situated, in
respect to a never failing supply of water; plenty of timber;
and the plank can be taken from the mill tail by water. This
bayau 15 excellent water; rises in the pine woods, and discharges
itself each way into the river, by both ends of Bayau Rapide.
Boats cannot pass through the bayau, from the river to the river
again, on account of rafts of timber choaking the upper end
of it, but can enter the lower end and ascend it more than half
through it.  On the lower end of the bayau, on each side, is
the principal Rapide settlement, as it is called. No country
whatever can exhibit handsomer plantations, or better lauds.
The Rapide is a fall, or shoal, occasioned by a soft rock in the
bed of the river, that extends from side to side, over which,
for about five months in the year (viz.) from July to December,
there is not sufficient water for boats to pass without lightening,
but at all other seasons it is the same as any other part of the
river. This rock, or hard clay, for it resembles the latter al-
most as much as the former, is so soft it may be cut away with
a pen knife, or any sharp instrument, and scarcely turn the edge,
and extends up and down the river but a few yards; and [ have
heard several intelligent persons give it as their opinion, that
the extraordinary expense and trouble the inhabitants were at, in
one year, In getting loaded boats over this shoal, wonld be more
than sufficient to cut a passage through it; but it happens at a
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season of the year when the able planters are occupied at home,
and would make no use of the river were there no obstructions
in it; but at any rate, the navigation of the river is clear a longer
proportion of the year than the rivers in the northern countries
are clear of ice. But this obstruction s certainly removable,
at a very trifling expense, in comparison to the importance of
having 1t done ; and nothing but the nature of the government
we have lately emenged from, can be assigned as a reason for
1ts not having been effected long ago.

After passing the Rapides there are very few settlements to be

seen, on the main river, for about 20 miles, though both sides
appeared to me capable of making as valuable settlements as any
on the river; we arrive then at the Indian villages, on both
sides, situate exceedm«rly pleasant, and on the best lands; after
passing which you arrive at a large, beautiful plantation of Mr.
Gillard; the house is on a point of a high pine woods bluff,
close to the river, G0 or 70 feet above the common sur-
face of the country, overlookiug, on the east, or opposite
side, very extensive fields of low grounds, in high cultivation,
and a long reach of the river, up and down; and there is an
excellent spring of water issues from the bluff, on which the
house is situated, from an aperture in the rock that seems to
have been cloven on purpose for it to flow ; and a small distance,
back of the house, there is a lake of clear water, abounding
with fish im summer and fowl in winter. I have seen in all my
life, very few more beautiful or advantageously situated places.
. Six miles above Gillard’s you arrive at the small village of
Boluxa Indians, where the river is divided into two channels,
forming an island of about fifty miles in length, and three or
four in breadth. The right hand division is called the Rigula de
Bondien, on which are no settlements; but, I am informed, will
admit of being well settled; the left hand division is the boat
channel, at present, to Natchitoches: the other is likewise boat-
able. Ascending the left hand branch for about 24 miles, we
pass a thick settlement and a number of wealthy inhabitants,
This is called the River Cane settlement; called so, I believe,
from the banks some years ago, being a remarkable thick cane-
brake.

After passing this settlement of about forty families, the river-
divides again, forming another island of about thirty miles in
length, and from two to four in breadth, called the Isle Brevel,
after a reputable old man now living in it, who first settled it.
This island 18 sub-divided by a bayau that communicates from
oue river to the other, called also Bayau Brevel. The middle
division of the river, is called Little river, and it is thickly set-
tled, and is the boat chanuel: the westward division of the river

HQ
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is called False river, is navigable, hut not settled; the banks are
too low; it passes through a lake called Lac Occassa. When
you arrive at Natchitoches, you find it a small, irregular; and
meanly built village, half a dozen houses excepted, on the west

- side of that division of the river it is on, the high pine and oak
woods approach within two or three hundred yards of the river.
In the village are about forty families, twelve or fifteen mer-
chants or traders, nearly all French. The fort built by our
troops since their arrival, called fort Claiborne, is situated ou a
small hill, one street from the river, and about thirty feet higher
than the river banks. All the hill is occupied by the fort and
barracks, and does not exceed two acres of ground. 'The
southern and eastern prospects from it are very beautiful. One
has an extensive view of the fields and habitations down the river,
and the other a similar view over the river, arid of the whole
village. This town thirty or forty years ago, was much larger
than at present, and situated on a hill about half a mile from its
present site. "Then most of the families of the district lived in
the town, but finding it convenient on account of the stocks and
farms, they filed off, one after another, and settled up and down
the river., The merchants and trading people found being on
the bank of the river more convenient for loading and unloading
their boats, left the hill on that account: and others, finding the
river ground much superior for gardens, to which they are in the
habit of paying great attention, followed the merchants; after
them the priests and commandant ; then the church and jail (or
calleboose), and now nothing of the old town is left, but the
form of their gardens and some ornamental trees. It is now a
very extensive common of several hundred acres, entirely tufted
with clover and covered with sheep and cattle. The hill is a
stiff clay, and used to make miry streets ; the river soil, though
much richer;, 1s of a loose, sandy, texture; the streets are nei-
ther miry nor very dusty. Our wells do not afferd us good wa-
ter, and the river water, in summer, is too brackish to drink,
and never clear. Our springs are about half a mile back.from
the river, but the inhabitants, many of them, have large cisterns,
and use, principally, rain water, which is preferred to the spring
water. 'The planters along on the river generally use rain water;
though when the river is high, and the water taken up and set-
tled in large earthen jars, (which the Indian women make of
good quality and at a woderate price), it can be drank tolerably
well, but it makes bad tea.

Near Natchitoches there are two large lakes, one within a
mile, the other six miles to the nearest parts. One of them is
fifty or sixty miles in circumference, the other upwards ‘of
thirty: these lakes iise and fall with the river. When the river,
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is rising the bayaus that connect with the lakes, run into the lakes
like a mill-tale, till the lakes are filled ; and when the river is
falling, it is the same the contrary way, just like the tide, but only
annual.  On these creeks good mills might be erected, but the
present inhabitants know nothing of mills by water, yet have excel-
lent cotton gins worked by horses. I do not know a single me-
chanic in the district, who is a native of it, one tailor excepted.
Every thing of the kind is done by strangers, and mostly Ame-
ricans. Though Natchitoches has been settled almost one hun-
dred years, it is not more thau twelve or fifteen years since they
ever had a plow, or a flat to cross the river with; both which
were introduced by an lvish Pennsylvanian, under a similar op-
position to the Copernican system. “Tis almost incredible the
quantity of fish and fowl these lakes supply. Itis not uncom-
mon in winter for a single man to kiil from two to four hundred
fowl in one evemng ; they fly between sundown and dark; the
air is filled with them ; they load and fire as fast as they can,
without taking any particular aim, continuing at the same stand -
till they think they have killed enough, and then pick up what
they have killed ; they consist of several kinds of duck, geese,
brant, and swan. In summer, the quantities of fish are nearly
in proportion. One Indian will, with a bow and arrow, some-
times kill them faster than another, with two horses, can bring
them mn; they weigh, some of them, thirty or forty pounds.
The lakes likewise afford pleuty of shells for lime; and at low

water, the greater of them is a most luxuriant meadow, where
the 1habitaunts fatten their horses.  All round these lakes above
high water mark, there is a border of rich land, generally wide
enough for a field. On the bank of one of them, there is plen-
ty of stone coal, and several quarries of tolerable good building
stone ; at high water boats can go out of the river mto them.
Similar lakes are found all along Red river, for five or six hun-
dred miles, which, besides the uses already mentioned, nature
seems to have provided as reservoirs for the immense quantity
of water beyond what the banks of the river will contain ; other-
wise no part of them could be inhabited : the low grounds, from
hill to hill, would be mnundated. About twelve miles north of
Natchitoches, on the north-east side of the river, there is a
large lake calicd Lae Noiz; the bayau of it communicates to
the Rigula de Bondieu, opposite Natchitoch, which 1s boata-
ble the greater part of the year. Near this lake are the salt works,
from which all the salt that i1s used in the district, 1s made ; and
which is made with so much ease, that two old men, both of
them cripples, with ten or twelve old pots and kettles, have,
for several years past, made an abundant supply of salt for the
whole district : they inform me they make six bushels per day.
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I have not been at the place, but have a bottle of the water
brought to me, which I found nearly saturated. The salt is
good. I never had better bacon than I make with it. 1 am in-
formed, there are twelve saline springs now open; and by dig-
ging for them, for aught any one knows, twelve hundred might
be opeued. A few months ago, captain ‘Burnet, of the Mis-
sissippi territory, coming to this place by Washita, came by the
salt works, and purchased the right of one of the old men he
found there, and has lately sent up a boat, with some large kettles
and some negroes, under the direction of his son; and expects,
when they get all in order, tobe able to make thirty or forty
bushels a day. Captain Burnet is of opinion, that he shall be
able to supply the Mississippi territory, and the settlements on
Mississippi, from point Coupee, upwards, lower than they can
get it s New Orleans and bring 1t up. Cathartic salts, and
magnesia, might likewise be made in large quantities, if they
understood it. The country all round the Sabine and Black
lake is vacant, and from thence to Washita, a distance of about
one hundred and twenty miles, which 1 am informed affords
considerable quantities of well timbered good uplands, and well
watered. 'T'here 1s a small stream we cross on the Washita road;
the English call it Little river, the French Dogdimona, af-
fording a wide rich bottom: this stream falls into the Acata-
hola lake; from thence to Washita, it i1s called Acatahola ri-
ver; its course 1s eastwardly, and falls into Washita, near the
moutk of Tensaw, where the road from Natchitoches to Nat-
chez, crosses it: from the confluence .of these three rivers,
downwards, it is called Black river, which falls into Red river,
sixty miles below. There is a good salt spring near the Acata-
hola lake. c : :

- Ascending Red river, above Natchitoches, in about three
miles arrive at the upper mouth of the Rigula de Boudieu:
there are settlements all along; plantations adjoining. From the
upper mouth of the Rigula de Bondieu, the river 1s one chan-
nel throngh the settlement called Grand Ecore, of about six miles;
it is called Grand Ecore, (or in English the Great Bluff) being
such a one on the "left hand side, near one hundred feet high.
The face next the river, almost perpendicular, of a soft, white
rock; the top, a gravel loam, of cousiderable extent, on which
grow large oaks, hickory, black cherry, and grape vines. At
the bottom of one of these bluffs, for there are two near each
other, is alarge quantity of stone-coal, and near them several
springs of the best water in this part of the country; and a lake
of clear water within two hundred yards, bounded by a gravelly
margin. 1 pretend to have no knowledge of military tactics,
but think, from the river in this place being all in oue channel,

