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TRAVELS 

IN 'l'HE 

INTERIOR P.A.RTS OF Al\IERIC1\. 

1\IESSAGE 
TO THE SE~ ATE A~ D HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 

THE UNITED STATES. 

J N pursuance of a measure proposed to congress by a mes­
sage of January 18th, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
and sanctioned by their appropriation for carrying it into exe­
cutiou, captain -Meriwether Lewis, of the first regiment of 
infantry, was appointed, with a party of men, to explore the 
river l\Iissouri, from its mouth to its source, and, crossing the 
highlands by the shortest portage, to seek thy best water com­
munication thence to t!1e Pacific ocean ; and lieutenant Clarke 
was appointed second in command. They '\Vcre to enter into 
conference with the Indian nations on their route, with a vievr to 
the establishment of commerce with them. 'f'hey entered the 
Missouri May fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
and on the first of November took up their winter quarters 
near the Mandan towns, 1609 miles ahoYe the mouth of tile 
river, in latitude 47° Ql' 47" north, and longitude 99° 24' 45'' 
west from Greenwich. On the eighth of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and five, they proceeded up the river in pursuance 
of the objects prescribed to them. A letter of the preceedino­
day, April serenth, from captain Lewis, is herewith commun~ 
cated. During his stay among the Mandans, he had been able 
to lay down the ::Missouri, according to courses and distances 
taken ou his passage up it, corrected by frequent observations of 
ougitude and latitude; and to add to the actual survey of this portion 
of the river, a general map of the country between the Mississippi 
and Pacific, fron'l the thirty-fourth to the fifty-fourth degrees 
of latitude. These additions are from information collected 
from Indians with whom he had opportunities of communicatiug, 
during his journey all(i residence \vith them. Copies of this 
map are now presented to both houses of congress. "\Vith these 
l communicate also a statistical view, procured and for\\'arded 
by him, of the Indian nations inhabiting the territories of Louisi­
ana, and the countries adjaceut to its northern and western bor .. 
ders ; of their commerce, and of other interesting circumstances 
re!lpecting them. 
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In order to render the statement as complete as may be, of 
the Indians inhabiting the country west of the l\fissi,~ippi, I add 
doctor Sibley's account of those residing in and aL~acent to the 
territory of Orleans. 

I communicate also, from the same person, an accOtmt of the 
Red river, according to the best information he had been able to 
collect. 

Having been disappointed, after considerable preparation, in 
the purpose of sending an exploring party up that river, in the 
summer of one thousand eight hundred and four, it was thought 
best to employ the autumn of that year in procuring a kn-ow­
ledge of an mteresting branch of the river called the 'Vashita. 
This ,,·as undertaken under the direction of ~Ir. Dunbar, of 
Natchez, a citizen of distinguished science, who had aided, 
and continues to aid us, with his disinterested and valuable ser­
vices in the prosecution of these enterprizes. He ascended the 
river to the remarkable hot springs uear it, in latitude .'34° 31' 
4". 86, longitude 92° 50' 45" west from Greenwich, taking its 
courses and distances, and correcting them by frequent celestial 
observations. Extracts from his observations, and copies of his 
map of the river, from its mouth to the hot spriu~"· make part 
of the present communications. The examinatiou of the Hed 
river itself, is but now commencing. 

TH . .JEFFEHSO~. 
Februar!J 19, ISOG. 

EXTRACT OF A LETfER FROM CAPTAI~ ::\IF.Rl'YF.THER 

LEWIS, TO THE PRESIDENT OF TilE l:NITED Sl'ATES, 
DATED 

Ful'l "llandan, April1'7th, 1805. 
DEAR SIR, 

HERE\\:ITH inclosed you will receive an invoice of certain 
articles, _which I h~ve forwarded to you from this place. Among 
other arttdes you \nll observe, Ly reference to the invoice, ()7 speci­
mens of earths, salts anrl minerals, :md Go specimens of plants: 
these are a~compat~ied by their respective labels, expressing the 
days on wlnch obtamed, places where found and also their vir-. ' tues and properties, when known. Bv means of these labels . ' reference may be made to the chart of the niissouri, forwarded 
to the secretary of war, ou which the encampment of each day 
bas been carefully ma~ked: thus the plact~s at which these speci­
l_nens have been obtamed, may be easily pointed out, or again 
found should any of them prove valuable to the commuuity on 
further investigation. 



STATE OF THE PARTY. 

You will also receive hcre";th inclosed, a part of capt. Clarke's 
private journal ; the other part you will find inclosed in a sepa­
rate tin box. This journal will serve to give you the daily de­
tails of our progress and transactions. 

I shall dispatch a canoe with three, perhaps four persons from 
the extreme navigable point of the 1\'Iissouri , or the portage be­
tween this river and the Columbia river, as either may first happen. 
l3y the return of this canoe, I shall send you my Journal, and 
some one or two of the best of those kept by my meu. I have 
sent a journal kept by one of the sergeants, to captain Stoddard, 
my agent at St. Louis,...-m order as much as possible to multiply 
the chances of sa\·ing something. 'Ve have encouraged our men 
to keep journals~ and ~even of them do, to whom in this re­
spect we give every assistance in our power. 

I have transmitted to the £ecretary at war, every information 
relative to the geography of the country which we po!!>sess, toge­
ther with a view of the Indian nations, containing information 
relative to them, on those points with which l conceived it im­
portant that the government should be informed. 

By reference to the muster rolls fohvarded to the war depart­
ment, you "ill see the state of the party ; in addition to which 
v;e have hvo interpreters ; one negro man, servant to capt. 
Clarke ; one Indian woman, wite ,to one of the interpreters, and a 
!\landau man, whom we take with a view to restore peace be­
tween the Snake Indians, and those in this neighbourhood, 
amounting in total with ourselves to 33 persons. By means of 
the interpreters and Indians, we shall be enabled to converse with 
all the Indians that we shall probably meet with on the ~Iissouri. 

1 have forwarded to the secretary at war my public accounts, 
rendered up to the present day. They have been much longer 
delayed than I had any idea they would have been, when we de­
parted from the Illinois ; but this delay, under the circumstances 
which [ \Vas compelled to act, has been unavoidable. The pro­
vision peroque and her crew, could not have been dismissed in time to 
have returned to St. Louis last fall, without evidently, in my opi­
uion, hazarding the fate of the enterprize in which I am engaged; 
and 1 therefore did not hesitate to prefer the censure that I may 
have incurred by the detention of these papers, to that of risking 
in any degree the .success of the expedition. To me the deten­
tion of these papers has formed a serions source of djsquiet and 
anxiety ; and the recollection of your particular charge to me on 
this subject, has made it ~till more poignant. 1 am fully a\>Yare 
of the inconvenieuce which must have arisen to the wur depart· 
ment, from the want of these vouchers, previous to the last ses­
sion of congress, but how to avert it was out of my power to 
devise 
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From this place we shall send the barge and cre'v enrly to-morrow 
morning, with orders to proceed as expeditiousl): as possible !o 
St. Louis; by her we senrl our dispatches, which I !rust will 
get safe ·to hand. H ~r crew consi!'ts of ten able bodied men, 
well armed and provided with a sufficient stock of provisi?n to 
last them to St. Louis. I have but little doubt but thev w1ll be 
fired on by the Siouxs ; but they have pledged themsefves to us 
that they ,~~,·ill not yield while there is a man of them Jiving. 
Our baggage is all embarked on board six smalJ canoes, and two 
peroques ; we shall set out at the same moment that we dispatch 
the barge. One, or perhaps both of these peroques, we shall 
leave at the falls of the ~\Iissouri, from whence we inteud con­
tinuing our voyage in the canoes, and a peroque of skins, the 
frame of which was prepared at Harper's ferry. This peroque 
is now in a situation which will enable us to prepare it in the 
course of a few hours. As our vessels are now small, and the 
current of the river much more moderate, "·e calculate upon 
travelling at the rate of 20 or 25 miles per day, as far as the 
falls of the Missouri. Beyond this point, on the first range of 
rocky mountains, situated about 100 milE:s further, any calcu­
lation with respect to our daily progress, can be little more than 
bare conjecture. The circumstances of the Snake Indians pos­
sessing large quantities of horses, is much in our favour, as by 
means of horses the transportation of our bag~age \\·ill be ren­
dered easy and expeditious over ]and, from the l\lissouri to the 
Columbia river. Should this river not prove navigable '"here 
we first meet '"'ith it, our present intention is, to continue our 
march by land down the river, until it becomes so, or to the 
Pacific ocean. The map, which has been forwarded to the 
secretary of war, \\·ill give you the idea we entertain of tha 
connection of these river~, which has been formed from the 
corresponding testimony of a number of Indians, who have vi­
sited that country, and who ha·re been separately and carefull_v 
examined on that subject, and we therefore think it entitled to 
some degree of confidence. Since our arrival at this place, 
we have subsisted principally on meat, with which our guns 
have supplied us amply, and have thus been enabled to reserve 
the parched meul, portable soup, and a coniiiderable proportion 
of pork and flour, which we had intended for the more difficult 
parts of our voyage. If Indian information can be credited, the 
vast quantity of game with which the country abounds through 
which we are to pass, leaves u~ but little to apprehend from the 
want of food. 

We do not calculate on completing our voyage within tkae 
preRent year, but expect to reach the Paci~ic ocean, and return 
as far as the head of the 1\lissouri, or puhaps to this place, 
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betore winter. You may therefore expect me to meet you at 
·-rv1 ontachello in September, 1806. On our return we shall 
probably pass down theY cllow Stone river, which, from Indian 
information, waters one of the fairest portions of this continent. 

1 can see no material or probable obstruction to our progress, 
and entertain, therefore, the most sanguine hopes of complete 
succe~s. As to myself, individually, l nevtr enjoyed a more 
perfect state of good health than I have since we commenced 
our voyage. 1\'1 y inestimable friend and companion, captain 
Clarke, has also enjoyed goo(l health generally. At this mo­
Jnent. every individual of the party is in good health and excel-. 
lent spiritB,. zealously attached to the enterprize, and anxious to 
proceed: not a whisper of discontent or murmur is to be heard 
among them ; but ail in u11ison act with the most perfect har­
mony. \Yith such men I have every thing to hope, aud but 
little to fear. 

Be so good as to present my most affectionate regard to all 
my friends, and be assured of the sincere and unalterable attach­
lnent of 

Your most ohedient servant, 

~IEHIWETHER LE\YJS, 
Captain of lst U.S. regiment of infantry. 

Tn. JEFFERsoN, 

President qf the Cnited States. 

}\. 

B. 

A S'fATISTIC1\L \'IE\V 
0~' THE 

IJ\:r-DIAN NATIONS 
INHABITING 

THE TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA 

AND THE 

COUNTRIES ADJACENT TO ITS NORTHERN AND 

WESTERN BOUNDARIES. 

EXPLA~ATORY REFERENCES. 

The names of tlte Indian nations as usually spelt and pro­
nounced in the Eno·li~h latwuaue, b b b 

Primitive Indian names of nations and tribes, English or-
thography, the syllables producing the sounds by which 
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the Indians themselves express the name of their respec­
tive nationl!.l. 

C. .r.;ic k -names, or those \'rhich have generally obtained among 
the Canadian traders 

D. 'The language they speak, if primitive, marked witk a * 
otherwise derived from, and approximating to the 

E. Number of villages. 
F. Number of tents or lodges of the roving lands. 
G. Numbers of warriors. 
H. 'fhe pr~bable number of souls. 
1. The rivers on which they rove, or on wl1ich their villages 

are situated. 
J. The names of the nations or companies with whom they 

maintain their principal commerce or traffic. 
K. The plaee on which their traffic is usually carried on. 
L. The amount of merchanciise necessarv for their annual con· 

sumption, estimated in dollars at tl{e St. Louis prices. 
}tl. The estimated amount in dollars, of their annual returns 

at the St. Louis prices. 
N. The species of pel tries, furs and other articles\\ hich they 

annually supfly or furnish. 
0. The sptcies o peltrics, furs aml other articles which tbe 

natural productions of their country would enable thenl 
to furnish, provided proper encouragement \Yas given 
them. 

P. The places at which it vrould be mutually advantageous to. 
form the principal establishments, in order to supply the 
several 1 ndian nations with merdt3Jldise. 

Q. The names of the India11 nations with whom they are at war. 
]{. The names of the-Indian nations with wh<:Jm they maintain 

a friendly allianc~, or with whom they are united by ip ... 
tercourse or marnage, 

S. 1\liscellaneous remarks, 

NOTATIOXS. 
-over a, denotes that a sounds as in caught, taught, &c. 
l\ over a, cienotes that it :munds as in dart, part, &c. 
« without notation has its primitive sound as in ray, hay, 

&c. cxC('pt only when it is followed by r or ti', in which 
case it sounds as ii. 

, ~et underneath denotes a small pause., the word beillg di­
vided by it into two parts. 

TilE I~DL\N TRADE. The sums stated under and 
opposite " L ~ are the amotmts of merchandise annually fur· 
nished the several nations of Iudiam, including all incidental ex~ 
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penses of transportation, &c. incurred by the mercl1ants '"hich 
generally averages about one third of the whole amount. 1'he 
merchandise is estimated at an advance of I 25 per cent .. on the 
sterliug cost. It appears to me that the amount of merchandise 
wl11ch the Indians have been in the habit of receiviug annua11y, 
is the best standard by which to regulate the quantities necessary 
for them in the first instance; they will always consume as much 
merchandise as they can pay for, and those with whom a regu­
lar trade has been carried on have generally receiwd that 
quantity. 

The amonnt of their returns st::Jted under and opposite " M" 
are estimated by the peltry standard of St. Louis, which i-s 40 
cents per pound for deer skins; (i.e.) all furs and peltries are 
first reduced by their comparative value to lhs. of merchantable 
deer skins, which are then estimated at 40 cents per lb. 

These establishments He not mentioned as being thought it~­
portant at present in a governmental point of view. 

A. Grand Osftge. 
J3. Bar-har-chft. 
C. Grand Zo. 
D. * 
E. Two. 
};'. 

G. 1.200. 
H. 5.ooo. 
I. At the three forks of the Arkansas river, ~nd eighty leagues 

up the Osage river, ou the south ~ide. 
J. Merchant~ of St. Louis. 
K. At their villages. 
L. 15.000. 
M. 20.000 
N. Principally skins of the small deer, black bear, some hea­

ver, and a few otters and rackoons. 
0. Small deer skins, black bear, and a much larger proportion 

of beaver, otter, rackoon, and muskrat~. 
P. About the three forks of the Arkansas river, 600 miles from 

its junction with the .Mississippi. 
Q. \Vith all their Indian neighbors, except the Little o~age, 

until the United States took possession of Louisiana. 
R. \Yith the Little Osage only. 
S. Claim the country within the following limits, viz. commencini 

at the mouth of a south branch of the Osage river, calle. 
Neangua, aud with the same to its source, thenc~ $QUth.. 

LEWIS AND CLAUI{E.] B 
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wardly to intersect the J}.rkans~s abo~t one bq.ndr~d RJilet 
below the ~hree forks of th~t river; thenc~ ~P t~e princip;U,. 
J:>ranch of the s~me, ~o the confluence of a l~tge I)Grth"7 
~ardli.._ branch, of th~ s~n~e, I. ying. a c<msiderable distanc~ 
west 'm' the Great ~alme, a~d with that ~tream ne~rly tQ 
its source: thence northwardly, towards the .;Kansas river, 
~mbraci.ng the waters of the upper portion of th~ Osag~ 
river, and thence obliquely approaching the ~arne to th~ 
beginning. The climate is delightful, and the soil f~rtil~ 
in the PXtreme. The face of the country is generally levei, 
and \'I ell watered; the eastern part of ~he country is ~overe4 
with a variety of' excellent timber; the western,and middl~ 
~ountry high prairies. It embraces within its limits four 
~aiines; which are, in point of magnitude and escellence, 
unequalled by any known in ~ orth America; there are 
also many others of less 1~ote. The priQ~ipal part of 
the Great Osa1=c have always resided at tli.eir villages, on the 
Osage river, since· they have been known to the inhabitants of 
Lc.uisiana. About three years since, near I y one half of this 
;nation, headed by their chief the Big-track, e~igrated to 
the three forks of the Arkansas, near which, and on it~ 
north side, tLey established a village, where they now reside~ 
The Little Osage formerly resided. Oil the s. w. side of 
~he Missouri, near the mouth of Grand river; but bein~ 
reduced by. continual '\Varfare- with their nei~hbors, wer: 
compelled to seek the protection of the Great Osage, near 
\vhom they now reside. There is no doubt but their trade 
will increas~ ; they c@uld furnish a ·much larger quantity of 
peaver than ,'they qo. I think two villages,' on the Osao·e 
river, might be prevailed on to remove to the Arkans:s, 
and the Ka~sas, higher up the Missouri, and tht1s leave a 
.sufficient scope of country for the Shawnees, Dillewars, 
1\'Iiames, and Kickapoos. The Osages cultivate corn" 
beans, &c. · 

.A. Little O~ftg~ • 

.B. Ood'-z~t-tftth ·. 
C. Petit Zo~ 
D. Osage.· 
E. One. · 
F. 
G. soo. 
H. Lsoo. 
I. Near tlie great Osag~s. 
J ~ ~erchants of St. Loui~. 
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k. At their village; 
L. 5.ooo. 
M. s.ooo. , .. 
. N. The sanie as the Great Osages. 
0. The saine as the Great Osa!.tes~ 
P. The same as the Great Osag~s. 
Q. 'Vith all their Indian neighbors, except the Great Osa~e~ 
H. With the Great Osage only. 
S. See page J 1, S. 

A. Kanzas. 
B. Kar'-sa; 
c .. Kah. 
D. Osage~ 
E. One~ 
F. 
G. soo~ 
II. 1.200. . 
1. ·Eighty leagues up the Kanzas ri·v·er, or the north sideo 
J. ~lerchants of St. Louis. 

11 

K. On the Missouri above the mouth of the Karizas river, not 
station~ry, and at their village~ 

1..~. 5.000. 
1\'1.8000 • 
. N. The same as the Osage, with buffaloe grease and robes. 
0. The same as the Osage. 
P. On the north side of the Kanzas river, at a bluff one and 

a half mile.s from its confluence with the ~1 is:.:ouri. 
Q. With all nations within their reach. 
R. They are sometimes at peace with the Ottoes and b1issouris, 

with whom they are partially intl'rm~rried. 
S. The limits of the countJ:y they claim is not known. The· 

country in which they r~side, and from thence to the Mis­
souri, is a delightful one, and generally 'rell \Vatered and 
covered with excelleilt titnber_: they hunt on the upper part of 
Kanzas and Arkanzas rivers; their trade may be expected to 
jncrease with proper management. At present they are a 
dissolute, lawless banditti ; frequently pluhder their traders; 
and commit depredations on persons ascending and desem.l­
ing the 1\iissomi river : population rather increasing~ 
These people, as well as the Great and Little Osages, are 
stationary, at their villages, from about the l 5th of March 
to the 15th of May, and again from the 15th of August to 
the 15th of October : ·the balance of the year is appro-. 
priated to hunting. They cultivate corn, &c. · 

:B ~ 
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A. Ottoes. 
B. \VaJ-doke-tah-tah. 
C. La Zoto. 
D. Missouri. 
J~. Ottoes and l\1 issouris, one. 
F. 
G. 1120. 
H. 500. 
I. South side of the nver Platte, fifteen leagues from itt 

mouth. 
J. 1\tierchants of St. Lo11is. 
1\.. On the 1\Iissouri, bdow the nver Platte; not ~..stationary, 

and at their villages. 
L. 4.000, includiug the ~Iissouris. 
l\I. 8.000, including the ~1 issvuris. 
N. Principally deer skins, black bear, a greater proportion of 

beaver than the Osage, some otter and rackoons. 
0. Skins of the deer, black bear, beaver, otter, rackoon, 

muskrats and wolves, buffaloe robes, tallow and grease, 
bear's oil, deer and elk tallow, elk skins dressed and in 
parchment, all in much larger quantites than they do at 
present. 

P. The Council Bluff, on the S \V. side of the Missouri, 
fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte. 

Q. \Vith the J\Iahas, Pon'dl.rs, Sioux, the Great and Littlo 
Osage, Kanzas and Lonps. 

R. \\Tith the Panis proper, Saukees and Renars. 
S. They have no idea of an exclusive possession of any coun· 

try, nor do they assign themselves any limits. I do not be­
lieve that they would object to the introduction of any ''"ell 
disposed Indians : they treat the traders with respect aud 
hospitality, generally. In their occupations of hunting and 
cultivation, they are the same with the Kanzas and Osage. 
They hunt on the Saline, Nimrnehaw rivers, and west of 
them in the plains. The country in which they hunt lic5 
\Yell ; it is entremely fertile and well watered ; that part of 
it which borders on the l\immehaw and Missouri possesses 
a· good portiou of tirnuer : population rather increasiug. 
They have always resided near the place their village i~ 
situated, and are the descendants of the .M.issouris. 

'\. 1\!Iissouris. 
B. N ew'-d:upcha. 
C. ~lissouri. 
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D.* 
E. See page 14, E. 
F. 
G. so. 
l-I. 300. 
I. With the Ottoes. 
J. Merchants of St. Louis. 
K. Same as Ottoes, see page lb, K . 
. L. See page 15, L. 
1\II. See page 15, ~.I. 
N. Same ai tlH· Ottoes, page 15, N. 
0. :~:.me as the Ottoes, do. 0. 
P. The Council Bluff, on the S. 'N. side of the Missouri,. 

fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte. 
Q. \Yitf1 the l\1ahas, Poucars, Sioux, the Great and Little 

Osage, Kanzas and Loups. 
R. \Vith the Panis vroper, Saukees and Renars. 
S. These are the renu~ant of the most tmmerous nation inha~ 

biting the :Misstmri, when first known to the French. 
rfheir ancient all(l most principal village W:lS situated in an 
extensive and fertile plain on the north bank of the Mis­
souri, just below the entrance of the Grand river. Re­
peated attacks of the small pox, together with their war 
·with the Saukees and Renars, has reduced them to their 
}Hesent state of dependence on the Ottoes, with whom they 
reside, as \'rell in their village as on their hunting excur­
sions. The Ottoes view them as their inferiors, and some­
times tr":·at them amiss. These people are the real pro­
prietors of an extensive and fertile country lying on the 
Missouri, above their ancient village for a considerable 
distance, and as low as the moqth of the Osage river, 
and thence tha Mississippi. 

A. Panias proper. 
B. Pa-nee. 
C. Grand Par. 
D.* 
E, Dlle. 
F. 
G 400. 
H. 1600. 
I. South side of the river Platte~ thirty leagues fn>m its 

mouth. 
J . Merchants of St. Louis. 
K. On the l\lissouri, below the river Plattr::, not st~tionary, 

and at their village. 
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L. 6.400, including the Panias Republican. 
M. 10.000, including the Panias Republican. • . . .· , 
N. Fine beaver principally, a considerable proport1011 of beaa 

ver, some robes and a few rackoons: 
0. Skins of the beaver, otter, rackoon, muskrats and wolveSJ 

baffaloe robes, tallow and grease; elk skins and grease, 
also a number of horses. 

P. The Council Bluff, on the S. W- side of the Missouri; 
fifty miles above the month of the river Platte. 

Q. With the Pania-pique, Great and Little Osage, Kanzas, La 
Play, Sioux, Ricaras and Paducas. 

:a,. With the Loups, Mahas, Poncars, Ottoes, 1V1i86ouris and 
~ Avauwais. .-
S. With respect to their idea of the possession of soil, it is 

similar to that of the Ottoes ; they hunt on the sonth side 
of the river Platte, higher up and on the head of the 
Kanzas. A great proportion of this country is open plains, 
interspersed, however, with groves of tirpber, which are 
most generally found itl,. the vicinity of the water courses. 
It is generally fertile and well watered ; lies level, and free 
of stone. They have resided in the country which they now 
inhabit, since they were known to the whites. Their trade 
is a. valuable orie, from. the large proportion of heaver and 
otte1· whic_h they furnish, and it may be expected yet to in­
ct·ease, as those animals are still abundant in their country. 
,.rhe periods of their residence at their village and hunting, 
are similar to the Kanaas and Osages. Their population 
is increasing. They are friendly and hospitable to all '""bite 
persons; pay great respect and deference to their traders, 
with whom they are punctual in the payment of their debts. 
They are, in all respects, a friendly, \\·ell disposed people. 
They cultivate corn, beans, ~dons, &.-c, · 

A. Panis Republican, 
B. Ar-rah-pa ... hoo', 
C. Republic. 
D. Pania. 
~: Panias proper and Panias Republican live in the sam~ village., 

G. soo. 
H~ 1.400. 
t With the Panias proper, 
J. Merchants of St. Louis. 
K. See page 1.7 K. . 
L. See pag~ 17 K. 
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M. See page 17 M. 
N. ·See page 17 N. 
0. See page 17 0; 
P. See page 17 P. 
Q. See page 17 Q, 

li 

R. See page 17 R. 
~. Are a branch of the Pania proper; or, a~ they are frequently 
· termed, the Big P.a1Jclt. About ten years si11ce they with­

drew themselves from the mother n~ion, and established a 
village ou a large northwardly branch of the Kanzas, to 
which they have given name ; they afterwards subdivided 
and liyed in different p~rts of the country on the waters of 
Kanzns river ; but being harassed by their turbulent neigh­
~ors, the Kanzas, they rejoined the Panias proper last 
spring. \Vhat has been said with respect to the Panias pro­
per is =:tpplicable to these people, except that they hunt 
principally ou the Republican river, which ,is !;letter stoc.ked 
with timber than that hunted by the Panias • 

.A. Panias ~oups (or Wqlves.) 
}3. Sked-e-ree. 
~. La Loup. 
D. Pania. 
E. One .. 
F. 
G. 2so. 
H. 1.000. 
l. On· the 1S'. E. side of the \\,. olf river, branch of the river 

Platte, S6 leagues from it:i mouth. 
J. Merchants of St. Louis. 
K. At the village of the Panias. 
~. 2. 400.• 
M. :J. soo. 
N. See p~ge 17 N. 
0. See page 17 0. 
P. See page 17 P. 
Q. \'Vith Pania-picque, Great and Little Osage,_ Kanzas, Le' 

Pla~s, Sioux~ Ricaras, Malms, Poncars; Ottoes and Mis­
~ouns. 

R. Panias proper, and Panias Republican. 
S. 'fhese are also a branch 'of the Pauias proper, who sepa­

rated thems~lves from that nation many years since, and 
e-stablished themselves on a north branch of the river Platte, 
to which their name was also given : these people have 
likewise no idea of an exclusive right to any portion of the 
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country. They hunt on the \:.V olf river above their vil~age, 
and on· the river· ·Platte above th~ mouth of that nver. 
This country-is very similar to tlmt of tl~e Pauias _proper; 
thourrh there is an extensiv,e body of fertile well timbered 
)and e. between the \Volf river below their village and the 
river Corn de Cerf, or Elkhorn river. They cultivate 
<'Oro, beans, &c. The particulars related of the othe~ !'a­
nias is also applicable tv them. They are seldom VISited 
by any trader, and therefore usually bring their furs and 
peltry to the village of the Panias proper, where they traffic 
with the whites. 

A. lMahas. 
D. O' -ma'-ha. 
C. La Mar. 
D. Osage; with different ac~ent; some words peculiar to them-

selves. 
E. 
F. 60. 
G. 150. 
H. 6oo. 
I. 'fhe river Quicnrre anrl the head of the "Volf river, 
J. Merchants of St. Louis. 
K. At their old village, though no trade latterly. 
L. 4.000, including the Pon'dtrs. 
M. 7.000 including the Pon'cars. 
N .' See page 17, N. · 
0. The same as the Ottoes' and Missouris", with the addition of 

skins of the :Misso~•i·i antelope, (called cabri', by the inha~ 
bitants of the Illinois.) 

P. See page i7, P. 
Q. Great and Little Osage, Kanzac;;, Loups, Ottoes, Missouris, 

and all the Sioux, except the Yankton Ahna. 
R. l'\'ith the P~:nias proper, Panias Republicans, Yanktons 

Ahna, Sauk~es, Renars, and Ayouwais. 
S. They have no idea of exclusive possession of soil. About 

ten years since, they boasted 700 warrior~. They bav~ 
lived in a village, on the west baJlk of the Missouri, 236 
miles above the mouth of the river Pla!te, where thev ('Ul- . 

tivated corn, beans, and melons·:, they were warlik~, and 
the terror of their neigh bou.rs. In the ~ummer and au~umn 
of J 802, !hey were visited by 'the small-pox, ·which re­
duced the1r numbers to so1nething less than 300 ; they 
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, S. W AHP ATONE. Claim the country in which they 
rove on the N. W. side of the river St. Peters, from their vil­
lage to the month of the Chippeway river, and thence north 
eastwardly towatds the bead of the Mississippi, including the 
Crow-wing river. Their lands are fertile, and generally well 
timbered. They are only stationary while the traders are with 
them, which is from the beginning of October to the last of 
March. Their trade is ~upposed to be at its greatest extent. 
They treat their traders with respect, and seldom attempt to rob 
them. This, as well as the other Sioux bands, act, in all re­
spects, as independently of each other as if they were a distinct 
nation. 

S. M INDAW ARCARTON. 'Tis the only band of Sioux 
that cultivates corn, beans, &c. and these even cannot properly 
be termed a stationary people. They live in tents of dressed 
leather, which they transport by means of horses and dogs, and 
ramble from place to place during the greater part of 
the year. They are friendly to their own traders ; but the in,. 
veterate enemies to such as supply their enemi{ s, the Chippe· 
ways, with merchandise. They also claim the country in which 
they hunt, commencing at the entrance of the river St. Peters,· 
and extending upwards, on both sides of the ~Iississippi ri­
ver, to the mouth of the Crow-wing rin'r. The land is fertile, 
and well watered; lies level, and sufficiently timbered. Their 
trade cannot be expected to increase much. 

S. WAHPACOOTA. They rove in the country south 
west of the river St. Peters, from a place called the Ifardwood 
to the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river; never stationary 
but when their traders are \rith them, and this does not happen 
at any regular or fixed point. At present they treat their traders 
tolerably well. Their trade cannot be expected to increase 
much. A great proportion of their country is open plai1is, lies 
level, and is tolerably fertile. They maintain a partial traffic.;. 
with the Yanktons and Tetons to the west of them ; to these 
they barter the articles which they obtain from the traders on 
the river St. Peters, and receive in return horses, sonic robes 
and leather lodges. . 

S. SISSATONE. They claim the country in wl1ich they 
rove, embracing the upper portions of ·Llie H1·d river, of lake 
\Vinnipie, and St. Peters: it is a level country, mtersected \. i.d1 

many small lakes ; the land is fertile and free of stone; the ma-
. jority of it open plains. This couutr.~ abounds more in the va­
luable fur animals, the heaver, otter and marten, tban any portion 
of Louisiana yet known. This circmmtance furui,~hes the Sis· 
satones with the means of purchasing more rlltrchandise, in 
proportion to their number, than any natwn in this quarter. 

LEWIS AND CLARKE.] c 
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A great proportion of this merchandise is reserved by thellf 
for their trade with the Tetons, whom they annually meet at 
some point previously agreed on, upon the waters of James 
river, in the month of :May. This Indian fair is frequently at­
tended by the Yank tons of the North and Ahnah. The Sissatones 
and ·Yank tons of the North here supply the others witb consider­
able quantities of arms, ammunition, axes, knives, kettles, cloth, 
and a variety of other articles; and receive in return principally 
horses, which the others have stolen or purchased from the na­
tions on the .. Missouri and west of it. They are devoted to the 
interests of their traders. 

S. YANKTONS of the NORTH. This band, although 
they purchase a much smaller quantity of merchandise than the 
Sissa:tones, still appropriate a considerable proportion of what 
they do obtain in· a similar manner with that mentioned of the 
Sissatones. This trade, as small as' it may appear, has been 
sufficient to render the Tetons independent of the trade of the 
Missouri, in a great measure, and has furnished them with the 
means not only of distressing and plundering the traders of the 
Missouri, but also, of plundering and massacreing the defence­
Jess savages of the Missouri, from the mouth of the river 
Platte to the Minetares, and west to the Rocky mountains. 
The country these people inhabit is almost one entire plain, 
uncovered with timber ; it is extremely level ; the soil fertii~, 
and generally well watered~ 

S. YANKTONS AHNAH-. These are the best disposed 
Sioux who rove on the banks of the Missouri, and· these even will 
not suffer any trader to ascead the river, if they .can possibly 
avoid it: they have heretofore, invariably, arrested the progress 
of all those they have met with; and generally compelled them. to 
trade at the prices, nearly, which they themselves think proper ·to 
fix on their merchandise : they seldom commit any fu-rther acts 
of violence on the whites. They sometimes visit the river De­
moin, where a partial trade has been carried on with them, for 
a few years past,· by a ~fr. Crawford. Their trad~, if well 
regulated, might be rendered· extremely valuable. Their country 
is a very fertile one ; it consists of a mixture of wood-lands 
and prairies. The land bordering on the l\'lissouri is princi­
pally. plains with but little timber. 
S. TETONS BOIS BRULE'. ~Theseare the vilest 

TETONS OKAN DANDAS. miscreants of the 
TETONS MINNAKI.i\ EAZZO. savage race, and 
rrETONS SAHONE. must ever remain 

the pirates of the Missouri, until such measures are pursued, 
by our government, as will make them feel a dependance on its 
will for their supply of merchandise. Unless these people are 
reduced to order, by coercive measures, I run ready to pronounce 
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that the citizens of the United States can never ettioy but par­
tially the advantages which the l\'1 issouri presents. Relying ··on 
a regular supply of merchandise, through the channel of the 
river St. Peters, they view with contempt the merchants of the 
Missouri, whom they never fail to plunder, when in their power. 
Persuasion, or advice, with them, is viewed as supplication, 
and only tends to inspire them with contempt for thost- who 
offer either. The tameness with which the traders of the Mis­
souri have heretofore submitted to their rapacity, has tended not 
a little to inspire them with contempt for the white persons who 
visit them, through that channeL A prevalent idea among 
them, and one which they make the rule of their conduct, is, 
that the more illy they treat the traders the greater quantity of 
merchandise they will bring them, and that they will thus obtain 
the articles they wish on better terms ; they have endeavoured to 
inspire the Ricaras with similar sentiments, but, happily, with­
out any considerable effect. The cmmtry in "Yhich these four 
.,band.s rove is one continued plain, with scarcely a tree to he 
~een, except on the water-courses,. or the steep declivities of hills, 
which last are but rare : the land is ferti1e, and lies extremely 
wen for cultivation ; many parts of it are but badly watered. 
It is from this country that the Missouri derives most of ,its 
colouring matter ; the earth is itrongly impregnated with glau­
ber salts, alum, copperas and sulphur, and ,,·hen saturated with 
water, immense bodies of the hills precipitate themselves into 
the Missouri, and mingle with its waters. The waters of this 
river have a purgative effect on those unaccustomed to use it. 
1 doubt whether these people can ever be induced to become 
stationary ; their trade might be made valuable if they were. re­
duced to orcler. They claim jointly with the other bands of the 
Sioux-, aH the country lying withir;t the following limits, viz. be .. 
ginning of the confluence of the river Demoin and Mississippi, 
thence up the west side of the 1\tlississippi to the mouth of the St. 
Peters river, thence ou both sides of the ~1ississippi to the mouth of 
Crow-wing river ,and upwards with that stream, including the waters 
of the upper part of the same; thence to include the waters cf 
the upper portion of Red river, of lake \Vinnipie, and down 
the same nearly to Pembenar river, thence a south-westerly 
.:ourse to intersect the 'Missouri at or near the Mandans, and 
with that stream downwards to the entrance of the Warrecunne 
creek, thence passing the Missouri it goes to include the lower 
portion of the river Chyenne, all the waters of \Vhite river ar\d 
river Teton, includes the lower portion of the river Quicurre, 
and returns to the Missouri, and with that str~am downwards to 
the mouth of Waddipon river, and thence eastwardly to intersect 
the Mississippi at the beginning. 