1
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the goodness of the water, a high, healthy country, and well
timbered all round it, no height near it so high, its command-
ing the river, and a very public ferry just under it, and at'a
small expense, would be capable of great defence with a small
force. The road from it to the westward, better than from
Natchitoch, and by land only about five miles above it, and
near it plenty of good building stone. These advantages it pos-
sesses beyond any other place within my knowledge on the river,
for a strong fort, and safe place of deposit. Just about this
bluff, the river makes a large bend to the right,and a long reach
nearly due east and west by itz the bluff overlooks, on the op-
posite side, several handsome plantations. I have been induced,
from the advantages this place. appeared to me to possess, to
purchase it, with four or five small settlements adjoining, in-
cluding both bluffs, the ferry, springs and lake, the stone quar-
ries, and coal; and a field of about five hundred acres of the
best low grounds, on the opposite side. After leaving Grand
Ecore, about a mile, on the left side comes in a large bayau,
from the Spanish lake, as it is called, boeatable the greater part
of the year. 'This lake is said to be about fifty miles in circum-
ference, and rises and falls with the river, into which, from the
river, the largest boats may ascend, and from it, up the mouths
of several large bayaus that fall nto 1t, for some distance, one
1 particular called bayau Dupong, up which boats may ascend
within one and a half mile of old fort Adaize. Leaving this
bayau about two miles, arrive at a fort or diviston of the river;
the left hand brauch bears weswardly for sixty or eighty miles;
then eastwardly, meeting the branch it left, after forming an
island of about one hundred miles long, and, in some places,
nearly thirty miles wide. Six or seven years ago, boats used to
pass this way into the main river again; its communication with
which being above the great raft or obstruction; but it is now
choaked, and requires a portage of three miles; but at any season,
boats can go from Natchitoches, about eighty miles, to the
place called the point, where the Irench had a factory, and a
small station of soldiers to guard the Indian trade, and is now
undoubtedly a very eligible situation for a similar establishment.
The country bounded to the east and north, by this branch or
division of the river, is called the bayau Pierre settlement, which
was begun, and some of the lands granted before Louisiana was
ceded to Spain by France, and continued under the jurisdiction
of the commandant of Natchitoches until about twenty years
ago, when, by an agreement between a Mr. Vogone, then com-
mandant of this place, and a Mr. Elibarbe, commandant at
Natchitoches, the settlement called Bayau Pierre, was placed
under the jurisdiction of the latter, and has so continued ever
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since. The settlement, [ believe, contains about forty families,
and generally they have large stocks of cattle: they supply us
with our cheese entirely, and of a tolerable quality, and we get
from them some excellent bacon hams. The country 1s mter-
spersed with prairies, resembling, as to richness, the river bot-
toms, and, in size, from five to five thousand acres. The hills
are a good grey soil, and produce very well, and afford beau-
tiful situations. 'The creek called Bayau Pierre, (stony creek)
passes through the settlement, and affords a number of good
mill seats, and its bed and banks lined with a good kind of build-
ing stone, but no mills are erected on it. Some of the inha-
bitants have tried the uplands in wheat, which succeeded well.
They are high, gently rolling, and rich enough; produce good
corn, cotton, and tobacco. | was through the settlement in
July last, and found good water, either from a spring or well,
at every house. The inhabitants are all French, one family ex-
cepted. A few miles to the westward, towards Sabine, there
is a Saline where the inhabitants go and make their salt. On
the whole, for health, good water, gocd living, plenty of food
for every kind .of animal, general conveniency, and haundsome
surface, I have seen few parts of the world more inviting to
settlers. ' .
Returning back again to the fork of the main river we left,
for the purpose of exploring the Bayau Pierre branch, we find
irregular settlements, including Campti, where a few families
are settled together on a hill near the river, north east side. For
about 20 miles the river land is much the same_every where,
but the Campti settlement is more broken with bayaus and la-
goons than any place I am acquainted with on the river, and’
for want of about a dozen bridges is inconvenient to get to,
or travel through. The upper end of this settlement 1s the last
on the main branch of Red river, which, straight by land, does
not exceed 25 miles above Natchitoches. At the upper house
the great raft or jam of timber begius; this raft choaks the
main channel for upwards of 100 miles, by the course of the
river; not one entire jam from the beginning to the end of it,
but ouly at the points, with places of. several leacues that are
clear. The riveris very crooked, and the low grounds are wide-
and rich, and [ am informed, no part of Red river will afford
better plantations than along its banks by this raft, which is re-
presented as being so important as to render the country above
1t of little value for settlements; this opinion is founded en-
tirely upon incorrect information. 'The first or lowest part of
the raft is at-a bend or point in the river, just below the upper
plantation, at which, on the right side, a large bayau, or divi-
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sion of the river, called Bayau Chauno, comes in, which is free
of any obstructions, and the greater part of the year boats of
any size may ascend it, iuto lake Bistino, through which, to its
communication with the lake, is only about three miles; the lake
1s about 60 miles long, and lays nearly parallel with the river,
from the upper end of which it communicates again with the
river, by a bayau called Daichet, about forty miles above the
upper end of the raft; from the lake to the river, through Bayau
Daichet, is called nine miles; there is always in this bayau suf-
ficient water for any boat to pass; from thence upwards Red
river is free of all obstructions to the mountains. By lake Bis-
tino, and these two bayaus, an island is formed, alout 70 miles
long, and three or four wide, capable of affording settlements infe-
rior to none on the river. -From the above account you will
perceive, that the only difficulty in opening a boat passage by
this raft, through the lake, which is much shorter than by the
course of the river, and avoid the current, and mdeed, was the
river unebstructed, would always be preferred, is this small jam
of timber at the point, just below the bayau Channo, as it is
called. o :
After the receipt of your letter I had an opportunity of seeing
some of the inhabitants who live near this place, who informed
me, that that small raft was easily broken, and that they bad
lately been talking of doing it. I persuaded them to mnake the
astempt, and they accordingly sppointed the Friday following,
and all the neighbours were to be invited to attend and assist.
They met accordingly, and effected a passage next to one bank
of the river, so tha: boats could pass, but did not entirely break
it; they intend to take another speil at it, when the water falls
a little, and speak confidently of succeeding. :
The country about the head of lake Bistino, is highly spoken
of, as well the high lands, as the river bottom. There are
falling into the river and lake in the vicinity, some handsome.
streams of clear wholesome ‘water from towards Washita, one
in particular called bayau Badkah by the Indians, which is boat-
able at some seasons’; this bayau passes through a long, narrow,
and rich prairie, on which my mformant says, 500 families
might be desirably settled ; and from thence up to where the
Caddos lately lived, the river banks are high, botioms wide and
rich as any other part of the river. From thence it 1s much the
same to the mouth of the Little river of the left; this river is
generally from 50 to an 100 yards wide; heads m the great
prairies, south of Red river, and mterlocks with the head branches
of the Sabine and Trinity rivers; and in tinics of high water ig
boatable 40 or 50 leagues, affording a large body of excellent,
well timbered and rich land, the low grounds from 3 to G miles
LEWIS AND CLARKE.] I
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wide; but the quality of the water, though clear, is very inferior
to that of the streams that fall into Red river on the npyth side.
The general course of the Red river from this upwards is nearly
from west to east, till we arrive atthe Panis towns, when it
turns north westwardly. After leaving the month of the Litle
river of the left, both banks are covered with strong thick cane
for about 20 miles; the low grounds very wide, rich and do not
overflow; the river widening n proportion as the banks are less
liable to overflow; you arrive at a handsome, rich prairie, 25
‘miles long on the right side, and 4 or 5 miles wide ; bounded
by handsome oak and hickory woods, mixed with some short
leaved pine, interpersed with pleasant streams and fountains of
water. The opposite, or left side is a continuation of thick
canc; the river or low lands 10 or 12 miles wide. After leav-
ing the prairie, the cane continues for about 40 miles; you
then arrive at another prairie, called Little prairie, left side,
about 5 miles in length, and from 2 to in 8 breadth ; opposite
_ side countinues cane as before ; low lands wide, well timbered,
very rich, and overflow but little; the river still widenmg.
Back of the low grounds, is a well timbered, rich upland coun-
~try; gently rolling and well watered ; from the Little prairie,
both banks cane for 10 or 12 miles, when the oak and pine
woods come bluff to the river for about 5 miles ; left hand
side, cane as before; then the same on both sides, for from 10
to 20 miles wide, for about 15 miles, when the cedar begins on
both sides, and is the principal growth on the wide, rich river
bottom for 40 miles; in all the world there is scarcely to be
“found a more beautiful growth of cedar timber; they, like the
cedars of Libanus, are large, lofty and straight. ‘
You now arrive at the mouth of the Little river of the right;
this river is about 150 yards wide ; the water clear as crystal;
the bottom of the river stony, and is hoatable, at high water,
up to the great prairies near 200 miles by the course of the ri-
ver; the low grounds generallyfrom 10 to 15 miles wide, abound-
mg with the most luxuriant growth of rich timber, but subject
to partial indundation at particular rainy seasons.  After leaving
this river, both banks of Red river are cane as before, for about
20 miles, when you come to the round prairie, right side,
about 5 miles in circumference. - At this place Red river is for:
dable at low water; a hard stony hottom, and is the first place
from its mouth where it can be forded. This round prairie is
high and pleasant; surrounded by handsome oak and bickory.
uplands ; left side cane as before, aud then the same both sides
for 20 mnles, to the long prairie, left side, 40 miles long ; op-
posite. side cane as before; near the middle of this prairie,
there s a lake of about 5 miles in circumference, in an oval
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form, neither tree nor shrub near it, nor stream of water run=
ning either n or out of it ; itis very deep, and the water so lim=
pid -that a fish may be seen 15 feet from the surface. By the
side of this lake the Caddoquies have lived from time im-
memorial. About one mile from the lake is the hill on which,
they say, the Great Spirit placed one Caddo family, who were
saved when, By a general deluge, all the world were drowned ;
from which family all the Indians have originated. For this
little natural eminence all the Indian tribes, as well as the
Caddoquies, for a great distance, pay a devout and sacred ho-
mage. Here the French, for many years before Louisiana was
ceded to Spain, had erected a small fort ; kept some soldiers to
guard a factory they had here established for the [ndian trade,
and several French families were settled in the vicinity, built a
flour mill, and cultivated wheat successfully for several years ;
and 1t 1s only a few years ago that the mill irons and mill stones
were brought down ; it is about 25 years since those French fa-
milies moved down, and 14 years since the Caddoquies left 1t.
Here is another fording place when the river is low. On the
opposite side a point of hloh oak, hickory, and pine land comes
bluff to the nver for about a mile ; after which, thick cane to
the upper end of the prairie ; then the same on both sides for
about 12 miles; then prairie on the left side for 20 miles, op-
posite side canc; then the same for 30 miles, then an oak high
bluff three miles, cane again for about the same distance, on
both sides; then for about one league, left side, 1is a beautiful
grove of pacans, intermixed with no other growth ; after which,
cane hoth sides for 40 miles; then plalrle, left side, for 20
miles, and from one to two miles only in depth; about the mid-
dle of which comes in a bayau of - clear running water, about
50 feet wide ; then cane again both sides of the river for about
40 miles; then, on the rlght side, a point of high pine woods
bluff to the river for about half a mile, cane again 15 or 16
miles ; then a bluff of large white rocks for about half a mile,
near 100 feét high, cane again about 45 miles, to a prairie on
the right side, of about 50 miles long, and .12 or 15 miles
wide ; thereis a thin skirt of wood along the bank of the ri-
ver, that when the leaves are on the trees, the prairie 1s, from
the "river, scarcely to be seen. From the upper end of this-
prame it is thick. cane agam for about six mlles, when we ar-
rive to the mouth of Bayau Galle, which is on the right side,
about thirty yards wide, a beautiful, clear, running stream of
wholesome well tasted water.; after passing which it is thick
cane agam for 25 miles, when we arrive at a river that falls in
on the HOht side, which is called by the Indians meztclzae, and

by the French La Riviere la Mine, or Mine river, which is
12
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about 150 yards wide, the water clear and good, and 1 boat-
ahle about 60 miles to the silver miue, which is on the bank of
the river, and the ore appears in large quuntities, but the rich-
ness of it is not known. The Indians inform of thewr discovera
ing another, about a year ago, on a creek that empties into the
Kiomitchie, ahout three miles from its mouth, the ore of which
they say resembles the other. The bottom land of this river is
not wide, but rich; the adjoining high lands are rich, well tim-
bered, well watered and situated. About the mine the current
of the river is too strong for beats to ascend it, the country
being hilly. After passing the Kiomitchie, both bauks of the
viver are covered with thick cane for 25 miles, then, ‘left side,
a high pine bluff appears again to the river for about half a
mile, after which nothing but cane again on each side for about
40 miles, which brings vou to the mouth of a handsome bayau,
left side, called by the Indians Nahaucha, which, in English,
means the Kick; the French call it Bois &’ 4drc, or Bow-wood
creek, from the large quantity of that wood that grows upon it.
On this bayau trappers have been more successful in catching bea-
ver than on any other water of Redriver; it communicates with a
lake, three or four miles from its mouth, called Swan lake,
from the great number of swan that frequent it; it is helieved
that this bayau is boatable at high water, for 20 or 30 leagues,
from what I bave been informed by some hunters with whom }
have conversed, who have been upon it. The low grounds are
from three to six miles wide, very rich, the principal growth on
it is the bois d’arc. 'The great prairies approach pretty near the
low grounds on each side of this creek; leaving which it is
cane both sides for about eight miles, when we arrive at the
mouth of the Vazzures, or ‘Boggy river, which 1s about 200
yards wide, soft miry bottom, the water whitish, but well tasted.
Attempts have been made to ascend it in perogues, but it was
found to be obstructed by a raft of logs, about 20 miles up it,
The current was found to be gentle, and depth of water suffi-
cient; was the channel not obstructed might be ascended far
up it. The low grounds on this river are not as wide as on
most of the rivers that fall into Red river, but very rich; the
high lands are a strong clay soil; the principal growth oak,
-After leaving this river the banks of Red river are alternately
cane and prairie; the timber is very small and scattered along -
only in places; it is only now to be seen along the water courses.
From the' Boggy river to the Blue river 1s about 50 miles,
which comes in on the right side. The water of this river is
called blue, from its extreme trausparency ; it is said to be well
tasted, and admired, for its quality,  to drink. “The bed of
this river is lined geuerally with black and greyish flint stones ;
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it 1s about 50 yards wide, and represented as a beautiful stream 3
perogues ascend it about 60 or 70 miles. The low grounds of
Blue river are a good width for plantations, very rich; the
growth pacan, and every species of the walnut. The whole
country here, _except on the mar gin of the water courses, 15 one
immense prairie. After passing this river copses of wood only
are to be seen here and there along the river bank for 25 miles,
to a small turgid river, called by ‘the Indians Bahachaha, and
by the Trench Fauzoachita, or False oachito ; some call it the
Missouri branch of Red river ; it emits a considerable quantity
of water ; runs from north to south,-and falls into Red river
nearly at right angles, and heads near the head of the Arkensa,
and 1s so brackish it cannot be drank. On this river, and on
a branch of the Arkensa, not far from it, the Indians find the
salt rock ; pieces of it have often been blouoht to Natchitoches
by bunter s, who procured it from the Indians  From the
mouth of this river, through the prairie, to the main branch of
the Arkensa, i1s three days journey; perhaps 60 or 70 miles in
a straight line. From this to the Panis, or 'Towrache towns, by
land, 1s about 30 miles, and by wa fer, double that distance ;
the river is nearly a mile wide. The country on each side, for
many hundreds of miles, is all prairie, except a skirt of wood
along the river bank, and on the smaller streams ; what trees
there are, are small ; the grass is green summer and winter,
In between 83 and 34 degices of north latitude, the soil 1s very
rich, producing, luxuriously, every thing that is planted in 1tz
the river, from this upwards, for 150 miles, continues at least
a mile wide, and may be ascended m perogues.

Mr. Grappe, to whom I am indebted for the foregoing ac-
curate description of Red river, informed me, that his pemonal
knowledge of it did not extend but little above the Panis towns 3
but Mr. Brevel, of the Isle Brevel, who was born at the Caddo
old towns, where he was, had been farther up it, and that what-
ever accouitt he gave me might be relied on.

I therefore sought an opportumty, a few days after, to obtain
from Mr. Brevel the following narrative, which I wrote down

‘from his own mouth, as he related it:

¢ About 40 years ago, I set off, on foot, from the Panis na-
tion (who then lived about 50 leaoues above where they now
live), in company with a party of young Indian men, with
whom 1 had been partly raised, on a hunting voyage, and to
procure horses.  We kept up on the south side of Red river, as
near it as we could conveniently cross the small streams  that fall
in, sometimes at some distance, and at others very near 1t, and
in sight of it. We found the country all prairie, eXéept small
copses of wood, cedar, cotton wood, or musketo, amoungst

5
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which a stick six inches in diameter could not be found; the
surface becoming more and more light, sandyand hilly, with
ledges of clifts of a greyish sandy rock, but every where covered
with herbage, We found many small streams falling into the
siver, but none of any considerable size, or that discharged much
water in dry seasons, but many deep gullies formed by the rain
water. After travelling for several days over a country of this
description, the country became more broken, the hills rising
into mountains, amongst which we saw a great deal of rock salt,
and an ore the Indians said was my (meaning the white people’s)
treasure, which I afterwards learned was silver. Aud that
amongst these mountains of mines, we often heard a noise like
the explosion of a cannon, or distant thunder, which the In-
dians said was the spirit of the white -people working in their
treasure, which, I afterwards was informed, was the blowing of
the mines, as it is called, which is common in all parts of
Spanish America where mines exist. The main branch of the
river becoming smailer, till it divided into almost innumerable
streams that 1ssued out of the vallies amongst these mountains ;
the soil very light and sandy, of areddish grey colour. We tra-
velled on from the top of one mountain to the top of another,
in hopes the one we were ascending was always the last, till the
small streams we met with ran the contrary way, towards the
setting sun, and the lands declining that way. We continued on
till the streams enlarged into a river of considerablesize, and the
country became level, well timbered, the soil a rich black
loam ; the waters were all clear and well tasted. Here we found
a great many different tribes of the Hietan, Appaches, and Con-
cee Indiuns; we likewise fell in with them frequently from the
time we had been a few days out from the Panis towns, and
were always treated kindly by them. I believe the distance from
the Panis old towns to where we saw the last of Red river
' water, is at least one hundred leagues; and in crossing over the
ridge, we saw no animals that were not common in all the coun-
try of Louisiana, except the spotted tyger, and a few white
bears.  After spending some days on the Western waters, we set’
off for the settlements of St. a Ié, steering nearly a south-east
course, and in a few days were out of the imbered country into
prairie ; the country became broken and hilly ; the waters all
running westwardly ; the country clothed with a luxuriant herb-
age, and frequently passing mines of silver ore. We arrived, at
length, ata small meanly-built town in the St. a Fé settlement,
containing about one hundred houses, round which were some
small cultivated fields, fenced round with small cedar and mus-
keto brush, wattled in stakes. This little town was -on a small
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stream of water that ran westwardly, and in adry season scarcely
run at all ; and that the inhabitants were obliged to water their
cattle from'wells. And I understood that the bayau upon which
this town is situated, was no part of Rio Grandi, but fell- into
the western ocean ; but of that I might bave been mistaken. I
understood that similar small towns, or missions, were within
certain distances of each other for a great extent southwardly, to-
wards Mexico; and that the inbabitants were mostly christian-
ised Indians and Matiffs. That the mines in that settlement af-
forded very rich ore, which was taken away in large quantities,
packed on mules, and bad the same appearance of what we
met with about the head branches of Red river. After furnish-
ing ourselves with lorses at this place, we set off again for the
Panis towns, frem whence we started, steering at first south-
wardly, n order to avoid a high mountainous country that is dif-
ficult to cross, that lies between St. a I'é and Red river.  After
travelling some distance south, we turned our course north-east-
wardly, and arrived at the Panis towns in eighteen days’ from the
day we left St. a Fé settlements, and three months and tweunty
days from the time we started.”

He is of the opinion, that from the Panis towns to St. a Fé,
in a right line, is nearly three hundred miles, and all the country
prairie, a few scattering cedar knobs excepted. After he had
finished his narrative, 1 asked him how far Red river was boat-
able. He said, not much above the Panis old towns ; not that
he knew of any particular falls or obstructions, but that the head
branches of the river came from steep mountains, on which the
rain often poured down in torrents, and runs into the river with
such velocity, sweeping along with it large quantities of loose
earth, of which these hills and mountains are composed : that it
rolls like a swell in the sea, and would either sink or carry along
with it any boat that it might meet in the siver. But, ke ob-
scrved at the same time, that his opinion was founded on no ex-
periment that he had ever known made. 1 asked him if the In-
dians had no perogues high up in the river. He told me, that
the Indians there knew nothing of the use of them ; for, stead of
there being for hundreds of miles a tree large enough for a canoe,
one could scarcely be found large enough to make a towl trough 1
asked him what animals were found in the Great prairies. He
told me, that from Blue river, upwards, on both sides of Red
river, there were innumerable quantities of wild horses, butfa-
loe, bears, wolves, elk,deer, foxes,saiigliers or wild hogs, antelope,
white hares, rabbits, &c. and on the mountains the spottedtyger,
pauther, and wild cat.  He farther told me, that about twenty-
three years ago, he was employed by the governor of St. An-
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toine, to go from that place into some of the Indian nations
that lived towards St. a Fé, who were at war with the Spa-
niards, to try to make a peace with then, and bring in some of
the chiefs to St. Antoine. He set :.f from that place with a
party of soldiers, and was to have gone to St. a Fé.; they passed
on a north-westwardly course for about two hundred miles, but
after getting into the Great Prairie, being a dry season, they
were forced to turn back for want of water for themselves and
horses, and that he does not know how near he went to St. a F¢,
but believes he might have been half way.