~ ~ 
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A. Chyennes. 
B. Sh~tr'-ha. 
C. la Chien • 

.. D.* 
E. 
F. 110. 
G. soo. 
H. 1200. 

'I' RAVELS IN AMERICA. 

I. About the source of the river Chyennc, in the black hills. 
J. Mr. Loiselle, & Co. of St. Louis. 
K. On the river Chyenne, not stationary, aud at the Ricaraa 

village. 
L. 1.500. 
M.2.ooo. 
N. Buffaloe robes of best quality. 
0. Buffaloe robes, tallow, grease, and dried meat, skins of the 

beaver, small and large foxes, small and large wolf, ante­
lope, elk and deer in gn~at abundance; also, elk and deers' 
tallow, a few grizzly bear, skins of the white bear, and 
big~horned antelopes. 

P. At, or near the mcuth of Chyenne river. 
·Q. A defensive war with the Sioux, and at war with no other 

within my knowledge. 
R. With all their neighbours except the Sioux. 
S. They are the remnant of a nation once respectable in po~nt 

of ·number: formerly resided on a branch of the Red 
river of Lake Winnipie, which still bears their name. Be ... 
ing oppressed by the Sioux, they removed to the west side 
of the .Missouri, about l!J miles below the mouth of 
Warricunne creek, where they built and fortified a village, 
but being pursued by their ancient enemies the Sioux, they 
fled to the Black hills, about the heacl of the Chyenne ri­
ver, "here they wander in quest of the bt\ffaloe, having 
no fixed residence. They do not ctJitivate. They are 
well disposed towards the whites, and might easily be in .. 
duced to settle on the l\Tissouri, if they could be assured 
of being protected from the Sioux. Their number annq .. 
~lly diminishes~ Their trade may be made valuable, 

A. VvetepaMt'to€s. 
B. We-te-pa-ha'-to. 
C. \Vete-uaha~oe~, 
D.* t-

i~~ 
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F. 70. includin~ the Kiftwas. 
G. 200, including the f~iawas. 
H. 700, including the Kiawas. 
I. On the Paduca fork of the river Platte. 
J. l\ o trader. 
K. L. ~I. N. 
0. The s:•me as the Tetons. (see first table) also horses. 

Sl 

P. At, or J;-·ar the mouth of Chvenne river. 
Q. A defettsiV"' .,, ar wilh the Sioux, and at war with no otha· 

within my knowledge. 
R. \Yith all their wandt'rinJ! neigh hours to the west, and particu­

larly with Hicara..:. Mandans, Minatares, anrl Ahwahha­
ways whom they occasionally \'isit for the purpos~ of 
trafficking their horse:", mule", &c. for European manufac­
tures. 

S. They are a wandrring nation, inhabit an open country, and 
·raise a great number of horses, which they barter to the 
Ricaras, M andans, &c. for articl~·s of European manu­
factory. They are a well disposed people, and might be 
readilv induced to visit the trading establishments on the 
:Miss~uri. From the animals their country produces, their 
trade would, no douut, become valuable. These people 
agaiu barter a cons:derable pruportion of the articles they 
obtain from the l\1enetares, Ahwahhaways, Mandans, 
and Ricaras, to the Dotames and Castapanas. 

A. Ki:lw<ls • 
.B. Ki'-a-wa. 
C. Ki'<lw:ls. 
D. * 
E. 
F. See above, F. 
G. Sec aLove, G. 
1-I. See above, H. 
I. On the r'aduca, and frequently with the '\V etepahatocs. 
J. No trader. 
K. L. M. N. 
'o. S!'e p~1ge 110, 0. 
P. 1\t, or near the mouth of Chvenne river. 
Q. Sec above, Q. · 
}{. ~ee a!Jove, H.. 
S. What has been said of the W etepahatoes is in all respc~h; 

<IJlplic::~ble to these people also. Neither these people, 
the H dep·:hatoes, nor the Cbyenues have any idea of 
t).Xclusive right to the soil. 
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A. Kanenavish. 
B. Kan-e-na' -vish. 
C. Gens-des-V ache. 
D.* 
E. 
F. 1.?0. 
G. 400. 
H. 1.500. 
l. On the heads of the Paducas fork -of the nver Platte, 

and S. fork of Chyenne river. 
J. No f:l·ader. 
K. L. M. N. 
0. See page 20, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth-of Chyenne river. 
Q. See page 2 l, Q. 
R. See page 21, R. 
S. See bottom of page 21, S. 

A. Staetan. 
:B. Sta' -e-tan. 
C. Kites. 
D.* 
E. 
F. 40. 
G. 100. 
H. 400. 
I. On the head of the Chyenne, and frequently with the 

Kaneuavish. 
J. K. L. M. N. 
0. See page 21, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of Chyenne nver. 
Q. See page 21, Q. 
R. See page £21, R. 
S. See bottom of page 21, S. 

A. Cataka. 
B. Cat' -a-ka. 
C. Cat'aka. 
D.* 
E. 
F. 25. 
G.75. 
H. soo, 
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I. Between the heads of the north and south forks of the 
river Chyenne. 

J. K. L. M. N. 
0. See page 20, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river 
Q. See page 21, Q. 
R. See page 21, R. 
S. See bottom of page 21, S. 

A. N emousin. 
B. Ne'-mo-sin. 
C. Allebome. 
D.* 
E. 
F. IS. 
G. 50. 
H. 200. 
I. On th~ head of the north fork of the river Chyenne. 
J. No trader. 
K. L. M. N. 
0. See page 20, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of the Chycnne river. 
Q. A defensive war with the Ricaras ~nd Sioux. 
R. The same as the \V etepahatoes (see page 2 1, R.) except 

the Ricaras. 
S. These differ from the others (viz. \Vetepahatoes, Kiawas, , 

Kanenavich, Staetan and Cataka) in as much as they never 
visit the Ricaras ; in all other respects they are the same_, 
!lee bottom of page 21, S. 

A. Dotame. 
B. Do-ta'-me. 
C. Dotame. 
D. * 
E. 
F. 10. 
G. 30. 
H. 120. 
I. On the heads of the river Chyenne. 
J. No trader. 
K. L. M. N. 
0. See page QO, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river 
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Q. See page 21, Q. 
R. See page 2 l, R. , . . . 
S. The information I possess, with respect to th1~ nation, JS 

derived from Indian infurmation : they are said to be a 
wander,ing nation, inhabiting an open couutry, and who 
raise a great number of horses and ~ules. They are .a 
f1·iendly, well disposed people, and might, ~rom the P?SI­
tion of their country, be easily induced to visit an estabhs~­
ment on the Missouri, about the mouth of C~yenne fl• 
-ver. They have not, as yet:, visited the Missoun. 

A. Castahana. 
B. Cas-ta-ha'-na. 
C. Castahaua. 
D.;K: 
E. 
F. 500. 
G. I.soo. 
H. 5.ooo. 
I. .Between the sources of the Padoucas fork, of the rivers 

Platte and Yellow Stone. 
J. No trader 
K. L. M. N. 
0. The same as the Chyennes (see page~' 0) and the skins 

of the lynx, or lpuverin, and martens in addition. 
P. At, or near the mouth of tl1e ri\ter Yellow Stone,. on the 

Missouri. · 
Q. A defensive war with the Sioux and Assinniboins. 
R. See page 21, R. 
S. What has been said of the Dotames is applicable to these 

people, except that they trade principally with the Crow 
Indians, ~nd that they would most probably prefer visiting 
an establishment on the Yell ow Stone river, or at its mouth 
on the Missouri. 

A. Crow Indians • 
.B. Kee'-Htt' -sa. 
C. Gens des C01·beau. 
D. Minetarre. 
E. 
F. 350. 
G. goo. 
ll. S.&OG. 
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UJ >- ~ 

t3l ~ 8 A 
UJ 

...;) 

B. c. 
Wah1-pa-tone. La Soo. 

Min'-da-,-warl-car- iGens de 
ton. Lake. 

Wah1-pa-coo-ta. La Soo. 

Sis-sa-tone. La Soo. 

Yank1-ton (of the '. La Soo. 
north or plains). 

Yank1-ton-ah-nah'. I La Soo. 

Te-ton. I Bois brule. 

D. ;J E. , 

* Darcotar lOne. 
or Sioux. 

Do. Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

F. 
80 

120 

60 

so 

200 

80 

120 

G. 
200 

300 

150 

200 

500 

200 

300 

H. l. J. K. 
700 I On the north side of the river St., 1\fessrs. Camp-\ On tlie Mississippi and 

Peters, 1.8 leagues from its 1nouth. bell, Dickson, and St. Peters 1·iv_ers,. at s'ufi.;.· \ 
others, who trade dry places not stat10nary. ·., 

1,200 

400 

800 

1,600 

700 

900 

to Micbilimack-
inac:. 

On the !\fississippi, at the mouth! Ditto. 
of the river St. Pders. 

On the south-west side ofthe ri~ 
verSt. Peters, 30 leagues above its 
mouth, .in Arrow Stone Prairies. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

On the heads of the river St. Pe-~ Mr~ Gammaron,l An establishment at the 
ters, and Red rivet· of Lake Win- a merchant who head of St. Peters river, 
nipie. trades extensively a bout 130 leagues from itl> 

· o Michilimack- mouth. 
1nac. 

From the heads of the river St.l Ditto. Ditto. 
Peters and Red river to the Mis-
souri, about the great bend. 

From the river All Jacque east- Principally with On the river Demoin, at 
wardly, on the lower portion of the Mr. Crawf01·d, of their hunting camp_s, and 
•·ive1· Sioux, and heads of Foids ri- the river Dernoin. sometimes at the Ayauwai!f 
ver, Little, Sioux, and Demoin village Prairie tie Chien. 
rivers. 

On the east side of the M'issouri, / Mr. Loisell and At the Cedar Island, and 
from th~ mouth of White river toiCo. of St. Louis. near th~ mouth of the Ch_y 

!---11------------+ -----1 1 ~1---1~--J.T.et.on.rn:.er - · · · enn~-1'-l-ve-r-,-on-the--M-ts· 

~ ! I 
~, 0 . 
~ ..:: 
p... ' ~ 
UJ >- e 
~ i ~~ 
-<Jl 

I 

Te-ton,-o-kan-dan- !La Soo. 
das. 

Te-ton,-min-na­
kine-az'-zo. 

Te-ton.,-sah-o-ne. 

B. 

La Soo. 

I La Soo. 

Do. 50 

Do. 100 

Do. 120 

M. N . 

120 360 

250 750 

300 900 

On each side of the Missoul"i, 
from the muuth of Teton river to 
the mouth of the Chyenne river. 

F1·um the mouth of the <S:hyenne 
river on each side of the Missouri 
as high as the Ricaras. 

On each side of the Missouri, 
from the Ricaras to the mouth of 
Warreconne river. 

CONTINUED. I 

o. P. 

SO UTI. 

Ditto. Ditto, and at the Rick-
aras. 

Ditto. Ditto. 

Ditto. Ditto. 

Q. R. 
w ah'-pa-tone. 

L . 
10,000 18,00'0 I Deer skinspt'in- Skins of the small . On the west side Principally with the Chip With the Sioux hands and 

cipally, skins of deer, black b£ar, otter, of the Mississip- peways, La Follov01ne, and all t he nations east of the 
the black beiu, beaver, fishe1·, marten, pi, about the those of Leach and Sandy Mississippi, and south of 

Min' -da,-war'-car-~ 8,700 116,000 
ton. 

Wah'-pa-coo-ta. 3,800 6,000 

Sis-sa-tone. I 17,000 l 30,000 

i 

Yank'-ton, (of the! 1,800 I 3,000 
north or plaips.) 

Yank'-ton ah1-uah1
• I 3,eoo I 5,000 

Te-ton. I 5,ooo I 7,000 

Te.ton,-o-kan-dan-~ 1,0012,500 
d as. 

Te -tun~-min ~ na- 2,0CO 3,000 
kine-az' . zo. 

otter, fisher, !:ackoou, grey fox, mouth of St. Pe- lakes ; dert:nsive with the the Chippeways, who ueve1• 
marten, r ackoon, m/uskrat, and mink; ters rivet·, or falls Sa~tkees, .Renars, and Ayau- wage war. again~t the nations 
grey foxes, · also, elk and deers, of St. Anthony. wa1s. on the M1ssoun. 
muskrats, and tallow, aud bears oil. 
minks. 

Ditto. Ditto. - I Ditto. I Ditto. ~ Ditto. 

Ditto, with a 
muc h larger pro­
portion of otter. 

Ditto, with a 
much larger pro­
p ortion of bea­
vet·, otter, and 
black bear. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. With the Chippeways ge-l Ditto. 
nerally, and sometimes an 
offensive war on the nations 
most convenient to them on 
the Missouri. 

About the head With the Chippeways ge-t Ditto, and partially with 
of tlte river St. P e - nerally, ,the As.;;inniboins, the Ricaras. 
ten>, at the portage Christenois, Mantlans, Mi-
between that river netares, Ahwahhaways, and 
and the 'Red rive1·, Chyennes. , 
of lake \V innipie. 

Buffaloe robes! Ditto, and uuffaloe Ditto, and on the D itto. 
and wolf skins. t·obes,tallow,dried meat, Missoud, near the 

'\Vith the other Sioux 
bands, and pa1·tially witl1 
the Ricaras. and grease in addition. mouth of Chyenne 

river. , 
Deer andrackoonl Buffaloe robes, tallow, At the Couneil With the Ricaras and the Mahas, Poncaras, Sau 
principall.y ,some~dried meat and grease, Bluff, or mouth of nations on the lower portion kees, Renars, Ayau wais, and 
black bear, bea· skins of the small deer, l"iver Chyenne. of the Missouri, and west o the nations east of the M.is-
,v eT, ann o\,'ter. 'o\ac\i; 'oear, wo\ves, e'l'R, 'tt wWhin 'their r eac11, except s'iss'i pp t and south of the 

rackoon, elk ::tml deers, th e Mahas and Poncars, also Chippeways; also, with the 
tallow, and !.ears oil . witl'l t he Chippeways. othc1· band s of Sioux. 

Buffaloe robes, ] Buffaloe robes, tallow, At or u ear the With all the nations on vVith all the other bands 
grease & tallow, grease, and dt·ied meat, mouth of the Chy- the lower portion of the of .Sioux, and with n one else 

l
ressed huffaloc sk ins of the beaver,small enne river. M issouri, and west of it except pa t ttally with the Ri4 
k:ns, and so me and large foxes, sm all ' within t(l~ ir reac h; also, cm·as, whom. they keep ln 
rieJ meat. . a11d large wolf, ante lope, the Mandans, Ahwabba- perpetual dread o f t hem, 
Ditto. elk, <'~nd deer i n great ways, the Minata1cs, As- and plunder w1thout re-

a bundance ; a lso, elk sinn d:wins, Christenois, and se1Te. 
Ditto. and deers tallow, and a Chippeways. 

few grissly bears. 





INTEitESTING PARTICULARS. 

1. On each side of the river Yell ow Stone, about the mouth 
of the Big-horn river. 

J. No trader. 
K. 
L. l\1. N. 
0. See page 24, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the 

~'lissouri. 
Q. Defensive with the Sioux and Ricaras. 
R. The same as the Wetepahatoes, (See page 21, R.) except 

the Ricaras. 
S. These people are divided into four bands, called by them­

selves .Ahfth'-ar-ro'-pir-no-pah, N oo'-ta-, Pa-rees-car, and 
E-hart'-sar. They annually visit the ~Iandans, l\linetares, 
and Ahwahhaways, to whom they barter horses, mules, 
leather lodges, and many articles of Indian apparel, for 
which they receive in return, guns, ammunition, axes, 
kettles, a\'ds, and other European manufactures. When 
they return to their country, they are in turn visited by the 
Paunch and Snake Indians, to whom they barter most of 
the article& they have obtained from the nations on the Mis­
souri, for horses and mules, of which those nations have a 
greater abundance than themselves. They also obtain of the 
Snake Indians, bridle-bits and blankets, and some other arti­
cles \\ hich those Indians purchase from the Spaniards. The 
bridle-bits and blankets I have seen in the possession of the 
~Iandans and 1\Jinetares. Their country is fertile, and well 
watered, and in most parts \veil timbered. 

A. Paunch lndiaHs. 
B. Al-la-Hi'-we-ah. 
C. Gens de Pause. 
D.* 
E. 
F . .'JOO. 
G. soo. 
H. 2.'300. 
1. On each side of the Yellow Stone river, Hear the rocky 

mountains, and heads of the Big-horu river. 
J. No trader 
K. L. lVI. N. 
0. See page ~4, 0. 
P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the 

~1issouri. 
LE,\'IS A~D CLARKE.] » 



TRAV:!LS IN AM:eRICA. 

Q~ Defensive with the Sioux. and Ricaras. 
R. The same as the Wetepahatoes (see page 21, R.) except 

the Ricaras . 
.S. These are said to be a peaceable, well disposed nation. 

z -0 
&:Q -z 

Their country is a variegated one, consisting of mql\ntains, 
vallie$, plains, and ·wood-lands, irregularly interspersed. 
They might be induced to visit the Missouri, at the mouth 
of the Yellow Stone river; and from the great abu1ulance 
of valuable furred animals which their country, as well as 
that of the Crow Indians, produces, t~eir trade must be­
come extremely valuable. They are a roving people, and 
have no idea of exclusive right to the soil • 

. . . 

B. c. D. E.. F. G. i-I. I. 

M~·ne-to' -pil.~ Gens des r... 100 ~00 750 On the Mouse 
Canoe. ~ 1-iver, between the 

::I 
Assinniboin and the u 

Cl) 

Missouri. Jl;. Q., 
; 

"J) 

-o 
r... 

~ 
0 

E- :: 
.g 0-see-g~h Gens des a: 100 250 850 From the :\Iisouri, 

~ < TN·. 3z 
<..;;;, about thf. mouth of 
.::! Little Missouri, en to ;;n :: 

-< 0 the Assi n ni boi n, <n 

.... at the mouth of Ca-
<: :-2cn pelle river. 

Mah' -to,-pa- Gens des ~1 200 4.'>0 1.600 On the Missouri, 
grandDi- "~ 

n~-to. 
X r;n about the mouth of 
;::::! s able. 0 Q.l the White Earth ri-
:i.i-5 ver, and on the head 

£ of _.A\ssinni boin and 
Capelle rivers. 



INTEREST!~G PARTICULARS. 

CONTI~UED. 

B. J. K. L. ~1~--------K--j 

:\Ia-ne-to'-p<l. _... EstaLlisbmcnt- ~.500 7.eoo 
on the As~inlll­
[)oin rirer. 

=-= 

-.-
z Buffaloe meat 

dried or pound-
0-see-gfth. Estallishmcnt~ 3.000 6.500 ed, aud grease 

~ on the Assinni- in bladders prin-
::.f boin alld Capellt· cit)ally; also, 

-
E' ;:_~ n \'Cl'!:i. wolves, a fe\\' 

beaver and buf­;: 
~., faloe ro~es. 

:.... 
l\lah' -to,-pa- ~ _ Ditto, and occa- 8.000 8.000 

n[t-tu. ~ .:.:. sionall ~· at the 

13. 

.l\Ia-nc-to'-pa 

i 
0 < =: ~ O-see-gah. 
z ::,) 
z < ...... z 
if; 
'f. 
< 
< 

!\I:ih' -to-pi­
na-to. 

:2 ~~ l'~tahli.:.,hmentsun 
the river Sa!:ikas­
hawan. 

..c -::: 
/ . ·- '-" ·- . 
:3~ 

CONTINUED. 

0. I P. 
I 

Buffaloe robes, ~ 
t!dlow, dried and::::: 
pounded meat;; 
and grease, skins :-­
ot' tl1c la1a~and.~ 

~ ;..... 

small fox, ~mdl ~ 
and larg<.> wohes,:-:; 
antelopes, ( 0r ca-: ·:; 
bri) and elk in'..;:: 

,~ 

great abundance; ~ .;--: 
also some tJrown, E § 
.vhite and grissl; .1:; .g 
bear, deer and : ;::2 

lynx. I e ~ 
Ditto, with ~ g 

more bears and ,;: <!:., 

some marten. c 
rJJ 

Q. R. 

Reciprocally With all 
with the Sioux ;I their own 
offensive with t1iues; Chris­
thP H.icaras,Cas- tenoes(branch 
tahana, Crow, of the Kniste­
Paunch and naus) and par­
Snake Indians, ti<tlly with the 
and all those Chippeways 
south-\vcst ofof Pembena, 
the Missouri, Algonquins, 
within their of ~o.rtage del 
reach, Prame, l\Ian-

dans, .i.\1ine­
tares, and 

Ahwahhawas. 
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~ 
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?:; 
~ 
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TRAVELS lN AMERICA. 

S. MANETOPA. ~ Are the descendants of the 
OSSEEGAH. Sioux, and partake of their turbu-
MAHTOPA~ A TO. lent and faithless disposition; they 

frequeritly vlunder, and sometimes murder, their 0\'\11 traders. 
The name by which th1s nation is generally known was borrowed 
from the Ch1ppeways, v\'ho call them Assinniboan, which, lite­
rally translated, is Stone Sioux, hence the name of Stone 
Indians, by which they are sometimes called. The country 
in which they rove is almost entirely uncovered with timber; 
lies extremely level, and is but badly watered in many parts; 
the land, however, is tolerably fertile and unincumbered with 
stoae. They might be induced to trade at the ri\-er Yellow 
Stone; but I do not think that their trade promises much. Their 
numbers continue about the same. These bands, like the Sioux, 
act entirely independent of each other, although they claim a 
naional affiility and never make war on each other. The coun­
try inhabited by the Mahtopanato possesses rather more timber 
han the other parts of the country. They do not cultivate. 

·' B. C. D. E. G. H. F. I. J. 
O~jib'-i-way. * 1 -1-00 1.6oo. On an i<sland N.\V. 

in a small lake, Compy. 
called Leach 
Lake, formed 
by the Missis-

r.: 
sippi river. 

Ditto. ::::: 
~ Chippeway. 200 700 About the Ditto. 
::::: 
ro head of the 

rJ) 
Mississippi a,nd ro 

.,J around Red 

Ditto. Ditto. 
Lake • 

100 350 On the Red 
N. "'· river of Lake and 

Winnipie, and X.Y. 
about the Compa-
mouth of Pem- nies. 
banar river. 



1 NTERESTI N G J1ARTICU LARS. 

B. L. N. 0 

Ojibaway. At their vii 12.000 16.000 
lagesand huntin~ 

Beaver, ot- Beaver, 
ter, black otter, black 
bear, rae- hear, rac­
koon, fox, koon, grey 

if:! 

> 
~ a: 
Z Ditto. 
;..::J 
~ 
~ ........ ...... -CJ 

< 
Ditto. 

B. 

cat1_1ps _on tb:::\li:,-
stsstppl. 

At an e~tabli"h­
ment on H.cd lake, 
and at their hunt­
ing camps. 

E·tal;lishments 
near the mouth 
of Pembanar ri­
ver, and at their 
hunting camps. 

P. 

marten,mink, fox, marten, 
fi-l1cr, and mink, fisher, 

dee1 ~f.\ins. & deer skin;;. 
8.000 10.000 Ditto, and Ditto, and 

bark c;anoes. bark cano~s. 

7.000 I 0.00.0 Ditto, prin- Ditto, ex· 

COXTfX1IED. 

ci pall y, be a- cE>pt canoes, 
ver and otter, with wolve­
but no canoes, rine lynx lll 

some wolve- addition. 
rineand lynx. 

Q. R. 

Ojibaway. On the north 
:.ide of the l\lis­
sissippi, at Sandy 
Lake. 

With all the All the tribes 

if:! 
:>t 
< 
::::: 
z 
~ ,... -~ --

Ditto. 

:::: Ditto. 

< 

On the Red 
Lake, near tht> 
head of the :\I i~­
sissippi. 

tribes of Stoux, of Chippeways, 
SaukPes, Henar~, and the n&tions 
anJ Ayouwais. inhabiting lakes 

Superior, l\Iichi­
! The Sioux only. ~an,and the coun-
, try east of the: 

l\lississi ppi. 

On the Red t The Sioux, Ditto, and~with 
n,·cr of Lake and partially with the Christenoes 
\\'innipie, abuut the Assinniboins. and Algonquins. 
the mouth of the 
.b~itJniboin river. 



~0 TRA V'ELS IN Al\1 ERICA. 

S. CHIPPEWA YS, of Leach Lake. Claim the countlJ 
on both sides of the Mississippi, from the mouth of the Crow­
wino- river to its source, and extending west of the Mississippi to 
the 

0

lands claimed by the Sioux, with whott1 they still contend 
for dominion. They claim, also, east of the Mississippi. the 
countrv extending as far as lake Superior, including the waters, 
of the. river St. Louis. This country is thickly covered with 
timber generally; lies level, and generally fertile, though a con­
siderable proportion of it is intersected and. broken up by small 
lakes, morasses and swamps, particularly about the heads of the 
Mississippi and river St. Louis. They do not cultivate, but 
live principally on the wild rice, which they procure in great 
abundance on the bordet·s of Leach Lake and the banks of the 
Mississippi. Their number has been considerably reduced by 
small pox. Their trade is at its greatest extent. 

Of Red Lake. Claim the country about Red lake and Red 
lake river, as fat as the Red· river of lake 'Vinnipie, beyond 
which last river they contend with the Sioux for ten·itOI]·· Tbis 
is a low level country, and getterally thickly covered with tim­
ber, interrupted with many swamps and morasses. This, as 
well as the other bands of Chippeways, are esteemed the best 
hunters in the north-west country ; but from the long residence 
of this band in the country they now inhabit, game is becoming 
scarce, therefore their trade is supposed to be at its greatest ex­
tent. The Chippeways are a well disposed people, but exces-. 
sively fond of spirituous liquor. 

Of river Pembenil. These people formerly resided 011 the 
east side of the l\-Iissis~ippi, at Sand lake, but were induced, by 
the north-west company, to remove, about two years since, tG 
the/river Pembena. 'l'hey do riot claim the lands on which they 
hunt. The country is level and the soil good. The west side of 
the river is principally prairies or open plains ; on the east side 
there is a greater proportion of timber. Thdt trade at present 
is a very \aluahle one, and will p1·obably iucrease for some years. 
They do not cultivate, but live by hunting. Thev. are weU dis-
p~sed towards the whites. "' 
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B. c. I D. E. F. G. H. I. J. 

0-jib'-a-way. Algonquins. Chippeways. 100 300 On theN. ''·. 
south side ar.d 
of Rainy X.l. 

-< 
~ Ditto. 

B. 

Ojibaway. 

rF} 

z -;:J 
Cl z 
0 
C!> 
~ 
< 
< Ditto. 

I 
I 

Algonquins. Chippc\Ya~-"·1 

I 
I 

CONTI~UED, 

K. L. 

Establishments on 
the rivers \\'i11nipie 
and Rainy Lake,and 

4,000 

at their hunting 
camps. 

Estabbhments on 8,000 
the Assinniboin at 
Fort de Praine. 

Lak<_>, Com-
Rainy panic~ 
Lake ri-
ver, and 
the Lake 
of the 
Wood. 

·!Od Goo About the' Ditt<.; 
rnouth· of 

i\1. 

6,000 

11,000 

the Assin­
niboin, on 
Red river. 

~. 

Principally 
birch bark ca-
noes. 

Bea\'<_>r, ottf'r 
rackoon, blur! 
bear, large f(•:\, 
mink, and a fe\\ 
deer. 



if) 

z s 
0' 
z 
8 
...:l 
-< 

B. 

Ojibaway. 

~ Ditto. 

TRAVELS IN AMERICA• 

CONTINUED. 

0. P. Q. 

The same as At the Red 
the Chippeways, Lake establi-sh-
but im,mall quan- ment. ~ 
tities, and canoes, ; 
(see page 29, 0.) ; 

B . All the tribes 
·? .§ of the Cb1ppe­
~ 3/ways, Algon-
.;·§ quins, and 
~ -~ Christenoes . 
~~ 

"" Beaver, otter, At the Red ~ 
rackoon, black river establish- .S 

;J) 
bear, large fox, mcnt. Q) 

mink, deer, 
wolves and E-. 
muskrats. 

S. ALGONQUINS, of Rainy Lake, S;c. \Vith the pre­
cise limits of the country they claim, I amnot informrd. They 
live very much detached, in small parties. The country they 
inhabit is but an indifferent one·; it has been much hunted, and 
the game, of course, nearly exhausted. They are well disposed 
towards the whites. Their number is said to decrease. They 
are extremely addicted to spirituous liquor, of which large 
quantities are annua1ly furnished them by the north-west traders, 
in return for their bark canoes. They live wretchedly poor. 

Of Portage de Prairie. These people inhabit a low, flat, 
marshy country, mostly covered 'vith timber, and ":ell stocked 
with game. They are emigrants from the lake of the \Voods 
and the country east of it, who were introdt-tced, some years 
since, by the north-west traders, in order to hunt the country on 
the lower parts o~· Red river, which then abounded in a variety 
of animals of the fur kind. They are an orderly, well dis­
posed people, but, like their relations on Rainy lake, extremely 
addicted to. spirituous liquors. Their trade is at its greatest 
extent. 



INTEREST lNG PARTIC1! LARS • 

.A. Chrjstenoes or Knistenaus. 
B. Chris-'te-no. 
C. Cree. 
D. Chippeways, with a different accent, and many words pecu-

liar to themselvei!. 
E. 
F. 150. 
G. soo. 
H. 1,000. 
I. On the heads of the Assinniboin, and thence towards the 

Saska~hawan. 
J. Hudson's Bay, N. ,V. and X. Y. companies. 
K. Establishments on the Assinniboin, Swan Lake river and the 

Saskashawan, 
L. 1.5,000. 
l\I. 15,000. 
N. Beaver, otter, lynx, ~·olverine, marten, mink, wolf, small 

fox (or kitts) dressed elk and moose deer skins. 
0. The skins of the beaver, otter, lynx, wolf, wolverine, marten, 

mink, small fox, bro,,·n and grizzly bear) dressed elk and 
moose-deer skins, muskrat skins, and some bu1Taloe robes, 
dried meat, tallow and grease. 

P. On the Missouri,- at or near the mouth of the Yellow Stone 
nver. 

Q, \-Vith the Siouxs, Fall, Blood, and Crow Indians. 
R. \-Vith the Assinniboins, Algonquins, Chippeways, l\Iandans, 

Minatares and Ahwahhaways. 
S. They are a wandering uation; do not cultivate, nor claim 

any particular tract of country. They are well disposed 
towards the whites, and treat their traders with respect. 
The country in which they rove is generally open plains, 
but in some parts, particularly about the head of the As ... 
sinniboin river, it is marshy, and tolerably well furnished 
with timber, as are also the Fort Dauphin mountains, to 
which they sometimes resort. From the quantity of 
beaver in their country, they ought to furnish more of 
that article than they do at present. They are not 
esteemed good beaver hunters. TheY, might probably be 
induced to visit an estalJiishment on the .Missouri, 
at the Yellow Stone river. Their number has been re­
duced, by the small pox, since they were first known \O 
the Canadian~S. 

A. Fall Ind!ans. 
B. A-hln-s ·.r. 

LEWIS AND CLAUI~E.) 
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C. Fall Indians. 
D. Minetare. 
E. 
F. 260. 
G. 660. 
H. 2.500. 

1'R-AVELS JN A'MERICA. 

I. On the head of the south fork of the Saskshawan river, and 
sem~ streams supposed to be branches of the Missouri. 

J. N. W. company. 
K. · U pp·er establishment on the Saskashawan ; but little trade. 
L. 1.000. 
M. 4.ooo. 
N. Beaver and marten. 
0, Skins of the beavers, brown, white and gdzzly be.ar, large­

and small foxes, muskrat, marten, mink, lynx, wolverine, 
'\1\-olves, white hares.l deer, elk, moose-r.leer, antelopes of 
the 1 Missouri, and some buffaloe. 

P. At or near the falls of the 1\tlissouri. 
Q. Defensive war with the Christenoes. 
R. 
S. The country these people rove in is not much known : it is 

said to be a high, broken, woody country. They might 
be induced to visit an establishment at the falls of the 
Missouri : their trade may, no doubt; be made profitable. 

A. Cattanahaws. 
·B. Cat-tan-a-haws. 
C. Cattanahaws. 
D.* 
E. F. G. H. 
I. Between the Saskashawan and the ~tfissouri, on waters sup-

po'ied to be of the Missouri. 
J. No trader. 
K. L. M. N. 
0. See above, 0. 
P. At, or near tbe falls of the Missouri. 
Q. R. 
S. What has been said of the Fall Indioans is, ·in all respects, 

a.pplicabie to this nation. They are both wandering na .. 
twns. 

A. BJack-foot Indians. 
B. 
C. Blackfoot Indians. 
o. * 
E. F. G. H. 
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I. Between the Saskashawan and the 1\fissouri, on wa~er sup· 
posed to be of the Missouri, 

J. No trader. 
K. L. M. N. 
0. See page 34, 0. 
P. At, or near the falls of the Missouri, 
Q. R. 
S. See page 3_4, S. 

-
A. Blue l\1ud and Long Hair Indians. 
13. 
C. Blue Mud a~1d Long Hair Indians. 
D.* -
E. F. G. H. 
I. \Vest of the Rocky mountains, and near the same on wa~ 

ter courses supposed to be branches of the Columbia river. 
J. No trader. 
K. L. 1\f. N. 
0. Not known, but from the position of their country supposed 

to abound in animals similar to those mentioned in page 
S4, 0. 