The accounts given by Mr. Brevel, Mr. Grappe, and all
other hunters with whomm [ have conversed, of the immense
droves of animals that, at the beginning of winter, descend
from thé mountains down southwardly, into the timbered coun-
try, is almost incredible. They say the buffaloe and bear
particularly are in droves of many thousands together, that
blacken the whole surface of tlie earth, and continue passing,
without termission, for weeks together, so that the whole
surface of the country is, for many miles in breadth, trodden
like a large road.

I am, sir, &c. &e.

(Signed) JOHN SIBLEY,
Natchitoches, 10tk April, 1805.
e —
Distances up Red river by the course of the river.
_ MirEs,
From the mouth of Red river to Black river . 31
to Baker’s landing, lower end avoyal . 51
La Glee’sditto, upper endavoyal . . 15
Rice,s . . ’ . . . [ 6
Hoomes ., . . . . 18
Nicholas Grubb’s . . .21
mouth of bayau Rapide . . 15
- — 17
Indian villages . . L. 22
Mount Pleasant, Gillard’s plac . 7
mouth of Rigula de Bondieu . . 6
Mounete’s plantation . . . 10
mouth of Little river . . . 24
bayau Brevell . . ) 20
Natchitoches . . . 2
— 109

266
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Continued. MILEs. 266
Grand Ecore . . . 10
Compti . . . 20
bayan Channo . . 15
lake Bistino, through bayau Channo . 3
through lake Bistino to the upper end of
Channo “ 60
through bayau Daichet to the river agaii .9
late Caddo villages where they lived 5 years ago 80 o7
— 1
Little river of the left - . 80
long prairie, right side . ? 25
upper end of ditto . . . 25
little prairie, left side . . . 40
upper end  ditto . . . 3
— 175
pine Bluff, right side -« . .o 12
upper end  ditto . . . 5
ccdars 15
upper end ditto and mouth of Little river of
the right . . ; . 40
— 72
round prairie, right side (first fording place) . 20
lower end of long prairie, left side . 25
upperend  ditto . ) . 40
next prairie, same side . . .12
upper end of the same . . 20
3 mile oak 2nd pine Bluff . .- 30
Pacan grove . . . . 9
upper end of the same . . . 0
prairie next above the Pacans . . 40
upper end of the same . . 25
pme Bluff, right side . . . 43
white oak Bluff . . L 15
next prairie, right side . . 45
upper end  ditto . . . 30
bayau Galle, right side . . 6
mouth of Kiomitchie, ormine river =~ . 25
— 231
pine Bluff, left side . . 25
bayau Kick, or Bois d’arc creek . 40
the Vazzures, or Boggy river, right side . 8
Blue river, right side . 50
Faux Oacheto or Missouri branch . 25
—— 148
1,251

VEWIS AND CLARKE.] K
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Continued. MILES. 1,251
Panis or Towiache towns ?0
Panis or.ditto old towns 150

head branch of Red river, or dividing ridge ~ 300—520
To which may be added for so much the distance
being shortened by going through  lake Bistino,.
than the course of the river 60
1,831
Computed length of Red river from where it falls
into the Wississippi, to which add the distance
from the mouth of Red river to the ocean, by
either the Mississippi, or the Cheffeli, which-was

once probably the mouth of Red river 320

Total length of Red river Miles. 2,151
OBSERVATIONS

Made in a voyage commencing - at. St. Catharine's landing, on

the east bank of the Missssippt, proceeding downwards to
the mouth of Red river, and from thence ascending that
river, the Black river, and the Washita river, as high as
the hot springs in the proximity of the last-meutioned river,
extracted from the journals of William Dunbar, Esquire,
and Doctor Hunter.

Mr. DUNBAR, Doctor Hunter, and the party employed by
the United States to make, a survey of, and explore the country
traversed by the Washita river, left St. Catharmme’s landing, on
the Mississippi, in latitude 31° 26" 30” N. and longitude Gh 5’
56" W. from the meridian of Greenwich, on Tuesday the 16th
of October, 1804. A little distance below St, Catharine’s creek,
and five leagues from Natches, they passed the White Cliffs,
composed chiefly of sand, surmounted by pine, and from one
hundred to two hundred feet high. When the waters of the
Mississippi are low, the base of the cliff is uncovered, which
consists of differetj coloured clays, and some beds of ochre, over
which there lies, In some places, a thin lamina of iron ore.
Small springs possessing a petrifying quality flow over the clay
and ochre, and numerous logs and pleces of timber, couverted
into stone, are strewed about the beach. Fine pure argil,' of va-
rious colours, chiefly white and red, is found here. \

-On the'17th they arrived at the mouth of Red river, the con-
fluence of which with the Mississippi, agreeably to the observa-
tious of Mr. de Ferrer, lies in latitude 31° 1’ 157, and longitude
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6h 7' 11” west of Greenwich. Red river is here about five hun-
dred yards wide, and without any sensible current. The banks
of the river are clothed with willow; the land low and subject
to inundation, to the height of thirty feet or more above the level
of the water at this time. The mouth of the Red river is. ac-
counted to be seventy-five leagues from New Orleans, and three
miles higher up than the Chafalaya, or Opelousa river, which
was probably a continuation ofthe Red river when its waters
did not unite with those of the Mississippi but during the in-
undation.

On the 18th the survey of the Red river was commenced, and
on ihe evening of the 19th the party arrived at the mouth of the
Black river, in latitude 31° 15’ 48” N. and about 26 miles from
the Mississippt.  The Red river derives its name from the rich
fat earth, or marle, of that colour, borne down by the floods ;
the last of which appeared to have deposited on the high bank a
stratum of upwards of half an inch in thickness. The vegetation .
on its banks 1s surpristngly luxuriant ; no doubt owing to the de-
position of marle during its annual floods. "The willows grow to
a good size ; but other forest trees are much smaller than those
seen on the banks of the Mississippi. As you advance up the
river, it gradually narrows ; i latitude 31° 08’ N. it is about
two hundred yards wide, which width is continued to the mouth
of Black river, where each of them appears one huundred and
fifty yards across. 'The banks of the river are covered with pea
vine and several sorts of grass, bearing seed, which geese and
ducks eat very greedily; and there are geunerally seen willows
growing on one side, and on the other a small growth of black
oak, packawn, hickory, elm, &c. The current in the Red
river is so moderate as scarcely to afford an impediment to its
ascent.

On sounding the Black river a little above its mouth, there
was found twenty feet of water, with a bottom of black sand.
"T'he water of Black river is rather clearer thau that of the Ohio,
and of a warm temperatyre, which it may receive from the
water -flowing nto it from the valley of the Mississippi, parti-
cularly by the Catahoola. At noon on the 23d, by a good
meridian observation, they ascertained their latitude to he 30°
36" 2" N. and were then a little below the mouths of Cata-
hoola, Washita and Bayau Tenza, the united waters of which
form the Black river. ‘T'he current is very gentle the whole
Jength of the Black river, which inmany places dees not ex-
ceed eighty yards in width. The banks on the lower part of
the river preseut a great luxuriance of ~egetation and rank grass,
with red aud black oak, ash, paccawn, hickory, aud some

K<
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elms*. The soil is black marle, mixed with a moderate pro~
portion of sand, resembling much the soil on the Mississippi
banks ; yet the forest trees are not lofty, like those on the mar-
gin of the Great river, but resembling the growth on the Red
river. In latitude 31° 22 46” N. they observed that canes
grew on several parts of the right bank, a proof that the land
1s mnot deeply overflowed ; perhaps from one to three feet : the
banks have the appearance of stability; very little willow, or
other productions of a newly formed soil being seen on either
side. On advancing up’ the river, the timber becomes larger,
in some places rising to the height of forty feet; yet the land
is liable to be inundated, not from the waters of this small ri-
ver, but from the intrusion of its more powerful neighbour the
Mississippi. The lands decline rapidly, as in all alluvial coun~
tries, from the margin to the Cypress swamps, where more or
less water stagnates all the vearround. On the 21st they passed
a small, but elevated island, said te be the only one in this ri-
ver for more than one hundred leagues ascending. On the left
bank, near this island, a small settlement of a couple of acres has
been begun by a man and his wife. The banks are not less than
forty feet above the present level of the water in the river, and
are but rarely overflowed: on both sides they are clothed with
rich cane brake, pierced by creeks fit to carry boats during the
inundation.

They saw many cormorants, and the hooping crane ; geese and
ducks are-not yet abundant, but are said to arrive in myriads, with
the rains.aad winter’s cold. They shot a fowl of the duck kind,
whose foot was partially divided, and the body covered with a
bloish, or lead coloured plumage. On the morning of the
twenty-second, they observed green matter floating on the river,
supposed to come from the Catahoola and other Jakes and bayaus
of stagnant water, which, when raised a little by rain, flow into .
the Black river: and also many patches of an aquatic plant, re-

* Among the plauts growing on ‘the margin of the river is the cheria
root, used in medicine, and the cantac, occasionally used by the hunters
for food : the last has a bulbous root, ten times the size of o man’s fist.
In preparing it, they first wash it clean from earth, then pound it well,
and add water to the mass and stir it up ; after a moment’s settlement
the water and fecula is pourcd off : this operation is repeated until it yields
no more fecula, the fibrous part only being left, which is thrown away as
useless: the water is then poured from the sediment, which is dried in the
sun and will keep a long time. It is reduced into powder and mixed with
Indian meal or flour, and makes wholesome and agreeable food. The la«
bour is performed by the -women whilst they are keeping the camp, and
their husbands are in the woods hunting, ' '
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sembling small islands, some floating on the surface of the ri-
ver, and others adhering to, or resting on the shore and logs.
On_ examining this plant, it was found a hollow, jointed stem,
with roots of the same form, extremely light, with very narrow
willow shaped leaves projecting from the joint, embracing, how-
ever, the whole of the tube, and extending to the next mferior
joint or knot. The extremity of each branch is terminated by
a spike of very slender, narrow seminal leaves from one to two
inches in length, and one tenth, or less, in breadth, producing
its seed on the underside of the leaf, in a double row almost in
contact ; the grains alternately placed in perfect regularity: not
being able to find the flower, its class and order could not .be
determined, although it is not probably new. Towards the up-
per part of the Black river, the shore abounded with muscles
and periwinklest The muscles were of the kind called pearl
muscles. The men dresseda quantity of them, considering them
as an agreeable food; but Mr.D. found them tough and un-
palatable. : ‘

On arriving at the mouth of the Catahoola, they landed to
procure information from a Frenchman settled there. Having
a grant from the Spanish government, he has made a small set-
tlement, and keeps a ferry boat for carrying over men and
horses travelling to and from Natchez, and settlements on Red
river and on the Washita river. The country here is all alluvial.
In process of time, the rivers shutting up ancient passages and
elevating the banks over which their waters pass, no longer com-
municate with the same facility as formerly ; the consequence
15, that many larger tracts formerly subject to jnundation, are
now entirely exempt from that inconvenience. Such is the situ-
ation of a most valuable tract upon which this Frenchman is
scttled. His house stands on an Indian mount, with several
others in view. There is also a species of rampant surrounding
this place, and_ one very elevated mount, a view and descrip-
tion of which is postponed till the return; their present situation
not allowing of the requisite delay. The soil is equal to the
best Mississippi bottoms™,

* There is an embankment ruaning from the Catahoola to Black river
(inclosing about two hundred acres of rich land), at prescut about ten
teet ligh, and ten feet broad. This surrounds four large mounds of
carth at the distance of a bow-shot from each other ; each of which may
be twenty fect high,one hundred fect broad, and three hundred feet long at
the top, {;esides a stupendous turret situate ‘on the Back part of the whole,
or farthest from the water, whose base covers about an acre of ground,
rising by two steps or stories taperiny in the ascent, the whole surmounted
by «u great cone with its top cut off.  This tower of earth on admeasure-
meut was Nound to. be eighty feet perpendicular,
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They obtained from the French settler the following list of
distances betveen the mouth of Red river and  the post on the
Washita, called fort Miro.

From the mouth of Red river to the mouth of Black river,
10 leagues,

To the mouth of Catahoola, Washita, and

Tenza, . . . O 212}
To the river Ha—h'], on the n(rht e |
‘To the Prairte de Villemont, on the same 51de, . 5
"T'o, the bayau Louis, on the same side,rapids here 1
To bayau Beeufs, on the same side, . . . . 4
To the Prairie Noyu, (drowned savanua), . . 3
To Pine Point, ontheleft, . . . . . . . 4%
To bayau Calumet . . . . . . . 83

"To the Coalmive, on the nﬂht, and Gypsum
on the opposite shore, .. . . . . . . . 35
To the first settlement, . . . . . . . . 12
'1‘0 f()l't l\liro, o« e " . . * e . . . « Q2
Leagues, J]
From t’ma place they proceeded to the mouth of Washita, in
lat. 850 37 7” N. and encamped on the evening of the 23d.
This river derives its appellation from the name of an Indian
trlbe, formerly resident on its banks; the remmant of which,
it is said, went into the great plains to the westward, and either
compose a small tribe themselvu, or are mcmpomted mto ano-
ther nation. The Black river loses its name at the junction of
the Washita, Catahoola, and Tenza, although our maps repre-
-sent 1t as taking place of the Washita. The Tenza and Catahoola
are also named from Indian tribes now extinct. The latter is a
creek twelve leagues long, which 1s the 1ssue of a lake of tlie same
uame, exghtleagues n lenglh, and about two leagues 1 breadth. Tt
lies west from the mouth of the Catahoola, and communicates with
the Red river dnring the great apnual inundation. At the west or
-north-westangle of thelal\e,'l creek called Little river, enters, which
preserves a channel with runiiing water at all seasons, meauder--
“ing along the bed of the lake ; but in all other parts its superficies,
during the dry season from July to November, and often later,
is completely drained, and becomes covered with the most lux-
urtous herbage ; the bed of the lake then becomes the resi-
dence of 1mmense herds of deer, of turkeys, geese, crave, e,
which feed on the grass and grain., Bayau Tenza serves on]v to
drain ofi a part of the waters of the inundation from the low
‘Tands of the Mississippi, which here communicate with the
Black river during the season of high water.
Between the mcouh of the Washxta, and Villemont’s prairie
on the right, the current of the river is gentle, and the bauks
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favourable for towing. The lands on both sides have the appear-
ance of being above the inundation ; the timber generally such
as high lands produce, being chleﬂy red, white and black oaks,
mtenspersed with a varlcty of other trees. The magnolia
grandifiora, that infallible sign of the land not being subject
to inundation, is not, however, among them. Along “the banks
a stratum of solid clay, or marle, is observable, appaneutlynot
an ancient deposition. It lies in oblique positions, making an
angle of nearly thirty degrecs with the horizon, and geuenally -
dxmd with the decent of the uver, although in a few cases the
position was contrary. Timber is seen projecting from under
the solid bank, which seems indurated, and unquestionably very
ancient, presenting a very different appearance from recently
formed soil. The river 1s about 8G yards wide. A leaoue
above the mouth of the Washita, the bayau Ha-ha comes in un-
expectedly from the right, and is one of the many passages
through which the waters of the great inundation penetrate
aud pervade all the low countries, annihilating, for a time, the
currents of the lesser rivers in the neighbourhood of the Mis-
sissippi.  The vegetation 1s 1ema1kably vigorous along the al-
luvial banks, whl(.h are covered with a 11)\1Cl\ shmbl)el v, and
mnumerable plants in full blossom at this late season.
Villemont’s prairie is so named in consequence of its heing
mncluded within a grant under the French government to a
geutleman of that name. DMany other parts on the Washita
are named after their early propiietors. The Irench people
projected and begun extensive settlements on this river, but
the general massacre planned, and .in part executed by the In-
dians against them, and the consequent destruction: of the Natchez
tribe by the Irench, broke up all these undertakings, and
they were not recommenced under that govermment. Those
prairics are plains, or savamas, without t:mber ; generally very
fertile, and producing an exuberance of strong, thick and- coarse
herbage. When a piece of ground has once got into this state,
m an Indian country, it can have no opportumt) of re-pro-
ducing timber, it being an invariable pratice to set fire to the
dry grass in the fall or winter, to obtain the advantage of ate
tracting game when the young tender grass begins to spring :
this destroys the young timber, and the prairie annually gains
upon the wood-land. 1t is probable that the immense plains
knowu to exist in America, may owe their origin to this custom.
The plains of the Washita lie chiefly on the cast side, and being
generally formed like the Mississippi land, sloping from the
bank of the river to the Great river, they are more or less sub-
Jject to inundation in the rear; and in certain great floods the
water has advanced so fur as tu be ready to pour over the
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margin into the Washita. This has now become a very rare
thing, and it may be estimated that from a quarter of a mile
to a mile in depth, will remain free from inundation during high
floods. This is pretty much the case with those lands nearly as
high as the post of the Washita, with the exception of certain ridges
of primitive high-land ; the rest being evidently alluvial, although
not now subject to be inundated by the Washita river n con-
sequence of the great depth which the bed of the river has
acquired by abrasion. On approaching towards the bayau
Louis, which empties its waters into the Washita on the right,
a little below the rapids, there is a great deal of high land on
both sides, which produces pine and other timber, not the
growth of inundated lands. At the foot of the rapids the navi-
gation of the river is impeded by beds of gravel formed in it.
The first rapids lie in latitude $1°48’ 577 5 N. a little above
which there is a high ridge of primitive earth, studded with
abundance of fragments of rocks, or stone, which appears to
have been thrown up to the surfacein a very irregular manner.
The stone is of a friable nature, some of it having the appear-
ance of indurated clay ; the outside is blackish from exposure to
the air, within it is a grevish white ; it is said that in the hill
the strata are regular, and that good grindstones may be here
obtained. The last of the rapids, which is formed by a ledge
of rocks crossing the entire bed of the river, was passed in the
evening of the 27th ; above it the water became again like a
mill pond, and about one hundred yards wide. The whole of
these first shoals, or rapids, embraced an extent of about a
mile and a half; the obstruction was not continued, but felt at
short intervals in this distance. On the right, about four
Ieagues from the rapids, they passed the ¢ Bayau Aux Boeufs,”
a little above a rocky hill : high lands and savanna 1s seen on the
right.  On sounding the river they found three fathoms water
on a bottom of mud and sand. The banks of the river, ahove
the bayau, seem to retain very little alluvial soil ; the highland
earth, which is a sandy loam of a light grey colour, with streaks
of red sand and clay, is seen on the left bank ; the soil not
rich, bearing pines, mterspersed with red oak, hickory and dog-
wood. The river 1s from sixty to one hundred yards wide here,
but decreases as you advance. The next rapid is made by a
ledge of rocks traversing the river, and narrowing the water
channel to about thirty yards. The width between the high
banks cannot be less than one hundred yards, and the banks
from thirty to forty feet high. In latitude 820 10’ 13" rapids
and shoals again occurred, and the channel was very narrow ;
the sand bars, at every point, extended so far into the bend as
- 10 leave little more than the breadth of the boat of water suffi=.
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ciently deep from her passage, although it spreads over a width
of seveuty or eighty yards upon the shoal.

In the afternoon of the 31st, they passed a little plantation or
settlement on the right, and at night arrived at three others ad-
Joming each other. These settlements are on a plain or prairie,
the soil of which we may be assured 1s alluvial from the regular
slope which the land has from the river  The bed of the river
1s now sufficiently deep to free them from the inconvenience of
its inundation; yet in the rear, the waters of the Mississippi ap-
proach, and sometimes leave dry but a narrow stripe along the
bank of the river. It is however now more common, that
the extent of the fields cultivated (from } to 3 mile) remains
dry during the season of inundation; the soil here is very good,
but ot equal to the Mississippl bottoms; it may be esteemed
second rate. At a small distance to the east are extensive cypress
swamps, over which the waters of the mundation always stand
to the depth of from fifteen to twenty-five feet. On the west
side, after passing over the valley of the river whose breadth
varies from a quarter of a mile to two miles, or more, the land
assumes a considerable elevation, from one hundred to three
hundred feet, and extends all along to the settlements of the Red
river. These high lands are 1ep0rted to be poor, and badly
watered, being clueﬂy what is termed pine barren. There is
here a fexry and road of communication between the post of
the Washita, and the Natchez, and a fork of this road passes
on to the settlement called the rapids, on Red river, distant
from this place by computation one hundred and fifty miles.

On this part of the river lies a considerable tract of land grant~

ed by the Spanish government to the marquis of Maison Rouoe,
a I'rench emigrant, who bequeathed it with all his property to
M. Bou]lony, son of the late colonel of the Louisiana regiment,
and by him sold to Daniel Clarke. It is said to extend from
the post of Washita with a breadth of two leagues, including
the river, down to the bayau Calumet; the computed distance
of which along the river 1s called thir ty leagues, but supposed
not more than twelve in a direct line.
- On the 6th of November, in the afternoon, the party arrived
at the post of the Washita, in lat. 32° 29’ 37" 25 N. where
they werc politely received by lieut. Bowmar, who immediately
offered the hospitality of his dwelling with all the services in
his power.

From the ferry to this place the navigation of the river is, at
this season, interrupted by many shoals and rapids. The gene-
ral width is from eighty to a hundred yards. The water Is ex-
tremely agreeable to drink, and much clearer than that of the
Ohio.  In this respect it is very unlike its two neighbours, the

LEWIS AND CLARKE.] L
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‘Arkansa and Red rivers, whose waters are loaded with earthy
matters of a reddish brown colour, giving to them a chocolate
‘like appearance; and, when those waters are low, are not po-
table, being brackish from the great number of salt springs which
flow iuto them, and probably from the beds of roek salt over
which they may pass. The banks of the river presented very
‘little appearance of alluvial land, but furnished an infinitude of
‘beautiful landscapes, heightened by the vivid colouring they de-
rive from the autumnal changes of the leaf. Mr. Dunbar ob-
serves, that the change of colour in the leaves of vegctables,
which is probably occasioned by the oxygen of the atmosphere
acting on the vegetable matter, deprived of the protecting pow-
er of the vital principle, may serve as an excellent guide to the
naturalist who directs his attention to the discovery of new ob.
jects for the use of the dyer. For he has always remarked
that the leaves of those trees whose bark or wood are known to
produce a dye, are changed In autumn to the same colour which
is extracted in the dyers vat from the woods; more especially by
the use of mordants, as alum, &c. which yields oxygen: thus
the foliage of the hickory, and oak, which produces the quer-
citron bark, 1s changed before its fall into a beautiful yellow;
other oaks assume a fawn colour, a liver colour, or a blood co-
lour, and are known to vield dyes of the same complexion.

In lat: 320 18” N. doctor Hunter discovered along the river
side a substance nearly resembling mineral coal : its appearance
was that of the carbonated wood described by Kirwan. It does
not easily burn; but on being applied to the flame of a candle,
it sensibly increased it, and yielded a faint smell, resembling in
a slight degree, that of the gum lac of common sealing wax.

Soft friable stone is common, and great quantities of gravel
and sand, upon the beaches in this part of the river. A reddish
clay appears in the sirata; ‘much indurated and blackened by ex»
posure to the light and air. -

The position called fort Miro being the property of a private.
person, who was formerly civil commandant here, the lieutenant
has taken post about four hundred yards lower; has built him-
self some log houses, and inclosed them with a slight stockade.
Upon viewing the country east of the river, it is evidently al=
luyial; the surface has a gentle slope from the river to the rear
of the plantations. The land is of excellent qualitv, being a
rich black mould to the depth of a foot, under which there is
a friable loam of a brownish liver colour.

At the post of the Washita, they procured a boat of less
draught of water than the one in which they ascended the river
thus jar; at noon, on the 11th of November, they proceeded
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-en the voyage, and in the evening encamped at the plantation of
Baron Bastrop.

"This small settlement on the Washita, and some of the crecks
falliug into it, contains not more than five hundred persons, of
all ages and sexes. Itisreported, however, that there is a great
quantity of excellent land upon these crecks, and that the settle-
ment is capable of great extension, and may be expected, with
an accession of population, to become very flourishing. There
arc three merchants settled at the post, who supply, at very
exorbitant prices, the inhabitants with their necessaries; these,
with the garrison, two small planters, and a tradesman or two,
constitute the present village. A great proportion of the in-
habitants coutinue the old practice of hunting, during the wintcr
season, and they exchauge their peltry for necessaries, with the
merchants, at a low rate. During the summer these people con-
teut themselves with raising corn, barely sutficient for bread
during the year. In this mamner they always remain extremely
poor: some few who have conquered that habit of indolence,
which is always the consequence of the Indian mode of life, and
attend to agriculture, live more comfortably, and taste a little
the sweets of civilized life.

'The lands along the river above the post, are not very inviting,
being a thin poor soil, and covered with pine wood. To the
right, the settlements on the bayau Barthelemi and Siard, are said
to be rich land.

On the morning of the thirteenth, they passed an island and
# strong rapid, and arrived at a little settlement below a chain
of rocks, which cross the channel between an island and the
main land, called Roque Raw. The Spaniard and his family,
scttled here, appear, from their mdolence, to live miserably.
The river acquires here a more spacious appearance, being about
one hundred and fifty yards wide. In the afternoon they passed
the bayau Barthelemi on the right, above the last settlements,
and about twelve computed leagues from the post. Here com-
mences Baron Bastrop’s great grant of land from the Spanish
government, bemg a square of twelve leagues on each side, a
little exceeding a million of French acres. The banks of the
river continue about thirty feet high, of which eighteen feet from
the water are a clayey loam of a pale ash colour, upon which
the water has deposited twelve feet of hight sandy soil, apparent-
ly fertile, and of a dark brown colour. 'This description of
land is of small breadth, not exceeding half a mile on each side
the river, and may be called the valley of the Washita, beyond
which there is high land covered with pines.

The soil of the “ Bayau des Buttes,” continues thin, with o
growth of small timber. 'This creek i1s named from a numbex

L2
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of Indian mounts discovered by the hunters along #s eourse.
'The margin of the river begins to be covered with such timber
as usually grows on inundated land, particularly a species of
white oak, vulgarly called the over-cup oak; s tlm.ber 1S re-
markably hard, solid, ponderous and durable, and it produces
a large acorn in great abundance, upon which the bear feeds,
and which is very flattering to hogs.

In lat. 32° 5(r 8 N. they passed a long and uarrow island.
"The face of the country begins to change; the banks are low and
steep; the river deeper and more contracted, from thirty to fifty
yards in width. The soil in the neighbourhood of the river is
a very sandy loam, aud covered with such vegetables as are found
on the inundated lands of the Mississippl. The tract presents
the appearance of a new soil, very different from what they passed
below. This alluvian tract may be supposed the site of a greag
lake, drained by a natural channel, from the abrasion of the
waters ; since which period the anuual mundations have depo-
sited the superior soil; eighteen or twenty feet is wanting to
render it habitable for man. It appears, nevertheless, well stock-
ed with the beasts of the forest, several of which were seen.

Quantities of water fowl are beginming to muke their appear-
ance, which are not very numerous here until the cold rains and
frost compel them to leave a more northern climate. Fich is
not so abundant as might be expected, owing, it is said, to the
inundation of the Mississippi, in the year 1749, which dainmed
up the Washita, some distance above the post, and produced
a stagnation and conscquent corruption of the waters that de-
stroyed all the fish within its influence.

At noon, on the 15th of November, they passed the island
of Mallet, and at ninety yards north-east from the upper point
of the island, by a good observation ascertained their latitude
to be 32° 59 27" 5 N. or two seconds and a half of latitude
south of the dividing line between the territories of Orleans
and Louisiana. The bed of the river along this alluvial
country 1s generally covered with water, and the ravigation un-
Interrupted; but in the afternoon of this day, they passed three
contiguous sand bars, or beaches, called ¢ ics trois battures,”
and before evening the ¢ bayau de grand Marais,” or great marsh
creek on the right, and ¢ la Cypreit Chattelran,” a point of high
land on the other side, which reaches within half a mile of the
river.  As they advanced towards the marais de saline, on
the right, a stratum of dirty white clay under the alluvial
tract, shewed them to be leaving the sunken, and approaching
the high land country. The salt lick marsh does not derive its
name from any brackishness in the wator of the lake or marsh,
but from its contiguity to some of the licks, sometimes called
“ saline,” and sometimes ¢ glaise,” generally found in a clay,
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compact enough for potter’s ware. - The bayau de la Tulipe
forms a communication between the lake and the river. Op-
posite to this place, there is a point of high land, forming a
promontory, advancing within a mile of the river, and to which
boats resort when the low grounds are under water. A short
league above is the mouth of the grand bayan de la Saline (Salt
Lick creek). This creek is of a considerable length, and navi-
gable for small boats. 'The hunters ascend it, to one hundred
of their leagues, in pursuit of game, and all agree that none of
the springs which feed this creek are salt.  Ithas obtained its
name from the many buffuloe salt licks which have been dis-
covered in its vicinity. Although most of these licks, by dig-
ging, furnish water which holds marine salt lin solution, there
exists no reason for believing that many of them would produce
nitre. Notwithstanding this low and alluvial tract appears in all
respects well udapted to the growth of the long moss (tilandsia),
noue was observed since entering it n latitude 32° 52, and as
the pilot informed them none would be seeu in their progress
up the river, it is probable that the latitude of thirty-three de-
grees is about the northern limit of vegetation. The long-leaf
pine, frequently the growth of rich aud even inundated land,
was here observed in great abuudance : the short-leaved or pitch
pie, on the contrary, is always found upon arid lands, and ge-
nerally in sandy and lofty situations.

T'his is the season when the poor settlers on the Washita turn
out to make their annual hunt. The deer is now fat and the
skins in perfection ; the bear is now also in his Dest state, with
regard to the quality of his fur, and the quantity of fat or oil he
yields, as he has been feasting luxuriantly on the autumnal fruits
of the forest. It is here well known that he does not coniine
himsel, as some writers have supposed, to vegetable food ; he
is particularly fond of hogs flesh ; sheep and calves are frequent-
ly his prey, and no animal escapes him which comes within his
power, and which he is able to conquer. He often destroys the
fawn, when chance throws it in his way; he cannot, however,
discover it by smelling, notwithstanding the excellence of his
scent, for nature has, as if for its protection, denied the fawn
the property of leaving any efluviuin upon its track, a property
so powerful in the old deer*. The bear, unlike most other

# It may not be generally known to naturalists, that between the hoof
of the deer, &c, there is found a sack, with its mouth inclining upwards,
gontaining more or less of musk, and which, by escaping over the open-
jug, in proportion to the secretion, causes the foot to leave a scent on the
ground wherever it passes. During the rutting season this musk is so
abundant, particularly in old males, as to be smelt by the hunters ata
considerable distapce.
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beasts of prey, does not kill the animal he has ‘Seized . upon
before he eats it; but regardless of its strugg}es, cries and lamen-
tations, fastens upon, and if the expression xs-alloyvable, devoprs
it alive. The hunters count much on their profits from the oil
drawn from the bears fat, which, at New Ovleans,: is always of
ready sale, and much esteemed for its wholesomeness m cooking,
being preferred to butter or hogs lard. It is found to keép
longer than any other animal oil without becomicg ragcid; and
boiling .it, from time to time, upon sweet bay leaves, restores 1ts
sweetness, or facilitates its conservation.