P. Q. R. 
S. Still less is known of these people, or their country. The 

watet· courses on which they reside, are supposed to be 
branches of the Columbia river. ']]hey are wandering 
nations. 

A. Flatheads. 
B. Tut-see'-w~s. 
C. Flathead Indians. 
D.* 
E. F. G. I-I. 
I. On the west side of a large river, lying west of the Rocky 

mountains, and running, north, supposed to b~ the iouth 
fork of the Columbia river. 

J'. 1\ o trader. 
I{. L. ~L N. 
0. See above, 0. 
P. 
Q. Defensive war with the .Minetares. 
R. 
S. The information I possess with respect to these people has 

been received from the Minetares, who have extended 
their war excursions as far westerl.v a~ that nation, of whom 
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they have made several prisoners; and brought them with 
them to their villages on the Missouri: these prisoners 
have been seen by the Frenchmen residing in this neighbour­
hood. The Minetares state, that this nation resides in one 
village on the west side of a large and rapid river, which 
runs frcnn south to north, along the foot of the Rocky 
mountams on their V.'est side; and that this river passes at 
a small distance from the three forks of the Missouri. 
That the country between the mountains and the river is 
broken, but on the opposite side of the river it is an exten­
sive open plain, with a number of barren sandy hills, irre­
gularly distributed over its surface as far as the eye can 
reach. They are a timid, inoffensive, and defenceless 
people. They are said to possess au abundance of horses. 

c. I. 

I 
B. 

Snake Indians.

1

So-so-na'. Gens des 
So-so-ba, Serpent. 
& l'a-kar. 

D. E.\F. G.lH. 
c 
C\1 

-~ 
~ 

Among the 
Rockymountains, 
on the heads ofthe 
Missouri, Yelfow 
Stone, and Platte 
rivers. 

* 
rf) 

~ Of the \Vest.IA-li-a.tan. AliatCi. 

~ 
Among the 

Rockymountains, 
and in the plains 
at the heads of 
the Platte and 
Arkan~as rivel"s, 

-....:l < 
< 

La Plays. La Plays. The mountains 
o? the borders of 
New 1\lexico, and 
the extensive 
plains atthe heads 
of the Arkansas 
and Red rivers. 



Snake Indians. 

. 
if': 
~ -~ 
< :3 Of the 'Vest. 

< 

La Plays. 

INTERESTING PAitTICULARS. S7 

CONTI;.,t:ED. 

------------==--·--:=--::::-:::======= 
J. 

P. 

K. 

-~ 

....0 
u 

-;:: 
...., 
~ 
(.) 

u ;;.. 
~ 0 
;:...r::: 

..::.:: s ..... 
~ g 

-~ 

L• ~I. ~-

CO"!';TlNUED. 

0. 

The same with the 
Fall,Cattanahawsand 
Black Foot Indians, 
except buffaloes; but 
they ha\·e in addition 
immense quantities of 
horses, mules and 
asses. 

Immense quanti­
ties of horses, mules, 
asses, buffaloe, deer~ 
elk, black bear, and 
large hares; and in 
the northern regions_! 
of their country, big. 
horn and Missouri! 
antelopes, ... ~- i th many

1
1 

animals of the fur 
kind. 

Q. R. li 
Snake Indians. At or near the Defensive war Man dans. and 

Falls of the Mis- with the Ricaras, Crowh~dians, andl 
soun. Sioux,Assinniboins, all those who do; 

Christenoes, Mine- not attack them. I 

u5 z 
< 
~ 
< - . 
~ Of the West. 

-< 

La Plays. 

~ 

tarcs,Ahwahhaways, 1 
and all the nations 
inhabiting the Sask-
ashawan river. 

On the Arkan- Defensive war At peace witb1 
sas, as high up as with the Great and all who do not! 
possible. ltwoul.d L_ittl_e Os•ge~s, Pa- wage war againsij 
be best that 1 t map1que, Kansas, them. \ 
should be west of Pania Proper, P:.1.- I 
the Kansas, if it oia Republican, Pa- I 
should be ncccs- nia Loups, Ricaras, · 
sary even to sup- and Sioux. l 
ply it some dis-
tance Ly land. 
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S. ALTA TANS, Snake Indians. These are a very numer· 
ous an_d well disposed people,. inhabiting a woody and moun­
tainous country; they are divi<;led into three large tribes,_ who 
wander a considerable distance from each other; anq are called 
by themselvr's So-so-na, So-~o'bu-bar, . and 1-a-kar ; these are 
again subdivided into smallcer though m~ependent bands, the 
names of which I'h~ve nG>t yet Jearnt; they raise a nu~ber of horses 
and mules whicll tl~ey trade with the Crow Indians, or are sto­
len by the nations on the east of them, They maintain a pa~­
tial trade with the Spanilitrds, from '"hom they o~tain many arti­
cles of cloathing aud ironmo~gery, but no w:adike imp lements. 

OJ the TVest. These people also inhabit a mountainous 
country, and sometimes veuture in. the plains east of the Rocky 
mountains, about the head of the Arka11sas river. They have 
n1ore intercourse with the SHaniards of New Mexieo, than the 
Snake Indians. They are said to be very numer(:'lus a11d war­
like, but m:e badly arnljed. The Spaniards fear these people, 
and therefore take the preca~tion not to furnish them with any 
warlike imple111ents. li1 their present ~manned st~te, they fre­
quently commit hostilities <¥1 the Spaniards. 11hey raise a 
great many hor~es. 

La Plo!Jes. These principally inhabit the rich plains from 
tl1e head of the .Arkansas, embracing the heads of Red river,. 
and extending with the mountains and high lands east\'l.'ardly as 
far as it is known towards the gu1ph of l\'lexico. They possess 
no fire arms, hut ure warlike and brave. 'I'hey are, as well 
as the other Aiiatans, a wandering peopl~. Their country 
abounds in wild: horses, besides great numbers which they raise 
themselves. These people, and the V/-est Aliatans, might he: 
induced to trade· with us on, tire.upper part of the Arkansas ri­
v-ea·. I do' not believe that any of the Alia tans ;claim a country 
within any particular limits~ 

A. Pania Piq-l1e~. 
B. 
C. La Patmee P.iqtte'. 
D. Panai Proper. 
l~. F. G~ H. I. J. K. L . 
.~.'\I. N. 0. P. . Q., R. 
S. These people have no intercourse with tbeinhabitants of 

the Illinois:; t~1.e informat~on, therefore, whic.h I have been· 
~!1abled to o~tain, with respect to· them,. is very inlpi.'rfect. 
l hey were formerly known by the name of the IVhite 
Pamas, .and are of the same family with the. Pauias of the 
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river Platte. The are said to be a well disposed people, 
and inhabit a very fertile country; certain it is that they 
e1~oy a delightful clituate. 

A. Padacus. 
n. 
C. La. Paddo. 
D.* 
E. F. G H. I. J. K. L .. 
M. N. 0. P. Q. R. 
S. This once powerful nation has, ~) pparently, entirely disap­

peared; e\ery inquiry l b:1ve m;.d. after them has proved 
ineffectuaL In the year 17 124, thry resided in several vil­
lages on the heads of the 1\.ausas river, and could, at that 
time, bring upwards oftwo tLousa,,cJ mc11 into the iieid (see 
1\-1 ons. Dupratz history of I .. ·.)l\l...,wllil,pa~e 71, anrl the map 
attached to that worl). The inforn1ation tklt 1 ha\'e n:­
ceived is, that being oppressed by the nations re:;idin~', on the 
Missouri, they removed t•, the upper part of tLe river 
Platte, ''here they afterwards had but little intcrC\JliiSl' with 
the whites. They seem to have given uamc to the L)rthcm 
branch of that river, ,,·hich is stili tailed the Puducas fork. 
The mo~t probable cot~jectnre i~, that Ut:iug still further 
reduced, they have divided into small \\.: udermg bands, 
which assumerl the namrs of the suudivisious of tl11: Padu­
cas· nation, aud are knowit to. us at pre~cnt under the nppel-
lation of \\' etepahutoes, Ki;n\!as, Km1enavi~h. Katteka, 
.Dotamc, &c. who still inl1alHl the couutry to wl1ich the 
Paducas are said to have n:iJ;o"ed. The m~ority of my 

. information led me to believe that those people spoke dif­
ferent languages, but other and subsequent information has 
induced me to doubt the fact. 



1-IISTORICAL SKETCHES 
OF THE SEVERAL 

INDIAN T.RIBES IN LOUISIANA, 
SOUTH OF 

THE ARKANSA RIVER, 

AND DETWEEW 

T1-IE MISSISSIPPI AND RIVER GRAND. 

C ADDOQUES, live about 3.J miles west of the main branch 
of ;Red river, on a bavau or creek, called by them Sodo, which 
is navigable for peroques only within about six miles of !heir 
village, and that only iu the rainy season. They are distant from 
Natchitoches about l C:() miles, the nearest route by land, and 
in nearly a north-west direction. They have lived where they 
now do only five years. The first year they moved there the 
small pox got amongst them and destroyed nearly one half of 
them ; it was in the winter season, and they practised plunging 
illto the creek on the first appearance of the eruption, and died 
in a few hours. Two years ago th~y had the measles, of which 
several more of them died. They formerly lived on the south bank 
of the river, by the course of the river 37 5 miles higher up, at a 
beautiful prairie, which has a clear lake of good water in the 
middle of it, surrounded by a pleasant and fertile country, which 
had been • the residence of their ancestors from time imme­
morial. 

They have a traditionary tale which not only the Caddos, but 
half a dozen other sma1ler nations believe in, who claim the ho­
nour of being descendants of the same family: they say, when 
all the world" was drowned Ly a flood that inundated the whole 
country, the great. spirit placed on an eminence, near this lake, 
one family of Caddoques, who alone were saved; from that fa .. 
mil y all the l ndians originated. 

The French, for many years before Louisiana was transferred 
to Spain, had,. at this place, a fort and some soldiers; several 
French families were likewise settled in the vicinity, where they 
had erected a good flour mill with burr stones brought from 
}""ranee. These l<""rench families continued there till about 25 
years ago, when, they moved down and settled at Campti, on the 
Hed river, about ~0 miles above Natchitoches, where they now 

5 
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live ; and the Indians lt>ft it about 14 years ago, 011 account of a 
drcarlful sicknes-; that visited them. They settled on the river 
nearly oppo!:->ite where th{'y now li\e, on a low placf, but 
were driven thence oa account of its overflo\\'ing, occa­
sioned by a jam of timber choaking the river at ~ point below 
them. 

The whole number of what they call \Varriors of the ancient 
Caddo nation, is now rerluced to about 100, who are looked 
upon somewhat like km,~hts of Malta, or ~ome distinguished mi­
litary ordt'r. They are brave, despise danger or death, and boast 
that they have ne•er shed white man's blood. Besides these, 
there are of old men and strangers who live amongst them, 
nearly the same number, but there are 40 or bO more womer~ 
than men. Thi:' nation has great influence over the Yattassees, 
Nandakoes, "N abadacht-s, lnies or Yachil·<.:, K agogdoclws. Key­
chies, .Adaize and Natchitoches, who all speak the Caddo lan­
guage, look up to them as their fathers, visit and intermarry 
among them, and join them iu all their v.·ars. 

The CadJoques complain of the Choctaws incroaching upon 
their country ; call them lazy, thie,·ish, &c. There has been a 
misunderstanding between tl~cm for several years, aud small 
hunting parties kill one another \\'heu they meet 

The Caddos raise corn, beans, pumpkins, &c.; but the land on 
which they now live is prairie, of a white cby soil, very flat: 
thejr crops are subject to injury either by too wet or too rlry a 
season. They have horses, but few of any other domestic ani­
mal, except dogs : n10st of them have guns, and some have rit}t:'s : 
they, and all other Indians that we have any knowledge of, are at 
war with the Osages. · 

The country, generally, round the Caddos is hilly, not very 
rich; growth· a mixture of oak, hidory, and pine. inter­
spersed with prairies, which are very rich generally, and fit 
for cultivation~ There are creeks and springs of good water 
frequent. 

YATTASSEES, live on Bavau Pierre (or Stony.crcek), 
which falls into Red river, wester~ division, about 50 miles ab.o,·e 
Natchitoches. Their village is in a large prairie, a bout half way 
between the Caddoques and Natchitoches. surrounded by a set­
tlement of French f&milies. The Spani:,h government at pre­
sent exercise jurisdiction over this settlement, wlw1:e they keep a 
guard of a nou-comm.issioned oftker ~nd eight sohhers. 

A few months ago, the Caddo chief, with a few of his young 
Q1en, were coming to this place to trade~ a,nd came that way 
which is the usual road. Th~ Spanish officer of .the guard 
lhreatened to stop them from trading with the .Amencans, md 

J.,E\!'~S A;-o;D CL.\IlKE.J f 
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told the chief if he returned that way with the· goods he_ s~ould 
take them from him. The chief and his party were very angry, 
and threatened to ~ill the whole guard, at~d told them that that 
road h'ld been always theirs, and that if the Spaniards attempted 
~o prevent their usi~g it as their ancestors had always done, he 
would soon make it a bloodv road. He came here, purchased the 
o·oods he ·wanted, and m1ght have returned ~noth~r way and 
~void~d the Spanish guard, and was advised to do so;- but he said 
he would pass by them, and Jet tQem attempt to stop hilll if they 
dared. The guard !Said nothing to him as he returned .. 

This settlement, till some few years ago, used to belong to the 
.distrkt of Natchitoches, and the rights to their lands given- by 
the government of Louisiana, before it was ceded to Spain. Its 
now beiuo· under the government of Taxus, was only an agree­
ment beti·een the commandant of N :1tchitoches and the com~ 
mand~nt of N agogdoches. The French formerly bad a statior~ 
~nd factory there, and another on the S.abir?e river, nearly one 
hunrlred miles north-west from the Bayau Pierre settlement. 
The Y attassees now say the French used to be th~ir people, and 
now the Americans. 
-. BLtt of. the ancient Yattassees there are but eight men remain­
ing, and twenty-:five women, besides childreu; but a number of 
men of other nations have intermarried with them and live to<Ye-, . . . . . . 0 

lher. I paid a visit at their village last summer; ,there were 
~bout forty men of them all together : their original language dif­
fers from any other~ l~t\t uow all speak Caddo. They live on 
rich land, raise plenty of corn, beans, pu~pkin~, tobacco, &c. ; 
have horses, cattle, hogs and ponltry. · · 
, .. NANDAKOES, live on the Sabine river, 60 or 70 miles to. 
the w~stvvard of the Yattassees, near where the French formerly 
had a station and f3;ctory. 'fheir language is Caddo, about 49. 
~e1~ only of them re~aining. A few years ag:> they suffered, 
'fery much by the sn1all po~. They cqnsider themselves the 
sa1ne as 'Caddos, with whom they intermarry, and are, occasion­
;tlly, visiting oue another in the greatest harmony ; have the 
same manners, customs, and attachme~lts. 
A:PAl~E, live about40 miles f1;om Natchitoches, below the 

Y attassees, on a lake called Lac 1VIacdon, 'Yhich communicate~ 
with the division of Red river that passes by Bayau Pierre~ 
They Iiv~ at or near where their ancestors have lived from time 
i'mme!JlOria~. They being the nearest nation to the old Spanish 
fort, or Mission ~f Adaize, that place was named after them~ 
bein~ ~,bout 20 miles from them, to the south. There are now 
but '20 men of them remaining, but more women. Their Ian­
~uage differs from all other, a!ld is so diffi~ult t() s.peak or u~~de~~ 
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stand, that no nation can speak ten \vords of it ; but ·they all 
speak Caddo, and most of them French, to whom they were al­
ways attached, and joined them against the Natchez Indians~ 
After the massacre of Natchez, in 1798, while the Spaniards 
occupied the post of Adaize, their priests took much pains to 
proselyte these Indians to the Roman Catholic religion, but, I 
am informed, were totally unsuccessful. 

ALICHE (commonly pronounced Eyeish), live hear Nacog• 
cloches, but are almost extinct, as a nation, not more than 25 
souls of them remaining : fout years ago the small pox destroyed 
the greater part of them .. They were, some years ago, a consi­
derable nation, and lived on a bayau which bears their name; 
which the road from N atchitoch to Nacogdoches crosses: about 
12 miles west of Sabine river, on which a few French and Arne,.. 
rican families are settled. Their native language is spoken by no 
other nation, but they ~peak and understand Caddo, with whom 
they are in amity, often visiting one another. . . . . 

KEYES, or KEYCHlES, live on the east b·mk of Trinity 
river, a small distance above where the road from Natchitoches 
to St. Antoine crosses it. There are of them GO men : have 
their peculiar native language, but mostly now speak Caddo; 
intermarry with them, and live together in much harmony, for~ 
merly having lived near them, on the head waters of the Sabiue. 
They plant corn and some other vegetables. 

INlES, or T.ACHIES (called indifferently by both names). 
From the latter name the name of the province of Tachus or 
Tax us is derived. The Inies live about Q5 milel; west of Nat­
chitoches, on a small river a branch of Sabine, called the 
N a~hes. They are like all their neighbours, diminishing ; but 
have now 80 men. Their ancestors, for a long time, lived 
where they now do. Their language the same as that of the 
Caddos, with whom they are in great amity. These Indians 
have a good character, live on excellent land, and raise corn 
to sell. 

NABEDACHES, live on the west side of the same river, 
about fifteen miles above them ; have about tl1e same number of 
men; speak the same language; live on the best of land; raise 
corn in plenty.; have the same manners, customs and attach­
ments. 

BEDIES, are on the Trinity rivPr; about 60 miles to the 
southward of Nacogdoches ; have 1 00 men ; are good hunt~rs 
for .deer, which are very large. and plenty about them; plant, 
{lnd make good crops of cot'n; language differs from all other, 
but speak Caddo; are a peaceable, quiet people, and have an 
excelJent character for their honef'ty and punctuality. 

AC COKESA 'vs: Their ancient ti..1Wll and principal place 



44 TRAVE-LS IN A:'>IERICA. 

of residence is on the west ~ide of Colerado or Rio Rouge, about 
200 miles south-west of ~ acogdochEs, but often change their 
place of residcuce for a se~son; being near the bay, ~ake great 
use of fish, oysters, &c. kill a great many deer, which are the 
larrre~t and fattest in the province ; ~md their country is univer­
sal~· said to be inferior to no part of the prm·ince in sui), growth 
of timber, goodness of \\ater, and beauty of surface; have .a 
lano·uaue IJeculiar to themselves, but have a mode of commum· 

~ u 
c01tion by dumb signs, which theyall underst~nd; number ~b?Ht 
80 men. Thirty or forty years ago the Spamards had a missiOn 
here, but broke it up, or moved it to N acogdoche~. They 
talk of resettling it, and speak in the highest terms of the 
country. 

l\1A YES, live on a large creek called St. Gabriel, on the 
bay of St. Bernard, near the mouth of Guadaloupe river: are 
estimated at ~00 men ; never at peace with the Spaniards, to­
wards whom they are said to possess a fixed hatred, hut profess 
great friendship for the French, to whom they have been 
strongly attached since .Mons. de Salle lauded in their neigh.,. 
uourhood. The place where there is a talk of the Spal)iards 
opening a new port, and making a settlement, is near them ; 
where the party, with the governor of St. Antoine, who wen~ 
there last fall to examine it, say they found the remains of a 
}'rench block-house ; some of the canuon now at L~bahie are 
:;aid to haYe been brought from that place, and kllown. by the 
engravings now to be seen on them. 

The French speak highly of these Indians for their extreme 
kindness and hospitality to all Frenchmen" ho have been amonO'st 
them : have a language of their own, but speak Attakapa, wh~h 
is the language of their neighbours the CarankoualS; they haYe 
likewise a ·way of conversing by signs. 

CARAKKOUAS, live on an island, or peninsula, in the 
bay of St. llernard, in length about ten miles, and :6ve in 
breadth; the soil is extremely rich and pleasant ; on one side o( 
which there is a high bluff, or mountain of coal, which has been 
on fire for many years, affording always a light at night, and a 
strong, thick smoke by day, by \\ hich vessels are S01"\)eti1~1es de· 
ceived and lost on the shoaly coast, which shoals are s~id to ex­
tend nearly out of sight of Lnd. FrGm this burnino· coal there is 
emitted a gummy substance the Spaniards call cl~eta, which is 
thrown on the shore by the surf, and collected bv them in consi., 
derable quantities, which they are foncl of che~Yin~ : .. it has the 
appearance and consisknce of pi~ch, of a stron·~·, a;.t;ll\.iltic, :md 
uot disagreeable stncll. These lndi:.ms are in ~:t.:oncilca.ble ene­
mies to the Spaniards, alwa\s at \\'~H with them and kiii them 
whenever they can. Tht:~ Sp~~ni:.:lll~ call them cat:nib:.lh:, but ~h~ 
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French give them a d~fferent character, who have always heeu 
treated kindl.Y by them since l\1 ons. de Salle and his party were 
in the neighbourhood, They are said. to be 500 men strong, 
hut [ have not been able to e~timate their numbers from any very 
accurate information ; in a short time expect to be weJI informed. 
They speak the Attakapa la~rguage ; are friendly :md kiud to all 
other Indians, and, I presume, are much like all others, not­
withstanding what the Spaniards say of them, for nature is e\·ery 
where the same. · 

Last summer an old Spaniard came to me from Labahie, a 
journey of about 500 miles, to have a barberl arrow taken out of 
his shoulder, that one of these Iudians had shot in it. I found 
it under his shoulder--blade, near nine inches, and had to cut a 
new place to get at the point of it, in order to get it out the 
contrary way from that in \':hich it had entered : it was made 
of a piece of an iron hoop, with wings like a fluke and an 
inch e. 

CANCES, are a very numerous nation, consisting of a great 
many different tribes, occupying different parts of the country, 
frorn the bay of St. llern<!rd, cross river Grand, towards La 
Vera Cruz. They are not friendly to the Spaniards, and gen<..._ 
rally kill them when they have an opportunity. They are at­
tached to the French; are goo.d hunters, principally using the 
hmv. They are very particular in their dress, which is made of 
neat1y dressed leather; the women ·wear a long loose robe, re­
sembliug that of a I<'ranciscan friar ; nothing hut their heads and 
feet are to be seen. The dress of the men is straight leather leg­
gings, resembling _pantaloons, and a leather hunting shirt, or 
frock. No estimate can be made of their number. 

Thirty or forty years ago the Spaniards used to make slaves of 
them when they could take them ; a' considerable number of 
them were brought to Natchitoches and sold to the French in­
habitants at 40 or 50 dollars a head, and a number of them are 
~till living here, but are now free. About QO years ago an order 
came from the king of Spain tltat no more Indians should be 
made slaves, and those that were enslaved should be emanci­
pated ; after which some of the women \vho had been servants in 
good families, and taught spinning, sewing, &c. as well as ma­
naging household affairs, married maitifi's of the country, atHl 

became respectable, well behaved women, and have now grow~ 
ing up decent families of children : have a language peculiar to 
themselves, and are understood, by signs, by all others. They 
:;1re in amity with all other lndians except the l1ietans. 

TANKA 'VA YS (or TANKS, as the French call them) have 
~o land, nor claim the exclusive right to any, nor have any par­
\icular place of :1bode, Lut are always moving, nlternatcly occu~. 

~ 
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pying tl1e country watered by the Trinity, Braces and Colerado, 
towards St. a }'c. Resemble, in th~ir dress, the Cauces and 
Hietans, but all in one horde or tribe~ Their number of men 
is estimated at about 200; are good hunters ; kill buffaloe and 
deer with the bow ; have the best breed of horses ; are alter~ 
nately friends and enemies of the Spaniards. An o~d- trader 
lately informed me that he had received. 5000 deer skms from 
them in one year, exclusive of tallow, rugs and tongues. They 
plant nothing1 but Jive upon wild fruits and flesh : are strong, 
athletic people, and excellent horseme.n. 

TAWAKENOES, or THREE CANES. They are called 
by both names indifferently ; live on the west side of the Braces, 
but are often, for some months at a time, lower dovvn than their 
usual place of residenc~, in the great prairie at the Tortuga, or 
Turtle, called so from its being a bill. in the prairie, which, at a 
distance, appears in the form of a turtle~ upon which there ar~ 
some remarkable springs of water. Their usual residence i~ 
about 200 miles to the westward of Nacogdoches, towards St. a 
.I<'c. They are estimated at £00 men: are good hunters ; have 
guns, but hunt principally with the b0\11.' : are supplied with 
goods from Nacogdoches, and pay for them in rugs, tongues, 
tal1ow and skins. They speak the same language of the Panis, 
or Towiache~, and pretend to have descended from the same 
ancestors. 

PAN IS, or TO".YL\CHES. The French call them Panis, 
and the Spaniards Towiaches ; the latter is the proper Indian 
uame. They live on the south bank of H.ed river; by the course 
of the ri,'er upwards of 800 miles above Natchitoches, and by 
land, by the nearest path, is estimated at about 340. They 
have two towns near together ; the lower town, where the chief 
Jives, is called Niteheta, and the other is called Towaahach. 
They call their present chief the Great Bear. They are at war 
with the Spaniards, but friendly to those French and American 
huuters who have lately been among them. They are likewise 
at war with the Osages, as are every other nation. For many 
hundreds of'miles round them, the .country is rich prairie, cover­
e~1 with luxuriant grass, which is green summer aud winter, with 
skirts of wood on the river bank, by the springs and creeks. 
The~ have many horses and mules. They raise more corn, 

:pt~mpkms, beans and tobacco, than they want for their owtl 
consumption ; the surplusage they exchange with the Hietans for 
buffaloe, rugs, horses and mules : the pumpkins thev cut round 
in their shreads, and when it is in a state of drvness ~hat it is so 
tough it will not break, but bend, they plait ;nd work it into 
large mats, in '"hich st01.te they sell it to the Hietans, \Vho, as 
they travel, cut off and eat it as they want it. Their tobacco 
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th-ey manufacture and cu.t as fine as tea, which is put into leather 
bags of a certain siztt, and is likewise an article of trade. They 
have but few guns, and very little ammunition; what they have 
they keep for war, and hunt with the bow. Their meat is prin­
(_:ipally buffaloe; seldom kill a deer, though they are so plenty 
they come into their villages, and about their houses, like a clo-­
tnestic animal: elk, bear, wolves, antelope and wild hog~ are 
likewise plenty in their country, and white rabbits, or hares, as 
well as the common rabbit-: white bears sometimes come down 
amongst them, and wolves of aU colours. The men generally 
go entirely naked, and the women nearly so, only wearing a small 
:flap of a piece of -a skin. Tiiey have a number o( Spaniards 
amongst them, offair comp1t:xiun, taken from the settlement of · 
.St. a Fe, when they were children, who live as they do, and 
have no knowledge of where they came from. Their language 
differs from that of any other nation, the Tawakenoes excepted. 
Their pres~nt number of men is estimated at about 400. A 
great uumber of them, four years ago, ·were S\'\'ept oft

1 
by the 

t:~mall-pox. . _ 
HIETANS, or Comanches, who are likewise called by both 

nan:les, have no fixed place of residence.; have neither towns nor 
villages; divided into so many different hordes or tribes, that 
they have scarcely any knowledge of one another,. No estimate 
of their numbers can well be made. They never rema!n in the 
same place more than a few days, but follow the buffaloe, the 
flesh of which is their principal food. Some of them occasion­
ally purchase of the Panis, corn, beans and pumpkins~ but 
they are so numerous, any quantity of these articles the Panis 
are able to supply them with, must make but a small proportion 
of their food. They have tents made of neatly dressed skins, 
faslrjoned· in form· of a cone, sufficiently roomy for a family of 
ten or twelve persons ; those of the chiefs will contain occasion­
ally 50 or 60 persons. \Vhen they stop, their· tents are pitched· 
in very exact order, so as to form regular streets and squares, 
wbic~ in a. few minutes has the appearance of a town, raised, as 
it were, by inchantment: and they are equally dexterous in strik­
ing their tents and preparing for ·a march when the signal is given; 
to every tent two horses or mules are allotted, one to carry the 
tent, and another the poles or sticks, which are neatly made of 
red cedar ; they all travel on horseback~ Their horses they 
never turn loose to graze, but always keep them tied with .a long 
cabras or halter ; and every two or three days they are obhged to 
move on account of all the grass near them being eaten up, they 
have s~ch numbers of horses. They are good horsemen and 
bave good horses, most of which are bred· by themselves, al1d 
~ei~1g accusto~ed from when very young to be handled, they are 
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remarkably docile and gentle. They som~ti!Des catch_ '"ilcl 
horses, which are every wh~re amongst them m Iffi:mense dr?ves. 
They hunt down the buffaloe on horseback, and. ktll them e1th~r 
with the bow or a sharp stick like a spear, whiCh they carry -m 
tbeif hands. They are genera11y at war with the Spaniards, often 
committing depredations upon the inhabitants ?~ St: a Fe ·and St •. 
Antoine; but have always been friendly and civil to any French~ 
or Americans \vho have been amongst them. They are strong. 
and athletic, and the elderly men· as fat as though they had lived 
upon English' beef and porter. -

It is said the man who kills a b11ffaloe, catches the blood and 
dripks it wl)ile warm ; they likewise eat· the liver raw, before it is 
cold, and use the gaul by way of sauce. Tlley are, for savages, 
uncommonly cleanly in their persons : the d1;ess of. the women is 
a long, loose robe,. that reaches from their chin to the ground,­
tied round with a fancy sash, or girdle, all made of neatly dressed. 
leather, on which they paint figures of different colours and signi .. 
:fications : the dress of the men is, close leather pantaloons, and a 
hunting shirt, or. frock of the same. They never remain long 
enough in the same place to plant any thing : the small Cayenne 
pepper gro·ws spontaneously in-the country, with which and some 
wild herbs. and fruits, particularly a bean that grows in great. 
plenty on a small tree resembling a willow, called masketo, the 
women cook their buffaloe beef in a manner that would be grate .. 
ful to a!l English 'squire. They alternately occupy the immense 
space ef country from the Trinity and Braces, crossing the Red 
river, to the heads of Arkansa and l\fissouri,, to river Grand, and 
beyond· it, about St. a Fe, and over the dividing ridge on the 
waters of the Western ocean, where they say they have seen 
large peroques, with masts to them ; in describing which, they 
make a drawing of a ship, with all its sails and rigging ; and they 
describe a place where they have see11 vessels ascending a river, 
over which was a draw-bridge that opened to give them a p~­
. sage. Their native language of sounds differs from the·language 
of any other nation, and none can either speak or understand it ; 

·but they have a language by signs that all Indians underst11nd, 
and by which they converse much among themselves. They 
have a number of Spanish men and women among them, ~ho 
are slaves, and who they made prisoners when yo.ung. 

An elderly gentleman now Jiving at Natchitoches, ,vho, Rome 
years, ago, carried on a· trade with the Hietans, a few days ago 
related to me the foliowing story : 

About 20 years ago a party of these Indians nassed over the 
ri~er Gr~nd to Chewawa, ~he residence. of the governor-general 
of what 1s c~lled the five mte~nal provmces; lay in ambush for 
an opportumtyJ and made pnsouer the· governor's daught~r, ~ 
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~·otmg lady going in her coach to mass, and hrougl1t her off. 
The governor sent a message to him (my informant) with a thou­
sand dollars, for the Jltlrpos<> of recoverino- his dauohter : he im-

. 0 ~ 

medwte1y dispatclted a confidential trader, then in his employ, 
with the amount of the 1000 dollars .in 1rterchaudise, who re­
paired to the nation, found her, and purchased ht'r ransom ; Lnt 
to his great surprise, she refused to return "'-:lh him to her fa­
tl~f'r, and sent by him the following message: that the Indians had 
~h-,1lgur£'d her face by tattooiug- it according to tl~t:i•· fancy ar~rl 
Ideas of beauty, and a young man of them had taken her for Ius 
wife, by whom she believed herself prcgnaut; that she had be­
come reconciled to their mode of lifeJ and \\'as well treatt:'d by 
her hu'lband ; aud that she should be more unlmppy by returning 
to her father, under these circnm.;;tances, than by remaining 
where she ., as. \\ bich message was conveyed to her father, 
":ho rewarded the trader by a present of 300 dollars more for 
Jns trouble and fidelity ; ami his daughter is now living with 
lw~· Indian lmo;band in the nation, Ly \\-·hom she has three 
duldren. 

X ATCHITOCH ES, formcr1v lived where the town of ~at­
chitoches is now situated, which took its name from them. An 
elderly French gentleman, lately informed mP, he remembered 
when they were 600 men strong. I believe it is now !)8 years 
since the French first established thcrmch es at N atchitoch ; 
.ever since, these Indians have been tlH'ir steady and faithful 
friend~. .After the massacre of the French inhab-itants of X at­
chez, by the l\ ate he;. 1 ndians, in J 7 QS, those Indians fled from 
the French, after being reinforced, and came up Hed river, and 
camtJed about six miles below the town of 1'\ atchitoc::hcs, near 
the ;ive{, by the side of a small lake of clear water, and erected 
a mound of conc;idernble size,· where it now remains. .l\Ionsieur 
~t. DenniP, a Frenrh Caundian, \\as then commandant at X'at­
('hitochc~ ; the Indians called him the Big Foot, wcn• fond of 
him, for he was a brm·c man. St. Dennie, with a few FrenciJ 
•;oldiers, and what militia he could muster, joined by the ~at­
chitoches Indians, nttacked the Xatchez in their camp, early 
·in the morniug; they defended themselves desperately for six 
hours, but 'n·re at length totally dd"catecl by St. Dennie, and 
what of them that Wf're not killed iu battle, were rlrove iuto the 
l.akc, where the last of them perished, and the \atdu..:z, as a 
nation, be('ame extiuct. The lake is now called In: no other uame 
than the ~ atchez Ia he. There are now remaiu~ng of the .:\at­
chitoclws, hut 1 Q men and 19 womcu, "lw ·. ~;.,:c ~~~ ·<L ':ill age 
about ~.j mil(•s by land abm·e ~1e towu \\ t~:ch bears their il:<mP, 

uear a lake, callt:u by the French Lac dt! llf111,,· Tbeir origi"" 
LEWJ.<; ,\\0 CL.\HJiE.) c 
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nal language is the same as the Yattasscc, but speak Caddo, and 
most of them French. 

The French inhabitanb have great respect for this n?tion, a~d 
a number of very decent families have a mixture of t~1e1r bloo? m 
them. 'Thev claim but a small tract of land, on winch they live, 
~md I am informed have. the same ricrhts to it from government, 

J ~ 

that other inhabitants in their neighbourhood have. They are 
gradually wasting away; the small-pox has been their weat ~e­
stroyer. They still preserve their lndiau dress and habits ; ra1se 
corn aml tiHi·'(' veo·etables common in their neidllJOurhood. 