In the afternoon of the 17th they passed some sand beaches,
and over a few rapids. ‘They had cane brakes on both sides of
the river; the canes were small, but demonstrate that the water
does not surmount the bank more than a few feet. The river
begins to widen as they advauce: the banks of the river shew the
high land soil, with a stratum of three or four feet of alluvion
deposited by the river upon it. . This superstratum is greyish,
and very sandy, with a small admixture of loam, indicative of the
poverty of the mountains and uplands where the river rises. Neag
this they. passed through a new and very uarvow channel, in
which ah the water of the river passes, except in time of freshes,
when the interval forms an island. A httle above this passis
a small clearing, called ¢ Cache la Tulipe” (T'ulip’s hiding place);
this 1s the name of a French hunter who here concealed his
property. It continues the practice of both the white and red
hunters.to leave their skins, &c. often suspended to poles, or laid
over a pole placed upon two forked posts, 1 sight of the river,
until their return from hunting, These deposits are considered
as sacred, and few examples exist of their heing plundered. -
After passing the entrance of a bay, which within must form a
great lake during the inundation, great pumbers of the lopg leaf
pipe were observed; and the increased size of the canes along
the river’s bank, denoted a better and more elevated soil ; on the
left was a high hill (800 feet) covered with lofty pine trees.

The banks of the river present more the appearanqg,of up-’
land soil, the under stratum beiug a pale vellowish clay, and the
alluvial soil of a dirty white, surmounted by a thin covering of a
brown vegetable earth. The trees improve in appearance, grow,
ng to a considerable size and height, though yet inferior to those
oh the alluvial banks of the Mississippi. ~After passing the
‘“ Bayau de Hachis,” on the left pomts of high land, not
subject to be overflowed, frequently touch the river, and the
valley is said to be more than a league in breadth on both sides.
On the left are pine hills, called « Code de €£hampignole.” The
river is not more than fifty or sixty yards wide. Ou the morning

1
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of the 20th they passed a number of sand beathes, and some
rapids, but found good depth of water between them. A creek
called < Chemin Couvert,” which forms a deep ravine in the
high lands, here enters the river ; almost immediately above this
is'a rapid where the water in the river is contined to a channel
of about forty yards i width; above it they had to quit the
main chanunel, on account of the shallowness and rapidity of the
water, and pass along a parrow channel of only sixty feet
wide: without a guide a stranger might take this passage for a
creek.

Notwithstanding the lateness of the season, and the northern
latitude they were in, they this day et with an alligator. The
banks of the river are covered with cane, or thick under brush,
frequently so interwoven with thorns and briars as to be impene-
trable.  Birch, maple, holly, and two kinds of wood to which
names have not yet been given, except *¢ water side wood,” are
here met with ; as also persimons and small black grapes. The
margin of the river is fringed with a variety of plants and vines,
among whicl: are several species of convolvulus.

On the left they passed a hill and cliff one hundred feet per-
pendicular, crowned with pines, and cailed ¢ Cote de Finn”
(Fin’s hill) from which a chain of high land contmmues some dis-
tance. The cliff presents the appearance of an ash-coloured
clay. A little farther to the right is the Bayau d’Acasia (Locust
creek.) The river varies here from cighty to an hundred yards’
i width, presenting frequent indications of iron along its banks,
and some thin strata of iron ore. The ore is from half an inch
to three inches in thickness. v

* On the morning of the 22d of November, they arrived at the
road of the Chadadoquis Indian nation, leading to the Arkansa
nation ; a little beyond this is the Ecor a Frahri (Fabri’s cliffs)
from 80 to 100 feet high; and a little distance above, a smaller
cliff, called ¢ Le Petit Ecor a Fabri” (the Little Cliff of Fabri).
These cliffs appear chiefly to be composed of ash-coloured sand,
with a stratum of clay at the base, such as runs all along under
the banks of this river. Above these chiffs are several rapids ;
the current is swifter, and denotes their ascent into a higher
country : the water hecomes clear, and equal to any in its very
agreeable taste, and as drinking water. In the river are immense
beds of gravel aud sand, over which the water passes with great
velocity in the season of its floods, carrying with it vast quantities
of drift wood, which it piles up, in many places, to the height of
twenty feet above the present surface, pointing out the dithculty’
and danger of navigation in certain times of the flood ; aceidents,
however, are rare with the canoes of the country.

As the party ascended they found the banks of the river less
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clevated, being only from nine to twelve feet, and are probably
surmounted by the freshes some feet. The river becomes more
obstructed by rapids, au:! sand and gravel beaches, among which
are found fragments of stone of all forms, and a variety of co-
lours, some highly polished and rounded by friction. The
banks of the river in this upper country suffer greatly by abra-
sion, one side and sometimes both being broken down by every
flood. .

At a place called “ Auges d’Arclon,” (Arclon’s troughs) is
laminated iron ore, and a stratum of black sand, very tenacious,
shining with minute crystals. The breadth of the river is here
about eighty yards : in some places, however, it is enlarged by
islands, n others, contracted to eighty or one hundred feet.
Rocks of w grevish colour, and rather friable, are here found in many
places on the river *.  On the banks grow willows of a different
form from those found below, and on the margin of the Mis.
sissippi; the last are very brittle ; these, on the coutrary, are ex-
tremely pliant, resembling the osier, of which they are probably
a species.

At noon on the 24th, they arrived at the coufluence of the
lesser Missouri with the Washita ; the former 1s a considerable
branch, perhaps the fourth of the Washita, and comes m from.
the left band. The hunters often ascend the Little Missouri,,
but are not inclined to penetrate far up, because it reaches near
the great plains or prairies upon the Red river, visited by the
Iesser Osage tribes of Indians, settled on Arkansa; these last
frequently carry war into the Chadadoguis tribe settled on the
Red river, about west-south-west from this place, and indeed
they are reported not to spare any nation or people. They are
prevented from visiting the head waters of the Washita by
the steep hills in which they rise. These mountains are so dit-
ficult to travel over, that the savages, not having an object suffis
ciently desirable, never attempt to penetrate to this river, and it
is supposed to be unknown to the nation. 'The Cudadoquis (or
Cadaux, as the French pronounce the word) may be considered
as Spanish Indians ; they boast, and it is said with truth, that
they never have imbrued their hands in the bloed of a white
man. [t is said that the stream of the Little Missouri, some
distance from its mouth, flows over a bright splendid bed of mi-
neral of a yellowish white colour (most probably martial py-
rites), that thirty years ago, several of the inhabitants, hunters,

* The banks rise into hills of free stone of a very sharp and fine grit,
fit for grind stones ; the strata irregular, inclining from 20 to 307 down the
Tiver.
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worked upon this mine, and sent a quantity of the ore to the-go-
vernment at New Orleans, and they were prohibited from work-
ing any more. ’

There is a great sameness in the appearance of the river
banks : the islands are skirted with osier, and immediately within,
on the bank, grows a range of birch trees and some willows ;
the'more elevated banks are covered with cane, among which
grows the oak, maple, eln, sycamore, ash,hickory, dog-wood,
holly, iron-wood, &c. From the pilot they learned that there
is a body of excellent land on the Little Missouri, particularly
on the créek called the “ Bayau a terre noire,” which falls into
it. . This land extends to Red river, and is connected with the
great prairies which form the hunting grounds of the Cadaux
nation, consistimg of about two hundred warriors. They are
warlike, but frequently unable to defend themselves against the
tribe of Osages settled on the Arkansa river, who, passing round
the mountains at the head of the Washita, and along the prairies,
which separate them from the main chain on the west, where the
waters of the Red and Arkansa rivers have their rise, pass into
the Cadaux country, and rob and plunder them.

The water in the river Washita rising, the party are enabled to
pass the numerous rapids and shoals which they meet with in
the upper country, some of which are diflicult of ascent. The
general height of the main banks of the river is from six to
twelve feet above the level of the water; the land is better in
quality, the canes, 8&c. shewing a more luxuriant vegetation. [t
is subject to inundation, and shews a brown soil mixed with sand.
Near Cachie Magon (Maison’s hiding place), on the right, they
stopped to examipe a supposed coal mine : doctor Hunter and
the pilot set out for this purpose, and at about a mile and a half
north-west from the boat, in the bed of a creek¥*, they found a
substance similar to what they had before met with under that
name, though more advanced towards a state of perfect coal. At
the bottom of the creek, in a place then dry, was found detached
pteces of from fifty to one hundred pounds weight, adjoining to
which lay wood changing into the same substance. A stratum
of this coal, six inches thick, lay on both sides of this little creek,
over another of yellow clay, and covered by one foot of gravel:
on the gravel is eight inches of loam, which bears a few inchés
of vegetable mould. This stratam of coal 1s about three feet
higher than the water in the creek, and appcars manifestly to
have been, at some period, the surface of the ground. The
gravel and loam have been deposited there since, by the waters.

# Calted Coal-mine creek.
LEWIS AND CLARKE.] M
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Some pieces of this coal were very black and solid, of an homo-
geneous appearance, much resembling pit coal, but of less speci-
fic gravity. It does not appear sufficiently impregnated with bi-
tumnen, but may be considered as vegetable matter in the progress
of transmutation to coal.

Below the « Bayau de Teau TFroide,” which runs into the
Washita from the right, the river is 170 yards, flowing through
tolerably good land. They passed a beautiful forest of pines,
and on the 2€th fell in with an old Dutch hunter and his party,
consisting 1n all of five persons.

"T'his man has resided forty years on the Washita, and hefore
that period, has been up the Arkansa river, the White river, and
the river St. Francis ; the two last, he informs, are of difficult
navigation, sunilar to the Washita ; but the Arkansa river is of
great magnitude, having a large and broad channel, and when the
water is low, has great sand banks, like those in the Mississippi.
So far as he has been up it, the navigation is safe and commo-
dious, without impediments from rocks, shoals, or rapids, 1ts bed
being formed of inud and sand. The soil on it is of the first-
rate quality.  'The country is easy of access, bcing lofty open
forests, uncmbarrassed by canes or under growth. "Fhe water is
disagreeable to drink, being of a red colour, and brackish when
the river is low. A multitude of creeks which flow into the
Arkansa furnish sweet water, which the voyager is obliged to
carry with him for the supply of his immediate wants. This
man confirms the accounts of silver being abundant up that river:
he has not been so high as to see it himself ; but says he received
a silver pi from a hunter, who assured him that he himself col-
lected the virgin silver from the rock, out of which he made the
epmglete by bammering it out. The tribe of the Osage live
higher up than this position, but the hunters rurely go so high,
being afraid of these savages, who are at war with all the world,
and destroy all strangers they meet with. It 1s reported that the
Arkansa nation, with a part of the Choctaws, Chickasaws,
Shawncese, &c. have formed a league, and are actually goue, or
going, 800 strong, against these depredators, with a view to de-
stroy or drive them entirely off, and possess themselves of their
fine prairies, which are most abundant bunting ground, being
plentifully stocked with buffaloe, elk, deer, bear, aud cvery other
beast of the chase common to those latitudes in America. "Lhis
hunter having given information of a small spring in their vici-
nity, from which he frequently supplied himself by evaporating
the water, doctor Hunter, with a party, accompanied him, en
the morning of the 29th November, to the place. 'They found a
saline, ubout a mile and a half north of the camp from whence
they set out, and near a creek which enters the Washita a little
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above. It is situated in the bottom of the bed of a dry gulley.
The surrounding land is rich and well timbered, but subject to
inundation, exceptan Indian mount on the cxeek side, having a
base of eighty: or a hundred feet diameter, and twenty feet hwh
After digging about three feet, through blue clay, they came toa
quick sand, from which the water flowed in abundance : its taste
was salt and bitter, resembling that of water in the ocean. Ina
second hole, it required them to dig six feet before they reached
the quick sand, in doing which they threw up several broken pleces
of Indian pottery. The spécific gravity, compared with the river,
avas, from the first pit, or that three feet deep, 1,02720, from
the second pit, or that six feet deep, 1,02104, yielding a saline
mass, from the evaperation of ten quarts, which, when dvy,
weighed e]“‘ht ounces. 'This brine is, therefore, about the same
strength as that of the ocean on our coast, and twice the strength
of the famous licks in Kentucky, called Bullet’s lick and Mann’s
lick, from which so much salt 1s made.

T he “ Fourche de Cadaux” (Cadadoquis fork) w]nch they
passed on the morning of the'30th, is about one huudred yards
wide at its entrance into the Washita, from the left: immediately
beyond which, on the same side, the land is high; probably ele-
vated three hundred feet above the water. The shoals and ra-
pids here impede their progress. At noon they deduced their
latitude, by observation, to be 30° 11’ 37" N. Receiving in-
formation of another salt lick, or saline, doctor- Hunter landed,
with a party, to view it. The pit was found in a low flat place,
subject to be overflowed from the river ; it was wet and muddy,
the earth on the surface yellow, but on digging through about
four feet of blue clay, the salt water oozed from a quxck sand.
‘I'en quarts of this water produced, by evaporation, six ounces
«of a saline mass, which, from taste, was priucipally marice salt;
to the taste, however, it shewed an admixture of soda, and mu-
riated magnesia, but the marine salt greatly preponderated. The
specific gravity was about 1,076, probably weakened from the
rain which had fallen the day before. The ascent of the river be-
comes more troublesome, from the raplds and currents, particu-
farly at the ““isle du bayau des Roches” (Rocky creek island),
where it required great exertions, and was attended with some
hazard to pass them. This island is three-fourths of a mile in
Iength. 'The river presents a series of shoals, rapids, and small
cataracts ; and they passed several peints of high land, full of
rocks and stones, much harder and more solid than they had yet
met with.

The rocks were all sﬂmlous, with their fissures penetrated by
sparry matter.  Indications of . iron were frequent, and fragments

M 2
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of poor ore were common, -but no rich ore of that or any other
metal was found. Some of the hills appear well adapted to the
cultivation of the vine ; the soil being a sandy loam, witha con-
siderable proportion of gravel, and a superficial covering of good
vegetable black earth. The natural productions are, several va-
ricties of oak, pine, dog-wood, holly, &c. with a scattering
undergrowth of whortleberry, hawthorn, china briar, and a va-
riety of small vines.

Above the Isle de Mallon, the country wears another pros-
‘pect : high lands and rocks frequently approach the river. The
rocks in grain resemble free stone, and are hard -enough to be
used as hand mill-stones, to which purpose they are frequently
applied. The quality of the lands improves, the stratum of vege-
table earth being from six to twelve inches, of a dark brown
colour, with an admixture of loam and sand. Below Deer
Island they passed a stratum of free stone, fifty feet thick, under
whiclt is a quarry of impeyfect slate in perpendicular layers.
About a league from the river, and a little above the slate quarry,
is a considerable plain, called ¢ Prairie de Champignole,” often
frequented by buffaloe. Some salt licks are found near it, and
in many situations on both sides of this river, there are said to
be salines which may hereafter be rendered very productive,
and from which the future settlements may be abundantly
supplied. ' '

About four miles below the ¢ chuttes” (falls), they, from a
good obseivation, found the latitude 34° 21 25” 5. The land
on either hand continues to improve in quality, with a sufficient
stratum of dark earth of a brownish colour. Hills frequently
rise out of the level country, full of rocks and stones, hard and
flinty, and often resembling Turkey oil stones. Of this kind
was a promontory which came in from the right hand, a little
below the chuttes ; at a distance it presented the appearance of:
ruined bulldings and fortifications, and several insulated masses
of rock, conveyed the idea of redoubts and out-works. 'This
effect was heightened by the rising of a flock of swans which
had taken their station in the water, at the foot of these walls.
As the voyagers approached, the birds floated about majestically
on the glassy surface of the water, and in tremulous accents
seemed to consult upon means of safety. The whole was a
sublime picture. In the afternoon of the 3d of December,
they reached the chuttes, and found the falls to be occasiotied
by a chain of rocks of the same hard substance seen below, ex=
tending in the direction of north-east and south-west, quite across
the river. The water passes through a number of branches
worn by the umpetuosisy of the torrent where it forms so many
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cascades. ‘The chain of rock or hill on the left, appears to have

been cut down to its present level by the abrasion of the waters.

By great exemon, and lightening the boat, they passed the
chuttes this evening, and encamped just above the catar acts, and
within the hearing of their Incessant roar.

Immediately above the chuttes, the*current of the water 1s
slow, to auother ledge of hard free stone ; the reach between is
spacious, not less than two hundred yards wide, and terminated '
by a hill, three hundred feet high, covered with beautiful pines:
this 1s a fine situation for building. Inlatitude 34° 25 48” they
passed a very dangerous rapid, from the number of rocks which
obstruct the passage of the water, and break it mnto foam. On
the vight.of the rapid is a high rocky hill, covered with very
handsome pine woods. The strata of the rock has an mnclina-
tion of 30° to the horizon, in the direction of the river descend-
mg. This hill may be three hundred or three hundred and fifty
feet high; a border or list of green cane skirts the margm of the
river, beyond which generally rises a high, and sometimes a
barren hill. Near another rapid they passed a hill on the left,
containing a large body of blue slate. A\ small distance above
the bayau de Saline they had to pass a rapid of one hundred and .
fiftv yards in length, and four feet and a half fall, which, from
its velocity, the French have denominated ¢ La Cascade.” Be-
low the cascade there are rocky hills on both sides composed of
very hard free stone. 'The stone in the bed of the river, and
which has been r0lled from the upper country, was of the hard-
est flnt, or of a qualily rese.mblim the "T'urkey oil stone.
« Fourche au Tygree” (Lyger’s creek), “which comes in from the
right, a little above the cascade, 1s said to have many extensive
tracts of rich level land upon it. "The rocky hills here frequently
approach the VWashita on beth sides ; rich bottoms are never-
theless infrequent, and the upland is sometimes of moderate ele-
vation and tolerably level. 'I'he stones and rocks here met with
have their fissures tilled by sparry and crystalline matter.

Wild turkies become more abundant and less difficult of ap-
proach than below ; and the howl of the wolves 1s heard during
the night.

To the « Fourche of Calfat” (Caulker’s creek) where the voy--
ave terminates, they found level and good land on the right and
lnvvh hils on the left hand. After passing over a very precipi-
tous rapid, seemingly divided into four steeps or falls, one of
which was at least fifteen inches in perpendicular height, and
which together could not be less than five and a half feet they
arrived at Ellis’s camp, a small distance below the Fouar che au
Calfat, where they stopped on the Gth of December, as the pi-

2
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lot considered it the most convenient landing from whence to
carry their necessaiy, baggage to the, hot springs, the distance
being about three leagues. There is a creek about two leagues
higher up, called  bayau des sources chauds” (hot spring creek),
upon the banks of which the hot springs are situated at about
two leagues from its nouth. The banks of it are hilly, and the
road less eligible than from Ellis's camp.

On ascending the hill to encamp, they found the land very
level and good, some plants in flower, and a great many ever-
green vines; the forest oak with an admixture of other woods.
"The latitude of this place is 84° 27" 31” 5. The ground on
which they encamped was about fifty feet above the water in the
river, and supposed to be thirty feet higher than the inundations.
Hills of considerable height, and clothed with pine, were in
view, but the land around, and extending beyond their view, lies
handsomely for cultivation. The superstratum 1s of a blackish-
brown colour, upon a yellow basis, the whole intermixed with
gravel and blue schistus, frequently so far decomposed as to have
a strong alluminous taste. From their camp, on the Washita,
to the hot springs, a distance of about nine miles, the first six
miles of the road is in a westerly direction, without many sinuo-
sities, and the remainder northwardly, which courses are neces-
sary to avoid some very steep hills. In this distance, they found
three principal salt licks, and some inferior ones, which are all
frequented by buffaloe, deer, &c. The soil around them is a
white tenacious clay, probably fit for potters’ ware : hence the
name of “glaise,” which the French hunters have bestowed
upon most of the licks, frequented by the beasts of the forest,
many of which exhibit'no saline impregnation. The first two
miles from the river camp is over level land of the second-rate
quality ; the timbér,. chnefly oak, intermixed with other trees
common to the climate, and a few scattering pies. Further on,
the lands on either hand rise into geutly swelling hills, covered
with handsome pine woods. The road passes along a valley,
frequently wet by the numerous rills and springs of excellent
water which issue from the foot of the hills. Near the hot
springs the hills become more elevated, steeper of‘ascent, and
rocky. They are here called mountains, although none of them
in view exceed four or five hundred feet in altitude. It is said,
that mountains of more than five times the elevation of these
hills are to be seen m the north-west, towards the sources of the
Washita.. One of them is calied the glass, crystal, or shining
mountain, from the vast number of hexagonal prisms of very
transparent and colourless crystal which are found on its sur-
face; they are generally surmounted by pyramids at one cnd,
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rarely on both. These crystals do not produce a double re-
fraction of the rays.of light. Many searches have been made
over these mountains for the precious metals, but it is believed
without success.

At the hot springs they found an open log cabin, and a few
huts of split boards, all calculated for summer encampment, and
which had been erected by persons resorting to the - springs for
the recovery of their health.

They shohtly 1epa11ed these huts, or cabins, for their accom-
modation during the time of their detention at the springs, for
the purpose of examining them and the surrounding country ;
and making such astronomical observatious as were necessary for
ascertaining their geographical position.

It 1s understood that the hot springs are included within a
grant of some hundred acres, grahted by the late Spanish com-

maudant of the Washita, to some of his friends; but it 1s not.
believed that a regular patent was ever issued for the place ; and
it cannot be asserted that residence, with improvement here,
form a pléa to claim the land upon.

. On their ar rival, they munedme]y tasted the waters of the
hot springs, that is, after a few minutes cooling, for it was im-
possible to approach it with the lips when first taken up, with-
out scalding : the taste does not differ from that of good water,
rendered hot by culinary fire.

On the 10ih they visited all the hot springs. They issue on
the east side of the valley, where the huts are, except one
spring, which rises on the west bank of the creek, from the
sides and foot of a hill. From the small quantity of calcar eous mat-
ter yet deposited, the western spring does not appear to be of long
standing : a natural conduit probably passes under the bed of
the creek; and supplies it. There are four principal springs ri-
sing 1mmedmldy on the east bank of the creek, one of which
may be rather said to spring out of the gravel bed of the run ;
a fifth, a smaller one than that above mmtioned as rising on
the west side of the creek ; 3 and a sixth, of the same macmtude,
the most northerly, and rising near the bank of the creek : these
are all the sources that merit the name of springs, near the
huts; but therc is a considerable one below, and all along, at
intervals, the warm water oozes out, or drops from the bauk
into the creek, as appears from the condensed vapour floating
along the margin of the creek where the drippings occur.

The hill from which the hot springs issue 1s of a conical
form, terminating at the top with a few loose fragments of
rock, covering a flat space twenty-five feet in diameter. Al
though the figure of the hill is conical it is not entirely insulated,
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but connected with the neighbouring hills by a very narrow ridge,
The primitive rock of this hill, above the base, is principally
silicious, some part of it being of the hardest flint, others a
freestone extremely compact and solid, and of various colours.
"The base of the hill, and for a considerable extent, is composed
of a blackish blue schistus, which divides into perpendicular
lamina like blue slate. The water of the hot springs is, there-
fore, delivered from the silicious rock, generally invisible at
the surface, from the massof calcareous matter with which it is in-
crusted, or rather buried, and which it is perpetually precipitat-
ing from the water of the springs: a small proportion of iron,
in the form of a red calx, is also deposited; the colour of
which is frequently distinguishable in the lime.

In ascending the hill several patches of rich black earth are
found, which appear to be formed by the decomposition of the
calcareous matter : in other situations the superficial earth is
penetrated, or encrusted, by limestone, with fine lamina, or
miuute fragments of iron ore.

Tne water of the hot springs must formerly have issued at a
greater elevation in the hill, and run over the surface, having
formed a mass of calcareous rock one hundred feet perpendi-
cular, by its depositien. In this high situation they found a
spring, whose temperature was 140° of Fahrenheit's thermo-
meter, - After passing the calcareous region they found the pri-
mitive hill covered by a forest of not very lafge trees, consist-
ing chiefly of oak, pine, cedar, holly, hawthorn, and others
common to the climate, with a great variety of vines, some
said to produce black, and others yellow grapes, both excellent
in their kinds. The soil is rocky, interspersed with gravel, sand,
and fine vegetable mould. On reaching the height of two
hundred feet perpendicular, a considerable change in the soil
was observable; it was stony and gravelly, with a superficial
coat of black earth, but immediately under it lies a stratum of fat,
tenacions, soapy, red clay, inclinmg to the colour of brisht
Spanish snuff, homogeneous, with scarcely any admixture of
sand, no saline, but rather a soft agrecable taste: the timber
diminishes, and the rocks increase in size to the summit. The
whole height is estimated at three hundred feet above the level
of the valley.

On examining the four principal springs, or those which
yield the greatest quantity of water, or of the highest tempera-
ture, No.1 was found to raise the mercury to 150, No. 2 to
154, No. 3 10 136 and No. 4 to 152 degrees of Fahrenheit's
thermometer : the last is on the westside of the creek: No. 3
1s a small basin in which there is a considerable quantity of
gréen matter, having much the appearance of a vegetable body,
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but detached from the bottom, vet connected with it by some-
thing like a sten, which rests in calcarious matter. The body
of one of these pseudo plants was from four to five inches in
diameter; the bottom a smooth film of some tenacity, and the
upper surface divided into ascending fibres of half or three
fourths of an inch long, resembling the gills of a fish, in trans-
verse rows. A little further on was another small muddy basin
In which the water was warm to the finger : in-it was a vermes
about half an inch long, moving with a serpentine or vermiculat
motion. It was invariably observed, that the green matter forms
mg on the stones and leaves covercd a stratum of calcarious
earth, sometimes a little hard, or brittle, at others soft and
mmperfect. From the bottom of one of the hot springs a fre-
quent ebullition of gaswas observed, which not having the means of
collecting, they could not ascertain its nature: it was not in-
flammable, aud there is little doubt of its being carbonic acid,
from the quantity of lime, and the iron, held in solution by the
water,

They made the following rough estimate of the quantity of
water delivered by the springs.  There are four principal
rprings, two of. inferior note; one rising out of the gras
vel, and a number of drippings and drainings, all issuing from
the margin, or from under the rock which overhangs the
creek. Of the first mentioned, three deliver nearly equal quan-
tities, but No. 1, the most considerable, delivers about five
times as much as one of -the other three; the two of inferior
note may, together, be equal to one; and all the droppings
and small springs, are probably underrated at double the quan-
tity of one of the three; that is, all together, they will deliver
a quantity equal to eleven times the water issuing from the one
most commodiously situated for measurement This spring
filled a vessel of eleven quarts in eleven seconds, hence the
whole quantity of hot water delivered from the springs at the
base of the hill is 165 gallons in a mioute, or 3771} hogs«
heads in 24 hours, which is equal to a handsome brook, and
might work an over-shot mill.  In cool weather condensed vapour
is seen rising out of the gravel bed of the creek, from springs
which cannot be taken into account. Dauring the summer and
fall the creek receives little or no water but what is supplied by
the hot springs : at that season itself is a hot bath, too hot, n-
deed, near the springs; so that a person may choose the tem-
perature most agreeable to himself, by selecting a natural ba-
sin near to, or farther from, the principal springs. At three
or four miles below the springs the water is tepid and unplea-
sant to drink.

From the western mountain, estimated to be of equal
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height with that from which the hot springs flow, there are se-
veral fine prospects. The valley of the Washita, comprehended
between the hills on either side, seemed a perfect flat, and
about twelve miles wide. On all hands were seen the hills, or
mountains, as they are here called, rising behind each other.
In the direction of north, the most distant were estimated to
be fifty miles oft, and are supposed to be those of the Arkansa
river, or the rugged mountains which divide the waters of the
Arkansa from those of the Washita, and prevent the Osage
Indians from visiting the latter, of whom they are supposed
ignorant : otherwise their excursions here would prevent this
place from being visited by white persons, or other Indians. In a
south-west direction, at about forty miles distance, is seen a
perfectly level ridge, supposed to be the high prairies of the
Red river.

Notwithstanding the severity of the weather, a considerable
number, and some variety of plants were in flower, and others
retained their verdure: indeed the ridge was more temperate
than the valley below ; there it was cold, damp, and penetrating ;
here dry, and the atmosphere mild. Of the plants growing
here was a species of cabbage : the plants grow with expanded
leaves, spreading on the ground, of a deep green, with a shade
of purple; the taste of the cabbage was plainly predominant,
with an agreeable warmth inclining to that of the radish ; seve-
ral tap-roots penetrated into the soil, of a white colonr, having
the taste of horse radish, but much milder. A quantity of them
taken to the camp and dressed, proved palatable and mild.
It is not probable that cabbage seed has been scattered on this
ridge ; the hunters ascending this river have alwavs had different
objects.  Until further elucidation, this cabbage must be consi«
dered as indigenous to this sequestered quarter, and may be de-
nominated the cabbage radish of the Washita. They found a
plant, then green, called by the French  racine rouge,” (red
root), which 1s said to be-a specific in female obstructions; it
has also been used, combined with the China root, to dye red,
the last probably acting as 2 mordant. The top of this ridge is
covered with rocks of a flinty kind, and so very hard as to he
unproper for gun-flints, for when applied to that use it soon
digs cavities in the hammer of the lock. This hard stone is
generally white, but frequently clouded with red, brown, black,
and other colours.  Here and there fragments of iron-stone were
met with, and where a tree had been overturned, its roots
brought to view fragments of schistus, which were suffering de-
composition from cxposure to the atmosphere. Om digging
where the slope of the hill was precipitous, they found the
second stratum to be a reddish clav, resembling that found on

1
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the conical hill, east of the camp. At two-thirds down the
hill, the rock was a hard freestone, intermixed with fragments
of fint, which had probably rolled from above. - Still lower
was found a Dlue schistus, 1n a state tending to decomposition
where exposed to the atmosphere, but hard and resembling
coarse slate in the luterior.. Many stones had the appearance
of Turkey oil stones: at the foot of the hill it expands into
good farming lands.

Dr. Huater, upon examining the waters of the hot springs,
obtained the following results :

It differed nothing from the hot water in smell or taste,
but caused a slight cructation shortly after drinking it.

Its specific gravity is equal to raifi or distilled water.

It gave to litamus paper, a slight degree of redness, evincing
the presence of the carbonic acid, or fixed air sulphuric, and
threw down a few detached particles. Oxylat of ammoniac
caused a deposition and white cloud, shewing the presence of a
small portion of lime. Prusiat of potash produced a slight and
scarcely perceptible tinge of blue, designating the presence of
a small quantity of iron.

Sixteen pounds of water evaporated to dryness left ten grains
of a grey powder, which proved to be lime. ‘

The myrtle wax tree grows in the vicinity of the springs. At
the season in which the voyagers were there, the wax was no
longer green, but had changed its colour to a greyish-white,
from its long exposure to the weather. The berry when exa-
mimned by a microscope, is less than the smallest garden pea,
approaching to an oval in form. The nuclus, or real seed, is the
size of the seed of a radish,and is covered with anumber of kidney
shaped glands, of a brown colour and sweet taste ; these glands
secrete the wax which completely envelopes them, and, at this
season, gives to the whole the appearance of an imperfectly
white berry. This is a valuable plant and merits attention: its
favourite position is a dry soil, rather poor, and looking down
upon the water. It is well adapted to ornament the margins of
canals, lakes, or rivulets. The cassina yapon, is equally
beautiful, and proper for the same purpose: 1t grows here along
the banks of this stony creek, intermingled with the myrtle, and
bears a beaatiful little red berry, very much resembling the red
currant.