0 " 
BO LU XAS, are emigrants from near Pensacola. They 

~ame to Hcd rin·r about 4~ years ago, with some French fami­
lies, who left that countrv about the time Pensacola was taken 
possession of by the English. They were then a considerable 
numerous tribe, and have generally embracfd the Roman Ca­
tholic religion, and were ever hi~~hly esteemed by the French. 
They settled first at A voyall, then moved higher up to Ra .. 
}Jide Bayau, and from thence to the mouth of Rigula de Bon .. 
dieu, a division of H.erl river, about 40 miles below X atchitoch, 
where they now live, and are reduced to about 30 in number. 
Their native language is peculiar to themselves, but speak ~I o .. 
bilian, which is spoken by all the Indians from the east side of 
Mi"~i~sippi. Th~y are honest, harmless and friendly people . 

.APPALACHES, are likewise emigrants from \rest Florida, 
from off the river, whose name they bear; came OYer to Red 
liver about the same time the Boluxas did, and have, ever since, 
lived on the river, above llayau llapide. ~ o nation has been 
more highly esteemed by the French inhabitants; no complaints 
against them are ever heard; there are only 1-!- men remaining; 
have their own language, but speak French aud ~Iobilian. 

A LLlBA :\ ll S, are likewise from ".est Florida. otf the .Alli­
bami river, and came to Red river about the same time of the 
.Boluxas and Appalaches. Part of them have lived on Red 
river. about Hi miles above the Bayau Hapide, till last ~·ear, 
when most of this party, of about .30 men, went up Red river, 
and have settled thelllselvt's near the Caddoques, where, I am 
informed, they last year made a good crop of corn. The Cad.,. 
dos are friendly to them, and have no objection to their s•.:-ttling 
there. They speak thr- Creek and Chactaw languages, and ~lo­
bilian; most of them French, and some of them Englisl1. 

There is another p:uty of them, wl1ose villag~ is on a small 
creek, in :\ppchusa district, t~bout 30 miles north west trom the 
churc:.l A :in;::lou.;a. They consist of about 40 men. They 
have Iwed at the same place ever since tlw\ came from Florida; 
art: saiu to be increasing a little itl number;, for a fc\V ;;~ar~ tlast, 
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t:l'hcy raise corn, have horses, bogs and cattle, and are lmrmless, 
quiet people. 

CONCHATTAS, are almost the same people as the 'Alliba­
mis, but came over only ten years ago ; first lived on Bayau 
Chico, in Appelousa district, but, four years ago, moved to the 
river Sabine, settled themselves on the east bank, where they 
now live, in nearly a south direction from N atchitoch, and dis­
taut about 80 mile~. They call their number of men 160, but 
say, if they were all together, they would amount to l200. Seve­
ral families of them live in detached settlements. They are good 
hunters, and game is plenty about where they are. A few days 
ago, a small party of them were here, consisting of l.:J persons, 
meu, \vomeu and t·hildren, wl10 were on their return from a bear 
hunt up Sabine. They told me they ltad killed 1 18 ; but this 
year an uncommou number of bears have come down. One 
man alone, on :::iabine, during the summer and fall, hunting, 
killed 400 deer, sold his skins at 40 dollars a .hundred. The 
bears this year are not so fat as common; they usually yield from 
eight to t\\·elve gallons of oil, each of which never sells for lc~.-: 
than a dollar a gallon, and the skin a dollar more ; no great quan­
tity of the meat is saved; what the hunters don't use when out, 
they generally give to their dogs. The Conchattas are friendly 
with all other Indians, and speak \'\'ell of their neighbours the 
Carankouas, who, they say, live about 80 miles south of them, 
on the bay, which, l believe, is the nearest point to the sea from 
.~ atchitoches. A few families of Chaetmvs have lately settled 
near them from Bayau Beauf. The Conchattas s1?eak Creek, 
which is their native language, and Chactaw, and several of them 
English, and one or two of them can read it a little. 

PAC_'\ N AS, are a small tribe of ahout 30 men, "ho lire on 
the Quelqueshoe ri\·er, which falls into the bay between A tta­
kapa and Sabine, '' hich heads in a prairie callt>d Cooko prairi~, 
about 40 mile~ south west of Natchitoches. These people are 
like\\'ise emigrants fJ"om \\"est I'lorida, about 40 years ago. 
Their village is about 50 miles south east of the Conchattas; are 
said to be increa~ing a little in number; quiet, peaceable and 
friendly people. Their own language differs from any other, but 
speak M obilian. 

ATTAKAPAS. This word, I am iuformed, \vhen transla­
ted iuto English, means man-eater, but is no more applicable to 
them than anv other fndians. The district they live in is called 
after them. rfheir villao·e is about £0 miles to. the w~;stward of 
the Attakapa church, t~wards Quelqueshoe. Their number of 
men is about 50, but some Tunicas and H mnas, who have mar­
ried in their nation and live with them, makes them altogether 
about 80. They are peaceable aud friendly to every body; Ia· 

G 2 
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bour, occasionallv, f<)r the white inhaLitauts; raise their own 
corn; have cattl~ and hogs. 'Their lau.~·uage and the Carau­
kouas is the s:.~tJ;le. They were, or 11ear, where tbcy now 
live, ,,·hen that p4lrt of the country was first disco.vered by the 
rrcnch . 

.APP .. \LOUSA\S. It is said the \ronl Appalousa, in tlu~ 
Iml:i~n.laugl,t~ge, n~eat.ls bla.ck head, ~r black st..,u~l. . T.hey <u;e 
abongmes o.t the d~s.tnct called by their name. I he1r vJlla:;.e .~ 
about 15 o~iles wc:-.t from the Appelousa church ; have ab.out 
~0 men. Th;eir native language djffers from all other ; undcr­
'ilaud .A ttakapa and speak French ; pl;,tn.t corn; have ca,ttle aud 
hogs. 

TUNIC..:\S. These people Jived formerly on the B~pu 
Tunica, above Point Coupee, ou the -'I ississi.ppi, ca."t side; 
live now at Avoyafl; do not at present exceed t].j men. Their 
native lapguagc is peculiar to themselves, but speak ::\lobili:m; 
are employed, occasionally, by the inhabitants as boatmen, &c. 
in an~ity with all other people, and gradually diminishing iu 
num'Qers. 

PASCAGOLAS, live in a small village on Red river, about 
GO miles below Natchitoches; are emi~rants from Pascagola 
river, in \rest :Florida; 2.5 rneq only of them remaining ~ speaL: 
lVlol)iljau, but have a language peculiar to themselves ; most of 
them speak and understand French .. They raise good crops of 
corn, and gardet~ vegetables; have cattle, horses, aJld poultry 
plenty. Their horses are mm.:h like the poorer kind of French 
inlmbitantR on the riN"er, and appear to liYe abont as well. 

TE ~ lSA \\. S, are li~ewise emigrants from. the Tenesau •·in!r, 
that falls into the bav of .:\lobile ~ have been on Rcll 1 iver about 
40 years : are reduc~d to about ~5 men. Their village is ·within 
one mile @f the Pascagolas, on the opposite side, but have lately 
sold their land, and h~1ve, or are about moving, to Bayau Beauf, 
about 2.5 miles south fi·om where they lately lived : all speak 
:French· aud .Mobilian, and live much like their neighbours t\.te 
Pascagolas. 

CHACTOOS, live on Bayau Beauf, about 10 milt's to the 
southward of Bapu Hapide, ~n Red river, towards . ..\ppalou~a:. 
a small, honest people; are aborigines of the couutrv where the" 
li\·e; of men abCJut 30; diminish-ing: have their «;,\ n peculi:{r 
tongue; speak ~I obi) ian. The Jands tht'V claitn on Bayuu lleaut' 
are inferior to no part of Louisiana in d~pth aml rich11~:-os of ~nil, 
growth of timber, pleasantness of sm face and goodness of water. 
The Buyau Bcauf falls into the Chaffeli, and discltargcs, through 
Appalousa and .Attakapa, into V crmilion Bay. 

"'ASHAS. \Vhen the 1:'\ench first ca111e into the ~lississippi, 
this nation lived on an island to the so 1th west of New Orle:.ms, 
called Barritaria, ;.md were the first tribe of luJiaus they became 
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acquainted with, <~nJ were always fri.end'5. They nfterwards lin:d 
on Bayau La Fosh ~ a ad, frnm bciHg a couside1 able nation, are 
now reduced to fi\·e persons only, t"·o nwn aud three women, 
who are scattered in Frtnch fami!it·s; have bcell many years'"':­
tinct, as a natit1n, and their native lan~ua~e is lost. 

C H ACT~-\\\" S. There arc a cons~de;~~dJle number of this na­
tion on the west si.tl.e of the ~lississippi, \diO have not bcPn home 
for several years. .1\ bout t\\ vh-e miles above the post otl Oachc­
ta, on th<).t river, there is ~ small village of them of about :..:;o 
nH·n, who ll~tvc li,·ed there for se\eral years, ami made corn~ 
and like\\"ise on 13ayau Chico, in the northern part of the (~i~trict 
of ..:\pp<.tlousa., there is another vi\la:1;<~ of them of about 50 I'Jcn, 
v.lw han~ been tl1erc for about nine ycars, and :;ay they !;~; n· d:e. 
governor of Louisiana's permission to <;ettle there. Bl':iidc.:..: t!J<>.,,. 
there are rambLng bunting; parties of them t9 lw LH·t ";iih ~:.ll 
over Lower Louisi<ma. Thcv arc at war with the Caddoqw:s .. 
anJ liked by nrither red 110r \~bite pr:oplc. ~ , 

_\HI\.EXS~\S, Ji,·e on tl1c -"\.rkansa riv:..'r, :-i'""d' ,;,~:·. in 
three villages, about 12 miles abon' the pu:~t, n;· ~u:ion. Tlw 
name of the first Yillagc is 1in.::rmimrl, scco~1d t),~i iJ/ u, and t!1c· 
third Ocrtpa ; in all, it is believed_. dwy do 1ut at r:-i., · '"' ex-· 
eecd 100 mcu, :wd dimini:;lli1:g. They are :J.t '":a· \'. ~th the 
0:-;agcs, but friendly \\ ilh all other pecpie, '' L:te a;~d red; ~:re 
the original proprietors of the cou:1tr\' '1;1 tb~ river, to ~dt \Yhich 
they claim, for about :300 miles ~~hoYe tl1cP', to the junt·!iou of 
the rircr Cadwa "itlt .1\i-:.;c::"a ; a hove l.!Ji.; fork 1 h~~ ().;:~:'.1'' 
clnim. Their buguage is o~age. 'i 'L:'\ ~~..;i;L!":il!y i"ul':l' co:-li l<J. 

~t'll; are called lwuc:;t and friendly pco,,:'-·· 
-,...~ 

The foretncntion('d nre all thr· I:11b;J t:?:e.,: tl~;;t f b:m·· o1:v 
knowledge of, or can oiJt:tiu an ~n·r·U1it oi·, in Lou: ... iau:' "~-·:ilit 
of t:le rir1T .:\r!-..cn•.a, lwt\\·een the ~Ji-.. -i:c-.;ippi a11d ri,~r ( ;:·:l'J:'. 

.:\t .:\voYall tl:erc did !in~ a col:.':;,lt'r:tblc tribe:)!. lhat u:l!w~. bur. 
as far a~ l can lcam, h:1n· bc(~ll cxti11ct f:;r u:tn'' _·t·:;1··', t:,,.o o;~ 
thre<> women excepted, who did L·t<ly lin; <..mhu~: ~Lc F: r~Lcll. 
iu!tabitauts on \\"asl1ita. 

Tla're are .a few uf tLc H!tl~··:l"i st;:l li'I-"Jilo/ Oil 1i';~ c~d _c:;iJe rJ 
tl '1• 4 • ~ • I C • I 1\ :\1: r "i •) ,,',,,_,,{. ~ ••""-

Je .1.' ISSIS5'lppl, li! xsu·; t·~; l':trl~tl, J1.H1\\ ~'· "lk :. .. ,_ .. ; Jh,L 

.<scarcely exist, :.ts a natiou. 
Tlmt then• are l'rrors in these ·kdc};,_;; is not to h~· d('t:~;;, ,L 

hut in alJ CaSl'S OUt of my 0\\ ll rci"SOilt.!l kilO'.\ lcdg:~ 1 base <·l~dc;l~ 
voured to procure the Lest ii:fl•nn~!tioll, "L:cb l ks,,· !"aith!t.iiy 
rda~cd ; <111d ! am cot:fideut any er:·ors th:.tt du cxi,_:t :1:"<' too uu­
import:mt to aiTect tbc ohjtJCt Jr)r whid1 tbt-_y arc intended. 

lam, Sir,&('. 
(Siguul) .JOHX SLE~LEY. 

Gctwral H. n~,\P..BOI~~..;. 
Sutchitucltcs, ~liui/ -Y: 1 ::O.i. 
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TO GENERAL HE:VRY DEARBOR~~, 
SECRETARY OF WAlt. 

SrR, 
YOU request me .to give you some account of Rc.d riw·1, 

and the country adjacent: I will endeavour to c<?mply \nth your 
request, to the best of my knowledge and capacity. l\Jy perso­
nal kiiO\dcdge of it is only from its mouth to about 70 or 80 
miles above Natchitoches, being, by the course of the riwr, 
near 400 miles. After that, what L can say of it is deri,·ed from 
information from others, 011 whose veracity I have great reli­
ance; principally from J\'lr. Francis Grappe, who is my as~istaut 
and interpreter of Indian languages ; "hose father was a French 
officer, and superintendent of Indian affairs, at a post, or sta­
tion, occupied by France, "·here they kept some soldiers, and 
had a factory, previous to the cession of Louisiana to Spain, si­
tuate nearly 500 miles, by the course of the river,. above X at­
chitoches, where he, my informant, was born, and lived upward~ 
of 30 years; his time, during which, being occupied alternate­
ly as an assistant to his father, an Indian trader and hunter, "·ith 
the advantage of some learning, and . a very retentive memory, 
acquired an accurate knowledge of the river, as well as the lan­
guages . of all the different lndiau tribes in Louisiat1a, which, 
\Vith his having been Indian interpreter for the Spanish govern­
ment for many years past, and (I believe) deservedly esteemed 
by the Indians, and all others, a man of strict integrity, has, for 
many years, and does 11ow possess their entire confidence, and 
a very extensive influence over them; and I have itwariably found, 
that whatever information I have received from him, ha::, been 
confirmed by every other intelligent perso11, having a knowledge 
of the same, "·ith whom I have conversed. 

l\ OTE. Contrary to geographical rules, as I ascended the 
ri,·er, I called the right bank the northem one, and the left the 
southern. 

THE confluence of Red river with the :\Ii~sissippi is, by 
the course of the latter, estimated about ~ 120 miles from 1\" cw 
Orleans. Descending the ~\J ississippi, after passing the ~pa­
nish line at the S I st degree of north latitude, it makes a re­
markable turn to the \\·estward, or uearly north-we~t, for some 
distance before you arrive at the mouth of Red river, as though, 
notwi~hstauding the immense quantity of its waters ~:h·eady, 
from Its almost numberlr~s tributary streams, it \Yas still desirous 
of a farthn augmentation, by hastening its uuiou with H..cd river 
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(which, perl1aps, is second only in dignity to it) that they migl1t, 
from thence, flow on and join the ocean together, which, for 
many leagues, is. forced to give place to its mighty current. 
But there are reasons for believing the Red river did not alw,ays 
unite with the Mississippi, as it tloes at present ; and that no 
very great length of time has elapsed since the Mississippi left 
its ancient bed, some miles to the eastward, and took its course 
westwardly for the purpose of intermarrying with Red river. 
The mouth of the Chaffeli, which is now, properly speaking~ 
one of the outlets of the river Mississippi to the ocean, is just 
below in sight of the junction of Hed river with the M,issis~ 
sippi; and from its resemblance to Red river in size, growth on 
its banks, appearance and texture of soil, and differing from 
that of the .Mississippi, induces strongly the belief that the 
Chaffeli wa~ once but the continuation of H.ed river to the ocean,. 
and that it had, in its bed, no counection with the Mississippi. 
There is no doubt but the 1\lississippi has alternately occupied 
-different places in the low grounds through which it meanders, 
almost from the high lands of one side to those of the other, for 
the average space' of neat· 30 miles. These two great rivers 
happening to flow, for a distance, through the same mass of 
swamp, that annually is almost all inundated, it is not extraor­
dinary that their channels should find their way together; the 
remarkable bend of the :Mississippi, at this place, to the west­
ward, seems to have been for the express purpose of forming 
this union; after. which it returns to its former course. 

In the month of March, 1803, I ascended Red river, from 
its mouth to N atchitochcs, in an opet~ boat, unless when I chose 
to land and walk across a point, or by the beauty of the river 
bauk, the pleasantness of its groves, or the variety of 1ts shrub~ 
and flowers, I was invited ashore to gratify or please my curio­
sity. Oti entering the mouth of the rivt:r I fouud its \Vaters 
turgid, of a red colour, and llf a brackish taste; and as the 1\lis­
sissippi was tht"n falling, and Hed river rising, found a current,· 
from its mouth upwards, varying considerably in places, but 
averao inrT au out two miles an hour, for the first huw.lrcd miles, 
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"hich, at that time, 1 found to be about the same iu the ~fis-
sissippi; but, when that river is high, and Red river low, there 
is verv little current in the latter, for sixtv or seveuty miles: the 
river," fur that distance, is very crooked, ·increasing the distance, 
by it, from a straight line, more than two thirds; the general 
course of it nearly west: that I. was able to ascertain, from hear­
ing the morning gun at Fort Adams, for three or four mornings 
after entering the river, which was not at the greatest height 
by about fourteen feet; and ~11 the )ow wounds; ~or. ne~u· Se\<:en­
ty mil<>s, eutirel1 overflowed hke tho~e ot the ~ltssisstppt, which, 



in fact, is ·bt1!t a cm'ltinutttion of the :satne. So·ni'e plttces . ap­
peared, by the liigb watt}\· n'lark on ttre tl'ees,_ to overflow oot 
more than t'wo t}f thJ1ee feet, l'3'ft1cniarly tlre light bank,' below­
the mouth 0f th~ D1ac'k ri·v-er, an·d the left b'a•lfk above 1t; th~ 
O'fo~'fh on the lo\ves't ~~a!C~s \villo'w a1'\d cotton wo~, but on 
b r ' , . . 
the highe-st, h1fnaseme oaks, s\Yamp hickdry, ash, grape vmes, 
&c. 

. I made nl.ly calntlafion of our rate of ascent and dis_taftces·t~p 
t11C rivet by my '''attll notin<r ca·refullv with )nv pencil the nu-

' ' ::- .; .I -1 .. 
'hnte of our stops aBd sctti11'g~ off, the iutets and outlets; re\nau~.-
able bends in th'e river and '''ha'tever I obsel'wd any way re­
'tnarkable. About six' m.ilres fJ'om the rnou'th of the 'river, left 
side, there is a bayatJ, a·s it is cal'led, comes it1, that commlt!ni• 
cates with a la'ke called lake Long, '"·hich, by -anotl1er bay~u~ 
'COfntntlnrcates a()·ain '''ith t'h'e river, t4nouo·h which, when there JS a 

0 0 ., 1 . 
sWel-l in the r"iver, boats can pttss, and cut off about 50 m1 ~s, ?emg 
0111 y 14 or lb thJ·o'tlgh it, and about 4.l) by the course of the n.ver; 
and through the lake thel'e is ve'r)· little or Ro current;. hut the 
passage is intricate and di-fficult to. finfl ; a stranger shcmlcl · not 
~ttett)pt it with'eut a r,i·lot ; pebple h~ve he~n lost in .it for seve-
1'31 da)S; b'ut not difficult for tme acqiu1i'nted: we; baving no 
pilot on board to be d~pe'nded on, ke}}t the river. 

l~rom the m'outh of Ned river to the liwuth of Black 
river I matle it 31 mil<es: the water of Black river is clear, 
and when contrasted '\it'h the water of Red river .has a black 
appearance. Froin the mouth of Black river, Red river makes 
a' regular twining to the left, fur about 18 miles, called the Grand 
lle11d, forming a segment of n'ear1y tllree fourths of a circle ; 
·when you arrive at the bayau that leads into Jake Long, which, 
f>'Crhaps:, is in a~ right line, not exceeding 15 miles from the 
~nouth <lf the river. From Baya·u Lake Lung, to Avo)·ullland­
m·g, call-ed Baker's lauding, l made S3 mil(s, and the river i~ 
remc:rkably crooked. At this plat":. the e:uns at l"ort Adams ate 
distinctly heard-, ~nd the sound appeal's t~ be but little south of 
ea~t. \Ve cn'me through a bapn caHetl Siker Bayau, t-hat ctit 
off, w~ understand, six miit:>s; it was through t:l'le bayau about 
fou'r miles. Until we arl'ive'd at Brrker's landi1ng, Sa\V no spot 
of ground fhat did not o1f:erflo·i\· ; the high wa~er ma1·k ~eneralJy 
frbm 3 to 1 5 feet a hove I'ts bunks. After pnssnw Black nvcr tl1e 
Nlge _of the bauks near the river arc highest; th~ land falls~ t~om 
the nvt'r ·back. At Baker's 1::mding I went r~shore·; I under~ 
·~t-Jod, from Baker's landing, ·cross the ~~oint, to I.Je Glass' land­
mg, was o1'1ly three-ur four miles, and bv water 15 · but 1 found . 1 ., ' It ·-6 at east, rind tnet with SlHl'lc diffit:ulty in o-ettina from where 
llarided to the high land at Baker'~ house, fo~ wat~r,. though·nt 
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low water it is a dry cart road, and less than ·a mile; ·I found 
Baker and his family very hospitable and kind; Mr. Baker told 
me he was a native of Virginia, and had lived there upwards of 
30 years. He was living on a tolerable good high piece of 
Jand, not prairie, but joining it. After leaving Baker's house, 
was soon in sight of the prairie, which, I understand, is about 
40 miles in circnmfereuce, longer than it is" ide, very level, only 
a few chlmps of trees to be seen, all covered with good grass. 
The inhabitants are settled all around the out edge of it, by the 
woods, their houses facing imvards, and cultivate the prairie 
land. Though the soil, when turned up by the plow, has a 
good appearance, what I could discover by the old corn and 
cotton stalks, they made but indifferent crops; the timber land 
that I saw cleared and planted, produced the best; the prairie 
is better for grass than for planting. The inhabitants have con­
siderable stocks of cattle, which. !il.ppears to be their principal 
dependence, and I was informed their beef is of a superior 
quality: they have likewise good pork; hogs live very well ; the 
timbered country all round the prairie is principally oak that 
produces good mast for hogs. Corn is generally scarce; they 
raise no wheat, for they have no mills. I was informed that 
the lower end of the prairie that I did not see was much the 
richest land, and the inhabitants lived better, and were more 
wealthy; they are a mixture of :French, Irish, and Americans, 
generally poor and ignorant. Avoyall, at high water, is an 
island, elevated 30 or 40 feet above high water mark ; the quan­
tity of timbered land exceeds that of the prairie, which is like­
wise pretty levd, but scarcely a second quality of soil. La Glass' 
landing, as it is called, I fmlnd about a mile and ·a half from the 
upper end of the prairie; but the high lands bluff to the river. 
After Jeaving this place found the banks rise higher and higher 
on each side ; and fit for settlements; on the right side pine 
woods sometimes in sight. I left the boat again about eight 
miles from Le Glass' landing, right side; walked two and a 
half miles cr0ss a point, to a Mr. Hoome's; rouud the point is 
called J 6 miles. I found the lands through which I passed 
hi"gh, moderately hilly; the soil a good second quality, clay; 
timber, large oak, hickory, some short leaved pine; and several 
small streams of clear running water. This description of lands 
extended back 5 or 6 miles, and bounded by open pine woods, 
which continue, fqr 30 miles, to Ocatahola. 1 found Mr. 
Hoomes' house on a high bluff very near the river; his planta­
tion the ~ame description of land through ·which I had pas~ed, 
producing good corn, cotton and tobacco, and he .told me he had 
tried it in wheat, which succeeded well, but havmg no mills tQ 
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manufacture it, had only made the experiment. Mr. Hoomes 
told me all the lands round his, for many miles, ''Vere vacaut. On 
the south side there is a large body of rich, low ~rout~ds, ex­
tendino· to the borders of Appalousa, watered and dramed by 
Bayaul:)Robert and Bayau Beauf, two handsome_ stre~ms of c!ear 
water that rise in the high lands between Red nver and Sabme, 
and after meandering through this immens€ mass of low grounds 
of 30 or 40 miles square, fall into the Chatfeli, to the so~th­
ward of Avoyal1. 1 believe, in point of soil, growth of tim­
ber, goodness of water, and conveniency to navigation,_ ~here 
is not a more valuable body of land in this part of Louisiana. 
From Mr. Hoomes' to the mouth of Rapide Bayau is, hy the 
river, 35 miles. A fe,\-· scattering settlements on the right side, 
but none on the left; the right is preferred to settle on, on ac­
count of their st0cks being convenient to the high lands; but the 
!ettlers on the right side own the lands on the left side too ; 
the lands on the Bayau Rapide are the same quality as those on 
Bayus Robert ar:d Beauf, and, in fact, are a continuation of the 
same body of lands. Bayau Rapide is somewhat in ,.,·the form 
of a half moon; the two points, or horns, meeting the 1·iver 
about 20 miles from each other : the length of the bayau is 
about 30 miles; on the back of it there is a large bayau falls in, 
on which there is a saw mill, very advantageously situated, in 
1·espect to a never failing supply of water; plenty of tim her; 
and the plank can be taken from the mill tail by water. This 
bayau i~ excellent water; rises in the pine woods, and discharges 
itself each ·way into the river, by both ends of Bayau Rapide. 
Boats cannot pass through the bayau, from the river to the river 
again, on account of rafts of timber choaking the upper end 
of it, but can enter the lower end and ascend it more than half 
through it. On the lower end of the bayau, on each side, is 
the principal Rapide iettlement, as it is called. K o country 
whatever can exhibit handsomer plantations, or better lands. 
The Rapide is a fall, or shoal, occasioned by a soft rock.in the 
bed of the river, tha.t extends from side to side, over which, 
for about five months in the year (viz.) from July to December, 
there is not sufficient water for boats to pass without lightening, 
but at all other seasons it is the same as any other part of the 
river. This rock, or hard clay, for it resembles the latter al­
most as much as the former, is so soft it may be cut away with 
a pen knife, or any sharp instrument, and scarcely turn the edge, 
and extends UJ? and. down the river but a few yards; and I have 
heard severa~ mtelhgent persons give it as their opinion, that 
~he extraordmary expense and trouble the inhabitants were at, in 
one yc:w, in getting loaded boats over this shoal, would be more 
than sntticient to cut a passage through it; but it happens at a 
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season of the year when the able planters are occupied at home, 
and would make no use of the river were there no obstructions 
in it; but at any rate, the navigation of the river is clear a Iunger 
proportion of the year than the rivers in the northern countrie$ 
are clear of ice. Bt-tt this obstruction is certainly removable, 
at a very trifling expense, in comparison to the importance of 
having it dontt; and nothing but the nature of the . government 
we have lately emerged from, can be assigned as a reason for 
its not having been effected long ago. 

After passing the Rapides there are very few settlements to be 
seen, on the main river, for about 20 miles, though both sides 
appeared to me capable of making as valuable settlements as any 
on the river; we arrive then at the r ndian villages, on both 
sides, situate exceedingly pleasant, and on the best lands; after 
passing which you arrive at a large, beautiful plantation of l\1r. 
Gillard; the house is on a point of a high pine woods bluff, 
close to the river, 60 or 70 feet above the common sur­
face of the country, overlooking, on the east, or opposite 
side, very extensive fields of low grounds, in high cultivation, 
and a long reach of the river, up and down; and there is an 
excellent spring of water issues from the bluff, on which the 
house is situated, from an aperture in the rock that seems to 
have been cloven on purpose for it to flow ; and a small distance, 
back of the house, there is a lake of clear water, abounding 
with fish in summer and fowl in winter. I have seen in all my 
life, very few more beautiful or advantageou~ly situated places. 

Six miles above Gillard's you arrive at the small village of 
Boluxa Indians, where the river is divided into two channels, 
forming an island of about fifty miles in length, and three or 
four in breadth. The right hand division is called the Rigula de 
Bondien, on which are uo settlements; but, I am informed, will 
admit of being well settled; the lt-ft hand division is the boat 
channel, at present, to Natchitoches: the other is likewise boat­
able. Ascending the left hand branch for about 24 miles, we 
pass a thick settlement and a number of wealthy inhabitants. 
This is called the River Cane settlement; called so, I believe, 
from the banks some years ago, being a remarkable thick cane­
brake . 

.After passing this settlement of about forty families, the river, 
divides again, fonning another island of about thirty miles in 
length, and from two to four in breadth, called the Isle Breve!, 
after a reputable old man now living in it, who first settled it. 
This island is sub-divided by a bayau that communicates from 
one river to the other, called also Bayau Brevel. The middle 
division of the river, is called Little river, and it is thickly set .. 
tled, and is the boat channel: the westward division of the rivflt: 

HQ 
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is called False river, is navigable, but not settled; the banks are 
too low; it passes through a lake called Lac Occassa. ·when 
you arrive at Natchitoches, you find it a small, irregular; and 
meauly built village, half a dozen houses excepted, on the west 
side of that division of the river it is 01i, the high pine and oak 
·woods approach within two or three hundred yards of the river. 
In the village are about forty families, twelve or :fifteen mer­
chants or traders, nearly all French. The fort built' by our 
troops since their arrival, called fort Claiborne, is situated on a 
small hill, one street from the river, and about thi~ty feet higher 
than the river banks. All the hill is occupied by the fort and 
barracks, and does not exceed two acres of ground. The 
southern and eastern prospects from it are very beautiful. One 
has au extensive view of the fields and habitations down the river, 
and the other a similar view over the river, atid of the whole 
village. This town thirty or forty years ago, was much larger 
than at present, and situated on a hill about half a mile from its 
pre£ent site. Then most of the families of the district lived in 
the town, but finding it convenient on account of the stocks and 
farms, they filed off, one after another, •md settled up and down 
the river. The merchants and trading people found being on 
the bank of the river more convenient for loading and unloading 
their boats, left the hill on that account: and others, finding the 
river ground much superjor for gardens, to which they are in the 
habit of paying great attention, followed the merchants; after 
them the priests and commandant; then the church and jail (or 
calleboose), and now nothing of the old town is left, but the 
form of their gardens and some ornamental trees. It is now a 
very extensive common of several hundred acres, entirely tufted 
with clover and covered vrith sheep and cattle. The hill is a 
stiff clay, and used to make miry streets ; the river soil, though 
much richer, is of a loose, sandy, texture; the streets are nei­
ther miry nor very dusty. Our ''"ells do not aft'0rd us good wa­
ter, and the rivar '"ater, in summer, is too brackish to drink, 
and never clear. Our springs are about half a mile ba~k _from 
the river, but the inhabitants, many of them, have large cisterns, 
and use, principally, rain'water, which is preferred to the spring 
water. The planters along on the river generally use rain water; 
though when the river is high, and the water taken up and set­
tled in large earthen jars, (which the Indian women make of 
good quality and at a moderate pric~), it can be drank tolerably 
weiJ, but it makes iJad tea. 

Near Natchitoches there are two large lakes, one within· a 
mile, the other six miles to the nearest parts. One of them is 
fifty or sixty miles in circumference, the other upwards ·of 
thirty: these lakes rise and fall with the river. \Vh~n the. river. 
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is rising the bayaus that connect with the lakes, run into the lakes 
like a mill-tale, till the lakes are filled ; and when the river is 
falling, it is the same the contrary way, just like the tide, but only 
annual. On these creeks good mills might be erected, but the 
present inhabitants know nothing of mills by water, yet have excel­
lent cotton gins \VOr~ed by horses. I do not know a single me­
chanic in the district, who is a native of it, one tailor excepted. 
Every thing of the kind is done by strangers, and mostly Ame­
ricans. Though N atchitochcs has been settled almost one hun­
dred years, it is not more than twehe or fifteen years since they 
ever had a plow, or a flat to cross the river with; both which 
were introduced by an irish Pennsylvanian, under a similar op­
position to the Copernican system. 'Tis almost incredible the 
quantity of fish and fowl these lakes supply. It is not uncom­
mon in "'·inter for a single man to kill from two to four hundred 
fowl in one evening; they fly between sundown and dark; the 
air is filled with them; they load and fire as fast as they can, 
without taking any particular ainl, continuing at the same stand 
till they think they have killed enough, and then pick up what 
they have killed ; they consist of several kinds of duck, geese, 
brant, and swan. In summer, the quantities of fish are nearly 
in proportion. One Indian will, with a bow aud arrow, some­
times kill them faster than another, with two horses, can bring 
them in; they weigh, some of them, thirty or forty pounds. 
The lakes likewise afford pl<'uty of shells for lime; and at low 
water, the greater of them is a most luxuriant meadow, where 
the inhabitauts fatten their horsts. All round these lakes abO\'C 
high water mark, there is a border of rich land, generally wide 
enough for a field. On the bank of one of them, there is plen­
ty of stone coal, and several quarries of tolerable good building 
stone; at high water boats can go out of the river into them. 
Similar lakes are found all along Red river, for five or six hun­
dred miles, which, besides the uses already mentioned, nature 
seems to have provided as reservoirs for the immense quantity 
of water beyond what the banks of the river will contain ; other:­
wise 110 part of them could be inhabited : the lo\'\' grounds, from 
hill to hill, would be inundated. About twelve miles north of 
Natchitoches, on the north-east side of the river, there is a 
large htke calied Lac Noiz; the bayau of it communicates to 
the Rigula de Hondieu, opposite Natchitoch, which is boata­
ble the gre3ter part of the yt>ar. Near this lake are the salt wurb, 
from which all the salt that is used in the district, is made; and 
which is made '' ith so much ease, that two old men, both of 
them cripples, \Yith ten or twelve old pots and kettles, have, 
for several wars past, made an abundant supply of salt for the 
whole district : they inform me they make six busheb per day. 
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l have not been at the place, but have a bottle of the lVater 
brought to me, which I found. nearly saturated. The salt is 
good. ·I never bad better bacon than I make with it. I am in ... 
formed, there are twelve saline springs now open; and by dig .. 
ging for them, for aught any one knows~ twelve hundred might 
be opened. A few months ago, captain ·Burnet, of the Mi~ 
sissippi territory, corning to this place by Washita, came by the 
salt works, and purchased the right of one of the old men he 
found thet:e, and has lately sent up a boat, with some large kettles 
and some negroes, under the direction of his son; and expects; 
when they get all in order, to-be ab-le to make thirty or forty 
bushels a day. Captain Burnet is of opinion, that he shall be 
able to supply the Mississippi territory, and the settlements on 
l\tlississippi, from point Coupee, upwards, lower than they can 
get it in New Orleans and briug it up. Cathartic salts., and 
magnesia, might likewise be made in large quantities, if they 
understood it. The country all round the Sabine and Black 
lake is vacant, and from thence. to ~, ashita, a ·distance of about 
one hundred and twenty miles, which 1 am informed affords 
considerable quantities of well timbered good uplands_, anrl well 
watered. There is a small stream we cross on the Washita road, 
the English call it Little ·ri·cer, the French Dogdimona, af.,. 
fording a wide rich bottom: this stream falls into the Acuta­
h-o1a lake ; from thence to \Yashita, it is called Acatahola ri­
ver; its course is eastwardly, and falls into Washita, near the 
moudt of Tensaw, where the road from Natchitoches to Nat­
chez, crosses it: from the confluence .of these three rivers. 
downwards, it is called Black river, \'\'hich falls into Red river, 
sixty miles below. There is a good salt spring ne.ar the Acata-
lwla Jake. . · 

Ascending Red river, above Natchitoches, in about three 
miles arrive at the upper mouth of the Rigula de Boudieu: 
there are settlements all along; plantations adjoining. From the 
upper mouth of the Rigula de Bondieu, the river is one chan­
nel through the settlement called Grand Ecore, of about six miles; 
it is caUed: Grand Ecore, (or in English the Great Bluff) being 
such a one on the ·)eft hand side, near one hundred feet high. 
The face next .the river, almost perpendicular, of a soft, white 
rock; the top, a gravel loam, of considerabJe extent, on which 
grow la~·ge oaks, hickory, black cherry, and grape vines. At 
the bottom of one of these bluffs, for there are two near each 
other, is a large quantity of stone-coal, and neat· them several 
springs of the b~st .water in this part of the. country; and a lake 
of cl~'ar water wttlun two hundred yards, boutl.ded by a gravelly 
marg1~1. 1 pretend .~o have no knowledge_ of military tactics, 
but thmk, fm.m the nver in this place being all in w1e cbann~l,. 