The rock through which the hot springs either pass or trickle
over, appears undermined by the waters of tie-creek. The
hot water 1s continually depositing calcarious, and, perhapsy
some silicious matter, forming new rocks, always augmenting
and projecting their promontories over the riiining water of the
creck, which prevents its formation below the surface, Where-
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ver this calcarious crust is seen spreading ever the bank: and
margin of the creek, there, most certainly, the hot water will
he found, either running over the surface, or through some
channel, perhaps below the new rock, or dripping from the
edges of the overhanging precipice. The progress of natuse
in the formation of this new rock 1s cur.ous, and worthy'the
attention of the mineralogist. When the bot water issues from
the fountain, it frequently spreads over a superficies of some
extent; so far as it reaches, on either hand, there is a deposi-
tion of, or growth of greeu matter. Several lamina of this greem
matter will be found lying over each other, and immediately under,
and in contact with the inferior lam:na, which 1s not thickee
than paper, is found a whitish substance resembling a coaguium;
when viewed with a microscope, this last is also found to con-
sist of several, sometimes a good number of lamina, of which
¢hat next the green is the finest and thinnest, being the last for-
wed ; those below increasing n thickness and tenacity until the
last terminates in a soft earthy matter, which reposes in the
more solid rock. Each lamina of the coagulum is penetrated in
all its parts by calcarious grains, extremely minute, and divided
in the more recent weh} but much larger and occupying the
whole of the inferior lamina. The understratum is continually
consolidating, and adding bulk and height to the rock. - When
this acquires such an elevation as to stop the passage of the wa-
ter, it finds another course over the rock, hill, or margin of
the creek, forming, in turn, accumulations of matter over the
whole of the adjacent space. When the water has found. itself
a new channel, the green matter, which sometimes acquires a
thickness of half an inch, is speedily converted into a rich ve-
getable earth, and becomes the food of plants. The surface of
the calcarious rock also decomposes and forms the richest black
mould intimately mixed: with a considerable portion of soil;
plants and-trees vegetate luxuriantly upon it.

_On examining a piece of ground upon which the snow
dissolved as it fell, and which was covered with herbage, they
found, in some places, a calcarious crust on the. surface ; but
m generala depth of five inches to a foot of the richest black
wmoulds  The surface was sensibly warm to the touclk I the
air:the mercury. in. the thermometer stood at' 44° ; when placed
four inches under the surface, and covered with earth, 1t rose
rapidly te G4° ; and upon the calcarious rock, eight inches be-
peath the surfage, it rose to 809. - This result was uniform over
the whole swage, which was about a quarter of an acre.

On. searching they, founda spring, about fifteen inches undet
the surface, in i’ water of which the thermometer shewed a
temperature. of 130%  Beneath the black mould was founda

rown mixture «f lime and:silex, very loose and divisible, ap~
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parently in a state of decomposition, and progressing towards
the formatien of black mould ; under this brownish mass it be-
came graduaﬂy whiter and harder, to the depth of from six to
twelve inches, where it was a calcarious sparkling stone. It
was evident that the water had passed over this plac , land for
med a flat superficies of silicious limestone ; and that its pesi-
#ion, near ly level, had facilitated the accumulation of earth, in
proportion as the decomposition advanced.  Similar spots of
ground were found higher up the hili, resembling little savannas,
near which hot springs were always discovercd, “which had once
flowed over them. It appears probable that the hot water of
the springs, at an early period, had all issued from its grand
reservolr iu the hill, at a much greater elevation than at present.
"The calcarious crust may be ttaced up, in most situations on the
west -side of the hill locking down the creek and valley, to a
certain height, perbaps one hundred feet perpendicular; in this
region the hill rises precipitously, and s studded with hard si-
licious stones; below, the descent is more gradual, and the soil
a calcarious black earth. 1t is easy to discriminate the primi-
tive hill from that which has accumulated, by precipitation, from
the water of the springs; this last is entirely confined to the
west side of the hill, and washed at .its base by the waters of
the creek, no hot spring being visible in any other part of its
circumnference. By actual measurement along the base of the
hill the ntluence of the springs is found to extend seventy per-
ches, in a direction a httle to the east of north: along the
whole of this space the springs have deposited stony matter,
calcarious, with an addition of silex, or crystalized lime. The
accumulation of calcarious matter is more considerable at
the north end of the hill than the south; the first may be
above a hundred feet perpendicular, but sloping much nore
gradually than the primitive hill above, unul it approaches
the creek, ‘where not unfrequently it terminates in a precipice
of from six to twenty feet. The difference between the primi-
tive and secondary hill is so striking that a superficial observer
must notice it ; the first 1s regularly very steep, aud studded with
rock and stone of the hardest flint, and other silicious com-
pounds, and a superficies of two or three inches of good mould -
covers a red clay ; below, on the secondary hill, which carries
evident marks- of recent formanon, no ftlint, or silicious stone,.
i1s found ; the calcarious rock couceals all from view, and 1s,
itself, hequently covered by much fine rich earth. It would seem
that this compound, precipitated from the hot waters, yields
easxly to the influence of the atmosphere ; for where the waters
cease to flow over any portion of the rock, it speedily decom-
poses ; * probably more rapidly from the heat commuuicated
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from the interior of the hill, as insulated masses of the rock
are observed to remain without change.

The cedar, the wax myrtle, and the cassina yapon, all
evergreens, attach themselves particularly to the calcarious re-
gion, and seem to grow and thrive even in the clefts of the solid
rock.

A spring, enjoying a freedom of position, proceeds with
great regularity in depositing the matter it holds in solution ;
the border or rim of its basin forms an elevated ridge, from
whence pnoce(‘ds a glacis all around, where the waters have
flowed for some time over one part of the brim ; this becomes
more elevated, and the water has to seek a passage where there
1s less resistance, thus forming, In miniature, a. crater, resem-
bling in shape the conical summit of a volcano. “I'he hill being

, steep above, the progress of petrifaction is stopped on that
side, and the waters continue to flow and spread abroad, incrust-
mg the whole face of the hill below. The last formed calca-
rious border of the circular basin is soft, and easily divided ; ata
small depth it is more compact ; and at the depth of six inches it
is generally hard white stone.  1f the bottom of the basinis stirred
up, a quantity of the red calx of lron rises, and escapes over
the summit of the crater.

Visitants to the hot springs having observed shrubs and trees
with their roots in the hot water, have been induced to try expe-
riments, by sticking branches of trees in the run of hot water.
Same branches of the wax myrtle were found thrust into the
bottom of a spring run, the water of which was 130° by Fah-
renheit’s thermomejer ; the foliage and fruit of the branch were
not only sound and hea]thv, but at the surface of the water
roots were actually sprouting from it : on pulling it up the part
which had penetrated the hot mud was found decayed.

The green substance discoverable at the bottom of the hot
springs, dnd which at first sight has the appearance of plush,
on examination by the microscope, was found to be a vegetable
production. A film of green matter spreads itself on the eal-
carious base, from V\hlcb rises fibres more than half an inch in
length, forming a beautiful vegetation. Before the microscope
1t sparkled with junumerable nodules of lime, some part of
which was beautifully crystalized. This circumstance might

cause a doubt of its being a true vegetable, but its great
resemblance to 'some of the 1N 0sses, partlcu]'ulv the byssi,
and the discovery which Mr. Dunbar made of its being the
residence of animal life, confirmed his belief in its bemg
a true moss. After a (hhdeut search he discovered a very mi-
nute shell fish, of the bn'\lvc kind, mhabltmfr this moss; its
shape nearly that of the fresh water muscle ; the colour of the



CAUSE OF HOT SPRINGS, 103

shell a greyish brown, with spots of a purplish colour.  When
the animal is undisturbed, it opens the shell, and thrusts out
four legs, very transparent, and articulated like those of a qua-
druped ; the extremities of the fore lcgs are very slender and
sharp, but those of the hind legs somewhat broader, apparently
armed with minute toes: from the extremity of each shell is
sues three or four forked hairs, which the animul seems to pos-
sess the power of moving; the fore-legs are probably formed
for making incisions into the moss for the purpose of procuring
access to the juices of the living plant, upon which, no doubt, it
feeds : it may be provided with a proboscis, although it did not
appear while the animal was under examination: the hind legs
are well adapted for propelling it in its progress over the moss,
or through the water.

It would be desirable to ascertain the cause of that perpetual
fire which keeps up the high temperature of so many springs as
flow from this hill, at a counsiderable distance from each" other :
upon looking around, however, suflicient data for the solution of
the difficulty is not discoverable. Nothing of a volcanic nature
1s to be seen in this country; neither could they learn that any
evidence in favour of such a supposition was to be found in the
mountains connected with this river. An immense bed of dark
blue schistus appears to form the base of the hot spriuz Lill, and
of all those in 1ts neighbourhood: the Lottom of the creek is
formed of it; and pieces are frequently met with rendered soft -
by decomposition, and possessing a strong aluminous taste, re-
quiring nothing but lixiviation and crystalization to complete
the manufacture of alum. As bodies undergoing chemical
changes gencrally produced an alteration of temperature, the
heat of these springs may be owing to the disengagement of ca-
loric, or the decomposition of the schistus. Another, and per-
haps a more satisfactory cause may be assigned : it is well known,
that within the circle of the waters of this river, vast beds of
martial pyrites exist ; they have not yet, however, been discovered
m the vicinage of the hot springs, but may, nevertheless, form
immense beds under the bases of these hills; and as in one place
at least there is evidence of the presence of bitumen¥, the
union of these agents will, in the progress of decomposition, by
the admission of air and moisture, produce degrees of leat ca-
pable of supporting the phenomena of the hot springs.  No sul-
phuric acid is present in this water : the springs may be supplied

L

* Having thrust a stick down into the crater of one of the springs, at
some distance up the hill, several drops of petroleum, or naptha, rose and
spread upon the surface : it ceased to rise afier three or four attempts.
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by the vapour of heated water, ascending from caverns where
the heat s generated, or the heat may be immediately applied to
the bottom of an immense natural cauldron of rock, contained in
the bowels of the hill, from which as a reservoir the springs may
be supplied.

A series of accurate observations determined the latitude of
the hot springs to be 34° 81'4” 16 N. and long. 60 11/ 25”, or
ge° 50' 45" west from the meridian of Greeawich.

While Mr. Dunbar was making arrangements for transporting
the baggage back to the river camp, doctor Hunter, with a
small party, went on an excursion mto the country. He left
the hot springs en the morning of the 27th, and after travelling
sometimes over hills and steep craggy mountamns with narrow
valleys between them, then np the valleys, and generally. by the
side of a branch’ emptying into the Washita, they reached the
main branch of the Calfat in the evening, about twelve miles
from the springs. The. stones they met with during the first
part of the day were silicious, of a whitish grey, with flints,
white, cream-coloured, red, &c. The beds of the rivulets, and
often a considerable way up the hills, shewed immense bodies of
schistus, both bluc and grey, some of it efflorescing and tasting
strongly of alum. 'The latter part of the day, they travelled,
over aud between hills of black, hard, and compact flint, 1n
shapeless masses, with schist as before. On ascending these
high grounds, you distinctly perceive the commencement of the
piney region, begiuning at the height of sixty or seventy feet, and
extending to the top. 'The soil in these narrow valleys' is thin
and full of stones. The next day, which was stormy, they’
reached a branch of the bayau de saline, which stretches towards'
the Arkansa, and empties mto the Washita many leagues below,
having gone about twelve miles. The mountains they had passed
being of the primitive kind, which seldom produce metals, and
having hitherto seen nothing of a mineral kind, 2 little poor iron
ore excepted, and the face of the country, as far as they could
see, presenting the same aspect; they returned to the camp, at
the hot springs, on the evening of the thirtieth, by another route,
in which they met with nothing worthy notice. '

In consequence of the rains which had fallen, Mr. Dunbar,
and those who were transporting the baggage to the river camp,
found the road watery. The soil on the flat lands, under the
stratum of vegetable mould, is yellowish, aud consists of decom-
posed schistus, of which there are immense beds in evely stage
of dissolution, from the hard stone recently uncovered and par-
tially decomposed, to the yellow?and apparently homogeneous.
earth. ‘The covering of vegetable earth between the ills and
the river is, in most places, sufficiently thick to coustitute a good
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soil, heing from four to six inches; anditis the opinionof the people
upon the Washita, that wheat will grow here to great perfection.
Although the hicher hills, three hundred to six hundred fcet in
height, are very rocky, yet the inferior hills, and the sloping
bases of the first, are generally covered with a soil of a middling
quality. ‘The natural productions are sufliciently luxuriant, con-
sisting chiefly of black and red oak, intermixed with a variety of
other woods, and a counsiderable undergrowth. Even on these
rocky hills are three or four species of vines, said to produce an-
nuslly an abundance of excellent grapes. A great variety of
plants which grow here, some of which in their season are said
to produce flowers highly ornamental, would probably reward
the researches of the botanist.

On the morning of the 8th January, 1805, the party left
Els’s on the river camp, where they had been detained for seve-
ral days, waiting for such a rise in the watery of the river, as
would carry their boat in safety over the numerous rapids below.
A rise of about six fect, which had taken place the evening be-
fore, dctermined them to move this morning; and they
passed the chuttes about one o’clock. "They stopped to ex-
amiue the rocky promontory helow these falls, and took some
specimens of the stone which so much resembles the Turkey oil
stone. [t appears too hard. 'The strata of this cham were ob-
served to run perpendicalarly nearly east and west, crossed by
fissures at right angles from five to eight feet apart ; the Jamina
from one-fourth of an inch to five mnches in thickness.  About a
leazne below, they landed at Whetstone-hill and took several
specimens.  'This projecting hill is a mass of greyish blue
schistus of considerable hardness, and about twenty feet perpen-
dicular, not regularly so, and from a quarter to two inches in
thickuess, but does not split with an even surface.

They landed again on the morning of the 9th, in sight of the
bayau dc Ja prairie de champignole, to examine and take speci-
mens of some free stone and blue slate. The slate 1s a blue
schistus, hard, bnttle, and unfit for the covering of a house;
none proper for that purpose have been discovered, except
on the Calfut, which Dr. Hunter met with in one of his ex-
cursions.

On the evcning of the 10th they encamped near Arclon’s
Troughs, having been only three days in descending the distance
which took them thirteen to ascend. 'They stopped sume time at
the camp of a Mr. Le Fevre. He is an intelligent man, a na-
tive of the lllinois, but now residing atthe Arkansas. He came
here with some Delaware and other Indians, whom he had fitted
out with goods, and receives their peltry, fur, &e. at a stipulated
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price, as it is brought in by the hunters. "Mr. Le Fevre pos-
sesses considerable knowledge of the interior of the country;
he confirms the accounts before obtained, that the hills or moun-
tains which give rise to this little river are in a manner insulated ;
that is, they are entirely shut in and iuclosed by the immense
plains or prairies which extend beyond the Red riVer, to the
south, and beyond the Missouri, or at least some of 1ts branch_es,
to the north, and range along the eastern base of the great chain,
or dividing ridge, commonly known by the name of the sand
hills, which separate the waters of the Mississippi from those
which fall into the Pacific ocean. The breadth of this great
plain is not well ascertained. It is said by some to be at certamn
parts, or in certain directions, not less than two hundred leagues;
but it is agreed by all who have a knowledge of the western
country, that the mean breadth is at least two-thirds of that dis-
tance. A hbranch of the Missouri, called the river Platte, or
Shallow river, is said to take its rise so far south as to derive its
first waters from the neighbourhood of the sources of the Red
and Askansa rivers, By the expression plains or prairies in this
place, is not to be understood a dead flat, resembling certain
savannas, whose soil is stiff and impenetrable, often nnder water,
and bearing only a coarse grass resembling reeds ; very different
are the western prairies, which expression signifies only a country
without timber. 'These prairies are neither flat nor hilly, but
undulating into gently swelling lawns, and expanding into spa-
cious vallies, in the centre of which' 1s always found a little tim-
ber growing on the banks of the brooks and rivulets of the
fiuest avaters. The whole of these prairies are represented to
be composed of the richest and most fertilé soil ; the most lux-
uriapt and succulent herbage covers the surface of the earth, in-
terspersed with millions of flowers and flowering shrubs, of the
most arnamental kinds. Those who have viewed only a skirt of
these prairies, speak of them with enthusiasm, as if 1t was only
there that nature was to be found truly perfect; they declare,
that the fertility and beauty of the rising grounds, the extreme
richness of the vales, the coolness and exeellent quality of the
water found m every valley, the salubrity of the atmosphere, and,
above all, the grandeur of the enchanting landscape which this
country presents, inspire the soul with sensations not to be felt
in any other region of the globe. This paradise is now very
thinly inhabited by a few tribes of savages, and by the immense
berds of wild cattle (bison) which people these countries. The
cattle perform regular migrations, according to the seasons, from
south to north, and from the plamns to the mountawns, and in due
tune, taught by their instincts, take a retrograde divection.. These

tribes move  the vear of the Lerds, and pick up stragglers, and
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stich as lag behind, which they kill with the bow and arrow, for
their subsistence. This country is not subjected to those sudden
deluges of rain which in most hot countries, and even in the Mis-
sissippi territory, tear up and sweep away with irresistible fury,
the crop and soil together: on the contrary, rain is said to becomé
more rare in proportion as the great chain of mountain is ap«
proached ; and it would seem that within the sphere of the at-
traction of those elevated ridges, little or no rain falls on the ad-
joining plains.  This relation is the more credible, as in that re-
spect our new country may resemble other flat or comparatively
low countries, similarly situated, such as the country lying be-
tween the Andes and the western Pacific; the plains are supplied
with nightly dews so extremely abundant, as to have the effect
of refreshing showers of rain; and the spacious vallies, which
are extremely level, may with facility be watered by the rills and
brooks which are never absent from these situations. Such 1s
the description of the better known country lying to the south of
Red river, from Nacogdoches towards St. Antonio, in the pro-
vince of Taxus: the richest crops are said to be procured there
without rain ; but agriculture in that quarter is at a low ebb ; the
small quantities of maize furnished by the country, is said to be
raised without cultivation. A rude opening is made in the earth,
sufficient to deposit the grain, at the distance of four or five fect,
in irregular squares, and the rest is left to nature. The soil is
tender, spongy, and rich, and seems always to retain humidity
sufficient, with the bounteous dews of Heaven, to bring the
-crops to maturity.