1 
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the goodnes~ of the water, a high, healthy country, and well 
timbered all round it, no height near it so high, its command­
ing the river, and a very public ferry just under it, and at· a 
small expense, would be capable of great defence with a small 
force. The road from it to the westward, better than from 
Natchitoch, and by land 'only about five miles above it, and 
near it plenty of good building stone. These advantages it pos­
sesses beyond any other place within my knowledge on the river, 
for a strong fort, and safe place of deposit. Just about this 
bluff} the river makes a large bend to the right, and a loug reach 
nearly due east and west by it·~ the bluff overlooks, on the op­
posite side, several handsome plantations. I have been induced, 
from the advantages this place. appeared to me to possess, to 
purchase it, with four or five small settlements adjoining, in­
cluding both bluffs, the ferry, springs and lake, the stone quar­
ries, and coal; and a field of about five hundred acres of the 
best low grounds, on the opposite side. After leaving Grand 
Ecore, about a mile, on the left side comes in a large bayau, 
from the Spanish lake, as it is called, boatable the greater part 
of the year. This lake is said to be about fifty •niles in circum­
ference, and risei and falls with tlte river, into \vhich, from the 
river, the largest boats may ascend, and from it, up the mouths 
of several large bayaus that fall iuto it, for some dist~mce, one 
in particular called bayau Dupong, up which l>oats may ascend 
within one and a half mile of old fort Adaize. Leaving this 
bayau about two miles, arrive at a fort or divisi· m of the river; 
the left hand bnmch bears weswardly for sixty o1· eighty miles; 
then eastV\ ... clrdly, meeting the branch it left, after forming an 
island of about one hundred mile$ lpng, und, in some places, 
nearly thirty miles wide. Six or seven years ago, boats used to 
pass this way into the main river again; its communication with 
which being above the great raft or obstruction; but it is now 
choaked, and requires a portage of three miles; but at any season, 
boats can g0 from Natchitoches, about eighty miles, to the 
place called the point, where the French had a factory, and a 
Hmall st~tion of soldiers to guard the Indian trade, and is now 
undoubtedly a very eligible situation for a similar establishment. 
The country bounded to the east and north, by this branch or 
division of the river, is called the bayau Pierre settlen1ent, which 
was begun, and some of the lands granted before Louisiana was 
ceded to Spain by France, and coutinued under the jurisdiction 
of the commandant of Natchitoches until about twenty years 
ago, when, by an agreement between a Mr. Vogone, then com­
mandant of this place, and a Mr. Elibarbe, commandant at 
Natchitoches, the settlement called Bayau Pierre, was placed_ 
~ndcr the jurisdiction of the latter, and has ~o continued eve~ 
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since. The settlement, I believe, contains about forty families; 
and generally they ~ave large stocks of cattle:. they supply us 
with our cheese entirely, and of a tolerable quahty, and we get 
from them some excellent- bacon hams. The country is inter­
spersed with prairies, resembling, as to richness, th,e river b_?t­
toms, and, iH size, from five to five thousand acres. The h1l1s 
are a good grey soil, and produce very weJl, and afford beau7 
tiful situations. Th~ creek called Bayau Pierre, (.~tony creek) 
passes through the settlement, and affords a number of g?od 
mill seats, and its bed and banks lined with a good kind of build­
ing stone, but no mills are erected on it. Some of the inha­
bitants have tried the uplands in wheat, which succeeded well. 
They are high, gently rolling, and rich enough; produce good 
corn, cotton, and tobacco. I was through the settlement in 
J u1y last, and found good water, either from a spring or welJ, 
at every house. The inhabitants are all French, one family ex­
cepted. A few miles to the \vestward, towards Sabine, there 
is a Saline where the inhabitants go and make their salt. On 
the whole, for health; good \Yater, good living, plenty of food 
for every kind .of animal, general conveniency, and handsome 
surface, I have seen few parts of the world more inviting to 
settlers. 

Returning back again to the fork of the main river ;ve left, 
for the purpose· of exploring the Basau Pierre branch, we find 
irregular settlements, including Campti, where a few families 
are settled to~ether on a hill near the river, north east side. For 
about 20 miles the river land is much the same. every where, 
but the Campti settlement is more broken with bayaus and la­
goons than any place I am acquainted with on the river, and ' 
for want of about a dozen bridges is inconvenient to· get to, 
or travel through. The upper end of this settlement is the last 
on the main branch of Red river, which, straight by land, does 
not exceed 25 miles above Natchitoches. At the upper house 
the great raft or jam of timber begins; this raft choaks the 
main channel for upwards of 100 miles, by the course of the 
river; not one entire jam from the beginning to the end of it, 
but only at the points, with places of. se,•eral leagues that are 
clear. The river is very crooked, and the low grounds are wide· 
and rich, and [ am informed, no part of Red 'river will afford 
better plantJtions than along its banks by this raft, which is re­
presented as being so important as to render the country above 
it of little value for settlements; this opinion is founded en­
tirely upon incorrect information. The first or lowest part of 
the raf~ is at a bet~d or point in the river, just below the upper 
plantation, at winch_, on the- right side, a large bayau, or clivi .. 
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mon of the river, callerl Bayau Chauno, comes in, which is free 
of any obstructions, and the greater part of the year boats of 
any size may ascend it, into lake Bistino, through which, to its 
communication with the lake, is only about three miles; the lake 
is about 60 miles long, and lay~ nearly parallel with the river, 
from the upper end of which it communicates again with the 
river, by a bayau called Daichet, about forty miles above the 
upper end of the raft; from the Jake to the river, through Bayau 
Daichet, is called nine miles; there is always -in this bavau suf­
ficient water for any boat to pass; from thence upwa;ds Red 
river is free of all obstructions to the mount~1ins. By lake Bis­
tino, and these two bayau~, an island is formed, al1out 70 miles 
long, and three or four wide, capable of affording settleme~1ts infe­
rior to none on the river. ~:From the abov.e account you will 
perceive, that the only difflculty in opening a boat pa~sage by 
this raft, through the lake, which is much shorter than by the 
course of the river, and avoid the current,- and indeed~ was the 
l_'iver unGbstructed, would always be prefeiTed, is this small jam 
of timber at the point, just below the bayau Channo, as it is 
-=ailed. 

After the receipt of your letter I had an opportunity of seeing 
some of the inhabitants who live near tllis place, who informed 
me, that that small raft was easily broken, and that they had 
Jately been talking of doing it. I persuaded them to make the 
astempt, and they accordingly <ippointed the Friday following, 
and all the neighbours "ere to be invited to attend and assist. 
They met accordingly, aud effected a pa::.sage next to one bank 
of the river, so tha~ boats could pass, but did not entirely break 
it; they intend ·to take another spt!l at it, when the water falls 
a little, and speak confident) y of succeeding. 

The country about the head of lake llistino, is highly spoken 
of, as \\'ell the high lands, as the river bottom. There are 
falling into the river and lake in the vicinity, some handsome 
streams of clear wholesome -water from tm\·ards "\Vashita, one 
in particular called bayau Badkah by the Indians, which is boat­
able at some seasons'; this bayau passes through a long, narrow, 
and rich prairie, on which my informant says, .500 families 
might be desirably settled; and from thence up to where the 
Caddos lately lived, the river banks are high, bottoms wide and 
rich as any other part of the river. From thence it is much the 
same to the month of the Little ri..,·er of the left; this river is 
()'enerally from 50 to au I 00 yards wide·; heads in the great 
prairies, south of Red river, and lnterlo~ks with the hearl branches 
of the Sabine and Trinity rivers; and in times of high water is 
boatable 40 or 50 leagues, affording a large body of excellent, 
well timbered and rich land, the low grounds from :J to 6 miles 
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wide; }>ut the quality of the water, though clear, is ver~ infe~or 
to that of the streams that fall into Red river on the north side.· 
The o-eneral course of the Red river from this upwards is nearly 
from \vest to east till we anive at the Panis towns, when it 
turns north \'\'estw;rdly. After leaving the mouth of the Little 
1·iver of the left both· banks are covered with strong thick cane 
for about 20 miles; the low grounds very wide, rich and do not 
ovedlow; the river widening in proportion as th~ banks.a.re less 
liable to overflow; you arriye at a hanrlsome, nch prame, £.) . 
miles long on the right side, and 4 or 5 miles wide ; bounded 
by handsome oak and hickory wood'l, mixed with some .short 
leaved pine; interpersed with pleasant streams and fountams of 
w~ter .. The opposite, or left side is a continuation of thick 
cane; the river or low lands 10 or 1£ miles wide. After leav­
ing the prairie, the cane q:mtinues for about 40 miles; you 
then arrive at another prairie, called Little prairie, ]eft side, 
about 5 miles in length, and from 2 to in 3 breadth ; opposite 
side continues cane as before; low lands wide, ·welJ timbered, 
,·cry rich, and overflow but little ; the river still widening. 
Back of the low grounfils, is a well timbered, rich upland coun:. 

, try; gently rolling and well watered ; from the Little prairie, 
both banks cane for "10 or 12 miles, when the oak and pine 
woods come bluff to the river for about 5 miles ; left hand 
side, cane as before; then the same on both sides, for from 10 
to QO miles wide, for about I 5 miles, when the cedar begins on 
both sides, and is the principal growth on the wide, rich river 
bottom for' 40 miles ; in all the world there is scarcely to be 

·found a more beautiful growth of cedar timber; they, like the 
cedars of Libanus, are large, lofty and straight. . 

. You now arrive at the mouth of the Little river of the right; 
this river is about 150 yards wide; the water clear as crystal; 
the bottom of the river stony, and is boatable, at high water, 
up to the grea.t prairies near 200 miles by the course of the ri­
ver; the lowgroundsp:enerallyfrom lOt~ 15 miles wide, abound­
ing wi~h ~he mos~ luxuriant ~rm,rth ~f rich timber, but subj~ct 
to. pa~tmlmdunrlatwn at particular ramy seasons. After leavmg 
th1s nver, both banks of Red river are cane as before for about 

'1 ' £0 mt ~s,. wh~n you come to the round prairie, right side, 
about .~ miles m circumfet·ence. · At this place Red rive1~ is for.:. 
<~able . at low water; a hard stony bottom, and is the first p1ace 
t1:om I~s mouth where it can be forded. This round prairie is 
)ugh and pleasant; surrounded by handsome oak and hickory. 
upland:; ; left side cane as before, aud then th~ same both sides 
for. 20 J~liles_, to the long prairie, left side, 40. milf's long; op­
po:ntc. s1de cane as before; near the middle of .this prairie,. 
th~:rc :~ a lake of about 5 miles it, circumf~~rence, iu an ova\ 
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form, neitl1er tree nor shrub near it, nor stream of water ntn"' 
ning either in or out of it ; it is very deep, and the water so lim­
pid . that a ·fish may be seen 15 feet from the surface. By the 
sid:e of this lake the Caddoquies have lived froll) time im-~ 
me111otial. About one inile from the lake is the hill ou which, 
they say~ the Great Spirit placed one Caddo family, who were 
saved when, by a general deluge, all the world were drowned; 
from whieh family all the Indians have originated. For this 
little uatural eminence all the Indian tribes, as well as the 
Caddoquies, for a great distance, pay a devout and sacred ho .. 
mage. Here the French, for many years before Louisiana was 
ceded to Spain, had erected a small fort ; kept some soldiers to 
guard a fa~tory they had here established for the [ndian trade, 
and several French families '"·ere settled in the vicinity, built a 
flour mi·ll, and cultiv-ated wheat successfully for several years; 
and it is only a few ye~rs ago thatthe mill irons and niill stones 
were brought down; it is about Q5 years since those French fa­
milies moved down, and J 4 years since the Caddoquies left it. 
Here is another fording place when the river is low. On the 
opposite side a point of high oak, hickory, and pine land cpmes 
b!uff to the river for about a mile ; after which, thick cane to 
the upper end of the prairie ; then the same on both sides for 
about 12 miles ; then prairie on the left side for QO miles, op­
posite side can-:: ; then the same for 30 miles, then an oak high 
bluff three miles, cane again for about the same dist~nce, on 
both ~ides; then for about one league, left side; is a beautiful 
grove of paeans, intermixed with no other growth ; after which, 
cane both sides for 40 miles; then prairie, left side, for 20 
miles, and from one to two miles only in depth ; about the mid­
dle of which comes· in a b3;yau of clear running \Vater, about 
50 feet wide ; then cane again both sides of the river for ab~mt 
40 miles; then, on the right side, a point of high pine woods 
bluff to the river for about half a mile, cane again 15 or 16 
miles; then a bluff of large white rocks for about half a mile, 
near 100 feet high, cane again about 45 miles, to a prairie on 
the right side, of about so miles long, and '12 or 15. ntiles· 
wide ; there is a thin skirt of wood along the bank of the ri­
ver, that when the leaves are on the trees, the prairie is, from 
the· river, scarcely to be st·en. From the upper end of this· 
prairie it is thi<;k. cane again for. about six miles, when we ar­
J'ive to the mouth of Bayau Galle, which is on the right side, 
abot&t thirty )Urds wide, a beautiful, clear, running stream of 
wholesome well tasted water; after passing which it is thick 
cane again for 25 miles, when we arrive at a river that falls in 
on the right side_, which is c~lled by .the Indians Kiomitch.~, and 
by the French La lti'iJiere la lJiine, or .Mine river, which il-l 
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about thO yards wide, the water-~lear an~ go.od, and is boat• 
able about 60 miles to the silver mme, wh1ch IS on the bank,of 
the river, anci the ore ap(Jears in large qmmtities, but the rich­
ness of it is not kno\\ n. The Indians inform of the1r di1"cover• 
ino- another, about a year ago, on a creek that empties into the 
l{iomitchie ahout three miles from its mouth, the ore of which ' . 
they say resembles tl·~ other. The bottom land of this river is 
not wide, but rich; the arljoiuing high lands are rich, well tim­
bered, well watered and situated. About the mine the current 
of the river is too strong for boots to ascend it~ the country 
being hilly. After passing the Kiomitchie, both banks of the 
1·iver are covered with thick cane for 25 miles, then, -Jeft side, 
a high pine bluff appears a·gain to the river for about half a 
mile, after which nothing but cane again on each side for about 
40 miles, which briugs you to the mouth of a handsome· bayau, 
)eft side, called by the Indians Nalwucha, which, in EngJiah, 
nieans the Kick; the French call it Bois d' .Arc, or BoW-\\<·ood 
creek, from the large quantity of that wood that grows upon it. 
On this bayau trappers have been more successful in catching bea• 
ver tbm on any other water of Redriver; it communicates with a 
lake, three or four miles from its mouth, called Swan lake,. 
from the great number of swan that frequent it; it is believed 
that this bayau is buatable at high water, for 20 or 30 leagues, 
from what I have been informed. by some hunters with whom I 
have conversed, vd10 have been upon it. The low grounds are 
from three to six miles '\\'ide, very rich, the principal growth on 
it is the bois d'arc. The great prairies approach pretty near the 
low grounds on each side of this creek ; leaving which it is 
cane both sides for about eight miles, when we arrive at the 
mouth of the Vazzures, or ·Boggy ri,·er, which is about QOO 
yards wide, soft miry bottom, the water whitish, but well tasted. 
Attetnpts have been made to ascend it in perogues; but it was 
found to be obstructed by a raft of logs, about QO miles up it. 
The current was found to be gentle, and depth of water suffi­
cient; was the channel not. obstructed might be ascended far 
up it. The low grounds on this river are not as wide as on 
most of the livers that fall il).to H.ed ri-\'er, but very rich; the 
high lands are a strong clay soil ; the principal growth oak. 
·After leaving this river the banks of Red river are alternately 
cane and prairie; the timber is very small and scattered along 
only in places; it is onl)· now to be seen along the water courses. 
From the. Boggy river to tbe Blue river is about 50 miles, 
which comes in on the right side. The water Qf this river is ' 
called blue, from its extreme transparency ; it is said to be well 
tasted, and admired, for its qualitv, _ to drink. ''The bed o{ 
this river is liued geuerally with black: and greyish flint stones; 
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it is about 50 yards wide, and represented as a beautiful stream ; 
perogues ascend it about 60 or 70 miles. The low grounds of 
Blue river are a good width for plantations, very rich ; th~ 
growth paean, and every species of the walnut. The whole 
country here, except on the margin of the water courses, is one 
immense prairie. After passing this river copses of wood only 
are to be seen here and there along the river bank for 25 miles, 
to a small turgid river, called by the Indians Ba!tachaha, and 
by the French l?au~'oachita, or False oachito; some call it the 
Missouri branch of Red 1-iver ; it emits a l~onsiderable quantity 
of water; runs from north to south, ~and falls into Red river 
nearly at right angles, aud heads near the head of the Arkensa, 
and is so brackish it cannot be drank. On this river, and on 
a branch of the Arkelisa, not far from it, the Indians find the 
salt rock; pieces of it have oftetl been brought to Natchitoches 
by hunters, who procured it from the h1dians Frotn the 
mouth of this river, tlnough the prairie, to the main branch of 
the Arkensa, is three days journey; perhaps 60 or 70 miles in 
a straight line. From this to the Pani~, or Towrache towns, by 
land, is about 30 miles) and by water, double that distance ; 
the river is nearly a mile wide. The country on each side, for 
many hundreds of miles, is all prairie, except a skirt of wood 
along the river bank, and on the smallu streams ; ·what trees 
there are, are small ; the grass is green summer and winter. 
In between SS and 34 degrees of north latitude, the soil is very 
rich, producing, luxuriously, every thing that is planted in it: 
the river, from this upwards, for 150 miles, continues ::tt least 
a mile wide, and may be ascended in pero~~ues. 

Mr. Grappe, to whom I am indebted for tl .. ]e foregoing ac~ 
curate description of Red riYer.., in(ormed me, thal his personal 
knowledge of it did not extend hut little above the Panis towns; 
but Mr. Brevel, of tlie Isle ..Brevel, who was born at the CaddQ 
old towns, where he was, had been farther up it, and that what­
~ver account he gave me might be relied on. 

I therefore sought an opportunity, a few days after, to obtai11 
from Mr. Brevel the following narrative, which I 'note down 

·from his own mouth, as he related it: .. 
"About 40 years ago, I set off, on foot, from the Panis na­

tion (who then lived about bO leagues above where they now 
live), in company with a party of young Indian men, with 
whgm 1 had been partly raised, on a hunting voyage, and tG 
procure horses. \Ve kept up on the south side of Hed river, as 
near it as we could conveniently cross the small streams tlu..J.t fall 
in, sometimes at some distance, and at others very •lear it, and 
in sight of it. \V e found the country all prairie, except small 
~opses of wood, cedar, cotton wood) or musketo, amongst 
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"•hich a stick six inches in diameter could not be found; the 
surface becoming more and more light, sandy and hilly, with 
ledges of clifts of a greyish sandy rock, but every w~ere. covered 
with herbage. \Ve found many small streams fallmg mto the 
river, but none of any considerable size, o.r that discharged mu~h 
water in dry seasons, but many deep gullies fonned by the. ra1.n 
water. After travelling for ::,everal days over a country of th1s 
description, the country became more broken, the hilJs rising 
into mountains, amongst which \'Ve saw a great deal of rock salt, 
and an ore the Indians said was my (meaning the white people's) 
treasure, which I afterwards learned was silver. Aud that 
amongst these mountains of mines, we often heard a noise like 
the explosion of a cannon, or distant thunder, which the In..;. 
dians said was the spirit of the white ·people working in their 
treasure, which, I after"V\'ards was informed,_ was the _blowi~1g of 
the mines, as it is called, which is common in all parts of 
Spani!:ih America where mines exist. The main branch of the 
1.·iver becom~ng smaller, till it divided into almost innumerable 
streams that issued out of the vaHies amongst these mountains ; 
the soil very light and sandy, of a redrlish grey colour. 'Ve tra­
velled on f~;om the 'top of one mountain to the top of another, 
in hopes the one we were ascending \vas always the last, till the 
small streams we met with ran the contrary way, towards the 
setting suu, and the lands declining that way. \ V e continued on 
till the streams enlarged into a river of considerablesize, and the 
country became level, well timbered, the soil a rich black 
loam ; the waters were all clear and \vell tasted. Here we found 
a great many different tribes of the Hietan, App3ches, and Con­
cee Indians; we likewise fell in with them frequently from the 
time \Ve had been a few days out from the Panis towns, and 
were always treated kindly by them. I believe the distance fr·om 
the Panis old towns to where we saw the last of Red river 

· water, is at least one hundred leagttes; and m crossing over the 
1·idge, we saw no animals that were not common in all the couu· 
try of Louisiana, except the spotted tyger, and a few white 
bears. After spending some days on the western waters, we set· 
off for the settlements of St. a l7e, steering nearly a south-east 
cou.r~e, and in a few days were out of th~; timbered country into 
prame; the country became broken and hilly; the watt>rs all 
running westwardly; the country clothed with a luxuriant herb­
age, ai;td frequently passing mines of silver ore. \V e arrived, at 
lengt~~ .at a small meanly-built town in tl~e St. a Fe settlement, 
contmmilg about one hundred houses, round which were some 
small cultivated fields, fenced round with Slllall cedar and mus­
keto brusbi wattled in stukes. This little towu was on a slna.ll 
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stream of water that ran westwardly, and in a'dry season scarcely 
run at all ; and that the inhabitants were obliged to water their 
cattle fi·om'\'vells. And 1 understood that the bayau upon which 
this town is situated, was no part of Rio Grandi, but fell· into 
the western ocean ; but of that I might have been mistaken. I 
understood that similar small towns, or missions, were within 
certain distances of each other for a great extent sollthwardly, to­
wards Mexico; and that the inhabitants were mostly christian­
ised lndiaus and Matiffs. That the mines in that settlement af­
forded very rich ore, which was taken away in large quantities, 
packed on mules, and had the same appear~nce of ,,·hat we 
met with about the head branches of R~d river. After furnish­
ing ourselves with horses at this place, we set off again for the 
Panis towns, from whence we started, steering at first south­
wardly, iri order to ~void a high mountainous country that is dif­
ficult to cross, thaf lies between St. a Fe and Red river. After 
travelling some distance south, we turned our course north'-east­
wardly, and arrived at the Panis towns in eighteen days from the 
day we left St. a Fe settlements, and three months and hveuty 
days from the time \lite started." 

He is of the opinion, that from the Pauis towns to St. a Fe, 
in a right line, is nearly three hundred miles, and all the country 
prairie, a few scattering cedar knobs excepted. After he had 
finished his narrative, l asked him how far Red river was boat­
able. He said, not much above the Panis old towns; not that 
he knew of any particular falls or obstructions, but that the head 
branches of the river came from steep mountains, on which the 
rain often poured down in torreuts, and runs into the river with 
such velocity, .sweeping along with it large quantities of loose 
earth, of '"·hich these hills and mountains are composed: that it 
1·olls like a sweH in the sea, and would either sink or carry along 
with it any boat that it might meet in the .river. But, he ob­
served at the same time, that his opiniot1 was founded on no ex­
periment that he had evet' known made. I asked him if the In­
dians had no perogues high up in the river. He told me, that 
the Indians there knew nothing of the use of them; for, iustead of 
there being for hundreds of miles a tree large enough for a canoe, 
one could scarcely be found large enough to make a fo,d trough 1 
asked him what animals were found in the Great prairies. He 
told me, that from Blue river, upwards, on both sides of Hed 
river, there were innumerable quantities of wild horses, butfa­
loe, bears, wolves, elk, deer, foxes,sat1gliers or wild hogs, antelope, 
"hite h'ares, rabbits, &c. and on the mountains the iipottt:dtyger, 
panther, and wild cat. · He farther told me, that about t'"enty­
three years ago, he was employed by the govemor -ot Bt. Au-
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toine, to go from that place into some of the Indian nations 
that lived towards St. a Fe, who were at war with the Spa~ 
niards, to try to tnake a peace wjth th,~:n, and bring in some of 
the chief.'3 to St. Antoine. He set o~f from that place with a 
party of soldiers, and was to have gone to St. a .Fe.; they passed 
on a north-westwardly course for about two hundred miles, but 
after getting into the Great Prairie~ being a dry season, they 
were fi>rced to turn back for want of water for themselves and 
horses, and that he does not know how near he went to St. a Fe, 
but believes he might have been half way. 

The accounts given by Mr. Brevd, Mr. Grappe, _and all 
other hunters with whorn [ have conversed, of the immense 
droves of animals that, at the beginning of winter, descend 
from the mountains down southwardly, into the timbered coun­
try, is almost incredible. They say the buffaloe and bear 
particularly are in droves of mauy thousands together, that 
blacken the whole surface of tl:.e earth, and continue passing, 
without intermission, for weeks together, so that the whole 
surface of the country is, for many miles in breadth, trodden 
}ike a large road. · 

I am, sir, &c. &c. 
(Signed) JOHN SIBLEY~ 

Natchitoches, lOth April, 1805. 

Distances up Red river by the course cif the river. 

from the mouth of Red river to Black river 
to Baker's landing, lower end avoyal 
La Glee's ditto, upper end avoyal 
Rice's 
Hoome's • . 
Nicholas Grubb's 
mouth of bayau Rapide 

Indian villages • • 
:Mount Pleasa.nt, Gillard's place 
mouth of Rigula de Bondieu 
1vlounete's plantation • 
mouth of Little river 
bayau Brevell 
~ atchitoche~ 

MILES, 
31 
51 
15 .. 6 
IS 
21 
15 

lb7 
• 2~ 

7 
6 

10 
24 
!0 
20 

109 

~66 
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Continued. 
Grand Ecore 

MILES. Q66 
10 

Compti 20 
bayau Channo • . 
lake Bistino, through bayau Channo 

• 15 
3 

through lake ;Bistino to the upper end of 
Channo • 

tluough bayau Daichet to the river again 
late Caddo villages where they lived 5 years ago 

Little riv~r of the left 
long prairie, right side 
upper end of ditto 
little prairie, left side 
upper end ditto 

pine Bluff, right side 
upper end ditto 
-cedars . . 

. 
~ . 

upper end ditto a'nd 
the right 

mouth of Little river of 

l"Ound prairie, right side (first fording place) 
]ower end of long: prairie, left side 
upper end ditto 
next prairie, same side 
upper end of the same _ 
3 mile oak ~nd pine Bluff 
Paean grove . • 
upper end of the same 
prairie next above the Paeans 
upper end of the same 
pine Bluff, rig}l.t side 
"bite oak Bluff 
uext prairie, right side 
upper end ditto 
bayau Galle, right side 
mouth of Kiomitchie, or mine river 

pit1e Bluff, left side 
bayau Kick, or Bois d'arc creek 
the Vazzures, or Boggy ~·iver, right side 
Blue river, right'side 
Faux Oacheto or Missouri branch 

~li:WIS AND CLAUKE.] K 

. 

60 
9 

80 

80 
25 

I 

25 
40 , 
1£ 
5 

15 

40 

20 
25 
40 
I~ 

20 
30 

9 
6 

40 
o-
...,c) 

45 
15 
45 
so 
6 

25 

25 
40 

8, 
50 
£.5 

197 

175 

7~ 

231 

148 

1,2Ql 
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Continued. MILES. 1,25'1-
Panis or Towiache towns 70 
Panis or.ditto old towns l.J_D 
head branch .of Red river, or dividing ridge S00-5~0 

To which may be ·added for so muc}l the di~t~nce 
being shortened by going through lake B1stmo, · 
than the course of the river 60 

1,831 
Computed length of Red river from where it falls 

into the !viississippi, to which add the distance 
from the mouth of Red river to the ocean, by 
either the :Mississippi, or the Cheffell, whi~b-,was 
once probably the mouth of Red river SQO 

Total length of Red river ll'Iiles. £1 151 

OBSERVATIONS 

Jlade it~ a voyage commencing· at. St. Catltarine's landing, on 
tlte east bank of the ~fississippi, proceeding docom:c·ards to 
tlte ·mouth f?f Red ·rh:a, and from thence ascending that 
1·iver, the Black river, and the Washita river, as high as 
the hot springs in the proximil!J of. the last-meutioned ri7.'er, 
e.r:tr.acted from the journals of' fVitliam Dunbar, Esquire, 
and Doctor Ilunter. 

Mr. DUNBAR, Doctor Hunter, and the party employed by 
the United States to make, a survey of, and explore the country 
traversed by the \Vashita river, left St. Catharine's landing, on 
the :Mississippi, in latitude S 1° 26' SO'' .N. and longitude 61~ 5' 
56'' \V. from the meridian of Greenwich, on Tuesday the 16th 
of October, 1804. A little distance below St, Catharine's creek, 
and five leagues from N atches, they passed the 'Yhite Cliffs,. 
composed chiefly of sand, surmounted by pine, and from one 
hundred to two hundred feet high. 'Vhen the \ratP.rs of the 
~lississippi are low, the base of the cliff is uncovered, which 
cor!sists of di~ere' coloured clays, and so.me be?s of oc~r~, over 
~luch there hes, m some places, a tlun lamma of uon ore. 
Small springs possessing a petrifying quality flow over tlu:! clay 
and och.re, and muherous logs and pieces of timber,· converted 
into stot1e, are shewed ubout the beach. :Fine pure argil~ of va-
rious colours, chiefly white at'ld red, is found here. · . 

-On the· 17th they arrived at the mouth of Red river, the con­
fluence of whic1l with the Mississippi, agreeably to the observa­
tiOllS of l\1 r. de l''errcr, lies in latitude 31° 1' 1.5''' and longitude 
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6h 7' 11" west of Greenwich. Red river is here about five hun­
dred yards wide, and without any sensible current. The banks 
of the river are clothed with willow; the land low and subject 
to inundation, to the height of thirty feet or more above the level 
of the water at this time. · The mouth of the Red river is. ac­
counted to be 8eventy-five leagues from New Orleans, and three 
miles higher up than the Chafalaya, or Opelousa river, which 
was probably a continuation of' tl1e Red river when its waters 
did uot unite with those of the Mississippi but during the in­
undation. 

On d1C 18th the survey of the Red river was commence~, and 
on the evening of the 1 !)th the party arrived at the mouth of the 
lllack river, in latitude 31° 15' 48" N. and about 'l6 miles from 
·the l\1 ississippi. The Red river derives its uame from the rich 
t~tt earth, or marle, of that colour, home down by the floods ; 
the last of whch appeared to have deposited on the high bank a 
stratum of upwards of half an inch in thickness. The vegetation. 
on its banks is surprisingly luxuriant; no doubt owing to the de­
position of marie during its annual floods. The willows grow to 
a good ~ize ; but other forest trees are much smaller than those 
seen on the banks of the 1\lississippi. As you advance u·p the 
t·iver, it gradually narrows ; in latitude 31° OS' N. it is about 
two hundred yards wide, which width is continued to the mouth 
of Black river, where each of them appears one hundrerl and 
fifty yards across. The banks of the river are covered with pea 
:vine and several sorts of grass, bearing seed, which geese and 
clucks eat "ery greedily ; and there are generally seen willows 
growing on oue side, and on the other a small growth .of black 
.oak, packawn, hickory, elm, &c. The current in the Red 
river is so moderate as ~carcely to afford an impediment to its 
ascent. 

On sounding the Black river a little above its mouth, there 
was fouJld twei'lty feet of water, with a bottom of black sand. 
The W.<:lt.er of Black river is rather clearer than that of the Ohio, 
and of ~ warm temperatt,Jrt>, which it may receive from the 
water · fto~'ing jJlto it from the valley of the .Mississippi, parti.­
cularly by the Catahoola. At noon on the ~Sd, by a good 
meridian obs~rvation, they ascertained their latitude to be 30° 
So' ~~ )'' N. and were then a I ittle below the mouths of Cata­
l10ola~ \Vashita and llay~m Tenza, the unitid waters of which 
form tlw Black river. The current is very gentle the "hole 
Jength of the lllack river, which in many places does not ex­
ceeo eighty yards in width. The banks on the lower part of 
the river present a great luxuriance of .1·egetation and rank grass, 
'Y''i~h r~q aud black oak, aih, pac~awn, hickory, aud son1e 
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elms*. The, soil is black marie, mixed with a moderate pro.­
portion of sand, resembling much the soil on the Mississippi 
banks ; yet the forest trees are not lofty, like those on the "!ar­
gin of the Great river, but resembling the growth on the Red 
river. In latitude 31° 2.2' 46" N; th€'y observed that canes 
grew on several parts of the right bank, a proof that the land 
is .not deeply overflowed ; perhaps from one to three feet : the 
banks have the appearance of stability; very little willow, or 
other productions of a newly formed soil being seen on either 
side. On advancing up· the river, the timber becomes larger, 
in some places rising to the height of forty feet ; yet the land 
is liable to be inundated, not from the waters of this small ril"' 
ver, but from the intrusion of its more powerful neighbour the 
Mississippi. The lauds decline rapidly, as in all alluvial coun .. 
tries, from the margin to the Cypress swamps, wbere more or 
less water stagnates all the year round. On the 21st they passed 
a small, but elevated island, said to be the only one in this ri­
ver for more than one hundred leagues ascending. On the left 
bank, near this island, a small settlement of a couple of acres has 
been begun by a man and his wife. The banks are not less than 
forty feet above the present level of the water in the river, and 
are but rarely overflowed: on both sides they are clothed with 
rich cane brake, pier,~::ed by creeks fit to carry boats during the 
inundation. 