The Red and Arkansa rivers, whose courses are very long,
pass through portious of this fine countrv. They are both navi-
gable to an unknown distance by boats of proper construction ;
the Arkansa river is, however, understood to have greatly the
advantage with respect to the facility of navigation. Some dif-
ficult places are met with in the Red river below the Nakitosh,
after which it is good for one hundred and fifty leagues (probably
computed leagues of the country, about two miles each); there
the voyager meets with a very serious obstacle, the commence-
meut of the “raft,” as it is called; that is, a uatural covering
which conceals the whole river for an extent of seventeen
leagues, continually augmenting by the drift-wood brought down
by every considerable fresh. 'This covering, which for a consi-
derable time was only drift-wood, now supports a vegetation of
every thing abounding in the neighbouring forest, not excepting
trees of a considerable size; and the river may be frequentiy
passed without any knowledge of its existence. Itis said that
the annual inundation is opening for itself a new passage through
the low grounds near the hills; but it must be long before na-

02
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ture, unaided, will excavate a passage sufficient for the waters’ of
Red river. About fifty leagues above this natural bridge, is the
residence of the Cadeaux or Cadadoquies nation, whose good
qualities are already mentioned. The inhabitants estitnate the
post of Nakitosh to be half way between New Orleans and the
Cadeaux nation. Above this point the navigation of Red river
is said to be embarrassed by many rapds, falls, and shal-
lows. The Arkansa river is said to present a safe, agreeable,
and uninterrupted navigation as high as it is known. The
lands on each side are of the best quality, and well watered
with springs, brooks, and rivulets, affording many situations for.
mill-seats. From description, 1t would seem that along this
river there is a regular gradation of hill and dale, presenting their
extremities to the river; the hills are gently swelling eminences,.
and the dales spacious vallies, with living water meaundering
through them; the forests consist of handsome trees, chiefly
what is called open woods. The quality of the land is supposed
superior to that ou Red river, until it ascends te the prairie
country, where the lands on both rivers are probably similar.
About two hundred leagues up the Arkansa is an interesting
place, called the Salt prairie. There is a considerable fork of
the river there, and a kind of savanna where the salt water is
continually oozing out, and spreading over the surface of a plan.
During the dry summer season the salt may be raked up in large
heaps ; a natural crust of a hand breadth mn thickuess 1s formed
at this season. This place is not often frequented, on accouat of
the danger from the Osage Indians ; much less dare the white
bunters venture to ascend higher, where it is generally believed
that silver is to be found. It is further said, that high up the
Arkansa river salt is found in form of a solid rock, and may be
dug out with the crow-bar. The waters of the Arkuansa, like
those of Red river, are not potable during the dry season, being
both charged highly with a reddish earth or meuld, and extremely
brackish. This inconvenience is not greatly felt upon the Ark-
ansa, where springs and brooks of fresh water frequent : the Red
niver is understood not to be so highly favoured. Every account
seems tg prove that immeunse natural magazines of salt must
exist in the great chain of mountains to the westward ; as all the
rivers iu the summer season, which flow from them, are strongly
impregnated with that mineral, and are only rendered palat-
able after receiving the numerous streams of fresh water which
join them in their course. The gréat western prairies, besides
the herds of wild cattle (bison, commonly called buftaloe), are
also stocked with vast numbers of wild goat (not resembiing the
domestic goat), extremely swift footed: As the descriptien
given of this goat 1s not perfect, it may from its swiftness prove



ANTELOPE, UNICORN, ¥c. 109

o be the antelope, or it possibly may be a zoat which has escaped
from the Spanish settlements of New Mexico. A Canadian, whe
kad been much with the Indians to the westward, speaks of a wool-
bearing animal, larger than a sheep, the wool much mixed with
hair, which he had seen in large flocks. He pretends also to
have seen a unicorn, the smgle horn of which, he says, rises
out of the forchead and curls back, couveying the idea of the fos-
sil cornu ammonis. This man says, he has travelled beyond
the great dividing ridge so far as to have secn a large river How-
mg to the westward. "The great dividing mountaiu is se ofty,
that it requirestwo days to ascend from the base to its top ;. other
ranges of inferior mountams lie before and behind it ; they are
all rocky and sandy. Large lakes and vallies lie between the
mountains. Some of the lukes are so large as to contain consi-
derable islands, and rivers flow from some of them. Great
nummbers of fossil bones, of very large dimensions, are seen
among the mountains, which the Canadian supposes to be the
elephant. He does not pretend to have seen any of the precious
metals, but has seen a mineral which he supposes might vield
copper. From the top of the high mountain the view is bounded
bya curve us upon the ocean, and extends over the most beautiful
prairies, which seem to be unbonnded, particularly towards the
east, The finest of the lands he has seen are on the Missouri 3
no other can compare in richness and fertility with them. This
Canadian, as well as Le Fevre, speak of the Osages of tl.e
tribe of Whitehairs, as lawless and unpiincipled ; aud the other
Indian tribes hold them in abhorrence as a barbarons and uuci-
vilized race ; and the different nations who hunt in their neigh-
bourhood, have their concertiug plans for their destruction. On
the moraing of the 11th, the party passed the petit ecor a Fubri.
The osier, which grows on the beaches above, is not seen below
upon this river ; and here they began to meet with the small tree
called ¢ charnier,” which grows culy on the water side, and is met
with all the way down the Washita. "the latitude of 35° 40*
seems the northern boundary of the oue, and the southiern
boundary of the other of those vegctables.  Faving noticed the
limit sct to the long moss (Telandsia), on the ascent of the river,
in latitude 83°, Mr. Dunbar made inquiry of Mr. Le Fevre, as
to its existence on the Arkansa settlement, which is knownto he
in about the same parallel ; he caid, that its growth is limited
about ten miles south of the settlement, and that as remarkably
as if a line had been drawn east and we:t for the purpose, as 1t
ceases all at once, and not by degrees. Hence it appexrs, that
mture has marked with a distinguishing feature the line esta-
blished by congress, hetween the Orleans and Louisiana territo-
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ries. The cypress is not found on the Washita higher than 34
degrees of north latitude. . .

In ascending the river, they found their rate of going to exceed
that of the current about six miles and a half in twenty-four
hours ; and that on the 12th they had passed the apex of the tide
or wave, occasioned by the fresh, and were descending along am
inclined plane: as they encamped at night, they found themselves
in deeper water the next morning, and on a more el-evz.xted part
of the inclined plane than they had been in the preceding even-
ing, from the progress of the apex of the tide durmng therr.
repose. )

At noon, on-the 16th, they reached the post of the Washita.

Mr. Dunbar being anxious to reach the Natchez as early as
possible, and being unable to procure horses at the post, took a
canoe with one soldier and his own domegtic, to push downto ;the
Catahoola, from whence to Concord tltere is a road of thirty
milesacross the low grounds. He set off early on the morning
of the 20th, and at night reached the settlement of an old
hunter, with whom he had conversed on his way up the river.
This man informed him, that at the place called the Mine, on the
Little Missouri, there is a smoke which ascends perpgtually
from a particular place, and that the vapour is sometimes msup-
portable. 'The river, or a branch of it, passes over a bed of mi=
neral, which from the description given is, no doubt, martiak
pyrites. Inacreek, or branch of the Fourche a’ Luke¥, there 1¢
found on the beaches and in the cliffs a great number of globu-
lar bodies, some as large, or larger, than a man’s head, which,
when broken, exhibit the appearance of gold, silver, and preciouy
stones, most probably pyrites and crystalized spat. And at the
Fourche des Glaises a’ Paul (higher up the river than Fourche a”
Luke), near the river there is a cliff full of hexagonal prisms,
terminated by pyramids, which appear to grow out of the recks
they are from six to eight inches in length, and some of them are:
an inch in diameter. There are beds of pyrites found in severa¥
small creeks communicating with the Washita, but it appears that
the mineral indications are greatest on the Little Missouri, be-
cause, as before noted, some of the hunters actual'y worked on
t!xem, and sent a parcel of the ore to New Orleans. [t is the be-
lief here, that the mineral contzins precious metal, but that the:
Spanish government did not chouse a mine should be opened so
near to the British settlements. An express prohibition was is-
sued against working these mines.

* Three leagues above Ellis’s camp,
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At this place, Mr. Dunbar obtained one or two slips of the
“ bois d: arc” (bow wood, or vellow weod), from the Missouri.
The fruit wh.ch had fullen before maturity, lay upon the ground.
Some were of the size of a small orange, with a rind full of tu~
bercles ; the colour, though it appeared faded, still retained a re-
semblance to pale gold.

The tree in its native soil, when laden with its golden fruit
(nearly as large as the egg of an ostrich), presents the most
splendid appearance ; its foliage is of a deep gicen, resembling
the varuished leaf of the orange tree, and, upcn the whole, no
forest tree can compare with 1t in ornamental grindcur. The
bark of the young tree resembles, n texture, the dog-wood
bark. The appearance of th2 wood recommends it for trial as
an article which may yield a yellow dye. 1t is deciduous ; the
branches are numerous, and full of short thorns or prickles,
which seem to point it out as proper for hedges or live fences.
This tree is known to exist near the Nakitosh (perhaps in latitude
82¢), and upon the river Arkansa, high up (perhaps in la-
titude 36°) ; it is therefore probable that it may thrive from
latitude 38° to 40°, and will be a great acquisition to the
United States if it possess no other merit than that of being or-
namental. '

In descending the river, both Mr. Dunbar and Dr. Hunter
searched for the place said to yield gypsum, or plaister of Pa-
118, but failed. The former gentleman states, that he has no
doubt of its existence, having noted two places where it has
been found ; one of which is the first hill, or high land which
touches the river on the west, above the bayau (‘alwmet and
the other is the second bhizh land on the same side.  As
these are two points of the saine continued ridge, 1t 1s probable
that an immense body of gypsum will be found in the bowels
of the hills where they meet, and perhaps extending far beyond
them.

On the evening of the 22d Mr. Dunbar arrived at the Cata-
hoola, where a Frenchman of the name of Hebrard, who keeps
the terry across Black river, is settled.  Here the road from the
Washita forks, one branch of it leading to the settlement on
Red river, and the other up to the post on the Washita. The
proprietor of this place has been a hunter and a great traveller up
the Washita and into the western couutry: he confirms geuerally
the accounts received from others. It appears, from what they
say, that in the neighbourhood of the hot springs, but higher up,
among the mountains, and upon the Little Missouri, during the
sumnicr scason, explosions are very frequently heard, proceeding
from under tke ground : and not rarely a curious phenomenon is
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seen, which is termed the blowiny of the mountains ; it is con-
fined elastic gas forcing a passage through the side or top of a
bill, driving before ita great quantity of carth and mineral mat-
ter. During the winter season the explosions and blowing of
the mountamns. entirely cease, from whence we may conclude,
that the cause is comparatively superficial, being brought into
action by the jucreased heat of the more direct rays of the sum-
mer sun.

The confluence of the Washita, Catahoola, and Tenza, is an
mteresting place. 'The last of these communicates with the
Mississippi low lands, by the intervention of other crecks and
lakes, and by one in particular, called ¢ Bavau d’Argent,” which
emptics nto the Mississippi, about fourteen miles above Nat-
chez.  During high water there is a navization for batteaux of
any burthen along the bayau. A large lake, called St. Johu's
Iake, occupies a considerable port of the passage betwecn the
Mississippt and the Fenza ; 1t is in a horse-shoe form, and has,
at some former period, becn the bed of the Mississippi : the
nearest part of 1t1s about onc mile renroved from the river at the
present tine. This lake, possessing elevated banks, similar to
those of the river, has been latelv occupied and improved. The
Catahoola bayau is the third navigable stream: during the time
of the inundation there is an excellent communication by the
lake of that name, and trom thence, by large creeks, to the Red
river. 'The country around the point of wiion of these three
rivers 1s altogether alluvial, but the place of Mr. Hebrard’s resi-
dence is no longer subject to inundation. There 1s ne doubht,
that as the country augments in population and riches, this place
will become the site of a commercial inland town, which will
keep pace with the progress and prosperity of the country. One
of the Indian mouuts here is of considerable elevation, with a
species of rampart swrrounding a large space, which was, no
doubt, the position of a fortified town. ;

While here, Mr. Dunbar met with an American who pre-
tended to have been up the Arkansa river three hundred leagues.
The navigation of this river he says is good to that distance, for
boats drawing three or four feet water. Implicit faith, perhaps,
ought not to be given to his relation, respecting the quastity of
silver he pretends to have collccied there. He says lie has
found silver on the Washita, thirty leagues above the hot springs,
so rich, that three pounds of it yielded one pound of silver, and
that this wus found m a cave. He asserts, also, that the ore of
the mine upon the little Missouri, was carried to Kentucky,
by u person of the name of Boon, where it was found to vield
kugely i silver. This man savs he has been up the Red river
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likewise, and that there is a great rapid just below the raft, or
natural bridge, and several others above it} that the Caddo nation
is about fifty leagues above the raft, and near to their village
commences the country of the great prairies, which extend four
or five hundred miles to the west of the sand mountains, as they
are termed. These great plains reach far beyond the Red river
to the south, and northward over the Arkansa river, and among
the numerous branches of the Missouri. He coufirms the ac-
count of the beauty and fertility of the western country.

On the morning of the 25th Mr. Dunbar set out, on horse-
back, from the Catahoola to Natchez. The rain which had
fallen on the preceding days rendered the roads wet and muddy,
and it was two in the afternoon before he reached the Bayau
Crocodile, which is considered half way between the Black river
and the Mississippi. It is, one of the numerous creeks in the
low grounds which assist in venting the waters of the inundation.
On the margins of the water courses the lands are highest, and
produce ‘canes; they fall off, in the rear, into cypress swamps
and lakes. The waters of the Mississippi were rising, and it
was with some difficulty that they reached a house near Concord
that evening. This settlement was begun since the cession of
Louisiana to the United States, by citizens of the Mississippi
territory, who have established their residence altogether upon
newly acquired lands, taken up under the authority of the Spanish
commandant, and have gone to the expense of improvement
either in the names of themselves or others, before the 20th of
December, 1808, hoping thereby to hold their new possessions
under the sanction of the law. ‘

Exclusive of the few actual residents on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi, there are two very handsome lakes in the interior, on
the banks of which similar settlements have been made. He
crossed at the feriy, and at mid-day of the 26th reached his own
house. '

Dr. Hunter and the remainder of the party, followed Mr.
Dunbar, down the Washita, with the boat in which they ascend-
ed the river, and, ascending the Mississippi, reached St. Ca-
tharine’s landing on the morning of the 31st January, 1805.

LEWIS AND CLARKE.] 2
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THERMOMETER.
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ing moist.
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Cloudy.

Clear.
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and moderate.

Fine weather.
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Cloudy and moderate.
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