They saw many cormorants, and the hooping crane; geese and 
ducks are-not yet abundant, but are said to arrive in myriads, with 
the rains .. .arld winter's (:old. They slJOt a fowl of the duck kind, 
whose foot was partially divided) and the body covered with a 
bluish, or lead coloured plumage. On the morning of the 
twenty-second, they observed green matter floating on the river, 
supposed to come from the Catahoola and other Jakes and bayam: 
of stagnant water, which, when raised a little by rain, flow into 
the Black river: and also many patches of an aquatic plant, re-

*Among the plants 12:rowing on the margin of the ri,·er is the cheria 
root, m:ed in medicine, and the cantac, occasional1y used hy the hunters 
for food : the last has a bulbous root, ten times the size of a man's fist. 
In prc.paring it, they tlrst \vash it cltmn from earth, then pound it well, 
and add water to the mass and stir it up ; afte1· a moment's settlement 
the water f!nd fecula i<o poUJ·cd df.: this operation is repeated until it yields 
n~ more fecula, th_e fibrous part onl.v bein~ left, which is thrown away as 
useless: the water 1s then poured from the sedin~ent,. which i~ dried in the 
sun and will keep a ion~ time. It is reduced into powder a.n<il mixed .with 
Indian meal or flour, and makes wholesorue and agreeable food. The Ia-. 
bo~r is performed. by the· women \~·hilst th~y are keepin~ the camll~ ~\l\cl 
theu· husband& are 111 the woous hui\tlng, · 
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!embling small islands, some floating on the surface of the ri­
''er, a~ld others adhering to, or resting on the shore and logs. 
On. examining this plant, it was found a hollow, jointed ~tem, 
with roots of the same form, eli tremely light, with very narrow 
willow shaped leaves projecting frqm the joint, embracing, how­
ever, the whole of the tube, and extending to the next inferior 
joint or knot.. The extremity of e~h branch is terminated by 
a spike of very slender, narrow seminal leaves from one to two 
incJ1es in length, and one tenth, or less, in breadth, producing 
its seed on the underside of the leaf, in a double row almost in 
contact ; the grains alteruately placed in perfect regularity: not 
being able to find the flower, its class and order could not .he 
determined, although it is not probably new. Towards the up­
per part of the Black river, the shore abounded with muscles 
and periwinkles~ The muscles were of the kind called -pearl 
muscles. The men dressed a quantity of them, considering them 
as an agreeable food; but :Mr. D. found them tough and un­
palatable. 

On arriving at the month of the Catahoola, they landed to 
procure information from a Frenchman settled there. Having 
a grant from the Spanish government, he has made a small set­
tlement, and keeps a ferry boat for carrying over men and 
horses travelling to and from Natchez, and settlements on Red 
river and on the '\Vashita river. The country here is all alluvial. 
In process of time, the rivers shutting up ancient pas~ages and 
elevating the bapks over which their waters pass, no longer com­
municate with the same facility as formerly; the consequence 
is, that many larger tracts formerly subjeCt to inundation, are 
now entirely exempt from that inconvel)ience. Such is the sitc­
ation of a most valuable tract tJpon which this Frenchman is 
t:lcttled. His house stands on au Indian mount, \'vith several 
others in vie\V. There is also a species of rampant surrounding 
this place, and_ one very el.evated ·mount, a view and descrip­
tion of which is postponed till the return; their present situation 
not allowing of the requisite delay.. The soil is equal to the 
}Jest lHi:ssissippi bottoms:;:'. 

'
11 There is an embankment running frnn) the Catahoola to Black river 

(i:1dosing about two hundred acres of rich laud), at presc11t about ten 
fl'ot lligh, and ten feet bt·oad. This :,uJTounds ·four large mounrls of 
earth at the distanc€ of a bov.'-shot ti·mn each othet·; each of which may 
be twenty feet high,one huud,t·ed feet hwad, and tbree hundred feet long at 
the top, besides a stupendous turret situate on the back part of the whole, 
or farthest from the water, whose base covers about an acre of gl'ouud 
rising by two steps or stories taperin·~ in the ascent, the whole sut·mounted 
by a great cone with its top cut otr. This tower of eal·th Oll udmcOI.:sure­
~lCll~ w~s \found to. be eighty feet pecpendiculur, 
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They obtained from the French settler the fo Ilo·wing -Jist. of 
distances bct"l.'ecn the mouth of Red river and the post on the 
.\Vashita, called fort 1\'Iiro. · 
From the mouth of Hed river to the mouth of Black river, 

10 leagues, 
To the mouth of Catahoola, Washita, and 

Tenza, . . . . 
To the river Ha-ha, on the right, . 
To the Prairie de Villemont, on the same side, . 
To, the bayau Louis, on the same side, rapids here 
To bayau BQ'uts, on the same side, . . . • 
To the Prairie N oyu, (drmvned savanna), 
To Pine Point, on the left, . 
To bayau Calumet . 
To the Coalmine, on the right, and Gypsum 

on the opposite shore, 
To the first settlement, 
To fort ~liro, • 
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I,erTg·ues, f) 1 
From this place tl1ey proceeded to the mo~th of \rashita, in 

1at. 3bo 3i' 7" N. and eucamped on the evening of the 23d. 
This river derives its appellation from the name of an Indian 

tribe, formerly resident on its banks ; the remnant of which, 
it is said, went into the great plains to the westward, and either 
compose a small tribe themselves, or are incorporated into ano­
ther na.ti<ln. The Black river loses its name at the junction of 
the '\Vashita, Catahoola, and Tenza, althou~h our maps repre..­
·scnt it as taking place of the Washita. The Tenza nnd Catahoola 
are also ~lamed from Indian tribes now extin~t. The latter is a 
creek twelve leagues long, which is the issue of a lake of tlie same 
uamc, eightlea~ues in length, and about two leagues in breadth. It 

·lies· \\'est from the mouth of tne Catahoola, and communicates with 
the Hed river dmin~ the great annual innndatiou. At. the west or 
north-\vest'angle of the lake,.a creek called Little river, enters, which 
preserves a <~hannel with running water at all set.tsons, meander-. 
ing alon~· the bed of the lake; but in all other parts its superficies, 
durigg the dry sea~on from J nly to November, and often later, 
is completely drainerl, and becomes covered with the most lux .. 
urious herbage ; the· bed of the h~ke then becomes the resi­
dence of immense hnds of deer, of turkey!", geese, crane, &c. 
which fred on the grass and grain., Bayau Tenza serves only to 
drain off a part of the waters of the inundation from the low 

·bnds of the Mississippi, '" hich here c-ommunicate with tht• 
Black river ~luring the sem·on of high \\'ater. 

Bet\'l'een the me lhh of the \\' ashita, and Villemont's praide 
on the right, the current of the river is gentle, and the bauks 
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favourable for towing. The lands on both sides have the appear .. 
auce of being above the inundation ; the timber generally sud1 
us high lands produce, being chiefly red, white and black oaks, 
interspersed with a variety of other trees. The magnolia 
grandifiora, that infallible sign of the land not being subject 
to i11undation, is not, however, among them. Along the banks 
a stratum of solid clay, or marle, i~ observable, appm:eutly;of 
~n ancient deposition. It lies in oblique positim1s, makiug an 
angle of nearly thirty degrees with the horizon, and generally in­
clined with the decent of the river, although in a few cases the 
position was contrary. Timber is seen projecting from under 
the solid bank, which seems indurated, and unquestionably very 
ancient, presenting a very different appearance from recently 
formed soil. The river is about 80 yards wide. A. league 
~1bove the mouth of the Wash ita, the bayau Ha-ha comes in un­
expectedly from the right, and is one of the many passages 
through which the waters of the great inundation penetrate 
aud pervade all the low countries, annihilating, for a time, the 
currents of the lesser rivers in the neighbourhood of the 1\Iis­
sissippi. The vegetation is remarkably vigorous along the al­
luvial banks, which arc covered with a thick shrubbery, and 
iunumerable plants in full blossom at this late season. 

Villemont's prairie is so named in consequence of its being 
included within a grant under the }i'rench government to a 
geutleman of that name. :Many 9ther parts on the \Vashita 
are named after their early proprietors. The French people 
projt'cted and bcguu exteusive settlements on this river, but 
the general massacre planned, and . in part executed by the In­
dians against them, and the consequent destruction of the 1\ atchez 
tribe by the French, broke up all these undertakings, anJ 
they were not recommenced under that government. Those 
prairies are plains, or savannas, without t:muer ; generally very 
fertile, and producing au exuberance of strong, thick and. coarse 
herbage. \\'hen a piece of ground has once got into this state,. 
in au Indian country, it can have uo opportunity of re-pro .. 
ducing timber, it being an iuvariable pratice to set fire to the 
dry grass in the fall or winter, to obtain the advantage of at .. 
tractiug game when the young tender grass begins to spring : 
this destroys the young timber, anrl the _prairie annually gains 
upon the wood-land. 1t is probable that the inunem;c plains 
knowu to exist in :\me rica, may owe their origin to this custom. 
The plains of the \fashita lie chiefly on the t:ast side, and being 
generally formed like the Mississippi land, sloping from the 
bank .of the river to the Great river, they are more or less sub .. 
ject to inundation iu the rear ; and in certain great floods the 
water has advanced so far as tv be ready to pour over the 
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margin into the Washita.. This has now become a very r~te 
thing, and it may be estim~ted that fro!l1_a qu~rter o~ a t~IIe 
to a mile in depth, will remam free from mundat1on dunng htgb 
floods. This is pretty much the case with those lands nearly as 
high as the post of theW ashita, with the exception of certain ridges 
of primitive high-land; t~e rest being evidently a_lluv~al, a~though 
not now subject to be mundated by the W asluta nver m con• 
sequence of the great depth which the bed of the river ~as 
acquired ~y abrasi?n. . On app!·oaching tow~rds the b~yati 
Louis, which empties Its waters mto the \Vashita on the right, 
a little below the rapids, there is a great deal of high land on 
both sides, which produces pine and other timber, not t.he 
growth of inundated lands. At the foot of the rapids the navi­
gation of the river is impeded by beds of gravel formed in it. 
The first rapids lie in latitude ~H 0 48' 57'' 5 N. a little above 
which there is a high ridge of primitive earth, studded with 
abundance of fragments of rocks, or stone, which appears to 
have been thrown up to the surfacejn a very irregular manner. 
The stone is of a friable nature, some of it having the appear­
ance of indurated clay ; the outside is blackish from exposure to 
the air, within it is a greyish white ; it is said that in the hill 
the strata are regular, and that good grindstones may be here 
obtained. The last of the rapids, which is formed by a ledge 
of rocks crossing the entire bed of the river, was passed in the 
evening of the 27th ; above it the water became again like a 
mill pond, and about one hundred yards wide. The whole of 
these first shoals, or rapids, embraced an extent of about a 
mile and a half; the obstmction was not continued, but felt at 
short intervals in this distance. On the right, about four 
leagues from the rapids, they passed the " Bayau Aux Boeufs;" 
a little above a rocky hill : high lands and savanna is seen on the 
right. On sounding the river they found three fathoms wate1" 
on 3. bott-om of mud and sand. The banks of the river, ahove 
the bayau, seem to retain very little alluvial soil; the highland 
earth, which is a sandy loam of a light grey colour, with streaks 
of red sand and clay, is seen on the left bank ; the soil not 
rich, bearing pines, ii1terspersed with red oak, hickory and dog• 
wood. The river is from sixty to one hundred yards wide here, 
·hut decreases as you advance. The next rapid is made by -a 
-ledge of. rocks traversing the river, and narrowing the ·water 
channel to about thirty yards. The width between the higb 
banks cannot be less than one hundred yards, aud the banks 
from thirty to. forty feet high. In latitude S~o 10' 13'' rapids 
and shoals again occurred, and the channel ·was very narrow ; 
the sand_ bars, at every point, extended so far into the bend as 
to leave httle mote than tbe breadth of the boat of water suffi.. 
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~iently deep from her passage, although it spreads over a width 
'Of seventy or eighty yards upon the shoal. 

In the afternoon of the 31st, they passed a little plantation or 
settlement on the right, and at night arrived at three others ad'­
joining each other. These settlements are on a plain or prairie·, 
the soil of which we may be assured is alluvial from the regular 
slope which the land has from the river The bed of the river 
is now sufficiently deep to free them from the inconvenitnce of 
its inunrlation; yet in the rear, the waters of the ~·I ississippi ap• 
proach, and sometimes leave dry hut a narrow stripe along the 
bank of the river. It is however now more common, that 
the extent of the fields cultivated (from ! to ~ mile) remains 
dry during the season of inuudation; the soil here is very good, 
but not equal to the l\fississippi bottoms; it may be esteemed 
second rate. At a small distance to the east are extensive cypress 
S\'ramps, over which the waterR of the inundation always stand 
to the depth of from fifteen to twenty-five feet. On the west 
side, after passing over the valley of the river whose breadth 
varies: from a quartPr of a mile to two miles, or more, the land 
assumes a considerable elevation, from oue hundred to three 
hundred feet, and extends all along to the settlements of the Red 
river. These high lands are reported to be poor, and badly 
Watered, being chiefly \'vhat is termed pine barren. There is 
l1ere a fen·y and road of communication between the post of 
the \Vashita, and the Natchez, and a fork of this road passes 
on to the ~ettlement called the rapids, on Reo river, distant 
from this place by computation one hundred and fifty miles. 

On this part of the river lies a considerable tract of land grant ... 
·ed by the Spanish government to the marquis of Maison Rouge, 
a French emigrant, who bequeathed it with all his property to 
M. Bouligny, son of the late colonel of the Louisiana regiment, 
and by him sold to Daniel ClaTke. It is said to extend from 
the post of \Vashita with a breadth of two leagues, including 
the riVer, do·wn to the bayau Calumet; the computed distance 
of which along the river is called thirty leagues, but supposed 
not more than tweh·e in a direct line. 

On the 6th of November, in the afternoon, the party arrived 
at the post of the Wash ita, in lat. 3Q0 29' 37'' 2:5 N. where 
lhey were politely received 'by Iieut. Bowmar, who immediately 
offered the hospitality of his dwelling with all the services in 
his power. 

'fi ... rom the ferry to this place the navigation of the river is, at 
this season, interrupted by many shoals and rapids. The gene­
ral width is from eighty to a hundred yards. The ·water. is ex­
tremely agreeable to drink, and much clearer than that of the 
Ohio. In this respect it is very unlike its two neighbours, the 
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·Arkansa and Red rivers, who.se waters arc loaded with earthy 
matters of a reddish brown colour, giving to them a chocolate-­
·like appearance; and, wh~n thoi,e waters are low, are not po­
·table, being brackish from the great number of salt springs \' .. ·hich 
flow into them, and probably from the beds of rock ~alt over 
which they may pass. The banks of the ri,·er presented very 
·little appearance of alluvial land, but furnished an infinitude of 
'beautiful landscapes, heightened by the vivid colouring they de­
·rive from the autumnal changes of the leaf. )Jr. Dunbar ob­
·sern.:s, that tht> change of colour in the leaves of vegetables, 
which is probably occasioned by the oxygen of the atmosphere 
·acting on the vegetable matter, deprived of the protectjng pow­
er of the vital principle, may serve as an excellent guide to the 
naturalist 'vho directs his attention to the discovery of new ob• 
jects for the use of the dyer. For he ha~ always remarked 
that the leaves of those trees whose bark or wood are known to 
produce a dye, are changed in autumn to the same colour which 
is extracted in the dyers vat from the woods; more especially by 
the use of mordants, as alum, &c. which yields oxygen: thus 
the foliage of the hickory, and oak, which produces the quer• 
citron hark, is changed before its .fall into a. beautiful yellow; 
other oaks assume a f~l\vn colour, a liver c'olour, or a blood co­
lour, and are known to yield dyes of the same cvmplexion. 

In lat. 32° 18" N. doctor Hunter discovered along the river 
side a substance-nearly resembling mineral coal: its appearance 
was that of the carbonated wood described bv Kirwan. 1t does· 
not easily burn; but on being applied to the- flame of a candle, 
-it sensibly increased it, and yielded a faint smell, resembling in 
~slight degree, that of the gum lac of common sealing \\:.IX. 

Soft friable stone is common, and great quantities of gravel 
aud sand, upon the beaches in this part of the river. A reddish 
clay appears in the strat~1,~ 'much indurated and blackened by ex .. 
posure to the light and air. 

The position called fort ~Iiro being the property of a private 
person, who "·as formerly civil commandant here, the lieutenant 
has taken post about four hundred yards lower; has built him .. 
self some log houses, and inclosed them with a slight stockade. 
Upon viewing the country east of the river, it is evidently al.: 
Iuvial; the surface has a gentle slope from the river to the rear 
~f the plantations. The land is of excellent quality, being a 
nch black mould to the depth of a foot, under which there is 
a friable loam of a brownish liver colour. · 

At the post of the \Vashita, they procured a boat of less 
draug!It of water than the one in which they ascended the river 
thus Jar; at noon, on the 11th of November, they proceeded 
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_en the voyage, and in the evening encamped at the plantation of 
Baron Bastrop. 

This small settlement on the 'Vashita, and some of the creeks 
falling into it, contain:-> not more th~~n five hundred persons, o'f 
all ages and sexes. It is reported, however, that there is a great 
quantityof €Xce1lent land upon these creeks, and that the settle­
ment is capable of great extension, and may be expected, with 
au accession of population, to become very flourishing. There 
are three merchants settled at the post, who supply, at very 
exorbitant prices, the inhabitants with their necessaries; these, 
with the garrison, two small planters, and a tradesman or two, 
constitute the preseut village. A great proportion of the in­
habitants continue tlte oid practice of hunting, during the winter 
season, and they cxchaugc their peltry for necessaries, with the 
:merchants·, at a low rate. During the summer these people con­
t<:'nt themselves \\'ith ra!sing corn, barely sufficient for bread 
during the year. ln tl1is manner they ahvays remain extremely 
poor: some few- who have conquered that habit of indolence, 
which is always the consequence of the Indian mode of life, and 
atteud to agriculture, liv~ more comfortably, and taste a little 
the sweets of civilized life. 

The lands along the river above the post, are not very inviting, 
being a thil1 poor soil,. and coYert.:"d with pine wood. To ~he 
right, the settlements on the bayau Barthelemi and Siard, are said 
to be rich land. 

On the morning of the thirteenth, they passed an island and 
a strong rapid, and arrived at a little settlement below a chain 
of rocks, which cross the channel between an island and the 
main laud, called Roque Raw. The Spaniard and his family, 
:-.cttled here, appear, from their indolence, to live miserably. 
The rin'r acquires here a more spacious appearance, being about 
one hundred and fifty yards wide. In the afternoqn they passed 
~he bayan l3arthclemi on the right, abo,·c the la,st settlements, 
and about twelve computed leagues from the post. Here com­
mences Baron Bastrop's great grant of lnnd from the Spanisl, 
government, being a square of twelve leagttes on each side, a 
little exceeding a million of French acre~;. The banks of the 
river continue about thirty feet high, of which eighteen feet from 
the water are a clayey loam of a pale ash colour, npon w~id~ 
the water has deposited twcl\c feet of light sandy soil, apparent~ 
ly f(·Jtile, and of a dark bro\vn colour. This description of 
land is of small breadth, not <'Xceeding half a mile <;m each side 
tl1e river, and may be called the qlJcy of the \\' ashi~aJ beyond 
\rhich there is high land covered with pines. 

'fhe soil of the " Ba}au des Buttes," contim~es thin, with ~~ 
growth of. small timber. This creek is named from a numbP-._' 
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of Indian mounts discovered by the hunters -aioog ·it£ £ooi'Se. 
'fhe margin of the river beo-ins to be co,·ered wi.th such timber 
as usually grows on inund~1ted land, particularly a spec!cs of 
white oak, vulgarly called the over-cup oak; its timber is re.:. 
markably bani, solid, ponderous and durable, and it pr-odw::es 
a large acorn in great abundance, upon which the hear fecdli, 
and which is very flattering to ·hogs. 

In lat. 3'2° 50' 8" N. they Jlasscd a long awl ~wrroYr island. 
The face of the country be~ ins to change; the banks are lo.w and 
steep; the river deeper and more contracted, from thirty to fifty 
yards ;in width. The soil in the neighbourhood o.f the river is. 
a very sandy loam, and covered with such vegetables as are found 
on the inundated lands of the ).lississippi. The tract presents 
the uppearauce of a new soil, very different from what tl1ey passed 
}lelow. This alluvian tract may be supposed the s.ite of a grea~ 
lake, drained by a natural channel, from the ubra~ion of the 
waters; since which period the annual iuunaations have depo­
sited the superior soil; eighteen or twenty feet is wanting to 
render it habitable for man. It appears. nevertheJess, "-·ell stock­
ed with the beasts of the forest, sen-ral of 'rhich were seen. 

Quantities of water fowl .are beginning to make th~ir appear­
ance, '"hich are not 'ery m1merous here until the cold rains aud 
frost compel them to leave a more northern climate. Fi~h is 
not so abundant as might be expected, owing-, ·it is said, to the 
inundation of the Mississippi, in the year I i!O, which d:.11nmed 
up the \Y ashita, some distance abo\'e the pos-t, aml produced 
a stagnation :md consequent corruption of the waters thlilt de .. 
stroyed atl Lhe fish within its influence. 

At noon, on the 15th of ~ ovember, they passed the island 
of 1\'Iallt:t, and at ninety yards north-east from the upper point 
of the island, by a good observation ascertained their latitttde 
to be 3Q0 59' '27'' 5 N. or t\YO seconds and a half of 1atiturle 
south of the dividitJg line between the territories of Orleans 
and Louisiana. The bed of the river along this alluvial 
country is generally covered with water, and the t~:wigation un­
interrupted; but in the afternoon of this day, they passed three 
contiguous sand bars, or beaches, called '· ics trois battures," 
and before evening the "bayau de grand ~larai-;," or great rnarsh 
creek on the right, and "Ia Cypre1"i. Chattelrau,'1 a point of high 
land on the other side, which reaches within half a mile of the 
river. As they advanced tm\ ards the marais de ~aline, on 
the right, a stratum of dirty white c!ay under the alluvial 
tract, shewed them to be leaving the sunken, and approaching 
the high land country. 1''he salt 1\ck marsh does not derive its 
name from any brackishness in the waL'r of the lake or marsh, 
but from its contiguity to some of the licks, sometimes called 
" s~line/' and sometimes " ~1'\ise,'' generally found in a clay, 
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compact enough for potter's "'are. The bayau de Ia Tulipe 
forms a communication between the lake and the river. Op­
posite to this place, there is a point of high land, forming a 
promontory, advancing within a mile of the river, and to vvhich 
boats resort when the low grounds are under \\·atcr. A short 
)eague above is the mouth of tlle grand bayan de la Saline (Salt 
Lick creek). This creek i., of a considerable length, and navi­
gable for small boats. The hunters ascenrl it, to one hundred 
of their leagues, in pursuit of game, and aH agree that none of 
the springs \rhich feed this cr(ek are salt. It has obtained its 
·name from tl:c mmw bufi'aloe salt licks which have been dis­
covered in its vicinity. Although most of these licks, by dig­
ging, furnish water \'vhic:1 holds marine salt in ~olution, there 
exists no reason for believing that many of thein would produce 
nitre. K otwithstanding this low and alluvial tract appears in all 
respects well adapted to the gro\Yth of the long moss (tilandsia), 
none was observed since entering it in latitude 32.0 52', and as 
the pilot informed them none would be seen in their progress 
up the river, it is probable that the latitude of thirty-three de­
grees is about the northern limit of vegetation. The long-leaf 
pine, frequently the growth of rich allCI C\'Cll inundated 1a!ld, 
\\·as here observed in great abundance: the short-leaved or pitd1 
pine, on the contrary, is always found upon arid lamb, and ge­
llerally in sandy and lofty situations. 

'fbis is the season ''hen the poor settlers on the \Vashita turn 
out to make their annual hunt. The deer is now fat and tile 
t;kins in perfection; the bear is now also iH his best state, ,,·ith 
regard to the quality of his fur, and the quantity of fat or oil he 
yields, as he has been feasting luxuriantly on the autumnal fruits 
of the forest. It is here wdl kno,vn that he does not couiine 
himse!I, as some writers have supposed, to vegetable food; he 
is particularly fond of hogs flesh; sheep and calves are frequent­
ly his prey, anrl no animal escapes him which comes within his 
power, anrl which he is able to conquer. He often destroys .the 
fawn, when chance throws it in his '"a}; he cannot, however, 
discover it by smelling, not\vithstanding the excellence of his 
scent, for nature has, as if for its protection, denied the fawn 
the property of Jeaving any effluvium upon its track, a property 
~o powerful in the old deer*. The bear, unlike most other 

~ It may not be O'enerally known to naturalists, that between the hoof 
pf the deer, &c. the~c is found a sack, with its mouth inclining upwards, 
rontaining more or less of musk, and which. by escaping over the open· 
jug, in proportion ~o the secretion,, causes the ~oot to lea\'C ~ scent Ol_l the 
g•·ound where\'el' 1t pnsses. Durmg the ruttmg season tfus musk b so 
<~bundant, particu !arly in old males, as to be smelt by the hunter~ at a 
consider~blp dista.pcc. 
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beasts of prey, does not kill the a11imal he ha.s ·seized .. u.pon 
before he eats it; but regardless of its struggles, cnes. and larne;n ... 
tations, fastens upon, and if the, expression is· allowable, dev~~rs 
it alive. The.,hunters count much oll their profits from the oil 
drawn from the bears fat, "vhich, at New Orleans,: is always of 
ready sale, and much esteemed for its wholesonienes~ in c?oking, 
being preferred to butt~r or l~ogs. lard. It is : fo~nd . t.o keep 
longer than any other ammal 01l Without beconnr.g ra~qd; a~d 
hoili'ng .it, from time to time, upon sweet hay leaves, r~store~ lts 
sv;·eetness, orj facilitates its conservation. 

In the afternoon of the 17th they passed some sand b~aches, 
and over ~few rapids. They. had cane brakes on both sides of 
the river; the canes were small, but demonstrate that the water 
does not surmount the bauk more than a few feet. The river 
hegins to widen as they advance: the banks of the river shew the 
high land soil, with a stratum of three or four feet of alluvimi 
deposited by the river upon it .. This· superstratum is greyisht 
and very sandy, '\Yith a small_ admixture of loam, indicative of the 
poverty of the mountains and uplands '''here the river rises. Near 
this they· passed through a new and very uali'OW chanpel, in 
which all the water of'th~ river passes, except in time of freshes~ · 
when the interval , forms an island. A little above this pass is. 
~ small clearing, called" Cac.he la Tulipe" (Tulip\ hiding place); 
this is the name of a French hunter who here cmicealed his 
property. It continues the practice of both the white and red 
hunters. to leave their skins, B,cc. often suspended to poles, or laid 
over a pole placed upon two forkes:J posts, iu sight of the river~ 
until their return from hunting. These dt>posits are considered 
as sacred, and few examples exist of tl1cir being plundered . 
.. After passing the entrnnce of a bay, which within must form a 
great lake during the inundation, great \ll.HnLers of the Io~1g leaf 
pi~e were observed; and the increased size of the Cillle£ nlong 
the river's bank, denoted a better ~nd more ele"at<::d soil; on th~ 
left was a high hill (300 feet) covered wit\! lofty piue trees .. 

The banks of the river present more the appear~ilQ~1of l.lP" · 
land soil, the under stratum beiug a pale ~:ellbwi:sh clay, and the. 
alluvial soil of a dirty white, surmounted by a thin covering of a 
~rown \'~getable earth. The trees improve in appearance, grow; 
mg to a consi_derable size and he.i&_l~t,. th.ou~h ye~ inferior~~ those. 
on the alluvial banks of the 1\J JSSISSlppi. After passmg the 
'

1 Bayau de Hachis," on the left poi11ts of hi~h land, not 
subject to be overflowed, frequently touch the river, and the 
vaHey is said to be more tltan a league in breadth on both sides. 
(?n t~e left are pine hills, called " Code de .,€hampignole." The 
r:Jver 1s not more than fifty or sixty yards wide. Oil the mom~ng 

1 
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bf the 20th they passed a number of sand beadtcs, an~ some 
tapids, but found good depth of water between them. A creek 
called " Chemin Couwrt," which forms a deep ravine in the 
high land..,, here enters the ri\'er ; almost immediately above this 
is ·a rapid where the water in the river is contined to a channel 
<>f about forty yards in width ; .:hove it they had to quit the 
tnain· channel, on account of the shallowness and rapidity of the 
water, and pass along a narrow channel of only sixty feet 
\vid~ · without a O'uide a strauo·cr mio·ht take this passa<Te for a • b 0 0 b 

creek. 
X otwithstanding the latei1ess of the season, and the northern 

latitude they were in, they this day 1~1et with an alligator. The 
banks of the river are covered with cane, or thick uuder brush, 
frequently so interwoven with thorns and briars as to be impene­
trabiP.. Birch, maple, holly, and t\ro kinds of wood to "·hich 
names have not yet been given, except ''water side wood/' are 
ltere met \Yith ;· as also persimons and small black grapes. The 
margin of the river is fringed with a variety of plants and vines, 
among· which are several species of com·olvulus. 

On the left they p:t::;s2d a hill aml' cliff one hundred feet per­
pendicular, crowned with pines, and called " Cote de Finn"· 
(Fin's hiJl) from "'hich a chain of high bnd continues some dis­
tance. The cliff present~ the appearance of an ash-coloured 
clay. A little farther to tbe right i:3 the Bayau d'Acasia (Locust 
creek.) The river varies here from eighty to an hundred yards· 
ill width, presenting freqweut indications of iron along its banks, 
and some thin strata of iron ore. The ore is from half an inch 
to three inches in thickness. 
. On the morning of the <.2'2d of .November, they arrived at the 

road of the Chadadoquis Indian uation, leading to the Arkansa 
nation ; a little beyond this is the Ecor a Frabri (Fabri's cJiffs) 
from 80 to 100 feet high; and a little distance above, a smaller 
cliff, calJed " Le Petit Ecor a Fabri" (the Little Cliff of Fabri). 
These cliff:., appear chiefly to be composed of ash-coloured sand, 
with a stratum of clay at the base, such as runs all along under 
the banks of this river. Above these cliffs are several rapids ; 
the current is swifter, and deuotes their ascent into a higher 
country: the water becomes dear, and equal to any in its very 
agreeable taste, and as drinking water. In the river are immense 
b-eds of gravel and sand, over which the water passes with great 
velocity in the se:JSon of its floods, carrying with it vast quantities 
<>f drift wood, which it piles up, in many places, to the height o.( 
twenty feet above the present surface, pointing out the diffict!lty· 
and ~anger of nav·igation in certain times of the flood; aet:ideuts, 
however, are rare \Vith the canoes of the country. 

As the party ascended they found the banks of the river les~ 
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elevated, beinO' onlv from nine to twelve feet, and an probably 
surmounted by the freshes some feet. The river becomes ni?re 
obstructed by !apids, a11:l sand and gravel beaches, a~ong wh1ch 
are founu frae-mcnL; of stone of all forms, and a vancty of co• 
lours, some l1ighly polished and rounded by friction. The 
bank:.; of the river in this upper country suffer greatly by abra­
fion, one side and sometimes both being broken down by every 
flood. 

At a place ca11ed "Auges d'Arclon," (Ardon's trough~) is 
laminated iron ore, and a stratum of black sand, 'ery tenacious; 
shining with minute crystals. The breadth of the river is here 
about eighty yards : in some places, however, it is enlarged bJI 
islands, in others., contracted to eighty or one hundred feet. 
Rocks of a greyish colour, and rather friable, are here found in many 
places on the river*. On the banks grow willows of a different 
form from those found below, and on the margin of the Mis· 
~issippi; the last are very brittle; these, on the contrary, are ex· 
tremcl~ pliant, resembling the osier, of which they are probably 
a species. 

At noon on the 24th, they arrived at the confluence of the 
lesser .Missouri with the "·ashita; the former is a considerable­
branch, perhaps the fourth of the '" ashita~ and comes in from. 
the left hand. The hunters often ascend the Little Missouri, 
hut are uot inclined to penetrate far up, because it reaches near 
the great plains or prairies upon the Red river, visited by the. 
lesser Osage tribes of Indians, settled on Arkansa ; these last. 
frequently carry war into the Chadadoquis tribe settled on the 
Ued river, about \Vest-south-west from this place, and indeed 
they are reported not to spare any nation or people. They are 
prevented from visiting the head waters of the "' ashita hy 
the steep hill:s in which they riee. TheE-c mountains are so dif .. 
ficult to travel over, that the savages, not having an object suffi• 
ciently desirable, never attempt to penetrate to this river, and it 
is supposed to be unknown to the nation. The Cadadoquis (or 
Cadaux, as the French pronounce the '''ord) may he considered­
as Spanish Indians ; they boast, and it is said with truth, that 
they never have imbrued their hands in the blood of a white 
man. It is said that the stream of the Little l\lissouri, some 
distance from its mouth, flow~ over a bright splendid bed of mi· 
~.era~ of a yc_llowish white colour (most probably martial py• 
ntes), that thnty· years ago, several of the inhabitant~, hunters, 

••• p 

*The flanks rise into hills of free stone of a very !'ol1arp and fine urit, 
fi_t for g•·ind stones; the strata irregular, inclining from 20~ to SO"'! dov. nli:> the 
rl.Ver. 
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.,\'Ol·ked apon this mine, and sent a quantity of. th-e ore to the"go­
vernment at New Orleans,·and they were prohibited from work-
ing any more. · 

There · is a great sameness in the appearance of the river 
banks : the islands are skirted with osier, and immediately within, 
on the bank, grows a range of birch trees and some willows; 
the'morc elevated banks are covered with cane, among which 
grows the oak, maple, elm, sycamore, ash,· hickory, dog-wood, 
holly, iron-wood, &c. From the pilot they learned that there 
.is a body of excellent land on the Little Missouri, p~rticularly 
on the creek called the " Bayau a terre noire," which falls into 
it. This land extends to Red river, and is connected with the 
great prairies whi{:h form the hunting grounds of- the Cadaux 
nation, consisting of about· two hundred warriors. They are 
warlike, but frequently unable to defend themselves against the 
tribe of Osage,s settled on the Arkan$a river, \rho, passing round 
the mountains at the head of the \Vashita, and along the prairies, 
"·hich separate them from the main chain on the west, where the 
waters of the Red and Arkansa rivers have their rise, pass into 
the Cadaux country, and rob and plunder-them. 

The water in the river 'Vashita rising, the party are enabled to 
pass the numerous rapids and shoals which they meet with in 
the upper country, some of which are difficult of ascent. The 
general height of the main banks of the river is from six to 
twelve feet above the .level of the water; the laud is better in 
CJUality, the canes, &c. she·wing a more luxuriant vegetation. It 
is subject to inundation, and she·ws ~brown soil mixed with sand. 
Near Cache Magon (Maison's hiding place), on the right, tf1ey 
stopped to exami9e a supposed coal mine : doctor Hunter and 
the pilot set out for this purpose, and at about a mile and a half 
uorth-\~rest from the boat, in the ·bed of a creek::JC<, they found a 
substance similm· to what they had before met with under that 
name, though more advanced towards a state of perfect coaL At 
the bottom of the creek, in u place then dry, was found detached 
pieces of from fifty to one hundred pounds weight, ac!joining to 
1\·hich lay wood changing into the same substance. A stratum 
of this coal, six inches thick, lay on both sides of this little creek, 
over another of yellow clay, and covered by one foot of gravel: 
on, the gravel i-; eight inches of loam, which bears a fe\\' incheS. 
of vegetable mould. This stratum of coal is about three feet 
higher than the water in the creek, and appears manifestly to 
bave been, at some period, the surface of the ground. The 
gravel and loam have been deposited there since; by the waters. 

• CaUed Coal-mine creek.-

LEWIS ANI> CLA.RKE.l_ l\1 
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Some pieces of this coal were very black and ~10lid, of au homo­
geneou~ appearance, much resembling pit coal, but of less speci­
fic gra,:ity. It doers not appear suflicieutly impregnated with bi.­
tmncn, but may be considered as vegetable matter in the progre;:;~ 
of transmutation to coal. 

llelow the "Bayau de l'eau Froide,'' '"hich runs into tlJC 
\\',lf-'l:ita frou~ the r;o·ht, the river is 170 vards, flowiu~ throu!!h 1:> • ~ <.J 

tolerably good land. They passed a beautiful forest of pines, 
and on the Qeth fell in \\ ith au old Dutch lwnter and his party, 
consisting in all of five per.:;ons. 

Thi~ man has resided forty years on the 1\r ash ita, and before 
that period, has been up the }.rkansa river, the \Yhite river, and 
the river St. Fraucis ; the two la~t, he inform~, are of difficult 
navigation, similar to the \Yashita ; but the Arkau~a river is of 
great magnitude, having a large and broad channel, and when the 
\Vater is low, has great saud IJanks, like those in the ~lississippi. 
So far as he has been up it, the navigation is safe and commo­
dious, without impediments from rocks, shoals, or rapids, its bed 
being formed of mud tind sand. The soil on it is of the first­
rate quality. The country is easy of access, being lofty open 
forests, unembarrassed by canes or under growth. 1"he water is 
di~agreeable to drink, being of a red colour, and brackish when 
the river is low. A multitude of creeks \Yhich flow into the 
Arkansa furnish sweet water, which the voyager is obliged to 
carry \\ ith him for the supply of his immediate \Yants. This 
man confirms the accounts of silver being abundant up that ri,·er: 
he .has not been so high as to see it himself; but says he received 
a s::.lver piu from a hunter, who assured him that he himself col­
lected the virgin silver from the rock, out of which he made the 
epinglete by hammering it out. 'l'be tribe of the Osage Ii,·e 
hi~her up than this position, but the hunters r:trely go so high, 
bemg afraid of these savages, \\ ho are at \\'ar "ith all the world, 
and destroy all strangers they meet with. lt is reported that the 
Arkausa nation, "ith a part of the Choctaw:;, Chickasa \\ :;, 
Sh~twtwese, &c. have formed a league, and are actually gone, or 
gomg, 800 strong, against these depredators, \vith a Yiew to dl'­
stroy or driw: them entirely off, and possess themselves of their 
fine prairies, which are most abundant hunting ground, Leiug 
plentifully stocked with buffnloe, elk, deer, bear, and c\ ery otht>r 
Least of the chase common to those latitudes iu .America. Thi~ 
hunter having gireu information of a small spring iu their \ ici­
nity, from \\'hich he frequently supplied himself by evaporating 
the water, doctor Hunter, with a party, accompanied him, Qll 

t.he momiug of the ~29th ~ ovember, to the place. They fpnnd a 
saline, about a mile and a half north of the camp from ''hence 
tlwy set out, and neat a creek which euters the \\'ash ita a little 
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~hove. It is situated in the bottom of the bed of a dry gtilley. 
The·surrounding land is rich and well timbered, but ~ubject to 
inundation, except an lndian mount on the creek side, having a 
base of eighty or a hundred feet diameter, and twenty feet high. 
After digging about three feet, through blue clay, they came to a 
quick sand, from which tbe water flowed in abundance : its taste 
J;Vas salt and bitter, resembling that of water in the ocean. In a 
second hole, it required them to dig six feet before they reached 
the quick sand, in doing which they threw up several broken p'ieces 
of Indian pottery. The specific gravity, compared with the river, 
was, from the .first pit, or that three feet deep, 1 ,02720, from 
the second pit, or that six feet deep, I ,01! ~ 04~ yielding a saline 
mass, from the evaporation of ten quarts, which, when dry, 
weighed eight ounces. This brjne is, therefore, about the same 
strength as that' of the ocean on_ our coast, and twice the strength 
of the famous licks in Kent11cky, calJ~d Bullet's lick and Mann's 
lick, from which so much salt is made. 

The "Fourche de Cadaux" (Cadadoquis fork) which they 
passed on the moruing of the· 30th, is about one hundred yards 
wide at its entrance into the W a.shita, from the left: immediately· 
beyond which, on the same side, the land is high; probably ele­
vated three hundred feet above the water. The shoals aud ra­
pid-s here impede their progress. At noon they deduced their 
latitude, by observation, to be 30° 11' S7" N. Receiving in­
formation of another salt lick, or saline, doctor Hunter landed, 
with a party, to view it. The pit was found in a low flat place, 
subject to be overflowed from the river; it was wet and muddy, 
the earth on the surface yellow, but Gn digg~ng through about 
four feet of blue clay, tl1e salt water oozed from a quick sand. 
Ten quarts of this water produced, by evaporation, six ounces 
'()f a saline mass, which, from taste, was principally marine salt; 
to the taste, however, it shewed an admixture of soda, and mu­
riated magnesia, but the marine salt greatly preponderated. The 
specific gravity was about 1,076, probably weaken~d from the 
rain which had fallen the day before. The ascent of the river be­
comes .more troublesome, from tho rapids and currents~ pas·tini-
1arly at the "isle du bayau des Roches" (Rocky creek island), 
:where it required great exertions, and wa~ attended with some 
hazard to pass them. This island is three~fourths of a mlle in 
Jeng(h. 'fhe river presents a series of shoals, rapids, m~d small 
cataracts ; and they nassed several peints of high land, fuJI of 
rocks and stones, llmch harder and more solid than they had yet 
met with. · 

The rocks were all silicious, with their fissures penetrated bv 
sparry matter. Indications oL iron were ti·equent, :;tnd frngmcui.-, 

M2 
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of poor ore were common, but no rich ore of that or any ~tiler 
metal \'\'as found. Some of the hills appear well adapted to the 
cultivation of the vine ; the soil being a sandy loam, with a con­
siderable proportion of gravel, and a superficial covering of good 
vegetable black earth. The natural productions. arc, several ~a­
rieties of oak, pine, dog-wood, holly, &c. with a · scattermg 
undergrowth of whortleberry, hawthorn, china briar, and a va­
riety of small vines. 

Above the Isle de Mallon, the country wears another nros-
. pect: high lands and rocks frequently approach the river. ·The 
rocks in grain resemble free stone, and are hard ·enough to be 
used as hand mill-stones, to which purp~se they are frequently 
applied. The quality of the lands improves, the stratum qf vege­
table earth being from six to twelve inches, of. a dark brown 
colour, with an admixture· of loam and sand. Below Deer 
Is1and they passed a stratum of free stone, fifty feet thick, under 
which is a quarry of imperfect slate in perpendicular layers. 
About a league from the river, and a little above the slate quarry, 
is a considerable p1ain, called " Prairie de Champignole," often 
frequented by buffaloe. Some salt licks are found near it, and 
in many situations on both sides of this river, there are said to 
be sa1ines ·which may hereafter be rendered very productive, 
and from which the future settlements may be abundantly 
supplied. · · 

About four. miles_ below the "chuttes" (falls), they, from a 
good observation, found the latituae 34° 21' 25'1 5. The land 
on either hand continues to improve in quality, with a sufficient 
stratum of dark earth of a brownish colour. H?lls frequently 
rise out of the level country, full of rocks and stones, hard and 
flinty, and often resembling Tm~ey oil stones. Of this kind 
was a promontory which came in from the right hand, a little 
below the chuttcs ; at a distance it presented the appearance of. 
ruinci:l buildings and fortifications, and several insulated masses 
of rock, conveyed the idea of redoubts and out-works. This 
effec~ was heightened hy the risirig of a flock of swans which 
l1ad taken their station in the water, at the foot of these walls. 
As the voyagers approached, the birds floated about majestically 
on the glassy sur(ace of the water, and in tremulous accents 
seemed to consult upon means of safety. The whole was a 
sublime picture. Jn the afternoo11 of the 3d of December, 
they reached the chuttes, and found the falls to be occasiotied 
by a chain of rocks of the same hard substance seen below, ex~ 
teudi1~g in the direction of north-east aud south-:-west, quite across 
the nver. The watel· pas&es through a number of branches 
worn by the impetuos~sy of the torrent wher~ i~ forms so mm1y 
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cascades. The chain of rock or hill on the left,. appears to have 
been cut down to its present level by the abrasion of the waters • 
.By great exertion, and lightening the boat, . tkey passed the 
chuttes this evening, and eucampedjust above the cataracts, and 
within the hearing of their incessant roar. 

Immediately above the chuttes, the•cun-ent of the water is 
slow, to another ledge of hard free stone; the reach between is 
spacious, not less than two hundred yards wide, and terminated · 
by a hill, three hundred feet high, covered with beautiful pines: 
this is a fine situation for building. In latitude 34° \25' 48" they 
passed a very dangerous rapid, from the number of rocks w~ich 
obstruct the passage of the water, and break it into foam. Ou 
the right.of the rapid is a high rocky hill, covered with very 
hantlsome pine woods. The strat~ of the rock has an inclina­
tion of 30° to the horizon, in the direction of the river descend­
ing. 'I'his hill may be three hundred or three hundred and fifty 
feet high.; a border or list of green cane skirts the margin of the 
river, beyond ,,-hich generally rises a high, and sometimes a 
barren hill. Near another rapid they passed a hill on the left, 
containing a large body of blue slate. A small distance above 
the bayau de Saline they had to pass a rapid of one hundred and . 
fifty yards in length, a·nd four feet and a half fall, which, from 
its velocitv, the French have denominated "La Cascade." Be­
low the cascade there are rocky hills on both sides 'composed of 
very hard free stone. 'fhe stone in the bed of the river, and 
which has been rolled from the upper country, was of the hard­
est fliut, or of a qnaJity resembling the Turkey oil stone. 
" Fourche au Tygree" (..Tygcr's creek), which comes in fr9m the 
right, a little above the cascade, is said to have many extensive 
tracts of rich level landupon it. "The rocky hills here frequently 
approach the Washita ou both sides; rich botto1i1s are never­
~helcss infrequeut, and the upland is sometimes of mo~erate ek .. 
vntion and tolerably level. Tbe stones and rocks here met with 
have theirfissures tilled by sparry and crystalline matter. 

\Vild turkies become more abundant and lesl' difficult of ap­
proach than below; and the howl of the wolves is heard during 
the night. , 

To the "Fourche of Calfat'' (Caulker's·creek) where the voy-· 
a·;e terminates, they found level and good land on the right and 
hi;;h hi.ls on the left hand. Aftc1· passing over a very precipi­
tous rapid, seemingly divided into four steeps or falls, one of 
which was at least tifteen inches in perpendicular height, and 
which together could not be less than five and a half feet, they 
arrived at Ellis's camp, a small distance below the Fourche au 
Calfat, where they stopped on the 6th of December, as the pi-

2 
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Jot considered it the most convenient landing from whence tc:r 
carry their' necessai·y, baggage to the. hot springs, the distance 
being about three leagues. There is a creek about two ·leagues 
higher up, called "bayau des sources chauds" (h<?t spring creek), 
upon the banks of which the hot springs are situated at about 
two leagues (rom its motith. 'J'he banks of it are hilly, and the 
road less eligible than from EI1is's camp. 

On ascending the hill to encamp; they found the land very 
level and good, some plants in flo\-rer, and a great many ever· 
green vines ; the forest oak ""ith an admixture of other woods. 
'The latitude of this place is 34.:> 9..7' 31'' .). The ground on 
which they encamped was about fifty feet above the water in the 
river, and supposed to be thirty feet higher than the inundations. 
Hills of considerable height, and clothed with pine, were in 
''i~w, but the land around, and extending beyond their view, lies 
1tandsomely for cultivation. The superstratum is of a blackish­
brown colour, upon a yellow basis, the w4ole intermixed with 
gravel and blue schistus, frequently so far decomposed as to have 
a strong alluminous taste. From their camp, on the \Vashita, 
to the hot springs, a distmice of about nine miles, the first six 
miles (\f the road is in a westerly direction, without many sinuo­
sities, and the remainder northwardly, which courses are neces­
sary to avoid some vei'y steep hil1s. ln this distance, they found 
tluee principal salt' licks, and some inferior ones, which are all 
frequented by buffaloe, deer, &c. The soil around them is a 
white tenacious day, probably -fit for potters' ware : hence the 
name of "glaise," which the }i'rench hwnters have bestowed 
upon most of the licks, frequented by the beasts of the forest, 
many of which exhibit no saline impregnation. The first two 
miles from the river camp is over level land of the second-rate 
quality; the timber,. chiefly oak, intermixed with other trees 
common to the climate, and a few scattering pines. l'urther on, 
the land~ on either hand rise into gently swelling hills, covered 
with handsome pine woods. 'I'he road passes along a valley, 
frequently wet by the numerous rills aud springs of excellent 
water which issue from the foot of the hills. Near the hot 
,springs the hills become more elcvated1 steeper of' ascent, and 
rocky. 'They are here called mountains, although none of them 
in view exceed four or five hundred feet in altitude. It is said:; 
that mountains of more than five times the elevation of these 
hills are to be seen in the north-west, to\\-·ards the sources of the 
'Vashita.· One of them is ca!ied the glass, crystal, or shining 
mountain, from the vast number of hexagonal prisms of very 
transparent and colomles~ crystal which are found on its sur­
face ; they arc generally surmounted by pyra1i1ids. at one end, 
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rarely on both. These crystals do not produce a double re­
fraction of the rays_ of light. Many searches have been made 
over these luouutains for the precious metals, but it is believed 
without success. 

At the hot springs they f.ound an open log cabin, and a few 
but~ of split boards, aU calculated for summer encampment, and 
which had been erected by persons resorting to the springs for 
the recovery of their health. · 

They slightly repaired these huts, or cabins, for their accom­
modation during the time of their detention at the springs, for 
the purpose' of examining them and the surrounding country ; 
and making such astronomical observatioas as were necessary for 
ascertaining their geographical position. 

It is understood that the hot springs are included within a 
grant of some hundred acres, grahted by the late Spanish com­
mandant of the \Vashita, to some of his friends ; but it is not. 
believed that a regular patent was ever issued for the place ; and 
it cannot be asserted that residence, with improvement here, 
form a plea to claim the land upon. . 

On their arrival, they immediately tasted the waters of the 
'hot springs, that is, after a few minutes cooling, for it was im­
possible to approach it with the lips when first taken up, with­
out scalding : the taste does uot differ from that of good water, 
reudered hot by culiuary' tire. 

On the ,lOth they visited all the hot springs. They issue on 
the east side of the valley, where the huts are, except one 
~pring, which rises on the we~t bank of the creek, from the 
sides and foot of a hill. From the small quantity of calcareous mat­
ter yet deposited, the western spring does not appear to be of Jono· 
standing : a natural conduit probably passes under the bed of 
the creek; and supplies it. There are four principal springs ri­
sing immediately on the east bank of the creek, one of which 
may be rather said to spring out of the gravel bed of the run; 
a fifth, a smaller one thau that above mentioned, as rising on 
the west side of the creek ; aud a sixth, of the same magnitude, 
the most northerly, and rising uear the bank of the creek: these 
are all the sources that merit the name of springs, near the 
huts ; but there is a considerable one below, and all along, at 
intervals, the warm water oozes out, or t.lrops from the bauk 
into the creek, as appears from the condensed vapour floating 
along the margin of the creek where the drippings occur. 

The hill from which the hot springs issue is of a conical 
form, termim1ting at the top with a few loose fragments of 
rock, covering a fiat space l\venty-five feet in diameter. Al­
though the tigure of the hill is ronical it is not entirely insulated, 
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but connected with the neighbouring hills by a very narrow ridge. 
The primitive rock of this hill, above the base, is prindpally 
silicious, some part of it being of the hardest flint, others a 
freestone extremely compact and solid, and of various colours. 
'fhe base of the hill, and 'for a considerable extent, is composed 
of a blackish blue schistus, which divitles into perpendicular 
lamina like blue slate. The \Yater of the hot springs is, there­
fore delivered ·from the silicious rock, generally invisible at 
the ;urface, from the mass of calcareous matter with which it is in­
crusted, or rather buried, and which it is perpetually precipitat ... 
ing from the water of the springs : a small proportion of iron, 
in the form of a red calx, is also deposited; the colour of 
"'hich is frequently distinguishable in the lime. 

In ascending the hill several patches of rich black earth are 
found, which appear to be formed by the decomposition of the 
calcareous matter : in other situations the superficial earth is 
penetrated, or encrusted, by limestone, with fine lamina, or 
minute frag1nents of iron ore. 

Tne water of the h9t springs must formerly hare issued at a 
greater elevation in the hill, and nm over the surface, having 
formed a mass of calcareous rock one hundred feet perpendi­
cular, by its deposition. ln this l1igh situation they found a 
spring, whose temperature was 140° of Fahrenheit's thermo­
meter. After passing the calcareous region they found the pri­
mitive hill covered by a forest of not very large trees, consist­
ing chiefly of oak, pine, cedar, holly, hawthorn, and others 
common to the climate, with a great variety of vines, some 
said to produce black, and others yellow grapes, both excellent 
in their kinds. The soil is rocky, interspersed with gravel, sand, 
and fine vegetable mould. On reaching the height of two 
hundred feet perpendicular, a considerable change in the soil 
was observable; it \Vas stony and gravelly, with a superficial 
coat of black earth, but immediately under it lies a stratum of fat, 
tenacious, soapy, red clay, inclining to the colour of bright 
~panish snuff, homogeneous, with scarcely any admixture of 
f!and, no saline, but rather a soft agreeable taste: the timhe1· 
diminishes, and the rocks increase in size to the summit. The 
whole height is estimated at three hundred feet above the level 
of the vallev. 

On e~an;ining the four principal springs, cr those whid1 
j·ield tlte greatest quantity of water, or of the hicrhest tempera­
ture, No. 1 \Vas found to raise the mercury ~o I 50, No. 2 to 
1.5.4, No •. 3 to 13() and .No.4 to 1S'2 degrees of Fahrenheit's 
thermometer : the last is ou the west side of the creek : No. S 
is a small basin in which there is a considerable quantity of 
Jrt~en matter, having much the appearance of a vegetable body, 
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but detached from the bottom, vet connected with it by sotne· 
thin~ like a stem, which rests i;1 calcarious matter. The body 
o! one of these pseudo plants was from four to five inches in 
diameter; the bottom a smooth film of some tenacitv, and the 
l~pper surface divided iuto ascendi11g fibres of halt' or three 
fourths of an inch Ion~, resembling the gills of a fish, in tran~­
verse rows. A little further on was another small muddy basm 
in which the water was warm to the finger: in-it was a· vermes 
abo~t half an inch long, moving with a serpentine or vermicular 
!hotwn. It was invariably ob-;cn·ed, that the gfeen matter form'"' 
mg on the stone<; and leaves covered a stratum of calcarious 
earth, sometimes a little harcl, or brittle, at others soft and 
imperfect. From the bottom of one of the hot springs a fre­
quent ebullition of gas was observed, which not having the me,ms of 
collecting, they could not ascertain its uature : it was not in­
flammable, aud there is little doubt of it' being carbonic acid, 
from the quantity of lime, and the iron, held in solution by the 
water. 

They made the folJowing rough estimate of the quantity of 
water delivered by the springs. There are fe>ur principal 
rpriugs, two of. inferior uote ; one rising out of the gra• 
Yel, and a number of drippings and drainings, all issuing from 
the margin, or from under the rock which overhangs the 
creek. Of the first mentioued, three deliver nearly equal quan­
tities, but No. I, the most considerable, delivers about five 
times as much as one of the other three ; the two of inferior 
note may, together, be equal to one; and all the droppings 
and small springs, are prob·-tbly underrated at double the quan­
tity of one of the three ; that is, all together, they will deliver 
a quantity equal to eleven times the water issuing from the one 
most commodiously situated for measurement This spring 
filled a vessel of eleven quarts in eleven seconds, hence the 
whole quantity of hot water delivered from the springs at the 
base of the hill is 165 gal1ons in a minute, or 3771~ hogs .. 
heads in 24 hours, which is equal to a handsome brook, and 
might work an over-shqt mill. ln cool weather condensed vapour 
is seen rising out of the gravel bed of the creek, from springs 
which cannot be taken into account. During the summer and 
fall the creek receives little or no water but what is supplied by 
the hot springs: at that season itself is a hot bath, too hot, in· 
dcclC near the springs; so that a person may choose the tem­
perature most agreeaule to himself, by selecting a natural ba­
sin near to, or farther from, the principal springs. .At three 
or four miles below the springs the water is tepid and unplea .. 
saut to driuk. 

I~'rom the western mountain, estimated to be of equal 
LEWIS AND CLARKE.l N 
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heio·ht with that from which the hot springs flow, there are se· 
ver~l fine prospects. 'The valley of the \V ash ita, comprehended 
betweeu the hills on either side, seemed a perfect flat, and 
about twelve miles wide. On a1l hands \\'ere seen the hills, or 
mountains, as they are here called, ri~Sing behind ea.ch other. 
In the direction of north, the most distant were estimated to 
be fifty miles off, and are supposed to be those of the Arkansa 
river, or the rugged mountains which divide the waters of the 
Arkansa from those of the "T ash ita, and prevent the Osage 
Indians from visitinrr the latter, of '"hom they are supposed 
ignorant: otherwise 

0 

their excursions here would prevent thi~ 
place from being visited by white persons, or other Indians. In a 
south-west direction, at about forty miles distance, is seen a 
perfectly level ridge, supposed to be the high prairies of the 
Red river . 

..K otwithstanding the severity of tl1e weather, a considerable 
number, and some variety of plants were in flower, and others 
retained their verdure : indeed the ridge w·as more temperate 
than the valley below; there it was cold, damp, and penetrating ; 
here rlry, and the atmosphere mild. Of the plants growing 
here \-rasa species of cabbage: the pl:mts grow with expanded 
leaves, spreading on the ground, of a deep green, with a shade 
of purple; the taste of the cabbage was plainly predominant, 
with an agreeable warmth inclining to that of the radish ; seve-· 
r:tl tap-roots penetrated into the soil, of a white colonr, having 
the taste of horse radish, but much milder. A quantity of them 
taken to the camp and dressed, proved palatable aud mild. 
It is not probable that cabbage seed has been scattered on this 
ridge ; the hunters ascendmg this ri\'er haYe ahray~ had different 
.objects. Until further elucidation, this cabbage must be consi4 

dered as indigenous to this sequestered quarter, anrl may be de­
nominated the cabbage radi~h of the ". ashita. They found a 
Jllant, then green, called by the French " racine rouge," (red 
wot), which i~ said to be a sprcitic in female obstructions; it 
has also been used, combined \\'ith the China root, to dye red, 
the last probably acting as a mordant. The top of this t~dge is 
~overed with rocks of a flinty kind, and so very hard as to be 
Improper for gun-flints, for when :1pplied to that use it soon 
digs cavities in the hammer of the lock. This hard stone is 
generally white, but frequently clouded with red; brown, black, 
and other colours. Here and there fr<tn·nwn.ts of iron-stone were 
met with, ~nd where a tree had b~n overturned, its roots 
brought to vie\r fragments of schistus1 which were sufferina de-

•• 0 

compositiOn from exposure to the atmosphere. On digging 
\Vhl're the slope of the hill was precipitous, they found the 
•econd Htratum to be a reddish clay, resemblin~ that found on 

1 
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the conical hill, east of the camp. At two-thirds down the 
hill, the rock w~s a hard freestone, intermixed \\'ith fragments 
of flnt, which had probably rolled from above. Still lower 
was found a blue schistus, ·in a state tending to .decomposition 
where exposed to the atmosphere, but hard and resembling 
coarse slate in the iuterior. Many stones had the appearance 
of Turkey oil stones : at the foot of the hill it expands into 
good farming lands. 

Dr. Hunter, upon examining the waters of the hot springs, 
obtained the following results : 

It differed nothing from the hot \Vater in smell or taste, 
but caused a slight c~ructation shortly after drinking it. 

Its specific gravity is equal to raih or distilled water. 
It gave to Jitamus papm·, a slight degree of redness, evincing 

the presence of the carbonic acid, or fixed air sulphuric, and 
threw down a few detaclted particles. Oxylat of ammoniac 
caused a deposition and white cloud, shewing the presence of a 
small portion of lime. Prusiat of potash produced a slight and 
scarcely perceptible tinge of blue, designating the presence of 
a small quantity of iron. 

Sixteen pounds of \\:ater evaporated to dryness left teu grai11s 
of a grey powder, which proved to be lime. 

The myrtle wax tree grows in the vicinity of the springs. At 
the season in which the voyagers were there, the wax was no 
longer green, but had changed its colour to a greyish-white, 
from its long exposure to the weather. The berry when exa .. 
mined by a microscope, is less than the smallest garden pea, 
approaching to an oval in form. The nuclus, or real seed, is the 
size of the seed of a rarlish, and is covered with a nurn ber of kidney 
shaped glands, of a brown colour and sweet taste; these glands 
secrete the wax which completely euvelopes them, and, at thii 
season, gives to the whole the appearance of an imperfectly 
white berry. This is a valuable plant and merits attention: its 
favourite position is a dry soil, rather poor, and looking down 
upon the water. It is well adapted to ornament the margins of 
canals, lakes, or rivulets. The cassina yapon, is equally 
beautiful, und proper for the same purpose: it grows here along 
the banks of this stony creek, intermingled with the myrtle, and 
bears a beautiful little red berry, very much resembling the red 
currant. 

The rock through which the hot springs either p:~~ ot trj(!de 
over, appears undermined by the waters of ti:p· creek. The 
hot water is continually depositing calcarious, and, }JerhapS.; 
some silicious matter, forming new rocks, always augmenting 
and projecting their promontories over the r~~iining water of the 
creek, which prevents its formation below the surface. 'Yhere .. 

. ~ ~ 
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ver this calcarious crust i~ seen spreading aver the bank alld 
margin of the c·reek, tbe~:e, most certainly, the hot water will 
be found, either running ow~: the ~urface, or through soma 
chmmet, perhaps L>elow the new rock, or dripping . from tha 
edges of the overhanging pr~cipice. The progress of natu1e 
in the formation of this new rQ<:k is CUJ:OUS, and \'\'Oft~Jy' tllt~ 
attt'ntion .of the mineralogil;t. When the bot water issues froiD. 
the fountain, it frequently spread~ over _a superficies of soma 
exteut; so far as it reaches, on eitlwr hand, toere is a deposi­
tion of, or growth of greeu matter. Several lamina of this ~reea 
U.tatter will be found lying over each other, and irumediatt-ly unrler, 
and in contact with the interior lamma, which is not durke~ 
than papet, is found a whitish substance resembling a coaguium; 
when viewed with a micruscope, this last is also found to con­
aist of several, sometimes a good number of lamina, of "hich 
$~1at next the green is the finest and thinnest, being the last for,~ 
med ; those below increasing m thickness and tenacity until th~ 
rust terminate& in a sott earthy matter, wluch reposes in the 
more solid rock. ;Each lamina of the coagulum is penetrated in 
all its parts by calcarious grains, extremely minute, and di,·idt!d 
in the more r.ecent welt,' b_ut much larger and occupying the 
whole of the inferior lamina. The understratum is continuallJt 
consolidating, and adding bulk and height to the rock. \Yheri 
this acquit~s such an elevation as to stop the passage o£ the wa':! 
tt;lt, it :finds another course over the rock, hill, or margin of 
the. creek, forming, in turn., accumulations of matter over the 
whole. of the a~;jaccut !ipace. \V ben the wat1'r lias found. itself 
a new chanuel, the green matter,, which sometimes acquires a 
thic~ness. of half an inch, is speedily converted into 1:\. rich ve~ 
getable earth,. and becomes the food of plants. The surface of 
the calcarioul!l rock also decomposes and forms the richest black 
mould intirnatel:r mixed with a considerable portion of soil; 
plants aud trees vegetate luxuriant!y upon it. · 

Ou examiniug a. piece of ground upon- which the snow 
dissolved as it fell, and which was covered with herbage, they 
~otmd, in some places, a calcarious crust on the. surface ; b.ut 
l'Jl general a depth of five inches to a foot of the richest black 
mould. The surfpce was sensibly warm to the toucl• Io the 
"ir.·th~ mercury in. the th.ermometer stood at_· 44° ; when pla£w 
four mches uncler the surface, and covered with earth, it rose 
r~_p~~iy .. tu Qf!io ;_ and_ upoi1 the calcarious 1·ock, eight inches be­
,U;~4,di the. surt:U.ce) it rose to 809. - This result was uniform oY.er 
tbtf whole surfa;Qe; whic.~h was about a quarter of an acre. 

0n. searchii1g tl:a;y. foumLa. spring, about fi(teen inches undet 
tbft surface, in tl~f watet: of \\ hich the thermometer s·hewed a 
l_~p~r.ature. of H~D~. .Beneath the bla.ck mould was foJ.llld a 
prown mixture CJf JiJUe al1d~s1lex, very loose and divisible, ap .. 
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parent:ly }n a state of decomposition, and progressing toward~ 
the formati€>n of black mould; under this brownish mass it IJe .. 
came gradti~·lny whiter and harder, to lhe dcptl1 of t'rom six to 
twelve inches, where it was a ealcarious sparkling stone. It 
was evident that the water had pa~;se(!{ O\'er this plac , land for 
med a tl<lt superficies of silicious limeston~; and that its posi­
tion; nearly level, had facilitated the accuniulation of earth, in 
proportiun I as tbe 6ecomposition advanced Similar spots of 
ground were fom1d high_er up d1e hill, resembling little savannas, 
near which hot springs w~re always discovered, which bad once 
flowed over them. It appear8 probable that tho hot water of 
the springs, at an early penod, had all issued from its grand 
reservoir in the. bill, at a much greater elevation than at present. 
The calcarious crust may be traced up, in most situations on the 
west -side of the hill looking down the creek and valley, to a 
certain height, perhaps one huadred feet perplmdicular; in thili 
region the· hill rises precipitously; and is stu~ded with hard ,si­
licious stones; below' the descent is more gradual, and the soil 
a calcarious black . earth. It is easy to di-;criminate the primi­
tive hill from that which has ac<~umulaled, by precipitation, from 
the water of the springs; this la~t is entirely contiued to th;: 
west si_de of the hill, and washed at its base by the water~ of 
the creek, no hot spring being visible in any other part of its 
circumference. By actual measurement along the base of t~c 
hill the influence of the springs is found to extend seventy per­
ches, if! a directiop a little to the ea!:!t of nMth : ·along tllC 
whole of this space the springs have deposited stqny matter, 
calcarious, with an adrlitiou of silex, or crystalized lime. T'he 
accumulation of calcarious matter is more considerable at 
the north end of the hill than the south; the first mav be 
above a hundred feet perpendicular, but sloping much i'nore 
gradually than the primitive hill above, until it approaches 
the creek, 'where not unfrequently it terminates in a precipice 
of from six to twenty feet. The difference bet\.\•een the primi• 
tive and secondary hill is so striking that a superficial observer 
must notice it; the first is regularly very steep. aud studded with 
rock and stone of the hardest flint, and other silicious com­
pounds, and a superficies of two or three inches of· good mould · 
covers a red clay ; below, on the secondary hill, which carries 
evident marks· of recent formation, no tlint, or silicious stone,. 
is found ; the calcarious rock conceals all from view, and ·is, 
itself, frequently covered by much fine rich earth .. , It would seem 
that this .compound, precipitated f•·om the hot waters, yields 
easily to the influence of the atmosphere ; for "here the waters 
ct:~:;e to flow over any portion of the rock, it speedily decom­
poses ; • probably more rapidly f.rom the heat communicated 
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·from the interior of the hill, as insulated masses of the rock 
are observed to remain .without change. 

The cedar, the wax myrtle, and the cassina yapon, alJ 
ever~reens, attach themselves particularly to the calcarious re­
gion, and. seem to grow and thrive even in the clefts of the solit!l 
rock. 

A spring, enjoying a f1:eedom of position, proceeds with 
great regularity in depositing the matter it hqlds in solution ; 
the border or rim of its basin forms an elevated ridge, from 
whence 1~rocecds a glacis all around, where the waters have 
flowed for some time over one part of the brim ; this becomes 
more elevated, and the water has to seek a passage where there 
is less resistance, thus forming, in miniature, a crater, resem­
bling in shape the conical summit of a volcano. The hiJI being 
steep above, the progress of petrifaction is stopped on that 

' si?e, and the waten continue to How and spread abroad, incrust­
ing the whole face of the hill below. The last formed calca­
rious border of the circular basin is soft, and easily divided; at a 
small depth it is more compact ; and a.t th~ depth of six inches it 
is generally hard white stone. If the bottom of the basin is stirred. 
up, a quantity of the red calx of iron rises; and escapes over 
the summit of the crater. 

Visitants to the hot springs having observed shrubs and trees 
with their roots in the hot water, have been induced to try expe­
riments, by sticking b-ranches of trees in the run of hot. water. 
Some branches of the wax myrtle were found thrust into the 
bottom of a spring nm, the water of which' was 130° by Fah­
rerdJeit's thermometer; the foliage and fruit of the branch were 
not only sound and heahhy, but at the surface of the water 
roots were actually sprouting from it : on pulling it up the part 
which had pene,tratcd the ho.t mud was found decayed . 

. The green substan,ce discoverable at the bottom of the hot 
springs, aud which at first sight has the appearance of plush, 
on examination by the microscope, was found to be a vegetable 
production. A, film of green matter spreads itself· on the £al­
carious base, from which rises fibres more than half an inch in 
1ength, forming a beautiful vegetation. Beforethe microscope 
it sparkled with innumerable nodules of lime, some part of 
which, was beautifttlly crystalized. This circumstance might 
(~ause a doubt of its being a true vegetable, but its great 
reser.nhluuce to 'some of the inosses, particularly the byssi, 
nnd the discovery which lVIr. Dunbnr made of its being the 
residence of animal life, continued his, belief in its being 
a trne moss. After a .diligent search he discovered a very mi­
mtte shell fish, of the bivalve kind, inhabit~ng this· moss; it$ 
shape nearly that of th~ fresh water muscle; -the colour of the 



CAUSE OF HOT SPRINGS~ '103 

shell a greyish brown, with spots of a purplish colour. 'Vhcn 
the animal i~ undisturbed, it opens the shell, and thrusts out 
four legs, very transparent, and articulated like those of a qua­
druped ; the extremities of the fore lq.~s are very slender aud 
sharp, but those of the hind legs somewhat broader, apparently 
armed with minut<:" toes: from the extremity of each shell is 
~ues three or four forked hairs, '' hich the animal seems to po.-.;­
~ess the power of moving; the fore-legs are probably formed 
for making incil:iions into the moss for the purpose of procurillg 
access to the juices of the li,·ing plant, upon which, no doubt, it 
feeds : it may be provided with a proboscis, although it did not 
appear while the animal was under examination : the hind legs 
are well adapted for propelling it in its progress over the moss, 
or through the \Yater. 

It would be desirable to ascertain the cause of that perpetual 
fire which keeps up the high temperature of so many springs as 
flow from this hi1l, at a considerable distance from each· other: 
upon looking around, however, suflicient data for the solution of 
the difficulty is not discoverable. Nothing of a volcanic nature 
is to be seen in this country ; neither could they learn that any 
evidence in favour of such a supposition was to be found in the 
mouutains connected \Yith this river. An immense bed of dark 
blue scbistus appears to form the base of the hot spriu,; hill, ani! 
of all tho'<~ in its neighbourhood : the bottom of the creek is 
formed of it; and pieces are frequently met with rendered soft · 
by decomposition, and possessing a strong aluminous taste, re­
quiring nothing but lixiviation and crystalization to complet~ 
the manufacture of alum. As bodies undergoing chemical 
changes generally produced an alteration of tunpcrature, the 
fJCat of these springs may be owing to the disengagement of ca­
Joric, or the decomposition of the schistus. Another, and per­
haps a more satisfactory cause may be assigned : it is well known, 
that within the circle of the waters of this river, vast beds of 
martial py~itcs exist ; they have not yet, however, been discovered 
in the vieinage of the hot spriugs, but may, nevertheless, form 
immense beds under the bases of these hills; and as in one place 
at least there is evidence of the presence of bitumen*, the 
nnion ·of these agents will, in the progress of decomposition, by 
the admission of air and moi~ture, produce degrees of l1eat ca­
pable of supporting the phenomena of the hot springs. No sul­
phuric acid is preseut in this water : the spriugs may be supplied 

*Having tht-ust a stick down into the crater of one of the springs, nt 
some distance up .the hill, several drop:; of pett·olcum, or naptha, ro:a;e and 
~prcad upon the surface: it ceased to rise after tbrec or four attempts. 
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by the vapour of heated. water, ascendin~ from. cavems ~~e 
the llf'at s generated, or the heat may be Immediately app~1ed !(} 
the bottom of an immense natural cauldron of roclr, con tamed m 
the bowels of the hilJ, from which as a reservoir th~ springs may 
be supplied. 

A 'series of accurate observations determined the latitude of 
the hot :springs to be 34 ° S 1' 4'' 16 N. and long. 6h 11' ll5", or 
92° 60' 45'' west from the meridian of Greenwich~ 

\Vhile .Mr. Dunbar \HlS making arrangements for transporting 
the baggage back to the river camp, doctor llunter, with a 
small party, went on an excursiou itUo the country. He )eft 
the hot springs en the morning of the 2ith, and after travelling 
son1etimes O\'er hills and steep cragg)' mountains ~ith narrow 
valleys between them, then t1p the valleys, and generally. by the 
side of a branch· (mptying iilto the \Vashita, ihey reached the 
main h1:anch of the Calfat in the eveuing, ai.Jout twelve miles · 
from the springs. The. stones they met with during the first 
part of the day were 11ilicious, of a whitish grey, with flints, 
white, cream-coloured, red, &c. The beds of the rivt,~Iets, and 
often a considerable way up the hills, shewed immense bodies of 
schistus, both blue and grey, some of it efflorescing and tasting 
strongly of alum. The latter patt of the day, they travelle~ 
over aud between hills of black, hard, and compact flint, iu 
shap~leRs masses, with schist as before. On ascending these 
high groundsJ you distinctly .perceive the commencement of the 
piney region, bcgiuning at the height of sixty or seventy feet, and 
extending to the top. The soil in these narrow valleys' is thiu 
and full of stones. The next day, which was stormy, they· 
reached a branch of the bu,·au de saline~ which stretches towards' 
the Arl•.ansa, and empties into the 'Vashita many leagues below, 
having gone about twelve miles. The mount~ins they had passed 
being of the primitive kind, which seldom produce metals, and 
having hitherto seen nothing of a mineral kind, a little poor iron 
ore ex<'epted, and the face of the country, as far as they could 
see, presenting the same aspect; they returned to the camp, at 
the hot springs, on the evening of the thirtieth, by another route, 
in which _they met witb nothing worthy notice. 

In consequence of the rains which bad fallen, A-'Ir. Dunbar, 
and those who were transporting the baggage to the river camp, 
found the road watery. The soil on the flat lands, under the 
stratum of vegetable mould, is yellowish, a11d consists of decom-­
p~se? schi~tus, of which there are immense beds in evdy stage 
~t dissolutiO!J, Jrom the hard stone recently uncovered and par-. 
tmlly decomposed, to the yellow}; and apparently homogeneous. 
~arth. The covering of vegetable earth between the hills and 
the rh"e1· is, in most places, sutliciently thick to constitute a good 
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~oil, being from four to £ix inches; and it is the opinion of the people 
Hpon the Washita, that wheat will grow here to great perfection. 
Although the hi~her l1ills, three hun(lred to six hundred feet in 
height, are wry rocky, yet the inferior hill3, and the sloping 
ba~!Cs of the first, are generally covered with a soil of a midd!ino­
quulity. The natural productions are sufficieutly luxuriant, con~ 
ei~ting chiefly of black and red oak, intermixed with a variety of 
othl'r woods,, and a considerable undergrowth. Even on these 
rocky hill» are three or four species of vines, said to produce an­
uu4lly an abundance of excellent grapes. A great variety of 
platt~'i which grow here, some of which in their season are said 
t•) prodn~·e flowers highly ornamental, would probably reward 
the re:;earciJes of the botanist. 

On the morning of the 8th January, 1805, the party left 
Elli~\ on the river camp, where they had been detained for seve­
ral clays, waiting for such a rise in the waters of the river, as 
would carry their boat in safety over the numerous rapids below • 
. A rise of about six feet, which had taken place the evening be­
fore, determined them to move this morning ; and they 
passed the chuttes about one o'clock. They stopped to ex­
amine the rocky promontory below these falls, and took some 
specimens of the stone which so much resembles the Turkey oil 
stone. ft appears to•> hard. The strata of this chain were ob­
served to nm perpendicularly nearly east and west, crossed by 
fissures at right angles from five to eight feet apart; the lamina 
from one-fourth of an inch to five inches io thickness. About a 
lea~ne below, they landed at \Vhetstone-hill and took several 
specimens. This projecting hill is a mass of greyish blue 
schisms or considerable hardness, and about twenty feet perpen­
dicular, not regularly so, and from a quarter to two inches in 
thickne~s, but .does not split with an even surface. 

They landed again on the morning of the 9th, in sight of the 
bayau de h prairie de champignole, to exarnine and take spP.ci­
mens of some free stone and blue slate. The slate is a blue 
~chistus, hard, britt}(', and unfit for the covering of a house ; 
none proper for that purpose 'have been discovered, except 
on t~IC Ca!Lt, which Dr. Hunter met with iu one of his ex­
curswns. 

, On the, ev~:ning of the 10th they. en ram pe~ near .A_rclon's 
'I roughs, hwmg been only three days m dcscendmg the distance 
which took them thirteen to ascend. Tlwy stopped sume time at 
the camp of a ~Jr. Le Fevre. He is an intelligent man, a na• 
tive of the Illinois, but now residing at the r\ rkansas. He came 
here. with some Delaware and other Indians, ,,·hom he had fitted 
out with goods, and receives their peltry, fur, &c. at a stipulated 

LEWI~ A~D CLAHKE.J 0 
() 
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price, as it is brought in by the hunters. ·Mr. Le Fevre pos­
sesses considerable knowledge of the interior of the 'country; 
he confirms the accounts before obtained, that the hills or moun .. 
tain~ which give rise to this little river are in a manner i~sulated ; 
that is, they are entirely shut in and iuclosed by the 1mm€nse 
plains 'or prairies which extend beyond the Red river, to the 
~outh, and beyond the Missouri, or at least some of its branches, 
to the north, and range along the eastern base of the great chain, 
or dividing ridge, commonly known by the name of the sand 
hills, wl1ich separate the· waters of the l\iississippi from those 
which fall into the Pacific ocean. The breadth of this grea~ 
plain is not well ascertained. lt is said by some to be at certai11 
parts, or in certain directions, not less than two hundred leagues; 
but it is agreed by all who have a knowledge of the western 
c:;ountry, that the mean breadth is at least two-thirds of that dis­
taJlCe. A branch of the ?\lissouri, called the river Platte, or 
Shallow river, is said to take its rise so faa· south as to derive its 
:first waters from the neighbourhood of the sources of the Red 
and Arkansa rivers. By the expression plains or prairies in this 
pla~e, is not to be understood a dead flat, resembling certain 
s~vannas, whose soil is stiff and impenetrable, often under water, 
~nd bearing only a coarse grass resembling reeds; very different 
4}fe the westrrn prairies, '"·hich expression signifies only a country 
without tiPlber. These pra~ries are neither flat nor hilly, but 
undulating into gently swelling lawns, and expanding into spa­
cious vallies, in the centre of which is always found a little tim­
\J~r gr$JWiug on the banks of the brooks and rivulets of the 
nuest;\vaters. The whole of these prairies are represented to 
be c~mposed of the richest and most fertile soil;- the most lux­
uriailt and succulent herbage covers the surface of the earth, in­
terspersed with millions of flowers and flowering shrubs, of the 
most ornamental kinds. Those who have viewed only a skirt of 
these prairies, speat of them with enthusiasm, as if it \Vas only 
there that nature was . to be found truly perfect; they declaFe, 
th~t the fertility and beauty of the rising grounds, the extreme 
~idm<:'Ss of the vales, the coolness and excellent quality of the 
water found in evl'ry valley, the salubrity of the atmosphere, and, 
above all, the grandem of the enchanting landscape which this 
country presents, inspire the soul with sensations not to be felt 
in. auy. oth~r region of the. globe. This paradise is now very 
~hml_y mha~1ted by a f~w tnbes. of savage$, and by the immense 
ht:rds of w1ld cattle (bi:;on) whtch people thesf countries. The 
cattle perforln regular migrations, according to the seasons, from 
&outh to north, and from the plams to th~ mountams, and in d\le 
time, taught by their inl\tint:ts, take a retroo·rade duection. These 
tribes move in the reur of the herds, and pick up. stragglers, and 
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snch as lag behind, which they kill with the bow and arrow, for 
their subsistence. This country is not subjected to those sudden 
deluges of rain which in most hot countties, and even in the Mis­
si!Jsippi territory, tear up 'and sweep a: way with· irresistible fury, 
the crop aru.i soil. together : on the contrary, rain is said to become 
more rare in proportion as the great chain of mountain is ap­
proached; and it would seem that within the sphere of the at­
traction of those elevated ridges, little or no rain falls on the a:d­
joiuing plains. This relation .is the more credible, as in that re­
spect our ne\:v country may resemble other flat or col'nparatively 
low countries, similarly situated, such as the country lyi~g be­
tween the And·es and the western Pacific; the plains are supplied 
with nightly dews so extremely abundant, as to have the effect 
of refreshing showers of rain ; and the spacious vallies, which 
are extremely level, may with facility be watered by the rills and 
brooks which' are never absent from these situations. Such is 
the description of the b-etter known country lying to the south of 
Red river, from Nacogdoches tow;;t1·ds St. Antonio, in the pro .. 
vince of Taxus : the richesf crops a•·e said to be procured there 
without rain ; but agriculture in that quarter- is at a low ebb ; the 
small quantities of maize fm•nished by the country, is said to be 
raised without cultivation. A rude opening is made in the earth, 
sufficient to deposit the grain, at the distance of four or five feet, 
in irregular squares, and the rest is left to nature. The soil is 
teuder, spongy, and rich, and seems always to retain hlJmidity 
sufficient, with the bounteous dews of Heaven, to bring the 

-crops to mat~rity. 
The Red and Arkansa rivers, \Yhose courses are very long, 

pass through portions of this fine country. They are Loth navi­
gabi~ to an unknown distance by boats of proper construction; 
the Arkansa river is, however,· understood to have greatly the 
advantage. with respect to the facility of navigation. Some dif­
fieult places are met with in the Red river below the Nakitosh, 
after which it is good for one hundred: and fifty leagues (probably 
computed leagues of the country, about two miles each); there 
the voyagar meets with a very serious obstacle, tl}e commence­
ment of the " raft,'' as it is called ; that is, a . .uatural covering 
which c'onceals the whole river for an extent of seventeen 
leagues, continually augmenting by the drift~wood brought down 
by every considerable fresh. This covering, which for a consi­
derable time was only drift-wood, now supports a vegetation of 
every thing abounding in the neighbouring forest, not excepting 
trees of a considerable size ; and the river may be frequently 
passed without any knowledge of its exi~tence. It is said that 
the annual inundation is opening for itself a new passage through 
the low grouncts near the bills ; but it must be long before na-

o2 
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ture, unaided, will excavate a passage sufficient for the waters· of 
Red river. About fifty Jeagues above this natural bridge, is the 
residen<:e of the Cadeaux or Cadadoquies nation, whose good 
qualities are already mentioned. The inbab1tauts estimate th~ 
post of N akitosh to be half way betweeu New Orleans aud .d1e­
Cadeaux nation. Above this point the 11avJgatwn of H.ed river 
is said to be embarrassed by many rap ds, falls, and -shal­
lows. The Ark ansa river is said to preseut a safe, agreeable, 
and uninterrupted navigation as high as it is known. The 
lands on each side are of the best quality, and weH watered 
with springs, brooks, and rivulets, affordmg many situations .for 
mill-seats. From description, it would seem that along this 
river there is a regular gradation of hill and dale, presenting their 
extremities to the river ; the hills are gently sweJling eminences, 
and the dales spacious vallies, with ~iving water meandering 
through them ; the forests consist of handsome trees~ d1iefty 
what is called open woods. The quality of the land is supposed 
superior to that on Red river, until it ascends t(t) the pmirie 
country, where the lands on both rivers are probably siu1ilar .. 
About two hundred leagues up the Arkansa is an interesting 
place, called the Salt prairie. There is a ·considerable fork of 
the river there, aud a kind of savanna where the salt water is 
continually oozing out, and spreading over the »urface of a plain • 
During the dry summer season the salt may be raked up in large 
beaps ; a natural c-rust of a hand breadth in thickness is formed 
at this season. This place is not: often frequented, on accon;.t of 
the danger from the Osage Indians; mueh le8s dare the white 
hunters venture to ascend higher, where it is generally believed 
that silver is to be found. It is further said, that high up the 
Arkansa river salt is found in form of a solid rock, and may be 
dug out with the crow-bar. The waters of the i\rkansa, · iike 
those of Red river, are not potable during the dry season, being 
both charged highly with a reddish earth or meuld, and extremely 
brackish. This inconvenience is not greatly felt upon the Ark­
ansa, where sprinp,s and brooks of fresh wa~er frequent : the R~ 
river is understood not to be so highly f~tvoured. Every account 
seems to prove that immense natural magazines of salt must 
exist in the great chain of mountains to the westw;;trd ; as all the 
rivers in the summer season, which flow from them, .are strongly 
impregnated with that mineral, and. are only reudercrl palat­
able after receiving the numerous streams of fresh w:.tter whid1 
join them in their course. The great western prairies, bcsidei. 
the herds of 1sild cattle (bison, commonly called buflaloe), are 
a1so stocked with vast numbers ot wild goat (not resembiing the­
domestic goat), extremely s\,,ift footed~ As the description 
given of this goat xs not perfect, it may froni its swiftness prove 
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1tJ be tlH~ antelope, or it possibly may be a ~oat 'vhich has escaped 
from the Spanish settlements of ~ew Mexico. A Canadiau, "hu 
bad been much with the Indians to the weshvard, speaks of a nool­
bearing animal, larger than a sheep, the \Vool much mixed wttlz 
hair, which he had seen in lar6e tlocks. He pretend~ also tl) 
have seen a unicorn, the single horn of \\hich, he say.'l, L'~cs 
out of the forthead and curls back, conveying the idea of the fo."'­
sil cornu ammonis. This man says, he ba" travcllecJ bcyotJd 
the great dividing ridge so far as to have seen a large river tiuw­
iug to the ''"estward. The great dividing mountaiu is .so lofty, 
that it requires two days to ascend from the base to its top; otlier­
nmges of infl!rior mountains lie before and behind it ; they arc 
all rocky and sandy. Large lakes and \'allies 1ie btt\l"ccn the 
mountains. Some of the bkcs are so large as to coutain consi­
derable islands, and rivers flow from some of th{:m. Great 
nmnbers of fossil bones, of wry large dimensions, are seeu 
among the mountains, whi-ch the Canadian supposes to be the 
elephant. He does not pretend to have seen any of the preciou•:o 
metals, but has seen a mineral which he supposes might yjeJtt 
c.opper. From the top of the high mountain the view is bou.ruied 
by a curve as upon the ocean, and extends over the most beuutiful 
prairies, \\'hich seem to be uulwnnded, p~uticularly towards d;c 
east. 'fhe finest of the lands he has seen are on the .. Missouri; 
no other call compare in richness and fertility with them. This 
Canadian, as well as Le Fevre, speak of the Osages of tl.e 
tribe of \Vhitehairs, as Jawiess and unp1incipled ; and the odwr 
Indian tribes hold them in abhonence as a barbarous ami unc1-
'i.ilized race ; and the d1fferent nations who hunt in their ue~gh­
bourhood, have their conccrtiug plans for their destruction. Ou 
the moming of the ll th, the party passed the petit ecor a F~tbri. 
The osier, \\ hich ~rows on the beaches above, is uot ~een below 
upon this river; and here they began to meet \\ith the Rmall tree 
called " charnier," \\ihich grovvs nuly on the\\ at{·r side, ami is met 
\'rith all the way do\vu the \Vashita. '!'be latitude of jJ"' 40' 
seems the northern boundary of the one, and the sout~a;m 
boundarJ of the other of those n·g<:tables. Hav.i.11g n-.Jticeo the 
limit ~ct to the long moss (Telandsia), on the as<;eut of the riH'r, 
in latitude SS 0

, :rvJr. Dunbar made inquiry of l\l r. Le Fevre, ~•s 
to its existence on the 1\rkansa settlement, .. ,hich i~ 1-zlu\\ n to }ie 
in about the same pm:allel ; he said, that its growth is limited 
about ten miles south of the settlement, anc that as remarkably 
as if a line had been drawn east and wc·"·t for tLe purpose, as 1t 
ceases all at once, and not by degrees. Hence it appe:!rs, tbat 
nature has marked with a distinguishing feature the ·Jiuc esta.­
l>lished by congress1 between the Orleans and Louis1aua territo-
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ties·. The cypress is not found on the W asbita higher than 34 
degrees of north latitude. 

1 n ascendiug the river, they found their rate of going to exceed 
that of the current about six miles and a half in twenty-four 
hours ; aDd that on the 1 ~th they had passed the apex of the tid~ 
or wave, occasioned by the fresh, and were descending along aR 
inclined plane: as they encamped at night, they fouHd themselves 
in deeper water the next morning, and on a more elevated part 
of the inclined plane than they had been in the.precedi.ng eve~­
ing, from the progress of the apex of the tide durmg them 
repose. 

At noon) on the 16th, they reached the post of the Washita .. 
Mr. Dunbar being anxious to reach the Natchez as early as 

possible, and being unahle' to procure horses at the post, took a 
canoe with one soldier and his own domt(l'tic, ~o push down to :the 
Catahoola, from whence to Concord there Is a road of thirty 
miJes across the low grounds. He set off early Qn the morning 
of the 20th, and at night reached the settlement of an old 
hunter, with whom he had conversed on his way up the river. 
This rna~ informed him, that at the place called the Mine, on the 
Little Missouri, there is a smoke· which ascends perpetually 
from a particular place, and that the vapour is sometimes insup­
portable. The river, or a branch of it, passes over a bed of mi­
ner~], which from the description gi.ven is, no doubt, martial• 
pyrites. In a creek, or branch of the Fourche a' Luke*, there is 
found on the beaches and in the cliffs a great number of globu-· 
Jar };)odies., some as large, or larger, than a man's head, which,. 
when broken, exhibit the appearance of gold, silver, and pt·~ciouw 
stones, most probably pyrites and crystalized spat. And at the 
Fourcl1e des Glaises a' Paul (higher up the ri'Ver than Fourche a'' 
Luke), near the river there is a cliff full of hexagonal prisms, 
terminated by pyramids, which appear to grow out of the reck!' 
rl1ey _aJe from six to eight inches in' length, and some of them are· 
an, inch in ~ameter. There are beds of pyrites found in several 
~mall creeks communicating with the Washita, but it appears· that 
the mineral indications are greatest on the Little 1\lissouri, be­
cause, as before noted, some of the hunters actually wol·ked on· 
them, and sent a parcel of the ore to New Orleans.. It is the be-­
I1ef l~ere, that the mineral contains precious m~taJ, but thntthe· 
Spamsh govern.n~ent did not chouse a mine should be opened· so 
near to the Bnt1sh settlements. An express prohibition was is­
sued .against working these mines. 

* Three ~~~gues- above Ellis's cldD.p •. 
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At this place, Mr . .Dunbar obtained on~ or two slips of the 
'' b!1is d.~ arc" (bow wood, or _yellow '" ond >, from the Missouri. 
The fnut wl<ch had fallen before maturity, lay upon the gi'Ound. 
Some were of the size of a small oran~ e, with a rinrl full of tu~ 
l>ercles ; the colom, though it appeared fadell, still retained a re­
semblance to pale gold. 

The tree in it~ native soil, when laden with its goldt>n fruit 
(nearly as large as the egg of an ostrich), pre.;••nt.;; rhe most 
splendid appearance ; its folia~e is of a deep grcfl,, J"(·sembling 
the varnished leaf of tl1e orange tree, and, upc11 the whole, no 
forest tree can compare with it in ornamental gr;:ndt ur. The 
bark of the young tree resembles, in texture, the dog-wood 
bark. The appeurance of th? wood recommends it for trial as 
an article which may yield a yellow dye. lt is deciduous ; the 
branches are numerous, and full of short thorns or prickles, 
which seem to point it out as proper for hedges or live fences. 
This tree is known to exist near the N akitosh (perhaps in latitude 
S2°), and upon the river Arkansa, high up (perhaps in la­
titude ."36°) ; it is therefore probable that it may thrive from 
latitude 38° to 40°, and will be a great acquisition to the 
United States if it possess no other merit than that of being or­
namental. 

In descending the river, both ~fr. Dunbar and Dr. Hunter 
searched for the place said to yield gypsum, or plaister of Pa­
l'is, but failed. The former gentleman states, that he has no 
doubt of its existence, having noted two places \\·hf're it has 
been found ; one of "hich is the first hill, or high land which 
touches the riv£>r on the west, above the bayau Calumet and 
the other is the second hi:~h land on the same side. As 
these are t:.,·o points of the sa;ne continued ridge, it is probable 
that an immense body of gypsum \rill be found in the bo\vels 
of the hills where they meet, and perhaps extending far beyond 
them. 

On.the evening of the QQd _jfr. Dunbar arrived at the Cata­
boola, where a Frenchman of the name of Hebrard, who keeps 
the ferry across Black rinT, is settled. Here the road from the 
\V ashit~ forks, one branch of it leading to the settlement on 
Hed river, and the other up to the post on the \Vashita. Tbe 
proprietor of this place has been a hunter and a great traveller up 
tbe V\'ashit:t and into the western country: he confirms gt>uerally 
the accounts received from others. It appears, from \rhat tlwy 
say, that in the neighbourhood of the hot springs, but higher up, 
among tbe mouutains, and upon the Little M 1ssouri, during the 
summer season, explosions a:·e very frequently heard, proceeding 
from under the ground : and not rarely a curious phenomenon i,s 
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sf'en, which is termed the blowin;.!,· of the mountains; it is con­
fined Plastic g:1s forcing a passage through the side or top of a 
.hill dri\·ino· before it a great quantit \- of earth and mineral mat-' .... . 
ter. During the winter season the explosions and blowing of 
the monntains entirt>ly cease, from whence we may c<mclude, 
that the cause is CO'ltparatively superficial, being_ brought into 
action by the increased heat of the more direct rays of the sum­
mer sun. 

The confluence of the Washita, Catahoola, and Tenza, is an 
interestin~ place. Tht> last of these communicates with the 
}11 ississippi low lands, by the intt>rvcntion of other cref ks and 
lakes, and by one in r1artrcular, called "Bayau d').rgent,''"which 
~mptics into the Mississippi, about fourteen miles above .X at­
cht.'Z. During high water there is a n~n i~ation for hatteaux of 
:my bmthen along the bayan. A large Jake, called St. John'~ 
lake, occupies a considerable p;Jrt of the passage between the 
.. M-ississippi and the Tenza; it is in a horse·~hoe form, and has-, 
at some former period, been the bed of the M is-;;issippi : the 
nearest part of it is about one mile n:moved from the river at the 
present time. This lake, possessing elc\·atcd banks, similar to 
those of the river, has been lately occupied and improvcrl. Tl1e 
Catahoola bayau is the third naYigahle stream: during the time 
of the inundation there is an t·xcellent communicati·Jn bv the 
lake of that name, and from thence, by large neeks, to the" Red 
river. The country around the point of uuion of these three 
t·ivcrs is altogether alluvial, hut the place of .1\tl r. H ebran:l's re~i. 
dfncc is no longer subject to inundation. There is no doubt, 
that as the country augments in population and riches, this place 
'"ill become the site of a commercial in1and town, which will 
keep pace with the progress and prosperity of the country. One 
of 1he lndiar1 mouut~ here is of considerable ele\ation, with a 
spt>cies of rampart surrounding a large space, "hich was, no 
doubt, the position of a f01 tified town. 

"'bile here, .l\1 r. Dunbar met witl1 an American who pre­
tended to have been up tLe Ark:msa river three hundred leao·ues. 
'The navigation of this rinT he ~ays is good to that distance: for 
boats drawing three or four feet water. Implicit faith, perhaps, 
ought not to be given to his relation, respecting the quaNtity of 
silver he pretends to ha\·e collected there. He sals l1e has 
found silver on the 'Vashita, thirtv leagues above the hot sprin(l"s 

.~ e ' 
so ~·ich, thnt thrre pounds of it yielded one pound of sih·er, and 
that this was found in a cave. He asserts, also. that the ore of 
tlre mine upon the little :Missouri, was carried to Kcntuckv, 
hy a person of tl~t: name of Boon~ ''here it was found to 'ieid 
br~dy in silver. This man sa\s he has Lcen up the Red ~·ivTr 
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likewise, and th~t there is ~ great rapid just below the raft, or 
natural bridge, and several others above it; that the Caddo nation 
is about fifty leagues above the raft, and near to their village 
commences the country of the great prairies, which extend four 
or five hundred miles to the west of the sand mountains, as they 
are termed. These great plains reach far beyond the Red river 
to the south, and northward over the Arkaosa river, and among 
the numerous branches of the 1\-Iissouri. He confirms the ac­
count of the beauty and fertility of the western country. 

On the morning of the 25th Mr. Dunbar set out, on horse­
back, from the Catahoola to Natchez. The rain which had 
fallen on the preceding days rendered the roads wet and muddy, 
and it was two in the afternoon before he reached the Bayau 
Crocodile, which is considered half way between the Black rivex 
and the Mississippi. It is one of the numerous creeks in the 
low grounds which assist in

1 
venting the \Vaters of the inundation. 

On the margins of the water courses the lands are highest, and 
produce -canes; they fall off, in the rear, into cypress swamps 
and lakes. The waters of the Mi~sissippi were rising, and it 
was with some difficulty 'that they reached a house near Concord 
that evening. This settlement was begun since the cession of 
Louisiana to the United States, by citizens of the Mississippi 
territory, who have established their residence altogether upon 
newly acquired lands, taken up under the authority of the Spanish 
commandant, aud have gone to the expense of improvement 
either in the names of themselves or others, before the 20th of 
December, 1803, hoping thereby to hold their n~w possessions 
under the sanction of the law. 

Exclusive oLthe few actual residents on the banks of the Mis­
sissippi, there are two very handsome lakes in the interior, on 
the banks of which similar settlements have been mad~. He 
crossed at the fer;y, and at mid-day of the £6th reached his own 
house. 

Dr. Hunter and the remainder of the party, followed Mr. 
Dunbar, down the Washita, with the boat in which they ascend .. 
cd the river, and, ascending the Mississippi, reached St .. Ca­
tharine's landing on the morning of the S I st January, 1605. 

LEWIS AND CLARKE.) P 
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Time of observ. THERMOl\lET'ER. 

Sun's 111 
:Pay oftbe month Rise. 3 PM BP M Ri"er 

Water. 

·Wind. We;\ther ap.d l\~eteorolocical 
:Phenomena, &c. 

------- ---- ---·1-----J---- ---- ----
1804.' 

D~cember 

1805. 
Januarr 

1 32° 580 350 
2 30 59 38 
·3· 38 59 44 
4· 36 .50 36' 
5 23 56 38 
6 45 67 56 
'1 38 50 24 

1 8 10 47 
. 9 19 42 28 

10 26 50 2.8 

11 48 
12 36 
13 26 
14 28 

5_9 50 
44' 32 
40 30 
40 J2 

15 26 32 36 
16.21 32 22 
17 26 ·12 28 

IS 34 36 32 

~9 30 30 23 

20 30 
21 32 

36 '9~ 
31 

22 31 36 34 

23 30 40 33 
24 32 45 34 
25, 3·! 50 44 
26 34 50 34 
2'7 26 45 38 
28 34 32 30 

29 25 24 

30 .9 38 21 

~1 29, 32 

26 
~ ' 6 
3 22 
4_, 2~ 

5 22 
6 28 
'1 64 
8 28 

.. 
32 18 
45 32 
48 30 
50 32 
55· ~8 
50 44 
'78 38 
57 37 

,54& 
50 
48 
48 
47 
48 
47 
4:3 
41 

36 

36 

s. w. 
N. W. 

N w • 
N. W. 

N.w. 

S. E. 

North. 
North. 
N. E. 

N. w. 
N. W. 

N, \V, 

North. 

West. 

West. 
· Nvrth. 

North. 

N. w. 
N. W. 

N. W, 

N. w. 
N. B. 
s. w. 

N. W, 

N.W. 

s~ E • 

Clear and calm. 
Clear and calm. 
Clear and calm. 
Clear and .calm. 
Serene and calm. 
Cloudy; light wind. 
Cloudy, Lat. 34° 271 31 11 

High wind; very serene. 
Very serene; wind tnQderate. 
Very serene; wind moderate. 
Lat. 34° 31' N.at Hot Springs. 

Cloudy, damp, & penetrating. 
Cloudy, damp, & disagreeable· 
Cloudy, dark, ~disagreeable. 
~loudy, dark, and cold, with 

sleet. 
\V ind strong; cloudy. 
Wind moderate. 
Wind moderate; bright morn; 

fine day ; rain in the night. 
Cold and damp; dark and 

cloudy ; rain at noon ; hail 
and snow in evening. 

Snowing. Ground covered 4 
inches with snow. 

Light driving clouds from N W 
Cloudy and damp ; snow on 

ground. 
Dark and cloudy; rain early 

in the day; snow in e\·ening. 
Cloud~ begin to dissipate. 
Wind moderate. 
Clondy. 
Clear and windy. 
Claar aad cold. 
Cloudy in morning; snow in 

:~ftemoon. 
Strong wind; stormy after· 

noon ;· calm night, 
· High wind; last nrght very 

cold. 
Snow. !,at :34° 28' N. 

Snow. 
Calm. 

N. w. Wind moderate. 

N. w. s .. E.

1

Ciear. , 
- Cloudy and a little rain. 
- Night cloudy, cold &. moist. 
- Ra;n in e\·cning and night. 
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Time of observ. TIIERMOJ\IETER. 

Wind. Weather and Meteorological 

I In l'henumena, &c. 

Day of the month Sun's 1P .:11 rl P l\li River Rise. Water. 
-- -- -- --------------------

1805. 
January 9 'H~o ':)60 '240 4.}0 North. Dark, cloudy and cold, with 

hail. 
10 23 3'2 1~ 4'2 North. Cold a11d damp. Lat. 340 N. 
11 11 32 26 39 Fine murning, and vuy cold 
12 20 43 30 40 The air damp and penetrating. 
13 27 53 30 40 !'. E. .:Vlorning fine and dry; eyeu-

32 I 
iug moist. 

J4. 23 5.'3 40 }: . 'v a right wind; atmosphere dry. 
15 30 fi\ 43 40 s. E. Cloudy ; wind light. 
16 .'36 r:5 60 41 1

.\t Fort l\liro. Lat. 320 30' K. 
17 60 44 s. w. !Cloudy. 
18 
19 58 bO 4:3 s. w. /cle". 
20 1>6 51 40 ~:1 ,Cloudy, and drizzly rain. 
21 21 36 26 40 East. !Wind Yariable. 
22 21 ·~8 40 :39 !'. E, Weather raw and cold. 
23 49 fi4 54 4~ s. E. Clouds and drizzly raw. 
M 55 50 ·:i.J 43 Rain. Lat. 31°' 37' N. 
25 36 40 40 40 Windy; co1d and raw. 
26 :l? 36 33 4'2 N. E. Stormy and ~now. 
27 24 50 3'2 4·t East. Lat. 31° i\. 
28 26 56 40 34 North. On l\1 issi-,sippi river; clear 

and moderate. 
29 34 56 33 North. Fine weather. 
:30 :36 55 53 :34 "S. E. Raw and clouuy. 
3J 56 ... ~B s. E. Cloudy and moderate. 
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